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RIVERS OF LIVING WATER

John 7: 37-53; 1 Samuel 25: 10-22. 27-35; 24: 16-18

R.D.P.  I wondered if we might enquire about the meaning of the last part of verse 38 in John 7 "out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water".  It is a very great exercise, is it not, as to what is flowing out from us?  We know what flows out of the heart of man; we know what the works of the flesh are - Galatians gives us that, a long list of it. (Gal 6: 19-21). Paul learned at Jerusalem that sometimes not very much flowed out from the brethren; he says as to those who were conspicuous among them, "to me they communicated nothing" (Gal 2: 6).  These are very searching things, beloved brethren, as a background to what I am saying.  On the other hand in John's gospel the Lord says, "out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water".  It is a lovely gospel, John's gospel - all about a Man, not about a system; it is about the Man whom God has chosen.  It opens without preamble, without previous history or connection exactly with Israel, and introduces the One who is the Word.  And one verse has arrested me.  It says, "In him was life" (chap 1: 4); in Him is life, dear brethren.  John's writing cuts through every kind of human organisation - remember that he is writing in a day when the first of Paul's assemblies had begun to break down - so that it is particularly appropriate to our day, and what he brings on to the view of the believer is Christ Himself.  Sometimes our outlook becomes obscured because of pressure or sorrow and it is good to be reminded that the centre of everything for us is Jesus.  "In him was life" - we shall be disappointed if we look for life anywhere else apart from Him.  Throughout this gospel the glory of Christ is brought on to view.  In this chapter, which is a scripture that particularly bears on our day because it refers to when the Spirit is come and Christ is glorified, there is controversy about what the truth was, and where the truth lay, and who He was, and what the leaders of the day had said and He cries - the Lord Jesus cries - "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink".  These are very fine things, beloved.  Then He speaks about what is going to flow out of the believer, as coming to Him.

I believe that David sets out this feature; he made an impact as soon as he comes upon the scene; it says he was ruddy, of a beautiful countenance and of beautiful appearance.  He had influence not because of what he was naturally but because of what he held inwardly, and he affected things amongst the brethren.  The two chapters each side of chapter twentyfive set that out, so that the blessedness of what was coming out of David, the powerful rivers that were flowing, could even affect a Saul, a king Saul, and almost turn him from the evil course he was on.  Here in chapter 25 David slips from that, from that wonderful influence of grace and power, and what I think is seen in that is that while the main opposition line of Saul is something which David is consistently able to meet in the powerful flow, an incidental thing like Nabal's treatment of him almost overcomes him.  I think what comes in in Abigail is the effect the features of the assembly in the saints have upon one another in restoring the flow of the rivers that are to flow out of the belly of the believer.

E.C.B  It is interesting that the scriptures begin and end with rivers that flow out; they flowed out of Eden, but a river of water of life, clear as crystal, flows out of the city.  Would that be a way in which the characteristics of the assembly would be seen in one now as they flow out of his belly? 

R.D.P.  Yes. As you would know, in the teaching, this scripture is linked with the river in Genesis.  The river that flowed out of Eden watered the garden, and then it became influential throughout the whole (we may say) of the creation.  Think of the tremendous character of that, and then, as you say, you have at the end the river as bright as crystal. For us it must involve the power of the Holy Spirit flowing out, but there is to be a flowing out.

E.C.B.  Another river that flows out in the scriptures is in Ezekiel, and everything lives where it comes.

R.D.P.  Yes, everything lives where it comes.  What a thing this is in our day, beloved brethren, that the Lord says, "out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water" - not flowing out of his head.  It is not exactly that the testimony of the Man who is above, and the power of everything that is connected with Him, is flowing out of what you know; but it is flowing out of what you are.  And the first place that the river waters is the garden.  We often speak of testimony, but the first place, you may say, where what is flowing out is to be effectual is amongst the saints.

E.C.B.  Like Acts 2 - it filled all the house, and something was established there that has never needed to be done again, but it flowed out and everyone heard in their own tongue the great things of God.

R.D.P.  Yes, I think that is important.  There is a concern amongst the saints as to the testimony, and rightly so.  Many of the threeday meetings that we have had have been related to the testimony - the maintenance of the testimony in a broken day and so on. I think the saints are exercised about that, but surely, first of all, the place that the river waters is the garden, and how could it be otherwise?  How could there be effectiveness in testimony if the garden is not watered first? How could there be something, you may say, which is lacking amongst the saints and then expect the testimony to flow out to men. The river waters the garden first.

J.C.E.  Abigail had evidently observed David very carefully.  She said, he "fights the battles of Jehovah"; it was not just that he was a bright young man or anything of that kind.  I wondered whether the water will not flow out unless it is there to flow, and hence the Lord speaks here as a herald of good news to be had from Him personally.

R.D.P.  The cries of Jesus are always interesting, are they not? - Here in John's gospel it is "In the last, the great day of the feast", and what the feast had brought out was that there was disappointment and insufficiency.  What was to be the celebration of the gathering together of the saints, the people of God - the feast of tabernacles, was it not? - was really ending in confusion and doubts and murmurings and questionings, and all this kind of thing.  Beloved, it is a day like ours and the answer to it is Jesus, and He stands and He cries.  I really think that for myself I would like to get an impression of the feelings of Christ as to this present day in which we are and when there is so much potential.  He stands and He cries, and He says there is going to be a flowing out, and it is going to flow out of the bellies of the saints. It is not going to be from our heads, beloved; there is the sympathetic, powerful flow of the Spirit that is to be involved in the testimony.

J.W.  If I am to refresh others I must find my satisfaction in Jesus Himself.  "If any one thirst".  There is a need, is there not, and we find our satisfaction in Him? 

R.D.P.  Yes, I think so. It is the affections. That is what comes out in John 4: the woman's affections are met.  She had tried to satisfy her affections.  Every one here has this basic need as to their affections being met, and what comes in in John 4 is that He meets that and He says, "the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life" (v 14).  That is what is proposed in the believer.  In John 4, the waters spring up in the believer; in John 7 the waters flow out from the believer, and it is a day, surely, when there is to be a flowing out.

S.D.K.R.  The last day of the feast would have been following the day of atonement, would it not, and if that had been real there would have been liberty; we come in after that great work has been done.

R.D.P.  That is very good; we come after that work has been done.  John in his gospel brings in the Man who did the work. "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world" (chap1: 29) - John's admiration for Christ.  This book is written by a man who loves Him; one who admires Him, and there is no one can write an account better than a man who loves and admires the subject he is writing about, and he speaks of Him as One who takes away the sin of the world.  So "out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water". It suggests to your mind something that is very attractive that is flowing out.  Now you cannot stop a river; you do not switch a river off and on, do you?  The river flows.  If the source of the river is there nothing can stop its flow, and the source of the river in the believer, is, I suppose, the presence of the Holy Spirit.

E.C.B.  Is there any link between this and 2 Corinthians 4: "Who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (v.6).

R.D.P.  Yes, I think so.  There is something very attractive in that, is there not?  By the end of the chapter in John 4, even from that woman the rivers were starting to flow out.  She says, "Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?". The rivers were beginning to flow, and they would never stop in that sense.  The testimony affects persons who previously had had no link with Christ; they come to believe for themselves and the rivers begin to flow.  So, as you say, there is a shining out.

E.C.B.  The structure of this chapter in the part that we read is very interesting because Jesus says, I go away, and I think we can discern the feeling and disappointment, as it were, of the disciples; but He says there will be something else here.  "Greater things than these, because I go away to the Father" is implied in this, is it? 

R.D.P.  I think that is right, and greater things even than this come on to view later in chapter 14 onwards, in relation to the Holy Spirit.  There are great things in view, and what words they were in that hymn that we started with (No.267); the greatness of Christ is coming on to view, growing and growing.

R.T.  This experience starts by, Come to Me and drink, does it not?  The previous part of the chapter is outside everything else, is it not?  "Ye shall seek me and shall not find me" (v 34).  Do we have to get clear of the dry system and find somebody who is in His own domain and what is flowing from Him? 

R.D.P.  Yes, that is very helpful. As you say, the dry system means that we are disappointed.  If we are disappointed amongst the saints, it is because we are connected with what is dry; there is no disappointment in Christ. I believe we need what is constructive as well as corrective. The constructive epistles, I suppose, are Romans, Colossians and Ephesians; this section links with Ephesians so that God would teach us and build us up in a system that is flowing, as over against the system that is dry.

R.T.  You have to drink every day, have you not?  You do not get a reservoir that keeps you going for a week or a month, but it is something every day? 

R.D.P.  Yes - let him come to Me and drink.  He that believes on Me.  That is really where the rivers are going to flow, and I think we know in our own experience as our belief, our current belief, you may say, on the Lord Jesus wanes, so the rivers cease to flow in our experience and in our testimony.  If you see a person who is in the constant appreciation of Christ, you are impressed with the way the waters flow.  It is, He that comes to Me. In John's gospel everything is current, it is not historic.

J.C.E.  Were these officers beginning on the right way; they say, "Never man spoke thus, as this man speaks".  I would not say they were in the full gain of it but they were on the way.

R.D.P.  Yes, "Never man spoke".  What a book this is; it is projecting one Man.  John says, "A Man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he was before me" John 1: 30. Here they say, "Never man spoke thus".  In John 5 the infirm man says, "I have not a man," and the Man comes into his view.  Later on in the book "Behold the man".  John's gospel and Christianity are about Christ, not about any system.  It is about that Man Himself.

E.C.B.  Do you think we tend to hold what the Lord says about the Spirit in chapters 14 to 16 in a sense too privately, as if the effect of it is limited to the company being guided into all the truth, but the Lord's closing word about the Spirit is that He will be a witness and you will be a witness? 

R.D.P.  That is good.  So that the river that flowed out of Eden watered the garden, but then it parted; it became four main streams, and the brethren who have read the recent monthly book will have read something about that. The first river surrounds the land of Havilah where the gold is; that is the testimony.  Is that what it is for you?  You go out there and they say, Here is a man who reminds me of the place where the gold is.  That is to be the testimony.  The power of the flow of the influence of the Spirit through the believer is going to speak about the land where the gold is.  It waters the garden but then it goes out and it parts and you get this tremendous sphere of influence.  What influence it is going to be in our day and even beyond it, the flow of the river.  The last river is Euphrates. It does not say anything about Euphrates; it just leaves it - it says, "the fourth river, that is Euphrates". Gen 2: 14.  Euphrates usually speaks, I think, about the boundaries of what God is doing.  Think of that, beloved brethren, there is going to be a time when this day of grace and of faith in which we are will be over, the fourth river is Euphrates.

J.M.  There is a certain link then with what the Spirit is doing objectively; we know that the Spirit in the book of Acts is in charge of the testimony and the gospel coming into Europe, but is there that inwardly in the vessels that has that direct link with what the Spirit is doing personally? 

R.D.P.  That is very good. In that sense everything is held here in the Spirit, but there is to be this answer in the vessels.  So the woman, in John 4, discards her water-pot; the waterpot could not contain what the Lord was speaking about, the gift that He would give to her, and she becomes the vessel.  And the saints become the vessels where the testimony of the Spirit and of the influence of heaven is to be at the present time.

R.T.  Do you think there is perhaps more to drinking than we think?  In Exodus the rock was there but it was not till Numbers 21 that they really drank of it.  We are slow to appreciate all that is there, and unless we drink of it there will be no testimony.  They began to journey then, did they not? 

R.D.P.  Yes, and the journey was quick.  They seemed to have moved very rapidly from that point on, as they began to drink. In Corinthians Paul says that the Rock that followed them was the Christ (see 1 Cor 10: 4).

R.T.  That brought out the feelings you were talking about, the feelings of that Rock as it followed them through the wilderness journey with nobody really anxious to drink, but then they begin to drink and there is an expression of Christ in testimony, is there not? 

R.D.P.  Yes, that is good.  So that in this gospel the background is occupation with outward religion.  They were occupied with what the Pharisees and the rulers said and earlier in chapter 4, they were having a dispute as to how many persons the Lord rather than John had baptised. All this line of things, beloved brethren, is not life; life is in Jesus, and what Mr Taylor says is important that you learn what that life is only as you begin to drink, and the Lord says, "let him come to me and drink".

C.G.H.  You said earlier that the river comes out of the garden, which would indicate that God set the river in the garden.  Would that show the importance of the Holy Spirit in relation to the garden?  It seems to me that it is most important that we should be convinced of the importance of what God has here in the sense of the garden in the assembly.

R.D.P.   Well, I wondered that. It says that it flowed out of Eden, and it watered the garden. It was the place of delight.  The first thing that it had to do with was the garden.  It might suggest to us what there is amongst the saints in the assembly, and then it goes out in universal influence  I think there may be something in that, that this tremendous influence and power that is flowing out is going to have an effect even to the boundaries of what God is doing.  But in the first place, it watered the garden.

J.M.  Paul in Corinthians - it is in a slightly different setting - speaks about spiritual things being communicated by spiritual means and that is really the effect we have on one another spiritually, is it not, that really arises from this passage? 

R.D.P.  That is good, because, as I said at the beginning, Paul went to Jerusalem, and there were persons there who were conspicuous, and he says to me they communicated nothing.   A very searching thing, is it not? Persons who were conspicuous who communicated nothing, and Paul has in his mind the communication of spiritual things by spiritual means.  I do not think we want to be afraid of the word 'spiritual'.

J.M.  The idea in Scripture of communication is not just that you say something, but there is some interaction between the persons, is there not?  I think that relates to the watering of the garden first, what there is moving in the power of the Spirit between the saints, so that there is what is spiritual produced in one another.

R.D.P.  Yes, what you say is very important because there is no way in which we are going to be able to grow together unless that is so. We shall not be able to grow and communicate spiritually only on knowledge; it must involve what there is inwardly in the believer, what is flowing out not from his head but from his belly, from that area that would speak of sympathy and deep feeling.  That is the way I think in John that things are starting to be effectual in the testimony.

H.A.H.  Does the flowing out of Eden bear the suggestion of the area of the Father's delight in the Son, involving Jesus glorified?  I was thinking of the ten days as to which we have been reminded that the three Persons of the Godhead were together in heaven. Going on to John 14 the Lord says, "In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you" (v 20) and I wonder whether the area of delight for the divine pleasure is all centred in the Father's delight in the Son.

R.D.P.  I am sure what you say is helpful and good - the Father's delight in the Son; that is what is seen in this book. At the end John says there are many other things that Jesus did, but he said if he wrote them down one by one the world would not contain the books that were written. It is a man who loves Christ, beloved, and he says the world would not contain the books written of Him, and the testimony is to flow out.  I think John 17 involves testimony, but it is not just a testimony of words; it involves what is formed and done in persons.

E.F.W.  Jesus glorified is to have a very great place in our belief in Him.  These disputes were all about what He was here and where He was here, but Jesus glorified cannot be described with the natural mind, but it is a very elevated thought, is it not? 

R.D.P.  Yes, I thought so: Jesus glorified.  That is why I said at the beginning that this section is really about our day.  Not every part of the gospels directly refers to our day, but this scripture bears directly upon our day.  It speaks of the time when the Spirit is given from a glorified Christ - that is today.  He is glorified and God has given everything into His hand; all the work has been done; and Jesus sits at the right hand of God, and He is worthy of all our homage and praise.  And from that place the Spirit has come and is the testimony in the believer of the Man who is glorified.  Is that right? 

E.F.W.  That is right.

W.J.R.B.  So the great day of the feast should have been one of satisfaction.

R.D.P.  I think so.  It would be a very sad thing if this day in which we are fell short of complete satisfaction.  I do not think we should entertain disappointment in our meetings or disappointment in the company in this present day, because Christ is to be the attractive centre of our gatherings.  The great day of the feast; there is no greater day than this.  Let there be no disappointment in any of our hearts in it, beloved.

E.O.  Would you say this cry of Jesus being responded to would work out through what God can do in one believer? 

R.D.P.  Yes, go on.

E.O.  We have referred to testimony flowing out, and the possibilities are just marvellous if this truth is taken on.

R.D.P.  This scripture is referring to you and me - "out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water".  Is that how we are amongst the saints? Is that the way it is?  You are not having a depressing influence amongst the saints because the Holy Spirit is there and He will never depress the saints.  This river is flowing involving those four main heads, but it is flowing out from the belly of the believer.

P.S.W.  Would the reference earlier to the woman who had to do with the Man who told her all things that she had ever done produce that brightness, that crystal clear water flowing out? 

R.D.P.  What a lovely thought that is; right at the end in Revelation it speaks about bright as crystal (Rev 22: 1).  Think of the flow there is in the Spirit involving the saints, and at the end, beloved, when this day is over, when what is beyond it is over, when you may say, what is final is coming on to view, is the water to be soiled or depleted?  No it is bright as crystal because it comes from a glorified Man.

R.W.F.  The flow in the fourth chapter is upward, is it not, a fountain of water springing up to eternal life. Here it is outward.  Do the two go along together? 

R.D.P.  I think so, upward is Godward.  That must come first before this. Is that what you mean? 

R.W.F.  Yes, I was thinking that. In a sense there is, if I may use the expression, a reversal of the force of nature; we might almost say that the flow goes up hill.  Do you think we are to sense that in the gift of the Spirit from an ascended Christ?  The Spirit has come down in order that there might be movement upward as well as movement outward.

R.D.P.  Yes, that is good.  So that there are certain organs in our body which are automatic organs which we cannot affect.  I think that really suggests the affections.  You cannot for yourself satisfy your own affections.  The only One who can satisfy them is Christ and He does that by giving the Holy Spirit, and through this gift the affections begin to spring up to God. Would that we all had that more! 

Now to move on, David sets out something of what I have in mind.  Wherever David went there was an influence.  He influenced the men of Israel and the men of Judah towards him; they sang about him.  I am not applying this to any one of us, but to the effect the influence of what is inward has.  Could we refer first of all to the chapters that go before and after chapter 25 of 1 Samuel where we see that the power of the influence of the water flowing typically out of David almost turned Saul round from his relentless pursuit.  Would we not like to be like that, beloved brethren; it almost turned him round? He says, "Is this thy voice, my son David?"  Then, "for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil" (chap 24: 16,17).  Think of the testimony here, beloved brethren, that where there was evil on every hand against him, David, in the midst of it, is seen with the rivers of living water typically flowing from him and Saul says, you have rewarded me good, when all I had for you was evil.  He is almost turned round.  If there is anything for God in a person the power of the water's flow will turn him, beloved brethren.  I do not think there was anything really in Saul and so it had no lasting effect, but even temporarily it had an effect that softened him.  That is the effect of the waters that flow out of the belly of the believer.

E.C.B. that If we think of David - and as you imply, he was not always up to this level - is it not true that he always knew what he ought to be? 

R.D.P.  Yes, he always knew what he ought to be, and was very quickly recovered.  The basic thing with David was right because typically he had Christ in His heart; he always knew what he ought to be.

W.J.R.B.  Was it the same with the apostle Paul.  Agrippa said, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian? 

R.D.P.  I think so.  The waters were flowing from Paul there; they were flowing too as he left Ephesus.  He had shown them all things, night and day with tears and temptations he had been there, and at the end of it they fell upon his neck and wept that they would not  see him again.  That is the influence, beloved brethren, of the power of the waters flowing. Is it in me? or am I occupied only with all the things that merely surround, live my life in mere outward religion and miss the Person?  Paul did not miss the Person.  He said, He loved me and gave Himself for me, and what flowed out of the belly of Paul, and flowed beneficially in the testimony, and certainly watered the garden, was the rivers of living water.

W.H.S.  Would it help us, young and old, if we realised the urgency, the anxiety - one might almost use that word as to the scripture you have earlier referred to - "let him come to me".  He cries with that, as you said at the start, but it is the Lord's feelings.  I can only speak for myself of the long time I have wasted not realising that the answer to so much is in what you are saying, I suppose the young people here would all agree it is so right, but how do we arrive at it?  By coming to Him and answering His desires and making way for the Spirit? 

R.D.P.  Yes, it is personal attraction to Christ in John's gospel, is it not?  It is not in John's gospel exactly the Shepherd going after the sheep until He find it - that is a blessed side of His service and a blessed side of the truth, that Luke presents.  Wherever you go He will follow you, and He will keep on while the gospel day lasts, beloved young one; Jesus will seek you until He find you, that is Luke's gospel - but in John's gospel it is the one who is the centre of the flock, and what keeps the flock together, beloved, is attraction to Christ.

W.H.S.  Why do we not answer to it more? 

R.D.P.  I can only speak for myself, but do we spend enough time in our relations with Him alone?  We may spend a lot of time in gaining knowledge which is good and right, but I do not think we spend enough time with Him alone.

J.M.   Is that not where it came into David's belly, you may say.  The lion and the bear come for the sheep, but did not something come into his belly there, and neither Goliath nor anything else could hinder its flow.

R.D.P.  It could not hinder the flow.  That is very good, nothing can stop these rivers flowing. You get that long list in Hebrews, of persons from whom, in a certain sense, the rivers were flowing out (Heb 11: 32-38).  They were stoned, sawn asunder, killed and so on but nothing could prevent the rivers flowing.  Beloved, we have a part in it, and our day is too important to be wasted on peripheral things.

R.W.F.  Our experience practically is that there is often ebb as well as flow.  What do you think is the secret of maintenance of this influence?  We find that perhaps our stock becomes depleted; what is the secret of replenishment? 

R.D.P.  That is why I read these Scriptures about David.  I suppose His failures are well catalogued in the Scriptures.  I do not suppose there is any one here who would claim that this powerful influence is always with us, and with all of us it must be said that we ebb and flow; that is because of the condition in which we are.  But I think as was said as to David that he quickly recovered himself, because basically he loved Christ.  There is no way in which we will recover ourselves or be an influence for good amongst the saints and make testimony unless we really love Christ.

R.W F.  Has it to do with what we were mentioning a moment ago, the Lord's word, Come to Me?  He has in mind that we might stay, has He not? 

R.D.P.  I think He has.  There are times when we become attracted to Him - I like to think our meetings together are like that.  So those persons earlier in John said, "where abidest thou?  He says to them, Come and see" (John 1: 38,39).  The more we really have to do with Him, the more we shall become attracted to Him.

S.D.K.R.  Does it help to view Him as the revelation of the Father?  I was thinking of the beginning of John's gospel - they contemplated One as an only begotten with a Father, Does that help to draw our affection to Christ? 

R.D.P.  I think it does.  We generally lead busy lives, do we not, assembly lives too - but we must not miss what is really essential; they contemplated Him.  John writes in his epistle "that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life", 1 John 1: 1.  He is writing about real things, the essence of things, and I believe I need help as to having more to do with the Lord Jesus.  It may sound strange after twenty years in fellowship, but I think I need that at the present time, to have more to do with Christ.

J.M.  The flow is stopped in David, as you say, for the moment, but it is somewhere, is it not? That is very wonderful too.

R.D.P.  That is good.  I thought that the expression of the assembly amongst us takes over. In a certain way if as has been suggested any one of us falls below this standard and we know we do, then in a certain way what there is amongst the saints of assembly features would have a restoring effect seen here in Abigail.  Would that be right? 

J.M.  I think so.  Of course we must come into this individually, but I think we are really helped into it through spiritual actions in the assembly, that if we fall from it at the moment - and who of us does not - the flow does not stop nevertheless.

R.D.P.  Yes, the flow does not stop.  David generally sets out one from whom the rivers flow. He shines for instance when the evil spirit was upon Saul; he plays the harp and the evil spirit goes away.  If we come together in the meeting Monday night, Tuesday night, perhaps feeling a bit down or irritable, then the playing - as you say, the beautiful playing - of David will soothe you.  That is a very real thing, beloved brethren, - if you feel a bit down get out to the meeting, ask the Lord to bring something in that will lift you up, and it will happen.  I have known it to happen, and David could play before Saul and the evil spirit could go, and the river was flowing there.

J.M.  Nabal's young men say "he is such a son of Belial, that one cannot speak to him". But David listens to Abigail, does he not?  That is our salvation, to subject ourselves to what is flowing spiritually in the assembly, is it not? 

R.D.P.  I believe so.  If that basic affection is there as it was with David, it will answer to what there is in the assembly.  David seemed able to cope with the Saul line, the main stream of opposition and hatred really for Christ that marks the official religious thing. It is the incidental things that test us.  It is the Nabals.  It is the man who says, Who is David and who is the son of Jesse.  He says, there are many servants who break away from their master today.  That was a hurtful thing to say; David had protected these young men and he had ministered to them, and what Nabal said was manifestly unfair and unjust. Very often that is what provokes the flesh in us and David says, Gird ye on every man his sword.  Beloved, when we start buckling on our swords, that is often when the troubles start.  It only takes ten days to deal with Nabal here, but not with David's sword.

R.T.  It is good to see the unlikely quarters where the river is flowing; it is Nabal's wife, and there were these officers in John, "Never man spake like this man".  We may get down, and yet God brings in uplift from an unlikely quarter. We need confidence in what He is doing, do we not, to rise above what may depress us at the moment.  Everybody went to their own home, but Jesus went to the mount of Olives.  There is a great stream flowing that would need faith to be linked with it.

R.D.P.   I think that is right. David brings that in here, he has respect for the anointing; and we need respect for the anointing. The anointing represents that which God has committed Himself to, and in that sense what there is amongst the saints where Jesus is present in hearts, God has committed Himself to; the anointing is there.  David always had respect for it. I like what you say about the most unlikely quarters; Abigail represents some one who has come through a very difficult period in her history and through it she has accumulated wealth.  As recognised the weakness of the public position, but having the means that is going to carry the thing through.

E.C.B.  There is a sphere in which the Spirit is always fully, that is the assembly? 

R.D.P.  I think so.

E.C.B.  Does Abigail represent that? 

R.D.P.  Yes, and that is to be maintained, that element is to be maintained amongst the saints.  I think what was said is important, that if the river, in that sense is not flowing in me, it is always maintained somewhere; it is always maintained in the assembly.

R.W.F.  Does John's gospel bring out that if the flow is slack it can be restored by yet another flow?  I was thinking of John 13 - feet-washing. The reason for the slackening may be defilement, but there can be feet-washing administered to one another for the removal of that defilement, for refreshment and restoration to the full flow? 

R.D.P.  Very good.  So He ungirds Himself and had to do with the feet of the disciples. Think of the effect these things have; He does not chide them, but the powerful influence of Christ is brought to bear upon them.  At the end of the gospel they had gone away to fish.  You may say has all his teaching been wasted upon these men.  They come back to the shore and He says, Come and dine; the influence of Christ bathes them so that they are totally recovered.  These are lovely things, beloved brethren.

M.J.W.  I was thinking of 'another spirit'.  One wonders at David. He shows a different character; he no doubt had the flesh in him very strongly as we all have, but what comes out in him is another spirit altogether; he really comes straight from God, he shows God's character.  We may show the excellencies of Him that has called us out of darkness into His wonderful light.  That is what I wonder at with David and whether that is seen with us enough, the character of God.

R.D.P.  Yes, so at the end when Saul is slain - a man who had constantly showed him inveterate hatred, who had tried to pin him to the wall with his spear - he speaks in his song about the beauty of Israel being slain.  These are lovely things, beloved, this is the rivers flowing out of the belly.  You may say that Saul was never a man who was real, he was a mere professor outwardly of things, and that would be true, but God can deal with that.   Yet as far as David is concerned, he says, the beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places, the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, and he says, do not let the daughters of the Philistines rejoice.  This is the rivers, beloved, the powerful rivers of the testimony that are going to carry through what is for Christ triumphantly.  Will you and I have a part in it? 

P.M.  Was David's spiritual personality formed in secret alone?  He had nothing else to rely on but his knowledge of God?  When we are among the brethren we rely on our personality and a lot of other things, but in secret in the wilderness he relied alone on God as his source.  Are we not to be brought back to that?  To find that in God alone and in the blessed Spirit is the strength and supply for any action that the believer has to take? 

R.D.P.  That is very good.  I like what you say about 'alone', because very often we are influenced for good and the right way as we are amongst the saints, but he had been alone with God.  In chapter 24 (v 4) David cuts off the skirt of Saul's robe, he humiliated him really; it says, "David's heart smote him".  Do we feel like that, beloved?  Is there any one in this room who has not tried to, or delighted, in the humiliation of some one?  The heart of a true lover of Christ would smite him about that.  His men said, Now this is the time you have been waiting for all these years when things are going to be finished, but David says he will not put forth his hand against Jehovah's anointed.

P.M.  What comes out later is, God says, I have found David, a man after my own heart. He found that character of man that had been formed in secret, and He could take it up because it spoke to him of Jesus.

R.D.P.  Yes, and so what comes from David in the psalms is a song for God; there is something for God that is going up, from every kind of circumstance.  It is not just a formal taking part in the service of God, but what flowed out from him Godward is the real heart of the man in spiritual emotion.

J.W.  Is one of the things that we learn in secret with God that we have not a source in ourselves, we have not a reservoir in ourselves, our springs are in God.  As we are drawing on that source, do the rivers flow? 

R.D.P.  I believe so.  The woman in John 4 carried her resources, her satisfaction in a water-pot, did she not? It had to keep being filled up; it was limited at best, it was limited by what she could carry, and it constantly needed filling up, and as you say, there is no source in ourselves of satisfaction. We were hearing in the preaching last week an old story about our hearts.  Everybody knows what shape your heart is; even the young people here could draw the shape of a heart, and we were reminded that, if we took the world and were able to compress it down and put it inside the heart it would never fill it because it is the wrong shape, there would always be some part of your heart unfilled; that is the woman in John 4, He says, "the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life" - total satisfaction in Him.  I wish I knew more about that.

C.C.I.  Does this flow link at all with the two words "this life" - "all the words of this life", and are we really at the finish of it?  You have referred to testimony quite freely; the testimony is finishing, is that right? 

R.D.P.  I believe this day in which we are is the last day of the feast; tomorrow they were all going home.  Was it to be as unsatisfied, unfulfilled, or was there to be the completion and the fulness of everything in Him.  "In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink".

C.C.I.  Do we think enough about the testimony; there is going to be a display, but the testimony is very great, equal to the display.

R.D.P.  Yes.  It is right to have an exercise about it; you cannot just go out and preach the gospel and be these things unless this inward side is attended to, that the garden is watered first; I believe we all might be exercised about that with a view to the enrichment of the testimony.

R.T.  Does the river have a long view?  It is not just the particular day, but it says, when you come to the throne "this shall be no stumbling-block to thee, nor offence of heart". We need this kind of long view.  The day may oppress us, but the flow of the river would come in and look on to the appearing, would it? 

R.D.P.  Yes, I think so.  The river that Ezekiel refers to flows out of the house and how attractive it is, flowing out, getting deeper, getting broader, and it is for refreshment and it is for life, and it becomes waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed through.  It is a very long view.  What a privileged time we are in, beloved brethren! 

I would like to refer again to what Abigail sets out here, that element amongst the saints that would bring us all back into the good of what we are saying.  That is the goodness of God; that is, the river itself would take up the very objects of it and bring them back into its flow.

J.M.  There was nothing wrong with David's exercises as to Nabal, was there?  He had the same judgment as God had about Nabal; but what is important, and I think we may be learning this, is the way that we do things, and the way that God is represented.  That is the point about coming to the throne.  Was God represented in what was to be done? 

R.D.P.  I think that is good.  So that Abigail had a judgment of Nabal, and the young men had a judgment of Nabal  One thing is noticeable in this chapter: there are young men, David's young men, and Nabal's young men, and there are young women at the end.  The enemy is making a bid for the young people today, but they had a judgment here of Nabal, but what was the influence here that these young persons were being exposed to?  Was it going to be David's sword?  Was it going to be a war of attrition between David and Nabal or were they going to be affected by the powerful flow of the river of God?  As you say, it is not that the judgment changed, and it is very quickly brought about by God; but how I am to be is the lesson, I suppose, for us.  Is that what you mean? 

J.M.  Yes, I think, as you say, it is a question of sensitivity to what God is working through the saints in a person like Abigail, so that things are done spiritually, I think maybe we have to learn that, that there is a way to do things; as was referred to, there is another spirit and there is another way, and that is the way of the Spirit.

R.D.P.   Yes, the way of the Spirit, and that would involve nearness to Christ, that we might know the way of the Spirit.  So she comes, and she brings all these resources with her.  The original cause of the complaint is met.  It is important to see that the original offence was not ignored: it was met, she met it, she brings all this provision, ready dressed.  Where did she get it from?  I think we could in application say she got it from hundreds of meetings and gatherings and impressions among the saints; ready dressed.  You come out and you pick up something. I could not open up all the suggestions there may be in these goods here, but it is ready dressed, it is parched corn, raisin cakes, fig cakes, it is what is substantial, it is what is stimulating, and she has gathered it all up.  That is what there is in the assembly I think to meet a need and to fulfil it, and she says do not bring in discredit by what you may do; she says, you are bound up in the bundle of the living.  I think it is a fine word.

E.C.B.  At the end of the chapter when David sent and communed with Abigail that was for his benefit.

R.D.P.  Go on, that is good.

E.C.B. Well, I think we often regard it, and no doubt rightly, as a kind of interchange between them, and probably it was, but is not David drawing there on what was in Abigail? 

R.D.P.  Yes, I think that is very good, he was drawing on what was in her; he was drawing strength and resource so that in the next chapter, again you get a man who exhibits the rivers flowing; again you get Saul pursuing David, unreasonably.  We were noticing somewhere the other week that Saul's pursuit of David is so extreme that he leaves his charge at home exposed to the attack of the enemy, and yet his hostility is renewed again but David had drawn from Abigail; and he is ready, you may say, again for the rivers to flow.

E.C.B.  After that David gets into very low water and goes down to the Philistines, but the rivers are back in operation, if I can use that word, after Ziklag, and with the Egyptian, and with the others that were exhausted, the rivers are back.

R.D.P.  Yes, and he has some provision for the Egyptian in the field. You may say what is the use of wasting your time upon a brother who has proved by his actions that he is unreliable, but David pours benefits upon him.  That is a very important thing, beloved. Let us not fail in our day; it is the last day, the great day of the feast.

P.M.  Is there the witness of the river flowing in that they both met as they went down.  Is that not the spirit of Christ as seen in the saints, that can go down in difficult circumstances and the situation is saved.

R.D.P.  Yes, they both went down; they both met there and things were, as you say, resolved.

R.E.T.  A change of heart here - I have ''accepted thy person".

R.D.P. Yes, "I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person".  There is something coming out, almost you say, Ah, the water, there is the water coming again - "I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person", and the waters begin to flow again. We must listen, we must listen to one another.  We must respect the assembly.

W.J.R.B. The climax of what you are saying is seen in the Lord Himself on the cross, is it not, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do", Luke 23: 34.

R.D.P.  That is the character and spirit of the day in which we live, that is why you and I are here at all.

S.D.K.R.  I was wondering whether the river would help us in the respect for the anointing, not only in connection with the Person, but in connection with the assembly; it speaks of it as 'the Christ', it is current today the thought of respecting the anointing.

R.D.P.  Yes, I like that.  The anointing suggests to me what God has committed Himself to; if God has committed Himself to it, we must respect it.
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Scripture references

John 7:37-53 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. [40] [Some] out of the crowd therefore, having heard this word, said, This is truly the prophet. [41] Others said, This is the Christ. Others said, Does then the Christ come out of Galilee? [42] Has not the scripture said that the Christ comes of the seed of David, and from the village of Bethlehem, where David was? [43] There was a division therefore in the crowd on account of him. [44] But some of them desired to take him, but no one laid hands upon him. [45] The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, Why have ye not brought him? [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks]. [47] The Pharisees therefore answered them, Are ye also deceived? [48] Has any one of the rulers believed on him, or of the Pharisees? …

1 Samuel 25:10-22 (JND) [10] And Nabal answered David's servants and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there are many servants now-a-days that break away every man from his master. [11] And shall I take my bread, and my water, and my flesh which I have killed for my shearers, and give [it] to men whom I know not whence they are? [12] And David's young men turned their way, and went back, and came and reported to him according to all those words. [13] And David said to his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword; and there went up after David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the baggage. [14] And one of [Nabal's] young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to bless our master; and he has insulted them. [15] And the men were very good to us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we anything, as long as we companied with them, when we were in the fields. [16] They were a wall to us both by night and day, all the while we were with them feeding the sheep. [17] And now know and consider what thou wilt do, for evil is determined against our master, and against all his household; and he is such a son of Belial, that one cannot speak to him. [18] And Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched [corn], and a hundred raisin-cakes, and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid them on asses. [19] And she said to her young men, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she did not tell her husband Nabal. [20] And as she was riding on the ass, and coming down by the covert of the hill, behold, David and his men came down opposite to her; and she met them. [21] Now David had said, Surely, in vain have I kept all that this [man] had in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that was his; and he has requited me evil for good. …

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

Galatians 2:6 (JND) [6] But from those who were conspicuous as being somewhat whatsoever they were, it makes no difference to me: God does not accept man's person; for to me those who were conspicuous communicated nothing;

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 1:30 (JND) [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me;

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

Genesis 2:14 (JND) [14] And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which flows forward toward Asshur. And the fourth river, that is Euphrates.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Revelation 22:1 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

Hebrews 11:32-38 (JND) [32] And what more do I say? For the time would fail me telling of Gideon, and Barak, and Samson, and Jephthah, and David and Samuel, and of the prophets: [33] who by faith overcame kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped lions' mouths, [34] quenched [the] power of fire, escaped [the] edge of the sword, became strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, made [the] armies of strangers give way. [35] Women received their dead again by resurrection; and others were tortured, not having accepted deliverance, that they might get a better resurrection; [36] and others underwent trial of mockings and scourgings, yea, and of bonds and imprisonment. [37] They were stoned, were sawn asunder, were tempted, died by the death of the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, destitute, afflicted, evil treated, [38] (of whom the world was not worthy,) wandering in deserts and mountains, and [in] dens and caverns of the earth.

John 1:38-39 (JND) [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

1 John 1:1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life;

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.



THE DEPOSITORY


R.D.Plant

2 Timothy 1: 12-14; Psalm 132: 1-6; Exodus 3: 1-8 (to "Egyptians"); 

Acts 26: 9-15; 19, 28, 29

It may seem from the first scripture that was read in Timothy that I would like to speak about the deposit and that is so, but really I would like to say something also about the depository.  You will notice that in the section of the scripture that I read Paul speaks about the deposit twice; in verse 12 he says, "able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him", and in verse 14, "Keep ... the good deposit entrusted".  We will never be able to know anything, beloved, about the second deposit unless we know about the first.  Paul is an old man here; soon, as he says later in the book, he is going to die.  He speaks here in feeling language - I am sure we have all been affected by it - in a day when everything had started to break down publicly.  He says, "I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him".  We will never know about the other deposit, beloved, unless we know about the first.  Paul was an old man and he had never had cause to regret what he had given to Christ.  It is a great day for deposits and deposit accounts, and there are enough bankers amongst us; all the different kinds of interest that are offered you, higher deposit accounts, special long term accounts, all with more and more offered, beloved, but there will never be a greater return than on the deposit you entrust to Christ, never.  Paul had committed to Him not his money, not anything that related to finances, but he had committed his soul to Him. There are persons in this room - the most anyway, perhaps all - who have committed their soul, their life to Him.  As the hymn says, 'My heart, my strength, my life, my all' (No.187) have been committed to Jesus.

I like to bring in the gospel, because we all need it, especially in these days, and Paul was one who loved the gospel, he loved Christ.  This is a day in which men are anxious about what the future will hold; anxious about the great nations, the armaments and all these kind of things; persons take out insurances, seek to have assurance about the future.  The greatest assurance is to put your faith, your trust, your confidence, and your heart and your life with Jesus.  He will never let you go; that is the gospel.  He will take you, and me, persons in whom sin has wrought in our own will; in all the grace of the gospel day He will take you on.  His precious work at Calvary is so great, He can take on any one in this room, any one in this city, who puts their trust in Him and He will never let you down.  Go through the Scriptures and you will find persons who put their trust in Him. You may not feel able for very much, but Jacob was like that when God appeared to him, and spoke to him, (see Gen 28).  He said he was going to give him everything, was going to bless him and keep him for ever.  What a wonderful committal it was and yet Jacob was not ready for it. He says, if you will be with me and keep me, feed me and clothe me and bring me back to my father's house in peace, I will give you a tenth of what I have. You may say, that was pretty poor, but I believe God accepted the deposit.  O, if you have anything to deposit with Christ give it Him today.  If there is anything in your life, anything you can give to Him, any thought of your heart, any consideration, any love, any belief, give it to Jesus; you will never regret it.  At the end of Jacob's long life the Scripture shows us that his deposit was very worthwhile.

Jonathan was another who saw David, typical of Christ, as he took on the Philistine, Goliath, down in the valley of Elah and it says he loved him as his own soul. It is the effect the gospel has.  God opens your heart to allow you to see beauty and attractiveness in Christ, and Jonathan saw David there, able to take on what he was not able to take on himself.  It says he stripped himself of his robe and his dress, his sword and his girdle and gave it to David.  It is typical of a believer coming to Christ.  Ah, but some one will say, as has often been said, he did not give him his shoes; thank God for what he did give him.  That is the gospel, beloved.  What a wonderful gospel it is, for later in his life Jonathan falls away in his attachment to David.  He stays with his father, Saul, and leaves David rejected upon the mountains, but before he left he asked David to show kindness to his house should he die, and David never forgot (see 1 Sam 20: 15).  Later when Jonathan was dead, he says, Is there any left of the household of Saul that I might show the kindness of God to him?  You will never, never regret what you give to Christ, never.  Paul said, I am "persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit". I do not know where you are going to put your trust in this day in which we are, for there is nothing here reliable - beloved friend, beloved young friend, the only thing that is stable and reliable is Jesus, and He is for you.  So David says as to Jonathan's family, Is there any left of the household of Saul that I might show the kindness of God to him.  O, what a lovely Saviour we have; He will never forget you nor anything you may commit to him and you will never regret it.  So Paul says, "the deposit I have entrusted to him".

Then he speaks about another deposit, "Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us the good deposit entrusted" (v 14).  If there is to be that in the glad tidings presented where we can put things which belong to us with Christ it is a very wonderful thing also that the Lord Jesus has something down here and He wants you to be a depositary of it. He says, "Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted".  Paul was going off the scene.  He was not a man like Hezekiah who only thought about his own lifetime, you know, he was a man who was looking to the future; as long as the Lord Jesus would leave His people here on earth, Paul was looking on to it.  God had to say to Hezekiah you may recall, that because of his unfaithfulness, all would be carried away to Babylon, but it was not to be in his lifetime.  Hezekiah says "Good is the word of Jehovah ... there shall be peace in my days" (Isaiah 39: 3-8) that is it will be all right in my lifetime. But Paul was looking on to the end of the day, taking that long look that our brother referred to, and he says keep the deposit.  Now what is the deposit that he is speaking about? I think it is something on the line of what we were speaking about. It is not just the Scriptures, precious as they are; it is not just the truth that has come to us in the ministry, precious as that is, and important as it is.  I believe it is what there is in the hearts and souls of men and women of the way in which God has made Himself known in these days in which outwardly Christ is rejected.  It has been cherished and treasured and kept and carried from generation to generation.  Paul was concerned that it might be carried through; he says you will need another power to do it.  It is the power that we were speaking of in the reading, the Holy Spirit, "Keep, by the Holy Spirit ... the good deposit entrusted".  There is no one here with power sufficient to hold the precious things of God in their own strength; we need to see that there is a power that God supplies, the power of the Holy Spirit; but Paul says, Keep it.  He says, "all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me".  It is a day of turning away, beloved, it is a day when persons may be contented enough, to accept what Christ would hold for them against eternity, but the many are careless as to the holding of divine things here. Think of God trusting men with something as precious as the deposit.  When Jesus was here He held everything for God, here in lowliness yet carrying in His heart and His life every precious thought of God and carrying it through without any of it ever being lost.

I read these scriptures because I am concerned about the depository. Where is it He is going to entrust it?  The Psalm refers to David and he is speaking about the ark, which speaks to us of Christ, Christ here in testimony.  David says in this Psalm "we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood". He would have heard about the ark; heard about the divine prescriptions in Exodus which gave its size, and its pattern.  It was a chest, not very large yet covered in gold, and the top of it, the lid of the ark was the mercy-seat made entirely of gold.  The mercy-seat becomes the throne of God, it is where God said he would meet with Moses and speak with him (Exodus 25: 22).  David would have heard about all these things when he was a boy; he would have heard about when the children of Israel went through the wilderness from Egypt and across the Jordan into the promised land, and the ark of God at the centre of the glorious system that was to go, treasured in their midst.  He would have heard how the ark when they first set out on their journeys, instead of travelling in the midst of the camp went out before them, as it says, "in the three days' journey to search out a resting place for them", (Num 10: 33).  He would have heard about these things when he was a boy and how the nations were afraid of Israel because of the way that God was amongst them.  I would like to apply it to each of us for we have heard of the Lord Jesus since we were children, heard about His boyhood, His manhood and we have heard about His precious death; heard the truth as to the One who took upon Himself and discharged before a holy God all that belonged to me, my sin and my state.  But then David says, "we found it in the fields of the wood".  Where did he find it, beloved? In a totally unsuitable place.  The latter history of the ark of God shows how little right care there was for it.  When they came into the land it was at Shiloh, and Eli, the official priest of that day, had so little sensitivity for the ark of God, that he allowed the young Samuel to sleep in the place where it was.  We read about the way it was taken and captured by the Philistines through the unfaithfulness of Eli's house. David describes it in his Psalm, "And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor" (Ps 78: 61); that was the ark.  And David found it in the house of Abinadab on the hill where it had been for well over forty years, uncared for, neglected, just like the testimony of Jesus is today, beloved.  The word of the glad tidings, the truth of God come down in Christ to meet man in his lost condition, comes to us today and to all men. Is He not worthy of the best?  Yet where do you find Him publicly today?  In the established churches men seem to be more intent upon their own things and their own interpretation of the things of God, accommodating what is of God to their own will and opinion; you read of the synod of the Church of England meeting together and discussing what is the consensus opinion on the virgin birth of Christ.  Is there to be a vote upon such a precious truth, beloved?  O, think of the place that publicly the ark of God is given!  The church of Rome and many other places - thank God for the true believers that are in them, but as to the systems they are heartless to Christ.  He becomes an incidental in their worship; and as to brethrenism, what has it been, beloved?  There was a time when the ark of God was stood at the side of the idol Dagon, idolatry; there has been a time even among us, beloved, when we have allowed idolatry to stand alongside Christ.  Think of His feelings! Where is the depositary to be?  In the great churches of London or Birmingham?  No - the depository of the precious truth of Jesus is to be in the hearts of His people, where He is truly loved and known and appreciated. David says, "we found it".  What is it like in your meeting, beloved, His dwelling?  Is it the place where He is loved, where His name is honoured, where His truth is known and spoken of, appreciated, a place where He is the centre, or do sometimes our local meetings, the gatherings of the people of God, sometimes fall from the level of what is proper to Christ?  The depository involves that men like David, and men and women like you and me, should say, I will not rest until I have made it better.  Beloved, might we make it better in our places. You will not make it better as long as you are only thinking of things as a system, as something that fits into your pattern of life; you will only be exercised to make it better as you get a real appreciation of Jesus.  Heaven has accorded Him everything, beloved.  The Scripture says, "Whom heaven indeed must receive till the times of the restoring of all things" (Acts 3: 21).  God has given all to Jesus, the hymn-writer says, All shall prosper in His hand. Every agency, every gate of heaven has been opened to receive Him, the Saviour, the King of kings, mighty in battle. Soon the heavens are to open and the Lord Jesus will come - hope of the believer's heart!  Would that He was more in my heart and yours, so we might say, like David here, I will not sleep until I have made the place of His rest better here.  Let us not be content, beloved, with anything less.  Let us see to it that in our life time at least, we have committed ourselves to improving the place of the ark amongst us. It is in persons like that, I believe, that the good deposit is to be kept.  May we not rest until there is an improvement, we may say, for Him in the place where He dwells.

As to Exodus, I think the stress there is on the people of God, "And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law".  We have been taught that the in-law position is a right one; it is legal, in a right sense, but it is not necessarily affectionate!  You know, beloved, God does not want His truth held by persons only in a legal way but by those who hold it affectionately.  The position you take up as a lover of Jesus is given in the Scriptures; you take up a position here. 2 Timothy shows you that there is confusion in the public church, and to find your way through it, it says, you gather with those who call upon the name of the Lord out of a pure heart (chap. 2: 22).  That would be right, it would be legal in that sense, but we are to be not only in that position but in it affectionately. Moses had been brought up as the son of Pharaoh's daughter; but God's work was there in his heart, and one day, he saw one of the overseers of Egypt smiting one of his brethren and he smote him back; there was something that answered to God's work in his heart. As a result of his indiscretion he has to flee from Egypt, and he spends all these years keeping the flock of Jethro; he married his daughter and he looked after his sheep, that was his job.  He was contented, brought up in the court of Pharaoh, in the area of the greatest things in man's world, he had seen man's glory in its full in Pharaoh's palace, yet he was content to keep the sheep of Jethro in the backside of the desert.  What had happened?  Hebrews says, he chose "rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin", (chap 11: 25), and God was going to have him as a depository for his thoughts about his people.  One of the things I believe that is included in the deposit that is entrusted is the people of God.  I do not see how you can hold the truth, or presume to hold the truth, if you have no care or regard for the people of God.  John, writing in his epistle, would measure your professed love for Christ by how you love those who love Him and serve Him. It is a great test for us, beloved. But Moses here was serving his father-in-law, and one day, he saw in the desert a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush, and he stopped and turned aside to see it.  It may be that some one, perhaps out of these scattered thoughts, might stop, perhaps a young person might stop today and turn aside to see what God would have you see.  It would not be a rare sight in the desert to see a thorn-bush on fire, but never before a thorn-bush that was burning and yet not being consumed.  Jehovah spoke to Moses out of the middle of the thorn-bush, and it gave him an impression of the way that God was amongst His people.  Moses never forgot it, God was changing him from the in-law position to the affectionate position; he never forgot what God had given him in this experience of the value to him of the people of God, he never forgot it.  You can trace it all the way through his history.  You will find how he stood there and supported the children of God, how he helped them, how he interceded with God for them, even at one point where God said he would cut them off, it says, "had not Moses his chosen stood in the breach", Psalm 106: 23. The record shows he was prepared to be cut off rather than the people of God, and blotted out of God's book, see Exod 32: 32.  I would like especially some younger ones here to turn aside in their thoughts and hearts at the present time.  If there has been any movement of heart in the way we have spoken together about these things today, would that someone will stop and turn aside.  God will notice it.   He did here, He will see some one who turns aside from the ordinariness of mere meetinggoing to really see what God is doing here?  He spoke to Moses out of the midst of the thornbush. He will speak to you, He will entrust to you such an impression of what He is doing amongst the saints, and what He is doing down here in the testimony that I think will make its mark on you for the rest of your life, and you will never forget it.

Lastly in Acts.  I come to Paul; what a man he was - naturally one of the best of his day; highly educated, and with everything in the Jewish world open to him and yet here in chains before Agrippa he says, "I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun", greater than anything the world had shone upon him, what a change in a man.  Have you ever read the writings of Paul?  You cannot fail but be stirred by the writings of the man. He had gone to Athens, and it says he was painfully excited in his spirit at seeing the idolatry that was there, the indifference of this world of learning; yet there was a shrine to the unknown God - he says, I will announce Him to you, he had found out about Him; God that he had heard about but did not know until Jesus made Himself known to him on the Damascus road.  Paul becomes a lover of Christ and here because of it he stands in the midst of this august audience, cynics, monarchs, governors, there they all were in all their finery, and in the middle is a man who stands and as we were saying in the reading, out of his belly was flowing rivers of living water.  Such was the power of the flow that even King Agrippa says, You almost persuade me to become a Christian.  What an answer, "I would to God, both in little and in much that not only thou but all who have heard me this day should become such as I am, except these bonds".  The power of the Spirit of God in Paul, one who uniquely by the Spirit of God had held things for God here, and had kept the deposit, the truth as to Christ and the assembly.

May we be encouraged, beloved, to become depositories, not just in title, not just in name, but in spirit and in heart, and may the rivers, the rivers of living water flow more from us, so that what is continued is continued in the power of the Holy Spirit for His Name's sake.

 

LONDON

15 February 1986

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:12-14 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus. [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

Psalms 132:1-6 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; [4] I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, [5] Until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob. [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood.

Exodus 3:1-8 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God. [7] And Jehovah said, I have seen assuredly the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and their cry have I heard on account of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows. [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Acts 26:9-15 (JND) [9] *I* indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean. [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote. [11] And often punishing them in all the synagogues, I compelled them to blaspheme. And, being exceedingly furious against them, I persecuted them even to cities out [of our own land]. [12] And when, [engaged] in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads. [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest:

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

Genesis 28 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. …

1 Samuel 20:15 (JND) [15] but thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever, no, not when Jehovah cuts off the enemies of David, every one from the face of the earth.

Isaiah 39:3-8 (JND) [3] Then came the prophet Isaiah to king Hezekiah, and said to him, What said these men? and from whence came they to thee? And Hezekiah said, They came from a far country to me, from Babylon. [4] And he said, What have they seen in thy house? And Hezekiah said, All that is in my house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewn them. [5] And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the word of Jehovah of hosts: [6] Behold, days come when all that is in thy house, and that which thy fathers have laid up until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith Jehovah. [7] And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, whom thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. [8] And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, Good is the word of Jehovah which thou hast spoken. And he said, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.

Exodus 25:22 (JND) [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Numbers 10:33 (JND) [33] And they set forward from the mountain of Jehovah [and went] three days' journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting-place for them.

Psalms 78:61 (JND) [61] And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor;

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Psalms 106:23 (JND) [23] And he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses, his chosen, stood before him in the breach, to turn away his fury, lest he should destroy [them].

Exodus 32:32 (JND) [32] And now, if thou wilt forgive their sin but if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book that thou hast written.



ADMIRATION


R.D.Plant

John 1: 29-31 to "I knew him not", 35,36; 2 Samuel 7: 18-20 to "say more to thee".

I just wanted to speak a word, dear brethren, as to admiration.  I have been affected since Lord's day as to the word in Thessalonians, which speaks of Him being wondered at, and admired, "in all that have believed", 2 Thess 1: 10, sometimes slightly misquoted.  It is not 'admired by all those that believe', but "in" them. In other words, there will be something seen in formation in persons who have been affected by the work of Christ.  I think the day for the secret side of that is now.  If there is to be that in persons in which Christ will be seen and wondered at and admired, I believe that the feature of admiration must have its part with us now.  Admiration, of course, would not be everything, but I am just touched with it since Lord's day and in these two men, John and David, I think you get some suggestion of admiration.  It has been said that this second reference to the expression, "Behold the Lamb of God", is John's admiration of Christ.  A wonderful thing, dear brethren, if we can come to that point, and a poor thing, I suppose, if service does not yield moments of admiration of Christ. I suppose we would all be occupied in service, no-one would exclude themselves from that.  I should not think so.  In the old dispensation the Kohathites and the Gershonites and the Merarites carried the various parts of the Tabernacle.   You do not get those distinctions today, but I think that every one of us would be concerned to be occupied in some way, in whatever our measure, in serving as we are able, and if this is so then each one would need these secret moments like John when as it were he stands back and admires what he sees in Jesus.  I do not believe, dear brethren, that service should become an over-riding and all-possessing object in itself but that the glorious features that shine out in Christ are constantly to affect us.  We are so used to activity and some of us so used to conflict.  Perhaps the first impetus imparted by recent exercises amongst the saints has faded and we could well ask ourselves whether often it is in the outward order of things that a certain excitement carries us along. It is a wonderful thing, in such times to find our resource in Christ, a wonderful thing to be able to stand back, as it were, and find beauty in Jesus; to be able to admire Him, to see something perhaps that we had not seen before.  Think of a man like John, a great servant as he was, one of whom it is said that there is none greater born of women (Matt 11: 11; Luke 7: 28), and yet he could stand back at this moment and, in admiration say "Behold the Lamb of God."  Do you have moments like that, beloved brother, beloved sister, just to marvel at the beauty and the glory of what God has in Christ, to marvel at the great things of God, at the things in which we are occupied, dear brethren, not just to be accumulating details of the truth so that you might be the most knowledgeable brother in the meeting, but gaining impressions of Christ which will go right through into eternity.  Would that we were all like that.

Well, David was a man who was disappointed and I suppose that disappointment also has come into the lives of most of us at some time, and yet in his disappointment he did not become bitter, he did not even turn to the brother who was perhaps nearest to him in his thoughts; but he sits before Jehovah as it says here, and uses this expression, "Is this the manner of man?".  A great thing, dear brethren; to be able to stand back from where we are or what we are occupied with, whether it is our service, or disappointment, or even elation, whatever it is, to see the beauty of the Man of God's choice, to marvel at the manner of Man He has chosen, to marvel at the things you are occupied with, at the mercy that has taken us up and kept us to this point.  "Is this the manner of man?" - the greatest disappointment of his life, I suppose, and maybe there is someone here today like that.  I would encourage such and all of us to turn to God and find that the Man in His presence is the only One who can totally satisfy our hearts.  I believe it is an exercise, dear brethren, that things are maintained in freshness and vitality until the Lord comes, and that will not be secured alone by the amount of knowledge we may have or by the amount of ministry we have read, important as that is.  We have had to prove these things. I believe that interest and vitality and the spirit of revival will be maintained amongst us, and in me, if we become more and more occupied with Christ.  The Spirit's work is perfect, dear brethren, everything He has ever touched has been successful and will be successful right the way through the dispensation, and God will not be hindered in any thought.  What a wonderful result, but may we be preserved in freshness and not merely in terms, and not merely in doctrine, important as it is, dear brethren, but in freshness and affection and interest.  I believe it will be as we are occupied more and more with Christ and with divine things, and really interested in them, not as an academic exercise but as they are linked with the Man who has touched our hearts, and has filled them with love for Himself.  May we be encouraged, for His Name's sake.

 

LONDON

24 September 1974

 

 


Scripture references

John 1:29-31 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water.

2 Samuel 7:18-20 (JND) [18] And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah? [20] And what can David say more to thee? for thou, Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

Matthew 11:11 (JND) [11] Verily I say to you, that there is not arisen among [the] born of women a greater than John the baptist. But he who is a little one in the kingdom of the heavens is greater than he.

Luke 7:28 (JND) [28] for I say unto you, Among them that are born of women a greater [prophet] is no one than John [the baptist]; but he who is a little one in the kingdom of God is greater than he.



THE CHILDREN'S GUIDANCE


One of the many little instances of safety depending on light was when some Christians, crossing a lonely moor, were overtaken by darkness and rain.  There would be danger in remaining exposed to the wild night and peril in leaving the track on which they were.  A glimmering light however guided them to much-needed shelter in a keeper's cottage.  The household had all gone to bed but by a mere mistake had left the oil-lamp burning in the window.  This was surely God's providence for the safety of the travellers.

Older children will have heard of the so-called Dark Ages during which the light of Christianity seemed to be but flickering.  Who knows, however, what believers there were during those centuries whose light gave guidance to the pathways of others and whose shining attracted the attention of heaven itself?  The present days are, in their way, quite as dark as those ancient times; therefore believers should appear, just like the heavenly bodies in the sky, "as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life".  Paul wrote these words to the Christians in Philippi.  How the children there would remember hearing of the way in which Paul and Silas had been heavenly lights in the darkness of the prison in their city and had held forth the word of life to one ready to die of despair! 

One of the verses in the very long Psalm reads, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path".  Thus the Scriptures are a guide to us in every step of our pathway, and will help us to discern the ways of God in our pathway. God is able to use a child to give guidance.  Of Josiah, who was crowned king when only eight years old, it is recorded that "while he was yet young" he set an example to his people by seeking after God and the things pleasing to Him.  The young king's guiding light became brighter and brighter.  He was able to have God's house, the Temple, restored.  Then by the finding of the book of the law a greater light was shed around and everyone had to be guided by God's word. Finally the king encouraged his people to serve God with the greatest assembly for many centuries.  Do you seek Him in prayer? 

 

J.C.Evershed

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		RIVERS OF LIVING WATER


		RIVERS OF LIVING WATER


		THE DEPOSITORY


		ADMIRATION


		THE CHILDREN'S GUIDANCE







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
A

WORD
INITS
SEASON

No. 168
March 1987





