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RESPONSIBILITY AND AFFECTION


Ephesians 4:1-3;  Philippians 3:8-15

During the course of the recent days together, a remark was made that it is normal that two things flow out from relationships: responsibility and the development of affections.  I have been thinking over that, and felt minded to say a little about both of these features.  

In Ephesians chapter 4 where we read, Paul, still a prisoner in the Lord, was thinking of the dignity of the calling.  He said, “I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called”.  What a marvellous calling we have, beloved brethren.  We have been called into the most wonderful things, including these marvellous relationships that we have been considering recently.  It would seem as if Paul, while thinking over the dignity of these relationships according to the divine calling, was then thinking of the responsibility that lies upon us to walk worthily in keeping with the dignity of the calling.  This first section clearly bears on our responsibilities according to the dignity of the calling.  Paul exhorted the saints to “walk worthy of the calling wherewith you have been called”.  He might just have left it at that, and left the saints to consider what that might mean, and expect the saints to work out what seemed suitable, but he then proceeded to give us guidance in relation to what that might mean.  We are thankful for these words of specific exhortation that help us to know how we ought to walk.  

He said, “with all lowliness and meekness”.  How important these two features are.  They characterised the Lord Jesus Himself so beautifully.  We marvel at the wonder of the Lord’s own gracious words, One who was so great as to His Person and so perfect as a Man here walking in perfect accordance with the will of His God and Father, delighting the heart of His Father every step of the way, and yet he could say, “I am meek and lowly”, Matt.11:29.  Think of the Lord Jesus perfectly exhibiting these beautiful features that we are exhorted to display as walking worthy of the calling.  One thing  I do think that we need to be preserved from is pride.  I am sure that, in recent times, we have been made to feel that the Lord has brought in a great deal of humbling amongst us.  That is not to be passed by with any disregard, but it is to be carefully noted.  I believe there has been a need for it, and we would do well to walk humbly and in the spirit of lowliness, and yet that is not in any way out of keeping with our dignified calling, but is suitable conduct because of it.

Then Paul said, “with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love”.  That is a very fine consideration to take up and be exercised about.  It is easy to cause friction and difficulty, and Scripture very soberly reminds us that a root of bitterness may spring up (Heb.12:15).  I am often impressed in thinking that it is not just the fruit of some bitterness, but the root.  What might it grow into?  We have to examine our own hearts and our own mannerisms, and see that we are walking worthy of the calling, so that we do not in any way provoke these things amongst one another which would be harmful, but that we should be marked by longsuffering, bearing with one another in love.  We do well to take up these responsibilities and fill them out in view of serving to bind the saints together in love.  What a good service it is to be set to be marked by longsuffering and patience, while seeking to serve in order to keep one another together in love.  Love is essential to the fellowship – it cannot function without it, and life according to God cannot be enjoyed without the atmosphere of love.  While these things in some way come in as a blessing from Himself, they have to be taken up by way of responsibility on our part, so that we fill out what is suited to the calling.

Paul said, “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”.  That unity exists, but we have to be active in order to keep it, to have our part in it and to serve one another in love in view of the promotion of it.  What healthy conditions would emerge all the more as we are in the good of these things.  I am sure that they are operating amongst the saints here.  We look round at one another, and even tonight, I believe that we can feel that we have a sense of this in circulation among the saints.  It draws our hearts to one another.  These bonds in love are very important, and greatly contribute to the liberty of fellowship being enjoyed amongst the saints, and the opportunity for increasing power in response to God.  

But then I thought that we might look at Philippians where Paul is not touching on the question of responsibility, but is speaking as a man who is full of affection for the Lord Jesus.  Paul was one who was in the enjoyment of all that he had been brought into, and on account of it, was counting all things loss because of “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”.  In verse after verse, we are given to feel that he was a man full of affection for the Lord Jesus.  What a change that makes in our lives when our hearts are bound with affection towards the Lord Jesus.  If that is so, we must necessarily think of all that is of interest to Christ too.  Another has said, ‘Too much taken up with our work, we may forget our Master’ 1.  But if I am occupied with the Master, it is unlikely that I will forget about His work.  If our hearts are held in affection for the Lord Jesus, as clearly the apostle Paul’s was, then the interests of Christ here will have a great place in our hearts.  Amongst these interests, Paul had love for the saints and a desire to serve them, while he himself was personally pursuing the path with energy.  In Ephesians, he said “walk worthy”, but here it as though his footsteps were moving faster still.  Paul speaks as if he was one running in a race; his heart was energised on account of burning affection for the Lord Jesus.  The desire of his heart was to come to know the excellency of Christ in a fuller way and to come to know something of the power of His resurrection.  We might ask, Did Paul not know about Christ’s resurrection?  Manifestly he did; he is one of those who rendered wonderful testimony to Christ being alive.  Even in that great public arena before Agrippa, he was almost considered to be full of madness (Acts 26:24) on account of the brightness of his testimony, bearing testimony that Jesus was living.  Paul knew very well about the resurrection, but he wanted to know more of the power of it, the power of it operating in his own soul, and the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings, being conformed to His death. 

These things would undoubtedly bring testing into the life of the apostle, and would do in our lives too, but then affection for the Lord Jesus would energise us to continue in the race, with the goal before us – the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.  That is the hope that lies before every true lover of the Lord Jesus.  We are looking forward to being with Christ, and to being like Him.  That is what the calling is here; it is the calling on high, it is being taken out of this scene altogether to be with Christ where He is.  Energy of affection helps us to move with a quickening step in the pathway.

I just leave these two thoughts with us – responsibility to walk suitably, but energy of affection to pursue with continuing zeal as we come nearer and nearer to the goal of the fulfilment of our wonderful hope in Christ.  May our hearts be uplifted and encouraged, and may we continue in view of His glory.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Calgary

10 July 2019

John Laurie

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 4:1-3 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Philippians 3:8-15 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. [15] As many therefore as [are] perfect, let us be thus minded; and if ye are any otherwise minded, this also God shall reveal to you.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Hebrews 12:15 (JND) [15] watching lest [there be] any one who lacks the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble [you], and many be defiled by it;

Acts 26:24 (JND) [24] And as he answered for his defence with these things, Festus says with a loud voice, Thou art mad, Paul; much learning turns thee to madness.



THE REVELATION


Revelation 1:9-20;  3:1-6;  22:16,17,20,21

My reason for venturing to speak from this book is simple.  It is because after the meeting yesterday, we were informally enquiring a little as to what the character of this book is.  John says, “Blessed is he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it”, Rev 1:3.  I am encouraged by that first statement, “Blessed is he that reads”.  While that is true of the whole Bible, that statement is specifically said of the book of Revelation.  I remember it being said that the book of Genesis is the seed plot or seed bed of the Bible, where many subsequently expanded divine thoughts are planted as seed: what we might speak of as the beginning of many strands of God’s ways.  Then I found help when I heard someone suggest that the book of the Revelation is the book of divine conclusions – not now seeds, or initial ideas or concepts, but everything brought to its conclusion according to God.  We are very privileged to have this book.  It is not for nothing that it is called the Revelation, for divine Persons have seen fit to reveal so much to us.  Some translations call it the Apocalypse, meaning the end of the world; we do not quarrel with that, but there is something very precious about the way the opening verse is taken for the title; “Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place”.  It would be a privilege to be counted amongst God’s bondmen.  And then it would be a privilege to have some living sense of what is contained in this book.  

In verse 5, John is writing his introduction, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood”.  I have often appreciated that – how it highlights the thought of the person being retained.  “To him who loves us” is in the present tense, then “and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father”.  I think there is a key in that.  It was suggested last night that, in the main part of the book – which from the start of chapter 4 describes the scene after the church has gone – we find the Lord Jesus claiming the earth for God.  Early in the book, John says, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father”.  Later in the book we find those who are priests of God (Rev.20:6) and they will serve men on God’s behalf, but what a privilege it is – one of these fundamental features – to be counted among those who are a kingdom of priests to His God and Father.  

The section we have read is the vision which John saw and it forms the first part of the book; he was told “Write therefore what thou has seen”.  It is helpful to reflect that this man who wrote the book was the John who leaned on the bosom of Jesus, “who also leaned at supper on his breast”, John 21:20.  I do not know how many years later John saw this vision, but it could only be the same One.  John says that he heard a voice; “and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, and in the midst of the seven lamps one like the Son of man”.  The Lord Jesus is before John, and what is so prominent is the thought of discrimination and discernment, “girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle”, somewhat restrained in the expression of His affection.  Something had come in – not between John personally and the Lord – and the Lord was not finding all as He would wish.  Let us remember that this is preceded by that ascription of John; “To him who loves us”, but something had come in.  Then we find “his eyes as a flame of fire”; these are the same eyes that looked at Peter and recovered him.  Then “his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power”.  This vision is very different from what John would recall.  Nothing is hidden from this One; He is presented as walking in the midst of the seven golden lamps.  The interpretation of this is that the Lord Jesus is viewing everything in the assembly and assessing it according to His own mind.  It would be equally true to say that He is assessing it according to the mind of God.  We read in verse 17, “And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead”.  This was the John who had been so close to the Lord Jesus, and between the Lord and himself there was no distance, but as appreciating something of the immensity of this, he says “I fell at his feet as dead”.  

But then “he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not”.  What a comfort these words have been to the Lord’s people for centuries.  John was not discouraged from taking in the enormity of what he had seen, what he had experienced; he was not discouraged from taking that in.  We, in our day, should not turn away from the sober recognition that all in the assembly is not as the Lord Jesus would have it.  We would not make light of that.  We would seek to have His assessment of everything and count it as a privilege – count it as part of our responsibility – to recognise His assessment, of ourselves first of all.  Then what words these are: “Fear not; I am the first and the last”.  What a wonderful description that is, what attributes these are, what attributes of glory; “I am the first and the last”.  It is the divinity of the Lord Jesus; he said, “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages”.  How John would be relieved to hear these words – that this was the same Jesus that he had known and loved and he loved Him still, the One who has “the keys of death and of hades”.  That was the vision which John saw and the effect on him was recorded by the Lord’s grace; He had chosen John personally to describe what we have just read.  Then “he laid his right hand upon me”.  We were hearing on Saturday about the kingdom of God come in power: that is what the right hand is – the power to revive this man and give him confidence.  That is the first part of the book.  

The second part consists of the addresses to the seven assemblies, which literally existed.  We should keep in mind that these are actual places in what is now part of modern Turkey.  Ephesus is the same Ephesus to which Paul wrote the epistle and Smyrna is on the map today, called Izmir.  Laodicea is not far from Colosse; these are, or are near to, places where Paul ministered.  We do not have a record in the Acts of his visits to all of them but we do for some of them.  In Mr Darby’s writings we are taught that they represent epochs in church history.  The first of these addresses is to Ephesus, and there was a lot to commend in Ephesus.  Remember it is the same assembly, the same company to which Paul wrote the epistle, and here is something that would give us a clue as to when it was written.  You remember that Paul wrote to Timothy and told him that “all who are in Asia … have turned away from me”, 2 Tim.1:15.  It does not say that they turned away from Christ, but they had turned away from Paul.  In the way the Lord writes here to the assembly in Ephesus, He commends them for many things but He says, “but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love”, Rev.2:4.  What a sad thing!  Perhaps there is a connection with what Paul said to Timothy.  

Then we read the next address to Smyrna and that is one of the two assemblies in which the Lord has nothing to correct.  It represents the poor, suffering, persecuted early church.  What that must have been for all those hundreds of years when the characteristic feature of Christianity was persecution!  Then comes Pergamos, which is identifiable too, and Thyatira which is also identifiable, and then we come to Sardis.  I have read from Sardis because publicly that is where we are.  Men and women might say, ‘these brethren are part of the Protestant religion’ and we would not be able to contradict that.  God used faithful men like Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon and Ulric Zwingli to revive in the souls of men and women and boys and girls the truth of justification by faith, which in its day, and especially in the days of those reformers, was a powerful and wonderful thing, and still is.  One of the results of the labours of such men – especially in Britain – was the availability of the Scriptures in the native language.  But the Lord says, “I have not found thy works complete”.  Now that is something for me to take account of.  He also says “thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead”; that too is a word for me.  But there is comfort when the Lord says, “But thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments, and they shall walk with me in white, because they are worthy”; we should always keep that scripture in mind when we think of all believers.  But when I think of myself, I am challenged by this word, “thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead”.

What follows is the address to Philadelphia and there is something very precious there because the Lord says, among other things, “thou hast kept the word of my patience” and “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth”.  We would not want to be among those who dwell upon the earth, to have our hopes here and spend our energies on that.  No.  It is to this assembly that the Lord Jesus says, “I come quickly”.  The Lord does not say ‘I come soon’, He says, “I come quickly”, and when He comes we know that it will be in an instant (1 Cor.15:52) “in the twinkling of an eye” and that is what we are looking for.  And the Lord says that they “shall know that I have loved thee”.  I think that if you had asked this assembly what they most valued in this message, they might have said that was it this: “and shall know that I have loved thee”. 

Then Laodicea – we know what this represents.  Perhaps this is my greatest danger, because these people had a lot to say about themselves and one of these things was that they had grown rich.  Now that is not simply money, or other means of having influence on earth.  It could be priding myself on knowing the truth intellectually – what a tragic thing that would be.  Why would I take the view that I was rich in the knowledge of the terms of the truth?  How awful that would be. These passages are very challenging to me, because I know that the “heart is deceitful above all things”, Jer.17:9.

I would like to occupy the brethren with the last part of the book where we have some of the very rare scriptures which speak of the eternal day.  What lies between where we read first and this passage is the longest part of this book, largely occupied with what we speak of as the day of the Lord and the day of Jesus Christ, but mainly the day of the Lord where the working out of God’s ways in relation to the earth and His judgments are unfolded.  The figure that is first used is a book with seven seals.  Thank God that book is sealed; it will be opened by the only One who will be found worthy, and that is the One who we know as the Lamb; those seals will be opened by Him one by one.  Certain other figures are used; the third part of the earth is referred to which we have been helped to see probably refers to the extent of the Roman empire and especially where there has been extensive Christian testimony.  But there are other figures used which would seem to point to that part of the world which Alexander conquered.  We know how far he went and that extent includes countries which are very much occupying world leaders at the present time.  Then we find God’s testimony about the world to come, the holy city coming down in all its influence, and the reign of Christ, but first, we have a reference to eternity, one of very few scriptures which speaks of it.

But I wanted to close with this passage at the end: “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  I have been very much influenced by this over the past forty years, because I remember it being said, when I was in my early twenties, and it was expressed as quite a strong opinion, that there was nothing collective left and that there was only an individual path for us as individual believers.  But this passage – let us weigh it today – says, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  This is in the present tense and that is a very precious thing to observe; do we believe that the actuality of this is about to happen; “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”?  So the bride in John’s view is identifiable as an entity.  That helped me.  This is recovery, as we would say, of a Philadelphian character.  I do not think that Paul saw it, and neither did Peter, but John saw it and here it is.  This is a collective voice that can, in unison with another divine Person, say “Come” to Jesus.  It is a most profound matter as to assembly privilege.  The Spirit and the bride saying “Come” is upward, and then immediately it says, “And let him that hears say, Come”.  That is outward in direction and may be the response of an individual who perhaps is not aware that they belong to the assembly, perhaps a Christian who does not even realise that there is such a thing as the bride, but they are hearing this – and who can say it cannot be so?  The Lord works, as we have recalled, in the twinkling of an eye, because this vessel here says “Come”.  That is upward again.  And then “And let him that is athirst come”; that is an outward, horizontal view..  So there is no need to choose between assembly truth and assembly life on the one hand, and evangelical truth and evangelical life on the other.  They are not presented as alternatives, they are joined, they are presented here together in normality.  That is, if my heart is set to say “Come” to Jesus, I appreciate assembly truth, and there is nothing between that and “let him that is athirst come”.  It was in Mr Coates’ ministry that I read this, that “let him that is athirst come” refers to someone who is thirsty in their soul 2.  But Mr Coates said that it then goes even wider than that; “he that will” – perhaps someone who did not even feel thirsty, but let him come, “let him take the water of life freely”.  Then the answer in verse 20 is, “He that testifies these things”: that is the Lord Jesus, who gave this revelation to John, and His answer is, “Yea, I come quickly”.  That is the Lord’s promise and as I have said, He will come quickly when He comes.  Then the response is “Amen; come Lord Jesus”.

What has maintained the Lord’s people through all these hundreds of years?  What will maintain the Lord’s people?  What we have been hearing about is part of this, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the saints”.  I trust the Lord may bless these words to us, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Malvern

17 September 2019

G John Richards


Scripture references

Revelation 1:9-20 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea. [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power. [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades. [19] Write therefore what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these. [20] The mystery of the seven stars which thou hast seen on my right hand, and the seven golden lamps. The seven stars are angels of the seven assemblies; and the seven lamps are seven assemblies.

Revelation 3:1-6 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. [4] But thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments, and they shall walk with me in white, because they are worthy. [5] He that overcomes, *he* shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot his name out of the book of life, and will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. [6] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Revelation 22:16-21 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely. [18] *I* testify to every one who hears the words of the prophecy of this book, If any one shall add to these things, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book. [19] And if any one take from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book. [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus. [21] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ [be] with all the saints.

Revelation 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near.

Revelation 20:6 (JND) [6] Blessed and holy he who has part in the first resurrection: over these the second death has no power; but they shall be priests of God and of the Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

John 21:20 (JND) [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up?

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.

1 Corinthians 15:52 (JND) [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed.

Jeremiah 17:9 (JND) [9] The heart is deceitful above all things, and incurable; who can know it?



“LET US WALK IN THE LIGHT OF JEHOVAH”


Isaiah 2:5  1 John 1:5-7

We see in this chapter that it was given to the house of Jacob to walk in the light of Jehovah.  There is this great invitation, “come ye, and let us walk in the light of Jehovah”.  The glorious God of love and grace and mercy gives a great invitation to know Him, and to walk in His light.  The impression that I have had for some time, and continue to gain from, is that the disciples saw Jesus walking.  What a blessed walk was His – a walk of grace, and yet a challenge for the disciples.  They saw the walk of Jesus in its various aspects and the challenge for us is how we walk.  We are exhorted to “walk in love”, Eph.5:2.  This thought has been impressed on me since we started to read Isaiah, and it is a challenge, at least for me.  I just wanted to share this impression as to the challenge in this invitation to walk in the light of Jehovah.  I trust we are all walking in the light of Jehovah: that would be the premise on which, as believers, we would be here – walking in the light of Jehovah, walking in the light of God.  

The thought is also in the New Testament, here in the first epistle of John.  “If we walk in the light as he is in the light”.  As I have been contemplating it, it is a real challenge to walk in the light as God is in the light, but the thought of seeing Jesus walking would give great encouragement to our hearts, to believers’ hearts.  He is the light of the world.  We have in Isaiah the contrast between light and darkness, and we see that in our present day.  We see darkness in general around us, people going back to paganism and things that are against God, or turning away from God into the darkness of not knowing God.  But the glorious God is the God of light, and it is a great appeal to us as believers to “walk in the light as he is in the light”.

The walk of Jesus was in perfect harmony with His Father.  We are to know God in relationship, and this was seen supremely in Jesus.  What a relationship, what a blessing for us to take account of Jesus walking in His relationship with a glorious God.  We are to know “that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all”.  It is a real challenge.  “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”.  There is great blessing and encouragement in having this relationship with the Lord, to walk as He walked (1 Pet.2:21).  That obviously cannot be done in our own power, but we sang to the Spirit:

‘Spring up, O Spirit most holy!’ (Hymn 391)

The Spirit is needed for us to understand and appreciate what it is to walk in this light.  

I feel exercised as to this matter of walking, because it is for our sojourn here on earth.  How do we as believers, as Christians, as lovers of the Lord Jesus, walk in light as God is in the light?  We must prove the power in the Spirit of God that is needed to do so.  And cleansing is available, from the sin that so easily entangles us and would hinder our view of Jesus.  The result of turning away may be that darkness enters the soul, but the great challenge and blessing for us is that “if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”.

So what a great challenge but what a great blessing it was for the disciples as they saw Jesus walking.  What encouragement it is to contemplate that Person, the One who is in such perfect harmony with His God and His Father.  “As he is in the light”; it would be light to our souls which would shine out to the world.  What a God we have to deal with!  

Well, that is the impression I had as to walking in the light.  It is something for our souls to contemplate as we see it in Jesus, and I would commend it to the brethren to consider.  May it be for our blessing, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Calgary

6 November 2019

Philip Brien




Scripture references

Isaiah 2:5 (JND) [5] House of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of Jehovah.

1 John 1:5-7 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not practise the truth. [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Ephesians 5:2 (JND) [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:



WALKING IN THE LIGHT AND REJOICING


Acts 8:36-39

Our brother has referred to walking in the light.  There is no mention of the light in this scripture, but I can assure you that this eunuch had light in his soul when he went on his way that he never had when he left the palace of the Ethiopian queen.  The moral way that he came into it was through the Scriptures; Philip used the Scriptures to enlighten him.  The eunuch had been reading the letter of Scripture, but he did not get the import of what the scripture in Isaiah 53 was saying until Philip opened it up to him.  

That can happen in the meeting for ministry.  We were referring on Lord’s day to the importance of prophetic speaking, when a word is spoken about a scripture that has been read.  A certain scripture comes into a brother’s mind, and he opens it up, and you get an impression that you have never had before.  It is a great thing to know the Scriptures.  We have examples of persons here who studied the Scriptures when they were young.  It is a great thing when you are young to memorise the Scriptures, then you are able to bring in a scripture when you are speaking to someone, as Philip was here.

It says, “Philip … beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him.  And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water”.  The eunuch had been converted by Philip’s preaching, and he says, “what hinders my being baptised? … And they went down both to the water, both Philip and the eunuch”.  Imagine these two men going down into the water together.  When they came up out of the water, that eunuch was walking in life, as I am trying to bring out.  When he was baptised, when he came up out of the water, what the eunuch had been previously was in principle left behind in the water.  That is an important thing.  I remember our brother James Taylor Senior saying years ago after being at the baptism of a child, that the water was carried out afterwards almost as if it was a dead body 3.  You can see the principle in that.  

So the eunuch was a different person altogether.  He saw Philip no longer, but what a testimony he would render when he went back to the palace of the queen Candace!  He would be a different person; he would have something in his soul that he did not have when he left the palace.  He would go back there; what life would be in him when he went back there!  Philip had done his job, had done the service that the Spirit of God had told him to do.   The eunuch saw Philip no longer; now he could stand on his own two feet.  He would be a light bearer, and it says that “he went on his way rejoicing”.  I remember Mr Deck saying that it was an evidence that he had the Spirit.  It is wonderful to see that.  Something had come into that man’s soul and he went on his way rejoicing.

Well, beloved brethren, that was the simple impression I had, and I trust that we will be encouraged.  We want to be bright believers, believers who are rejoicing, believers who “appear as lights in the world”, Phil.2:15.  May the Lord bless this simple word.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Calgary

6 November 2019

Robert Gray

 


Scripture references

Acts 8:36-39 (JND) [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? [37] Not available [38] And he commanded the chariot to stop. And they went down both to the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptised him. [39] But when they came up out of the water [the] Spirit of [the] Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no longer, for he went on his way rejoicing.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Philippians 2:15 (JND) [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world,



DIVINE DIMENSIONS


Revelation 5:11-12;  21:15-17;  Ephesians 3:14-21

I have been thinking about divine dimensions.  In the first scripture a number was heard, then in Revelation 21 dimensions could be seen, and in Ephesians it is a question of what surpasses knowledge.

I wanted to start with these examples in Revelation because, if you listen to what goes on in the world, and if you see what goes on in the world, you might wonder where the work of God is.  This number that John had his attention drawn to is “ten thousands of ten thousands”.  That is hundreds of millions.  No doubt it would involve the scope of what God has secured.  Our brother has spoken about the scope that is expressed in “the man Christ Jesus”, 1 Tim.2:5.  This is part of it, this is what has been secured by redemption.  And then “thousands of thousands”.  The thousands of Israel are spoken of (Num.10:36).  God has not lost Israel: there has been a period of time when their praise has been silent, but they have not been lost.  John heard this number “thousands of thousands”; it reminds us that God has lost nothing of what His heart was set on.

I just want to leave this impression, brethren, that the vastness of what God has secured is going through, and it is going to be available to Him for praise.  You think of this – to have one Object, “saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain”.  How could you cause hundreds of millions of people all to say the same thing?  It is difficult in this world to get two people to say the same thing!  In God’s arrangements, there will be hundreds of millions all saying the same thing; they will all be giving glory to Christ.  “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Phil.2:9.  There will be no divergence of view, no conflicting voice and these vast numbers will all ascribe glory to the Lamb.  So if you hear in the world that the thoughts of God have failed, it is not so, beloved; God’s thoughts are going through.

In Revelation 21 we come to what can be seen, and it is still within man’s compass, it is “a man’s measure, that is, the angel’s”.  But this city is twelve thousand stadia, and it says the length and breadth and height of it are equal.  You remember the road to Emmaüs; it was sixty stadia and the note tells us that that is about seven miles4.  So if sixty stadia is seven miles then one hundred twenty are fourteen miles, and if you multiply that up, twelve thousand stadia are 1400 miles.  One thousand four hundred miles in breadth and length and height.  Now this is a symbol; this is spiritual and symbolic.  We were in Vancouver last year and it could take you three hours to drive from one side of Vancouver to the other, so vast a city it is.  This city is much bigger than that.  And Vancouver has breadth and length but it has no height.  God’s thoughts have height; they come from heaven.  This city is “coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God” (v.10).  It is greater than anything that man could ever devise.  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?”, Rom.11:34.  Paul quotes that in Romans from Isaiah.  “Who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?”  This is part of the counsel of God, that there should be an immense evidence of the substance of divine work, which will be available not just for display in the millennium but eternally for the glory of God.

In Ephesians, we come to what cannot be measured.  But we have strength for it, “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”.  That is “the power which works in us”.  That is the “greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”, Eph.1:19,20.  It is the power of resurrection and it is not just towards us, but by the Spirit it is working in us, in order to give us access to these things, not just individually but collectively.  

And then “fully able to apprehend …”.  There are limits set for what we can do, it is the limitation of the fact that we remain creatures forever.  The assembly is a creature vessel.  There is breadth and length; it begins with breadth because I think that speaks of the outgoing of the gospel and the length may represent what is universal.  But then we come to depth.  That is something that men know nothing about; they know nothing about depth.  They can tell you quite a lot about height, and they can go down to the bottom of the Mariana Trench which is about seven miles deep in the Pacific Ocean, but they know nothing about Christ who descended into the lower parts of the earth.  And they know nothing about what is formed as a result of that: “the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God”, 1 Cor.2:10.  There is what is formed in the saints by way of depth that will be available eternally to God’s glory.

And then you come to height.  We are brought into that in divine power.  It is important to see what this translation says: “in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend …”.  You may say ‘it is too great for me’, but then it says, “with all the saints”.  We need each other, because everybody has an impression and it all contributes; in each brother and sister there is breadth and length and depth and height, there is the fruit of the work of God.  In that vast assembly, in that city that we spoke of, think of all that is formed there, and it has foundations.  But then “to know the love of the Christ that surpasses knowledge”; it is inexhaustible and it cannot entirely be described.  It is greater than anything the world knows about.  The world’s knowledge could not give you enough words to describe the glory of Christ.  

Then “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”.  God’s fulness is in Christ; “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, Col.2:9.  It is accessible in that sense.  As I say, there is the limit that remains because we are creatures, but then we come to “him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think”.  It is striking that it does not say, ‘far exceedingly beyond’, it says “above”; God’s thoughts are always heavenwards.  They are always elevated; “far exceedingly above all which we ask or think … to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages.  Amen”.  That is something else that cannot be measured because it never comes to an end.  We sing of the Lord Jesus:

‘God’s will in its vastness Thou lovedst’                                    (Hymn 39).

That vastness is going to come into expression for the glory of Christ in the millennium and for the glory of God eternally, but, beloved, you and I are part of this.  It is not all somewhere else and it is not all someone else.  It involves many that we do not know, but these ten thousands of ten thousands – God knows them.  “The Lord knows those that are his” (2 Tim.2:19), but one of them is you.  One of them is you, and God desires that you should be kept away from what the world says, what it thinks, and what it sees, and by the Spirit see and hear what God is doing and be part of what will be for His glory eternally.  He thought of you in the purposes of His love in a past eternity, He loves you now, He will love you forever, and He desires a response.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

4 February 2020

Paul A Gray

 


Scripture references

Revelation 5:11-12 (JND) [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands; [12] saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Revelation 21:15-17 (JND) [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's.

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

Numbers 10:36 (JND) [36] And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel.

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Romans 11:34 (JND) [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor?

Ephesians 1:19-20 (JND) [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,

1 Corinthians 2:10 (JND) [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.



“BREAKING BREAD IN THE HOUSE”


The present restrictions in most parts of the world on people gathering together, caused by the need to avoid viral infection being passed on to others, are no doubt being felt very deeply by many believers who greatly value assembling with their brethren.  This extract from Mr Taylor Snr’s ministry is interesting in that regard:

 


EXTRACT


The Lord brought in a Paul.  The saints in Damascus were not prepared for such a one … Are we prepared to be small enough and to retain our smallness in order to avoid inflation by any circumstances? … so the three thousand are added (Acts 2:41).  You say, Where did they meet, for there could be no hall in Jerusalem large enough to hold them, but the Holy Spirit says they broke bread in the houses (Acts 2:46); the Lord had been working in the saints' houses during His ministry and had prepared them.  Such a service as the Lord's in Peter's house, as He stood over his wife's mother, is needed in our houses; He touched her, and the fever left her, and she arose and ministered to them.  He rebuked the fever, and it left her, and she served them, not only Him (Luke 4:39).  When those three thousand were brought in there was great need of such service, indeed, all would be taxed in service.  Doubtless there were many houses where Jesus had worked and they would be ready for the breaking of bread.  If they broke bread in their houses, their houses must have been available, and they were all in it, wives and daughters would be ready.  The breaking of bread is a family thought, and so they broke bread in the houses

J. Taylor Vol.18 pp.392,393

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:41 (JND) [41] Those then who had accepted his word were baptised; and there were added in that day about three thousand souls.

Acts 2:46 (JND) [46] And every day, being constantly in the temple with one accord, and breaking bread in [the] house, they received their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

Luke 4:39 (JND) [39] And standing over her, he rebuked the fever, and it left her; and forthwith standing up she served them.



DISTRIBUTION OF NOTES OF MINISTRY


For some time, a small number of copies of Notes of Ministry have been distributed each month by email, either as a .pdf file, or a Word document.  

The present restriction on gatherings of believers referred to on the previous page has interfered with the way in which, especially in the UK, large numbers of copies are distributed at such gatherings.  This has prompted us to ask whether more readers would like to receive the Notes by email each month.  If you would like to receive the booklet in this way, please let us know via this address:

notesofministry@virginmedia.com

saying whether you would like it as a .pdf file, a Word document or in e-book format such as EPUB (Apple/Android) or MOBI (Kindle).  However if you, like both of us, prefer to have a paper booklet to read, we will be very glad to continue to post one to you each month.

With warm greetings at this difficult time in our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, whose soon coming we all await,

Your brothers in Him 

Paul Martin

John Brown

Edited and published monthly by John Brown and Paul Martin

Additional copies are available, free of charge, by emailing 

notesofministry@virginmedia.com or paul@nofm.co.uk 

36 Laverock Park Linlithgow EH49 6AT

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ
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