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“JESUS HIMSELF”


1 Peter 2:21-24;  Ephesians 5:25-27; 

Luke 24:15-36;  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

I trust that you find these scriptures as attractive as I do.  They draw attention to the Lord Jesus Himself, and bring before us the cost involved for God to secure His ways, and the cost to secure your eternal salvation.  It is a cost that we can never measure.  These scriptures draw attention to the fact that the cost meant the giving of the Lord Jesus Himself.  

What a matter it was.  Think of that word, “Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me – To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight”, Psalm 40:7,8.  At an early age, the Lord could say, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2:49.  The Lord Jesus was here under the eye of God in perfection.  Never had there been a life lived in this scene like the life of Jesus.  Every other man was and is a sinner, but here was One who came into the world to meet that whole question of sin.

I love the way that Peter writes; he speaks of the Lord Jesus as a model.  Peter had seen how the Lord suffered at the hands of men; think of what the Lord Jesus endured from men. He was taken, as we read, from the garden of Gethsemane; how He was mistreated – the blows to His face, the crown of thorns, the purple robe.  That is what man did to Jesus.  He accepted these blows to His face, the stripes.  He could say on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  What a model!  

I particularly want to draw attention to how Peter writes.  He says of the Lord, the One that he personally had taken account of, that He “did no sin”.  What perfect manhood it was.  John also writes of Him, “and in him sin is not”, 1 John 3:5.  Paul says, “Him who knew not sin”, 2 Cor.5:21.  How precious are the words of these three different writers.  Think of these three men and how they could take account of the Lord Jesus in perfection.  And that is what Jesus was under the eye of God.

Peter goes on to say, “who, when reviled, reviled not again; when suffering, threatened not; but gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously”.  What perfect manhood! Yet that perfection in His life was not enough to save you and me; it was not enough for God.  Our salvation required His death.  He offered Himself – how blessed.  He “gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously”.  The footnote says, ‘The Greek means to deliver up into the hands of another, not committing a wrong to another to vindicate.  The sense must be ‘gave himself up to, suffered all, as accepting all from his hand:’ gave himself up to take whatever he sent, who would in the end righteously judge’.  I trust it touches your affections, that the One who “gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously” knew in its entirety what that would involve.  It was not a case of some transaction, but it was Himself.  He gave Himself.  

In Exodus 27, God gives the pattern of the brazen altar to Moses (vv.1-8).  The brazen altar was the first thing that would be seen when someone came into the court of the tabernacle.  The dimensions of the brazen altar are very interesting: it was five cubits square.  The cubit is the length from a man’s elbow to his fingertips, so approximately eighteen inches.  The five cubits speak of the Lord Jesus in manhood.  He came into this scene in outward weakness.  Mr. Darby writes in his hymn:

‘We gaze upon Thy weakness –

 The manger and the cross’          (Hymn 188)

There He was again in outward weakness at the cross, the man Jesus who “gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously”.  The altar was square, five cubits square, having four sides.  It speaks of the universal character of what the Lord Jesus has accomplished.  His work is for all: He “gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Tim.2:6.  Such is the work of Jesus.  There were also four horns on the altar (Exod.27:2).  They suggest the moral character and strength of the Lord Jesus, and it says that the horns were of itself.  They were not an addition.  What power the Lord Jesus had; it was His own, it was what He had in Himself.  How precious that is! We also read that the altar was three cubits high.  It would remind us of the Lord’s resurrection, and the power He had to lay down His life and to take it again (John 10:17,18).  Yet He “gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously”.  Not only was He the altar, but He was the offering too.  The altar was made of acacia wood and overlaid with copper, suggesting what was able to endure intense heat, the judgment of God.  The Lord Jesus gave Himself.  What a matter!  I trust it affects your heart.

Peter goes on to write, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”.  That is our side.  Can you say these words?  What precious words they are.  You go through the scriptures: Paul could write, “who gave himself for our sins”, Gal. 1:4.  He also wrote, as already noted, “who gave himself a ransom for all”.  Think of the efficacy and power of the work of Jesus!  What a price was paid by Him: “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”.  He did it for you, beloved, if you believe on Him.  Have you laid claim to that work of His?  Titus writes, “our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us” (chap.2:13,14).  Are you among the “us”?  Can you say that He “gave himself for us”?  

What an immense matter it was for Jesus, dear friend, dear brother, dear sister. I often think about the cost involved in that statement, that “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”.  My sins – Jesus bore them, and He did it Himself as a spotless Victim before God.  He took all these sins upon Himself as if they were His own.  How important to contemplate these things, that He bore our sins and that He did it Himself.  I trust these scriptures attract your heart.  It is Jesus Himself: we speak about the price paid, yet the cost was immeasurable because He gave Himself.  

Where we read in Ephesians it says, “Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”.  It draws attention to the value of the assembly to the Lord Jesus, and thus to what the assembly means to Him:  He was prepared to deliver Himself up to secure it.  You will remember in Matthew 13 the Lord speaks of the pearl – “having found one pearl of great value” (v.46).  It shows the distinctiveness of what the assembly is to the heart of Christ.  Pearls are formed by suffering.  That verse goes on to say, “he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”. The preciousness of the assembly was in Christ’s heart.  He sold all whatever He had, and that was Himself: He could have given no more; He gave His all.  He delivered Himself up for the assembly.  That is what the assembly means to the Lord Jesus.  In being occupied with the Lord, we should be occupied too with what the assembly means to Him.  It is His great occupation at the present time.  

The Lord’s personal love that was displayed in delivering Himself up continues now.  It says, “in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word”.  That service continues and it will continue until the Lord comes for His own.  His service to the assembly has a collective bearing, and also an individual bearing.  If there are features in me that are not pleasing to the Lord Jesus, He would touch me, He would bring in ministry, He would bring in His word and draw me closer to Himself, so that I judge these imperfections and am purified from them.  That service of His will continue.  We also prove it in our occasions of being together.  How untiring the Lord Jesus is in relation to His assembly.  Then it says, “that he might present the assembly to himself glorious”.  What He is going to present to Himself will be entirely in keeping with Himself.  We often say that the assembly is of Himself, as coming out of His death, seen in the type of the deep sleep that fell upon Adam (Gen.2:21-23).  The assembly is of Himself and it is like Himself.   The Lord is working continually in His saints so that in the end what He will present to Himself will be all glorious.  It will be perfect and entirely suited to Himself.  May these things attract us and may the assembly mean more to you and me.  It means everything to Him.  He delivered Himself up for it.

I love this scripture in Luke 24 about the two on the way to Emmaus.  It says, “And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them”.  It suggests the Lord’s personal care.  If you are a believer, the Lord’s personal care is towards you, and it always will be.  These two were disheartened, and they were going in the wrong direction.  Sometimes we have proved that in our own experience, but the Lord Himself has drawn nigh.  Here in these two verses the Lord asks them what they are speaking about, and then He says, “What things?”  Think of the Lord’s personal care.  ‘What is it that is troubling you?’.  It reminds us of His words, “Come to me, all ye who labour”, Matt.11:28.  He is available.  He drew nigh and He went with these two as they walked.  That is like the Lord’s desire for you, beloved. The two go into all the detail with Him.  Have you ever done that?  If there are things that burden you, things that trouble you, go into the presence of the Lord and tell Him all about it: He is interested.  “What things?”, He asks. 

Then He would give you a touch from Himself.  It says, “And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”.  When you go to the Scriptures, you can find Jesus in every page.  The Lord Himself is available to us all.  What an exposition of scripture this must have been, the greatest exposition of the scriptures that there ever has been; the Lord Himself “interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”.  These things are there for us, and the Lord desires that we come to Himself to receive them.  Yet even as listening to this great exposition, the eyes of the two were still holden.  They did not recognise Him.

You then come to the point when He was made known to them.  It is not the breaking of bread as such, but it would remind us of that great matter. We need to value greatly the blessing of the breaking of bread.  In that occasion, beloved, where the power of the Spirit is so available to us, we await Jesus Himself coming in.  How blessed to have confirmation in our spirits of His presence.  It says that they recognised Him: “having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken it, gave it to them.  And their eyes were opened, and they recognised him”.  How blessed that is; these things are very real.  The two change the direction that they are on and return to Jerusalem, to the company where they belonged, and where they were going to find Jesus Himself.  The Lord in His faithfulness came to where they were.  It says, “And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace be unto you”.  What an experience we have available to us in the power of the Spirit, on a Lord’s day morning in the breaking of bread; what a privilege.  If you have not taken up that privilege yet, it is available to you as committing yourself to the Lord.

The scripture in Thessalonians speaks about the Lord’s coming.  How long will it be?  How many breakings of bread will there be between now and the coming of the Lord?  There may not be another one.  He is coming, and He desires that in faithfulness to Him you should remember Him.  He asks us to respond to the appeal of His love, and as we do so what an experience is available to us, to be entered into with Jesus Himself.  

The section in Thessalonians is well known; what a cheer it is to the heart of the believer.  It says, “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord, that we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord”, that is those that are alive when He comes; it may be us, “are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep”.  That is, believers who have gone before.  The passage then goes on, “for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord”.  The Lord Himself is coming.  Such is the greatness of this event, beloved, that the Lord is not delegating it to any other.  He is coming Himself, coming to claim those that belong to Him, those that are His, and He is going to do it Himself.  No angel is great enough for that; He is coming Himself.

I trust that your hope is in the coming of the Lord Himself.  He will come “with an assembling shout … and trump of God”.  We shall see Him in actuality for the first time, and we will be given bodies of glory like His body of glory (Phil.3:21).  What a time it will be; what a hope it is!  I trust it is your hope: the Lord Himself is coming again.  As I have said, He is not going to delegate that to another.  It is a matter of joy that the Lord is coming Himself.

I trust what I have said has appealed to you.  I find these scriptures very special.  They draw us in our affections towards the Lord Jesus Himself.  May we be encouraged as we think on these scriptures, and may they appeal to us in a greater way.  

May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Maidstone

15 March 2025

Trevor Campbell

 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2:21-24 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps: [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously; [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Ephesians 5:25-27 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Luke 24:15-36 (JND) [15] And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them; [16] but their eyes were holden so as not to know him. [17] And he said to them, What discourses are these which pass between you as ye walk, and are downcast? [18] And one [of them], named Cleopas, answering said to him, Thou sojournest alone in Jerusalem, and dost not know what has taken place in it in these days? [19] And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, The things concerning Jesus the Nazaraean, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people; [20] and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to [the] judgment of death and crucified him. [21] But *we* had hoped that *he* was [the one] who is about to redeem Israel. But then, besides all these things, it is now, to-day, the third day since these things took place. [22] And withal, certain women from amongst us astonished us, having been very early at the sepulchre, [23] and, not having found his body, came, saying that they also had seen a vision of angels, who say that he is living. [24] And some of those with us went to the sepulchre, and found it so, as the women also had said, but him they saw not. [25] And *he* said to them, O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? …

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Exodus 27 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the altar of acacia-wood, five cubits the length, and five cubits the breadth; the altar shall be square; and the height thereof three cubits. [2] And thou shalt make its horns at the four corners thereof; its horns shall be of itself; and thou shalt overlay it with copper. [3] And thou shalt make its pots to cleanse it of the fat, its shovels, and its bowls, and its forks, and its firepans; for all the utensils thereof thou shalt employ copper. …

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Exodus 27:2 (JND) [2] And thou shalt make its horns at the four corners thereof; its horns shall be of itself; and thou shalt overlay it with copper.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Galatians 1:4 (JND) [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

Galatians 1:4 (JND) [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Genesis 2:21-23 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.



DIVINE PROTECTION


Genesis 15:1-6;  Acts 18:1-11;  Revelation 21:9-12

I would like to speak about divine protection.  God always protects what is precious to Himself and what is of Himself.  He said to Abraham, “I am thy shield”.  The shield conveys the thought of protection.  You think of the Lord Jesus, when He came in as a Babe; you get the thought of protection.  That is particularly so in Matthew’s gospel; the Lord was protected (see Matt.2:13-23).  We read about the wings of the cherubim over the ark; that was divine protection (see Exod.25:20-22).  God used Joseph and Mary to care for the Lord as a Child; He was protected under God’s hand.  I think it is a principle with God, that in an adverse scene He protects His own.  It would give us assurance and comfort to know that.  In this passage in Genesis, what God said gave great assurance to Abraham, assurance of God’s support.  He says to Abraham, “I am thy shield”.  Where we read in Acts, the Lord says to Paul, “no one shall set upon thee to injure thee”: Paul was under divine protection in Corinth.  Then there is the thought of the wall in Revelation, which protects what is precious, what is inside; the assembly which is so precious to divine Persons.  I thought we might be encouraged through consideration of these scriptures.

The scripture in Genesis is particularly important, being the first time that “the word of Jehovah” is referred to.  God spoke in relation to creation, and He spoke to Abraham earlier – God had commanded him to leave his land, his kindred and his father’s house (Gen.12:1).  Abraham obeyed God’s commandment.  But it is the “word of Jehovah” that is introduced here.  It is not a command, it is God speaking to a man of faith, one whom He loved.  The first thing that God says is, “Fear not”.  How often that expression comes into the Scriptures, the words of divine Persons, words of assurance and comfort.  The Lord says, “Let not your heart be troubled”, John 14:1.  It was a word of assurance for those who were on the pathway of faith, when there was so much to cause fear among His people.  The Lord said to John in Revelation, “Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades” (chap.1:17).  The Lord is in control of everything.

The next thing that God says is, “I am thy shield”.  Abraham had been faithful.  The king of Sodom had said to him, “Give me the souls, and take the property for thyself”, Gen.14:21.  But Abraham was faithful, and refused to come under the influence of the world in any way: he was completely separate from the world.  He was one who was in the pathway of faith, trusting God, and who received His word.  God speaks of Himself, He does not give a command to Abraham, but He speaks of Himself and what He would be to Abraham.  We often think of John 14, where the Lord speaks of His commandments, and then of His word.  He says, “If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him” (v.23).  What a very great suggestion, a great promise of knowing the Lord and the Father in nearness.  I think that is what comes in here: “Fear not Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward”. It suggests that not only would Abraham come under divine protection, but that he would be able to enjoy divine company.  The knowledge of God’s word, “I am … thy exceeding great reward” would exceed anything that the world can give.  The king of Sodom had offered him the property, but Abraham was not interested in that, He had God Himself as his portion: “I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward”.  The Holy Spirit in His language does not exaggerate.  What He describes as “great” is truly great.  It is interesting to think what that “reward” would be: it would be associated with God Himself.  It is like what the tribe of the Levites enjoyed: God Himself was their inheritance (see Josh.18:7).  The other tribes had portions of land as an inheritance, but for the Levites, God Himself was their portion.  It has been said that they were the best provided for; everything was provided for them, including cities to dwell in; and they had God Himself for their enjoyment.  The shield is for protection, but the reward has in view the enjoyment of our portion with divine Persons, and also our enjoyment of heavenly things with the saints.  

The thought of the shield comes in also in Psalm 84, which is written by the sons of Korah in times of pressure: “Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed.  For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.  I had rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God, than dwell in the tents of wickedness” (vv.9,10).  God was the psalmist’s shield, so that he was able to enjoy what belonged to the house of God, with the saints.  The courts of God would be where the saints are thronging:

‘Where the saints in glory thronging’                                     (Hymn 206)

Think of what can be enjoyed with one another!  But God also gives assurance of His protection: that psalm goes on to say that “Jehovah Elohim is a sun and shield” (v.11).  Think of the Lord Jesus, the One who is as the sun set in the heavens; think of the blessing that flows from Christ as the sun, as giving life and warmth, the source of life, and also as “the Sun of righteousness”, Mal.4:2.  Think of all the benefit that flows from Christ as the sun, but then there is also the shield.  We have spoken of the Lord being protected in Matthew’s gospel.  The Lord is protected, but the Lord is also the sun there: “And his face shone as the sun” (Matt.17:2) on the mountain.  There were those too who had the privilege of being with Him.  Peter appreciated that, he speaks of “being with him on the holy mountain”, 2 Pet.1:18.  The sun would also speak of rule.  It speaks of the majesty of Christ.  Then it says, “Jehovah will give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Psa.84:11).  That is what Abraham was proving – the rich blessing that there is in God Himself.  We find it all in Christ.  Our hymn referred to some of the many titles that belong to Christ:

‘Our Lord, our Life, our Rest, our Shield, 

    our Rock, our Food, our Light’   (Hymn 151)

suggesting the great resource we have in Him – “Jehovah will give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly”.  That would remind us of Luke’s gospel: those who are affected by divine grace giving glory to God.  What things we have to enjoy in Christ!  As taking the pathway of faith, apart from the world, we can be assured of God’s care and protection, as Abraham proved.  

As receiving this word of assurance from God, Abraham is encouraged to ask, saying: “Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me?”.  How ready God is to give.  Abraham asks for a son.  God’s further word directed him to look towards the heavens.  In chapter 13, God refers to the dust of the earth (v.16), but here it is the heavens and the stars.  We are brought into that family of faith, and we can be assured of divine protection as those that are sons and daughters of Abraham.  That also comes into Luke’s gospel: the Lord defended those who were faithful to Him – Mary was sitting at the Lord’s feet listening to His word (Luke 10:38-42); He defended her – the Lord was her shield, providing assurance that the good part that she had chosen would not be taken from her.  

Thus we are brought into this great family of faith, the heavenly family.  It is an encouragement to us to continue in the path of faith, as “those also who walk in the steps of the faith … of our father Abraham”, Rom.4:12.  We can be assured that we will prove divine care and protection, and the special interest of divine Persons.  God is “preserver of all men, specially of those that believe”, 1 Tim.4:10.  Abraham is the great example in the Scriptures of someone that believed: “And he believed Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness”.  That verse is quoted several times in the New Testament.  It is a very important verse; Abraham believed Jehovah, he believed His word.  What a favour to be receiving God’s word.  It is not a commandment: the word is given to those that love Christ, and who desire to be near to Him.  The word conveys God’s mind and makes known something of Himself for our encouragement and edification.

We read of Paul in Acts 18.  Paul suffered, he suffered a great deal.  When we read through this book, we see what Paul and those with him suffered, especially in Philippi: what fruit there was there for God.  What a great work of God there was in Corinth, and God protected Paul: “And the Lord said by vision in the night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; because I am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee.”  It was in Corinth that Paul’s teaching as to local assemblies was brought out.  There was a Gentile local assembly in Antioch, but it was in Corinth in particular that Paul brought out teaching as to local assemblies, and the order that belongs to them.  It shows how much God values local assemblies.  Paul was protected; he was there in Corinth for “a year and six months, teaching among them the word of God”.  Think of the value of these two epistles to the Corinthians.  In them, Paul speaks of what he had received from the Lord.  He had received instruction as to the Lord’s supper (see 1 Cor.11:23-28).  I am sure there is divine pleasure in the Lord’s supper being maintained according to Paul’s teaching.  It is remarkable that there has been recovery to the truth of the Lord’s supper, and we can have a part in it week by week.  What a privilege it is.  We can be assured of divine protection and care in its continuance, that it might be preserved in the manner in which Paul brought it to the Corinthians.  We know that the Corinthians departed from it, but they were brought back to it.  

Paul also speaks about having received the glad tidings in chapter 15 of the first epistle (see v.3): Paul says that he received the glad tidings, and delivered them to the Corinthians.  He sets out the truth of the glad tidings, establishing the truth of resurrection.  He also sets out the truth as to the order that is pleasing to God, what was to mark local assemblies in a public way.  These truths were given to Paul, and he brought them out in Corinth.  There was a distinct work of God there.  The Lord said, “I have much people in this city”.  Aquila and Priscilla are also mentioned in connection with Corinth.  The Lord delights to see these truths being worked out in local assemblies, affording pleasure to divine Persons.  We have the assurance of divine support as simply going on with what pleases God and holding fast to the truth as ministered by the apostle.

We read lastly in Revelation as to the wall.  The wall speaks of fellowship.  We have a description of the city speaking of the assembly in a millennial setting.  There will be no need of the wall in eternity, because there will be no danger there.  But in the present time when there is what is adverse there is need of protection of what is so precious to Christ – “the bride, the Lamb’s wife”.   The passage describes the glory of the assembly, “having the glory of God”; we get the beauty of the assembly.  Then it says, “having a great and high wall”.  There is much said about the wall later.  The wall is very attractive; it speaks of fellowship.  Fellowship protects what is precious to Christ.  Paul speaks of that in 1 Corinthians 10: he brings in the fellowship, the Lord’s table and the fellowship of His death, and our responsibility to maintain that in view of protecting what is precious.  He brings in the Lord’s supper in chapter 11. 

It has been said in ministry that 1 Corinthians 10 is separation, and chapter 11 is seclusion1, the seclusion of the Lord with His own.  How precious that is to the Lord Jesus!  We are favoured to have our part in it, but there needs to be protection.  Fellowship, and faithfulness to the principles of fellowship, are needed to maintain and protect what is precious to Christ.  It is the saints who are the wall.  The wall is described: “And the building of its wall was jasper; and the city pure gold” (v.18).  What value there is in what is divine; what is of God needs to be protected.  It adds, “the foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone” (v.19).  It is the saints that are being referred to, the attractiveness of the saints.  Fellowship is a very attractive thing; there is the negative side, in what is not allowed, but there is also the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, what by the Spirit can be enjoyed of spiritual and heavenly things, things which can be known in a living way as belonging to such a fellowship. 

I thought this would be an encouragement for us, to have a part in protecting what is precious to God in a scene where things are adverse.  The last verse of the chapter says, “And nothing common, nor that maketh an abomination and a lie, shall at all enter into it” (v.27).  What is common relates to the first order, to man in the flesh; and an abomination would relate to idolatry.  These things have no place in the assembly.  It is the great and high wall that excludes these things.  It is only what is of God and of the truth that belongs to the assembly. 

The gates of course are to allow people to come in.  The gates provided a means of entrance into the city.  Later in Revelation we have, “Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city”, Rev.22:14.  It is those who use the water that is available in the death of Christ – they “have right to the tree of life”.  What enjoyment is to be found in Christ.  As the Tree of life there is perpetual freshness in Him, and there is also perpetual fruit for our enjoyment.  The reference to washing our robes relates to our associations: such have right to the tree of life, that they should go in by the gates into the city, to enjoy the greatness of divine blessings and of divine thoughts.  But then we also have a responsibility to keep the principles of fellowship to protect what is so precious to divine Persons.  

I thought it would be for our encouragement to consider divine protection, having in view the enjoyment of the greatest blessings that are available to us in a scene where things are so much against the saints, against those who have faith.  What decline there is publicly: we can all see that; but we can be assured of divine care and protection as we are faithful to the Lord.  

May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Genesis 15:1-6 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. [4] And behold, the word of Jehovah [came] to him, saying, This shall not be thine heir, but he that will come forth out of thy body shall be thine heir. [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be! [6] And he believed Jehovah; and he reckoned it to him [as] righteousness.

Acts 18:1-11 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. [4] And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. [5] And when both Silas and Timotheus came down from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in respect of the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. [6] But as they opposed and spoke injuriously, he shook his clothes, and said to them, Your blood be upon your own head: *I* [am] pure; from henceforth I will go to the nations. [7] And departing thence he came to the house of a certain [man], by name Justus, who worshipped God, whose house adjoined the synagogue. [8] But Crispus the ruler of the synagogue believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptised. [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city. [11] And he remained [there] a year and six months, teaching among them the word of God.

Revelation 21:9-12 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel.

Revelation 21:9-12 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel.

Matthew 2:13-23 (JND) [13] Now, they having departed, behold, an angel of [the] Lord appears in a dream to Joseph, saying, Arise, take to [thee] the little child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be there until I shall tell thee; for Herod will seek the little child to destroy it. [14] And, having arisen, he took to [him] the little child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt. [15] And he was there until the death of Herod, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken by [the] Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. [16] Then Herod, seeing that he had been mocked by the magi, was greatly enraged; and sent and slew all the boys which [were] in Bethlehem, and in all its borders, from two years and under, according to the time which he had accurately inquired from the magi. [17] Then was fulfilled that which was spoken through Jeremias the prophet, saying, [18] A voice has been heard in Rama, weeping, and great lamentation: Rachel weeping [for] her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. [19] But Herod having died, behold, an angel of [the] Lord appears in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, [20] Arise, take to [thee] the little child and its mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they who sought the life of the little child are dead. [21] And he arose and took to [him] the little child and its mother, and came into the land of Israel; [22] but having heard that 'Archelaus reigns over Judaea, instead of Herod his father,' he was afraid to go there; and having been divinely instructed in a dream, he went away into the parts of Galilee, [23] and came and dwelt in a town called Nazareth; so that that should be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophets, He shall be called a Nazaraean.

Exodus 25:20-22 (JND) [20] And the cherubim shall stretch out [their] wings over it, covering over with their wings the mercy-seat, and their faces opposite to one another: toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubim be [turned]. [21] And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above on the ark, and shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee. [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Exodus 25:20-22 (JND) [20] And the cherubim shall stretch out [their] wings over it, covering over with their wings the mercy-seat, and their faces opposite to one another: toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubim be [turned]. [21] And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above on the ark, and shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee. [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Exodus 25:20-22 (JND) [20] And the cherubim shall stretch out [their] wings over it, covering over with their wings the mercy-seat, and their faces opposite to one another: toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the cherubim be [turned]. [21] And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above on the ark, and shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee. [22] And there will I meet with thee, and will speak with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, everything that I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.

Genesis 12:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee.

John 14:1 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me.

Genesis 14:21 (JND) [21] And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me the souls, and take the property for thyself.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Joshua 18:7 (JND) [7] But the Levites have no portion among you, for the priesthood of Jehovah is their inheritance. And Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of Jehovah gave them.

Psalms 84 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Jehovah of hosts! [2] My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. [3] Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she layeth her young, thine altars, O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God. …

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Matthew 17:2 (JND) [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light;

2 Peter 1:18 (JND) [18] and this voice *we* heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain.

Psalms 84:11 (JND) [11] For Jehovah Elohim is a sun and shield: Jehovah will give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Romans 4:12 (JND) [12] and father of circumcision, not only to those who are of [the] circumcision, but to those also who walk in the steps of the faith, during uncircumcision, of our father Abraham.

1 Timothy 4:10 (JND) [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe.

Acts 18 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. …

1 Corinthians 11:23-28 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come. [27] So that whosoever shall eat the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and of the blood of the Lord. [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.



THE CROSS OF JESUS


1 Corinthians 1:17,18,21-23 (to “Christ crucified”); Mark 15:15-38; John 19:25-35

It will be evident to all that I wish to speak with the Holy Spirit’s help in this gospel preaching about the cross: the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I make no apology for reading large sections of scripture that speak of the cross, because I think the Spirit’s desire would be that the very detail of what the Lord Jesus went through at the cross should touch our hearts, so that we should be affected by it.  The passage I read in Corinthians speaks of “the word of the cross”.   It is a word that speaks very powerfully.  It says that “the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God’s power”.  It has been said many times that there are two classes of persons: there are those that perish, and there are those that are saved.  In the gospel, God desires that everyone that hears the gospel should be amongst the “us”, “to us that are saved it is God’s power”.  

It is remarkable that the apostle speaks of the “foolishness of the preaching”.  It is sorrowful that, in this world generally, the preaching of the gospel is increasingly considered to be foolish and pointless, and is rejected.  That is a very sobering matter, because the gospel proclaims the only way of salvation.  Peter says, “And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4:12.  As it says here, “to us that are saved it is God’s power”.  What does the preaching mean to you?  Dear young heart, dear older person, when the preacher speaks about the Lord Jesus, when the preacher speaks about His cross and His sufferings there, when the preacher speaks about His precious blood, precious blood that was shed to wash sins away, what does it mean to you? 

If there is nothing in what I am saying to you, if what I am saying to you is not the truth and of no point, then I am foolish to stand here and preach it.  But if what I am saying is the truth; if the Lord Jesus is indeed a glorious Saviour; if indeed: 

‘The love of God is boundless, 

  Perfect, causeless, full and free’ (Hymn 212)

toward you; if the precious blood of Jesus is available to take away your sins and to set you up before God in righteousness; if all that I am saying is true, then you are foolish not to believe it.  I would say to every heart in this room today, with conviction, that the cross of Christ is indeed wondrous.  As the same hymn-writer puts it:

‘O the cross of Christ is wondrous!

  There I learn God's heart to me; 

Midst the silent, deep’ning darkness, 

  “God is light” I also see.

Holy claims of justice finding

  Full expression in that scene’

I trust that as we have read the scriptures in relation to the Lord Jesus on the cross, something of the meaning of the hymn we have sung will come home to each one of us.  

The apostle says, “but we preach Christ crucified”.  In verse 17 he speaks of the glad tidings, and if you are feeling the weight and the pressure of your sins; if you are feeling your distance from God; if what the preacher says as to God's word is stirring something in your heart; then I can tell you that these are indeed glad tidings.  Paul says, “we preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God's power and God's wisdom”.  The gospel is God's power to effect salvation in the hearts of every one who believes. 

Where we read in Mark’s gospel in relation to the Lord Jesus, the cross is brought before us.  There was much leading up to this.  The Lord Jesus came into this world as a little Babe.  The children know the story of Jesus being born in the stable at Bethlehem and being laid in a manger.  He was One who, in His Person – as the apostle tells us – “subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself,  taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:6-8. That is how He came into this world: as a little Babe in Bethlehem’s manger. He grew up amongst men, He was absolutely perfect, He never did anything wrong.  We might wonder at that, but it is a measure of the wonder of the life of Jesus that at the age of twelve it is recorded that He was in the temple, and that He was occupied in His Father's business (see Luke 2:46-49).  How precious, as we follow it through the gospels, is the life of Jesus, a life of infinite perfection!  

It was a life that called out the blessing of the Father and the Father's pleasure.  The voice was heard from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3:22.  He was here amongst men, never causing any offence, never causing any trouble, and yet they hated him.  The psalmist says, “They that hate me without a cause”, Ps.69:4.  Another writer records the words of Pilate, “Lo, I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I find in him no fault whatever”, John 19:4.  And yet He was hated, and the story of the cross demonstrates that.  Earlier in Mark 15, when Pilate was trying to have the Lord released (vv.9-14), the cry of the crowd was “Crucify him … they cried out the more urgently, Crucify him”.  How they hated the Lord Jesus.  And yet, in the will of God, in Christ’s love for His God and Father – and I say to everyone here, in His love for you – He continued on His way.  Another scripture says of the Lord “that he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 9:51.  He knew that that meant the cross, and all that was involved for Him in it.  

At the cross, we see the cruelty of men, what they inflicted on the Saviour, all that He had to go through.  The hymn we sang, already quoted, says as to the cross:

‘There I learn God’s heart to me’.  

What a heart of love, that God should be prepared to sacrifice His own Son so that you and I might be saved!  What love shone in the Father’s heart, and then what love in the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the One “who gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Tim.2:6.   The Lord Jesus gave Himself for all.  The way that the Lord Jesus went, which we have read of here, was for all, that there might be a sacrifice available for every one.  That sacrifice secured God’s righteousness, so that God, in all the holiness of His Person, can come out in the gospel and can righteously offer salvation, full and free, to those who put their faith and trust in the work of Jesus.  I desire that our hearts might be affected by the cost to the Saviour of His giving Himself.  Look at what He suffered at the hands of men: it does us good to go over these sections in all of the gospels.  You will find that different points are brought out in the different gospel accounts.  The section we read in Mark gives a particular impression of the way that men treated Him.  Pilate scourged Him; men spat upon Him and ridiculed Him; men crucified Him, nailed Him to the cross at Calvary.  There the hatred and rejection of man came out: it says, “they that passed by reviled him”.  You think of that, the Saviour hanging there on the cross, having done no wrong, the One “who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth”, 1 Pet.2:22.  

Yet what was required was a perfect offering, and He hung there, nailed there by the hands of cruel and hateful men; and those that passed by, it says, “reviled him”; they mocked Him.  They said, “save thyself, and descend from the cross”.  There is a hymn that refers to this passage.  It says:

‘Himself He could not save,

  Love’s stream too deeply flowed’      

 (Hymn 240)

I can say to you, dear young heart, dear older one, that the Lord Jesus hung there because He loves you, and because He desired your salvation.  It was because He desired your salvation that He hung there.  He could not save Himself: they said, “Let the Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and may believe”.  

Think of the reproaches that fell upon the Lord Jesus, adding to these terrible sufferings at men’s hands on the cross.  Yet all the hatred and cruelty of man that He endured could not settle one sin of ours: it required that that blessed One Himself should be made sin.  It says here, “And when the sixth hour was come, there came darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour”.  We are not told in this passage what went on in those three hours of awful darkness, but we do know from this section that the Lord Jesus was forsaken there; and from other scriptures we know that He was made sin in those three hours of terrible darkness.  The judgment of God upon sin and sins was meted out upon His blessed head, and there “Him who knew not sin” was “made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  If your faith and trust is in Jesus, you can say that “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  Through God’s grace and His mercy, I can say that with conviction.  He bore my sins in His body on the tree.  

It touches my heart every time I read this section in relation to the three hours of darkness, that at the ninth hour, He “cried with a loud voice … My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  There was no answer at that point to that cry.  This One was made sin, and He bore the judgment.  He exhausted God’s judgment on sin and sins, and in that lone, dark period the whole question of sin and sins before the eye of a holy God was settled. The work of Christ has satisfied God’s righteous claims in relation to sin and thus He is able to come out in full and free forgiveness to the sinner who relies on the work of Jesus.  

Then it says, “Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired.  And the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom”.  That is so that God can come out now, and the gospel can be preached – because of the work of Jesus, all that He accomplished on the cross.  You find as you read on that that work and all that it secured was ratified in Him being raised from among the dead: having spent three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matt.12:40), He was raised by the glory of the Father (Rom.6:4).  It was impossible that the Lord Jesus should be held by the power of death (Acts 2:24), and we are rightly taught that He conquered the power of death as He entered into it.  The witness to that is that He was raised the third day, and He is now exalted at the Father’s right hand above.  

Our hymn spoke of that too:

‘O the sight in heav’n is glorious!

   Man in righteousness is there’

God has been propitiated in relation to sin and sins.  The apostle John tells us that “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2:2.  It is said often in the gospel preaching, that if every one on the face of this earth put their faith and trust in Jesus and His precious blood today, that work of His is available and sufficient for all.  That is the extent of “the field” (Matt.13:44).  Christ’s work is available to every one: how wonderful that is.  God wants these glad tiding to be proclaimed throughout the whole world.  When Jesus uttered that loud cry and expired, when the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom, that was so that God could come out now in full and free forgiveness.  If you read Luke’s account, you will find that “the veil of the temple rent in the midst”, Luke 23:45.  That is, that there is an entrance now as we put our faith and trust in the work of Jesus, so we can enter into the very presence of God with no thought or sign of sin upon us at all.  That shows the effect of what has been secured by the work of Jesus: He has satisfied God completely in relation to sin and sins. 

In John 19, although it is such a hostile scene that is presented, John says that there are those who stood by the cross of Jesus.  I wonder if everyone here is sympathetic and supportive in relation to the presentation of “the word of the cross”.  To many, it is foolishness, as we read in Corinthians, but “to us that are saved it is God’s power”; and these persons were here and they witnessed what went on, and in particular they witnessed the shedding of His precious blood.  They witnessed the continued cruelty of men towards Him, even though He was already dead.  The hymn says:

‘Though man in hatred pierced Thy side,

  Thy blood love’s answer gave’     (Hymn 230)

That is what we read about here, and those persons witnessed it: “but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water”.   That precious blood is available now.  If you have not yet put your faith and trust in the blood of Jesus, do so now!  Do so now, before it is too late.  That blood is available in God’s goodness; the love of God in the gospel is reaching out to you today.  You might say, ‘well, what you are saying sounds very foolish’.  But I can tell you, it is powerful.  If you put your faith and trust in the blood of Jesus, you will experience the power of it; you will experience salvation.  You will experience the blessing and the peace that comes from knowing the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.  

And further, I can tell you that for those who trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit is available.  How precious that is: much could be said and much is brought out in John’s gospel in relation to the Holy Spirit. God loves to give the Holy Spirit.  Are you conscious of the gift of the Holy Spirit?  He will keep alive in your heart the joy of your salvation, the joy of all that God has secured through the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.  The Spirit would give you joy in your heart when the Lord Jesus is presented as the real, living Saviour at God’s right hand.  The Holy Spirit is available: ask the Father, and He will give you the Holy Spirit, and He will cause your heart to delight in the glad tidings, and to appreciate the power of the preaching, the power available to you in the precious blood of Jesus.  

May our hearts be touched as we speak of the “word of the cross”.  I say again to you, with a challenge: is what I am saying foolish, or is it God’s power to salvation?  I say that it is God’s power to salvation.  God’s power is towards us in the blood of Jesus, and His power is available in the gift of the blessed Holy Spirit: may we know what it is until the Lord Jesus comes.  What a wonderful prospect to those who have their faith and trust in Christ.  The Lord is soon coming to take all those that love Him to be with Himself.  In the meantime, be one of those who are standing by the cross, having full faith in the complete provision that has been made; and find your peace and your joy in having a link with the Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power of the blessed Holy Spirit.

May this be the portion of all, for His name’s sake and for God’s glory.   

 

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

27 April 2025

 

Jim Walkinshaw

 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:17-23 (JND) [17] For Christ has not sent me to baptise, but to preach glad tidings; not in wisdom of word, that the cross of the Christ may not be made vain. [18] For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God's power. [19] For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and set aside the understanding of the understanding ones. [20] Where [is the] wise? where scribe? where disputer of this world? has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom has not known God, God has been pleased by the foolishness of the preaching to save those that believe. [22] Since Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; [23] but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness;

Mark 15:15-38 (JND) [15] And Pilate, desirous of contenting the crowd, released to them Barabbas, and delivered up Jesus, when he had scourged him, that he might be crucified. [16] And the soldiers led him away into the court which is [called the] praetorium, and they call together the whole band. [17] And they clothe him with purple, and bind round on him a crown of thorns which they had plaited. [18] And they began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! [19] And they struck his head with a reed, and spat on him, and, bending the knee, did him homage. [20] And when they had mocked him, they took the purple off him, and put his own clothes on him; and they lead him out that they may crucify him. [21] And they compel to go [with them] a certain passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, coming from the field, the father of Alexander and Rufus, that he might carry his cross. [22] And they bring him to the place [called] Golgotha, which, being interpreted, is Place of a skull. [23] And they offered him wine [to drink] medicated with myrrh; but he did not take [it]. [24] And having crucified him, they part his clothes amongst [themselves], casting lots on them, what each one should take. [25] And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. [26] And the superscription of what he was accused of was written up: The King of the Jews. …

John 19:25-35 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. [26] Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, says to his mother, Woman, behold thy son. [27] Then he says unto the disciple, Behold thy mother. And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. [28] After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now finished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, says, I thirst. [29] There was a vessel therefore there full of vinegar, and having filled a sponge with vinegar, and putting hyssop round it, they put it up to his mouth. [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit. [31] The Jews therefore, that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, for it was [the] preparation, (for the day of that sabbath was a great [day],) demanded of Pilate that their legs might be broken and they taken away. [32] The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first and of the other that had been crucified with him; [33] but coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs, [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water. [35] And he who saw it bears witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true that ye also may believe.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Philippians 2:6-8 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 2:46-49 (JND) [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. [47] And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. [48] And when they saw him they were amazed: and his mother said to him, Child, why hast thou dealt thus with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee distressed. [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Psalms 69:4 (JND) [4] They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.

John 19:4 (JND) [4] And Pilate went out again and says to them, Lo, I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I find in him no fault whatever.

Mark 15 (JND) [1] And immediately in the morning the chief priests, having taken counsel with the elders and scribes and the whole sanhedrim, bound Jesus and carried [him] away, and delivered [him] up to Pilate. [2] And Pilate asked him, Art *thou* the King of the Jews? And he answered and said to him, *Thou* sayest. [3] And the chief priests accused him urgently. …

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Acts 2:24 (JND) [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Matthew 13:44 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field.

Luke 23:45 (JND) [45] And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …



THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST


When Christ was down here He was entirely for God.  Everything about Him was fragrant for God.  There could be nothing so wonderful.  There was a Man for God on earth, One with every feeling of a man with whom the Spirit could identify Himself.  It is not that the Spirit produced the feelings, but they were all there: everything that was perfect and proper in man for God was there, and the Spirit could come down to be identified with everything that was there, otherwise the Spirit must have remained in the Deity, and we could not have had the Spirit as the Spirit of Christ.

It is wonderful that we should have the Spirit of Christ, so that Christ should be produced in us by the Spirit of Christ.

FER Letters p.308

 

 


EDITOR’S NOTE


In the May 2025 edition, the reference given for Miss Burlingham’s poem, “The Glory Shines Before Me”, was incomplete.  The poem was published in “Hymns and Spiritual Songs For the Little Flock Revised 1932 With Tunes and an Appendix Containing a Few Hymns Suitable for the Christian Household”.  The poem is Hymn 22 in the Appendix, pages 398 and 399.
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Notes


	[←1]
	  FER NS Vol.6 p.121
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