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THE LORD’S APPROVAL


Luke 7:44-50; 10:38-42; 21:1-4

When the Lord was here in manhood, and as He moved about, He would have had a perfect assessment of everything, and He approved of each of these three women.

The first woman had just begun her spiritual history.  We do not need to be long on the Christian way to have a sense of the Lord’s approval.  It is not a matter of having great experience or a long history in the testimony, or anything like that.  She would not have had to do with the Lord for long, but she had the Lord’s approval for what she did.  That is why the Lord says, “Seest thou this woman?”.  He pointed her out to Simon as one that He approved of, and it was because she appreciated Him. Simon did not appreciate Him.  Simon spoke with himself saying, “This person if he were a prophet …” (v 39); he was even doubting that.  But the Lord Jesus is far more than a prophet – He is God manifest in flesh.  Think of the wonder of that.  He came into manhood in view of meeting the needs of persons, and bringing God’s grace right to persons in need.  No one else could have done it, and this woman appreciated Him on account of that.  She showed her appreciation of Him by what she did to Him, and that is what the Lord is commending here.  She did not say anything, it was just what she did, even in the face of a withering rebuke from the Pharisee, for she appreciated the Lord and the Lord noticed everything that she did.  It was proof that she loved Him and appreciated Him.  He said, “she has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair” and “from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet”.  The Lord appreciated all that this woman did because she was a lover of Himself.  It is vital for all of us that we appreciate the Person and grow in our appreciation of the person of Christ – what He has done for us, but also who He is in Himself.  We are to appreciate Him because of who He is Himself.  

There are different ways in which we can show that appreciation.  He appreciates our personal, secret affection, and there is also our collective remembrance of Him.  It shows that we appreciate Him and the way that He has gone in love.  That would draw out the Lord’s approval because we are doing it for Him.  There is no person in the universe like Him.  He appreciates persons who appreciate Him, and He approved of this woman; He actually defended her.  I like that expression, “from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet”, the feet of the One who was God manifest in flesh, moving about in such a lowly way, meeting need wherever it was, bringing in peace and calm to souls.

In the second scripture read, Mary appreciated the teaching of the Lord and the Lord approved of that.  She appreciated it so much that she took time to sit at His feet and listen to His word.  Again, the Lord, you might say, defends her.  The Lord is not hard on Martha.  The Lord felt for her and that is seen in the way He spoke to her; “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things”.  The Lord realised that things needed to be done, but “Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”.  When Lazarus their brother died, the Lord first spoke to Martha and Martha went and called her sister, Mary, and said, “The teacher is come and calls thee,” John.11:28.  So they knew the Lord as Teacher.  The Lord appreciates persons who value His teaching.  We all need divine teaching.  We have the Scriptures and we have ‘helps’ to help us to understand the Scriptures; right teaching is very much needed.  The Lord brought in teaching that had never been before.  God’s people Israel had the law, but what the Lord brought in superseded the law.  He said, “But I say unto you”, Matt.5:22.  The Lord appreciates and commends persons who appreciate His teaching.  What else is to regulate us?  Man’s mind?  Man’s thoughts – what men make up, what suits them?  But there is the Lord’s teaching and Mary appreciated it.  Peter said, “thou hast words of life eternal” (John 6:68); a different kind of words.  So Mary took the time; “having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word”.  She did not just hear it, she was paying attention to it.

In John’s gospel, you get so many of the Lord’s words, and the apostles’ teaching, which is so necessary, is an extension of that because it also came from the Lord.  It is how we grow, it is how we are kept right in the pathway – by listening to, and being guided and regulated by, right teaching.  The Lord approves of such persons; “Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”.

Then in chapter 21, the Lord approved of this widow’s devotion and sacrifice.  The situation here was not easy.  In the first scripture, it was not easy; it would have been more congenial in chapter 10 in the house at Bethany, but now at Jerusalem it was not easy.  All the persons in prominent places were against the Lord.  Just before where we read, He said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk about in long robes, and who love salutations in the market-places, and first seats in the synagogues, and first places at suppers; who devour the houses of widows, and as a pretext make long prayers”, Luke20:46,47.  That was the situation in Jerusalem and the Lord felt it.  But this poor widow made no show.  She had nothing to make a show of in any case, but the little she did have she sacrificed in commitment to the Lord’s interests at that time.  The Lord appreciated that; it cost her something to be committed to the Lord’s interests in this devoted way.  The Lord needs persons who are committed, devoted, and prepared for sacrifice.  Jerusalem was not an easy place to be in but that did not hinder this woman.  In principle, she was devoted to the Lord.  I remember a brother saying about this scripture, ‘it is only the Lord who can evaluate devotion rightly’.  We might look at someone and say, ‘he is very devoted and committed’, but it is only the Lord who really knows.  He approved of this woman.  She sets out someone who has love for the Lord and devotion to Him, has love for the Lord’s interests and is committed to them.  The Lord saw all that was going on.  Imagine it – she had two mites, but in proportion, the Lord could say that she “has cast in more than all” and “has cast in all the living which she had”.  Her whole life was in principle related to the Lord’s interests at that time, even though it was a very difficult situation.  The Lord was soon to be crucified but this poor widow woman gave all that she had.

I have never known a person like this who has given all they have.  You get something a little like it at the beginning of the Acts, after Pentecost.  As the testimony proceeded, we get Paul’s ministry as to stewardship and thus we are not intended to give all our material things away.  But the spirit of what this woman did is to mark us in our devotion to the Lord in some little way, so that in whatever way we can, we are to be committed to His interests.  The great thing is to have some little sense of the Lord’s approval of what we are going on with or doing for Him.

May the Lord bless the word.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Dundee

1 May 2018

G.B. Grant

 


Scripture references

Luke 7:44-50 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair. [45] Thou gavest me not a kiss, but *she* from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet. [46] My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but *she* has anointed my feet with myrrh. [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. [48] And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven. [49] And they that were with [them] at table began to say within themselves, Who is this who forgives also sins? [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Luke 21:1-4 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; [4] for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts [of God]; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had.

John 11:28 (JND) [28] And having said this, she went away and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, The teacher is come and calls thee.

Matthew 5:22 (JND) [22] But *I* say unto you, that every one that is lightly angry with his brother shall be subject to the judgment; but whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be subject to [be called before] the sanhedrim; but whosoever shall say, Fool, shall be subject to the penalty of the hell of fire.

John 6:68 (JND) [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

Luke 20:46-47 (JND) [46] Beware of the scribes, who like to walk about in long robes, and who love salutations in the market-places, and first seats in the synagogues, and first places at suppers; [47] who devour the houses of widows, and as a pretext make long prayers. These shall receive a severer judgment.



OUR RECEIVING WHAT GOD SENDS


Luke 8:4-8;  Acts 17:10,11;  16:14,15,40; Luke 2:25-32; Deuteronomy 11:10-12

My simple exercise for this occasion is that we might receive what God sends.  First of all, I should ask if everyone here has received the Lord Jesus as their Saviour.  If you have not done so before now, I enjoin you to receive the gift of salvation that God offers everyone in the person of Jesus and the work that He has accomplished on Calvary’s cross, in His dying and the shedding of His precious blood.  God offers that to you for your reception; God offers you something that is worth receiving.  Beloved, receive the Lord Jesus if you have not done so.  You need Him, you are a sinner and you need a Saviour.  I know that this is not a gospel meeting, but we have to begin with what is fundamental in relation to what we receive from God.  He has sent His Son.  Receive Him, and come to know your sins forgiven and know peace with God.  Receive the Holy Spirit too.  Obey and ask the Father and He will give the Holy Spirit; He delights to give Him.  Have you done that?  Are you a believer on the Lord Jesus but you have not yet received the Holy Spirit?  I encourage you to ask and receive what God gives.  It is always worth receiving.  The Holy Spirit will come and make His abode with you and in you, and help you to learn more of the Saviour whom you have received. 

You may ask, Does God stop giving?  Does God stop speaking?  No, God in His grace knows that we still have a need at the present time to receive from Him and God continues to give because of who He is.  His nature is love, His heart is a heart of love, and He gives with a purpose.  That is why I read in Luke’s gospel chapter 8.  The intention is that there should be fruit one hundred-fold.  Who is the fruit for?  It is for God, for the Sower, it is for God Himself.  Ask yourself what fruit is there in your life for God, that One who gave His Son for you, the One who gave His blessed Spirit to dwell in you.  What is there in my life for Him in the way of fruit, what is there in my life that pleases Him?  

I wanted to speak about the good ground.  There are other kinds of ground and we feel tested as to what we can say about them, but there is the good ground.  I think that would speak of receptive ground.  I read in these passages about different examples that we could think of where there was good ground.  First of all, it says here, “He that has ears to hear, let him hear”.  In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, it says seven times, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”.  And the Lord Jesus in John’s gospel chapter 16 speaks about the Holy Spirit; “but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak” (v.13).  There can be no doubt that the speaking and the giving of God continues; it continues with purpose, it is current today.  Perhaps even in an occasion like this, God may speak to us: we trust it may be so.  He is speaking with a purpose.  The purpose is that His word may enter freshly into your soul and fructify, that there might be something present and real in your life for His pleasure and for His glory.  It begins with the ear, “He that has ears”; let us all make sure that we have ears that are attuned to what God is saying.  There are so many other conflicting voices vying for your attention in the world.  Man’s world is full of what vies for your attention in every possible way; all the different media that men use, vying for your attention and for your ear.  You see people going round with their ears covered up, their ears filled with devices that feed sound and music into them.  Beloved, God desires that you might have an opened ear to hear what He says to you as a believer.  We can use this parable in the glad tidings of course, but God continues to give His word.  It says that “The seed is the word of God”.  It does not stop.  God in His faithfulness provides His word so that we might not only be directed and fed and encouraged and refreshed, but that there might be a result for Him.  So let us have our ears attuned to what God is saying.  Let us by the Spirit hear what the Spirit says, and He says it to “the assemblies”.  That might be in a meeting of this character where believers on the Lord Jesus who seek to be faithful to Him are gathered together in a local gathering, or from a number of local gatherings.  The Spirit speaks in such an environment and we do well to hear what He says to us.

In Berea, they had readiness of mind.  You hear something and your mind processes it, speaking simply.  We need to guard our minds because sometimes we hear something that may sound right, but we need to test by the Spirit whether it is truly of God.  We need to test its source, and test its fruit.  Can you find out if it is from God, does it derive from God?  If it makes much of Christ and only Christ, it will be from God: that is the simple proof.  If it makes anything of man, be wary of it, beloved.  God would have us to have ready minds like the Bereans.  It is interesting what is said; “receiving the word with all readiness of mind”.  I do not think that meant that they were in any way gullible or careless, but they were receiving it without question.  They were careful, their minds were guarded; the Holy Spirit would help us in that.  Part of the panoply of God in Ephesians is protection for the head, the “helmet of salvation”, Eph.6:17.  Let us by continual communion with the Holy Spirit guard what thoughts come into our minds.  Then when we hear something, we are able to immediately discern whether it is good and of God, or whether it is something that is merely of man or of this world, and we can reject it.  The Bereans had readiness of mind.  There was good ground in Berea, you might say, the word came, the seed was sown and there was good ground there; “with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so”.  

A very important fruit of the Spirit is patience, longsuffering.  This was a daily matter; if you are going to bring forth fruit for God, it is going to require patience.  There is a fine article of Mr Coates which I would commend to the brethren which is entitled ‘Daily’; it is worth reading.  The Bereans were “daily searching the scriptures”.  Let us be exercised that it may not be just an occasional thing with us, but a characteristic thing to provide a receptive state of mind so that as the Holy Spirit’s word comes to us it may have a result for God and for His glory.  It is interesting that it says in verse 12, “Therefore many from among them believed”.  It was having its result.  Here is some of the fruit being borne towards God, more souls secured for God for His pleasure – eternally, yes, but what about the present time? 

Lydia had an opened heart.  It is not simply a matter of receiving something into my mind that I can then repeat, maybe something I have heard someone else saying in a meeting that is right and good and true.  If I only repeat it, I have not really received it for myself; it needs to enter into my heart, my affections.  Beloved, God would open your heart.  Lydia was a faithful person, she was marked by prayer.  The matter of patience was with her too, I believe.  She knew what it was to have the custom of prayer.  Young brothers and sisters, come to the prayer meeting: it is an excellent custom.  You will get something there.  It is not a time of teaching exactly, but you will learn.  You will hear brothers speaking who have greater experience than you have, and you will realise that there is something precious about that meeting.  It is a good custom to come to the prayer meeting.  As you hear the brethren praying with genuine affection for one another, it will have a softening effect on your heart.  You will see the genuine affection that exists in Christ’s body, members considering one for another.  Your heart would become receptive. Perhaps you hear something about the Lord Jesus and His sufferings, perhaps about His glory – it gets into your heart and that is where it is going to produce fruitfulness for God.  

So Lydia’s household was receptive.  Beloved, let us be careful about what we bring into our houses, and let us receive the things that Paul says, indeed let us receive Paul.  It is specific here, “the things spoken by Paul”.  The word of God, you might say, is always for our benefit but “the things spoken by Paul” are of particular help at the present time for our households and for our local gatherings.  Paul, especially in his epistle to the Corinthians, speaks about what is orderly and suitable for God; that is part of the fruit.  There should be what is orderly in our households.  Lydia not only listened, she attended: “whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”.  You might say that she acted upon what she heard; she said, “come into my house and abide there”.  There was a suitable place for Paul in her house, it was a receptive area, and at the end of the chapter it says that the brethren were there.  “And having gone out of the prison, they came to Lydia; and having seen the brethren …”.  

What a joy it is to see the brethren.  You might say that this was more than just a household, this was like the nucleus of a local assembly.  Think too of what there was in Philippi later.  There is what is cumulative in Christianity; there is what we have as individuals, then there are households, and there are local gatherings.  Each builds on the other.  The individuals contribute to the households, and the households contribute to the local gatherings.  Let us be receptive to what God says as to these things in order that there may be fruitfulness, not only from us individually, but from our households and in our local meetings, that there may be something for His pleasure at the present time.  I feel challenged and tested by it, but it can be so.

Then in Luke’s gospel, we read about Simeon.  He was in the temple; that in one way would suggest a gathering of the saints.  We speak of our readings of the Scriptures as ‘temple enquiry’.  Come to the week-night readings, come to the week-night readings in expectation and in patience.  Simeon had been marked by patience; he was “awaiting the consolation of Israel”.  He was a just man and pious, he was orderly, he was doing what was righteous, he was marked by piety – that is, he brought God into his circumstances.  Paul wrote to Timothy about “piety with contentment”, 1 Tim.6:6.  Simeon had piety but he was soon to have contentment too, because he received the Lord Jesus into his arms.  He said, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go”.  He said as it were, I do not need anything else, I have Christ.  Beloved, come to the place where Christ is valued, so that you might receive fresh impressions of Him.  He will satisfy you like no one and nothing else can.  

This world cannot satisfy you.  Do not think that you can go somewhere else, outside of where the Lord is owned and cherished, and find satisfaction.  It is not possible; you will only find disappointment.  Let us come to the place represented here by the temple where there are those who in simple dependence and patience are waiting on fresh impressions of the Lord Jesus.  What a full impression Simeon receives.  It is not exactly his head or his heart, it is his arms.  He now had a wholehearted appreciation of the Lord Jesus; he was holding Him in his arms.  It is like receiving an impression of Him that you can embrace, something you can value and treasure.  Simeon would never forget this moment; in fact he was willing to die then.  He had been told that “he should not see death before he should see the Lord’s Christ”.  Well, now he had seen the “Lord’s Christ”.  He did not need any more than that; what a delight it was to him.  He was content; he had piety and now he had contentment.  What a wonderful gain it is, beloved, to be in the place where God speaks, where God gives impressions of Christ that we may receive them and that they might have their effect on us in our minds and our hearts.  We can lay hold of them for ourselves and give glory to God; it says he “blessed God”.  Remember that the One who is the giver of all good, the Sower, is due a return.  He works it all out in His wonderful ways of grace, and as we delight in that, it results in something for His pleasure too.

Then in Deuteronomy, it seems as though the whole land is receptive.  It does not just say that it rains there, it says “which drinketh water of the rain of heaven”.  That is suggestive to me of an active idea; it drinks the rain.  Beloved, have you had an experience of being in what speaks of the land?  What God has given to us, the experience of eternal life at the present time amongst those who love the Lord Jesus.  It is an atmosphere that is like nothing you can find in this world, it is a place where there is receptiveness of heart, it is a place “which drinketh water of the rain of heaven”.  It realises that the source of its blessing is from heaven; it is not like Egypt.  We were hearing about the river of God last week, contrasting it to the river of Egypt.  It says of the land that it “is not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot”; it is not like that.  That is not what God’s land is like.  It is an interesting study to look at the Nile.  There is virtually no rainfall in central Egypt, and the Nile that flows through it is largely conveying rain from Ethiopia.  So, typically, there is nothing there in the land of Egypt, as typifying this world, that appreciates what comes from heaven.  This world does not value what is heavenly.  But there is a land, there is an area that does, and it is found amongst God’s people, believers in the Lord Jesus who seek to be faithful to Him.  Stay in such an area, stay in the place where there is the receptive attitude to what God gives, a place that drinks “water of the rain of heaven”.  It is a place of satisfaction, we can see how fruitful it is, and there is the thought of patience too, the whole year being mentioned; “the eyes of Jehovah thy God are constantly upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year”.  God in His faithfulness continues to give His word, constantly and faithfully and consistently, and it is for us to pay attention to it by the Spirit.  It is to affect us inwardly that there may be glory for God at the present time.

May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Colchester

8 September 2018

J.S. Speirs

 


Scripture references

Luke 8:4-8 (JND) [4] And a great crowd coming together, and those who were coming to him out of each city, he spoke by parable: [5] The sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the way, and it was trodden under foot, and the birds of the heaven devoured it up; [6] and other fell upon the rock, and having sprung up, it was dried up because it had not moisture; [7] and other fell in the midst of the thorns, and the thorns having sprung up with [it] choked it; [8] and other fell into the good ground, and having sprung up bore fruit a hundredfold. As he said these things he cried, He that has ears to hear, let him hear.

Acts 17:10-11 (JND) [10] But the brethren immediately sent away, in the night, Paul and Silas to Berea; who, being arrived, went away into the synagogue of the Jews. [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

Acts 16:14-40 (JND) [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us. [16] And it came to pass as we were going to prayer that a certain female slave, having a spirit of Python, met us, who brought much profit to her masters by prophesying. [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation. [18] And this she did many days. And Paul, being distressed, turned, and said to the spirit, I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And it came out the same hour. [19] And her masters, seeing that the hope of their gains was gone, having seized Paul and Silas, dragged [them] into the market before the magistrates; [20] and having brought them up to the praetors, said, These men utterly trouble our city, being Jews, [21] and announce customs which it is not lawful for us to receive nor practise, being Romans. [22] And the crowd rose up too against them; and the praetors, having torn off their clothes, commanded to scourge [them]. [23] And having laid many stripes upon them they cast [them] into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely; [24] who, having received such a charge, cast them into the inner prison, and secured their feet to the stocks. [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them. …

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Deuteronomy 11:10-12 (JND) [10] For the land, whither thou enterest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs; [11] but the land, whereunto ye are passing over to possess it, is a land of mountains and valleys, which drinketh water of the rain of heaven, [12] a land which Jehovah thy God careth for; the eyes of Jehovah thy God are constantly upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.

Ephesians 6:17 (JND) [17] Have also the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word;

1 Timothy 6:6 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain.



MOVEMENT IN RELATION TO THE LORD JESUS


1 Chronicles 4:9,10;  12:1-2, 8,15-18 (to ‘helps thee’),

23,24,38-40;  11:15-19

There are two thoughts brought out in these scriptures, beloved brethren.  The first one is our individual links with the Lord as typified in Jabez; something that is very much needed in our lives.  We are not to be just church goers or congregationalists; we should be persons who each have a vital and living link with the Lord Himself, as Jabez had with Jehovah.  The other scriptures bring out the importance of saints moving together and dwelling together.  Someone referred in the reading to brethren dwelling “together in unity! ... for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing”, Ps.133:1,3.  There is movement connected with these three places – Ziklag, the stronghold in the wilderness, and the position at Hebron.  They speak of how we learn to move and live with one another collectively as giving Christ His rightful place.  It is important that we learn to move, and move together, with one object, with one desire, and that is to give David, the Lord Jesus typically, His rightful place.  Then I read the closing verses about these three mighty men because we are living in broken days when the working out of the truth may come down to the twos and threes.  Nevertheless even in small conditions, the Lord is making known what He desires.  David said, “Oh that one would give me to drink …”.  We are just a few hours away from the Lord’s supper and the service of praise, and we shall gather together because He has loved us and we love Him.  We gather because we have been near to Him, we gather because we know His longings.  Divine Persons have longings and they delight to be praised and adored.  These things are very important. 

I started with Jabez; it says that he “was more honoured than his brethren; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him with pain”.  The testimony has continued through pain and suffering.  It was so in the path of the Lord Jesus; we sometimes begin the Lord’s day by singing about His pathway:

‘All along that suff’ring way’   (Hymn 30).

And it is the way in which, at the present time, the testimony prospers and goes through.  It is the suffering way which forms a living response, a vital response, because persons are in the testimony rightly.  Some of our hymns dwell on the personal side, the individual side, like Hymn 228:-

‘All through this desert dry

    My path His footsteps trace,

And He doth all my need supply

    In this sad, empty place’.

Then Hymn 51 says:-

‘O Lord, Thy love’s unbounded,

    So sweet, so full, so free;

and

‘And yet Thy love’s unchanging,

    And doth recall my heart’.

These are individual hymns in the hymn book, and the individual side of our history expressed in these hymns is very important.  Someone referred in the reading to how Daniel knelt on his knees three times a day (Dan.6:10).  He knew the needs of the testimony and he was diligent in getting to God about them.  God answers our prayers according to His will.  Sometimes He answers immediately, as happened here, while sometimes it may take a long time, but He hears them and He answers them.  And so it says, “Jabez called on the God of Israel”.  He was an individual, but he did not only have an individual outlook.  He had a collective outlook; the whole of Israel was in his mind and that is important, beloved brethren.  In our individual prayers, we may sometimes become occupied with ourselves and our circumstances, but when we think in principle of the God of Israel, we can think of the whole scope of the testimony of God.  

The second scripture refers to the tribes of Israel, and it is important to have a wide outlook in our prayers.  We need to pray.  Paul writes to the Thessalonians, “pray unceasingly”, 1 Thess.5:17.  To pray unceasingly involves that whatever we are going to do, we pray about it.  We start the day with prayer.  When you are going to work or school – start the day with prayer.  Commit your way to God and He will bless you, He will preserve you.  The power of prayer is amazing.  As we go through this scene that has rejected Christ, we move in prayer to God and we are preserved from the world of evil.  In John 17, the Lord in His intimate prayer to the Father says, “I do not demand that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them out of evil” (v.15).  How much pressure He suffered from the Jews.  His testimony was rejected by them, His words were rejected by them, and the Lord would have had that in mind in His prayer, that the disciples might be kept from the evil that abounds in the world.  

So Jabez went on to say, “Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border”.  Real individual prayers result in expansion.  You begin to think of the saints locally, then the saints universally – you enlarge your borders.  The Holy Spirit in Romans 5 is given to that end, to shed abroad God’s love in our hearts (v.5), to shed it abroad so that our outlook is broadened and our love for all the saints is deepened.  “Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!  And God brought about what he had requested”.  I read that to emphasise the importance of our individual links with God.  They are very important, day after day.  Do not miss out a day; turn to God every day.  Sometimes we may forget, or be tired by the end of the day, but at least get on our knees.  Daniel knelt on his knees three times a day, and his outlook was not limited to his circumstances, or by the circumstances in which God’s people of Israel were.  He looked towards Jerusalem; that was in principle being assembly minded.  His heart was looking towards the house of God and all that was in it for God’s pleasure.

In Chronicles, we have these three situations.  Ziklag might represent Romans, then the stronghold in the wilderness might speak of Corinthians, and finally Hebron, and the movements to make David king, which might represent Colossians.  Every movement is to make David king.  David was not yet on the throne at this time, but the movement of the people is all to that end.  David would come to the throne, and he would reign supreme.

It says that they “came to David to Ziklag”; he was the centre.  Ziklag is like the teaching of the epistle to the Romans, by which the light of God’s glad tidings comes into your heart and into your soul.  The only armour in Romans is the armour of light.  Paul writes, “let us put on the armour of light … But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not take forethought for the flesh to fulfil its lusts”, Rom.13:12,14.  The armour of light is contrasted with the darkness, and the distance that men in the world are from God.  It is an important armour to put on in the presence of darkness and of the rejection of Christ .  These are wonderful matters and they are all presented in the epistle to the Romans.  There are certain things to be put off and certain things to be put on, and it is wonderful when the light of God, the light of His glad tidings, comes into our souls.  The epistle to the Romans is foundational, and it finishes with the assembly in Rome, which is the result of the preaching.  Not only are men saved but they come into the knowledge of the truth.  It is the truth as to the knowledge of God, the truth as to His house, which the assembly is, “the pillar and base of the truth”, 1 Tim.3:15.  

In Romans, we get these great matters of redemption and reconciliation, wonderful matters that are a glorious part of the gospel.  We are justified freely by God in His grace (Rom.3:24), we are justified in a risen and glorious Man.  All our blessings are in a risen and glorious Man.  Salvation was effected at the cross, through the death and the shedding of the precious blood of Jesus.  These are the basic features of the gospel, and salvation is in none other.  We had a young brother preaching recently, and he spoke about the Lord Jesus; “Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass”, (Matt.21:5), and how He has salvation.  That is true: there is no salvation anywhere else or in anyone else but in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We need the blood for the forgiveness of our sins, and we are reconciled to God.  How are we reconciled?  We are reconciled to God through the death of His Son (Rom.5:10).  Romans makes much of the death of Christ, the pouring out of His precious blood so that we are brought into right relations with God.  Reconciliation is needed where distance had come in because of sin, but now there can be nearness; we are reconciled to God through the death of His Son, the One in whom God had great pleasure.  That was His Son, and we are reconciled.  

So as we in principle come to David to Ziklag, we are established in our souls in these precious truths that come out in Romans.  It says that these men who came to David were armed for the conflict.  It is needful to understand that the testimony will involve conflict right to the end.  Someone referred to the man in John 9.  He had conflict right from the outset.  The Jews were against him and his parents had no sympathy for him.  We have to put on the armour of light.  It says that these men were armed with bows, “using both the right hand and the left”; they were balanced persons.  Then, “and with arrows on the bow; they were of Saul’s brethren”.  In a sense, they were able to overcome despite being of Saul’s brethren.

Then the Gadites separated themselves to David in the stronghold.  That is really the point of the principle of separation; it is not just what we are separated from, but it is also Who we are separated to.  To go back to Romans again, Paul was separated to “God’s glad tidings .... concerning his Son” (Rom 1:1), and here these men were separated “to David”.  Separation is a basis of unity amongst God’s people, separation from what is evil, what is not of God.  In Corinthians, Paul writes about “the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor.1:9), and “the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death”, Phil.3:10.  There is what is excluded in the thought of fellowship, what has been set aside in the death of Christ.  And so they “separated themselves to David in the stronghold  .... mighty men of valour, men fit for the service of war, armed with shield and spear”.  The shield is needed: for us it would be the shield of faith, because we have to protect ourselves.  You can use bows and arrows, you can use the sword, but you need the shield so that you are protected as you go through this scene.  The shield is for our protection and for our help.  

It says of the Gadites, “These are they that went over Jordan in the first month, when it overflows all its banks”.  That means something for us.  The Jordan means that I go down – Naaman was not prepared to go down (2 Kings 5).  We are sometimes not prepared to obey God and His word, we do not want to go down.  But the sons of Gad went over Jordan “when it overflows all its banks, and they put to flight all them of the valleys, toward the east and toward the west”.  Beloved brethren, there will be conflict all the way, but it is because we are separated to David, to the Lord Jesus.  He is the Centre.  

Then the children of Benjamin and Judah came to the stronghold, and David went out to meet them and asked them, How do you come?  Do you come peaceably to help me?  He said that if so, his heart would “be knit unto you; but if to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers see it and rebuke it.  And the Spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains, and he said:

“   Thine are we, David,

And with thee, thou son of Jesse”.

Well, that was a fine result.  The Spirit sheds abroad in our hearts the love of God (Rom.5:5).  The Spirit came upon Amasai; the footnote says he was ‘clothed’1 with the Spirit and he was able to answer, “Thine are we, David”.  That tests all of us, it tests every believer.  What place does the Lord Jesus have in our minds and in our affections?  Do we desire to be faithful to Him in this scene?  Someone referred to Lydia; she said, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there”, Acts 16:15.  That was true faithfulness.  We have to credit one another with being faithful to the Lord in the scene of His rejection.  David tried these men; he said, “If ye come peaceably .... my heart shall be knit unto you”.   Amasai also said:

   “Peace, peace be to thee!

And peace be to thy helpers!

For thy God helps thee”.

Christianity is a system of help.  There were persons who helped David in the conflict, and now here are more: “peace be to thy helpers!”.  Have you ever found help?  The psalmist says, “God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found”, Ps 46:1.  You might have trials and we all have trials, you might have difficulties and who does not have their difficulties, but we have a God who can help us, a God to whom we can turn.  Amasai said, “For thy God helps thee”.  Have you found that God is your refuge and your help?  You cannot find the right answer yourself, but if you turn to God, He has the answers: “For thy God helps thee.  And David received them, and made them chiefs of bands”.

Then verse 23 speaks of “men equipped for military service, who came to David to Hebron, to transfer the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of Jehovah”.  They all have shields and spears, “six thousand eighth hundred, equipped for military service”.  What a scene that was.  Here was this company of persons coming “according to the word of Jehovah”.  It is fine when we move in that way, according to what God says.  The word of God is true and living, it is searching and testing, and we can depend without any doubt on the word of God.  Hebron might represent the teaching of the epistle to the Colossians.  In Colossians, it is the greatness of the Person and who the Lord Jesus is that impresses your heart.  Romans brings out the greatness of His work, the greatness of His moral character and being, for by one Man “the many will be constituted righteous” (Rom.5:19); that refers to the Lord’s moral glory.  But when in type you come to Hebron, you come to Colossians 1, where He is personally great.  The apostle rejoiced to make everything of the Lord because of His greatness.  He calls Him, “firstborn from among the dead” (v.18), and “firstborn of all creation” (v.15).  Think of the One in whom “all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell” (v.19).  How much is in this blessed Person.  He is worthy of your heart being attached to Him.  Do not attach your heart to a mere religion, to anything here that is of man; attach your heart to Christ, attach your heart to His personal greatness, and an overwhelming result will be yours.  In Colossians, there is also the need for prayer to be maintained (Col.1:9).  I did not read it, but you find a prince of Aaron “and with him were three thousand seven hundred; and Zadok, a valiant young man, and his father’s house two and twenty chief men”, 1 Chron.12:27,28.  You get persons named, but not many.  Paul mentions Epaphras, and I think he would stand in line with what we were saying in the reading; he prayed that the saints might “stand perfect and complete in all the will of God”, Col.4:12.  

So in this chapter, the momentum is growing.  First you get individuals coming to David at Ziklag – Romans speaking of the individual side of the truth – then more come to David to Hebron, and the momentum is growing.  The tribes of Israel came in verse 38, and they all came in relation to David.  It says, “All of them men of war, keeping rank in battle array, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel; and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make David king”.  Christ alone is worthy to be the object of our hearts.  We sometimes sing;

‘Be Thou the object bright and fair

   To fill and satisfy the heart’.     (Hymn 328)

Christ’s personal glories and His personal greatness can satisfy your heart.

It was a great scene here with all the tribes gathering, and their object was the same; it was to make David king over all Israel.  “And there they were with David three days, eating and drinking; for their brethren had prepared for them; and those too that were near them, as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought food on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen; provisions of meal, fig-cakes …”.  They came with all this provision of food and there was nothing lacking; there was enough, an abundance of food.  You find that, as the Lord is our Object, there is an abundance.  He says, “I am come that they might have life …”.  Have it in scarcity?  No, “have it abundantly”, John 10:10.  That is what it was here.  The men of Israel in their minds and their affections all came to David.  This scene is one of happiness, it is one of blessing; “for there was joy in Israel”.  That is what we experience when we come together in three-day meetings, in larger gatherings, as well as in our local gatherings.  There was joy in Israel because they had one object, one thing in mind.  There was food, there was life, there was joy; “for there was joy in Israel”.

The three chiefs in chapter 11 were in this situation where they heard David’s longings.  How would you hear someone’s longings?  You have to be near them to hear them.  That is Christianity.  You can be near the Lord, I can be near the Lord, and the result is that, if we are in nearness to Him, we will know His heart, we will know His mind.  John was in His bosom, leaning on His breast (John 13:23,25).  John’s affections were maintained in warmth for the Lord Jesus, and as leaning on His breast, you get all the support that you need.  Let us encourage one another: if you want support in the testimony, you can have it in Christ.  What a support He is.  Everything we need is found in Christ, in His support.  If we are seeking to do His will, if we are seeking to be here for Him, He will help us.  Like John the apostle, He will give us all the support that we need.  

So David’s longings were for refreshment.  He longed and said “Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate!  And the three broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem”.  These three men did not do any damage in answering to the Lord’s longings; they broke through, but they did not do any damage.  It is a great thing when we can break through what is natural, or anything that might hinder the flow of praise to God.  They “broke through the camp of the Philistines”.  The Philistine mind would restrict and limit what is for the Lord Jesus, but when we are moving in relation to the true David, we will be able to draw water out of the well with a view to the Lord’s satisfaction.  It says, “David however would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah”.  I like that.  It shows the Lord’s appreciation of your part in the service of God.  We do not pray in the service of God because we have no need to, but the Lord has a need for response, and as we are moved in praise and adoration, the Lord appreciates that.  The Lord appreciates your sacrifice of praise.  David did not drink of it but “he poured it out”; what unselfish love we find in the Lord Jesus.  It says, “for at the risk of their lives they brought it.  Therefore he would not drink it.  These things did the three mighty men”.  This is our privilege every first day of the week.  Every Lord’s day, it is our privilege to bring our sacrifice of praise.  At the end of Chronicles, David says, “And who is willing to offer to Jehovah this day?”, 1 Chron.29:5.  Are you willing, willing-hearted, to offer praise to the Lord?  He values it and He pours it out.  He is the minister of the holy places (Heb.8:2); He will take what we have and minister it for the pleasure of God.

These are the thoughts that I had in mind.  But we must maintain our individual links, day by day.  Ask yourself each evening – have I been on my knees today?  The needs of the testimony are great, and it requires us to be on our knees.  Let us commit ourselves to do that.  If we have not been praying, let us start to pray, let us start to commit ourselves to the Lord according to His will and for His testimony, for He appreciates that.  May it be so for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (JND) [9] And Jabez was more honoured than his brethren; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him with pain. [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (JND) [9] And Jabez was more honoured than his brethren; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him with pain. [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

1 Chronicles 12:1-18 (JND) [1] Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he kept still close because of Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men who helped him in the conflict; [2] armed with bows, using both the right hand and the left with stones and with arrows on the bow; [they were] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin: [3] the chief Ahiezer, and Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Anathothite, [4] and Jishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and over the thirty; and Jeremiah, and Jahaziel, and Johanan, and Jozabad the Gederathite. [5] Eluzai, and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haruphite; [6] Elkanah, and Jishijah, and Azareel, and Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites; [7] and Joelah, and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. [8] And of the Gadites, there separated themselves to David in the stronghold in the wilderness mighty men of valour, men fit for the service of war, armed with shield and spear; whose faces were [like] the faces of lions, and who were swift as the gazelles upon the mountains: [9] Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, [10] Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, [11] Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, [12] Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, …

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (JND) [17] pray unceasingly;

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 13:12-14 (JND) [12] The night is far spent, and the day is near; let us cast away therefore the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. [13] As in the day, let us walk becomingly; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and lasciviousness, not in strife and emulation. [14] But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not take forethought for the flesh to [fulfil its] lusts.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

Romans 3:24 (JND) [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus;

Matthew 21:5 (JND) [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Romans 5:10 (JND) [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Romans 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings,

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Philippians 3:10 (JND) [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death,

2 Kings 5 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. …

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Acts 16:15 (JND) [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us.

Psalms 46:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found.

Romans 5:19 (JND) [19] For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous.

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Colossians 1:9 (JND) [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,

1 Chronicles 12:27-28 (JND) [27] And Jehoiada the prince of Aaron, and with him were three thousand seven hundred; [28] and Zadok, a valiant young man, and his father's house two and twenty chief men.

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

John 13:23-25 (JND) [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved. [24] Simon Peter makes a sign therefore to him to ask who it might be of whom he spoke. [25] But he, leaning on the breast of Jesus, says to him, Lord, who is it?

1 Chronicles 29:5 (JND) [5] gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and for all manner of work by the hands of artificers. And who is willing to offer to Jehovah this day?

Hebrews 8:2 (JND) [2] minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched, [and] not man.
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