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A MATTER OF REAL URGENCY


Isaiah 53: 4-12

In saying what I have to say, dear friends, on these verses which I have read, I want to strike a note of urgency and of warning, for the scripture tells us that God “is ready to judge the living and the dead”, 1 Pet.4:5.  He is ready; He takes note of all that is going on in the world, and at the present time He is ready to judge both the living and the dead.  The fact that He has not yet intervened in judgment is but an evidence of His longsuffering, His desire that all should be saved.  But His longsuffering cannot go on for ever.  Do not forget that.  It has gone on for a long time, and He is ready to judge the living and the dead, and therefore it is urgent that if there are any here who have not peace towards God, who have not had the question of their sins settled, who are not marked by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of sinners, it is urgent that you should attend to the matter now.  You cannot possibly guarantee that you will have another day.  It is very urgent that these matters should be faced, and faced immediately with God.

You remember that in the days of Noah, God announced that judgment would come before it came, and during that time Noah, with possibly the assistance of his sons, was patiently building a great ark, a great ship, in order that, at any rate, his house should be saved.  How he would be mocked.  Scripture tells us there were mockers.  There are mockers to-day, mockers of Christianity.  There were mockers in those days, Scripture tells us so (2 Pet.3:3).  You can quite understand how he would be ridiculed, building a great big ship with no water in sight anywhere.  You can imagine how they would mock, how they would ridicule, how the young ones would grow up to mock at this old man building this big ship.  And all that time, the longsuffering of God was waiting, and the Spirit of Christ in Noah was preaching, and that was going on for about one hundred and twenty years, and then there came a day when God told Noah, and his wife, and his sons, and their wives to go into the ark, and the Lord shut the door.  The Lord shut them in—it was a settled matter.  There was nobody else in the ark.  Scripture says, “few, that is, eight souls”, were saved (1 Pet.3:20).  Think of the whole world being carried off in judgment except for eight persons: “few, that is, eight souls, were saved”.  They had plenty of opportunity.  There had been others who had listened to God’s word and had been taken before the time came, we know that, but when it came to the time, there were few saved, and yet they had had a long period of God’s long-suffering and waiting, and the Spirit of Christ in Noah preaching, yet only “few, that, is eight souls”, Scripture says, “were saved”.  Think of that.  

So God shut them in, and then the windows of heaven were opened, and the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the rain began to fall, and it went on relentlessly, forty days and forty nights.  Just picture it for a moment, the position of those there who had turned a deaf ear to the preaching of Noah, as the water came down and down and down.  They would say to one another, ‘Is it never going to stop?’.  They would go up onto the highest hills, and still it rained, on to the top of the highest hills they could manage to climb, and still it rained.  The water came until it was something like twenty feet or more above the highest mountain, and they were all drowned except eight, except those who stood in relationship with Noah.  Noah is a type of Christ, and it is only those who stand in relationship with Christ who will be saved.  And you can come into relationship with Christ now, through faith in Him.  You remember how a woman came when the Lord Jesus was here.  She said, “If I should only touch his garment, I shall be healed” (Matt.9:21), and she came and touched the hem of His garment, and He called her “daughter”.  That is, He as much as said, ‘Through faith in Me, you have established a relationship with Myself’.  It is only those who stand in relationship with Christ who are saved, and no others.  It was those who stood in relationship with Noah; “thee have I seen righteous before me” (Gen.7:1), God says.  It was those, and no others, who were saved.

And so I would urge, dear friends, this matter of really facing issues.  You see, things are going to happen suddenly.  Perhaps I may be allowed to tell you what is a secret, belonging to believers in Jesus.  The apostle Paul says, “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep” – that means die – “but we shall all be changed, in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye”, 1 Cor.15:51.  A “twinkling of an eye”; just think of that.  How long does it take for a twinkling of an eye to take place?  And that is the length of time it will take for believers in Jesus who are alive at the coming of the Lord to be caught up along with those who have fallen asleep and will be raised then.  That is the length of time it will take for them to be taken out of this world altogether, and the world that has had the gospel preached and despised it, or ignored it, or procrastinated, or put off a decision – that world will be left for judgment.  

Well, dear friends, it is urgent to face these things.  Excuse me speaking in this outspoken way, but the time is short, and a twinkling of an eye might happen at any moment, when the day of the gospel message will end for ever so far as you are concerned.  Do not think there will be any hope after that.  And so the Lord says, “Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide the gate and broad the way that leads to destruction, and many are they who enter in through it” – many.  “For narrow the gate and straitened the way that leads to life, and they are few who find it”, Matt.7:13.  Few, that word ‘few’ again.  It has been impressed on my mind in relation to this evening’s meeting: “into which few, that is eight souls, were saved”, and “they are few who find” the narrow way to life.  Are you going to be among the few? Someone came to the Lord and said, “Sir, are such as are to be saved few in number?”, Luke 13:23.  He did not say ‘yes’; He did not say, ‘Oh, no, there are a great many’.  What He did say was, See that you are among the few.  He said, “Strive with earnestness to enter in through the narrow door” (v.24).  That is what the Lord said.  See that you go in at the narrow gate.  

What is the narrow gate?  The narrow gate is repentance toward God.  That is what it is.  It reduces you.  It means that all our self-importance and our self-confidence has to go and we simply take our true place before God as sinners needing mercy, having nothing that we can claim save the abiding value and efficacy in the sight of God of the precious blood of Christ.  Thank God for everyone who takes that way.  You may take it.  It is the only way, it is the only way to enter the way to life.  Perhaps someone will say – for there are those who speak scornfully and jokingly of these things – ‘Well, if it is a broad way, there will be plenty of company in it’.  That is very true.  Someone will say, ‘There will be plenty of company in hell’.  How do you know?  There will be no company there to assuage the torment of hell.  We get a picture in Luke 16 of a man who died, not in faith.  And it says that in hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment (v.23).  Hades is not the lake of fire; that man was not in the lake of fire yet.  He is awaiting the judgment of the great white throne, and then it will be a question of the lake of fire.  “And in hades lifting up his eyes, being in torment”.  What awful torment, the remembrance of opportunities lost and gone for ever.  That, I believe, was the torment.  He asked for a drop of water to cool his tongue.  He cried to Abraham to send Lazarus, one who was safely in Abraham’s bosom, to just give a drop of water to cool his tongue.  Abraham says, “Son, remember” – ah, what a word, ‘remember,’ remembering in hades, remembering in the lake of fire – “remember that thou in thy life time receivedst thy good things”, Luke 16:25 (AV).  He had had all there was to have, enjoyed them without God, paid no attention to the glad tidings, and it was all gone and gone for ever.  

So then the man says, Well, at least send Lazarus to warn my brothers, my five brothers; warn them not to come to this place of torment.  He did not say anything about plenty of company or anything of that sort.  No, he said, “this place of torment”.  He said, ‘Warn my brothers not to come – under no circumstances to come’: that was the word.  Think of that, departed this life, in a place of torment, and yet he retained natural affection, and earnestly desiring that his brothers might not come.  Abraham says, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.  And the man says, No, but if someone rise from the dead and go to them, they will repent.  Abraham says, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, not even if one rise from among the dead will they be persuaded.  And that is exactly what has happened.  The Lord Jesus is risen from the dead.  He is at the right hand of God.  The Holy Spirit has come down from heaven to tell people that salvation is in Him.  Forgiveness of sins is announced in His Name, and alas, people treat it as though it was of no consequence.  That is the position, dear friends.  I beg of you, anybody here who has not yet turned to the Lord, to do it now.  This is your opportunity.  This is your most favourable opportunity.  God is waiting on you, and the Lord is waiting on you, the One who gave Himself a ransom for all (1 Tim.2:6), and the efficacy of His work extends to cover you and me, and everyone here, and the whole world, if only they would have it.

And so, as I was saying, it is a time for being urgent.  I would come now for a few moments to this scripture which we have read.  I did not read the first verse, but the question is raised, “Who hath believed our report?”  Who has believed it?  What a question to raise.  A report – a testimony to the world as to Christ, and His atoning work, and to His having been down into death because the penalty of death lay upon man, as to His having risen triumphantly from the dead, and His being at the right hand of God, and repentance and remission of sins preached freely in His Name, without price.  The question is, who has believed it?  Is there someone here who has not believed it?  God is looking on.  Have you not believed in Christ?  You may have friends and neighbours all round you who have, who testify to you the reality of these things, and their satisfying character too, and you know it yourself too.  You know it in your conscience that it is so.  And yet someone has not believed the report.  “Who hath believed our report?”, the word says, “and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?”  “The arm of the Jehovah” – what does that mean?  It means the power there is with the Lord to do what no one else in the world can do, and that is to save the soul of a guilty sinner.  No one else in the world can do it, but there is One with the power and the right to do it.  He has acquired the right, dear friends, by having given Himself a ransom for all.  Think of the grace of it.  Does it not touch your heart?  

Well, now it says in this chapter, “Surely he …”.  Who is the ‘he’?  Jesus.  The Old Testament scriptures are full of Jesus.  They all point to Jesus.  If you are at all acquainted with your Bible, you will remember the incident recorded for us in Luke 24 when the Lord Jesus on the day when He was risen from the dead, walked a matter of seven miles or so with two people, two disciples of His.  They did not know Him.  He was in a spiritual condition as risen from the dead, and they did not know Him, and yet He was there, flesh and bones, walking with them, and it says, “having begun from Moses, and from all the prophets” – that takes in Isaiah – “he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (v.27).  So you read Isaiah, and you say, Isaiah is talking about Jesus.  “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted”.  That was how they were regarding him, as stricken of God and afflicted.  “But” – now notice this ‘but’ – “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”.  Can everybody in this room put himself or herself in that ‘we’ and ‘our’, put it into the singular?  If there is some young man here, or young woman here, or old one for that matter, or child here, who has not yet turned to Jesus, I say, put yourself by name into this verse.  ‘He was wounded for my transgressions’.  Thank God I can say it, ‘He was wounded for my transgressions.  He was bruised for my iniquities.  The chastisement of my peace was upon Him, and with His stripes I am healed’.  Thank God for that.  

Peter refers to this in his first epistle.  He says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  What a testimony from the great apostle, the foremost apostle, as it says in Matthew’s gospel, “first, Simon, who was called Peter”, Matt.10:2.  And yet although a great apostle, and one who was martyred for the name of Christ, he had a sinful history, a guilty history, but he says, “who himself” –referring to Jesus – “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  Could you read anything more affecting?  Who is Jesus?  I will tell you who Jesus is.  God Himself in His Person, “over all, God blessed for ever” (Rom.9:5), yet become a Man in wondrous grace, and in manhood His name is Jesus, a name which conveys the truth of His Person, for it means ‘Jehovah the Saviour’.  Think of that; God Himself coming in in a Man in order to save your soul.  As the Lord Himself says when He was here, “The Son of man” – that was the title He took – “did not come to be served” (Matt.20:28).  He did not come to be served, He is not asking to be served, but He says, “to serve”, to do anything that was needed.  That is really what the word 
means.  He came in that spirit, to do anything that was needed, “and to give his life a ransom for many”.  Where would you and I have been, dear fellow believers, if it were not for Jesus?  Is there someone here who has not turned to Jesus?

‘I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

   Come unto me and rest’.

Have you heard it?

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

   Behold, I freely give’.

Have you heard it? 

‘I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

   I am this dark world’s Light;’      (Hymn 248).

Are you in light, or are you in darkness?  It is a question of how you stand in relation to Jesus.  “He was wounded for our transgressions”, it says, “he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”.

There are some who are never healed.  Why?  Because they do not appropriate what is available for them.  The Lord is not going to force it on you if you do not want it, but I say He has given Himself a ransom for all, and His wondrous death in its abiding value before God is efficacious to cover all your sins for all eternity.  You cannot possibly have anything better than that, and you have no alternative.  I beg of you to remember what I started with, and that is that God is ready, ready to judge living and dead.  The fact that He has not done so yet is but a witness of His long-suffering, and it may be His long-suffering has you in mind.  But do not strain it too long.  Do not strain it any longer.  It may be He has been waiting in long-suffering over you for ten years, twenty years: I know not, God knows.  I say, do not strain it any longer.  Why not yield now?

Jesus is at the right hand of God.  He is “nigh unto all that call upon him”, Scripture says (Ps.145:18), and He is also rich – “the same Lord of all”, it says, “is rich towards all that call upon him” (Rom.10:12), regardless of age, regardless of sex, regardless of your position in this world, it is all of no account in the eyes of God.  What is of account is that you are a man, a woman, or a child; you have a soul that God loves; you have a soul for which Jesus died.  What is of great importance, of all importance is that you should appropriate the Saviour who is presented to you in the glad tidings.

And so it says further, “All we like sheep have gone astray”.  We are all on one footing here.  No doubt if you are used to your Bible, or have come to gospel preachings before, you have heard the scripture quoted that says, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom:3:23), and there may be a danger with some, because it says that all have sinned, to think that the matter is so general that it does not matter very much.  It does matter.  Everyone has to give an account of himself to God, and when the day of judgment does come, books are going to be opened.  God is writing records day by day, day by day.  Have you ever thought of that?  Business houses have their ledger accounts, a separate account for each of their customers.  They do not mix up the accounts, they keep accurate records of all that is due from each separate customer.  God has His books, written up every day, every day adding to the toll of your sins if you have not yet turned to Christ.  Think of the solemnity of it.  And yet, thank God there is in the precious blood of Christ, and in the value as God sees it of His work on the cross, that which is great enough to wipe them all out for ever.  Thank God for Jesus.  Oh, I would that everybody here would turn to Jesus.  It says, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way”.  Is there anybody here who says that is not true of him?  “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way”, yet every sheep is sought out by the Shepherd singly.  The Shepherd does not seek out sheep in a flock.  No: it is when He has found them He places them in the flock, but He seeks out the sheep singly, and goes after that which is lost till He finds it (Luke 15:4).  

Is some lost sheep going to give Him an opportunity to find him tonight?  That is what is in mind in the preaching, that you should be found by the Shepherd who has given His life for all.  So it says, “we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him” – Jesus – “the iniquity of us all”.  Now think of the comprehensiveness of that.  What a Saviour you have in Jesus if your faith is in Him.  One who was great enough to bear the iniquity of all – of all who put their trust in Him.  Think of the immensity of it.  How one loves to speak in that way of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Think of His coming down and taking that place, going into the place of judgment in the presence of a holy, sin-hating God, and bearing without any mitigation the judgment due to all the sins of all those who put their trust in Him.  The value of His work is such that anyone and everyone may put their trust in Him, and find it equally efficacious for them.  “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.  How many are there of the redeemed?  How many do the ransomed number?  I cannot tell you.  It says, “ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands”, Rev.5:11.  I know that refers to angels, but I am sure it is true of the ransomed as well, and they all owe their blessing to Jesus, and they will all be in glory with Jesus, and they will all be conformed to His image.  There will not be a single thing lacking that God looks for in man, because it is all before Him in Jesus, and He is going to find it answered to perfectly in those whom His grace takes up.  Are you going to be among them?  God is calling souls by the glad tidings to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus.  Are you going to shut your eyes to it?

Well now, this is the Saviour, One great enough in His Person and willing in His love to have laid upon Him the iniquity of all who put their trust in Him.  He “hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”.

But now I want to say a word further as to the next section, because this is a very important matter.  It is going to show you that if you are a believer in Jesus, there is the need for discipleship, discipleship in this world.  You do not want to go on hand in glove with the world that has crucified Christ.  You may say, Oh, it is different now.  No, it is not.  Only in outward appearance, only with a veneer cast over it to give it a kind of Christian appearance, but at heart it is unchanged.  And so we find, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth”.  He could be spat upon, but He opened not His mouth.  He could be stricken with a reed, struck in the face, but He opened not His mouth.  That is your Saviour.  That is the kind of treatment He has had in this world.  All classes of society combined to give it to Him.  There were the religious people, the high priest, the scribes and the Pharisees.  There were the educated men of the upper classes, the Roman governor, and Herod and so on.  There were the ordinary people.  There were the soldiers, too.  There was the rabble.  All combined to heap every kind of reproach and ignominy on Jesus, the Son of God.  If you want to read about it, you can read about it in the 26th and 27th chapters of Matthew’s gospel, and the 14th and 15th chapters of Mark’s gospel, and the 22nd and 23rd chapters of Luke’s gospel, and the 18th and 19th chapters of John’s gospel.  You can read it all there, read it all in detail.  You will get an impression of what kind of treatment has been meted out in this world to the Son of God, your Saviour, if He is your Saviour.  

I am speaking now to those who have put their trust in Jesus, to whom Jesus is their Saviour, whom they confess as Lord.  I trust you do.  It is salvation for you in this world.  You do not want to be drawn along in the current of this world.  God has pronounced judgment on this world.  He has not yet executed it.  “Now is the judgment of this world”, the Lord says, “now shall the prince of this world be cast out”, John 12:31.  He has pronounced judgment on it.  There is no hope for it.  Indeed it says in the second epistle to the Thessalonians that the Lord Jesus will be revealed with the angels of His might in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God and who obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess.1:8).  Do not set these things aside.  They are there in the Scripture.  The word of God abides for ever.  You must face these things.  And so I say to those who belong to Christ here, you do not want to be carried along with the current of this world that is coming into judgment.  Think how it has treated Christ.  The world is no different in heart now from what it was then.  It is precisely the same.  And so it says, “He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation?”  You know the history, how Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, a man responsible to administer justice, how he said, “I find no fault whatever in him” – no fault.  He repeated it, “I find in him no fault whatever” (John 18:38;  19:4), and then, in spite of that, he delivered Him up to be crucified.  Well, He was taken from oppression and from judgment; “who shall declare his generation?”  He has been cut off from the land of the living, and God has exalted Him to His right hand in heaven, but who is going to declare His generation?  Are you?  Every believer in Jesus in greater or lesser degree is declaring His generation.  If you are a believer in Jesus, you are of His generation.  It is a good thing to let it be known that you are.  Take your stand as a disciple of Jesus, one who is going to follow Him and confess His Name, and seek grace to be true to His Name, and be apart from all that is inconsistent with His Name.  That is what we want to do.  That is the way His generation is declared.

Who shall declare it?  It says, “Who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken”.  And then we get, “men appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death”.  That is how God intervened, “because”, it says, “he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth”.  You know, it was a practice under the Romans that when a malefactor was crucified, they dug his grave underneath the cross, so that when he died he should just be put in the grave there.  There were three crucified at the time Jesus was crucified.  He was in the midst, with one on each side, and I have no doubt the three graves were dug, but, when Jesus had died, God said as it were, That is enough, you shall not go any further.  And so God appointed that there should be a rich man, Joseph of Arimathæa, who had a fine tomb hewn out of the rock, one no doubt he had prepared for himself, but when the time came, he came forward and demanded of Pilate the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave, and lovers of Jesus took the body of Jesus down and laid it in this tomb.  Although “men appointed his grave with the wicked”, it is as though God said, ‘He has had enough indignity now, He is to have no more’.  So “he was with the rich in his death”.  

And now, dear friends, it is not a question of a grand, monumental remembrance of Him, it is a question of His having a place in the hearts of His people.  That is the kind of monument that God intends for Jesus in this world.  He has been raised from the dead and has sat down at the right hand of God.  The next thing is that He will come for His own, but in the meantime the great point is that He has a monument such as no one else has ever had, or ever will have, in the hearts, and in the confession, of His people here on earth.  It is for you to 
have your part in it if you are a real lover of Jesus.  The Lord Jesus has His assembly in this world.  You may say, Well, Christendom is in a state of confusion.  I quite agree.  You may say, One place of worship is as good as another.  I am not going to argue that question.  All I say is that the Lord Jesus has His assembly here.  He loves it, and He is sustaining it against all the efforts of hades to overthrow it, and you can find it if you want to find it.  The Lord will show you the way to it if you want to find it, but I say it is a great thing to have a part at this present time in the maintenance of testimony to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom you own, as I trust you do, as your Saviour, and who has a monument thus in the affections of His lovers which no one else has ever had, or will have, and you can contribute.

Well, I have not much more to say.  It says, “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied”.  Is He satisfied?  Are you one of those giving Him satisfaction?  All the saints, all the lovers of Jesus, all those who have put their trust in His precious blood, are the fruit of the travail of His soul.  Are you among them?  He is satisfied in those He has, but He would like to see them added to.  He would love to see you added to the number.  You would provide Him with increasing satisfaction.  “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied”.

Just one word more: “by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and he shall bear their iniquities”.  Now that is an important matter, that we should be instructed in what is right in the sight of God.  The Lord is able to instruct us in it.  He will show us what God’s judgment is of sin.  He will show us what God’s judgment is of every working of my own will.  He will show me that because He has borne it Himself.  You will not want to go on in any sin, in any self-will, in any course of your own, when you see that that has involved the sufferings, the holy sufferings, of your Saviour.  That is the way the Lord instructs us.  That is the way He gives us a right estimate of sin.  He shows us what it has cost Him in His atoning sufferings and His death, and in the light of that you will say, I do not want to go on with that any longer.  I want to come in a practical way under the control of my Saviour, and own Him as Lord.  He shall have control of my life now.  That is what God intends, that you should come under entirely new control, entirely new management.  You know, sometimes going along the road you can see in a shop window, ‘Under entirely new management’.  What do they intend to convey?  They intend to convey that whatever things were like in the past, they are different now.  That is exactly what is intended to be the case with every believer in Jesus, that whatever their lives have been in the past, they each come under fresh control, they each own Jesus as their Lord, and things are different.  Their lives henceforth can be for the pleasure and glory of God.

Well, I have nothing more to say, dear friends, but to urge what I said at the beginning, the real necessity – do not think it is the passing thought of a religious meeting, or anything of that sort – the real, urgent necessity of facing these matters now, for God is ready to judge both living and dead, and in a twinkling of an eye the opportunity of receiving and believing the gospel will be gone for ever.

May the Lord bless the word.

 

Preaching of the gospel, London

25 November 1957

 

Alfred J Gardiner

 

(From The Word Proclaimed, 1959)
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1 Peter 4:5 (JND) [5] who shall render account to him who is ready to judge [the] living and [the] dead.

2 Peter 3:3 (JND) [3] knowing this first, that there shall come at [the] close of the days mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts,

1 Peter 3:20 (JND) [20] heretofore disobedient, when the longsuffering of God waited in [the] days of Noah while the ark was preparing, into which few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water:

1 Peter 3:20 (JND) [20] heretofore disobedient, when the longsuffering of God waited in [the] days of Noah while the ark was preparing, into which few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water:

Matthew 9:21 (JND) [21] for she said within herself, If I should only touch his garment I shall be healed.

Genesis 7:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Noah, Go into the ark, thou and all thy house; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.

1 Corinthians 15:51 (JND) [51] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed,

Matthew 7:13 (JND) [13] Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide the gate and broad the way that leads to destruction, and many are they who enter in through it.

Luke 13:23 (JND) [23] And one said to him, Sir, [are] such as are to be saved few in number? But he said unto them,

Luke 16 (JND) [1] And he said also to [his] disciples, There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and *he* was accused to him as wasting his goods. [2] And having called him, he said to him, What [is] this that I hear of thee? give the reckoning of thy stewardship, for thou canst be no longer steward. [3] And the steward said within himself, What shall I do; for my lord is taking the stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg. …

Luke 16:25 (JND) [25] But Abraham said, Child, recollect that *thou* hast fully received thy good things in thy lifetime, and likewise Lazarus evil things. But now he is comforted here, and *thou* art in suffering.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Matthew 10:2 (JND) [2] Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the [son] of Zebedee, and John his brother;

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Matthew 20:28 (JND) [28] as indeed the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.

Psalms 145:18 (JND) [18] Jehovah is nigh unto all that call upon him, unto all that call upon him in truth.

Romans 10:12 (JND) [12] For there is no difference of Jew and Greek; for the same Lord of all [is] rich towards all that call upon him.

Luke 15:4 (JND) [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

Revelation 5:11 (JND) [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands;

John 12:31 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out:

2 Thessalonians 1:8 (JND) [8] in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ;

John 18:38 (JND) [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

John 19:4 (JND) [4] And Pilate went out again and says to them, Lo, I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I find in him no fault whatever.



“LOVE NEVER FAILS”


1 Corinthians 13:8 (“Love never fails”)

This scripture presents love from God’s side, which is perfect.  It would have to be admitted that the love which had its origin in God has been tainted in the hands of persons who do not know God.  However, this scripture is very reassuring.  When you get such a statement in Scripture, there is a basis for it, and the basis for this statement is that love from God’s side is perfect, because God is love.  Scripture tells us that; “perfect love”, 1 John 4:18.  Also, love is very simple, so simple that it is almost impossible to define it.  I often wonder if this section of scripture was in Mr Darby’s mind when he made that profound statement, ‘Absolute consecration to Jesus is the strongest bond between human hearts’ 1.  What a profound statement!  As you consider it, you wonder – what did he mean?  Well, we all may ponder it, but to me, the word consecration means to be made suitable as having the hands filled with the excellence of Christ.  If you look up the concordance, you will find that the word consecration appears frequently in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, and in Exodus, it is spoken of in relation to Aaron and his sons being made suitable for the service of the priesthood.  

Right from the beginning, it was always in the mind of God that man should never be alone.  He said “I will make him a helpmate, his like” (Gen.2:18), and when Eve was brought to Adam, she was suitable to him.  How precious that is.  God saw to it that she was suitable to him, suitable in every way, so that Adam could say “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (v.23).  

When you go through the Scriptures, you find in Genesis 24 a beautiful chapter which is often referred to as a type of how the Spirit serves in view of the bride being suitable to Christ as the Husband.  The servant gave Rebecca everything she needed.  How precious in the sight of heaven.  And so when Rebecca saw Isaac, she did not need any instruction; she already had all that was needed to ensure that she was properly adorned for her husband.  How precious that is in the sight of heaven.  

Then there is that beautiful section in Esther, where it says that “she required nothing but what Hegai the king’s chamberlain, keeper of the women, appointed” (Esth.2:15), so that she was suitable and pleasing to king Ahasuerus.  That was a divine thought; it was not a case of introducing man’s standard.  And so in Revelation 19, you get that beautiful section where it says that “his wife has made herself ready” (v.7).  What a lovely touch that is, that the wife has made herself ready for Christ.  She is fully suitable.  Why?  Because love never fails.  Underlying it all, the relationship of love is there, and it never fails.

These simple thoughts, beloved, are there to encourage us to see at a time like this that our sister has made herself suitable so that she comes into the enjoyment of the wonderful thought of headship.  When the thought of headship is introduced to us, you find nourishing and cherishing (Eph.5:29).  The Lord Jesus will “present the assembly to himself glorious” (v.27).  What delight there will be in the heart of Christ when He will have the assembly for Himself, all glorious.  And what joy there is in this occasion as heaven can take account of it, as everything is made suitable.  Consecration to Jesus is the strongest bond between human hearts, and let us never forget – “Love never fails”.  Those of us who are getting older have experienced it all our lives long, that love never fails.  Whatever the circumstance, whatever the conditions that God passed us through, we always find that love never fails.

May our hearts be encouraged, beloved.  This is a time for great encouragement and blessing, blessing for our dear couple, that they may experience that love never fails, that they may move forward together in the wonderful assurance that their link with Christ is the bond between themselves.  That bond, beloved, makes this a marriage in the Lord, and how precious that is to heaven.  May our hearts be encouraged by these simple thoughts, to realise that love never fails, for His name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a marriage, Buckie

14 November 2020

 

Robert B Bain

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Esther 2:15 (JND) [15] And when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, came to go in to the king, she required nothing but what Hegai the king's chamberlain, keeper of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained grace in the sight of all them that saw her.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Ephesians 5:29 (JND) [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly:



“THE THING PROCEEDS FROM JEHOVAH”


Genesis 24:50 (“The thing proceeds from Jehovah”)

Quite early on in our brother and sister’s new link together, this scripture came to me; “the thing proceeds from Jehovah”.  I felt that the link that was beginning to be formed and starting to mature was something that the Lord could take hold of and bless.  We are here to commend our brother and sister to the Lord in this relationship of marriage, and what our brother has said about love is important; it never fails.  So this scripture came to me and I feel that the Lord has something that He can lay His hands on and bless in the maturity in which the relationship has been taken up.

When you reflect on the verse; this is Laban and Bethuel answering the servant, who had set out the whole matter clearly before them.  It is a very interesting chapter to read, full of wonderful detail.  The servant set it all out, and then they said, “The thing proceeds from Jehovah”.  That was all they could say, although they go on to say, “we cannot speak to thee bad or good”.  Nevertheless, what was being displayed there was God’s mind, and it was so clear that there really was not anything to say, good or bad.  We are happy, glad to commend the couple to the Lord.  It is from the Lord, it is the Lord’s mind.  The verse has already been referred to; it says “It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like”, Gen.2:18.  

What really made me think more on this was that when we say that the thing proceeds from Jehovah, we can see it in relation to Christ and the assembly that “The thing proceeds from Jehovah”.  That relationship proceeds from God; it was in God’s heart.  Think of the knowledge of God that extends from before time was.  Think of the knowledge that was involved, those counsels of old, when divine Persons counselled together before the worlds were made, before time came into being, that the thought of Christ and the assembly was going to be worked out in such a wonderful way.  We sang of God’s matchless moral ways (Hymn 342).  It is worked out like that, that there should be one of the Godhead come into manhood’s form.  It says of Him, “having been found in figure as a man” (Phil.2:8); all that entered into that – the Lord Jesus coming in as a Man.  How blessed, how wonderful to know the work which He came to accomplish on Calvary’s tree, the work of salvation, and we also know that He came to secure an answer in the assembly. 

There are the personnel of the assembly, each one of us, all those that love and trust in the Lord Jesus and have the Spirit, as our brother and sister do.  There are the personnel, but then there is the collective side, the answer in love and affection to the Lord Jesus as a Man.  He remains a Man for ever, not any longer in flesh and blood condition but as a risen and glorified Man.  Our Saviour is glorified, we have our link with Him there on the other side of death; we all live because He lives.  The assembly, that corporate vessel, a collective response to Christ – she is there, she is a vessel, as we often say of Eve, with no past history.  Eve was formed, she was a helpmate.  The assembly will come when Christ comes, she will reign with Him.  Speaking reverently, she will add to the glory because of her very presence.  It speaks of her “having the glory of God”, Rev.21:10.  What glories there are in the assembly.  She remains a creature vessel, but as we understand it, she is the greatest creature there is.  Think of what she is as a vessel for divine praise, a divine residence!  We often touch on these things on a Lord’s day morning.

As reflecting on these things, we see how God in His wonderful wisdom and ways has given opportunity, which He has chosen, to allow us to enjoy something of that relationship.  The different relationships that we have – the Lord has His hand over all of those.  We sometimes sing about the assembly during the long night:

‘Throughout the long night she has waited 

   To see thee her faithful bridegroom’ (Hymn 131).

Perhaps something of that long night has been entered into by our couple in these months of waiting which they have had to endure.  The Lord would pass us through these things in order that we may have a greater appreciation of what He finds in His assembly.

I just leave the word with the brethren and commend the couple to the Lord: “The thing proceeds from Jehovah”. 

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a marriage, Buckie

14 November 2020

 

 

R W McClean

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:50 (JND) [50] And Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceeds from Jehovah: we cannot speak to thee bad or good.

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,



THE WOMAN OF WORTH


Ephesians 5:22-30; Proverbs 31:10-13,23,24

I have been thinking, dear brethren, of what our brother has said about love never failing.  How precious and how wonderful that we can take account of the love of Christ towards the assembly and how great the beauteous results which divine love has secured in the assembly.

The scripture in Ephesians says, “Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”.  What a cost it was to Him; He loved the assembly so much that He delivered Himself up for it.  Think of the love of the Lord Jesus and the effect in beauty that has been secured in the assembly through the continuing love of the Lord Jesus glorified.  He “has delivered Himself up for it, in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless”.  How great is the effect of the love of the Lord Jesus, known now through His headship, and the love that is seen in the operation of the headship of Christ.  The power of it brings about an effect where His love is known, and that is seen in the woman of worth.

“Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies”, speaking of the value and the preciousness of the assembly to Christ.  He loved the assembly so much that He delivered Himself up for it.  The assembly is with Him intelligently; think of these features that are seen in the woman of worth.  It says that “The heart of her husband confideth in her”.  How the Lord delights in the assembly and what He finds in her.  There are things that are precious to be found in the assembly.  There are features of the Lord Jesus that shine in the assembly – they are seen in the saints, dear brethren.  When we see the bride and bridegroom here together today, our brother and sister married, it brings to our attention Christ and the assembly, the dignity of the bride.  What a fine occupation these things are; “She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life”.  What appreciation the Lord Jesus has for the assembly – a vessel here which cares for His interests, answers to His desires, responds to Him in love.  These are attractive features which are the result of the headship of Christ.  May we be affected by them! 

We are glad that we can commend our brother and sister to the Lord.  As our brothers have said, this is of the Lord, and love never fails.  How great these truths are.  So as our brother and sister set up home together there will be spiritual addition.  We look at these matters not only in a natural way, but from the divine side.  There is love working in the way of addition; “It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate his like”, Gen.2:18.  These truths have been there from the very beginning.  

Think of the feelings of God for Christ, that He should have a bride that is suited to Him.  How important this occasion is, when we can be reminded of God’s precious thoughts in relation to Christ and the assembly.  Adam was marked by intelligence; he was able to name all the animals, and it is not said that any of their names were changed, but he “found no helpmate, his like” (v.20).  God has provided that for Christ; how much has been secured in the assembly – an answer to the affections of the Lord Jesus.  

May our brother and sister be encouraged, may they be strengthened, and may the Lord bless them together, for His name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a marriage, Buckie

 

14 November 2020

 

 

Rob Gardiner
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Scripture references

Ephesians 5:22-30 (JND) [22] Wives, [submit yourselves] to your own husbands, as to the Lord, [23] for a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ [is] head of the assembly. *He* [is] Saviour of the body. [24] But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything. [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.]

Proverbs 31:10-24 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. [13] She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. [14] She is like the merchants' ships: she bringeth her food from afar; [15] And she riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the day's work to her maidens. [16] She considereth a field, and acquireth it; of the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. [17] She girdeth her loins with strength, and maketh strong her arms. [18] She perceiveth that her earning is good; her lamp goeth not out by night. [19] She putteth her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. [20] She stretcheth out her hand to the afflicted, and she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. [21] She is not afraid of the snow for her household; for all her household are clothed with scarlet. …

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.



Notes


	[←1]
	 J N Darby Synopsis Vol.3 (Matthew – John) p.402
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