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PERSONS WHO ARE CHARACTERISTICALLY OF THE TRUTH

John 18: 36, 37; 2 John 1–6; 3 John 1–14 

DBR What was principally in one’s mind beloved brethren was what the Lord says to Pilate, “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.” It would suggest what persons are characteristically, they are “of the truth”. The chapter is a solemn one following the Lord speaking to the Father in chapter 17; He enters into an area of attack. He is being attacked. 

Satan had found a ready tool in one who had companied with the Lord, I mean Judas; a faithless traitor, and also the officers of the chief priest and Pharisees. We need to remember that the nation had turned apostate. So you have the components set up by Satan, an evil attack of a character that had never been seen before. It is the last moments of the Lord’s life down here. And yet what marks Him is personal dignity, the glory of His Person. He says “I am he” and they fall backward (John 18: 6); a display of majesty, a display of power in deity. 

Then we come to Pilate too. He represents the Roman power, a cruel power. It would seem that he had some right sensibilities. I think Mr. Taylor said of him at this point, he was convicted but not converted. He acts against his conscience. That is the position that the Lord is in here. It ought to be felt by every true heart. In that setting, we may say the outer circle, the circle of darkness, it says they came with lanterns and torches and weapons (John 18: 3), miserable darkness. 

I thought that what the Lord says here, “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice”, presents to us an inner circle, and I thought that was seen in the two epistles. In the second epistle you see very clearly that the truth is our bond, the bond of fellowship is the truth. In the third epistle you have persons witnessing to the truth, walking in the truth, regulated by it, and at the very end of the third epistle, you have a man who not only bears witness to the truth, but the truth bears witness to him; a most remarkable thing that the truth itself bears witness to what was found in Demetrius. I thought we might speak together and help one another, because I believe we are in days when the obligation that lies upon us is to maintain the truth. 

P.H. 

That is helpful. I was wondering as to this inner circle. Would it relate to those that the Lord speaks to the Father of, “They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word”, John 17: 6? 

DBR Yes I wondered that, it is helpful to bring that in. Think of the great advantage of having part in this inner circle, it says, “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice”. Do you think the first great feature of the inner circle is intimacy with Christ? And beloved brethren we need to be maintained in that, we need to be maintained in intimacy with Christ. 

Do you feel that? 

P.H. 

I would be glad if you would say something more as to how we are to be maintained in that please. 

DBR Well it would obviously involve exercise on our part, and I think the Spirit would be required for it. The Holy Spirit’s service would be active to keep us near Christ, consciously in intimate relationship with Him. In that way we hear His voice, I think there is a very precious suggestion in it. 

R.D.P. 

You made a reference to Pilate being perhaps convicted but not converted, would you say a bit more about that? 

DBR Well in one way he seems to try an avenue to get Christ clear. There is an element of conviction there. He must have been impressed with this Person who was before him. There was never a Person before him like that. So Pilate has some inward sense of that. I think there is some conviction in his soul, but he remains unchanged, he is not converted. It puts him in a solemn position, do you think? 

R.D.P. 

Yes I was thinking of Laodicea, “I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice”, Rev 3: 20. Mr Coates says we can become totally occupied with the knocking, but the important thing is the voice. Just as you made the remark I thought of that, the voice involves 

something more than conviction or being alerted, or feeling something is not as it should be, the voice involves divine communication does it? 

DBR That is very good. All that would be communicated by that voice to us. The law is taught by Moses, but what we have I think in the suggestion of the voice, is that it is the voice of the Son of God. He teaches us divine secrets about the revelation of God. I think that all belongs to the inner circle, and one would trust that we are stirred to have our part actively in it as belonging to it. 

A.P.D. 

Would you say what is involved in the truth’? 

DBR Well I thought it was the whole scope of the truth involving God being made known in Christ. It is not a small thing we are speaking of, it is a wonderful thing. I think that God has brought us into it that we might maintain it, maintain all that is involved in it, and have part in the answer to it. The voice of Christ would very much bear on that, that the Lord would keep us quickened in our affections in relation to what has been revealed of God. But I would value what you say. 

A.P.D. 

What you say about the voice of Christ I would support. In any matter that comes up among us I think we want to hear the voice of Christ do we not? 

DBR Just so. That is really what pertains in the inner circle of Christianity. 

W.McL. 

Would the Shepherd’s voice be in that circle? 

DBR The gospel of John is full of the suggestion of the voice of Christ, the voice of the Bridegroom, the voice of the Son of God, the voice of the last Adam and as you say the voice of the Shepherd. I think it involves the whole spectrum of what would be involved in securing us and holding us vitally for the pleasure of God, in answer to the way that God has been revealed in Christ. 

H.T.F. 

Would you say that what has just been said is illustrated in a way in the cave of Adullam (1 Samuel 22), the inner circle? It was really the shepherd’s voice that would have been heard. David was in rejection but he became more to them as a result perhaps of hearing his voice, do 

you think? 

DBR Well that is good. “My sheep hear my voice”, John 10: 27. The sheep are really representative of the quality of God’s work in the saints. I think the sheep represent those who become formed in the divine nature. All that is involved in the hearing of the voice of Christ. It is introduction into Christianity vitally; that is how we want to be in it, and that involves that we are formed in the divine nature, in the love of God. 

J.W. 

Those that are of the truth, they have not only appreciated it as coming out in Christ objectively, they have done that, but it has had a formative effect in them, so that the truth is seen in them in that way do you think? 

DBR Yes I think that is good John, I had that in mind. Of course the Lord Himself says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life”, John 14: 6. When you come to the epistle it says “the Spirit is the truth” (1 John 5: 6); and that is really pointing to the fact that the Spirit is substantially operating in men like ourselves to form us after the truth. I think that is involved in “the Spirit is the truth”, do you think? 

J.W. 

I was thinking as to what you said as to the maintenance of the truth, we can only maintain it as expressing it, and there must be a formative work for that, which is by the Spirit, do you think? 

DBR I think that is important, and is really bearing on my exercise that it is beyond the mere knowledge of the terms of the truth. These terms are blessed to understand and to know them, but I think we need to get beyond that, we need to be persons who represent the truth, the truth is seen in us, substantially. 

D.B.B. 

You started at verse 36, “My kingdom is not of this world”; to hear that voice we need to come into a certain mystery of that kingdom, do we not? 

DBR Yes say more. 

D.B.B. 

Well it is an out of the world condition. It is separate is it not? 

DBR Yes, and the idea of authority is in it, “My kingdom”. I do not think we will make much progress in taking on the 

truth unless we are subject persons. It is another, we may say exercise, on a moral line; we need to learn to be subject, learn to be obedient, learn to be submissive to the voice of Christ. 

These are important things, do you think? 

D.B.B. 

Very much needed. 

A.P.D. 

What do you say about the unction in relation to this? 

DBR You could help us. 

A.P.D. 

Well I wondered if we are “of the truth” our instincts would be right? 

DBR Yes I think what you say is right, “ye have the unction from the holy one”, 1 

John 2: 20. It is more than what is outward, it is the idea of rubbing in. Mr. Raven says a very important thing to my way of thinking, he says ‘There is no such thing as mental access into Christianity, progress must be made by the Spirit’; that involves the unction, involves the secret working in us, the Holy Spirit’s power to secure persons who can express the truth, that is what the Lord is after. 

DJW Does desire come into it, in chapter 7 the Lord says, “If any one desire to practise his will”, John 7: 17. 

DBR Yes that is very good, say more about that. I appreciate that. 

DJW Well the world sets itself for self-aggrandisement, does it not? But the believer as affected by Christ has to set himself to grasp the truth, it does not just happen. 

DBR Well I think the Lord values where there is desire. If there is no desire it is almost impossible to help a person, that is true, just to be practical. But where there is desire you find the Lord takes them on, and the brethren take them on, and help them too, I say that for the encouragement of the young people, to be stimulated, to have desire to go in for these things. 

DJW Mary chose the good part (Luke 10: 42), and the Lord commends it. If we thought more of what it meant to Him, we would desire it a lot. 

DBR Yes very good. 

APG I was just thinking of what you were saying as to intimacy. The Lord says, 

“Abide in me and I in you” (John 

15: 4); that is intimacy, is it not? Does that involve our affections? 

DBR It does involve our affections. Also there is a practical side to it. We have to make room for it. Our brother said we have to desire it. Individually we ought to spend a little more time with the Lord. I say that, not critically at all, but as knowing my own leaning; we need to spend more time to speak to the Lord and to be quietly in His presence. The religious Christendom has become absorbed with almost viewing Christianity as a science, something that can be taken on and we develop the art of it, but that is completely false. People speak about studying divinity, it is ridiculous to think that way. What we need to be exercised to do is to study the revealed mind of God, that to me is of critical importance at the present time. 

To meet certain exercises we need to study the revealed mind of God, and that of course involves a knowledge of the Scriptures, but it also involves time spent with the Lord and with the Spirit, and of course with the Father. 

AM The Lord says to the Father, “Sanctify them by the truth” (John 17: 17), the truth as made way for by us, has that effect upon us, there is a change, there is a sanctifying effect as the truth has its way. 

DBR He says, “thy word is truth”, I think that is most important, and that would help us practically. It may be a younger person, and us all of course, we may read scripture and ministry but it may be that we do not always understand it, but it has a sanctifying effect. 

That is an important feature in our individual lives and in our collective lives, we have such a thing as a sanctified company. 

M.JM Why do you think then that the Lord draws attention to Pilate as to His kingship here? He says in the middle of the verse, “I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world”. 

DBR What would you say about it? 

M.JM Well, is everything in the Person? 

DBR Yes exactly, that is the truth of John’s gospel. Everything is presented in that Person, everything we may 

say that is needed; it is there in Him objectively, to feed on, to admire, to grow in appreciation of. Then to be with the Spirit that the very same thing, these features, in measure are formed in you and me. I think that is one of the great needs of the moment, for persons like ourselves to be formed in the truth. 

M.JM Does the very question that Pilate asks, “What is truth?”, expose himself? 

DBR It does, it was there before him. It was there in Christ. The answer was there right in his presence, and as far as we know he was unaffected by it morally. 

Well perhaps we should go on to the epistles. John is writing as an elder here, a person who had experience with God. The idea in the elder is substantiality, not now the Lord, but it is John that is speaking; the expression of substantiality after the pattern of Christ is seen in John. “The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not I only but also all who have known the truth, for the truth’s sake”. I think it opens up a very important matter, beloved brethren, we need to see that the truth is our bond. If we accept that and come into the gain of it, it does away with all the social whirl of the world that sometimes has a place amongst us. The truth is our bond. I would like to hear what the brethren say about that. 

J.W. 

It has been said that love of the truth is morally greater than love for the brethren; although that is essential that we do love the brethren, but we love them in truth. 

DBR Yes that is it. 

J.W. 

Well if you love the truth you love what is of God, and the way that God has come out in expression, and you love what is of God in the saints, so would that bear on what you say as to the truth being our bond? We are linked together in that way. 

DBR And “all who have known the truth, for the truth’s sake”. It is not for the sake of advancing any person, we serve one another for the truth’s sake. It opens up the question really as to the whole way we live, especially in our relations with one another, and whether we are set for the 

development of the truth in one another. Of course we come into the things by measure. 

Everything is seen perfectly and objectively in Christ, but we come into things by measure. 

Therefore we need to be patient, but we need to rejoice when we see some feature of the truth coming into expression. The Lord says in Luke 7, “Seest thou this woman?” (Luke 7: 44). It is to be seen in expression, not merely in the page of scripture, or in the books we have, it is to be seen in us. 

DJW When you say the truth is our bond, is that an organic thing? 

DBR Yes, it is. 

DJW I wondered if it involved the way we all derive from the same source? 

DBR That thought was in my mind, the idea of derivation, and we derive from the same source, therefore what is to be produced really is of the same character do you think? 

DJW I was thinking that you cannot exactly set out a technical document of what involves my relationship with a brother, it is there because it is a family thing. It is family manners if you like. 

DBR Yes. Eve was a product of creational formation, but Rebecca was the product of the family relationships, that is the organic side. It has been worked out that we derive from the same source, derive from the same substantial matter of the truth. That is what we derive from, we are being formed in that way, and I think you can see clearly that the link, the bond is an organic one, it cannot be easily broken. 

P.H. 

What you have already said is very good. You remarked I think that the thing we are speaking of is not just an abstract thing, it is what is in Christ Himself, and it is features that are of Christ that are formed in each one, and it is that that we find attractive in one another. I may not necessarily get on with a person on a natural basis, but it is what is of Christ that holds us together. 

DBR That is important, it is part of my exercise that we see that. The bond that we have together is in the truth, and it is not abstract it is substantial, it is real. 

H.T.F. 

Is that the family, the family is always the inner side, the inner circle you are speaking of? 

DBR That is what I had in mind in suggesting that Rebecca was the product of the family, the family feature rather than Eve who was really a creational product. Rebecca was formed in the family and that is a great matter. 

H.T.F. 

God has set the solitary in families (Psalm 68: 6). 

DBR Yes, just so. 

R.D.P. 

We have been thinking of Rebecca recently. The servant went to the area of those that were kin. He moved into the area of kinship, but he was looking for something additional, he did not just go and ask for their address, he looked for characteristics did he not? So kinship, they were all of the family, but she expressed something additional. 

DBR Her character was there and that is really the burden of my exercise that the truth is to be taken on characteristically, that we are of the truth, and being of the truth we hear His voice, and I think you see it worked out in these persons beautifully. In the elect lady and her children, and then there is another lady. I think the thing is being worked out so beautifully according to the divine pattern. I suppose only the Spirit could bring that about, do you think? 

R.D.P. 

It must be part of the Spirit’s work. He brings the treasure all to light. There is the way in which the Spirit brings to light what is latent, would that be right? 

DBR So it says here, “for the truth’s sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity”. They are the same words as are used for the Spirit by the Lord Himself, with you and in you (John 14: 17). I think “for the truth’s sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity” is the substantial product of the Spirit’s work. Think of that, ‘abiding to eternity’. 

I noticed some time ago there are two thoughts that come in. It was Mr. Gardiner, I was reading something from him, he said that ‘to eternity’ would mean that the fact that the Spirit is the truth and the truth is formed in persons, the whole exigencies of time will yield in triumph to God. The other thing that Mr. Gardiner suggested is that this really goes into eternity itself. That the substantial 

evidence will be in eternity of what has been formed according to the truth in the saints. That is a very fine thought. 

M.JM I was going to ask as to this, it is a veiled reference to the Holy Spirit, is it not? 

It does not formally refer to the Spirit, but he does in the previous epistle as to the Spirit bearing witness. 

DBR And the Spirit is the truth, and that I think is seen in these operations in this inner circle of things in these two epistles. You see the fruit of the Spirit’s work. It is totally reliable and most attractive. 

A.P.D. 

Does this involve some conditions in us that the truth should abide in us? 

DBR Yes it must do. 

A.P.D. 

I was thinking of the woman who had the flux of blood (Luke 8: 43), it came to light with her that she told all the truth and she was transparent was she not? 

DBR That is a necessary condition for the formation of the truth. I think it is the first element of the kingdom, that is transparency. As you come into the kingdom everything becomes clear in your history, both on God-ward side and on man-ward side, so that there is transparency; one of the great needful conditions to take on the features of the truth. 

A.P.D. 

I wondered if the thought of dwelling would involve suitable conditions in us. 

DBR Exactly. 

APG Could you help as to the children, the elect lady and her children? John speaks of the children of God and he speaks of his children, this is her children. 

DBR Yes what do you see in that? 

APG Does it speak of character, children derive? 

DBR Yes I think so. I remember getting a touch from Mr. Percy Lyon about that, character linked with the motherly side. He was referring to the overcomer in the seven churches, and said the overcomer was the product of the mother, the motherly features of the assembly. It is a very fine thought, the more you think of it the more right it appears. You may say that every Christian can claim God 

as his father, but not every Christian can say the assembly is their mother. I say that soberly. 

We would be exercised to find our place in the assembly and to be characterised by the assembly. One of the features that I think has to be combated throughout the period of the recovery, is the rising up of persons who thought they could mould the assembly into the way they think. It is totally wrong; we must be related to the assembly in a humble, contrite, subject way that we might be formed by the assembly. That is a most important thing. So I think you can see that what Mr. Lyon said was the truth, that the overcomer was the product of the motherly feature. A very precious matter. 

R.D.P. 

This matter of walking in the truth, “I have found of thy children walking in truth”, involves more than keeping commandments. It must involve that there is something of Christ coming out in character. I mean the Pharisees kept commandment, or thought they did, but they were not walking in truth, there was no representation, there was nothing there of the divine root. 

DBR I think what you say is helpful, because if you take the Lord Himself, the pattern for us, think of how He walked and what God saw in that walk. He saw in that walk the answer to everything He ever had in mind in his heart for man, there was the perfect expression of that, now there is to be an expression in you and me of that, do you think? 

R.D.P. 

So that you could academically, take in the teaching of the recovery even, but you cannot academically achieve this inward touch, that must involve that you have to do with Christ. 

DBR That is right, you must hear His voice, it is a living voice, a quickening voice that brings in the last Adam, a quickening spirit (1 Corinthians 15: 45). The last Adam, a making alive or a quickening spirit; that is far beyond commandment. I think the walking is that you are regulated really by the whole glorious character of how God has been revealed in Christ. It brings an exalted touch into it, that we are regulated by the greatest thing, the revelation of God in Christ. It is not academic, I think it is vital Christianity. 

W.McL. 

Would John have got some impression of it when the Lord spoke to him from the cross? 

DBR Yes that is good, go on say more. 

W.McL. 

Well I just wondered, there was the mother she met with the twelve, did she not, or the eleven, all that transpired there and all that was prophesied of her, and John went through the testimony until the Lord took him, and I just wondered if he would get the feelings of all the assembly has passed through? It comes out in his suggestions in the addresses. 

DBR Yes that is good, and the proper feelings that entered into that. 

DJW I was just pondering this idea of walking in truth. Would that link in some way with the first epistle that in it we would have spiritual growth, children, young men and fathers? I was thinking, does that involve spiritual progress, is movement in mind? 

DBR You mean it is progressive in that way, is that your thought? You progress in it, something we take on and we become developed in the idea. 

DJW I trust I have some deeper appreciation of the truth today than I had. 

DBR I think walking therefore is a most important matter; God says to Abram, “walk before my face, and be perfect”, Genesis 17: 1. 

DJW So when it says to eternity, I was thinking of John 13 where the Lord was departing out of this world to the Father, that was His walking in truth, it was out of this world. 

DBR Yes just so, out of the world to the Father. Now I wonder how many of us really have a sense daily that God’s eye is upon us? Walk before Me, He says. If you had the sense of God’s eye upon you, you could not be careless, it would determine where we go and where we do not go. I do not want to be negative at all but it is a very searching matter to be governed by the truth in our walk. 

A.P.D. 

Mr. Taylor said about that reference to Abraham that he would see the way God was looking, the direction in which He was looking. That would help us as to our walk. 

DBR So we are walking in a certain direction, we are moving in a certain direction, we are not turning. It says, “when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it”, Isaiah 30: 21. That for us would be the way of the truth. 

M.JM Is there progression, the first epistle refers to walking in the light, but is the thought of walking in the truth a more developed thought? 

DBR I think walking in the truth is just what I said before, I think it is the whole truth. 

We cannot really go on rightly if we departmentalise the truth; we cannot leave sections of the truth out which do not appeal to us, we must walk in the truth. We are regulated by the truth in its entirety. 

J.W. 

Would this help us in walking together, do you think? I thought this is an important thing, that we are walking together, walking in the same direction as regulated by the truth; governed by the truth, we would walk in the same steps, would we? 

DBR Yes walking in the same steps, in a certain sense walking the same way. It becomes characteristic that that is how we walk. We are being regulated by the power of the Spirit, but it is in relation to the whole counsel of God. It is a wonderful thing. In the Lord’s pathway down here, every step He took was regulated by the counsel of God. We could hardly claim that, but it is what we should have in our minds. 

R.McL. 

Would that enter into what we have in 2 Timothy, it says, “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, 2 Timothy 2: 22? 

DBR Yes, it must involve practical separation from evil. That is the practical side of it, and we must remember that separation from evil is God’s principle of unity, there is no true unity apart from that. That is how we discover that we are walking with those that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. I think God would place it upon us that we must be set to maintain the truth. Is that timely? Is what I am saying right? We must be set for it, and I think too we must be 

collectively set for it. So it is the way that things are held amongst us, and can come under scrutiny from anyone, and especially the scrutiny of God. That would reveal that persons were governed by the revealed mind of God. 

AM The word to Gaius was that he was holding fast the truth, does that show that the truth was precious to him? I feel sometimes it is a challenge. How precious is the truth to me? 

Divine things may seem to become common place to some, but how precious it is, there is nothing like it. 

DBR That is what it means there, we need to hold it. If you go back to the Old Testament you have a man going about cutting people’s thumbs off (Judges 1). That is what the enemy is trying to do today. He is trying to cut our thumbs off so that we lose our grasp on the truth. We need our thumbs, we need all our hand to hold on to the truth. Hold fast and make sure that no one is cutting your thumb off. A little bit here and a little bit there, a little modification and what is happening?—the truth is evaporating. Beloved brethren we cannot afford to let any detail of the truth go. 

J.W. 

Mr. Raven said that if we let one feature go we lose the lot, we lose the whole truth because the truth is one whole. He did not like to speak of truths, the truth is one whole. 

DBR It is the entirety of the thing. Every sect that has been formed in Christendom has been generally formed as a result of pushing one truth at the expense of another; for instance Baptists—they pushed that truth, and they lost it all. We must hold fast the truth, you might say balance the truth, that does not mean that you let certain features go, but balancing the truth is you take in the whole scope of the matter. 

A.P.D. 

Would this help us to value the ministries of the recovery? I think we need that. 

We need to get into that and see how valuable it is to us, the opening up of the truth. 

DBR To see how God has operated by the Spirit, how carefully, and in what a detailed way, to open the thing up to us. Now there is the idea of the faith and the truth. I would suggest that the faith is something we embrace that is the principle of faith, the fact that we embrace it; but the truth is 

what God commits to us and it is to be kept, we have that obligation, to keep the truth. I do not want to sound hard in any way, beloved brethren, but we are in critical days. The Lord is coming soon, and the public side is that He will take over. We long for that day when that glorious Man will be vindicated, but in the interim, we must take on the obligation to maintain the truth. 

R.D.P. 

Would you say that the enemy will attack this, he does attack it, and we may fail, but you look for this feature, characteristically, holding the truth; we may need and we will need adjustment as we go on. This does not suggest persons who are, I was going to say, inch perfect in every detail, but it is characteristic would you say? 

DBR I do think that. I think we have needed and we will need adjustment, but it is fine when persons can be adjusted. 

R.D.P. 

Yes because that would be one of the characters of it, persons who are holding truth, is that they were adjustable, they were amenable to divine adjustment. 

DBR It is a question of being of the truth. The thought comes in early in Romans; it speaks of those who are of the faith of Jesus, not only those who have faith in Jesus, but there is the faith of Jesus. So it begins early I believe in the Christian’s history, we take on this characteristic feature, it becomes part of us. 

R.D.P. 

So a man like Peter, but this was there with Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16: 16), “flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father” (Matthew 16: 17), and yet Peter failed grievously; he was recovered, but he was one who walked in truth, characteristically, it was what marked him. 

DBR That is it. 

M.JM Would our committal, Lord’s day, by Lord’s day at the Supper involve this line of being committed to the truth. 

DBR Yes, that is good and I think perhaps that mainly at the Supper, we would hear the voice of Christ, Lord’s day by Lord’s day. You think of His voice saying, “this do in remembrance of me”, Luke 22: 19. What a voice that is and 

many are answering to it. Then it is not only that we answer to it but we answer to it characteristically, week by week. The matter is fresh and I believe as the Lord comes in there is always some touch from Himself, a quickening touch, we hear the voice of Christ, a very precious matter. 

R.D.P. 

We should always make room for that element, a calling of Him to mind. There is the public side as well, there is the matter of the announcement, but that first touch is what the heart has in Christ Himself. Is that right? 

DBR That is right. It is the inner side, the secret side. And if we are going to be maintained publicly in our witness to the truth we must be sustained by what we know in the inner side. “Every one that is of the truth hears my voice”. I suppose you see it in John 20, the inner side of the truth. 

Well there was a man here and he was casting out of the assembly, Diotrephes. But here is a man Demetrius, he is going on in spite of all the Diotrephes’ in the world, he is going on, and I think this is a great testimony, “Demetrius has witness borne to him by all, and by the truth itself”. How would you understand that? 

A.P.D. 

I do not know, except there must have been a correspondence there. Real correspondence there with the truth, in him. You say what you had in mind. 

DBR That was what I had in mind, there was such a formation in the man that the very truth itself witnessed to him. 

M.M. 

Is the truth seen then objectively in Christ, and then it is worked out subjectively in us, by the Spirit? 

DBR That is what brings out the characteristic side of things, you become subject to the Spirit’s operation in you, bringing into correspondence with the truth. 

M.M. 

So that when we look upon one another we see features of Christ. 

DBR Yes exactly that is it. 

DJW Do you think Demetrius being referred to here would remind us that the Lord always leaves practical examples for us. “Remember your leaders” comes in, does it not (Hebrews 13: 7)? The Lord always shows that the condition is 

workable in our day does He not? 

DBR I am sure you are like me, you can look back and you can remember men and women that you have come in touch with, and you have been affected by the fact that they were characterised by certain things. I can look back and see many of them, my own father was one. He was of the truth, and others, not only brothers but sisters also you can say they were of the truth, they left their mark on you. It is more than what we say, it is what we are. 

They said to the Lord, “Who art thou?”, and He said, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. I think that is the great thing, that the truth is never better expressed, than when it is expressed in a person. 

DJW So sometimes you do not need a chapter and verse, you see the thing expressed among the saints. 

DBR Just so. 

P.H. 

Does what you are saying link back to what we had as to Christ Himself, “I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world”. It was manifested in the Person, and it is now formed in persons who are like Him. 

DBR Exactly, seen now in the saints. I suppose in a certain sense, as Mr. Raven taught us, regarding the features of the new man, that there is no individual Christian able to display all of the features of Christ, but when you think of the whole of the new man it is a collective state, Christ characteristically as seen in that new man. Do you think? 

P.H. 

I noticed as to Gaius it says in the note, ‘Lit. ‘to thy truth’’. Would that relate to what he had made his own. 

DBR Yes it is ‘to thy truth’. 

H.T.F. 

The word “all”, “to him by all”, it is not some is it, I was wondering if there is a link with God all in all? 

DBR Demetrius “has witness borne to him by all”. Well God all in all, He is all objectively and He is also all subjectively. 

Well there is just a word before we finish, “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He that does good is of God”. May we heed the exhortation beloved brethren. Do not imitate what is of evil it does not belong to us, we 

have been called to a greater thing, called to a greater matter, called to have part of being exponents of the truth. 

W.McL. 

That reminds me of a remark of Mr. Percy Lyon, that Paul was the exponent of all that he expounded. 

DBR Yes I remember that, the exponent of what he expounded. Just so. 

Reading at Grimsby, 10 October 2009 
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Scripture references

John 18:36-37 (JND) [36] Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my servants had fought that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but now my kingdom is not from hence. [37] Pilate therefore said to him, Thou art then a king? Jesus answered, Thou sayest [it], that I am a king. I have been born for this, and for this I have come into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.

2 John 1:1-6 (JND) [1] The elder to [the] elect lady and her children, whom *I* love in truth, and not *I* only but also all who have known the truth, [2] for the truth's sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity. [3] Grace shall be with you, mercy, peace from God [the] Father, and from [the] Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. [4] I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received commandment from the Father. [5] And now I beseech thee, lady, not as writing to thee a new commandment, but that which we have had from [the] beginning, that we should love one another. [6] And this is love, that we should walk according to his commandments. This is the commandment, according as ye have heard from the beginning, that ye might walk in it.

3 John 1:1-14 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. [2] Beloved, I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth. [4] I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth. [5] Beloved, thou doest faithfully [in] whatever thou mayest have wrought towards the brethren and that strangers, [6] (who have witnessed of thy love before [the] assembly,) in setting forward whom on their journey worthily of God, thou wilt do well; [7] for for the name have they gone forth, taking nothing of those of the nations. [8] *We* therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth. [9] I wrote something to the assembly; but Diotrephes, who loves to have the first place among them, receives us not. [10] For this reason, if I come, I will bring to remembrance his works which he does, babbling against us with wicked words; and not content with these, neither does he himself receive the brethren; and those who would he prevents, and casts [them] out of the assembly. [11] Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He that does good is of God. He that does evil has not seen God. [12] Demetrius has witness borne to him by all, and by the truth itself; and *we* also bear witness, and thou knowest that our witness is true. …

John 18:6 (JND) [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground.

John 18:3 (JND) [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons.

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

1 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And his brethren and all his father's house heard [it], and they went down thither to him. [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men. [3] And David went thence to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth amongst you, till I know what God will do for me. …

John 10:27 (JND) [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me;

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

1 John 5:6 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth.

John 2:20 (JND) [20] The Jews therefore said, Forty and six years was this temple building, and thou wilt raise it up in three days?

John 7:17 (JND) [17] If any one desire to practise his will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of God, or [that] I speak from myself.

Luke 10:42 (JND) [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

John 17:17 (JND) [17] Sanctify them by the truth: thy word is truth.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:44 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair.

Psalms 68:6 (JND) [6] God maketh the solitary into families; those that were bound he bringeth out into prosperity: but the rebellious dwell in a parched [land].

John 14:17 (JND) [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

Luke 8:43 (JND) [43] And a woman who had a flux of blood since twelve years, who, having spent all her living on physicians, could not be cured by any one,

1 Corinthians 15:45 (JND) [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit.

Genesis 17:1 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Isaiah 30:21 (JND) [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Matthew 16:16 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Matthew 16:17 (JND) [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens.

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Hebrews 13:7 (JND) [7] Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.



THE RECOGNITION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

R. Taylor 

Exodus 23: 20–23 

I take the liberty dear brethren of speaking, as the Lord may help, as to the Holy Spirit. These verses would undoubtedly be a reference to Him, and it impressed me as I read them just now, the wide range of His service, “to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee to the place that I have prepared”. What a mission, you may say, the Spirit has undertaken. What a service He has entered into. And He entered into it voluntarily. I think we should be exercised, dear brethren, as to expansion in our response to the Spirit in the service of God. We generally just have a hymn and a thanksgiving to the Spirit, and I am not saying that is wrong, but do not let us be too circumscribed about it. Do not let that be a pattern exactly; occasionally we have two responses. We justify what we do, saying that He only asks 

for a sip in type, but Rebecca gave Him far more than that. If you look at what Rebecca gave Him, you would be amazed if you calculated the amount of water she drew for him and for his camels. It was so great that it says, “the man was astonished” (Genesis 24: 21) at what she brought. You would like the Spirit to be rejoicing in some of the responses that we have. 

I was impressed on Lord’s day that the Spirit has been here, sufferingly dear brethren. We speak about the sufferings of the Lord Jesus, and I would not for one moment belittle that because the very core of Christianity is what Christ has done. He has shed His blood. But the Spirit has suffered, greatly, tremendously. If you look at the history of the children of Israel you see how the Spirit was slighted. So that I think the divine mind took account of that. That is why it says, “Behold”. There is a comma there. “Behold, ... Be careful in his presence”. 

“Be careful in his presence”. The Spirit suffers in the way He has been slighted. Instead of room being made for Him in the Christian profession, man has usurped that place, but the Spirit is here that there may be a true response. Mr. J. N. Darby wrote ‘The Notion of a Clergyman Dispensationally the Sin Against the Holy Ghost’ (Collected Writings Vol.1, p.36). The Lord Jesus protects it too. He says, that sin against the Spirit will not be forgiven (Matthew 12: 31). You see the divine word protects the lowly place that the Spirit has taken. 

And I say all that is part of how much the Spirit has suffered. I would have to think of my own life, as the scripture speaks about not grieving Him. If He is grieved He is suffering, by being set aside through one thing and another. We all feel that in our histories. So it says, “Be careful in his presence”. 

The glory of this dispensation depends on the Holy Spirit being made room for and His leadership. It says, “I send an Angel before thee”. Think of the divine confidence in the Holy Spirit that the dispensation is in His hands, serving the saints. It says that He will bring you to the place that I have 

prepared, “if thou shalt diligently hearken unto his voice, and do all that I shall say, then I will be an enemy to thine enemies, and an adversary to thine adversaries. For mine Angel will go before thee and bring thee in”. The Amorites would not stand the Hittites would not stand, the Perizzites, the Canaanites. They would all have to go as the Spirit was made room for. It took them a long time and we would have to feel that in our own hearts. But as He is made room for these enemies must go. Great forces they were but the divine word here is that they could not stand in His presence. 

It is very striking, dear brethren, the Lord Jesus never preached until the Spirit came upon Him (Luke 4: 18). Also after the temptations He returned to Galilee. I find that very affecting. 

The suggestion would be that He went to an area that the Spirit would be made room for. 

There is a beautiful reference in Luke 21: 37 that says, that by night He remained abroad on the mount of Olives, as if He was in that domain where the Spirit was free. We speak of Him in His manhood, because He was a true man, but it says that He spent the night abroad on the mount of Olives. What a night of communion it must have been! 

Well the passage is just to encourage our hearts, dear brethren, that though despised and set at nought publicly, if the Spirit is made room for, it says He will go before you and bring you into this inhabited land. What confidence God must have had in this Angel, sending Him before them. Moses, Caleb, Joshua drew on it and a few others. There they were preserved; preserved through a nation that had to die. Indeed Caleb says, He has kept me alive, like the Spirit life on account of righteousness, but it involves making room for Him. He is very sensitive, but as He is made room for what a guide He is. It is very beautiful the amount of titles that the Lord Jesus gives us about the Spirit in those few chapters in John, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth. He will guide you into all the truth. In our circumstances as He is made room for, He is there in our sorrows—a Comforter. He 

is there to lead us into the inheritance as a Guide, and the Spirit of truth when the spirit of error is all around; what graces and what power are in this divine Person. 

And that is what this chapter brings about, the power. You can see, and we can feel it in our own hearts too, what sorrows it has brought in when we have gone in our own strength and in our own ways. But what power there is as the Spirit is made room for. It says, “For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice but of power”, 2 Timothy 1: 7. He has given us a spirit of power. Well Galilee would make room for that power. It says a spirit “of power, and of love, and of wise discretion”. It is a very interesting thing to look at that. The Spirit is connected with power. It speaks about that in Ephesians as well. He has strengthened us with power by His Spirit in the inner man. It is not the outward man, the educated man, but He will strengthen us with power in the inner man. The power, dear brethren, to see us through in the circumstances of this life. 

Well I just leave these words that we may know more of it. Paul has that very beautiful word at the end of Corinthians, “the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”, 2 Corinthians 13: 14. What a beautiful touch. Communion is a two-way matter, and our brother has referred to the end of Revelation and I think you see the fruit of that communion. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Revelation 22: 17. You would have to be very close to a person to say the same word at the same time, and that is what the assembly is there in Revelation. “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”, a divine Person and a creature vessel say the same word at the same time. How near the Spirit brings us into the divine presence in a formative way, because that is not a professed word, but one spoken in reality. Well what an answer there is to be in how He has charged Himself to see these people of old through to the inhabited land, and how He is to be with us all the days. 

He is to be with us until the rapture, and it says indeed in Romans, that God will quicken our mortal bodies. Those who are alive on this earth at the rapture, their mortal bodies will be quickened on account of His Spirit which dwells in us. What a place the Spirit is going to have at the rapture. The living will be marked out on account of the Spirit having been made room for, in whatever measure, in their souls. Until that time may our hearts make more room for Him, and may we be concerned that He has a greater place in our lives for guidance and for help. And may we just be exercised that there is more depth and vitality and freshness in our response to Him. For Christ’s name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
20 April 2010 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 23:20-23 (JND) [20] Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee to the place that I have prepared. [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him. [22] But if thou shalt diligently hearken unto his voice, and do all that I shall say, then I will be an enemy to thine enemies, and an adversary to thine adversaries. [23] For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off.

Genesis 24:21 (JND) [21] And the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not.

Matthew 12:31 (JND) [31] For this reason I say unto you, Every sin and injurious speaking shall be forgiven to men, but speaking injuriously of the Spirit shall not be forgiven to men.

Luke 4:18 (JND) [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered,

Luke 21:37 (JND) [37] And by day he was teaching in the temple, and by night, going out, he remained abroad on the mountain called [the mount] of Olives;

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

2 Corinthians 13:14 (JND) [14] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, [be] with you all.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



EXTRACT

TRUE WISDOM TO HONOUR CHRIST 

John 12: 1–31 

God takes care that there should be a full witness to Christ as Son of God, Son of David and Son of man. 

Mary’s thought in her act goes really beyond death; Christ was her life. A man tries to distinguish his life—if he is a man of the world he is right to try to distinguish his life by getting on in the world. Mary was wise, she honoured Christ and she is distinguished by this, for the Lord says of her that wherever the gospel is preached her act shall be spoken of. This act of hers was the moral sequence of sitting at the feet of Jesus and of hearing His word. 

Christ was her life in the matter of His being everything to her. So with us, Christ is our life, and it is well when all that we have is devoted to Him, our speech and all that is true wisdom. 

A Christian really wants to pass out of sight himself, but when opportunity offers he should honour Christ. Mary gave her all—she did what she could; the widow also who gave 

her two mites, she did what she could. The ointment was a sacrifice, so what we have is devoted, it is a sacrifice. Martha would have been wise to do as Mary did; Martha, as seen in this chapter, may have learnt her lesson—it says she served, and she did not complain of Mary not helping her, but Mary is the one here who is distinguished, and that because she honoured Christ. Mary’s act drew out the thoughts of the disciples, it was waste in their view, and many a Christian is judged in that way. Why not devote your energies to benefit the world? The true way is to honour Christ, for no real good is done to this world except by Christ. 

It is a real waste to try to benefit the world in any way except by Christ, but if you distinguish Him there you do the best for the world. You may be impelled by man in some way or other, you need to analyse your motives as to whence the impulse comes, that thus you may be impelled by divine influences and not by human. 

Christ has brought us to the revelation of God, and people ought to have a great deal more joy in connection with this revelation than they have, it is so blessed to have got such a revelation of God. Mary was held to Christ; the Spirit was not yet given, but she was held to Him. In Him there was the testimony of God brought to her, it was this that held her to Christ. All was divinely ordered, she did the right thing at the right moment. The Lord appreciated it—He said, “She hath done what she could”; He appreciates everything done to Himself. Mary was misjudged even by the disciples. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 19, pp.524,525) 
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Scripture references

John 12:1-31 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. [4] One of his disciples therefore, Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, who was about to deliver him up, says, [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor? [6] But he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and carried what was put into [it]. [7] Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial; [8] for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always. [9] A great crowd therefore of the Jews knew that he was there; and they came, not because of Jesus only, but also that they might see Lazarus whom he raised from among [the] dead. [10] But the chief priests took counsel that they might kill Lazarus also, [11] because many of the Jews went away on his account and believed on Jesus. [12] On the morrow a great crowd who came to the feast, having heard that Jesus is coming into Jerusalem, …
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