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“PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF JEHOVAH”

A. M. Hayward 

Psalm 116: 15; Revelation 14: 12, 13; Malachi 3: 16, 17 

I was interested, beloved brethren, in the thought of this occasion being taken account of in heaven. We feel the loss of our beloved brother. It affects a very wide area, and we might say God feels it. It is not like an ordinary death; it is the death of one of His saints. He looks down many a time on Auckland city, and other places, and He sees this one, and that one, and they are beloved of Him. They are filling up the position here of testimony to Christ and to Himself, and the death of any one is of great moment to Him—“precious”. So we can reckon we have heaven’s sympathy with us at this time. We feel the blank—there is a blank. It is not only a private, family affair, it is a matter in which the beloved saints of God as dwelling together and loving one another, cherishing everything that is for God’s glory, feel that a blank has come in. What it must have been to the blessed God as He looked down on this earth after the burial of Christ—What a blank! You might say the one green spot had departed and God looked down—how precious was that death in His sight! We might say, there is much comes from it—that is true, glory to God follows; but God feels the blank even in this death, and I do not doubt He would have us to feel the blank. He would be sympathetic with us in it and support us in it. 

“Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”. It is not a question of gift, or any special features, but holy ones, persons who are apart from the world and who are before God, just, pious, those who look to God in a scene where men 

turn away from God. How precious! How delightful to Him! And then to find one missing! I was thinking of Malachi as giving a still further reason for the preciousness. “They spoke often one to another”. In a world that does not care to speak about Christ, does not care to speak about God, there are those He looks down upon as pleasurable”—they ... spoke often one to another and Jehovah observed it and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”. I do not doubt that speaking one to another includes ministry. How often we have heard our beloved brother speaking—and heaven has listened—at a time when people do not care to speak about Christ, or to hear someone speaking about Him. Heaven would listen and a book of remembrance would be written—something special, particularly for the last days. It “was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”. 

How delightful to heaven must have been the closing character of our beloved brother’s ministry—‘the Man and the woman’. He was very full of that thought, and God is filled with that thought. It was purposed before time began—the Man and the woman were in His mind. 

The Man was introduced in the blessed Lord in incarnation; what a moment that was! I do not know whether it may not be that to which the Lord refers in saying, “for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”. He asks the Father to make provision for us so that we might see His glory which “Thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”. I have often wondered whether this is not only that He loved Him as a divine Person, though of course that was ever true, but whether it was also in view of His purpose before the foundation of the world as to His incarnation. He loved the thought of man according to His own purpose and delight and now He has Him as Man in His presence for ever. 

Then you cannot think of Him without thinking of those whom the Father gave to Him, those whom He chose in Christ, again, “before the world’s foundation”. Think of the beauty of the church, the woman, the bride. No wonder she is such a glorious vessel in the light of heaven, greater than anything else in creation, the greatest created thing ever brought about, and she will be so for ever. The Lord is not created; He is supreme; but she is a created thing and yet she is “the fulness of him who fills all in all”. Think of that! What a majestic vessel the church is! Our brother was often engaged in this thought and loved it. 

What is next said is, “and they shall be mine ... when I make up my jewels” or, “a peculiar treasure”. That is a future thought. God lays claim to every, one who magnifies Christ. “They shall be mine ... when I make up my jewels”. We are carried on to the future—“jewels”. How every one will shine in the light of that which they have appreciated of Christ. God will bring them forth in glory. There will not be an aspect lost, every feature will be brought out in brilliance in that day. The city comes down out of heaven, having the glory of God—substantially in the saints—every one a precious jewel and shining in the light that each has received from Christ. He is so wonderful and can fill and characterize every individual element of that vessel, each one different and yet all the same; all alike in relation to Himself and yet all shining in different, glorious features. Our brother will have his portion then; 

“they shall be mine”. The Lord is going to gather up His jewels and meantime He says, “I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him”. 

We may say our brother’s life is ended somewhat suddenly, to our minds, but we can depend upon it, God was sparing him. A very delicate man and yet year after year God kept him going; He spares His son that serves Him. I believe God is doing that for every one who will serve Him—He will spare such. We have to face the vicissitudes of life here, but yet there is the care of the blessed God in pity and compassion. Commiseration is the idea of sparing—taking account of the vicissitudes and yet supporting us as a son serving his father. 

Then one had in mind the passage in Revelation. It is a very beautiful touch. It reminds one of the Thessalonians. They had tender hearts. They were afraid that those who had died would miss something by having died before the Lord came. We are expecting the Lord. The desire arises strongly in our hearts, maybe, to be here when He comes. We might think one had just missed it by two years, ten years, or twenty years. The tender hearts of the Thessalonians thought those who died before were missing something, but the apostle assures them they were not. ‘The dead in Christ shall rise first’—wonderful thought!—“The dead in Christ shall rise first”. Our brother will share the pre-eminence of that; from Abel right down to that day, the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we shall be changed. Think of the magnificent array of victory over death. The dead in Christ, and those who are changed, all standing upon the earth. What a triumph for the blessed God! It may be just for a moment, but it will be here on this earth, God’s magnificent evidence of triumph over death by resurrection. In Revelation this blessedness is spoken of to the Jews just before the Lord comes to establish the millennium, but it serves us too as confirmed by Paul, comforting our hearts that those who die first, before the rapture, lose nothing. He speaks comfort to their hearts, as Paul does to ours. 

In verse 12 it says first of all, “here is the endurance of the saints”—in a most trying time just before the end. We may expect that. “Here is the endurance of the saints, who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus”. What a wonderful position to be in just at the end! The professing churches have gone far from the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Would you not like to be found amongst such as endure and keep? “Here is the endurance of the saints, who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth”. There is no loss for our beloved brother; he is the gainer. He will be among those who awake first. He will be on the earth in resurrection first; but now it is the time of patience, a time when we may regret anyone going, but “Blessed the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit ...”. As if to say, I have watched over you and developed the feelings of God in your heart, and the love of Christ; I have helped you in your service. The Spirit rejoices over our beloved brother as he has entered into rest. He has helped him through and developed features of Christ there, and the Spirit confirms the blessedness. 

“Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow them”. They will come out in their jewel character, each one in his own colour and light from the precious thoughts of Christ which they have been able to gather. I thought it might encourage us to keep these three steps in mind—the feelings of God for one gone out of the ranks, the treasure to be gathered, and the blessing upon those that rest. 

Now others need to step in to fill the ranks. I do not think that Rebecca lost any jewel by which she was adorned for Isaac by the servant; she carried all through to Isaac. I do not believe the church loses a gift—it may be redistributed in less quantity may be, but the same character should be carried through to the end; so we each need to put our backs into the matter and to be ready to take up things for the Lord and to stand in faithfulness to Him, and God will see that we are supplied with all the necessities supplied by the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit loves to adorn Rebecca and bring her right through to Isaac. 

Word at the burial of Mr. J. Collie-Smith, Auckland
17 December 1949 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

Revelation 14:12-13 (JND) [12] Here is the endurance of the saints, who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. [13] And I heard a voice out of the heaven saying, Write, Blessed the dead who die in [the] Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; for their works follow with them.

Malachi 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.



THE PRESENCE OF GOD

J. Renton 

Job 42: 1–6; Psalm 73: 13–17; Hebrews 4: 12–16; 10: 19–25 

I wish to speak of the presence of God, because it is in the presence of God that we find our true measure. We may pass muster among men, and among our brethren, but our real true measure is found in the presence of God. These scriptures will give us some idea of the results of being in the presence of God. Because of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ there is access for the believer into the immediate presence of God. We need to make use of that access, and to become accustomed to be before God, to be in His presence. Being consciously in the presence of God will have some results with us, which these scriptures show. 

Job had much to say, but the effect of being in God’s presence was that he repented. He goes on chapter after chapter; he is able to answer all his friends, and many of the things they say are right, but Job was thinking of himself, as we all do naturally. He said, “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear”—like us all; we have all heard of God, “but now mine eye seeth thee”. That means he is conscious of being in God’s presence. The result is, he has a thorough judgment of himself. Only as in the presence of God do we have a thorough judgment of ourselves. Job had a judgment of all his friends, and all his friends had a judgment of him; but he did not have a judgment of himself. It is easier to judge others, and maybe judge rightly, but more difficult to have a judgment of ourselves. 

It is possible as we are conscious of being in the presence of God, as Job said, “Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes”. That was his true measure in the presence of God. He said, “I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”. He goes on to say, “therefore have I uttered what I did not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not”. This was the result of all the questions that God asked Job in the preceding chapters. Elihu speaks and, following Elihu’s word, God speaks. We read in Hebrews 4, “the word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword”. The word of God is what exposes, exposes us to ourselves, for the most difficult person to judge is self. The word of God was living and operative as expressed by Elihu; it silenced Job. Then God came in. The word of God leads to God. “The word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”. Then it says, “And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”. The word of God leads us, if it is rightly apprehended, into the presence of God; that was Job’s experience. 

The word of God in Hebrews supposes an honest and good heart. The word of God has to go beyond our heads into our hearts. The Lord spoke in the parable of the sower of four kinds of ground; only the last kind of ground yielded fruit. 

According to Luke’s account, Luke 8, the Lord said, “The seed is the word of God” (Luke 8: 11), and the seed only develops in the good ground, and the good ground, the Lord says, is the “honest and good heart” (v.15). We need honest and good hearts to be affected by the word of God. The word of God is living and operative. The seed is living and operative as it falls into good ground. If it falls by the wayside, the birds of the heaven devour it; if it falls amidst thorns, other things choke it; if it falls on stony ground there is no depth of earth, no depth, the result is merely superficial. We can be superficial when the word of God comes, but the good ground is opened up, there has been the work of God, and soul exercise, and the seed falls in and produces fruit to perfection, the Lord says, The good ground is the honest and good heart. So, “The word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit”. It is an inward operation, “both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”. The good ground applies not only in the preaching of the gospel, but it applies to what kind of soil we have when any prophetic word of God comes to us, whether it is resultful or whether it is not. Only on the good ground will the seed produce fruit, because the word is allowed its scope inwardly to “the division of soul and spirit”, and “thoughts and intents”; it is the inward working of the word of God. 

Job experienced that “all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”. Being in the presence of God will help us to judge ourselves. What an important thing it is! We need 

to repent initially, but to be maintained as repenting sinners. There are repenting sinners and unrepenting sinners. May we be repenting sinners; not only to be those who repented some years ago, or some months ago, but continuing in this repenting attitude. Job said, “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee”. He is face to face with God. There is nothing more important for the believer than to be maintained in a self-judged attitude. With such persons Satan gets no advantage; if we are not self-judged he will get an advantage, and exploit it to the full. But, “now mine eye seeth thee—Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes”. Self-judgment is necessary to be maintained in communion. To be maintained in communion we need continually to judge ourselves in the presence of God. He will, if we allow Him, expose to us all that is working inwardly. 

In Psalm 73 the psalmist goes into the presence of God to understand. This psalmist, Asaph, had part in the singing in the service of God and he wonders, ‘Is it worthwhile being exercised? Is it worthwhile continuing in self-judgment? Is it worthwhile washing my hands and purifying my heart? People around seem quite happy, seem to prosper’. Do you ever think that way? Do you, ever get unhappy or disappointed because there are exercises among the brethren, or problems or difficulties; do you wonder if it is worthwhile continuing? That is what the psalmist says here, in principle, ‘Is it worthwhile going on with this exercise, all this labour, to keep in separation and purity of heart?’ He questions it, “Until I went into the sanctuaries of God”. In the presence of God he can see it is well worthwhile, because he understood; “Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; then understood I their end”—“then understood I”. ‘O for understanding at the present time! Where do I get understanding? I get it from the Scriptures; reading ministry; I get it in the presence of God. “Until 

I went into the sanctuaries”—to see things as God sees them. The psalmist in the sanctuary, in the presence of God, saw things as God saw them, from God’s point of view. 

In small circumstances, in limited conditions, is it worthwhile continuing, so much responsibility falling upon us? If we get into the presence of God we will get God’s view. 

God’s appreciation of persons who desire to keep themselves in purity, keep themselves in exercise, keep themselves for the pleasure of God, even in small and difficult circumstances. 

Things are difficult at the present time. There is public confusion, fragmentary conditions, few in some localities; is it worthwhile going on? If we are in the presence of God we will get God’s view of things. Think of God looking down and seeing a few in a locality seeking to preserve in the place what is suitable to Him. What a value it has in God’s sight! Where do they get that view? They get it in the presence of God—“Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; then understood I”; he understood. There is no more question of whether or not it is worthwhile going through exercises and difficulties; he has all the confirmation and understanding he needs whatever the situation may be. 

In Hebrews 4 there is the throne of grace, “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace”. It is wonderful to think that in a day like this there is the throne of grace. 

Some of us are reading Revelation; out of the throne will come lightnings and thunders, and judgment follows (Revelation 4: 5). These things are going to come from the throne very soon, when the assembly’s sojourn here is completed and the Lord takes the saints to be with Him. In the meantime it is the throne of grace. God’s present attitude is grace, and help is available from the throne of grace. The throne suggests something firmly established; nothing will overthrow the throne of grace—“Let us approach 

therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”. Some seasons are more difficult than others. We have seasons of real difficulty sometimes. What is our resort? Our resort is to the throne of grace, the presence of God, where God’s grace and God’s mercy are available. It may please God to answer our prayers in mercy and extricate us; or it may please God to sustain us in the circumstances. It says, “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy”. Mercy would extricate us, would deliver us, but then, “and find grace for seasonable help”; grace would sustain us in the circumstances. Whether it is mercy or grace needed, it is available at the throne of grace. 

Then there is the priest, “a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God … For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”. The throne of grace means that we approach God; it is God whom we approach at the throne of grace, but there is there the Priest with all His sympathy, His intercession; He ever lives to intercede. We might say there is a divine system established that nothing can shake, available to us at any moment, no matter what season it is, “for seasonable help”. We need help in some seasons more than in others; the throne of grace is always available. What a resort that is, what an encouragement for us; the throne of grace is established and nothing can shake it. The throne of grace and of divine favour is established and available; mercy and grace, whatever is needed at any moment, are available in the presence of God. 

In chapter 10 we have, “boldness for entering”, and this is into the presence of God, to contemplate. Job was in the presence of God to judge himself; Asaph in Psalm 73 was in the presence of God to understand. The throne of grace is for seasonable help in all the circumstances through which we pass, and in chapter 10 we have entering into the presence of God to contemplate, to be restful. In the holy of holies in the book of Exodus there was only one article of furniture, and that was the ark. In the holiest, who is there? Christ is there; Christ as Man. What a privilege it is to get apart from all that is around! It is available to individuals, just to sit quietly to contemplate, contemplate Jesus as a Man, to come to an appreciation of Him in measure as God appreciates Him. The Lord requests at the end of John 17, “that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them” (John 17: 26). How is that arrived at? One way is by going into the holiest and contemplating Jesus. What a blessed contemplation is the One who occupies the heart of God; the One on whom God could open the heavens and say, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 17: 5. He is now in the presence of God, highly exalted, and He is the One who is available for our contemplation. 

So it says, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness”. The boldness comes from the teaching earlier in the chapter regarding the sanctified. It says, “by which will”, that is, God’s will, “we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 

(Hebrews 10: 10); then, in verse 12, “But he, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down in perpetuity at the right hand of God”, “For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified” (verse 14). The understanding and appreciation of this will give us boldness to go into the holy of holies to contemplate. How we would grow in our knowledge of God, and in our appreciation of the Lord Jesus, by spending more time in this contemplation! It says, “the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil”; that is, the Lord as Man has gone in, “through the veil, that is, his flesh”; that—was His death for the removal of any hindrance, “and having a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water”. No doubt “sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water” is a reference to the consecration of the priests in Leviticus 8, in other words, the sanctified. 

All this gives boldness to persons who are real, who have been in the presence of God and judged themselves, who have understanding according to Psalm 73, and who have received seasonable help, who can be restful. What a wonderful privilege we have, dear brethren, to enter the holiest just to contemplate the Man Christ Jesus, and grow in affection for Him, in appreciation of Him, in measure to appreciate the Lord Jesus as the Father Himself appreciates Him, to love Him as the Father loves Him! How much is growth needed in our souls in this direction! This is how it comes about. Then the result is, “Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, for he is faithful who has promised”, and, “let us consider one another for provoking to love and good works”. This is not provoking to get the worst out of one another; it is provoking to get the best, “provoking to love and good works”. Then he says, “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”. This shows how entering the holiest is individual, because it goes on to speak about “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”. Persons who frequent the holiest, who grow in this appreciation of our Lord Jesus Christ, come together. What wonderful times they would have! They provoke each other to love and good works; then they assemble together. Let us consider one another; there is plenty of room in our localities for considering one another. 

We do consider ourselves, but the effect of taking advantage of our privilege and frequenting the holiest would be in considering one another for provoking to love and good works, and encouraging one another. It comes down to small numbers, comes down to two, “one another”. Let us encourage one another on this basis; if we are more than two there is so much the more need for this, to provoke one another to good works; to consider one another and encourage one another. 

May the Lord encourage us to see the great value of the presence of God—which is available to every one of us at any time. We value the meetings we are able to have, but let this be basic to all our activities; being consciously more and more in the presence of God, for His own glory. 

Address at Sydney, Australia
8 October 1989 

 


Scripture references

Job 42:1-6 (JND) [1] And Job answered Jehovah and said, [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine. [3] Who is he that obscureth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered what I did not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. [4] Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and inform me. [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee: [6] Wherefore I abhor [myself], and repent in dust and ashes.

Psalms 73:13-17 (JND) [13] Truly have I purified my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency: [14] For all the day have I been plagued, and chastened every morning. [15] If I said, I will speak thus, behold, I should be faithless to the generation of thy children. [16] When I thought to be able to know this, it was a grievous task in mine eyes; [17] Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; [then] understood I their end.

Hebrews 4:12-16 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do. [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 10:19-25 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water. [23] Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, (for he [is] faithful who has promised;) [24] and let us consider one another for provoking to love and good works; [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom [is] with some; but encouraging [one another], and by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near.

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Luke 8:11 (JND) [11] But the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …

Revelation 4:5 (JND) [5] And out of the throne go forth lightnings, and voices, and thunders; and seven lamps of fire, burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:26 (JND) [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Hebrews 10:10 (JND) [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Leviticus 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil, and the bullock of the sin-offering, and the two rams, and the basket of unleavened [bread]; [3] and gather all the assembly together at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …



“BEHOLD, HE IS PRAYING”

T. E. Druckenmiller 

Acts 9: 11 (last phrase); Ephesians 1: 15–23; 3: 14–19; Philippians 1: 3–5, 9–11; Colossians 1: 3, 4 

I would like to say a word, beloved brethren, about prayer. I have been thinking of the apostle Paul since the Lord’s supper on the Lord’s day when reference was made to the straitened conditions in which he was in the prison, and as the reading closed what one was impressed to speak about—rather than the straitened conditions—was the feelings of priestly grace and prayer that marked the apostle in those straitened conditions. The verse in Acts 9 came to one’s mind, “Behold, he is praying”. How early in his Christian history after his conversion Paul is marked by the feature of prayer, and it is evident from what we have read in these three prison epistles that he prayed unceasingly. Reference was made to that “unceasing prayer”, Acts 12: 5. Think of the unceasing prayer that was made when Peter was in the prison. We referred to Peter in the prison and the fact that James, one of those with whom Peter was on the holy mountain, was taken and slain. Herod took him, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews he took Peter; it was in his mind to slay Peter also. 

God’s hand is over the bodies of His people; He tries us and He test us; the circumstances of one and another are a test to us all. I believe, dear brethren, we should be more marked by prayer and by exercise of heart to get the gain of the suffering time in which we pass our sojourn here. May we be more in the presence of the Lord and in the presence of the Father and the Holy Spirit so as to gain in our souls in the sufferings which divine grace in wisdom passes us through. 

So what a moment that was when Ananias was a bit concerned as to going and speaking to Saul, but the Lord changed his feelings when He said to him, “Behold, he is praying”, showing that Paul was a different man; he was not the man that Ananias thought he was. It is wonderful to have your thoughts changed, changed so that you reflect the divine mind in what you do. That was the way with Ananias; he said, I have heard from many about this man; but the Lord said, He is an elect vessel to Me, and “Behold, he is praying”. So Paul must have been a praying man all his life from that moment on. He was led by the hand into the city. That is the first time, I suppose, that the apostle Paul was ever led by the hand. He was quite sufficient on his own, to do his own will, to go where he wanted. 

He was taught in the highest schools of the day. But he was smitten down to the ground; he saw a light above the brightness of the noonday sun that changed his life. That is what we need, dear brethren; we need our lives changed, we need to be converted, we need to come around to the divine side. And so as led by the hand, and in blindness, it changed him. Think of him three days there in the city a blind man, but he was praying. 

O, dear brethren, do you pray? Do I pray? Do we ‘pray with prayer’ like Elijah? He ‘prayed with prayer’, James tells us about it (James 5: 17). James must have known the need for prayer, and so he says, “Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain”. It meant suffering for the prophet; he had to be fed by the ravens and there, he was by the river. But what happened? There was no, rain and soon the torrent dried up and he needed sustainment. So God said, You go to that widow woman and be fed by her. 

He met her and said to her, You make me a little cake first. It seemed a bit demanding, but in the wisdom of the Lord it worked out that the meal in her barrel would not waste and the oil in the cruse would not fail. Then the son died. But think of the prayers of Elijah. He prayed that the soul of the child might come again into him. God answered the prayer. And then there was the matter of the rain. Oh the need for the rain—the grace of heaven upon the land at a time when sin was abroad. Elijah prayed with prayer and God gave rain. Think of it; he bowed his knees and he sent his servant seven times. That would show the urgency of the prayer. And the servant went time and again and came and said, “There is nothing”. The more urgent Elijah would be in his prayer. 

So, dear brethren, I believe what is needed is more urgent prayer among us as we see the needs in a city like this, the needs of the testimony. How do we think about them? how do we pray to God about them? how do we pray for the recovery of our brethren? how do we pray for the sustainment of life among our brethren, for its strengthening and preservation, and for the recovery of the work of God in some of our younger brethren? The Lord would help us to be more frequently in His presence and to pray with prayer. 

So as we go through these three prison epistles we are impressed with how Paul is thinking of the saints. We read rather extensively in Ephesians; these two sections bring out the feelings of the heart of the beloved apostle. May the Lord just help us to draw attention to one or two thoughts that might strengthen our exercises, dear brethren, to be more prayerful in our care for the testimony of the Lord. As we look at Ephesians 1, Paul says, “Wherefore I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention of you at my prayers”. Think of the beloved apostle making mention of the beloved saints at Ephesus in his prayers, “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him”. 

Are these not things we need, dear brethren? We too would like to be enlightened in the eyes of our heart so that we should know what is “the hope of his calling”, and what “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints”. These are the things that are available to us. Are we in the enjoyment of them? Are we making them our chief joy? “And what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe”. Sometimes we get looking at the things around and the tests that come in. One was away unfortunately on Thursday night, but they had a fine reading I am told on the wind, and the earthquake and the fire (1 Kings 19: 11). 

God was not in those three, and yet God was behind them. He uses them in His wisdom to secure some touch of heart, maybe to make men pray. I wonder how many prayed in Charleston as the hurricane came; I wonder how many began to pray as the recent earthquake began. Then there was the terrible fire in Texas, with those lives being lost. You walk around these places where catastrophe has struck and you think that at any moment disaster could come, but you look to the Lord to care for you. So you pray, you wait on Him and seek His mercy. Man’s great achievements are tested by God’s movements in His wisdom, using the earthquake or the wind or the fire. But then it says Jehovah was not in those but He was in the soft gentle voice. I think, dear brethren, as we pray we will hear that voice. That is the impression one has—“Hear him”. Oh, that was a word for us in the reading—“Hear him”. 

May the Lord help us to pray more, to be more dependent, to be cast upon God for everything in our lives. 

We think of the young children going to school. We feel for our young people in this time of smallness. Oh, thank God for every one there is and let us pray for their preservation, for their salvation, trusting God as to how He will work in their hearts in view of their commitment to the testimony of the Lord, in view of their taking their place in the fellowship, and in view of their committal to the Lord’s supper and taking things on in simple lowliness, as the apostle says, “being enlightened”, and that we should prove “the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength”. We would not belittle the day of small things; we feel the smallness, but we would feel it with God in view of getting the gain of the strength and the power that are available from God to go through it with Him. Think of “the might of his strength, in which he wrought in the Christ in raising him from among the dead”. What a moment of weakness it was outwardly; ‘Through weakness and defeat He won the meed and crown’. Think of the outward weakness of Christ when He yielded Himself in the will of God to go the way of suffering and death. But then God wrought in the Christ in raising Him from among the dead. What a defeat of Satan’s power in the Lord being raised from among the dead! 

“And he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies”. We were speaking about that a few weeks ago—“the right hand of the greatness on high” (Hebrews l: 3), the place of exaltation where Christ is enthroned, and in that place where He is there above ever living to intercede for saints. That is the place where He is and you can pray to Him and your prayer can ascend to heaven, as the psalmist says, as incense; “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense”, Psalm 141: 2. I can remember a brother often mentioning that psalm in the prayer meeting and it used to give a touch. When you think about it it thrills you the more and you would like to be that kind of man, or that kind of young person, or that kind of sister, whose prayers arise to God as incense, fragrant to the nostrils of heaven because you are thinking of the testimony in accord with heaven’s mind. That is what marks the apostle Paul in his prayer here. 

Then you turn over the page. He has another prayer in this epistle and that is where he bows his knees—“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named”. How wide the outlook of the beloved apostle Paul is! He can see things; he is enlightened in the eyes of his heart, I suppose because he was a praying man. He waited on God to show him the divine way, and that is the way he moved in his pathway. And here he is in the straitened conditions of a Roman prison. 

In the mercy of God he was given his own hired lodging, but there he was in bonds. In it all he shows how God is working out things and he is praying for the blessing of the saints. So he prays that the saints might be strengthened with power by His Spirit in the inner man. We know the outward man, we see the evidence of it in the frailty, the pressures, that there are upon the dear brethren, but then the apostle Paul is thinking of the inner man, being “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. I think we see the evidence of that in the countenances of the saints. The strengthening of God is expressed in the joyful countenance of those who may be frail in physical weakness, but in spirit are beyond it, in a certain measure strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man. “That the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love”—that is a beautiful touch; would that we knew it more, to be strengthened in the way of which the beloved apostle speaks. 

Now a wonderful thing, too, are the prayers of praying men and praying women. Think of your mother’s prayers, your father’s prayers; what prayers have gone up to heaven! Some, you might think, apparently unanswered, but then on the other hand you look for the divine answer. And so would we at the present time as we feel the sorrows of the testimony in a city like this. We would be with God about it and we would seek to make way for the answer to come from God to the prayers of godly men and women that have gone up to heaven and are not unnoticed there. The tears, the feelings of the saints, heaven puts them in a bottle. Think of that! That is in Psalm 56: 8. Think of tears being put in God’s bottle, God taking account of the feelings of heart that there are among His people. So Paul goes on here, “that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”. What a scope of things the beloved apostle sets before the saints, and he would be praying for this to be effective in the hearts of the dear saints at Ephesus. 

Sadly, sorrow came in. What decline!—they left their first love; such is the history of things; there has been the power of the enemy working against what is of God. May the Lord help us; may He strengthen us. I think we need more prayer and more dependence upon God so that the enemy is kept at bay, so that his power is weakened. You think of the time when Joshua was out there in the field fighting against Amalek and on the mount were Moses, Aaron and Hur (Exodus 17: 8–l6). There were times when Joshua prevailed, there were times when Amalek prevailed. It says that when Moses raised his hand Joshua prevailed. So Aaron and Hur supported his hands. What priestly grace, what power from God, and hence Amalek was defeated by Joshua because of that priestly power. I suppose it is like prayer, the feelings of Moses, great intercessor that he was. We need to acquire these feelings, dear brethren, in view, of the strengthening and the support of the testimony in view of its continuance in power. So we have these thoughts in Ephesians and Paul says, “But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen”. What a prayer!—ending in a doxology, in a response Godward. 

Then we turn to Philippians and we have these touches in this epistle. Maybe we can read them at our leisure, read through them and see a good many other references to prayer in this epistle. At the beginning Paul says, “I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, constantly in my every supplication, making the supplication for you all with joy”. Think of the beloved apostle; there he was in bonds, but he is thinking of God’s testimony universally. Oh, let us expand, dear brethren, in our thoughts and feelings and be more universal in our outlook and in prayer for all the saints. We had that in Ephesians and we get it again in Colossians. And here is Paul feeling for the dear saints in Philippi. That is the place where they put him and Silas in the prison and that is the place where at midnight they were praying and praising God and the prisoners listened to them. Then God intervened with the earthquake. What a time that was; it shook everything and the bonds of all were loosed. Oh, what a triumph! I think, dear brethren, we want to be more with God and see how He can change things and help us through the times of weakness and pressure that we go through in the physical order of things that we are in. So in verse 9 Paul says, “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent”. You see, you get another outlook, you get God’s outlook as you go into the divine presence and you begin to see things as God sees them, and that helps you to work your way through the trials of the pathway here. And then we have “being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness, which is by Jesus Christ, to God’s glory and praise”. 

Then just a further touch in Colossians. We love these epistles that bring out the feelings of the apostle, and what impressions he was able to convey to those beloved saints in these cities; it would be like a letter to the dear brethren in New York. We have those two books of letters that a beloved servant of God in this city wrote, a few letters that came to him are in those books too, giving us impressions of how the Lord was working and how the hearts and affections of those who served the saints were cared for by priestly feelings from a beloved servant of God. These prayers are the priestly feelings of the beloved apostle. So when you come to Colossians he says, “We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually when praying for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, on account of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens”. That is where our hope is, dear brethren; it is in the heavens. Soon we shall be there. The Lord is about to come and claim His own to be with Himself. Are you ready to go, or do you like it here? Maybe you have so many nice things that you would rather stay. I trust that is not so. It is a wonderful thing to anticipate that day. We are tried here, but the Lord would help us, He would strengthen us, He would give us an impression in our souls that He is with us right through to the completion of the age. How that stimulates our hearts! He is with us, but then our desire is to be with Him. That is like the word to the king of Judah, “Jehovah is with you while ye are with him”, 2 Chronicles l5: 2. May the Lord help us. I think prayer would help us to be with Him. 

We could also speak about that beloved man Epaphras in this epistle. Paul says, “Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God” (Colossians 4: 12). May we close on that note. I think that is what the Lord would do; He wants us to stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. May He strengthen us through this time of refreshing today to be more committed to Him and to be exercised to enter into matters more prayerfully, more with the Lord, so that perhaps we say less and pray more and we shall prove the answers that come from the Lord. May we prove it, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Brooklyn, N.Y.
28 October 1989
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Scripture references

Acts 9:11 (JND) [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying,

Ephesians 1:15-23 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints, [16] do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention [of you] at my prayers, [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give you [the] spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him, [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, [21] above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come; [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly, [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Ephesians 3:14-19 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Philippians 1:3-11 (JND) [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, [4] constantly in my every supplication, making the supplication for you all with joy, [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now; [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day: [7] as it is righteous for me to think this as to you all, because ye have *me* in your hearts, and that both in my bonds and in the defence and confirmation of the glad tidings ye are all participators in my grace. [8] For God is my witness how I long after you all in [the] bowels of Christ Jesus. [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day, [11] being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness, which [is] by Jesus Christ, to God's glory and praise.

Colossians 1:3-4 (JND) [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints,

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 12:5 (JND) [5] Peter therefore was kept in the prison; but unceasing prayer was made by the assembly to God concerning him.

James 5:17 (JND) [17] Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months;

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

1 Kings 19:11 (JND) [11] And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. And behold, Jehovah passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before Jehovah: Jehovah was not in the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake: Jehovah was not in the earthquake.

Psalms 141:2 (JND) [2] Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening oblation.

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Exodus 17:8 (JND) [8] And Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.
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