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GLORIFYING GOD

D. E. Burr 

John 17: 4, 5; 1 Corinthians 6: 17–20; 1 Peter 4: 11–16; Revelation 15: 2–4 

I seek, with the Lord’s help, to say a word as to glorifying God. As always when we seek help for ourselves in relation to what we may take up, it is good first of all to see the pattern in our Lord Jesus Christ. It is good to see too that we are not being asked to do anything that He Himself has not done; not, of course, that we are capable of doing it to the same degree or to the same measure. The Lord is ever unique and perfect, but He was here as Man, and as Man He was undertaking services and a course of life that He wished to see extended in His own. So it says, “I have glorified thee on the earth”; that I think is something that the Lord would like to see continued. That is, not what He has done, or what He alone could do, but that there might be the continuation of the activity of glorifying God in human vessels. 

So the Lord says, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gayest me that I should do it”. Work too may be given to us to do. To what extent any one of us could say that I have completed what was given me to do would be a challenge that we would each one have to answer for ourselves. But the Lord, in the glorious perfection that belonged to Him alone, was able to complete, and complete to God’s full satisfaction in every detail, all that had been committed to Him. What a subject, an infinite subject really to speak about and to contemplate, that there has been a divine Person here as Man who has glorified God on the earth. You think of the earth, not here I suppose exactly the earth as God created it, but rather the earth as dwelt upon by men, men of all tribes and nations and tongues, with propensities for evil in 

their hearts; that earth that God had created for His pleasure, but into which sin had entered and over which Satan in large measure had taken control. There was one Man here who amidst all the opposition, and all the neglect and indifference of sinful men, was able to say He had glorified God on the earth. What a contemplation! A holy, harmless, undefiled Person in whom sin was not, moving amongst men, and able to glorify God in those circumstances! 

That is, I suppose, that in every step of His way there was something that shone out that expressed God Himself in all His holiness and purity, and in which God could find His delight and satisfaction. We were reminded in the reading of the ignorance of men, and of the operation of man’s will in choosing to ignore God; there was nothing there in which God could be glorified. But, in Christ there was ever the outshining in perfection of manhood according to God, and there was that in which God could rejoice, finding His delight in a life that was totally contrary to all that marked man naturally, a life that had for its objective, the pleasure of God. 

So it was in all those things in the life of Jesus that we read about. We read about Him being twelve years of age, hearing and answering questions in the temple; in every answer that He gave He would glorify God. He would draw attention to the One who alone was worthy of worship and praise and response. In all His activity of healing, His giving sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, raising the dead, in all these things God was glorified. On the mount of transfiguration God was glorified in having One there of whom He could say, and to whom He could draw attention, This is My beloved Son, hear Him. He could say, Hear Him, because He alone upon the earth at that time was able to fully express Himself, and in which life God found His pleasure and satisfaction. I believe supremely the Lord here is speaking anticipatively of the work that was yet to be accomplished in giving up His life as the perfect offering for sin. Although in manhood the Lord shrunk from that final expression of devotion, yet in obedience He went through to the end, loving His own. He loved them to the end, He loved them through everything. The Lord is the perfect example of the One who glorified God, and, as I say, anticipatively at this time, because His work in actuality had some little way to go. He says, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”. Well, we can speak of our Lord, we can look upon Him, we can trace the glories and perfections that were to be found in Him and Him alone, and we can wonder that it has been left on record—that it is within our capability, indeed within command given to us, that we also should glorify God. So the Lord says, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”. Nothing was left undone of that glorious work of redemption, all that it involved in all its aspects and detail, including the burial of the man that was under sentence, as we were reminded earlier, and being raised for our justification; all part of the work that was completed. The Lord, with assurance, and knowing fully that He was received and heard, had glorified God on the earth. 

I come to 1 Corinthians 6 because it finishes up with this statement which is in effect a command—“glorify now then God in your body”. The whole section that I read, although somewhat delicate in its literality, but nevertheless something that has to be expressed, and, I may say, has to be taught, shows there are certain things in the “world that pass as an every day kind of thing, that are not to be known within the Christian circle. I take it we are intelligent, understand the plain meaning of Scripture, and there is what the believer is to flee if we are to be amongst those that glorify God. I suppose one of the things that Satan, at the moment, is most active in pursuing, and seeking to introduce as his own will and his own standard, is the breaking into the sanctity of human relationships; and they become so common in the world that there is the possibility of the same standards being introduced amongst the circle of the saints, but there is what is to be fled from. 

It goes on to say, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God”. In an earlier passage, there is the reference to the temple, “ye are the temple” (1 Corinthians 3: 16), which is collective in its bearing, but this section is individual. It is for you, it is for me, it is for each one of us, each one of us that has the Holy Spirit, and that would be normal for every believer to have the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit dwells in us and our bodies, and that is literal, our physical construction provides the domain in which the Spirit can find temple dwelling conditions. Now that is on the one hand a very serious contemplation, that we have a divine Person dwelling within our physical frame. The Spirit, of course, is a spirit, and there is that in the believer that is spirit—he is body, soul and spirit, but, the body, the physical body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, a place where He dwells. Well, the question arises as to whether the Spirit of God, as dwelling in us, finds congenial conditions. It is intended that He should, for “your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God”. Then it goes on to say something which we are a little loathe to accept perhaps—“ye are not your own”. Persons of the world seeking to degrade believers, especially young believers, will say to them, Well, it is your body, is it not? You can do what you like with it. But if you are a believer it is not so, it is not your own, you cannot do what you like with it. You cannot smoke, can you? Of course you cannot smoke, if you are the temple of God. Even men at large would not think of smoking in St Paul’s Cathedral, I would not think. And of course that leads to all sorts of other things, such as engaging in matters which involve the loss of self-control. One of the fruits of the Spirit is self-control, and if we place ourselves in a position where we lose self-control, deliberately I mean, then the Spirit is not free. 

So, “ye have been bought with a price” you are not your own. The young believer who is saved knows that he is going to be with Christ when he dies, however soon or long that may be. You are not your own, you cannot do as you like with your own body. You cannot make tattoos on it, obviously you cannot, and so on, you have been bought with a price. So it says, “glorify now then God in your body”. That is what we are called upon to do, glorify God; not to indulge in self-gratification, not to make a place where Satan can find a home. You know that passage about the evil spirit returning and finding the place swept and adorned, the last state it says is worse than the first (Luke 11: 25). Well, let us be warned that the Spirit dwells in us and we are to glorify God in our body. That is we express something of the Lord Jesus, express something of His manner of life—His conduct; His meekness; His gentleness; express these things, glorify God in your body. 

Peter is more a collective situation, verse 11 of chapter 4 would relate to service, service in the assembly “if any one minister”. That does not just mean standing up like I am standing; there will be brothers standing up in the service of God tomorrow, if we are still here, free to celebrate the Supper; so you minister to God “as of strength which God supplies”. That is, you do not draw upon your own power, you do not draw upon your own skill, if you have any; you do not draw upon any natural resource, but “as of strength which God supplies; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might for the ages of ages”. I think this has a bearing on the conduct of our assembly gatherings, that whatever takes place in them should have this character that God may be glorified. It extends beyond that of course, it says, “that God in all things may be glorified”. In all our relationships as brothers and sisters together, in our testimony, what is in view is that God may be glorified, and clearly this is something that is possible within the range of our ability, to glorify God. 

Then it goes on to speak about other things that we might have to bear and suffer—“If ye are reproached in the name of Christ”. I suppose we all could cite instances in our own lives where we have avoided the reproach, and if we have avoided the reproach then the Spirit of glory and of God, in this aspect is not resting upon us, we have turned it away. But “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: on their part”, that is to say on the part of those who cast the reproaches “on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified”. The acceptance of suffering, the acceptance of reproach, leads to some experience of God being glorified. 

It goes on, “Let none of you suffer indeed as murderer, or thief, or evildoer”, I do not suppose any of those are really likely to be experienced in this company, but we might as “overseer of other people’s matters”. Let none of you suffer as a result of these things, but rather “as a christian”. Are we prepared to suffer “as a christian”? That is to suffer in some way for Christ, it does not express the degree. We know that some persons, particularly in some lands at the present time, are suffering as Christians. Maybe we would not be able to walk with them in fellowship, but nevertheless, there are persons suffering as Christians. Let us recognise that they are having their part in the glorifying of God, and let us ourselves be prepared for the suffering position that leads to God being glorified. 

I just touch on the final scripture that I read in Revelation 15 where it clearly has in mind another dispensation from our own. But then we can learn from these things, we can learn from Scripture, and we can make applications, and what is going to take place in this day to come should have its answer in those who fear God at the present time. There are those who have harps of God and they sing the song of Moses and they are responsive, responsive to God, saying “Great and wonderful are thy works, Lord God Almighty; righteous and true are thy ways, O King of nations”. How true that is, we can surely have our part in a contribution to this kind of response. Then he says, “Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy; for all nations shall come and do homage before thee; for thy righteousnesses have been made manifest”. Well, he is raising a challenge, a question, “Who shall not fear thee ...?” And who shall not “glorify thy name”? How about you? Are you amongst those who would fear Him and glorify His name? The psalmist, because this almost is like a psalm, is really saying, Well it is unthinkable that there should be any who will not fear Him, and glorify the name of God. 

We come together tomorrow, God willing, and we have our part and we enter upon the service of God, we gladly glorify Him then. But, we are not really going to glorify God fully, just on Lord’s day morning, if we have not known something of what it is to glorify Him in our lives and conduct through the week. So let this challenge ring in our ears as we close this time of gathering—“Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy”. Let us be committed, beloved brethren, to having our part in the present and continuing service individually and collectively of glorifying God. May we be vitally in it, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Glasgow
24 August 1996 

 


Scripture references

John 17:4-5 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it; [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

1 Corinthians 6:17-20 (JND) [17] But he that [is] joined to the Lord is one Spirit. [18] Flee fornication. Every sin which a man may practise is without the body, but he that commits fornication sins against his own body. [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

1 Peter 4:11-16 (JND) [11] If any one speak as oracles of God; if any one minister as of strength which God supplies; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might for the ages of ages. Amen. [12] Beloved, take not [as] strange the fire [of persecution] which has taken place amongst you for [your] trial, as if a strange thing was happening to you; [13] but as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation. [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.] [15] Let none of you suffer indeed as murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or as overseer of other people's matters; [16] but if as a christian, let him not be ashamed, but glorify God in this name.

Revelation 15:2-4 (JND) [2] And I saw as a glass sea, mingled with fire, and those that had gained the victory over the beast, and over its image, and over the number of its name, standing upon the glass sea, having harps of God. [3] And they sing the song of Moses bondman of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and wonderful [are] thy works, Lord God Almighty; righteous and true [are] thy ways, O King of nations. [4] Who shall not fear [thee], O Lord, and glorify thy name? for [thou] only [art] holy; for all nations shall come and do homage before thee; for thy righteousnesses have been made manifest.

1 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] Dare any one of you, having a matter against another, prosecute his suit before the unjust, and not before the saints? [2] Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of [the] smallest judgments? [3] Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? and not then matters of this life? …

1 Corinthians 3:16 (JND) [16] Do ye not know that ye are [the] temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you?

Luke 11:25 (JND) [25] And having come, he finds it swept and adorned.

Revelation 15 (JND) [1] And I saw another sign in the heaven, great and wonderful: seven angels having seven plagues, the last; for in them the fury of God is completed. [2] And I saw as a glass sea, mingled with fire, and those that had gained the victory over the beast, and over its image, and over the number of its name, standing upon the glass sea, having harps of God. [3] And they sing the song of Moses bondman of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and wonderful [are] thy works, Lord God Almighty; righteous and true [are] thy ways, O King of nations. …



THE MAKING TIME

D. Robertson 

Isaiah 13: 12; Luke 2: 25–28; Ephesians 2: 8–10 

This verse in Isaiah 13 I believe has the believer in type in mind. In the sense in which I am considering making today it could not apply to the Lord Jesus for there is no need of process in Him, no need of making. As Man He was marked by intrinsic excellency, that is, He brought His own features into manhood. He derived nothing morally from Mary; He was His own root in manhood. So that we need to bear in mind the unique character of the manhood of Christ and indeed to seek the Spirit’s help to understand, in some measure, the glory of that uniqueness; that every feature that was displayed in Him He brought into manhood Himself. 

We come into things by process, moral and spiritual process. God takes a man up and works with him. We are in the time when God is making men, taking us up in divine grace, because we could not enter the divine system apart from that. The divine calling stands at our entrance into Christianity. It is a sovereign matter, and that is to humble us that God in His sovereign goodness has taken up such persons as you and me. His intention is that He might make us something, and I thought this verse suggests a very precious thought, where God says, “I will make a man more precious than fine gold”. Think of God working with a believer and making him more precious than fine gold, working out His great thoughts in persons just like ourselves. It is a very real thing. It involves no doubt the secret work of God in us, how He works according to His own pleasure. It involves too His disciplinary ways with us; how He disciplines us, in our circumstances, in our bodies, and in so many different ways. In all these things God is undertaking this great making of a man, having in mind this precious result, as it goes on to say, “even man than the gold of Ophir”. That would be the best kind of gold. But what God is working out in the believer exceeds all that; it is something exceedingly precious in the sight of God. 

I would like to encourage the younger brethren particularly, but all of us, to be subject to what God is doing; do not rebel against Him. It may be we become rather confused in our minds as to the whole situation of 

what God is doing, and we may think that things in the world are better. Satan is so skilful in making an appeal to us and making things seem attractive to us, but I would say that there can be nothing greater than to be the subject of God’s work in this making time. God has taken you up in grace, He has reached you, He has brought you into a knowledge of salvation in Christ. You understand something of what it is to be set in His presence in His righteousness; you understand something of the precious value of the sufferings and the death and the blood-shedding of Jesus. That is the basis on which God has secured blessing for you. 

But what is in God’s mind is that He has taken you up to make you something. It involves time, it involves days and hours and even minutes, as God in His patience works with us. 

The beauty of God’s work exceeds any beauty that is in this world, whatever it may be. The fine gold would represent something of outstanding value, but it is not to be compared with what God is doing in the believer in the making time. I want to impress that thought upon your minds and affections. If you are left here much will happen in your histories, as it has happened in those who are older, even the possibility that you may fail the Lord at times. But in all that God in His grace will not give you up. He will hold you with a view to making you what is precious to Himself. If I could speak in a reverent way, God is determined not to let you go. He is making something very, very precious in His sight; it is after the pattern of Christ. We read of the Lord Jesus as “the second man, out of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15: 47); that is. He is God’s pattern man. 

The subject of prophecy, especially in the book of Revelation, deals with all kinds of men; kings, emperors, dictators, are all covered in the scope of Revelation. But in this book, which sets out prophetically the whole scope of God’s operations in relation to the earth, there is a reference which is distinguished from all that. In chapter 19 there is the statement that, “the spirit of 

prophecy is the testimony of Jesus”, Revelation 19: 10. The spirit of prophecy brings into the heart what God is doing. Prophecy shows you what God will do, He will settle the whole history of this world. He has the power to do it, and there is a Man great enough to do it, One that places “his right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth”, Revelation 10: 2. It is the great power of Christ to assert His claim and to regulate and adjust the whole world according to the will of God, involving the dispensing with evil and all its forces, but “the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus”. We read in Revelation of persons who have the testimony of Jesus. Have you that testimony? I believe it involves inward conviction that this is the secret pattern which God has before Him. He is working in view of a universe that will conform to the pattern that is presented in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

You think of the fine features of Christ that are being formed in the saints. Does it not stimulate your heart? It may be in a brother rising to his feet in thanksgiving to God, and you have an impression of a feature of Christ being displayed. Or it may be in a suffering sister, or a young person under the attack of the devil and superior to it, and that is the testimony of Jesus. The results of the present making time can be seen in that testimony being formed substantially in persons. Elsewhere in this book God says, “the souls which I have made” 

(Isaiah 57: 16); that is, we are not robots, we are men, men formed in feelings by the Spirit of God, feelings for God and feelings for one another. Maybe someone in this company is growing cold in their affections; we feel for you. Why is that? Because God has wrought in our hearts in this making time, and we would feel anything that would steal away from God what is His due in any one of us. 

I thought about Simeon as it says in Luke, “there was a man in Jerusalem”. Well you might say there were many men in Jerusalem in those days, there was 

this man who was a focal point, you might say, of the interest of heaven. You are that, dear brother, dear sister; you are under the notice of heaven, you are under the notice of God. God is interested in you. So in Simeon we see a man who was held in the divine centre of things. 

It is a great matter to be held where God is operating. Christendom has become a great wide scope of things and it has been filled with rebellion after rebellion. People think they can act as they like; they think they can separate from what is acknowledged by God and is on firm scriptural ground, and that they can set up what is convenient to themselves. Christendom is full of that, so it is a great thing to be consciously and morally held where God would put us. 

The test for every true Christian is, Is God operating there? Where is the Lord in the midst? 

Where is the Holy Spirit free? That would be the concern of a man in Jerusalem. I would like to be amongst such. 

I believe that is the kind of man that God is making, a man that is more valuable than anything this world can produce. What God is producing is in character men in Jerusalem. 

God says, “I will increase them with men like a flock. As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem”, Ezekiel 36: 37, 38. That is what God is doing, producing qualities in man that He Himself values. Holiness is a great quality, no one receives holiness by faith; holiness is something that is arrived at through experience and through intimacy with God. Indeed, it says of holiness, “without which no one shall see the Lord”, Hebrews 12: 14. Issues arise amongst the saints, and at times there is difficulty in discerning them. Why is it? Without holiness there is no power to see it. I believe it requires these features which God is forming in men. I trust the brethren will see the drift of one’s exercise. Here is a man in Jerusalem, a man who is held at the centre of God’s operations, and we are given the moral features that marked him. It says “this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him”. If we are to be 

made by God, it is in view of taking on moral features, features that are of moral worth in the sight of God; righteousness and piety, features that God would recognise as belonging to true manhood. These are the features which are seen here in this man in Jerusalem. 

We also read, “it was divinely communicated to him”. Think of God having a man to whom He can communicate something. Is that not precious to God? We were also saying last week that beloved Mr. Taylor said that in creation he thought God would start with the ear. I think it shows that God had a desire that there would be an avenue in man through which He could communicate the thoughts of His heart. Think of God communicating the revealing of His heart and will to man! The ear is necessary for that, and I have no doubt that Simeon was a man who had that kind of ear. It says, “it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit”. Now I believe that divine communications are important. They would test us as to how much we know of communion with God. I would leave that question with all of us as to whether we know what communion with God is. There is prayer; we have a need and we approach God, but communion goes far beyond that. I believe it means the seeking out of the presence of God just to be intimate with God. You remember it says Moses went in to speak with Him, and He spoke to him (Numbers 7: 89). Wonderful matter! We need to set aside time to go into the presence of God, and to remain there quietly and find that God will communicate something of the secrets of His own mind. 

Well what He communicated to Simeon was “that he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”. That would all be part of this process that God is proceeding with in relation to the saints as He would work with them until their whole sight is occupied with Christ. The detail of the truth is so important, but there is nothing that will replace the soul being occupied with the beauty of Christ and to appropriate Him. If we are going to be like Him we need to learn how to feed on Him; this brings about likeness to Christ. Simeon was led this way so that he would see the Lord’s Christ. I am applying the thing morally and spiritually, that we might be led this way in our dealings with God until the beauty of Christ is filling the soul. 

I believe Paul’s moral being was completely filled with the beauty of Christ. You get that impression as you read his epistles. So that it says so remarkably, and so challengingly to each one of us, “for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”, Philippians 1: 21. Then it says here in Luke, “And he came in the Spirit”; his movements were regulated movements. That is a feature of the kind of man that God is producing. God is making persons who are, we may say, subjects of divine regulation, subjects of the regulations of the holy fellowship of God’s people and the fellowship of the Lord’s death. What was referred to in the first epistle to the Corinthians as to the fellowship of God’s son is a matter of divine calling (1 Corinthians 1: 9). I think it is a sovereign matter, God has called us to it. We could never put ourselves into that fellowship. The calling of God is involved in our place in the fellowship of God’s Son. 

The test is, Are we really in it vitally? That really brings up the truth in 1 Corinthians 10, because it is a question of man’s responsibility; that is, Are we faithful to the light of the death of Christ, the communion of the blood of the Christ? 

I want to refer to this here, “he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, he received him into his arms, and blessed God”. I do not know of anything in a sense greater than that. It is a wonderful experience in the assembly to see a priest with Christ in his arms. Think of the assembly, the holy circle that we understand something about, and we treasure our place in it! 

You see a man who has been made by God, and who becomes conscious of being made by God, he will remain in his place. He will not wander like the wandering stars that are filling Christendom, he will remain in his place, and Simeon is typical of that. He is a man in his place, a man in the right place at the right moment. That involves the way we come together in our local assemblies that we are like men in Jerusalem. God brings in an impression of Christ and there is the ability on the part of the saints to receive it. It is not Christ here on God’s side, it is Christ, we may say, held by the moral power of the priest. It refers to moral power on man’s side to hold an impression of Christ. Beloved brethren, we are in the making time. God has great things in mind for each one of us, and may we all be exercised and convicted of the necessity of being in God’s hands that we might be made according to His own mind. I believe there is a very fine picture of it in this man. Simeon, in this fine result of seeing him as a priest with Christ in his arms, having the ability to appropriate and to present features of the beauty of Christ. 

I want to draw attention to the expression that Paul uses in Ephesians 2. It says, “ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God’s gift—not on the principle of works, that no one might boast”. That is the sovereign side, but then it goes on to say, “For we are his workmanship”. I love that expression. We are God’s work, we are the product of God’s work, but also His workmanship. There is not much workmanship in the world these days. I am speaking even in the best sense. In former days men served a very thorough apprenticeship, and that apprenticeship led to good workmanship. Now it is mainly mass production and that is not exactly workmanship. A craftsman may work patiently in the forming of a beautiful piece of furniture. It is not only his work but his workmanship. Now I just want to transfer that to God, “we are his workmanship”. He is working out something that only He could in this making time. All His skill and affection are involved in what He is doing, and the day will come when God will display the product of His workmanship. He will show it to a wondering universe, and all those features of Christ will be displayed perfectly. 

I believe in the holy city, new Jerusalem, that there will not be one feature omitted, in its formation, of the beauty of Christ. I do not think any individual Christian can fully display all the glories of Christ. God has formed some of these beauties in one and another but in the city, especially in the world to come, I believe it will be seen that not one of the beautiful features of Christ will be omitted from its formation. The city will display it all. What a holy substantiality it is, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, and it is shining. What is it? It is a tribute to the workmanship of God. God will display to the whole universe, in that vessel, the acme of His work. It will be seen as the crown, and what will be seen in it is the perfect formation of Christ in its entirety. The features of the manhood of Christ will be seen morally in all their beauties in that great vessel in the world to come. 

These were the thoughts I had, that we are in the making time, and that city will be the display in perfection of what God has secured in it. In the meantime the making time involves God’s discipline, it involves His patience, and it involves His deliberate purpose. You may say, I know what I would like to become. God would say, I know what I would like you to become, “I will make a man more precious than fine gold, even man than the gold of Ophir”. 

May we submit ourselves to God. Do not turn your face away, do not rebel against Him. God has desires for you that you could never have for yourself, involving thoughts of divine excellency, and, as I have said, the pattern of it all is the second Man out of heaven. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Los Angeles
3 June 1995 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 13:12 (JND) [12] I will make a man more precious than fine gold, even man than the gold of Ophir.

Luke 2:25-28 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,

Ephesians 2:8-10 (JND) [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift: [9] not on the principle of works, that no one might boast. [10] For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them.

Isaiah 13 (JND) [1] The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. [2] Lift up a banner upon a bare mountain, raise the voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may enter the gates of the nobles. [3] I have commanded my hallowed ones, I have also called my mighty men for mine anger, them that rejoice in my highness. …

1 Corinthians 15:47 (JND) [47] the first man out of [the] earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven.

Revelation 19:10 (JND) [10] And I fell before his feet to do him homage. And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God. For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 10:2 (JND) [2] and having in his hand a little opened book. And he set his right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth,

Isaiah 57:16 (JND) [16] For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth; for the spirit would fail before me, and the souls [which] I have made.

Ezekiel 36:37-38 (JND) [37] Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it unto them; I will increase them with men like a flock. [38] As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her set feasts, so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I [am] Jehovah.

Hebrews 12:14 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord:

Numbers 7:89 (JND) [89] And when Moses went into the tent of meeting to speak with Him, then he heard the voice speaking to him from off the mercy-seat which was upon the ark of testimony, from between the two cherubim; and he spoke to Him.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …



THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST

D. A. Brown 

John 18: 1–6; 8: 12; Revelation 1: 17, 18 

I would like to speak of the greatness of our Lord Jesus. He could say Himself, “I am he” (John 18: 6); there is no other one who could say that, and again, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. The greatness of the Lord Jesus would be before us in an occasion like this; not only the greatness of the fact that He is a Saviour for men; not only the greatness of the fact that He is the Saviour of the world, but the fact that He is the One who is so great in Himself. Has it ever entered your soul that the One with whom we have to do in the glad tidings is God Himself? We cannot therefore trifle with nor be flippant about the glad tidings for they have to do with eternal realities. Can I ask every one in this room, Have you come to that One who could say, “I am he”, that is the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you had a transaction with Him? 

It speaks in John chapter 18 of One who went “beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden”, and then it says, “And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples”. Here was the time when the Lord Jesus was about to be betrayed by His own intimate friend. It could be said of Judas, in the psalm, “We who held sweet intercourse together”, Psalm 55: 14. Think of what was here against the Lord Jesus. Here was one of His disciples and he was about to betray the Lord. It says, “Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons”. These persons were set against the Lord Jesus. Out there in the world persons are set against the Lord Jesus. Do not be deceived by the attractiveness of the world; do not be deceived by all the tinsel and all the veneer that 

there is in the world; persons are set against Christ. As they were here in this chapter they still are set against the Lord Jesus and, to come closer home, every one in their natural heart is set against the Lord Jesus. Thanks be to God for the grace that would give each of us the opportunity to receive Christ as our Saviour, and own Him as the blessed Son of God. Were it not for the grace of God we would have been as this band bringing torches, lanterns, and weapons. These persons lived in darkness, that is why they had to bring these things. I trust every one here has been brought into the light; the light that shines from the glory tonight. 

If they had been in the light they would have recognised the Lord Jesus and they would have owned Him. Friend, have you owned the Lord Jesus as your Saviour? Have you owned Him as your Lord? Have you known what it is to come into subjection to Him? There are many persons who want to please themselves, they want to do their own will. How fine it is to look upon those who have come under the divine will, under divine direction! We look upon faithful older ones amongst us and we see in them examples of those who have come under the divine will and divine direction. How wonderful it is! May our hearts be subdued worshipfully in the presence of the greatness of such a One as the Lord Jesus Christ. I feel such a frail vessel to speak of such a great message, and to speak of such a great Person as our Lord Jesus Christ, but I would like just to convey to you something of God’s feelings for His Son. I trust, friend, that you have accepted Him, One who is the Saviour, One who is God Himself, and yet has come near to men. He stooped into manhood, taking a bondman’s form, being here in this world and satisfying God in every respect. He became Man in order to fulfil God’s will. Now He is in glory and we can preach salvation; salvation is in a risen and ascended Christ Christianity is based on the fact that Christ is no longer in the grave, but is raised and ascended at God’s right hand in glory. Do you know Him there as the One who is victorious? 

There was much against the Lord here. It says, “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that were coming upon him, went forth and said to them, Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am he. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them”. I wonder where you are standing? Are you with Jesus or are you against Him? There is no middle ground; there is no grey area and there is no compromise. We are either with Him or we are against Him. Judas was standing with persons who were against Christ, and if we align ourselves with, the world, we are aligning ourselves with those who are against Christ. “When therefore he said to them, I am he, they went away backward and fell to the ground”. What can I say in the presence of such greatness and glory as this? The power was there in Jesus. There He was, as a Man, about to be delivered up, about to be taken and beaten at the hands of men, and yet they went away backward and fell to the ground. Have we a sense of the greatness of Jesus, and yet the blessed humanity of that One who came into this scene to secure us for Himself? Do you know what it is to be secured for eternity? How marvellous it is to have a place in heaven! How wonderful a privilege it is to be a believer on the Lord Jesus Christ! 

In John’s gospel chapter 8, it says, “Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”. In John’s gospel He speaks of Himself as the door; He speaks of Himself as the good Shepherd. I would like to draw attention to the fact that here He says, “I am the light of the world”. Men do not like light, as it says, “men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil”. John 3: 19. I would seek to attract your heart into the light; the light in which Christ is operating. He is the light of the world. The true light was that which, “coming into the world, lightens every man”, John 1: 9. At the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and later it says, “And God said, Let there be light. And there was light”. It does not say that God created the darkness. Why is there darkness? Why is there darkness in the hearts of men if God did not create it? It says He called the darkness Night, but it does not say He created it. The light at the beginning of Genesis dispelled the darkness, and I trust that the light that is shining from heaven, that is coming to you through the preaching, may dispel any darkness in your heart. 

I do not know the soul history of every person in this room; perhaps some are troubled in their soul, troubled about their soul’s salvation, perhaps wondering if they are saved at all. 

You may have been brought up in a Christian household, wonderful as that is, enjoying fellowship among the saints, but perhaps you are still wondering if you are saved, wondering if you will have a place in heaven. If you are having these doubts, dear friend, open your heart to the Lord Jesus, ask Him to come into your life, to take over your life, to bring you through in victory, so that you may be here for His will. These are very real exercises, and the very fact that you have these exercises is the evidence that the Spirit is working in your soul. 

I trust the young people will bear with me, because we must find the Anchor for our souls. In this world we see darkness, hatred, corruption, mistrust, features which we do not see in the Lord Jesus Christ. We must therefore have a judgment of this world, and know the surety and the joy and the peace of having a living link with the Lord Jesus. Now preachers often say that, but it means that we are kept alive in our links and in our associations with the Lord Jesus. That is why we pray every day, and read a little every day. These things are real. Dear young believer, if you do not practise these things then you will become dull, things will start to dim and you will find it difficult to carry the testimony. 

The Lord Jesus says here, “I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”. Are we all followers of the Lord Jesus? Are you known as a follower of the Lord Jesus? It is the life which is in Christ Jesus that gives us power which enables us to walk here below. We do not need to go outside of Him for anything; everything is there in Him; everything for the Father rested in Christ, and so it is to be for us. Think of that time when the heavens were opened, and the voice uttered, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 17. O the preciousness of that utterance! How great that was, a life down here precious to the Father! Let our souls be bathed in the perfection of the manhood of Jesus. 

In Revelation it says, “I am the first and the last, and the living one”. I refer to this scripture because I think it brings in something of the power that is in Christ. The Lord Jesus knows the end from the beginning, that is why we trust Him. At night we commit ourselves into His hands because we trust Him. I do not trust myself; I cannot trust myself, but I can trust the One in whom I find my all. John says here, “And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not”. What a wonderful touch that must have been, a touch in power. John was a bit fearful, he was in isolation on the isle of Patmos. This was the same one who knew what it was to lie in the bosom of Jesus, but here he was, falling at His feet as dead. And the Lord laid His right hand upon him, saying, “Fear not”. I think the Lord, tonight, would be saying, “Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one”. He is the Alpha and the Omega. He knows the end from the beginning. Of what other person can that be said? The only One in whom we can trust is the Lord Jesus Christ. Then there is what is of Him down here in the saints, and we need to value and keep near them, so that we may know the salvation which is in the assembly. 

He says, “I am the first and the last, and the living one; and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”. 

Everything is in the Lord’s hands. It says at the beginning of John, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, John 3: 35. These are trustworthy hands; these hands into which the nails were driven on the cross are trustworthy hands. The Father has committed all things into the hand of Jesus. He has the keys of death and of hades, not Satan—the Lord Jesus has these keys, and He will have the final say. The lake of fire was designed for the devil and his angels, not for men, but yet it is solemn to think that men will be put there because they refused the witness and rejected the testimony to the Man Christ Jesus. We may think the world is in the hands of the wicked one, and so it is; the world is judged. But dear young person, if you are a believer, you are spoiled for the world, you have a better hope and a better place, that is heaven. What an outlook we have in Christ and in heaven. It says, “and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”. The Lord Jesus is not going to die again. He has effected everything to God’s complete satisfaction, and for God’s glory and eternal praise and worship. Let our souls bow in the sense of One so great as Jesus. One who has effected everything for God. It was secured there in Christ, the One who became dead, but who is living to the ages of ages, and has the keys of death and of hades. 

‘Life is found alone in Jesus, 

Only there ‘tis offered thee; 

Offered without price or money, 

‘Tis the gift of God sent free’. (Hymn 266) 

These things are all in Jesus. Do we know Him? Do we have Him in our hearts? Many believers came together this morning; what did we do? We were assembling together to remember Him whom we love. Do you love Jesus? He loves you, I can tell you that. He loves you, but He is desirous of your loving Him. May each one of us know more of being livingly attached to this One who could say, “I am he”, “I am the light of the world”; “I am the first and the last, and the living one”; God Himself come near in Jesus. I often think that we do not contemplate enough the greatness of the incarnation. These are wondrous truths which we need to have firmly in our souls. May each one of us be helped by the Spirit to appreciate more the greatness of Christ and be here for God’s pleasure, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Kirkcaldy
3 February 1991 

 


Scripture references

John 18:1-6 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. [4] Jesus therefore, knowing all things that were coming upon him, went forth and said to them, Whom seek ye? [5] They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am [he]. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them. [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground.

John 8:12 (JND) [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

John 18:6 (JND) [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

John 18 (JND) [1] Jesus, having said these things, went out with his disciples beyond the torrent Cedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, he and his disciples. [2] And Judas also, who delivered him up, knew the place, because Jesus was often there, in company with his disciples. [3] Judas therefore, having got the band, and officers of the chief priests and Pharisees, comes there with lanterns and torches and weapons. …

Psalms 55:14 (JND) [14] We who held sweet intercourse together. To the house of God we walked amid the throng.

John 3:19 (JND) [19] And this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil.

John 1:9 (JND) [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.



EXTRACTS

The announcement that Jesus is the Son of God awaited another vessel. It is as if the Lord would say, Peter you have received this revelation from the Father; it is to be in your mind as a treasure in a treasury; you are to be enriched by it in your soul, and you are by it constituted a stone in the building, but when My time comes, I shall bring forward a vessel peculiarly fitted, to announce Me as the Son of God—and that servant was Paul. He was fitted in like manner, for he says, “God, who set me apart ... and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations”. Galatians 1: 15, 16. 

Now we have him who is fitted for the service—what was revealed in him he is to announce, 

“as glad tidings among the nations”—and this he did. His first preaching was that Jesus is the Son of God. He made no delay. The great testimony must be rendered, and he rendered it. 

But then what a power the revelation of the Father would be in Peter’s soul as he stood up in Jerusalem, to know that the Messiah was no less than the Son of God—“the Son of the living God”; yea, that He was no less than God Himself!—“over all, God blessed for ever”. What a power that would be in the soul of Peter, in his service! But then, what also enhanced his service was this knowledge, that he and his fellow-servants, the apostles, had “believed and known” that Jesus was the Holy One of God. How that would enter into those hearts and ears at Jerusalem as he stood up on that day as the feast of Pentecost was running its course! He stood up, the Holy Spirit having come, and he called upon the men of Judaea and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to hearken to his words. “Hearken to my words”, he says; they were words of truth; they were gospel; they were holy words. There, was no lightness in that address, no trivial stories told; they were solemn words, spoken in the power of the Holy Spirit—spoken in holiness, and they brought about conviction in the hearers. Used of God these words laid a foundation of holiness in souls. The gospel should hold the germ of everything that is to be afterwards built up in the believer’s soul. 

J. Taylor (Vol.39, pp.307, 308). 

This shows us also that His love for John had a character of human affection and attachment, according to God, but not essentially divine, although full of divine grace—a grace which gave it all its value, but which clothed itself with the reality of the human heart. It was this, evidently, which bound Peter and John together. Jesus was their only and common object. Of very different characters—and so much the more united on that account—they thought but of one thing. Absolute consecration to Jesus is the strongest bond between human hearts. It strips them of self, and they have but one soul, in thought, intent, and settled purpose, because they have only one object. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol. 3, p.402) 
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Scripture references

Galatians 1:15-16 (JND) [15] But when God, who set me apart [even] from my mother's womb, and called [me] by his grace, [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood,
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