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HOW WE ARE ENABLED TO WALK WORTHY OF THE CALLING

A. C. Craig 

Genesis 14: 14–23; John 6: 54–69 

I want to say something about the priesthood of Christ, and the power of the Spirit, to enable us to walk worthy of the calling by which we are called. The tendency all the time is to wear us down and make us compromise, or adopt an attitude of almost defeatism. But it is expected from us, beloved brethren, that we walk according to the calling wherewith we are called. That is not an impossible position even in a day of this kind with everything weighted against you. You are not long on the Christian path before you find that everything in this scene is weighted against you, but you can never expect, whatever is the weight of opposition, that it could outweigh what the divine provision would be. We are not called to take up an impossible path, but there is provision for us that we might walk according to our calling. 

Now I must say something first about the calling. I want you all to listen very intently, especially younger people, as to this great matter of the calling. What is the calling? It should be of the greatest interest to every one of us. I will tell you what the calling is—You are called to association with Christ. Now that speaks for itself, I need not elaborate on the importance of that or the magnificence of it, that you, as an individual, are called to association with Christ, or in one word you are called to sonship. There could not be anything in this wide world, or any world, that would equal such a favour that the blessed God has bestowed on us, than that we should be called to association with Christ. 

It comes to light first in Scripture in Abram’s case, that is why I have referred to him, but I want to speak something more about the calling, so that whatever else you may get from this meeting, that you may get some feeling, beloved brethren, of the greatness of this favour. It has not been extended to everybody, but God, through His grace and sovereignty, has brought you into a status and dignity that He has not vouchsafed to others; that is the calling. There is a calling, of course, that goes out in the gospel—‘Unto you men I call, and My voice is to the sons of men’; that is different. When you come to the call that is set forth in Abram initially, you come to God’s purpose. You are called to purpose, and as I said, it is to be in association with Christ, very wonderful. It is referred to as the calling on high, the holy calling and the heavenly calling. It is altogether out of this scene, it has its roots and objectives in another world, it lies in the purpose of God. Do you believe that you are called to that? Do you believe that God has picked you out from the inhabitants of this city and this earth, and has brought you into a position of such dignity and status as associated with His beloved Son. I think you ought to appreciate that. I do, at any rate. 

Now you young people, when you go home today after this meeting and help your mother with the meal, after you have finished the meal, go into your own room, and write a little essay. Why should it be named the “high calling” in Philippians? Why should it be the “holy calling” in 2 Timothy? Why should it be the “heavenly calling” in Hebrews? Now you write something out about that. I am not telling you why these things should be in these epistles. I am not here to tell you everything or make things too simple for you, that is not my business. 

There might be an examination, someone might want to see your exercise book. Be on the alert. Enter into these things, dear young people, value the greatness of the calling. Abram was called, it is the first time in Scripture that the idea is brought forward. Idolatry had come into the world, and God was not in the world system as it was; that is why He called Abram out. It was such a magnificent thing, the God of glory appeared to him in Ur of the Chaldeans. That is when the calling was introduced. It is no commonplace matter, the calling is most dignified. 

So God said to Abraham, “Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house”, Genesis 12: 1. The tower of Babel had started to be built, that was man’s glory. The children of the east had come and built a tower and a city and given it a name, that they might not be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. Notice these things, a city and a tower and a name, they were set on centralisation; they did not want to be scattered, they were to save them from being scattered. That was the kind of thing that was taking place when God appeared to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldeans. Notice that, men were set on centralisation, a city and a tower and a name. The present name would be the Treaty of Rome. They are set on centralisation. A time will come when that will all be brought down as the tower of Babel was. In the meantime God is calling His people out, and He would have them to understand what a privilege it is to be called of Him. In Luke 14 you have the call to the great supper, “Come, for already all things are ready” (Luke 14: 17), and the three people invited made excuses because of land, oxen, and a wife. These three people represent the favoured Jew, favoured Israel, and they did not respond to the call. God is not going to be defeated by that. The bondman is told to go out into the streets and lanes of the city, and then the ways and fences. God will secure His end in people on the ground of sovereign mercy and grace. But I referred to that because the Lord goes on next to say, “If any man come to me, and shall not hate his own father and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers, and sisters ... he cannot be my disciple”, Luke 14: 26. Twice over in that section the Lord says that—he cannot be My disciple. The Lord would insist, dear friends, and have us to understand, that the privilege of being called will not allow for any compromise or sharing of interests with anyone else. It demands total application and committal to what the 

calling is, and to the behaviour that is suitable to the calling. 

Well, now there are two things I want to speak about. That is the priesthood of Christ and the power of the Spirit. These things are provided for us, that the truth of our calling might be maintained. Believers are no ordinary people. God would not have us like that; He has distinguished us and He will provide the means that this status and our being distinguished is preserved and maintained. What manner of men ought we to be? That comes up continually as to what we are in the presence of this world, which is totally antagonistic, as the Lord proved while He was here; the whole scene was antagonistic to Him, there was not anything that was sympathetic with Christ. We live in a very difficult time and very difficult circumstances. It is good to weigh these things up. I was saying recently that the time may soon come when we will be called racists. We speak about Jews and gentiles in the meetings, and someone might come in and hear you talking about Jews and gentiles, and say these people are racists. We have little idea as to the influence, the terrible influence of what is in this city, in this country, spreading from the east. We should be careful about these things, and maintain what is proper to the calling. It may cost us dear yet, who knows, to maintain the truth as it should be maintained. 

Now there is the priesthood of Christ. Here is Abraham where the idea of the calling comes up, and there has been a battle, and his brother Lot has been taken. Abraham hears about it, and he goes out to recover his brother Lot. He is not concerned about this war, five kings against four, and the four had been successful; the five had been defeated, and the king of Sodom was one of the five, and Lot was taken captive, but Abraham led out his trained servants, three hundred and eighteen. Then it says, “And he divided himself against them by night”. That is a remarkable thing—“he divided himself against them”. How would he do 

that? I think a man who can divide himself like that, you could expect great things from him. 

I think the beginning of this matter would be like saying, ‘that is not me, that is the flesh’. 

Which chapter am I referring to in the New Testament? When you say, “it is no longer I that do it” (Romans 7: 20), then you come to the inward man and you come to God’s law. I think that is the beginning of our learning how to divide ourselves, and to take sides with the work of God in yourself; that is Romans chapter 7. You take sides with the work of God, and you learn to distinguish and to divide. In these verses he finds a certain thing warring in his members, but having learnt that lesson he is able to stand by what there is in him of the work of God. You learn these things by your experience. I say that to you younger brothers and sisters, you learn things by your experience, and you are able to distinguish between what is of the work of God, and what belongs to the flesh and to sin. It is important to learn these lessons. 

Abraham comes back successful, he has secured his brother Lot and all the property, and the king of Sodom sets out to intercept him. Then it says this, “And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after he had returned from smiting Chedorlaomer ... And Melchisedec king of Salem brought out bread and wine”. There is not a word about his moving towards Abraham here, but in Hebrews 7, it says, “Melchisedec, King of Salem ... met Abraham “(Hebrews 7: 1), he met him. I want to point out that there is no intimation of any arrangement or meeting here, it just says, “And Melchisedec king of Salem brought out bread and wine”. We can have that thought about the priesthood of Christ, it is instant. The king of Sodom was on his way, and he would be the test, but there is Melchisedec and the priesthood. 

Now I want to say something to you about the Lord’s Melchisedec priesthood. I think we are well instructed in the fact that He functions as Aaron, that is true, but you must allow that the order of His priesthood is 

Melchisedec. Now I want to bring that forward in this meeting, what is proper to the Lord’s Melchisedec priesthood. O, you say, that belongs to the world to come! Admittedly it belongs to the world to come, but you must allow for this great feature in quality in the Lord’s priesthood that is set out by Melchisedec. He is raised up on high, as it says, “Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies as footstool of thy feet”, Psalm 110: 1. Then again, “Thou art a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec”, Hebrews 5: 6. There is no other order; the function is Aaronic, that is to say He succours and supports, He strengthens and intercedes. Now that is the function of Aaron, but then what is one great characteristic of the Melchisedec priesthood? Blessing! Melchisedec set forward the great idea of blessing. It says he blessed Abraham and he blessed God. These elements, dear brethren, are intended to sustain and support us that we might not give way, for the test will come. It says he “brought out bread and wine”. The bread is the grace of Christ; the wine is the renewing power of the Spirit. These things are provided in view of test so that we might be maintained at the level of our heavenly calling. 

Now let us go back to the matter of these features of His priesthood according to the order of Melchisedec. Younger brethren may pay attention to these things, and work this matter out, as to how it comes through in His service as Priest. There is no other order. The function is Aaronic, that will finish. Hebrews 7 thrills me when I read it, it says, “And here dying men receive tithes; but there one of whom the witness is that he lives” (Hebrews 7: 8)—“he lives”. 

There is no cessation in His service; death has not come in to intervene. You might need a doctor, you might need in your lifetime four or five doctors, who will hand on your case history to someone else so that it might be known. Here is One, the same Priest when you were converted, He is the One who will be there when He takes you home. He is wonderful! 

This Melchisedec priesthood is intended to lead you into the purpose of God. On the Aaronic side it is to sustain and support and help you. We need that as long as we are here, but He does more than that. He is a Priest after the order of Melchisedec to lead you into the purpose of God. What do you know about that? We make a lot of His function as to His Aaronic priesthood, and we need that; but He ever lives, and He is ready and willing to lead us into the purpose of God. I might illustrate it in Peter in Matthew 14; he was sinking below the waves, he got his eye off the Lord, he saw the wind boisterous, and down he went, but he cried out saying, “Lord, save me”, and the Lord stretched out His hand. Now that is Aaronic, that is what He does for us. He stretches out His priestly hand and saves us, that is the Aaronic side. We need that so long as we are here, and He is ready to provide it. 

It says of Melchisedec that he is, “without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God”, Hebrews 7: 3. 

Such is Melchisedec, a mysterious personage. Now in chapter 16 of Matthew, the Lord says to Peter, and this is not Aaronic, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens”. Then He says, “And I also, I say unto thee that thou art Peter”. That is Melchisedec in character. Peter is not standing in any need there, he is in a position outside flesh and blood; it is “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona”. That is how it works, that is a feature of Melchisedec priesthood, that comes through, dear brethren. Do you think you have to wait for the world to come to experience that? Not a bit of it, it comes in now. But we want to have the sense that He leads us into the purpose of God and into the great realm where He is supreme, into the sphere where He is dominant. I would commend this to you, this matter of His priesthood, involving the order of it, coming through to us today in the way of blessing. 

It says, “Melchisedec ... brought out bread and wine”, these things were to strengthen Abram. 

Then he says, “Blessed be Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heavens and earth”. 

Notice that, that is the kind of thing that is coming out in the service of Melchisedec. 

Melchisedec is bringing something out in the way of blessing and light that Abraham is intended to take on and he did. That belongs to this service of the Priest. He would bring forward things that are not only going to relieve us, as we come to the throne of grace to find mercy and grace for seasonable help, (that is what you do, we need that as long as we are here), but there are other things as well. This Priest has got a more excellent ministry, a better covenant, all this belongs to this order. This is the kind of thing that the Lord would introduce us to, and we are intended to absorb it. 

The king of Sodom comes, and says to Abram, “Give me the souls, and take the property for thyself”. Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah”. Would to God, beloved brethren, we adopted that attitude more, to realise that we are in the divine presence—“I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah ... possessor of heavens and earth”. Think of that, how readily he absorbed the light that came. We fall down there I believe, things come to us, what is there in the way of appropriating it or the absorbing of it? I may just act as if it was not for me. My grandfather used to say that some people are like the churches that had a lightning conductor. A big high building used to have a lightning conductor so that when the lightning struck this conductor it went right into the ground without damaging the building. 

He said that some people are like that, they carry around this lightning conductor, and whenever the truth strikes them it goes into the ground, and so divert it. We should not be like that; let the truth come home to us. Let us absorb what comes in the way of ministry as coming from the heart of the One who loves us, the Lord Jesus who loves us, the great Priest, in His affection for us, in His readiness to dead us into the purpose of God, and to make us superior to the wiles of such as the king of Sodom. He wanted Abraham to take the property. Abraham could say to him, It is my property, by the rules of war it is my property. It was yours, he could say to the king of Sodom, but you lost it to the four kings. They took it from you, it was theirs and I took it from them, and so by the rules of war it is mine, but I am taking nothing so that you can never say that you have made Abraham rich. He has so absorbed the truth. 

We too are expected to take in the things that we hear of in the meetings, they should make us far superior to the poor things of this world. Lest he should say that he had made Abraham rich. Abraham refused to take, “from a thread even to a sandal-thong”, I would not touch it, he says, you can have the lot. What a surrender! Abraham might have said to one of the young men, Bring out one of those bags with the property in it, empty it out, you see what will come tumbling out, rings and bangles and brooches, necklaces and beads. He would say to the king of Sodom, Do you expect Sarah to wear any of those things? or the daughters of Sarah? Peter speaks about the children of Sarah, “whose children ye have become”, 1 Peter 3: 6. They have ornaments but not this kind. Sarah’s daughters according to Peter have “the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price”, 1 Peter 3: 4. Dear brethren, is our Christianity real? Are we better professors than we are possessors? That is the point here, “which in the sight of God”, it says, “is of great price”. These tinsel things, Abraham would say, Have the lot! He did not want one thread, he stressed, that is character, there was nothing of Sodom’s character about Abraham. Then the sandal-thong would refer to associations, he was tied to nothing that related to this scene. 

I do not need to instruct you as to what Sodom is, as to the character of it, how terrible it is. It says, “the people of Sodom were wicked, and great sinners before Jehovah”, Genesis 13: 13. Egypt is one thing but Sodom is worse. Let us refuse it, dear brethren, in the light of what is provided for us to make us superior to it, what we receive in the meetings in the way of divine teaching and instruction, and the wealth of things that comes through. Let us pay attention to those things and absorb them, and be able to meet the tests of the king of Sodom. Well, such is the priesthood of Christ. Carry this thought away from this meeting, that His Melchisedec priesthood comes in to serve you in view of leading you into the purpose of God, and the great realm of blessing that opens up to us through His leadership. That is the Melchisedec priesthood. You do not need to wait for the world to come for that, it can be known now inasmuch as you have the Spirit. 

John 6 is appropriation, this is the way to it. What I have said is pretty objective, and we must have what is objective; but then too, there is the side of appropriation, eating the flesh of the Son of Man and drinking His blood. Seven times in this chapter it is recorded in connection with the bread coming down from heaven; that is the grace of Christ. If you want to learn the grace of Christ, Paul says, “ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor”, 2 Corinthians 8: 9. Mr. Darby, in his French translation of the Bible, in translating that, ‘He became poor’, gives it that He lived in poverty. Is that not very touching? The Lord Jesus, Son of God, He came here, came down, the bread which comes down out of heaven. He lived in poverty in order that there might be that made available to us, His flesh and His blood, that means through death. These things could not become available apart from Him going into death; that is what He is meaning, you appropriate His death. Now we appropriate His death, that is the moral way to proving what the Spirit can be. 

The Jews said, “How can he give us this flesh to eat?” Many of His disciples said, “This word is 

hard”. He says to them, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?” 

Dear brethren, there is not any chance of any of us knowing what that means, if we do not appropriate what is available in His precious death. You have to accept this, it is the only way to it. 

He says, “It is the Spirit which quickens”—the Spirit quickens. That is like the wine, the renewing power of the Spirit, the quickening power of the Spirit that can keep you on the high level, that is the point, ascending up where He was before, and you follow Him in affection to where He is. How much time do I give to contemplating Christ where He is, the Spirit quickening my affections and supporting me, that it might be so? There has to be the side of appropriation, dear brethren, there must be. 

Then He says to Peter, “Will ye also go away?” Many went away back and walked no more with Him. How sad! Peter says, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”—we cannot go to the temple there is no ark there; we cannot go to the synagogue because there is no fresh ministry there—“thou hast words of life eternal”. Beloved brethren, O for a greater sense of feeling after Christ—“to whom shall we go?” Peter says, “we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. He comes out as the true Apostle, with the words of eternal life, Spirit and life; He comes out from God, coming down from heaven with those wonderful communications; but “the holy one of God” is the One who leads us in. He is the true Melchisedec, the One who leads His people in, into the great realm of blessing. Now, do you not think that if these things were in our affections more, that our walk down here would be in keeping with the calling? That is the divine intention. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Glasgow
18 December 1993 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 14:14-23 (JND) [14] And Abram heard that his brother was taken captive; and he led out his trained [servants], born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued [them] as far as Dan. [15] And he divided himself against them by night, he and his servants, and smote them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is to the left of Damascus. [16] And he brought back all the property, and brought again his brother Lot and his property, and the women also, and the people. [17] And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after he had returned from smiting Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, into the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's valley. [18] And Melchisedec king of Salem brought out bread and wine. And he was priest of the Most High God. [19] And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heavens and earth. [20] And blessed be the Most High God, who has delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him the tenth of all. [21] And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the souls, and take the property for thyself. [22] And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah, the Most High God, possessor of heavens and earth, [23] if from a thread even to a sandal-thong, yes, if of all that is thine, I take [anything] ; that thou mayest not say, I have made Abram rich;

John 6:54-69 (JND) [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day: [55] for my flesh is truly food and my blood is truly drink. [56] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in me and I in him. [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me. [58] This is the bread which has come down out of heaven. Not as the fathers ate and died: he that eats this bread shall live for ever. [59] These things he said in [the] synagogue, teaching in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it? [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life. [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up. [65] And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no one can come to me unless it be given to him from the Father. …

Genesis 12:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee.

Luke 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the rulers, [who was] of the Pharisees, to eat bread on [the] sabbath, that *they* were watching him. [2] And behold, there was a certain dropsical [man] before him. [3] And Jesus answering spoke unto the doctors of the law and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath? …

Luke 14:17 (JND) [17] And he sent his bondman at the hour of supper to say to those who were invited, Come, for already all things are ready.

Luke 14:26 (JND) [26] If any man come to me, and shall not hate his own father and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers, and sisters, yea, and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple;

Romans 7:20 (JND) [20] But if what *I* do not will, this I practise, [it is] no longer *I* [that] do it, but the sin that dwells in me.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Hebrews 7 (JND) [1] For this Melchisedec, King of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from smiting the kings, and blessed him; [2] to whom Abraham gave also the tenth portion of all; first being interpreted King of righteousness, and then also King of Salem, which is King of peace; [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually. …

Hebrews 7:1 (JND) [1] For this Melchisedec, King of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from smiting the kings, and blessed him;

Psalms 110:1 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet.

Hebrews 5:6 (JND) [6] Even as also in another [place] he says, *Thou* [art] a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 7 (JND) [1] For this Melchisedec, King of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from smiting the kings, and blessed him; [2] to whom Abraham gave also the tenth portion of all; first being interpreted King of righteousness, and then also King of Salem, which is King of peace; [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually. …

Hebrews 7:8 (JND) [8] And here dying men receive tithes; but there [one] of whom the witness is that he lives;

Matthew 14 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] and said to his servants, This is John the baptist: *he* is risen from the dead, and because of this these works of power display their force in him. [3] For Herod had seized John, and had bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother. …

Hebrews 7:3 (JND) [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually.

1 Peter 3:6 (JND) [6] as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord; whose children ye have become, doing good, and not fearing with any kind of consternation.

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

Genesis 13:13 (JND) [13] And the people of Sodom were wicked, and great sinners before Jehovah.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.



SPIRITUAL ALACRITY AND ENERGY

G. C. McKay 

Genesis 18: 1–8; 24: 15–21; Habakkuk 2: 1–4; Galatians 5: 1–9 

The thought in mind, dear brethren, in calling attention to these scriptures, was spiritual alacrity and energy, set out in the persons in them and in the way they move. The thought of running comes into all these scriptures. The thought of walking of course is one that is used in regard to our Christian conduct and pathway, referring to the character that would be seen in saints led by the Spirit and proceeding in the testimony. The thought of running involves more energy, the thought of spiritual energy and alacrity. I was thinking that sometimes in the presence of the greatest things, and we are in the presence of the greatest things, we can be rather slothful and lethargic. Certainly we know when spiritual things are presented to the flesh, the natural man, lethargy is in evidence, indeed no response. Sleep comes into Scripture at times to bring out that thought, that there is a weakness and slowness to move. It says in Ephesians, “Wake up, thou that steepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee”, (Ephesians 5: 14). 

So I thought of these scriptures as bringing out persons who were not lethargic; persons who responded to divine Persons, to what is presented in the truth. The references to Abraham in Genesis 18 are not the only ones that show his alacrity. We were speaking in the reading about a character of manhood that God looks for in our localities. The work of God in individuals has a character that shows itself; it has a stamp upon it that is unmistakable, and one of the signs of the work of God is that there is movement, spiritual movement and energy. It is a very wonderful thing when it comes to light in a person who is newly converted, but it is also something that is to be sustained through our Christian career. Abraham is marked by that. 

He is marked by faith, being the father of those that believe, and we know that this character is to come out in us. That is, if the work of God has evinced itself in Abraham in God’s operations with him, there is something which has come to light that can be identified, and identified in believers of this dispensation too. 

If Abraham runs to meet these men, these heavenly visitors, if he runs and hastens to meet them and serve them, there is a background with him of exercise and of committal. The obedience of faith that marked him is remarkable—the way that he went out without knowing where he was going, as it tells us in Hebrews, and the way that he persevered, and the way that he responded to divine appearings, so that he became enlarged in his soul as he was in movement in regard to these matters. If God was displaying wonderful things to him, both earthly things and heavenly things, then he was marked by spiritual progress, the building of altars and movement of soul. He was marked by remarkable obedience when God told him to circumcise his whole house. It says Abraham did it “on that same day”—“And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all who were born in his house, and all who were bought with his money—every male among the people of Abraham’s house—and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on that same day, as God had said to him”, Genesis 17: 23. Abraham’s answer to the divine instruction was immediate. That is a feature of the work of God. If it does not show itself in us it means there is something hindering obedience to the word of God. Think of the exercise as to circumcision being taken up so readily, the self-same day without hesitation, such a testing matter, the cutting off of the flesh. It would also, I think, have a counterpart with us in the reception of the Holy Spirit. We are not going to make any progress proceeding on natural lines. There will be no running, no walking indeed, no progress at all on the line of the flesh; but on the line of circumcision, and on the line of the reception of the Holy Spirit and making way for Him, then there will be the capacity in us to make spiritual progress. When the opportunity arises to serve God, then we will be marked by alacrity. 

This is a very wonderful scripture in Genesis 18. Abraham having passed through so much exercise is in his house, at his tent-door, and he receives a divine visitation. Three men appear. It is clear that one of them is God Himself, because he remains later in the chapter standing before Jehovah. So he lifted up his eyes and when he saw them he ran to meet them from the tent-door and bowed himself to the earth. I wonder how good a runner you are, how quick you are. There are brethren who are marked by this and they are a great encouragement in a locality, persons who respond quickly, respond to ministry, respond to the truth. You can see their affections going out very quickly when Christ is presented. Persons are marked by alacrity in the service of God too, and I wonder if we might be exercised that that might mark each one of us, a readiness to serve. 

Abraham runs to meet them from the tent-door. He is restful as sitting at his tent-door but alert. It is not that we are to be marked by fleshly agitation or feverishness. He is able to sit restfully at his tent-door, but when the moment comes, when there is a divine presentation, he is ready to move and he runs to meet them and to serve them too. It is a beautiful picture of a believer’s household really, because the facilities of his household are there, and there is refreshment available. So Abraham runs, and then we find him hastening into the tent and saying, “Knead quickly”, and then he “ran to the herd, and took a calf tender and good, and gave it to the attendant” to dress it. He was marked by alacrity. 

I wondered if something of that character should not come out in us. If you look to the New Testament you 

find persons who are described as sons of Abraham, and there is a daughter of Abraham too. 

So that is a clear indication that the same kind of thing should be present in us. The scripture as to Zacchaeus who is a son of Abraham especially helps to show how it can come down to any one of us. You will remember that Zacchaeus was marked by something of these features. Even before he had come to know Jesus he was interested. It is good to speak about Zacchaeus because you could use him in the gospel to speak to anyone, to the youngest. Are you like Zacchaeus, interested in Jesus? Zacchaeus was interested to see Jesus, who He is, so he ran on ahead and climbed a tree to see Jesus. Perhaps he put himself in an awkward position up in a tree, but what lay behind it was an intense desire to see Jesus. The Lord spoke to him and said, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must remain in thy house”, Luke 19: 5. He hastened too and received the Lord, and the Lord Jesus says at the end, “Today salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham”, Luke 19: 9. Abraham’s features were marking him, faith, and interest and alacrity; and in what he says to the Lord about repaying anyone fourfold that he had defrauded, he was showing also that he was one of Abraham’s sons, in that he was marked by righteousness in his actions. 

So there is a character of things that is to be seen in us, and it would be good I think for each of us just to take account of ourselves; not to be too introspective but the question would arise. Am I marked by these features? And if there is someone else in the locality who is marked by them, let us not just simply leave it to him and say he fills out that part of the locality, but let us imitate one another. That is one of the facilities we have, persons who to a greater or less extent can be an example to us. We can be imitators of one another in what is good. 

Abraham is marked therefore by this alacrity. I wonder whether we fully take into account the glory and greatness of the privileges we have, that we have such a relationship, and such nearness to divine Persons. In the service of God, at the breaking of bread, there is such a matter as divine Persons presenting Themselves, the Lord Jesus presenting Himself to us. We might say that is a test. I might be marked by nature at that point; I might be sleeping you might say. On the other hand there may be some spiritual alacrity. Thank God that as marked by faith and as having the Holy Spirit, there is a capacity to see and to understand and to respond to divine Persons and to move with them. 

I thought that Rebecca shows herself a little in this character, there is a family resemblance in Rebecca. It is not so much, I suppose, a question of faith and obedience with Rebecca, but in her character what seems to be set out is someone who is formed by the Holy Spirit, and who is responsive to the Holy Spirit. She appears wonderfully in the page of Scripture, a type of the assembly, and also of a believer. We find in her something of the same alacrity as she hastens and runs in response to the servant’s request. She hasted and let down her pitcher; you find her running again to the well—sustained activity in response to the Holy Spirit. Now we spoke in the reading about the prerogatives and the operations of the Holy Spirit, and that immediately raises the question with each one of us without exception, as to how we may respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in what He might indicate; whether it be initially as here that there might be a recognition in our souls of the Holy Spirit, or whether we might be prepared to go with Him, as the test arose for Rebecca. So there is an appeal in that. Are we going to be slothful, are we going indeed to be obstacles? There is always some kind of opposition. The most difficult to overcome, I think, is just the natural side of things, the flesh. 

Outside opposition can be very frightening, but sometimes that brings out the best in us, and our mettle is proved; but the most insidious thing is what is natural that would just hinder us. So we find the Holy Spirit in type saying in this chapter, “Do not hinder me” 

(Genesis 24: 56), and we find that Rebecca, who is marked by such alacrity, is prepared also for the journey to Isaac. She is not only prepared for the length of that journey, but is fresh at the end of the journey and able to leap from the camel. 

These are well known scriptures, but I wondered if we might test ourselves a little by them. It is the character of things, you see. There is a kind of family resemblance; there is a household of faith; there is such a thing as the family of God. It comes down to that—children of God. 

There is a character, unmistakable and clear, that emerges and rejoices the heart of divine Persons, and it rejoices and encourages the saints. Let each of us, therefore, be exercised a little more to display something of that, whether it be as in the exercises of Abraham in obedience of faith, in circumcision and reception of the Spirit, or like Rebecca, in response to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit’s promptings do come in. You have felt them surely, within your heart, within your soul. It is easy to identify the promptings of the flesh—they are very insistent, very powerful—they have to be dealt with. But there are promptings of the Spirit; something moving in your soul and affections of which the Holy Spirit is the source. The thought in the gift of the Spirit is that, as the Lord Jesus says, “the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”, John 4: 14. It is not only the Spirit received, but the Spirit springing up in the person’s being, a fountain in him, so that the whole being is affected—“springing up into eternal life”. 

I thought about Habakkuk because of the remarkable faith that marks him. He is also a person marked by alacrity; you find at the end of his prayer in chapter 3 that he speaks of how God made his feet as hind’s feet, how he was able to walk on high places, being able for exalted things. The first sections of this 

short book give his exercises in the face of very severe difficulties. Faith overcomes difficulties, for the work of God will let nothing stand in its way. God allows difficulties to come in because He knows that His work in our souls will overcome them, and in that process we will learn the God who is our God. Habakkuk is able to speak in chapter 1 about his God. In verse 12 he says, “Art thou not from everlasting, Jehovah my God, my Holy One? 

We shall not die”. He was facing a dreadful time in history, with the people of God in decline, and the impending overrunning judgment of the Chaldeans, and in the face of the devastation that was going to come in governmentally he has confidence in God. He stands watch on his tower, prepared to hear what God is going to say to him. He may not be in activity at this given moment, but note his alertness. Abraham sat at his tent-door and he saw the men coming; Habakkuk has taken up a stand upon his watch on his tower, and he is looking forth to see what God is going to say to him. 

Now what God says to him contains the truth as to what is coming in, but it also contains encouragement in the face of the most serious difficulties. “And Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it”. What God was to give him was to be written very clearly. The thought is that you could read it while you were running, it was so clearly set out. So we might say, this is certainty for those that are running. He brings in certainty, “For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but it hasteth to the end”. In Hebrews 10 it says, “For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay “(Hebrews 10: 37). That is really the application to us. The Lord will come in a little while. He goes on,” but it hasteth to the end, and shall not lie”. There is certainty in the soul. It does say, “though it tarry, wait for it”, as if there might be a time of patience; but the overriding matter written on these tablets to encourage those that have taken up the path of faith and energy, is, that it will surely come, it will not delay. 

Then Habakkuk brings in, in verse 4, a most important scripture. He is honoured in Scripture because only this verse in the whole of the Old Testament alludes to faith. It comes from his experience, it comes from a man who knows God. Christianity is like that; it is striking indeed the extent to which Scripture is that—what persons said, inspired by the Holy Spirit, but through their own experience and knowledge of God. It is experimental. It was not merely oracular in the sense that they had no knowledge of what it meant what they were saying. Persons spoke who knew God, and it says of the prophets, even if they spoke what they did not understand, they were exercised to find out what it meant. 

So Habakkuk has the qualifications to speak about faith because he is marked by faith. He says, as to the enemy, I suppose, “Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him”. 

That is the dark side, the impression of the unjust, but “the just shall live by his faith”. So faith will sustain us. If faith wanes we give up the race, we give up energy, but the Scriptures are full of encouragement. It speaks about the encouragement of the Scriptures, and this is one of the encouraging scriptures that God has given us so that we should not faint. It says, 

“they shall run, and not tire; they shall walk, and not faint” (Isaiah 40: 31), and the word is “the just shall live by his faith”. That makes it individual. Habakkuk is honoured that this scripture is put in his mouth, through his experience, and it becomes one of the most important elements in Christianity, a primary matter in God’s operations. God’s dispensation is in faith, and so this scripture is quoted three times in the New Testament. What a link we can have in that sense with Habakkuk! If he said, “the just shall live by his faith”, he was conscious that that was the way he was going to live, and therefore it must be so with us, that faith is individual. You can live by your own faith, not the faith of someone else. Paul says in Galatians, “I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me” (Galatians 2: 20). So that faith is to mark every aspect of the life of the believer. 

In one of the epistles that takes up the Habakkuk scripture, Galatians, Paul says, “but that by law no one is justified with God is evident, because The just shall live on the principle of faith” (Galatians 3: 11). One of the great features that is developed in the epistle to the Galatians is the feature of faith, and with it other features, especially the feature of the Holy Spirit. Persons in Galatia had lapsed from the height of Christianity. How much they had lost! 

They had resorted to law. They were seeking to be justified by law, therefore they were attempting to do something themselves; their justification and their life and their blessing was going to rest in some way on themselves, on the flesh. So at one stroke, those who were misleading them had cut away the great elements of Christianity, and taken them right back. 

How striking that is, that one thrust of the enemy against the fundamentals can deprive the saints of the height of their calling, and of the whole elements of their Christianity. So we have the emphasis in Galatians that justification is not by law, but by grace, it is on the principle of faith, and the Holy Spirit has to be recognised. 

The Galatians began well; they ran at the beginning, for it says, “Ye ran well”. So this scripture might be taken up for those who are running well; the thing is not to let anyone stop you. It was a person who stopped them, or persons—“who has stopped you ...?” Someone brought in a wrong idea, and it damaged their souls and damaged their pathway. We have to beware of any wrong idea, any wrong thought. There is tremendous value in seizing a right thought in Scripture, the truth; not only the text of the Scripture, but “what that is”. The Lord Jesus said, “go and learn what that is”, Matthew 9: 13. We need to work out the thing experimentally. Prove the matter, and let it be solid in your soul. We are to be formed in the truth, rather than 

take on things superficially, and then drop them and resort to something else. As formed in what is right, and as what is right is inculcated into us, and becomes operative in us, then we will be preserved from any wrong thought or any wrong line that might come in. It will immediately appear alien on account of the truth that we have embraced and proved the value of. That is what Paul is saying to the Galatians—“Be as I am”, I have proved the truth, I have proved these things I am saying to you. Why should you not be like me? He says, “I also am as ye”. I am just a believer like you. Why should you not be in the power of things, and know the power of things as I have through grace proved in my soul? 

So Paul speaks to those who have been stopped and brings in the great principles that will help us to continue to run and to respond to divine Persons. How powerful the language is!—

“For we, by the Spirit, on the principle of faith, await the hope of righteousness”. What foundation in the soul to have that! “By the Spirit”—having made full way for the Holy Spirit, and acting always on the principle of faith, we are awaiting the hope of righteousness. 

We have Christ on high as our Object, and we know that He is our righteousness, and now we are awaiting the hope of righteousness. We shall be where Christ is, and we shall be shining as God’s righteousness in Him, and so we are moving by the Spirit on the principle of faith. 

What surety, and what energy that will bring into the soul—“by the Spirit, on the principle of faith”. 

Then the matter of circumcision of the law having been brought in, he says that it has no force, “neither circumcision has any force, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love”. That last expression is remarkable. Faith is not only a gift which allows us to lay hold of the life that God presents, but it works, it operates, and it operates in this scripture through love. That is another element in the soul of the believer, that he is capable of apprehending divine love; indeed the Holy Spirit has shed divine love, God’s love abroad in his heart, and he has a nature that he did not have before as capable of love, capable of such a matter as that, as being a partaker of the divine nature. So faith can work through love. 

Well, dear brethren, let us keep moving in alacrity and in energy. Let not anything or anybody stop us. Let these features of Christianity, seen in those in whom God has worked that we have spoken of this afternoon, be in us. Let them shine, let them show themselves. 

Let us seek divine help that that might be so, so that we might be saved and remain here in testimony until the Lord Jesus comes—“He that comes will come, and will not delay”, Hebrews 10: 37. 

Address at Richmond
8 October 1994 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 18:1-8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. [4] Let now a little water be fetched, that ye may wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. [5] And I will fetch a morsel of bread; and refresh yourselves; after that ye shall pass on; for therefore have ye passed on towards your servant. And they said, So do as thou hast said. [6] And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, Knead quickly three seahs of wheaten flour, and make cakes. [7] And Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf tender and good, and gave [it] to the attendant; and he hasted to dress it. [8] And he took thick and sweet milk, and the calf that he had dressed, and set [it] before them; and he stood before them under the tree, and they ate.

Genesis 24:15-21 (JND) [15] And it came to pass before he had ended speaking, that behold, Rebecca came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother; and [she had] her pitcher upon her shoulder. [16] And the maiden was very fair in countenance; a virgin, and no man had known her. And she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. [17] And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher. [18] And she said, Drink, my lord! And she hasted and let down her pitcher on her hand, and gave him to drink. [19] And when she had given him enough to drink, she said, I will draw [water] for thy camels also, until they have drunk enough. [20] And she hasted and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again to the well to draw [water]; and she drew for all his camels. [21] And the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not.

Habakkuk 2:1-4 (JND) [1] I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will look forth to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer as to my reproof. [2] And Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it. [3] For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but it hasteth to the end, and shall not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; for it will surely come, it will not delay. [4] Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Galatians 5:1-9 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage. [2] Behold, I, Paul, say to you, that if ye are circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. [3] And I witness again to every man [who is] circumcised, that he is debtor to do the whole law. [4] Ye are deprived of all profit from the Christ as separated [from him], as many as are justified by law; ye have fallen from grace. [5] For we, by [the] Spirit, on the principle of faith, await the hope of righteousness. [6] For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any force, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love. [7] Ye ran well; who has stopped you that ye should not obey the truth? [8] The persuasibleness [is] not of him that calls you. [9] A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

Genesis 17:23 (JND) [23] And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all who were born in his house, and all who were bought with his money every male among the people of Abraham's house and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on that same day, as God had said to him.

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

Luke 19:5 (JND) [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house.

Luke 19:9 (JND) [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham;

Genesis 24:56 (JND) [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master.

John 4:14 (JND) [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

Hebrews 10:37 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay.

Isaiah 40:31 (JND) [31] but they that wait upon Jehovah shall renew [their] strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not tire; they shall walk, and not faint.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Galatians 3:11 (JND) [11] but that by law no one is justified with God [is] evident, because The just shall live on the principle of faith;

Matthew 9:13 (JND) [13] But go and learn what [that] is I will have mercy and not sacrifice; for I have not come to call righteous [men] but sinners.

Hebrews 10:37 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay.



EXTRACT

We come now to another point in regard to Enoch, and that is “before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God”. The same is in principle true as to the church, it is for His pleasure. If you refer to Philippians 2: 12–16, you will see that God effects what is for His pleasure. Enoch before his translation pleased God, and the fact is that God translates what pleases Him; Enoch pleased God, and God translated him. So, too, the church is here for God’s pleasure and hence God translates it. In the meantime He works in us to will and to do of His good pleasure. It is a wonderful thought that God should have pleasure in anything in the midst of a sinful world; but God has wrought that there may be that which is for His pleasure. Enoch was not, as a man, more for God’s pleasure than anybody else, but God wrought in Enoch that he might be for God’s pleasure and hence God translated him. It is virtually 

God saying, ‘I will dispense altogether with the judgment of death, and will take that man’. God foresaw that death would be annulled in Christ’s death, and therefore translated Enoch. 

Now death has been annulled—He “death by dying slew”, and God says, I will produce that upon earth that shall be for My pleasure, and will translate what pleases Me. That is the course which God has taken in regard to the church—“It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure”. 

It is an extraordinary thing that we can be here for God’s pleasure. You see the idea of it coming out in the passage I referred to—“Do all things without murmurings and disputings, that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation”. A generation blameless, and harmless, here in the world, not doing great things, but “sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation”; like Enoch and Noah, “among whom ye shine as lights in the world; holding forth the word of life”. 

I understand it to indicate entire separation from the spirit of things around us, that in the midst of it we may be shining as lights in the light of God, at the same time holding forth the word of life. 

It is like what Christ was in the world; He was of God, God’s Son, and God’s servant, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, shining as light in the world, holding forth the word of life. That is the true place for the church. God has wrought that there may be a generation of Him, and according to Him, which pleases Him, and has given us the marks of that generation, and we ought to be exercised to answer to it. It is God that worketh in you that you may be in accord with Him, to do of His good pleasure. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 12, pp.437, 438)
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Scripture references

Philippians 2:12-16 (JND) [12] So that, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, [13] for it is God who works in you both the willing and the working according to [his] good pleasure. [14] Do all things without murmurings and reasonings, [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world, [16] holding forth [the] word of life, so as to be a boast for me in Christ's day, that I have not run in vain nor laboured in vain.
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