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THE MAINTENANCE OF PRIESTLY SERVICE

P. Schubert 

Daniel 1: 8, 9, 17; 2 Timothy 4: 9–11 

These scriptures give us examples of that which our brother has just spoken about. The circumstances in which these four young men lived were anything but congenial. There was, however, in them something that led their hearts to do what was right. The public position was one of breakdown. There remained no priest and no temple service. Yet what was lacking lived on in the hearts of these youths. In them there were the results of instruction which had been theirs since childhood. Now had come the occasion for bringing into expression what they had learned. 

It is a question for each of us as to how much we value what we have received and—when the opportunity comes—are we able to put it into use? As recorded in John 14 Jesus said, “He that has my commandments and keeps them; he it is that loves me”. Love comes into expression in keeping the commandments and not just knowing them. These young persons had to maintain themselves at a place far from where God had blessed His people. They suffered in their hearts and considered for the rights of God which had never been given up. 

So they had not ceased to be God’s people even in a foreign land. 

The ruler over these young men, the foreign king, had given them commands which they could not carry out. They thought, however, of the Ruler who had authority over their earthly master. In type they said—as the apostles later expressed it —“God must be obeyed rather than men”, Acts 5: 29. They certainly fulfilled their obligations, but the pleasure of God had for them the pre-eminence. There was indeed plenty in Babylon that could have influenced the hearts of the youths. They had, however, a link with God Himself, the living God, and that determined their actions. 

The king’s delicate food was prescribed for them. They knew, however, of another food. That is the important point. We become like that which we feed upon. In the book of Revelation the food of the overcomer is the tree of life and the hidden manna. It is for each of us a personal question as to what nourishes us. In the midst of a time of public breakdown the remnant comes to light and to them belong the promises and the secret provision of divine grace so as to maintain what is for God’s pleasure. 

How these young men were recompensed for remaining faithful! God gave them knowledge and understanding in all learning and wisdom. Then as the difficulties became greater, as we read in the next chapter, they gathered together to pray. How great was the power that opposed them! It was the world-power of the nations which was characterized by absolute rule. But how did they meet this power? In their prayers they called upon the power of God. 

And God answered. In 2 Corinthians 4 the apostle writes, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels ... seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up”. In these last few days we have been able to enjoy the blessing and happiness of fellowship. It is a great comfort that this has been maintained, and what help lies therein! It is a divine protection, beloved, this fellowship together. These youths brought their concerns in prayer to God, and He confirmed their position. 

Later on in this interesting book we read how much they still had to combat, how their faithfulness was proved even to death. They were exposed to the strongest elements, to fire and to the lions. But they stood, and God gave them insight in all things. For example, how fully Daniel was initiated into the ways of God with men. He received understanding in all matters. He was even shown the place that the Lord will take as Messiah. God hides from His friends nothing of what He wills to do. That characterized their behaviour and their ways. 

Before the face of these powers there appeared such a witness that ultimately the living God was acknowledged. Thus we see what faithfulness can bring about and how God acknowledges it and is able to recompense it in His ways. 

Beloved, there is amongst us much light as to God’s thoughts and that this is so shows His wonderful grace. But this has always been connected with conflict and exercise so that God could give light. The young men had become such that He could recognize them as a holy priesthood. The official position was no more. Yet they exercised real priestliness. Peter speaks of a holy priesthood, and that has to do with communion with God. Scripture also speaks of a royal priesthood which is connected with suffering and this too is seen here. We have heard during recent days about the calling and we should think about it, that God never changes His calling. In whatever circumstances we may be found, each one is to be a real priest who fills his place in God’s service and in His testimony in this world. 

I have read the passage in Timothy where we again find four persons. Paul is a prisoner but he has persons who stand by him and they are signs to us of characteristics which will go on to the 

end. There was a sad matter. Demas had forsaken him, having loved the present age. He had thus shown that his inner links with Christ were not right. Christ’s death separates us from the present course of things. We cannot go on with the brethren just outwardly. We must have a secret history with God in which our relations with Him are cherished and increasingly developed. Outwardly there is nothing attractive in this. Paul, a prisoner, at one time stood alone in responsibility, but there gathered to him such as cherished what God had brought to light—the truth of the assembly which had been made known by Paul in his ministry. In these persons we see that they took part in tribulation with Paul and that they thus gave expression to their inner affection as abiding with him. There was Mark who had forsaken him once and for whom the service had perhaps been too demanding. He went back to Jerusalem; he had not quite lost his links with that system. Paul, however, can now say to Timothy, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself”. How delightful it would have been to observe these persons, how they involved themselves with what concerned “the way” and what is still at the present time “the way”. 

We all know what departure means to us. Yet where departure is known there is opportunity to return. The apostle says, “He is serviceable to me for ministry”. It is a feature of the last time—a time of shame and difficulty—that we are able to return to what Paul has set up. 

Paul’s time, and our own, fall within the period of the fourth empire as made known to Daniel, the Roman power which raised its head here so as to bring to naught what was for God. But what is of God remains, and will remain. When we hold to it grace will be vouchsafed to us to endure and to reach the goal. We see the character of evil which stands athwart the testimony and we should 

not be surprised because Satan seeks to hinder what God wills to reach. But let us hold to what the word reveals to us so as to go on together on this way toward the glorious moment when the Lord will come to take from this scene that which is His own, for judgment will then hasten. The times of the nations approach their end and God will complete His ways, which are fixed in His purpose and counsel. In the midst of present circumstances and difficulties He will bring His own through and cause them to know His personal support. This is the most precious thing there is. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Cologne
21 June 1983 

(From ‘ Neues und Altes’) 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 1:8-17 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. [17] As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

2 Timothy 4:9-11 (JND) [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Acts 5:29 (JND) [29] But Peter answering, and the apostles, said, God must be obeyed rather than men.

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …



THE LORD’S DIRECTION

J. Renton 

John 4: 34–38; 6: 10–13; 13: 33–35; 20: 21–23; 21: 5, 6 (to “find”) It would not be necessary to emphasize in a company like this that the apostle John writes for the day in which we are—the Lord reserved John in view of writing suited to the end of the dispensation. Peter and John are mentioned at the beginning of the Acts and Peter was prominent there. John was held in reserve in view of his ministry for our own time, therefore John’s gospel is a very interesting one. John presents the Lord Jesus as doing things Himself. 

Look over the gospel carefully and you will see that the Lord commits very little to the disciples in John. Other gospels record the Lord sending out the twelve, and He instructed and commanded them. Matthew 10 is a 

whole chapter committed to the instructions the Lord gave to the twelve when they were sent out. John does not give us any such description. Luke records the Lord sending out the seventy, and again He commands them and instructs them: John does not mention anything of that kind. Other gospels tell us that the Lord sent two of His disciples to get the colt; John records that the Lord Himself found the colt—other gospels record that the Lord sent two of His disciples to prepare the passover; John records no such thing. If John wrote for the time in which we are, it is significant that he does not record these things. 

I have read of some of the directions the Lord gives to His disciples. I do not pretend to have exhausted that subject, there may be some others, but there are not many. The Lord does not give much in the way of commission to His disciples in this gospel. That is significant. I believe, dear brethren, we are living in a time when the Lord is doing things Himself. It might help us to arrive at that and look for what the Lord is doing, not necessarily to be too busy ourselves. The Lord since He rose from the dead has never relinquished the initiative, and in our time He has a certain initiative which we need to recognize, and at least desire to be with Him in what He is doing. 

In this first scripture the Lord says, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”. He says, “My food”; He does not say, ‘My will’; He does not say, ‘My mind’. Think of the Lord feeding on doing the will of Him that had sent Him. Think of the devotion of our Lord Jesus Christ; what food for our souls! That was His food. The disciples said, “Rabbi, eat” (John 4: 31); they had been away into the city to buy provisions; they missed something. They went off—I do not think under the Lord’s 

direction. I do not think the Lord would have directed twelve of them to go to buy food, one or two might have done it; they were therefore on some kind of expedition of their own choosing. If you had met them, they would say, ‘We are the Lord’s servants, on the Lord’s business’, but were they under His direction? This would be a challenge to us all. Meantime the Lord was in conversation with a woman, with a soul. The Lord was doing something but the disciples were not in it; they were ignorant of what was happening. We can be like that. 

It says, “And upon this came his disciples, and wondered that he spoke with a woman” (John 4: 27). They did not expect the Lord to speak to a woman; they would have expected the Lord, of course, to speak to them, but to a woman they did not expect. They missed this, and we too can miss what the Lord is doing at the present time, because the Lord is working, there is no doubt about it. The Lord is operating in view of His coming for His own. The disciples wondered that He spoke with a woman; “yet no one said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her?” They were not sufficiently interested to enquire as to what they were missing. Then they are concerned about the Lord eating, “Rabbi, eat”; and the Lord says, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work. Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes?” They went away to buy food, as if to say, ‘There is plenty of time; four months to harvest; we can take it easy; we can take our time’. The Lord says, “Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest”, and that is the situation now, dear brethren. It is not a question of waiting for something to happen, or waiting for a more opportune moment, the fields are ready to harvest. 

This reminds me of the ministry we had in London recently as to the extensive operations of the Lord at the present time. How we need to have our hearts enlarged as to what He is doing, and to look for evidence of what He is doing with persons at the present time. “Lift up your eyes”. He says, “Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes? … Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest”. That is the situation at the moment; the Lord is operating, in fact the great harvest, the Lord coming for all His own, is imminent. What a harvest that will be when all the dead in Christ from Abel onwards (the first to die, as far as we know, was Abel) are raised. What a harvest there is going to be, and it is about to take place; the Lord’s coming is imminent. 

The Lord here does not make too much of the disciples; it is not intended that there should be too much made of any one of us; there is only One to be exalted and that is the Lord Himself. 

He says, “I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured, others have laboured”. Is that not true at the present time? Have not others laboured, those that have gone before us, have they not laboured? “Others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours”. Let us appreciate, and benefit from, these labours; let us be available to do what He indicates in the moment in which we are. This would apply to young as well as old. When I was young I used to think there was plenty of time, and I always intended eventually to commit myself to the Lord in a full way. Every believer intends to do that; he would not be a real believer if he did not; but the tendency is to have other interests. But there is a great advantage in committing ourselves when we are young. This is the time; already the fields are white to harvest; let us be committed to the Lord Jesus and His interests down here. 

Chapter 6 provides one of the few instances where the Lord gives directions to His disciples in John’s gospel. In chapter 4 the Lord requested of the woman. He gave instructions to the man in John 9 and to persons around the grave of Lazarus in chapter 11, but not much is given to the disciples to do. It is all in view of the glorifying of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the other gospels the Lord is said to allow the disciples to distribute the food, but not here; He does it Himself; what He does allow the disciples to do is make the men sit down. This is a word for us too, “Make the men sit down”; to have relaxed conditions, not to contemplate crisis conditions. There was a crisis here, five thousand men to be fed; there are many crises in John’s gospel and they increase in intensity, but what comes to light is that there is only One who can meet each crisis, only One. Have we not experienced that in recent years? No one that I know of has come out of any conflict with any credit, it has all been for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

So here He says to them, “Make the men sit down”. We can do that, dear brethren; we can contribute to a relaxed atmosphere in our gatherings; we can contribute to a normal order of things; these people sat down in an orderly way. The disciples were permitted to do that, it was a command, “Make the men sit down”, and then the Lord operates; He only can meet the situation. Andrew did not have anything and Philip did not have anything, and Peter had nothing, but there was a little boy. Andrew says, “There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes” (John 6: 9), and the Lord uses what the little boy had; but the disciples were to make the men sit down. What do we need in all our gatherings, in our care meetings? 

Do we not need to make the men sit down, so that there is an orderly condition for the Lord to operate, to show His mind? The Lord came into the situation fully, and then He says, 

“Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost”. They are commanded to do it; they are commanded to make the men sit down, and they are commanded to gather together the fragments which are over and above. They filled twelve hand-baskets. 

You can understand these disciples filling the baskets, and every basket they filled they would be worshipping the One who had come into the situation; they would be glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in relation to every basket they filled; they would say, Another basket!  If the Lord comes into the matter not only are matters settled, but there is spoil for His glory. 

How necessary it is that we should at least desire to make room for the Lord to come into every situation that occurs in our localities. The Lord may bring us to realize that we are not able for a certain situation; it is too much for us; such a situation has existed for many years, known to all of us; we may need to make way for the Lord to come in, and not only will the matter be settled, but there will be spoil. The twelve hand-baskets were like spoil from the whole occasion; they contributed to the glory of the One who so operated, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In chapter 13 there is another word that the Lord gives the disciples. He does not ask them to do great exploits. He says, “A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another”. It was a new commandment because they were going to find themselves in new circumstances. 

They had always been accustomed to the Lord being with them; He loved them, His love kept them together; His love was sufficient for every situation when He was here with them, but He is going away, He is going to 

leave them, and His word to them is, “A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you”. I need not make much comment about that, but you can see the importance of it in the absence of our Lord Jesus Christ, the need for loving one another “as I have loved you”. They had proved His love, how in every situation He had come in and, helped them, and now all they would have, in one sense, was one another; they would no longer have the Lord with them as He had been with them, but they were to love one another—“as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”. It is the feet-washing chapter; He said earlier, “ye also ought to wash one another’s feet” (John 13: 14); this positive, practical service needs to be rendered to one another, to wash one another’s feet, to refresh one another, and love one another. This would have its own appeal to our hearts at the moment. 

Now in chapter 20 the Lord sends them out. John does not record a sending previously, as other evangelists do, but he records this sending out, “Peace be to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you”. “As the Father sent me forth”; think of the Lord Jesus being sent forth, as being with the Father, sent forth from with the Father. Paul tells us in Galatians that 

“when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son” (Galatians 4: 4), sent Him forth from the communion that He enjoyed with Him personally. That scripture speaks about the Spirit being sent out, that is the width, the scope, of the Spirit’s activities; but He sent forth His Son; “as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. And having said this, he breathed into them, and says to them. Receive the Holy Spirit—whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained”. They are trusted persons, but before He says, “whose soever sins ye remit”. and so on, He breathed into them saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit”; it is persons who are animated by His breath who can be trusted with any administration, with any acting for Him during the time of His absence; it is only thus that the Lord could trust us. 

Things come into our hands in the time of the Lord’s absence; it is a very solemn consideration that things in our localities are in our hands and the Lord’s interests can prosper in our hands or otherwise. Dare we undertake for the Lord unless we are animated by His breath? They are sent forth as He was sent forth, and He commits things into their hands, but He breathes into them; that is, all they undertake is to be in the breath of the ascending heavenly Man. We have His breath by having the Spirit because the Spirit of God is also called the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God’s Son. We have His breath, we have the wherewithal, as receiving the Spirit, to act for the Lord in the time of His absence, to do things just as He would do them if He were here. But the question would be whether we always act as animated by the breath of Jesus. How important this is! They are sent forth, they are commissioned to be like ambassadors for the absent Lord, but let us remember, dear brethren, that what is needed is His breath. His Spirit, to animate us and to govern our motives in all that is done in His name in the time of His absence. 

Now in chapter 21 the disciples, at least some of them, had gone off in their own independent way; they were not acting in the breath of Jesus; that is obvious. So where we began to read the Lord says to them, “Children, have ye anything to eat?”, and that word, “children”, means ‘little children’; it is not the same word as “children” in chapter 13; it is the diminutive; it is the same word as John uses for the little children in his family. The Lord is saying, ‘Little children, have ye anything to eat?’ Who is He addressing? He is addressing the very persons He spoke of to the Father in chapter 17 as “the men whom thou gavest me”. In the divine mind they were men, but they were acting like little children, and we can be like that. While men in the divine mind, in divine purpose, we can act like little children. There is a mild rebuke in what the Lord says here, “Children”. There was also tenderness in it. We have all been involved in this kind of thing, but the Lord said, “Have ye anything to eat?”; the Lord is concerned about food. As we said in the reading, we have light, but there is a great need of food. There is great need to feed individually, and to feed one another, to feed the brethren in our localities, to feed the young people. What was the commission to Peter? “Feed my lambs” and “Shepherd my sheep”. Shepherding would involve feeding and also teaching; I believe we have something of teaching, but there is a need of food, “Feed my lambs”, “Shepherd my sheep”, and “Feed my sheep”. This is a great food chapter. 

So He says, ‘Little children, have ye anything to eat?’ What do they say? ‘No’. Their independent move had been fruitless. The Lord gives them instructions, “Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find”. They are now acting under the Lord’s direction. What I am somewhat labouring to get at is this, that we should be on the outlook for what the Lord is indicating, to make room for what the Lord has in mind; not to have too much in mind ourselves but to be on the outlook for what the Lord is indicating. So He says here (they do not know who is speaking, they do not yet know it is the Lord), “Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find”; they acted under the Lord’s instructions and there was a great result. So the Lord says to them, “Bring of the fishes which ye have now taken”; taken under His direction. They are now in the place of contributors; they had answered Him, ‘No’; nothing to eat, but under His direction it is now, “Bring of the fishes which ye have now taken”. They saw a fire of coals there and fish laid on it, and bread; the Lord had the food supply, but He allowed them to contribute to this food supply as they acted under His direction. 

How important it is, dear brethren. We all tend to do things and say things and afterwards endeavour to justify what we have done or what we have said; but that is the wrong way round, that is surely the wrong way round. The Lord would have us act and speak under His direction. I know it is a high level; we have to overcome much to get into this line, but it is what the Lord would say to us, I am sure, in the time in which we are now at the end of this dispensation. It is John’s message for us from his gospel, from one point of view; to be sensitive, to be exercised, to see where the Lord is and what He is doing and what He is indicating. So He says, as we well know, “Come and dine”. How full is the Lord’s provision! 

I have said enough, dear brethren; I trust it is acceptable; I trust we will all benefit, for the Lord’s pleasure and glory; not for our glory, but for His glory, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dorking
9 July 1983 

 


Scripture references

John 4:34-38 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work. [35] Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes? Behold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest. [36] He that reaps receives wages and gathers fruit unto life eternal, that both he that sows and he that reaps may rejoice together. [37] For in this is [verified] the true saying, It is one who sows and another who reaps. [38] I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours.

John 6:10-13 (JND) [10] [And] Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place: the men therefore sat down, in number about five thousand. [11] And Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, distributed [them] to those that were set down; and in like manner of the small fishes as much as they would. [12] And when they had been filled, he says to his disciples, Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost. [13] They gathered [them] therefore together, and filled twelve hand-baskets full of fragments of the five barley loaves, which were over and above to those that had eaten.

John 13:33-35 (JND) [33] Children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me; and, as I said to the Jews, Where I go ye cannot come, I say to you also now. [34] A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

John 20:21-23 (JND) [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit: [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained.

John 21:5-6 (JND) [5] Jesus therefore says to them, Children, have ye anything to eat? They answered him, No. [6] And he said to them, Cast the net at the right side of the ship and ye will find. They cast therefore, and they could no longer draw it, from the multitude of fishes.

Matthew 10 (JND) [1] And having called to [him] his twelve disciples, he gave them power over unclean spirits, so that they should cast them out, and heal every disease and every bodily weakness. [2] Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the [son] of Zebedee, and John his brother; [3] Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the [son] of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, who was surnamed Thaddaeus; …

John 4:31 (JND) [31] But meanwhile the disciples asked him saying, Rabbi, eat.

John 4:27 (JND) [27] And upon this came his disciples, and wondered that he spoke with a woman; yet no one said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her?

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 6:9 (JND) [9] There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?

John 13:14 (JND) [14] If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet;

Galatians 4:4 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law,



RECOVERY TO THE BEST

R. N. Hesterman 

Isaiah 51: 1, 9–13; Malachi 3: 6–10; 1 Peter 2: 21–25 

I was affected by the reference in our hymn to the faithfulness of our Lord Jesus amid departure and how the word of God would affect us with regard to our relationships with divine Persons and our preparedness to return to the way that God has called us to, a standard which is being upheld at the present time. 

Chapter 51 of Isaiah, where we read, speaks of the remnant of Israel and I thought we could relate it to the recovery period in which we ourselves are. Verse 11 says, “So the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, and come to Zion with singing; and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads”. Those that follow after righteousness and that seek Jehovah are exhorted to “look unto the rock whence ye were hewn”. The purpose of God and His ways would come before us as we consider our present position. Are we intelligent as to how God’s purpose stands in relation to ourselves? I read from Peter’s ministry because it was to Peter that the Lord said, 

“On this rock I will build my assembly”, Matthew 16: 18. Here in Isaiah it is to Israel, “Look unto the rock whence ye were hewn”. As a type it would point to the fact that we should be able to consider ourselves as, according to the purpose of God, called into the assembly of firstborn ones, being assured of our place. 

There are many who have departed from the conscious enjoyment of this light, that is, of being part of the assembly. Peter as a recovered vessel 

would be particularly feeling in the epistle as to such as had departed, that they might be brought back. Peter speaks as to certain ones who were going astray as sheep but now had returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of their souls. The appeal over the weekend has affected one as to our communion with divine Persons. The fact that many have departed, I think, is due to their relying upon men, fearing man. And that comes into our first scripture, 

“I, even I, am he that comforteth you—who art thou, that thou fearest a man that shall die, and the son of man that shall become as grass?” 

Well, the scripture in Isaiah encourages us that there will be a recovered remnant that will return to Zion and enter into God’s thoughts for Israel. The word in Hebrews is that there were many that fell in the wilderness on account of not hearkening to the word (Hebrews 3: 17). In the present day it is important that we take account of and consider the word that comes to us in its detail. Although in the Song of Songs it is the little foxes that spoil the vines, the word of God is calculated to affect us in the details of our lives. The standard of the truth has come down to us and has been set out for us in Paul’s ministry in detail. 

To refer now to Malachi, God is appealing—“Since the days of your fathers have ye departed from my statutes, and have not kept them”. In our time it would refer to the details of the truth. The Lord speaks of His commandments in John, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14: 15). I think the key to being kept in the sphere of divine favour and the sphere of salvation is to attend to the commandments of the Lord, the details of the truth. It is when we neglect and depart from the good teaching that we tend to go astray. 

Well, one would be mindful humbly that this truth certainly bears on oneself, but the appeal at 

present is general, that there are many who have departed from the way that God has prescribed. What favour has been ours to have the gain of what has come down to us in the ministry. The turning aside has been through fear of man and the neglect of these details of the truth that are so important. In a time of recovery the appeal is to return. We carry exercises, but also have the responsibility to hold on to the truth to which we have been recovered. 

Think of Nehemiah’s time when the wall of Jerusalem was broken down. Nehemiah, with a few men, committed themselves to building the wall in chapter 2. When we reach Nehemiah 12 it says in verse 43, “And the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off”. The appeal is to return so that we may prove the salvation of our souls as Peter speaks about it in his first epistle. But it is not only that, where I read in Malachi it is, “Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing till there be no place for it”. The sphere of blessing is in taking up our assembly privileges. The assembly, as we were recently reminded, is a vessel in which God is going on with complete thoughts, thoughts as to Christ, thoughts as to His purposes and counsels, and our portion with Christ before the Father. The note to “it” (Malachi 3: 10) is ‘a blessing, to superabundance’. One is affected, and may we all be rightly affected by the current departure. 

Persons are really not taking part in the superabundance of blessing because they have diverted from the statutes of faith, from the details of Paul’s ministry. One thing leads to another; distance comes in as we neglect the features of the truth that are so precious and important in the Lord’s mind. Our communion with divine Persons is thus dimmed. 

So it is not a return to a place first, but it is a return to God, to Jehovah, verse 7—“Return unto me, and I will return unto you”. As we respond to God’s word the fear of man is removed and we have God before us. God delights as He is thus provided with the basis to draw near to us. He would come in faithfully and give us to know consciously that nearness. 

A sphere of blessing is our portion and we are caused to find our place in it. May we have every fear of man, and every obstacle, removed and move towards God so that He may come in from His side to lead us into the place where we may enjoy those blessings that He has in mind for us. 

I just want to refer to Peter briefly. John at the end of his gospel relates how Peter was fully restored. He becomes a shepherd and a teacher. But I think we can view Peter as an example and as a comfort to our souls with regard to recovery in the practical working out of it. Peter had to go a certain route in order to be fully restored, and he is sure to lead you to the right Person and the right place. He says, “Ye ... have now returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls”. So may we find our strength in the true Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ. All our blessings are centred in Christ and He is the key to our present joy and salvation. Not only is our eternal destiny secured in Christ, but as we answer to the Lord’s word and frequent His presence we prove that He is the Overseer of our souls, as Peter tells us. That must have been his experience. The need for the salvation of our souls was brought to our attention recently and Peter would point to the assembly, such a sphere of safety. The assembly is where God finds His return, where we are offering spiritual sacrifices, as in the earlier part of the chapter, 

“Acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2: 5). It is according to God’s great purpose that we might be brought into this service of offering spiritual sacrifices to Himself. 

Today things outwardly are declining, but while there may be a general departure in Christendom we can see, as in the remnant of Israel, that God will have the final say. He will bring persons into blessing and the light of His thoughts for them. May we respond now so that we may come into the enjoyment and gain of it all. It is not only in the future that God will bring all to fruition, but I believe it is at the present time, as at the end of Luke, “They ... 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”. The final thought and objective in returning is that we return to give God glory. One cleansed leper out of the ten in Luke 17 returned to give glory to God. Well, may we also prove that there is salvation in returning to God, returning to the truth as it has been laid down in detail. There is also a place for us and a service that we ought to be engaged with, giving God what is rightfully due to Him. May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
26 April 1983 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 51:1-13 (JND) [1] Hearken unto me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek Jehovah: look unto the rock [whence] ye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit [whence] ye were digged. [2] Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bore you; for I called him when he was alone, and blessed him, and multiplied him. [3] For Jehovah shall comfort Zion, he shall comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of Jehovah: gladness and joy shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of song. [4] Listen unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will establish my judgment for a light of the peoples. [5] My righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the peoples: the isles shall wait for me, and in mine arm shall they trust. [6] Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall grow old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner; but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. [7] Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of men, and be not afraid of their revilings. [8] For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool; but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation. [9] Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of Jehovah; awake, as in the days of old, [as in] the generations of passed ages. Is it not thou that hath hewn Rahab in pieces, [and] pierced the monster? [10] Is it not thou that dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; that made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over? [11] So the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, and come to Zion with singing; and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy; sorrow and sighing shall flee away. [12] I, [even] I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou fearest a man that shall die, and the son of man that shall become as grass; …

Malachi 3:6-10 (JND) [6] For I Jehovah change not, and ye, sons of Jacob, are not consumed. [7] Since the days of your fathers have ye departed from my statutes, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye say, Wherein shall we return? [8] Will a man rob God? But ye rob me. And ye say, Wherein do we rob thee? [In] tithes and heave-offerings. [9] Ye are cursed with a curse; and me ye rob, [even] this whole nation. [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

1 Peter 2:21-25 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps: [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously; [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed. [25] For ye were going astray as sheep, but have now returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls.

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Hebrews 3:17 (JND) [17] And with whom was he wroth forty years? [Was it] not with those who had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?

Hebrews 3:17 (JND) [17] And with whom was he wroth forty years? [Was it] not with those who had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?

John 14:15 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Nehemiah 12 (JND) [1] And these are the priests and the Levites that went up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, [2] Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, [3] Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, …

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

1 Peter 2:5 (JND) [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Luke 17 (JND) [1] And he said to his disciples, It cannot be but that offences come, but woe [to him] by whom they come! [2] It would be [more] profitable for him if a millstone were hanged about his neck and he cast into the sea, than that he should be a snare to one of these little ones. [3] Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother should sin, rebuke him; and if he should repent, forgive him. …



FAITHFUL CONTINUANCE

T. E. Druckenmiller 

Daniel 1: 8, 9, 11, 17; 3: 27; 6: 20–22 

Our brother has spoken of recovery and return; that would be one side of the present moment; the other side would be faithfulness to God on the part of many who would seek to consider for the rights of Christ. It would, I suppose, be expressed in the feature of the overcomer which we had in our song; God is looking for overcomers. In Daniel’s day it was captivity, but in the presence of captivity it was the maintenance of faithfulness and the maintenance of the divine standard of the truth on the part of just a few; just Daniel and three companions it would appear. There may have been others, as we get in other books—Esther and Mordecai and such—but here in Daniel it would appear that it comes down to Daniel and his three companions. But later it was just Daniel himself, and so I believe it is with us today; it really comes down to the individual; are you, am I, prepared to be for the Lord in the midst of what is crooked and perverse? One often thinks of Mr. Taylor’s word, ‘Whatever others may do, think, or say, my obligation is to do what is right’ (Vol. 85. p.406). It puts the onus upon us each as individuals. 

What made one think of this was our brother’s reference in Isaiah to being for God and not being ensnared by man; “The fear of man bringeth a snare”, Proverbs 29: 25. It is that line of things that has overcome many, and I suppose if we look at our histories we would have to say it has overcome us ourselves. But through mercy God would help us. We need to be priestly. One looked over the page in Malachi and saw that verse as to Levi, “He walked with me”, Malachi 2: 6. Oh think of God saying of that man, Levi, “He walked with me ... and he turned many from iniquity”. It shows it comes down to the individual and simple abiding faithfulness—“He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity”. What a wonderful word that is! I believe Daniel was that kind of man; he walked with God and he walked in uprightness, and some of the features that are seen in him we might just look at quickly. 

Firstly there was the desire not to be polluted by the king’s delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. And God granted Daniel favour. Oh how we need to count upon God in days of departure and sorrow, but beloved brethren let us be assured that we can count upon God. 

The history of the beloved apostle Paul’s testimony shows us this, and there are the faithful men that he drew attention to in the epistle to Timothy; he said, “These (things) entrust to faithful men, such as shall ... instruct others also”, 2 Timothy 2: 2. If we look through the recovery of the truth there have been faithful men and they have instructed others also. The test would be, am I a person that can be instructed? can I be taught of God? That is a feature of these men; it says in verse 17, “God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams”; God gave it to them. That, I believe, is what God will give to the overcomer. Oh let us be encouraged, beloved brethren, in smallness and insignificance, in a place like this, or wherever it might be, let us encourage ourselves in God, as David did in a time of distress in Jehovah his God (1 Samuel 30: 6), and be strengthened to go on in confidence in our God. 

One just wanted to draw attention to these two touches, first the fire, which I suppose would be the effect of what man would seek to do. It was Nebuchadnezzar who commanded that the fire be made seven times hotter. He was infuriated, as a king might be, a man of authority, but that is all Satan can do. The Lord speaks of such—“Be not afraid of those who kill the body ... but fear rather him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”, Matthew 10: 28. 

That is another kind of fire that is from God. This fire is from man; it is the worst that man can think to do, and yet it says of these men, “upon whose bodies the fire had had no power, 

nor was the hair of their head singed, neither were their hosen changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them”. Oh let us think of that, “the fire had had no power”. The other touch is that the lions’ mouths could not touch Daniel. It is the result of men of faith, that the power of men, the worst that men could bring against them, had no power. 

Let us be encouraged, beloved brethren, tonight to trust in God and to go forward maintaining the principles that govern the house of God, maintaining the truth and holding to what is for God, and then see how God comes in. We need to be strengthened in this way. We can see how God came in for these men—how wonderful it was. And as the book proceeds we see how Daniel continued to the reign of Cyrus. Cyrus is a foreshadowing of Christ, and it is a suggestion really of continuing to Christ (see J. Taylor Vol.33, p.366). We want to think of what continues, what will prevail; it is what is priestly, what is princely, and what is in accord with the mind of God. 

Just those few comments, beloved brethren; let us be encouraged and stimulated. Think of how the king came to Daniel; he knew it was not right that Daniel should be put there, but he just could not help himself once he had signed the decree and gone along with these wicked men; but he too had some sense of God’s intervention, and how thrilled he must have been to hear the voice of Daniel saying to him, “O king, live for ever!”. How the sound of that must have thrilled that king’s heart! Daniel said, “My God hath sent his angel”. Is his God your God? Is He my God? Paul could say, “An angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me”, Acts 27: 23. We are in days, beloved brethren, when we want to know God and we want to walk with Him. We had a touch as to walking by the Spirit, and if we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit (Galatians 5: 25). Let us prove our God in these times of pressure and testing. Whatever may betide let us go on with our God and prove how near He will be in times of distress and pressure that may come upon us testimonially. Let us think for God’s rights and think for the glory of His name, and seek that the Lord Jesus may be honoured and that thus He will be free to come and manifest Himself to us. It will help us in view of what our brother referred to as to recovery and turning many from iniquity; there is a need for that today. May we be strengthened in having withdrawn from iniquity to maintain the divine standard of the truth by the pursuit of righteousness, faith, love and peace with those that call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2 

Timothy 2: 22), for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
26 April 1983 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 1:8-17 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. [17] As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

Daniel 3:27 (JND) [27] And the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had had no power, nor was the hair of their head singed, neither were their hosen changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them.

Daniel 6:20-22 (JND) [20] And when he came near unto the den, he cried with a mournful voice unto Daniel: the king spoke and said unto Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, hath thy God whom thou servest continually been able to save thee from the lions? [21] Then Daniel spoke unto the king, O king, live for ever! [22] My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me; forasmuch as before him innocence was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.

Proverbs 29:25 (JND) [25] The fear of man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his confidence in Jehovah is protected.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 2:6 (JND) [6] The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

1 Samuel 30:6 (JND) [6] And David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of stoning him; for the soul of all the people was embittered, every man because of his sons and because of his daughters; but David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God.

Matthew 10:28 (JND) [28] And be not afraid of those who kill the body, but cannot kill the soul; but fear rather him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Acts 27:23 (JND) [23] For an angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me this night,

Galatians 5:25 (JND) [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit.



EXTRACT

I only know people who stand in relation to Christ. I do not cultivate acquaintance with people after the flesh. I have often said I have no friends. I do not try to cultivate them. The spring of everything with us is that we stand in relation to the centre and we love those who stand in relation to the centre. We have no cliques. We love one another, because every one in the circle stands equally related to the centre. That is the ground of affection ... I do not care to go into a house where there is a clique. It is a thing to be avoided among us. It is not according to the truth of the circle. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 17, p.295) 
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