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WHAT IS OUR LIFE?

T. D. Beveridge 

Philippians 1: 21–30; Titus 2: 11–15; Colossians 3: 1–4 

I would like to speak about our lives. All of us here in this room are alive, we are living, we are breathing, we are all alive. I would like to speak about living things. One of the things I remember about Mr. Peter Grant of Dundee, he used to speak about a ‘living God and a living system’. Dear friends, we have to do with a living God and He is interested in our lives, how we are living our lives. 

I suppose we are all interested in our own lives, how we are living them. We read of the beloved apostle Paul, and he says “For for me to live is Christ”. What a thing to be able to say! Why are you living, dear brother, dear sister? is it because of material things, maybe your house, your business, your family or other things? Is that the object in your life? I think God is speaking to us about these things to find out if Christ is our object. 

There are certain persons in the Old Testament who are very interesting, one is Ruth, a young woman, and another is Ittai, a soldier, and one of the things that happened in the lives of these persons was that there was a change brought about in the circumstances in which they were living. In Ruth’s case a woman called Naomi, who was her mother-in-law, made a move from where she was. Her life had been in Moab, she had married and her husband Elimelech had died. On account of what she had heard, Naomi was going to move away, and Ruth and Orpah, her daughters-in-law (whose husbands had also died) initially said they would set off with Naomi to return to her own people; so that meant a big change in their lives. If you have lived in a place for a long time and decide to move away that is going to make a big change in your life. If you move house that is a big change in your life, and these two women decided to go with Naomi, but one, after Naomi’s appeal, turned back. But the other, Ruth, clave to Naomi. She made that decision. The three of them were together and it says, “And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods—return after thy sister-in-law. And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge—thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. And they two went until they came to Bethlehem”, Ruth 1: 14–19. What I want to bring out is that that was going to be a change in that young woman’s life. Has there been a change in your life, or do you still live the same way as you have always done? 

Ittai was a servant of David’s, and David said to him, You do not need to stay with me, you can go away but he committed himself wholeheartedly to David (see 2 Samuel 15: 19–22). What I would like to say about these two persons is they were wholehearted and they were deliberate. Dear brethren, we have reached a time for being deliberate about where we are, if we are committed. If we are half-hearted God knows that, but He wants us to be deliberate in our lives and in our committals. So Paul says, “For for me to live is Christ, and to die gain”. But then he goes on to speak about being pressed for the desire for departure and being with Christ. That is a very real thing when persons come to that point in their lives. We spoke about our elder brethren. Maybe they have come to the point where they think about departure to be with Christ, a real thing in the life of a believer, to be looking for departure to be with Christ. In Luke 9: 28–31, when the disciples were on the mountain with the Lord Jesus, Moses and Elias spoke about His departure that He was about to accomplish in Jerusalem. But I am speaking about our lives, human lives, as the days pass by. One of the things the psalmist says about our lives as the time passes by is “teach us to number our days”, Psalm 90: 12. That is the days of our human life, this frail mortal condition in which we are, “that we may acquire a wise heart”. My friend, I speak to the younger brethren. Do you have a wise heart about what you are doing day by day? The blessed God takes account of our days. We spoke in the reading of “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”, Psalm 116: 15. He takes account of every detail of your life and my life, even the hairs of our head being numbered. What a God He is and He is interested in our lives. 

So Paul says that he would remain with them. “I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, for it is very much better, but remaining in the flesh is more necessary for your sakes”. Being at burials of the beloved saints, there are natural ties that have been broken, they are real, natural ties are real. We are not born spiritual, we are born natural, “But that which is spiritual was not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual”, 1 Corinthians 15: 46. During this human life we begin to realise how brief it is. Some of us as we get a bit older realise the brevity of it, and as in it the apostle is speaking here of departure. It speaks in Joshua of the priests’ feet coming to the edge of the Jordan, looking at the Jordan is a type of death. What a thing that is in your experience to realise, and it will apply to all of us if the Lord does not come, even if you are a young boy or a young girl. We are looking for the Lord Jesus to come, we are looking for the rapture and, who knows how soon that actual event will take place. We trust that it will be very soon, we are looking for that. The Father knows the time, and Christ is ready to come Himself. He will come with an assembling shout, but the apostle speaks here about departure and he says “it is very much better”. We like things in this life that are better; we like better things in the house, or better clothing, all the natural things that we like; perhaps we would like to get a bigger house, a bigger car, all these things appeal to us. All that I would like to say about that verse of scripture is that Paul is speaking about living, “For for me to live is Christ”. 

I come to the section in Titus. It has been said that there is no place for long addresses. You want something brief and effective that will affect those who hear, so that the word is taken on. In this section in Titus, it says, “For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared”; what a thing the grace of God is, breaking down a man’s heart. The apostle Paul, remarkable man that he was, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, a Pharisee and so on, getting letters to authorise putting those of the way to death, witnessing the death of Stephen, what things he must have seen. But then the Lord spoke to him and came into his life. God is ready to come into your life. We try to get away from God; have you ever tried to get away? You did not want to come to the meetings, you did not want to be amongst the brethren. You wanted to go out into the world and really enjoy yourself. It does not say there is no pleasure in sin, it says “the temporary pleasure of sin”, Hebrews 11: 25. The things I would seek to engage every heart with are the eternal matters; you have a soul and you have a God to do with, and you have to do with Him about eternal matters while you are in this frail human life. This is not the gospel, but there is an opportunity now for you, if you are disturbed about things, to put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and come to know something of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It says, “For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly”. This is a time for living soberly and then he says “justly, and piously”. We spoke about moral features in the reading; these are lovely moral features, so that “we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things”. What would you say about the “present course of things” in this world?—the turmoil in the Middle East, dangers and storms in the west, what turmoil and chaotic conditions there are now in this world. Thank God for the scripture, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Hebrews 13: 8. What a Person the Lord Jesus is! The blessed God who is above all these disturbing conditions amongst men, which affect the lives of men and women and boys and girls, is here speaking of living in these conditions “soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things”. I trust all here have a link with the Lord Jesus, have known something about the grace of God in the preaching of the word of God, have come under the shelter of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus, and are awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. I know first of all there will be the rapture, and that is what is really in the hearts of the saints, the coming of the Lord Jesus for His own. What a moment that will be, dear brethren! I have referred to the background in the world, not that that is exactly a guide to this, but we can see the heading up of things, and in the midst of that, as believers, we are waiting for the Lord Jesus to come to take His own to be with Himself, and then after that there will be His appearing gloriously to this sad sin-stricken world. The Lord Jesus will appear and His reign over a millennial period, how wonderful it will be! 

Now we are “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works”. I suppose in some way, to the man in the street, the saints seem peculiar in the things that are their interests. We are not of this world. The things in this world are passing. Do you believe that, dear brother, dear sister? Do you believe that the things in this world are passing? Time is interesting, how much time a man will spend in his life without God. It says, “having no hope, and without God in the world”, Ephesians 2: 12. If you have only got hope in the things that you can see and the things that you are surrounding yourself with there is misery attached to that. “The things that are seen are for a time, but those that are not seen are eternal”, 2 Corinthians 4: 18. Have you seen by faith the unseen things? God would speak to you about them, they are to be seen in the Lord Jesus. Peter says of the Lord Jesus, “whom, having not seen, ye love”, 1 Peter 1: 8. I have never seen the Lord Jesus actually; I look forward to seeing Him. None of us here has seen Him, but He is coming again and He will be seen; we will look upon Him in all His beauty and His body of glory. What a matter that will be! He is in His body of glory now. I think it has been said, when He comes at the Supper He comes to us from glory. The blessed Lord Jesus; how wonderful that is, we are awaiting Him. And then he goes on here to say, “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us”. What giving there has been on the divine side that we might be blessed in this brief span of human life, that we come to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to be here for Him as “a peculiar people, zealous for good works. These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority”. 

We spoke about Timothy as Paul’s beloved child; this young man is referred to as his own child, “to Titus, my own child”, Titus 1: 4. What a job he had to do. He had to go to these Cretans who are described as liars, evil wild beasts, lazy gluttons; he had to go into these difficult circumstances and convey the grace of the Lord Jesus. What an appeal, even to the most undeserving people, God is conveying the thought of His wonderful grace, the grace of God carrying with it salvation. How great the salvation of God is affecting persons in their lives. I am concerned about this in our life span. I do not know what your main object in life is. You get older and you realise that you have to begin to change your thinking. At least I have. When you are young everything is lying ahead of you, all the things you can go in for and indulge in, filling your gaze. O friend, the brevity of human life! I am thinking of the young sister of eighteen who is very seriously ill. I remember a young man of about my own age being taken, and that was a loud voice. God can speak in the death of the saints. O my friend, do not trifle with your soul or with your life. 

God would have to do with you. What an appeal there is in this world to draw you, to take your time. Satan is doing that at the present time. He is taking up men’s time; the power in technology that is available now is absorbing men’s time so much that they have not time to think about the reality of life. O have to do with God now about your soul, your never-dying soul, have to do with Him in your life, come by way of repentance and faith, and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, this One who has shown His grace in going to Calvary’s cross, His precious blood being shed in order that you can be saved, so that you can be found here in your lifetime faithful to Him. There will not be any opportunity after the Lord comes. Those who believe on Him will be with Him in conditions of glory and like Him. Are you ready for that, dear friend, for Him to come now, or are there things on the earth that would still hold on to you in your circumstances? How real they are, the pull of earth, the seductive power of the world. Satan, it says, was more crafty than any animal of the field, and he knows my weakness and he knows your weakness, dear friend, and if he sees something that attracts you he will push you to go that way. There may be something that is dominating your life and taking up your time, when maybe you could have been with the brethren. 

Sometimes our weeknight meetings are not attended too well. Now I do not want to be legal in speaking about these things but the demands of business can override our committal to the Lord. Mr. James Taylor said at one time that he had the feeling that the businesses of the brethren were standing in the way and the testimony suffered (JT  Vol. 25, p.49). It may be that business or studying or other things are hindrances to meeting with the brethren. What I would like to say is that time is valuable in your life. It says, “what is your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing”, James 4: 14. You have seen a kettle boiling, you see the steam, there it is and then it is away. Like the “threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years”, how brief it is and the psalmist says, “that we may acquire a wise heart”, Psalm 90: 10, 12. I feel burdened as to the matter of life, dear brethren, the brevity of it, and it also says, “For a thousand years, in thy sight, are as yesterday when it is past” (Psalm 90: 4). “For all our days pass away in thy wrath—we spend our years as a passing thought. The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psalm 90: 9, 10). “So teach us to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart”. If we are ten or twelve you think you have fifty, sixty, seventy years ahead of you but the psalmist says here, “teach us to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart”. I think we need a wise heart in this life. Remember the man who had the barns and his business was really booming and he said, What shall I do? I will pull them down and I will build bigger ones to lay up many years ahead, but what was the word? “Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee”, Luke 12: 20. What I want to illustrate from this is that Satan would occupy you with things here, whereas the things that we have to do with are eternal, and they are worth going in for in this short span of life that we have now. 

Now we come to Colossians 3, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God—have your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth; for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God”. What do I know about that by way of experience? It says, “ye have died” and yet we are all sitting here alive. It refers to what is moral, having died to things that are on the earth. Do they still have some pull? They have a pull, things of the earth; I know that in my own heart, but then he goes on to say “When the Christ is manifested who is our life”—who is our life is not future, if a thing is it means that it exists. So it says “When the Christ is manifested who is our life”. It links on in my mind with the first scripture I read. Is Christ our life or are the things of the earth? I take this word to myself, is Christ my life? There are features of Christ to be seen in the saints and you can feed on that; but in the short span of a man’s life, decisions have to be made. There are things that are drawing us one way perhaps, and the need is at this time to make sure that you know something in your life, that you have died and your life is hid with the Christ in God. I would that I could speak more feelingly and powerfully of such an experience. 

Think of Paul being caught up into paradise, that he kept for fourteen years, an experience that he had had of being caught up and had heard things that he was not able to utter in this condition that we are in, what things he knew (see 2 Corinthians 12: 1–4). O dear brethren, there are things that can be known by the Spirit; faith and the Spirit can give us to touch things that properly speaking are outside of this condition. I do not want to be fanciful in what I am saying, but there are things that can be known in the Christian company as gathered together, that we can know in the power of the Spirit, and enjoy things that properly speaking are outside of this weak frail mortal condition. Now I cannot say that I know much about it but I expect many here have had experiences of the presence of the Lord Jesus. One who is beyond death now, a glorious living Saviour, One we can have a touch from. How great these things are! 

May they absorb our hearts, dear brethren, and may the word affect us in our lives here. Maybe there will be a change in me and my locality, and be more committed to Christ and more committed to the saints and in our practical walk. The saints know how I am, the saints know how you are, they know what your prime interests in life are, what my prime interests are, I trust they do, that it is Christ, one object. You remember the old story of the poor woman in an attic in London. Someone went to see her and wanted to help her with something and she said, ‘I have Christ, what want I more?’. 

Dear brethren, Christ is sufficient. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
27 August 2011 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 1:21-30 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain; [22] but if to live in flesh [is my lot], this is for me worth the while: and what I shall choose I cannot tell. [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better, [24] but remaining in the flesh [is] more necessary for your sakes; [25] and having confidence of this, I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all, for your progress and joy in faith; [26] that your boasting may abound in Christ Jesus through me by my presence again with you. [27] Only conduct yourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ, in order that whether coming and seeing you, or absent, I may hear of what concerns you, that ye stand firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings; [28] and not frightened in anything by the opposers, which is to them a demonstration of destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God; [29] because to you has been given, as regards Christ, not only the believing on him but the suffering for him also, [30] having the same conflict which ye have seen in me, and now hear of in me.

Titus 2:11-15 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works. [15] These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise thee.

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Ruth 1:14-19 (JND) [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?

2 Samuel 15:19-22 (JND) [19] And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou [dwellest]. [20] Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. [22] And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him.

Luke 9:28-31 (JND) [28] And it came to pass after these words, about eight days, that taking Peter and John and James he went up into a mountain to pray. [29] And as he prayed the fashion of his countenance became different and his raiment white [and] effulgent. [30] And lo, two men talked with him, who were Moses and Elias, [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.

Psalms 90:12 (JND) [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

1 Corinthians 15:46 (JND) [46] But that which is spiritual [was] not first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual:

Hebrews 11:25 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin;

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Ephesians 2:12 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

2 Corinthians 4:18 (JND) [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

1 Peter 1:8 (JND) [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory,

Titus 1:4 (JND) [4] to Titus, my own child according to [the] faith common [to us]: Grace and peace from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Saviour.

James 4:14 (JND) [14] ye who do not know what will be on the morrow, ([for] what [is] your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing,)

Psalms 90:10-12 (JND) [10] The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. [11] Who knoweth the power of thine anger? and thy wrath according to the fear of thee? [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

Psalms 90:4 (JND) [4] For a thousand years, in thy sight, are as yesterday when it is past, and [as] a watch in the night.

Psalms 90:9-10 (JND) [9] For all our days pass away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a [passing] thought. [10] The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years, yet their pride is labour and vanity, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

Luke 12:20 (JND) [20] But God said to him, Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; and whose shall be what thou hast prepared?

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (JND) [1] Well, it is not of profit to me to boast, for I will come to visions and revelations of [the] Lord. [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven. [3] And I know such a man, (whether in [the] body or out of the body I know not, God knows;) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.



PERSONS AVAILABLE FOR THE MASTER’S USE

D. J. Wright 

Luke 2: 8–20, 25–38; 10: 38–42; Acts 16: 6–10;  2 Timothy 2: 20, 21; 4: 9–11 

I would seek help from the Lord to say something about availability to the Lord Jesus, being a vessel fit for the Master’s use. In reading these scriptures I would like to show that with all these persons that were available to the Lord, there were moral characteristics that marked them. 

Firstly there were these shepherds, they were “abiding without, and keeping watch by night over their flock”. The occupation of a shepherd is of intense interest to heaven. We see that some of those that God used distinctly in the Old Testament, were marked by it. Moses for example, for forty years he tended his father-in-law’s flock in the backside of the desert. And David too was a shepherd. He was not even invited to that meeting in 1 Samuel 16, when a king was to be anointed to replace Saul. But we are told that he was a shepherd; caring for others, unselfish service. Heaven took account of it, and heaven took account of these shepherds and they were vessels therefore, that heaven could communicate with. “And lo, an angel of the Lord was there by them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they feared with great fear”. But they were about to receive a message from heaven that was very, very, important in view of a babe that had been born in David’s city. “Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; for today a Saviour has been born to you in David’s city, who is Christ the Lord”. I wonder whether we ponder the greatness of this event, that One a divine Person, actually took the stoop into manhood as a babe; One who was God overall blessed forever, yet He came into flesh and blood condition. O wonder of the incarnation! But He never ceased to be what He was by reason of what He became, but was perfect in what He became. Luke presents the Lord Jesus to us as a dependent Man; the emphasis now on this babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes lying in a manger, emphasises the feature of dependence. There is nothing so helpless in that way as a newborn babe. Everything has to be done for it; the Lord of glory came in in such a way. There were those who were waiting for the Messiah, but because the Lord Jesus came in this way they missed Him. I think that they would have thought that He would have come in pomp and ceremony, but He came as a lowly babe; wonder of the universe! 

Luke also presents to us the Lord Jesus as a praying man; One that was dependent. And these shepherds were told as to the greatness of the personage that was born that day in David’s city. Now the Lord Jesus came into David’s city, and the previous section in this chapter tells us that there was no room for them in the inn; no room for that kind of man that was so delightful to heaven. But the shepherds were apart from all that was proceeding in David’s city. There was the census, the place was packed with people, and I doubt not they had their inns and their entertainments; but the shepherds were apart from it, so that they were persons with whom heaven could communicate in relation to the greatness of the Babe that was there. The shepherds were not content just to be told as to the Saviour that had been born, but it says “it came to pass, as the angels departed from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another. Let us make our way then now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us”; they were interested, they followed it up, they wanted to witness it for themselves, and they came with haste. The King’s business requires haste, “and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger”; what a spectacle for them! But everything was in the way of confirmation of what the angel had told them. Heaven was astir in relation to the news that a Saviour had been born. But it says “having seen it they made known about the country the thing which had been said to them concerning this child”, that is they were a testimony to it. Their testimony was definite because they had witnessed it, not only what had been said from heaven by the angel, but what they witnessed themselves; they were available. But then it says, “the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all things which they had heard and seen, as it had been said to them”. So they not only had part in testimony, but they had part in what was God-ward, “glorifying and praising God for all things which they had heard and seen”. Now these shepherds were selected in a definite way by heaven to receive this communication. There were certain moral characteristics that marked them, and therefore they were available. 

Now in Simeon we see another person who was available. And the first thing that is said about him is that he was “just and pious” and then it says “the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit”. You get an impression, dear brethren, of a man here who lived close to heaven. We read in the end of Malachi that those who feared Jehovah spoke often one to another (Malachi 3: 16), and I believe Simeon and Anna were two of those persons. This scripture gives us a key to what they spoke of when they were together; they spoke of Christ, they were waiting for Him to come. Now we are at the end of the dispensation and we are waiting for Christ, and as together today we enjoy speaking about Him. Perhaps we could speak about Him a little more often in the home, it would help I think to elevate the level of the fellowship. He is the centre, He is our bond, we are drawn together because we all love Him, and I think the more He is in our hearts, the more we would speak of Him. But Simeon “came in the Spirit into the temple”, such a person was available to receive divine communication. I wonder how I or you may be, in coming to a meeting like this, come in the Spirit. If we do the Spirit is free. So when the Lord Jesus appeared, the Babe came in, Simeon had no doubts as to who He was, he says, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace”. He was fully satisfied that he had seen the Lord’s salvation and that now he could depart. He blessed Him in his arms. What a person Simeon was, he was for the magnification of this One, this holy Babe. 

He looked upon that child, and he now saw that all the promises of God were in that child. “In him”, it says, “is the yea, and in him the amen”, 2 Corinthians 1: 20. I would suggest that this is the “yea”, in coming into manhood and the “amen” was when He was received in glory, bright up there, as having accomplished everything to God’s full satisfaction. Everything for God was encased in this glorious Man. Simeon could go now in peace because he knew that everything for God would be accomplished in that Person. He speaks of Him as “a light for revelation of the Gentiles”, what light he had. Looking forward to the time when the Lord Jesus “came to his own, and his own received him not” (John 1: 11), in fact He was crucified. But through the rejection by His own of Him the gospel has reached the Gentiles, including you and me; what a wonderful thing that is, “a light for revelation of the Gentiles”. Then he says, “Lo, this child is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel” pointing on to the fact that this blessed man would be the test to every man. We see that in the gospels, how He became the test to every man and it is still the case. Things come up sometimes; the issue is in relation to the Person of the Lord Jesus. 

And then there was Anna. She is spoken of as a prophetess, but she “did not depart from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers”, there was total devotion to God— another moral characteristic that heaven took account of, and therefore she was a vessel that could praise Him and speak of Him to those who waited for redemption. What impressions she must have had, what devotion is seen in this woman. So that it says, “she coming up the same hour gave praise to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem”. What a place He must have had in her affections. No doubt the circle of things was rather small at the end of Malachi, and these two persons among them, but heaven took account of them. In fact it says “Jehovah observed it”, Malachi 3: 16. Such vessels could be used in relation to the greatness of the testimony, that the Lord Jesus had come in this way into manhood. 

Now in chapter 10, I would like to speak of Mary as one whose ear was available. Now we come together today with the express purpose of hearing His word. Is my ear available? Is your ear available? The Lord came into Martha’s house, “a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house”. Martha was one that loved the Lord. She was prepared to be hospitable to Him, but the same Martha speaks disrespectfully, not only of Mary but of the Lord Himself. Her ear was not available. She was agitated, she was not a vessel fit for the Master’s use, because her ear was not available; but Mary’s ear was available. Mary had sat down at the feet of Jesus and “was listening to his word”. That word ‘listening’ I think is important. It is not only that you might hear something, and it goes over your head, but she was listening to His word, she was taking it in. Like Paul and Silas in the prison, “the prisoners listened to them” (Acts 16: 25), there was moral power there that caused those persons to listen to what they were saying. Mary chose the good part; that was listening to His word, that is open to each one of us. But is your ear available? Martha says, “Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me”, but the Lord defended Mary, it gives you some impression of how he appreciated Mary. “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things”. I find I can be like that at times at the expense of hearing His word; but Mary was restful. If your ear is available to the Lord it must be in restfulness, a restful spirit. “Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”, that part is available to you and me, but we have to make the choice; she “has chosen the good part”. It was something definite that she took up; let our ears be available to the Lord Jesus. 

Now in Acts 16, it was a very critical juncture in the testimony. As a result of this the testimony came into Europe, and what I want to point out as to the apostle Paul is the sensitive relationships he had with the Holy Spirit. They were ingredients that were necessary at such a time. Now the Lord Himself could have told Paul directly, to go to Macedonia, but He did not do that. Circumstances arose whereby they had the experience of being forbidden “by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia” and then they “attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them”. What sensitiveness that was. He might have in self-will gone anyway, but it would not have been fruitful, and he would not have been a vessel fit for the Master’s use. But then he has this vision, “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night—There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us”. Paul was available. “And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings”. The glad tidings came to Europe and they have remained in these parts right down to the present day. Now it is probably about two thousand years since this took place, and the glad tidings has come into Europe, and it is still here. It was a result of Paul, great apostle as he was, being sensitive in relation to the movements of the testimony. Sadly in the day in which we are, it is an area where light has long been, but where the clouds of apostasy are sweeping in; nevertheless in such a dark day the testimony of the glad tidings is still in Europe. 

You might say, Well Paul was a distinct vessel, and so he was, the Lord told Ananias “Go, for this man is an elect vessel to me” (Acts 9: 15), and He also told him “how much he must suffer for my name”. The entry to Europe involved suffering for Paul, but Paul was one who saw the light, a light out of heaven. In chapter 22 of Acts he says “a great light” (Acts 22: 6), in chapter 26 before Agrippa it is “a light above the brightness of the sun” (Acts 26: 13). We cannot take in, in a natural way, anything brighter than the noonday sun, but the effect of that light in his soul became even brighter. And this morning at home we were reading Isaiah 6, where God says “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? And I said. Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6: 8), but before that at the beginning of the chapter it says “In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple” (Isaiah 6: 1); he saw the glory. Now the prophecy that he was given was not a popular one, but he had seen the glory. He had seen the light, just as the apostle Paul did, the apostle of the Gentiles, the one who was given to complete the word of God (see Colossians 1: 25). 

So as we see how things proceed in chapter 16; that the glad tidings enter into Philippi, that there was certain assembly material produced and found, which is essential to the fulfilling of the ministry that was given to Paul. He was given the ministry of the gospel and the ministry of the assembly; he was the former of assemblies. Lydia came to light, one “whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul” (Acts 16: 14). But where was the man? And then Paul and Silas find themselves in prison, but he had that vision, and this is the place where they went under divine direction. It involves suffering for them, their backs bleeding, and feet in the stocks, but they “were praising God with singing” (Acts 16: 25). Then there was the earthquake and the jailor was secured. Most unlikely material you say, and I would have to say so am I, most unlikely material, but He secured him and his house for the working out of the truth as it came into Europe, involving not only the glad tidings, but the truth of the assembly and the securing of assembly material; Paul was available for this. He concluded that that is where he should go. The sensitive relationships with the Holy Spirit made him morally suitable for the carrying out of this great event when the testimony went westward. 

In the second epistle to Timothy, you might say, Well Paul was an apostle, and there are no apostles today. But in 2 Timothy days, in a day of public breakdown and ruin, to be a vessel fit for the Master’s use, does not involve gift; you do not have to be an apostle, you just have to be faithful, and that is open to each one of us. Now in a day of public breakdown and ruin, in a great house the scripture tells us that there are vessels to honour and vessels to dishonour, and how you become a vessel to honour is by separating yourself from the vessels to dishonour, that is an individual action. “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, in separating himself from them”, that is you come to a definite judgment in relation to what is dishonouring to Christ. I know it goes on to the collective side when we call upon the Lord, and where we follow “righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, but firstly there is the separating. Paul shows definitely the way in a day of public breakdown and confusion, we cannot get out of the great house, but he says the way is by separation. Now maybe you, and I certainly have in my life at times, come across persons who are bright Christians, and I would have to say they were more devoted than I was, or they were more evangelical than I was; and I would feel humbled by that and take it to the Lord, but this verse shows that there is more than that to it. This verse shows the importance of our associations. If such persons in themselves may be bright Christians but they are still linked with vessels to dishonour, where there is bad doctrine, or bad principles, it requires separation from them in order that you might be a vessel to honour fit for the Master’s use. 

In chapter 4 I will just draw attention to Mark in closing, he was a recovered person. What an encouragement it must have been to the apostle at this time when all in Asia had turned away from him, and when as it says here “Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age”, other persons had gone elsewhere, “Luke alone is with me”, what an encouragement it must have been to Paul to have Mark recovered. You know he had gone off with Barnabas earlier, allowed natural feelings to come in, but he had parted company with Paul, the one who was the vessel of the testimony, but Mark was recovered. Beloved brethren, if we are here today we are on the principle of those who have been recovered. What did Mark do as a recovered man? He gave us his gospel. Who did he speak about in his gospel? He spoke about the perfect Servant, he spoke about the One who never failed, he spoke about the One who did all things well. He would say, I was not like that, I failed, I lost time. So a word that is often used in his gospel is ‘straightway’. There is no time to be lost now as recovered. But there was Mark he was now again a vessel fit for the Master’s use. Paul says “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”. When lots of persons were turning away from Paul, he says “he is serviceable to me for ministry”. What a comfort that was to him. 

Well, we live in a day, beloved brethren, when I think the principle is whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might (Ecclesiastes 9: 10). Whatever that may be, however small and insignificant it may be, it is not always public service like here today, but it may be small things; do it with your might. But remember that if you are to be a vessel fit for the Master’s use, it involves these moral characteristics that heaven can take account of, so that you are usable and you are available. May the Lord bless the word. 

Address at Dundee
1 October 2011 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:8-38 (JND) [8] And there were shepherds in that country abiding without, and keeping watch by night over their flock. [9] And lo, an angel of [the] Lord was there by them, and [the] glory of [the] Lord shone around them, and they feared [with] great fear. [10] And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord. [12] And this is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, [14] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. [15] And it came to pass, as the angels departed from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, Let us make our way then now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us. [16] And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger; [17] and having seen [it] they made known about the country the thing which had been said to them concerning this child. [18] And all who heard [it] wondered at the things said to them by the shepherds. [19] But Mary kept all these things [in her mind], pondering [them] in her heart. …

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Acts 16:6-10 (JND) [6] And having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, [7] having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; [8] and having passed by Mysia they descended to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us. [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings.

2 Timothy 2:20-21 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

2 Timothy 4:9-11 (JND) [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

1 Samuel 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. [3] And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. …

Malachi 3:16 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.

2 Corinthians 1:20 (JND) [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us.

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Malachi 3:16 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

Acts 22:6 (JND) [6] And it came to pass, as I was journeying and drawing near to Damascus, that, about mid-day, there suddenly shone out of heaven a great light round about me.

Acts 26:13 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Isaiah 6 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. [2] Seraphim were standing above him: each had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he flew. [3] And one called to the other and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! …

Isaiah 6:8 (JND) [8] And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? And I said, Here am I; send me.

Isaiah 6:1 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple.

Colossians 1:25 (JND) [25] of which *I* became minister, according to the dispensation of God which [is] given me towards you to complete the word of God,

Acts 16:14 (JND) [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul.

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

Ecclesiastes 9:10 (JND) [10] Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in Sheol, whither thou goest.



NOT OF THE WORLD

J. S. Speirs 

Exodus 8: 16–19; Philippians 2: 14–16; Psalm 84: 5–7 

I was encouraged by an impression received on Lord’s day and confirmed last night at the prayer meeting. I was thinking of the words of the Lord Jesus in John 17 where He said, “They are not of the world, as I am not of the world” (John 17: 16). The Lord Jesus says that in relation to His own and, as wondering how that character would be seen in the saints now, as in the world but not of it, I thought of this scripture in Exodus. Perhaps it seems obscure, but I think we have been taught that this plague of gnats can be looked at in one way as representing the saints in life. It is interesting that this plague is quite different to the others; firstly, there was no warning given to Pharaoh about it; secondly it was not said to be withdrawn; and thirdly it could not be imitated by the sorcerers of Egypt. I think that these features help us to understand the kind of life that is seen in believers here. It is not of the world. It cannot be imitated by the world. In the first two plagues the sorcerers were able to imitate the rivers of blood, and they were able to imitate the frogs. Man is able to give full evidence of the corruption that is in the world, and indeed of the corruption that is in the flesh itself. 

I found it helpful that these first two plagues have been said to correspond to Romans chapters 6 and 7 (C. A. Coates ‘An Outline of Exodus’, p.39). Think of the rivers of Egypt; think of the power they wielded and their influence. You know, the believer no longer needs to be under that influence, the power of sin in the world. Think too of the frogs; the corruption within their very dwellings, affecting every aspect of their lives! Good does not dwell in the flesh; evil is there. The believer comes to that in Romans 7 and then he realises in chapter 8 that he has been set free to know life in Christ Jesus, a life that cannot be imitated by the world. The gnats would not be appreciated by the Egyptians; they would have been an irritation to them. The manner of life that you lead may come as an irritation to unbelievers round about you. It has been pointed out that the presence of believers has a restraining effect in the world (J. Taylor Vol. 57, p202). Governments may have modified their conduct due to the presence of believers. 

This manner of life is not welcome in the world and we see also in this chapter in Exodus how God put a separation between his people and the Egyptians, he distinguished the land of Goshen. I feel the need of evidencing this kind of life, not trying to get on with the world, or those who are of the world but accepting that I am not of the world. Jesus was not of the world. Think of Him; the world hated Him. He said prophetically, “They that hate me without a cause”, Psalm 69: 4. He was doing only good, always, in perfection. Think of that, constantly, nothing else. Yet men hated Him. We might say carefully ‘He was so inconvenient to them’ and their system could not function the way they wanted it to with the Lord Jesus there. So perhaps that is the place the believer has to take, not looking for any recognition from the world, or looking for ways to get on with the world, but just being here, giving evidence that we have our life in Christ. Perhaps as a result we will be a restraining influence on behalf of God. That was the simple impression I had here, life out of death. It was brought about from the dust. 

The believer is in the gain of resurrection. These men of Egypt could not replicate it. Man in the flesh knows nothing about resurrection. He knows about corruption. He can see what the problem is. He can see the effects of sin and he can show you different examples of it but man away from God is not in the secret of resurrection. The gnats came out of dust, a humbling reminder of what man is, and speaking of death. God has seen to it, however that there is now life out of death; a different kind of life; a life that is bound up with Jesus, the One who has been in death but who is no longer there. And the believer, as bound up with Him, living in another power; not the power of the world, not the rivers of Egypt, but a different power. Think of those in the Acts who really knew the power and influence of the Holy Spirit and were apart from the world. Am I under that influence, or am I still trying to keep with the streams of the world? I feel challenged by it. 

My thought in Philippians 2 is that by being ‘in the world but not of it’ we should be light bearers, to bear some testimony to the fact that Christ is in glory. As it says, “holding forth (the) word of life, so as to be a boast for me in Christ’s day”. Believers have been left here in the world. The Lord did not demand that they should be taken out of the world but that they should remain here. Why? One reason is; to be a testimony to Him while He is absent. I feel challenged as to how much I am a light bearer. There may be some evidence of Christian life with me in the presence of moral death, but is there light seen in me in the presence of moral darkness? The light does not exactly originate in the believer; it has its source in God. Think of the light from God that has shone into the heart of the believer. Why? For the shining forth; not only for the blessing of that individual but for the “shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. Is my state before God such that the light can shine forth freely and be taken account of by others, perhaps for them to see something of the glory of the Lord Jesus and be attracted to Him; not attracted to me necessarily but attracted to Him. Am I able for that? Well, God would help us, He would reassure us. He has left us here, He has not taken us out of the world yet but has left us here with the power of the Holy Spirit and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus in heaven. Christ in glory! What a provision God has made that we might be light bearers. What a privilege to be here for Christ as lights in the midst of what is dark. I was affected by our brother’s prayer, the contrast there is between the life of the believer and the life of the world. I feel for myself there should be more of a contrast; too often I try to blend in with the world. 

I feel limited as to what I can say about Psalm 84, “they, in whose heart are the highways”. Am I a channel for blessing? Am I a channel for succour? Am I a channel for bringing in refreshment when there is bitterness and sadness? We see the Lord Jesus shining as an example for us, in life, in light and in blessing. He is “the resurrection and the life”, John 11: 25. He says “I am the light of the world”, John 8: 12. Think too of the example of Him drawing near to that woman at Sychar’s well for her blessing. I think she was like one in the valley of Baca, she knew about bitterness and disappointment. He transforms the whole situation. The believer in the good of his links with the Lord Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit is able to transform a situation. I often think of this scripture when at the graveside of a believer. “The valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring.” They can bring about what is for solace and comfort, and indeed even refreshment and joy. 

Well that is a challenge to me? Is there a highway in my heart? Am I able in some little way to be a channel for blessing from God? Maybe a fellow saint is going through a difficult time, am I able to draw near and bring in something of Christ to encourage them? Perhaps someone is growing a little cold; can I bring in something of God’s love to help revive them, not of myself but to be a channel of blessing from God. “Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring”. They make it a well-spring. It is what the saints themselves do. There is remarkable potential in what the saints can do. I underestimate too much the value of believers in the Lord Jesus here on earth at the present time. What will it be when they are gone? Rejoice therefore if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus now and have the Holy Spirit, rejoice that you can be a channel of blessing and a source of refreshment where there may be difficulty and sorrow, a point of light where there is darkness all around and to be one in whom there is evidence of spiritual life in the midst of moral death. I leave these simple thoughts for our consideration and blessing, for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
4 October 2011 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 8:16-19 (JND) [16] And Jehovah said to Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy staff, and smite the dust of the earth, and it shall become gnats throughout the land of Egypt. [17] And they did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and smote the dust of the earth, and there arose gnats on man and on beast: all the dust of the land became gnats throughout the land of Egypt. [18] And the scribes did so with their sorceries, to bring forth gnats; but they could not. And the gnats were on man and on beast. [19] Then the scribes said to Pharaoh, This is the finger of God! But Pharaoh's heart was stubborn, and he hearkened not to them, as Jehovah had said.

Philippians 2:14-16 (JND) [14] Do all things without murmurings and reasonings, [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world, [16] holding forth [the] word of life, so as to be a boast for me in Christ's day, that I have not run in vain nor laboured in vain.

Psalms 84:5-7 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways. [6] Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring; yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. [7] They go from strength to strength: [each one] will appear before God in Zion.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:16 (JND) [16] They are not of the world, as I am not of the world.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Psalms 69:4 (JND) [4] They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Psalms 84 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Jehovah of hosts! [2] My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. [3] Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she layeth her young, thine altars, O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God. …

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 8:12 (JND) [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.



EXTRACT

It has been said in regard to the Lord Jesus that His path in this world was a path of activity in obscurity, and that is very much the path in which the Christian is called to walk with God. It was in measure fulfilled in Enoch, and I think our testimony is the testimony of Enoch. The more faithful we are, the more we shall be disposed to bear testimony that the Lord is coming with ten thousands of His saints. Christ is at the right hand of God, crowned with glory and honour, but is not always to continue there; He is coming again. There is grace for man in the meantime through the gospel, but the church bears testimony to the coming of the Lord in judgment, because it is in accord with God’s mind. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 19, p, 524)
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