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DISTINGUISHING GOOD AND EVIL

J. Mitchell 

2 Samuel 14: 12–17; Hebrews 5: 13, 14 

It is in mind to say a word on distinguishing good and evil. It is important and necessary that every question is approached from a moral standpoint. Hence the need to be able to distinguish between good and evil. There is a tendency to approach matters from a natural or a superficial standpoint. The woman of whom we read in Samuel said some good things, some true things, and unspiritual persons would have been carried away by them; but it is necessary that we are able to discern, not only what is said, but the spirit of what is said; and to discern what is working and what is done so that we can really discern the moral substance of matters, and thus be preserved from the wiles of the enemy who is constantly active to draw away the saints from the truth. It is important that we are preserved in the law of truth in order that the saints are protected. It would not be a kindness to the brethren to allow what is evil amongst us in any way, or to allow wrong principles or that kind of thing. That will not be for the protection of the brethren but will expose the brethren to the wiles of the enemy. It is the responsibility of every one of us, but particularly of those who take responsibility among the saints, that they seek to preserve the saints so that the Lord Jesus is not robbed of what is for His own pleasure in them, and also preserve them in the enjoyment of the truth. 

There is much that we have together that we enjoy, happy fellowship together, the enjoyment of the truth, speaking over the truth in readings. These are enjoyable matters but the enemy is constantly active to infiltrate what will spoil and what will corrupt what the Spirit of God is pleased to minister among the saints. 

I think it is of great import that we value being in the area where the truth is known and where there is 

happy fellowship in the truth. We need to encourage the saints to value this very blessed privilege. Most of us have been brought into the truth through the faith of our parents and we are thankful to them for that because we are in the finest place that it is possible to be. I wonder if you appreciate that, that you are where the truth is known and practised. You might say there are other companies where the truth is known, but I say this, as being convicted of it, that you are in the finest place that it is possible to be. Now, if that is so, and I have no doubt that it is so, there is a great need to protect it, to care for it, and to ensure that what there is amongst us is preserved at a right level; so that any inroad, any attack of the enemy may be thwarted and that what we have may not be spoiled. Not only would it be spoiled for Christ but it would be spoiled for ourselves. If the enemy is allowed scope amongst us the very things that we enjoy together would be lost. It is important therefore that we are not superficial but sober about these matters and really care. Paul could say about Timothy that he had “no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”, Philippians 2: 20. That meant that Timothy was protective of the saints. This exercise of discerning between good and evil, which I am seeking to bring forward, would be for the protection of the saints. It is imperative that it is taken up by us in a sober way in view of that protection going on. 

The section of scripture read in 2 Samuel is most exercising. David does not exactly shine, indeed this was probably the lowest point in David’s spiritual history. It is a very sobering consideration, that one who was so active, one who had such affection for God and cared for divine things, an outstanding man in that way, yet for this period in his life he was defective. 

It comes home to every one of us to take heed to it, to be assured that we are not swamped by the wiles of the enemy. It requires constant self-judgment and that is needed amongst us day by day so that we are preserved and that “the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal 

flesh”, 2 Corinthians 4: 11. The natural side and particularly the natural will, the will of man will always lead us astray. That therefore requires thorough and constant judgment by us in order that we might be preserved in what is right. So David does not exactly shine in this portion of scripture, and Joab gets scope because of that. Joab, as we know, was not a spiritual man, he was a very active and prominent man. It does not necessarily mean that because persons are active or prominent that they are spiritual. That is another sobering matter. Joab was an active man, and he even did some good, but he was not a spiritual man. 

He was a man who had himself before him. He was a schemer. He did not reason from a moral point of view at all. That is the point I wish to emphasise at this time, the need of moral reasoning in every matter that comes up. 

But Joab had himself and his own aggrandisement before him. Let us judge that element in ourselves, if in any sense it seeks to assert itself, because it will do untold damage among the people of God. It will wreak havoc among the saints, and Joab is that character of man. He discerns that David has a leaning towards what is natural, a leaning towards Absalom, and Joab would exploit that. It is sad to see that David’s heart was really towards Absalom. He did not have the same feelings regarding the death of Amnon as he did for Absalom, a sobering consideration, and therefore what is righteous in the way of judgment is set aside. It was right that Absalom should have been banished. There is no place among the people of God for a man who was prepared to take the life of another for whatever reason. But Joab saw that David had a leaning towards him—that was David’s fault—and it gave the enemy tremendous scope. Through being brought back Absalom is in a position where he can work his wicked schemes, with the result that David is driven from his throne and from Jerusalem, with all the sorrow that is occasioned by that, all because of the natural feeling he had towards Absalom warping his judgment. You might think matters 

are small and insignificant but if it gives the enemy the slightest scope it will wreak havoc among the saints. 

What a sorrowful time it was when Absalom was in the ascendancy! It was a very humbling experience but David rises to what he is spiritually—thank God for that. There was one thing about David, he was always quick to recover himself. You are thankful for that element among the saints, but at this moment he is weak and he is governed by natural feelings. Joab seizes upon that and he puts the words in this woman’s mouth. She is called a wise woman—

that is what she may appear but the point I am seeking to make, beloved brethren, is not a question of what appears but to approach matters from a moral point of view and see what the real matter is, what the thing is in the sight of God, what the thing is in the light of what is right, what is good and what is evil. That is the way to judge matters. Judge every matter according to that standard. What is it in the light of the truth? How does the scripture bear on it? How do the principles bear on the matter? That is how we should judge things and get a right judgment. 

So it tells us here how Joab worked on this woman and he sent her to David. Joab knew that there was that in David that the enemy could touch, that there was an inlet there. David was giving way to his natural feelings at that time in mourning over Absalom, instead of recognising that it was right that he should have been banished. So she comes to David and appeals to him saying, “For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground”. In so far as it went that was a right thing to say, but the motive was to appeal to the weak point in David. If there is a weak point with us we may be swayed by what is presented. What is said may appear to be perfectly right and sound. It is perfectly true that we are “as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again”. That is the way in which we seek to judge ourselves, but it is not the full truth because it does not go on to the truth of resurrection. That is 

where the matter fails, it does not go on. Water spilt on the ground cannot be gathered up, but God is not working on that principle. He is working on the principle of life out of death. The natural man will never appreciate life out of death, the reason being that he will never really accept death to himself. Then she says, “God has not taken away his life, but devises means that the banished one be not expelled from him”. Now that also is perfectly true—God has devised means that the banished one be not expelled from Him, but this is on a moral basis. 

The woman missed out repentance. There must be a moral basis for the banished one being restored. There is no basis other than repentance. Bringing back an offender on any other basis will cause trouble among the saints as sure as can be. We must examine matters from a moral point of view. That is safe for the brethren. 

Then she goes on to say of David, “as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad; and Jehovah thy God will be with thee”. Well that was flattery because at that time David was not able to discern between good and bad. Let us exercise our souls to have such discernment. We learn to discern between good and bad as we test it in ourselves. That is the way to arrive at it. It is the truth of Romans 7. You test the thing out in yourself, you examine yourself. It is in the experience described in Romans 7 that we begin to learn priesthood. 

Priests are formed on the basis of Romans 7 when you examine things in yourself and you are able to name things rightly, to name the good good and the bad bad. The writer says there, “I myself with the mind serve God’s law”—you can label that good, but he says, “with the flesh sin’s law”—that is bad. You are able to discern these things in yourself, and if you are able to discern them in yourself and judge yourself, you will be able to discern them in others. There is a great need of that, as matters come up among the saints, to be able to discern what is working, to see how matters stand from a moral point of view, and to be able to deal with matters 

accordingly. So that is what she says to David but it is flattery because David was not able to discern good and bad at that time. He had allowed his natural inclinations to dominate his judgment. What sorrow it caused! 

Absalom was against David—that is true—against his own father. You can hardly credit that, but it goes deeper than that. The whole point of the enemy’s thrust was against Solomon. 

Solomon was the divine choice, God had said that. He had named him Jedidiah for Jehovah’s sake, the spiritual line was going to go through in Solomon, and Absalom was usurping that. 

That was the point of the enemy, the rising up of Absalom was to set aside Solomon. Later on, there are others who failed in the same way, and even Joab failed in that crisis. It is interesting and sobering that God will always bring things to light according to His judgment. 

Joab may last for a little while, he may succeed in certain matters, but eventually there comes an issue where Joab fails, and that issue was Solomon. Let us be in no doubt, beloved, that what the enemy is at is what is due to Christ. That is what he is always against. He is against the saints, of course, but he is really against Christ. He is against the place that Christ has in the affections of the saints. Let us see things from that standpoint—it puts a totally different colour on matters. You might think that something is not very much, but let us see that what the enemy is against is Christ, and the place that Christ has amongst the saints. They belong to Him, they are His. He has given His precious life for them and therefore He is entitled to them. 

I read the passage in Hebrews because it deals with this very thing. There it says, “For every one that partakes of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe”—

unskilled in the word of righteousness. Well, beloved, let us be concerned to be skilled in the word of righteousness. How do we get skilled in the word of righteousness? It says, “solid food belongs to full-grown men”. Now I think if there is any need at the 

present time it is of full-grown men. Full-grown men are produced through solid food. Now what is the solid food? We have been taught that solid food is Christ in the way in which He is presented in the four gospels. Think of that character of manhood that was seen in Jesus. 

He was never deceived. You cannot think that He possibly could have been. There was no one who could see through things like the Lord. He had that discernment, speaking reverently, a discernment that viewed everything from a divine standpoint. 

I think as feeding on the Christ of the gospels we will feed on solid food and develop into full-grown men. It says, “who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil”. On account of habit, that is an exercising thing. That is not only today but all the time. Every matter that comes up is considered from a moral point of view. What is it that is working here? What does this really mean? What is it in the sight of God? How does it bear in relation to the truth? How does it bear in relation to the Scriptures? 

That is how matters should be viewed and that is how full-grown men would view them. 

There is a need at any time, and certainly at the present time, for full-grown men; men who, like Timothy, can care with genuine feeling how the saints get on. That is the exercise I had, beloved, in bringing forward these scriptures, that we might be among those who in some measure care with genuine feeling how the saints get on. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Cumnock
15 April 2000 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 14:12-17 (JND) [12] And the woman said, Let thy bondmaid, I pray thee, speak a word to my lord the king. And he said, Speak. [13] And the woman said, Why then hast thou thought such a thing against God's people? and the king in saying this thing, is as one guilty, in that the king does not bring back his banished one. [14] For we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; and God has not taken away his life, but devises means that the banished one be not expelled from him. [15] And now that I am come to speak of this thing to my lord the king, it is because the people have made me afraid; and thy bondmaid said, I will now speak to the king; perhaps the king will perform the request of his handmaid. [16] For the king will hear, to deliver his handmaid out of the hand of the man that would destroy me and my son together out of the inheritance of God. [17] And thy bondmaid said, Let the word of my lord the king now be comfortable; for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad; and Jehovah thy God will be with thee.

Hebrews 5:13-14 (JND) [13] For every one that partakes of milk [is] unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe; [14] but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil.

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.

2 Corinthians 4:11 (JND) [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh;

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …



THE KINGDOM OF GOD

W. Finger 

Romans 14: 17, 18; 1 Corinthians 4: 20; Matthew 6: 9–11 

If the Lord grants help, it is intended, beloved brethren, to say a few words about the kingdom of God. It is a great subject and I am not the one who can tell you much about it, only a few impressions. We, as belonging to the assembly, speak much of the assembly and rightly so. Many years ago someone said, We make too much of the assembly; and the answer was, If we make much of the assembly, we make much of Christ. But we have to remember that God has not only the assembly, He has also a house and a city and a kingdom. 

Everything God has is of great importance, so I thought it might be good to say a few words about the kingdom. I think this was before God right from the beginning for He had in mind to establish rule both in the heavens and upon the earth. In spite of the incoming of sin God still followed up His thoughts and is doing so until this day. He put men under responsibility that they should rule over the earth and make it subject to them to form a platform on which God could work, finally to introduce the gospel and to spread it over the whole world. 

After the flood, men tried to build a tower which would keep them together; but God came down and saw what men did and He confused their language and scattered them over the face of the whole earth so that they became different nations and spoke in different languages. 

This was all, I think, in view of the gospel being spread one day throughout the whole world, but this took some time until after Christ came in. First of all, God was looking for a kingdom in connection with Israel. To have a kingdom where rule can be established you have to have a king and you have to have a nation. Israel became a nation in Egypt and they were delivered from it, from the place of bondage. God brought them 

into the promised land of Canaan and they inherited what God had given to them. Many difficulties arose and it took a long time until God could establish His kingdom under the reign of David and Solomon. Firstly there was Saul who was what the people desired. God was displeased with that choice because He wanted to be their king, but they wanted to have a king like all the nations around them. So God gave them Saul and they had to go through a period of suffering until he was removed and David’s kingdom was established. It is interesting to see that each kingdom lasted for forty years, Saul’s kingdom, David’s kingdom and Solomon’s kingdom (Acts 13: 21; 1 Kings 2: 11; 11: 42). The climax was reached in Solomon’s time when he built the temple; Israel was strong, there was peace and the service of God was going on. But Solomon failed and the kingdom was divided after a period of only one hundred and twenty years. 

Whilst different kings arose in Judah and in Israel, there were prophets by whom God intervened. The state in both kingdoms deteriorated so that after a period of approximately four hundred years they were carried away into Babylon in captivity and the kingdoms ceased to be. Then the times of the nations began with Nebuchadnezzar, the first emperor of the first empire of the nations. The times of the nations have not yet finished, they are still continuing. 

God granted to the Jews recovery and some of them, under Ezra and Zerubbabel and Nehemiah returned to their country and rebuilt the wall and the temple and there was a remarkable revival. But it was not for long and the biblical report about the history of Israel finishes and the prophetic voice is silent. The history continued for another period of four hundred years until Christ came. I think God used their being in the land so that the platform was provided for the incoming of Christ. The kingdom had already long departed from them and they were under the yoke of the Romans, but still they were in the land, and the temple was there when the Lord Jesus came in. 

The writer of the gospel according to Matthew presents to us the King, he gives us more about the kingdom than any other gospel writer. Right at the beginning the question arises, 

“Where is the king of the Jews that has been born?” Matthew 2: 2. Israel did not expect Him and in the end they rejected Him, but firstly John the baptist came and preached the kingdom of God to them, and the Lord Jesus did the same when He began His public ministry. He preached the gospel of the kingdom. He sent out His disciples to do the same and there was power in what they preached. They experienced the power of the kingdom of God. As Paul says to the Corinthians, “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power”, 1 Corinthians 4: 20. I think we should pay much attention to the kingdom because it is God’s sphere where He is in control and where He wants us to be subject to Him. The Lord says, “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”, Matthew 6: 33. I think if we paid more attention to this we would have more blessing. Very often we find in our lives that many different things are so important, but how much do we care for the kingdom of God? 

The Lord Jesus was the first Representative of that kingdom. He could say when He was here that the kingdom of God had come nigh to them. He was not only the King but He was the Preacher of it and He was the Representative of it; every feature of the kingdom of God could be seen in Him. But what did they do in the end? They did not believe and they rejected Him, and the worst thing they could ever do was that they killed their King. Above His cross there was an inscription written, “Jesus the Nazaraean, the King of the Jews”, John 19: 19. Before that they said, “We will not that this man should reign over us” (Luke 19: 14), “Crucify, crucify him”, Luke 23: 21. Any way for the kingdom being restored to Israel was forfeited when they rejected the king. The Lord had warned them saying that the kingdom of God would be taken away from them and given to another nation producing the fruits of it (Matthew 21: 43). This finally happened, their city was destroyed and they were scattered as it is more or less until this day. But God did not give up the thought of the kingdom. He established it on another basis. 

Now we enter into the kingdom by way of new birth. First we need to see the kingdom and then we must enter into it. This was the great question which came up when Nicodemus came to the Lord, and He said to him, “It is needful that ye should be born anew”. This was not only necessary for those from among the nations but it was necessary for those of Israel too. 

He says, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”, John 3: 5. So it is a spiritual thing, it is for persons who are born anew who enter into the kingdom. First of all you see it, maybe, in the preaching of the gospel and then you begin to believe in Jesus. God works in His mysterious way making you to see the kingdom and to enter into it. This is really a great thing and a great privilege. So it is very important, first of all to be in the kingdom. The kingdom and the assembly are not the same, but I think everyone who is in the assembly has come by way of the kingdom. We have to subject ourselves to God and we have to obey Him. We have to believe and then we understand what the kingdom is and we are brought into the assembly. 

Matthew speaks very much of the kingdom of the heavens and why is this? Is the kingdom in heaven or is it down here on earth? It is actually down here on earth but the King of it is in heaven, because He was cast out and rejected. They cast Him out of their vineyard and killed Him. They did not want to have to do with Him, so it is now the kingdom of the heavens. I cannot enter into all the details connected with it, I would only direct our attention to Matthew 13 where we have certain parables about the kingdom of the heavens. There is the parable of the wheat and the darnel, and the question is. What can we do? The bondmen said, “Wilt thou then that we should go and gather it up?” (Matthew 13: 28), that means the darnel. But He said, “No; lest in gathering the darnel ye should root up the wheat with it”. The servants are right but there are various persons professedly in the kingdom of the heavens, some are real, some are not. It is not that God intended it to be like this but it is what the enemy did, and it is what exists publicly. When men slept the enemy came and sowed darnel amongst the wheat and went away. That means when Christianity began people were in some ways careless. It was already so in the time of the apostles, and in spite of the presence of the bondmen this happened. The bondmen thought they could put an end to it, but the Lord said, No, let it grow until the time of the harvest, and this is the situation which we have to face today. If we look around in Christendom we see many things that are upsetting and we think. What can we do about it? 

But the Lord says, “Suffer both to grow together unto the harvest”. Let us not apply it to the assembly; there we would have to exercise discipline if we are called to do so, but not in the kingdom of the heavens. As I said, this is not what God intended that it should be, but it has become like this. The kingdom of the heavens in its present state is what men have made out of it. I do not think it is what we call the kingdom of God. In the kingdom of God there are only persons who are born anew, who are governed by principles, and have the power of the Holy Spirit, so that God can be served and His rights can be observed. But in the kingdom of the heavens you find all sorts of persons who are there professedly. In the end God will not forget the kingdom of the heavens. He will come in the day of judgment and will clear things. 

We have to wait for this, we cannot deal with it before the time, but we can be in the kingdom of God as persons who are born anew, and who enjoy what God has for those who are called to life eternal. 

It is remarkable that there is something said about the kingdom of God in this epistle to the Romans. There were believers at Rome where the seat of the Roman emperor was. This is the last of the four universal empires of the nations and it still exists. It will have its climax in the hands of the antichrist and it will be something very awful, but the Lord Jesus will keep us out of the hour of trial which is coming upon the whole habitable world. We may not see the worst of it but we live in days when things begin to take shape in this way. There were these brethren in Rome and Paul had beautiful instructions for them. In Romans 13 he admonishes them to obey the authorities, “Let every soul be subject to the authorities that are above him. 

For there is no authority except from God” (Romans 13: 1). This might sometimes be difficult to understand that there is no authority except from God, because we know that some authorities do not respect human rights, they oppress their nations and commit violence and cruelty, but this is not what God intended. God intended that this commission should be respected by men in a responsible way, but we see that there is confusion even in these Western countries. It will soon, I think, take another character, but still as long as the assembly is here and the Spirit is here, we must say that generally authorities are from God. 

He has put them into this position, and besides this there is something more beautiful, and that is the kingdom of God to which we belong. 

If there is anyone here who has not yet entered into the kingdom of God, I would commend to you to enter into the kingdom of God and then you are safe. You will not fall into the hands of the antichrist who will soon arise. Now what is the kingdom of God? The saints in Rome had some difficulties. They had doubts how to keep days, and what to eat and what not to eat, and there were some who were weak in faith, others were strong. So Paul has to say something as to these questions and the cardinal point is that “the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and 

peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”. I hope we all enjoy this, righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. It is by the work of the Spirit that we are born anew and these things subsist in the Holy Spirit in the kingdom of God. How sad it would be if there would be unrighteousness or if there would be no peace or if there would be no joy in the Holy Spirit. 

That would show that we have deficiencies in view of the practical application of what the kingdom of God is. And so, beloved brethren, I would like to encourage all of us to be more in this for I think this is pleasurable to God. 

Then at Corinth there were other difficulties, more serious. They had all kinds of persons with different thoughts; some even doubted the authority of the apostles, and some moved as if they were kings, as if they were ruling before the time. Paul is rebuking them and is presenting to them what the truth is saying, “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power”. So the question is, What are words good for if we have no power? We see that it is so in Christendom, there may be words, even spoken by unbelievers, for example, in church offices or institutions, but where is the power? This is the challenge to us whether we have power. “Righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” and power connected with the kingdom of God are means to resist the evil and to promote what is good. I think the kingdom of God in Romans was not to disregard the weak in faith but rather to strengthen them. In any kingdom of men you will find that the strong go on regardless of the weak, and the weak are pushed to the wall; but that is not so in the kingdom of God. God has mercy upon the weak, whatever it is, if it is not sin or self-will. If it is just weakness such people are safe in the kingdom of God, which is strong to hold its hands over those who have been born anew and believe in Jesus. That is the present application of the true kingdom of God. I have said only a few words about it, but I am sure there is much more in it. I think it will help us on to the assembly, for kingdom men are surely 

good assembly men. 

The assembly has another destination as the kingdom has also. The assembly will be translated, it is a heavenly vessel, the nearest family to Christ. The kingdom of God will continue and will be fully displayed in the millennium and in the eternal day. I use the word millennium and people think of the third thousand years, but they have no idea of the millennium of God. But we should be in expectation of it for that should be our conversation. 

Does not the writer to the Hebrews say, “the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak”, Hebrews 2: 5? It was the conversation of the apostles, they spoke about the world to come and they enjoyed the elements of it. We have the elements of the world to come in the assembly, but we shall not have the millennium on earth, because we belong to a heavenly vessel. However we wait for it and we desire it for mankind and for the earth that it may come. Poor people who speak of the millennium and do not know what is ahead of them, they are not connecting with it the thought of the kingdom of God. Not only this, the kingdom of God will even have its eternal form, for even when the millennium has passed, there will be a new heaven and a new earth, and the sea will exist no more. It says, “then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all”, 1 Corinthians 15: 28. What a time that will be, “God ... all in all”. It is not Israel or the nations, it is God and men. He will dwell with them and “all in all” I think means God is everything and in everybody. He will dwell with men, “And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more”, Revelation 21: 4. That day is already in our hearts, beloved, and the God who will perform all these things is our God. May He bless the word, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Grangemouth
15 May 1999 

 


Scripture references

Romans 14:17-18 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit. [18] For he that in this serves the Christ [is] acceptable to God and approved of men.

1 Corinthians 4:20 (JND) [20] For the kingdom of God [is] not in word, but in power.

Matthew 6:9-11 (JND) [9] Thus therefore pray *ye*: Our Father who art in the heavens, let thy name be sanctified, [10] let thy kingdom come, let thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth; [11] give us to-day our needed bread,

Acts 13:21 (JND) [21] And then they asked for a king, and God gave to them Saul, son of Kis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, during forty years.

1 Kings 2:11 (JND) [11] And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: he reigned seven years in Hebron, and he reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem.

1 Kings 11:42 (JND) [42] And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.

Matthew 2:2 (JND) [2] Where is the king of the Jews that has been born? for we have seen his star in the east, and have come to do him homage.

1 Corinthians 4:20 (JND) [20] For the kingdom of God [is] not in word, but in power.

Matthew 6:33 (JND) [33] But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.

John 19:19 (JND) [19] And Pilate wrote a title also and put it on the cross. But there was written: Jesus the Nazaraean, the King of the Jews.

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

Luke 23:21 (JND) [21] But they cried out in reply saying, Crucify, crucify him.

Matthew 21:43 (JND) [43] Therefore I say to you, that the kingdom of God shall be taken from you and shall be given to a nation producing the fruits of it.

John 3:5 (JND) [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Matthew 13:28 (JND) [28] And he said to them, A man [that is] an enemy has done this. And the bondmen said to him, Wilt thou then that we should go and gather it [up]?

Romans 13 (JND) [1] Let every soul be subject to the authorities that are above [him]. For there is no authority except from God; and those that exist are set up by God. [2] So that he that sets himself in opposition to the authority resists the ordinance of God; and they who [thus] resist shall bring sentence of guilt on themselves. [3] For rulers are not a terror to a good work, but to an evil [one]. Dost thou desire then not to be afraid of the authority? practise [what is] good, and thou shalt have praise from it; …

Romans 13:1 (JND) [1] Let every soul be subject to the authorities that are above [him]. For there is no authority except from God; and those that exist are set up by God.

Hebrews 2:5 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak;

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

Revelation 21:4 (JND) [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.



THE FAVOUR OF GOD

J. T. Brown (Grangemouth) 

Psalm 30: 5; Romans 6: 23; Luke 23: 39–43; Deuteronomy 33: 23; Ephesians 1: 6, 7 

I desire to say a brief word about the favour of God. I think today we have experienced what it is to be in the divine favour. We sang in our hymn, 

‘The favour of God’s house 

Stands open now to thee’ (Hymn 59) 

What God has in mind through the glad tidings is that we should come into His full favour. 

That is what God has in mind for all men. He has no desire that men should remain at a distance from Him. His earnest desire is that men should come to know the nearness of divine love. How precious that is. Not only do we say in the glad tidings that that is what God has in mind for all men, but we must be very personal and say that is what God has in mind for you. 

No matter how young or how old you are, God has in mind to bring you into the greatness of divine favour. What do you think of God? I often challenge myself with that question. What do I think of God? There are many persons in this world who only think of God when disaster strikes in their lives or in their circumstances, and often that is to blame God, or to wonder why He allowed it. But O, I desire to tell you that God’s heart towards you is one of love and He desires to bring you into the blessedness of His favour. 

Peter tells us that “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter 3: 18. Christ has died in order that we may know the joy of forgiveness of sins. If there is anyone in this room who is not living in the enjoyment of the forgiveness of sins I commend to you the glorious work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ has once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust. It speaks to our hearts of 

the perfection of Jesus, it speaks to our hearts of the absolute purity and sinlessness of Jesus who did no sin, who could not sin. The very thought of sin was abhorrent to the blessed Lord Jesus Christ. He was spotless, pure, and perfect, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Hebrews 7: 26. He wants to be your Saviour, and He died in order that the saving power of divine grace might be known in your soul. But that was not all that was in His mind. 

He suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust to bring us to God. That is in order that we might come into the favour of God and know the blessedness of a living vital relationship with God through Christ where He is in that position of glory. In Psalm 30 it says, “For a moment is passed in his anger, a life in his favour”. Jesus lives currently in the wondrous favour of God. 

He is living, seated and crowned at the Father’s right hand in glory. He has sat down in complacency on the Father’s throne. Now the Father’s grace and love are being made available to you by Christ from where He sits on that throne of grace. 

Christ will live eternally in the favour of God. What a wonderful place He occupies at the present time, but it says also, “a moment is passed in his anger”. There was a time when Jesus experienced the wrath of a holy God against sin. He suffered at the hands of men; it is wonderful to contemplate the way that Jesus was prepared to go, when His body was in the hands of men who hated Him without a cause. There was no reason for man’s hatred of Jesus, apart from the fact that man is a sinner. That is you and me as away from Christ, beloved friend. Men hated Him. His body was devoted to the will of God, as we sometimes sing, 

‘Holy vessel of God’s pleasure 

In His service day by day; 

Nothing but His will Thy measure 

All along that suff’ring way’ (Hymn 30) 

What a suffering way Jesus took but He was prepared for that. He committed Himself unreservedly to the will of His God and Father, knowing full well that the end would be suffering and death. Not only did He suffer at the hands of men, but He suffered at the hands of a holy, sin-hating God. He suffered the wrath of God. He cried on the cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Psalm 22: 1. In one sense that question has gone unanswered. I believe, beloved friend, it is our responsibility to answer that question in the secret of our souls. “My God”, He cried, and there was no answer, and again, “my God”, and there was no answer. Why was there no answer? Because at that time Christ was being made sin; the One who knew not sin was made sin for us. That awful thing, sin, so hateful to His heart, and so hateful to the heart of God, and from which His holy soul recoiled, He was made on our account. He endured the wrath of a holy God. He suffered the anger of God in order that we might go free. Christ, through His finished work and through the shedding of His blood, “is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. 

If you put your, trust in Jesus, you can say that Jesus bore my sins in His body on the tree. 

You can come to an appreciation that Christ has taken the place that was rightfully yours in order that you may go free. Thanks be to God His work was completed. He has died and gone into the grave but He has burst the bands of death; He could not be held by the power of death. The power of death had to give way to Jesus. He has gone into death and broken its power. He “has annulled death, and has brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings”, 2 Timothy 1: 10. He has gone through death that “he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; and might set free all those who through fear of death, through the whole of their life were subject to bondage”, Hebrews 2: 14. Death is the penalty for sin, but Jesus has gone into death and annulled it. He has broken its power in order that we may go free. I think Jesus annulled death by going into it. You may remember at the beginning of Joshua, it was when the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped into the bed of the Jordan that the Jordan had to flee (see Joshua 3: 15). I believe Jesus annulled death by going into it. Death had to flee from Jesus. “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Psalm 114: 5. The Jordan has had to turn back on account of the One who has entered into the domain of death. Jesus has gone that way for you, but now He is living in the favour of God. He now lives a Man in heaven, seated and crowned at the Father’s right hand in glory just waiting to dispense blessing to men. How wonderful it is to realise that our salvation and all our blessings are secure in a blessed Man who is in glory. Does that not touch a chord in your heart that Jesus has entered into glory and there He is waiting to dispense blessing to needy souls such as you and me. 

We have read of persons who came into the good and gain of salvation. We are told in Romans 6 that “the wages of sin is death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. I would like to take this scripture and the scripture in Luke 23 together because I think those two men who were crucified there beside the Lord Jesus were suffering on account of their sinnership, on account of their responsible pathways; they were suffering the penalty of death that lay upon them. Because of sin coming into the world through Adam the penalty of death lies upon the whole human race. Every one of us is a sinner before God and so the penalty of death lies upon us. But there was one man here in whom there was a change. The scripture says, “Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying. Art not thou the Christ? Save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment?” What comes to light is a work of God in this man’s soul, the work of repentance was operating. The way to salvation, the way to the fulness of God’s blessing is to come by way of repentance, to own our place as a sinner before a holy sin-hating God. This man said, “Dost thou too not fear God?” The fear of God had entered into his soul. Now I trust that the fear of God may have a prominent place in the hearts and souls of each one of us. He says, “thou that art under the same judgment”; the penalty of death lay upon them. “We indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”. 

Here was a Man who was distinct, a Man who was unique, and the malefactor came to a recognition of the perfection there was in the glorious Saviour in whose presence he was, and he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. And Jesus said to him, “Verily I say to thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. How blessed that he came into the enjoyment of the act of favour of God. The act of favour of God is eternal life. 

You may say, he died. Yes, he died but his soul went into paradise. It has been said that at this time this man was as ready to go into paradise as Christ was. God can do that through the glad tidings. He can do that righteously through the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. I suppose this man went into paradise as justified. “Jesus our Lord, who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. That is, that God can regard us as being as free from sin as Christ is. He can do that righteously on account of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The work of Christ is efficacious and can bring us into the most wonderful blessings. In the beginning of Genesis, as a result of Adam’s disobedience the way to the tree of life was guarded by the cherubim with the flashing sword and man was driven out of the earthly paradise (Genesis 3: 24). As a result of the finished work of Jesus you can know the joy of what it is to come in to the paradise of God and find that the tree of life is there. That is, you can enjoy eternal life, you can enjoy conditions of life in a relationship with the blessed Man who is in glory. God has superlative things in mind for men. He has superlative things in mind for each one of us to come 

into and enjoy. Beloved, put your trust and faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ and know the blessedness of what it is to be justified— 

‘Now I can say I am pardoned, 

Happy and justified, free’ (Hymn 122) 

I would like to take Deuteronomy 33 and Ephesians 1 together. These are the words of Moses, words of blessing in Deuteronomy 33, “And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death” (Deuteronomy 33: 1). It says of Naphtali, “satisfied with favour, And full of the blessing of Jehovah”. He was just about to take possession of his inheritance, to come into the enjoyment of it, and it says of him, “satisfied with favour”. God desires that we should be satisfied with the favour that He would delight to confer upon us and bring us into at the present time. What He has in mind for such is His best, “Possess thou the west and the south”. He wants you to live the rest of your life in the favour of God. We know not how much longer we have left but He wants us to be enjoying the favour of His house. So in Ephesians 1 Paul, speaking, I believe, not so much as an apostle, but rather as a Christian living in the full enjoyment of his heavenly and eternal inheritance says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”. Like Naphtali, who was satisfied with favour and full of the blessing of Jehovah, Paul’s heart was going out in responsive praise to the heart of the blessed God. That is God’s end in the glad tidings. 

Then he says, “he has taken us into favour in the Beloved”. Our blessings are secured in that One blessed and glorious Man. There are no blessings outside of Christ; they are secure in the Beloved. The Beloved would give us some sense of what Christ is to the heart of the blessed God. I think that is the true Jedidiah. When Solomon was born it says, “Jehovah loved him. 

And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah’s sake”, 2 Samuel 12: 25. Jedidiah means ‘beloved of Jehovah’. The glad tidings are for God, that there may be a response from our hearts for the satisfaction of the heart of the blessed God. We often say the glad tidings proceed from God, they come from the throne of God. The rights of God have been maintained on account of the fact that Christ has gone to the cross and has suffered and has died. Christ’s work has been completed so God has now a basis to come out in blessing to mankind. But not only do the glad tidings proceed from the throne of God, they proceed from the heart of God and they proceed from the house of God. We were impressed during the week with the waters that issued out from under the threshold of the house (Ezekiel 47: 1), as bearing on God’s infinite blessing which is flowing to you and to me, flowing from God’s house, flowing from the heart of God, and flowing from that sphere of love down here. There can be no greater glad tidings, my friend, that you and I can have a part and place in that sphere from which the glad tidings have come. 

It says in Nehemiah chapter 3, “And the fountain-gate repaired Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the chief of the district of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars, and the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king’s garden, and to the stairs that go down from the city of David” (Nehemiah 3: 15). That is the way the glad tidings are coming out, coming out from the pool of Shelah, and from the king’s garden. These stairs that go down from the city of David give us some sense of the way that the glad tidings are coming out; but then in chapter 12 it says, “And at the fountain-gate, and over against them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the ascent of the wall, above the house of David, even to the water-gate eastward” (Nehemiah 12: 37). The movement here is reversed, if the stairs go down from the city of David they also go up from the city of David, that is in view of the gratification and satisfaction of the heart of the blessed God. God is His own object, God has come out, He has made Himself known, He has revealed Himself. In this dispensation He has been made known as Father in order that men might have a place before Him in sonship. 

What could be greater? Sonship is for God. God told Moses to say to Pharaoh, “Israel is my son, my firstborn ... Let my son go, that he may serve me”, Exodus 4: 22, 23. As believers we have been set free from the bondage of corruption. As the result of the finished work of Christ we have been set free from everything which would militate against the work of God in our souls in order that we may worship and minister to the heart of the blessed God. May these things be the result of our time together, so that there may be an answer from your heart and from mine in worship to God Himself, from whom every blessing comes. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Denton, Texas
5 March 2000 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 30:5 (JND) [5] For a moment [is passed] in his anger, a life in his favour; at even weeping cometh for the night, and at morn there is rejoicing.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Deuteronomy 33:23 (JND) [23] And of Naphtali he said, Naphtali, satisfied with favour, And full of the blessing of Jehovah, Possess thou the west and the south.

Ephesians 1:6-7 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved: [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Psalms 30 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David: dedication-song of the house.} I will extol thee, Jehovah; for thou hast delivered me, and hast not made mine enemies to rejoice over me. [2] Jehovah my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. [3] Jehovah, thou hast brought up my soul from Sheol, thou hast quickened me from among those that go down to the pit. …

Psalms 22:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Joshua 3:15 (JND) [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest),

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Genesis 3:24 (JND) [24] And he drove out Man; and he set the Cherubim, and the flame of the flashing sword, toward the east of the garden of Eden, to guard the way to the tree of life.

Deuteronomy 33 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. [2] And he said, Jehovah came from Sinai, And rose up from Seir unto them; He shone forth from mount Paran, And he came from the myriads of the sanctuary; From his right hand [went forth] a law of fire for them. [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Deuteronomy 33 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. [2] And he said, Jehovah came from Sinai, And rose up from Seir unto them; He shone forth from mount Paran, And he came from the myriads of the sanctuary; From his right hand [went forth] a law of fire for them. [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words. …

Deuteronomy 33:1 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

2 Samuel 12:25 (JND) [25] And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah's sake.

Ezekiel 47:1 (JND) [1] And he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the front of the house was eastward. And the waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, south of the altar.

Nehemiah 3 (JND) [1] And Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they built the sheep-gate. They hallowed it, and set up its doors; and they hallowed it even to the tower of Meah, to the tower of Hananeel. [2] And next to them built the men of Jericho. And next to them built Zaccur the son of Imri. [3] And the fish-gate did the sons of Senaah build: they laid its beams, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars. …

Nehemiah 3:15 (JND) [15] And the fountain-gate repaired Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the chief of the district of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up its doors, its locks and its bars, and the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king's garden, and to the stairs that go down from the city of David.

Nehemiah 12:37 (JND) [37] And at the fountain-gate, and over against them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the ascent of the wall, above the house of David, even to the water-gate eastward.

Exodus 4:22-23 (JND) [22] And thou shalt say to Pharaoh, Thus saith Jehovah: Israel is my son, my firstborn. [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.



EXTRACT

Another principle acts also on the spirit of the Christian. It is time to awake. The deliverance from this present evil age, which the Lord will accomplish for us, draws nigh. The night is far spent, the day is at hand—God knows the moment. The characteristics which marked its approach in the days of the apostle have ripened in a very different way since then, although God, with a view to those whom He is gathering in, is still even now restraining them. Let us then walk as children of the day, casting off the works of darkness. We belong to the day, of which Christ Himself will be the light. Let our walk be in accordance with that day, putting on Christ Himself, and not being studious of that which is in accordance with the will and the lusts of the flesh. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol. 4 (Romans 13), p.149) 
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Scripture references

Romans 13 (JND) [1] Let every soul be subject to the authorities that are above [him]. For there is no authority except from God; and those that exist are set up by God. [2] So that he that sets himself in opposition to the authority resists the ordinance of God; and they who [thus] resist shall bring sentence of guilt on themselves. [3] For rulers are not a terror to a good work, but to an evil [one]. Dost thou desire then not to be afraid of the authority? practise [what is] good, and thou shalt have praise from it; …
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