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“JOINED”

W. Lamont 

Matthew 19: 5, 6; Exodus 26: 23–25; 1 Corinthians 6: 17; 16: 15–20 

I want to speak of what is joined. Matthew 19 sets out very clearly marriage as being of God, 

“What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate”. I am quite sure it is of deep interest to heaven tonight to look down and see us assembled and to take account of our brother and sister as joined of God, to see marriage thus honoured in the midst of such a world as that in which we live. 

In Ephesians, when Paul speaks about a man leaving father and mother, he adds, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. So, as our brother quoted in prayer, the end in view is the relationship between Christ and the assembly and we are gathered tonight on the occasion of a marriage “in the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 7: 39. That is of great interest to heaven. 

In Exodus 26 we read of these boards being “joined beneath, and together ... united at the top thereof to one ring”. Not only have our brother and sister taken up the natural side of marriage but, in their relationship together, should remember their links in redemption. So God would speak to us to make sure, our brother and sister and all of us, that our links are in the appreciation of the redemptive work of Christ. These corner boards would take the strain. 

There have been strains in most marriages but, as the redemptive work of Christ is appreciated, these strains can be 

absorbed. We have been taught that the boards of the tabernacle were taller than any Philistine. They were “together ... united at the top thereof to one ring”. This relates to the constant appreciation of that of which the apostle would remind the saints, “but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. A marriage in the Lord would always have in mind this great thought of Christ and the assembly. 

1 Corinthians 6 would remind our young brother and sister, and all of us, of the necessity of our links with Christ—“He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit”. We are to realize that, by the Spirit, we are joined to that blessed One. The exhortation to our brother and sister, and to all of us, would be to enjoy what is God-given in what is natural but never to forget or to neglect what is spiritual in our links with the Lord. 

In all our localities there is much to do, as our brother and sister will find. Paul is speaking here in 1 Corinthians 16 of households and of husbands and wives. Aquila and Priscilla are always mentioned together, three times Aquila is mentioned first and three times Priscilla is first. Paul speaks of “every one joined in the work and labouring”. Our brother and sister should keep these things in mind—that, as joined together in marriage, their links together are in the appreciation of the redemptive work of Christ, and their individual exercise is to be joined to the Lord and together to be joined in the work and labouring. We would encourage our young brother and sister to take up these matters as “joined together”, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 19:5-6 (JND) [5] and said, On account of this a man shall leave father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh? [6] so that they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.

Exodus 26:23-25 (JND) [23] And two boards shalt thou make for the corners of the tabernacle at the rear; [24] and they shall be joined beneath, and together shall be united at the top thereof to one ring: thus shall it be for them both; they shall be for the two corners. [25] And there shall be eight boards, and their bases, of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under one board, and two bases under another board.

1 Corinthians 6:17 (JND) [17] But he that [is] joined to the Lord is one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 16:15-20 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) [16] that *ye* should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring. [17] But I rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because *they* have supplied what was lacking on your part. [18] For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: own therefore such. [19] The assemblies of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla, with the assembly in their house, salute you much in [the] Lord. [20] All the brethren salute you. Salute one another with a holy kiss.

Matthew 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these words, he withdrew from Galilee, and came to the coasts of Judaea beyond the Jordan; [2] and great crowds followed him, and he healed them there. [3] And the Pharisees came to him tempting him, and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? …

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

Exodus 26 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains of twined byssus, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubim of artistic work shalt thou make them. [2] The length of one curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits one measure for all the curtains. [3] Five of the curtains shall be coupled one to another, and [the other] five curtains coupled one to another. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

1 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] Dare any one of you, having a matter against another, prosecute his suit before the unjust, and not before the saints? [2] Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of [the] smallest judgments? [3] Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? and not then matters of this life? …

1 Corinthians 16 (JND) [1] Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the assemblies of Galatia, so do *ye* do also. [2] On [the] first of [the] week let each of you put by at home, laying up [in] whatever [degree] he may have prospered, that there may be no collections when I come. [3] And when I am arrived, whomsoever ye shall approve, these I will send with letters to carry your bounty to Jerusalem: …



THE MAN AND THE WOMAN

P. Buchan (Kirkcaldy) 

Ecclesiastes 7: 27, 28; Proverbs 19: 14; 18: 22 

It is wonderful to think of an occasion like this when, in this world, marriage is treated as a very ordinary matter. There is something very great in God’s heart and mind as to marriage “in the Lord”. He would use this occasion to show that He is holding to the “in Lord” position; do not let us lower it. 

Where we read, the Preacher says, “A woman ... have I not found”. But he says something else; “one man among a thousand have I found”. The preacher of the gospel may be satisfied with what he finds in the presentation of Jesus as Saviour. But is the Lord fully satisfied with that? The Lord did not find satisfaction in Israel, though He will yet do so in the world to come, but our concern at the present moment is to answer fully to His heart. He is looking for the assembly. The Spirit would emphasize this, and that is what we need to see. So an occasion like this brings before us not only the Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, the one Man, but also the woman suitable to Him. In the Proverbs you get the woman, and the last chapter shows you how precious she is—“Who can find a woman of worth?” (Proverbs 31: 10); that is what Christ has given Himself for, the assembly, as it says, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Ephesians 5: 25. Paul says, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. It is not known in the religious world, and we are greatly favoured to have the knowledge not only of Christ, but of the assembly. 

Proverbs 19 says, “House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers”. Our young brother and sister can be thankful for their parents. In the years up to now they have known the care of their parents and now they are setting up a house of their own. God, in His wonderful grace and wisdom, has set them where they are, where there are those who have light as to Christ and as to the assembly—how great it is! 

We can thank God for the literal matter as to the fathers, “House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers; but a prudent wife is from Jehovah”. I am thinking of what the assembly is and the fathers that we have had spiritually. We speak of J. N. Darby and his writings; how much work went into them! Think of the work he did, and the whole labour was in relation to this vessel for Christ, what is suitable to Himself, the assembly. Then we think of other servants. What a work these men did! They gave themselves to it, the working out of the truth of the assembly, “A prudent wife is from Jehovah”; we can trace it to God Himself, His work in us. As we look at this large company here today we see His sovereignty in the very fact of our being brought to know Jesus as our Saviour, but then also in our being brought to know the greatness of the assembly so as to work it out practically. 

The previous chapter says, “Whoso hath found a wife hath found a good thing”. Our brother has found a good thing, a wife. Many of us can speak from experience; we have found a good thing and we can appreciate what we have in God’s mercy and grace and we are thankful for it. Let us appreciate it, not only the natural thing, but what the assembly is, and work it out in a greater way, being satisfied with what we have found, and going in fully for divine things. 

May there thus be a blessing. 

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 7:27-28 (JND) [27] See this which I have found, saith the Preacher, [searching] one by one to find out the reason; [28] which my soul yet seeketh, and I have not found: one man among a thousand have I found, but a woman among all those have I not found.

Proverbs 19:14 (JND) [14] House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers; but a prudent wife is from Jehovah.

Proverbs 18:22 (JND) [22] Whoso hath found a wife hath found a good thing, and hath obtained favour from Jehovah.

Proverbs 31:10 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Proverbs 19 (JND) [1] Better is a poor [man] that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool. [2] Also that a person be without knowledge is not good; and he that hasteth with his feet maketh false steps. [3] The folly of man distorteth his way, and his heart is irritated against Jehovah. …



THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

P. Buchan (Peterhead) 

Revelation 19: 6–10 

I felt encouraged, dear brethren, to read this scripture following what has been said as to this precious thought of the bride and the wife. I do not know anything that moves the heart more than this scripture which says, “Let us rejoice and exult”. We are here to rejoice; what an occasion for rejoicing this is, to think of the joy our dear brother has in having a bride, having a wife. The Lord would use this scripture, and use the occasion, to bring home to us the blessedness of what this must be to the heart of Christ, the joy it would be to Him. We think of the dying of Jesus week by week at the Supper; we follow in affection the way that love took Him, the Lamb, to Gethsemane and to the cross, but the point now is, “Let us rejoice and exult”. What an object He is for our affections, and we give glory to the Lamb. This meeting stirs in our hearts a note of response to the One who alone is worthy. 

Well, beloved, think of His wife, think of what she is to Him. It has come before us this evening very touchingly that there are persons who have laboured amongst us that this may be realized for the heart of Christ in a scene of corruption and degradation. Something is being secured by the work of the Spirit in securing the bride. It says here, “His wife has made herself ready”. Our sister has prepared for this occasion; how much preparation goes into these things. It comes right down to our day; this scripture has a current bearing; that is why there is an allusion here to “thy fellow-bondman, and the fellow-bondman of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus”. I think that is how it is going to be brought about, dear brethren, through persons who have the testimony of Jesus. 

I would like to encourage our dear brother and sister to have the testimony of Jesus; that is to say, to be learning to take on that spirit and character. It is being wrought out in individual exercises, household exercises, and assembly exercises. O, beloved brethren, the objective is the preparation of the wife. We are antedating the supreme occasion when it shall be given to the wife to be “clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”. As we look round a company like this we think of the saints. Heaven is looking on at this meeting, looking on the saints in the light of the divine calling, the heavenly calling, of the saints relating to Christ and the assembly. I would appeal to the dear brethren to be exercised to have the testimony of Jesus in our committal to one another, in our committal to our local assemblies. 

Peter tells us, “to this ye have been called”. What for? He has given us a model, ‘a copy’ as the footnote says, “that ye should follow in his steps”, 1 Peter 2: 21. That is how we are to take on, and have, the testimony of Jesus. I just leave these few words as an encouragement to our young brother and sister, and to us all, to have the testimony of Jesus. 

Words at the marriage of Herr F. Pfeiffer and Miss M. Robertson, Cumnock
4 October 1985 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 19:6-10 (JND) [6] And I heard as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for [the] Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power. [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. [9] And he says to me, Write, Blessed [are] they who are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb. And he says to me, These are the true words of God. [10] And I fell before his feet to do him homage. And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God. For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:



DEVOTION TO CHRIST

A. J. E. Welch 

Numbers 6: 1–3; Mark 10: 21; 1 John 3: 16 

I have an impression of the way in which the Spirit of Christ in the saints enters into these days of revival. We were reminded in prayer of how the Lord Jesus was here, the path He pursued; that becomes the pattern for everything that properly attaches to manhood in Christianity. In thinking over these times of reviving, one is impressed by the total commitment, the entire devotion to Christ and His interests, which has marked those who have led in what we speak of as the revival. This raises a very penetrating challenge as to how the revival is to finish. We would all be assured, I think, that we should finish in a way which is of God, with the Spirit of Christ evident and maintaining vigour in the saints. My conviction is that this present time calls for what is, to use the word in Numbers 6, “special” in ourselves; not just a contentedness to continue, but the definiteness and energy which properly belong to the concluding of things in the Spirit’s day, just as it belonged, and was manifestly evident, in the beginning of His day. Therefore we have the suggestion of “the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah”. It applies to a man or a woman; it would affect brothers and sisters alike, “a man or a woman”. It is not restricted to any special element of service or movement; it represents a commitment which is of a special character. 

The times we are in are special times, marked on the one hand by great smallness, and constant pressure in different aspects of the enemy’s activity, but marked on the positive side by a 

sense of the love of Christ for the assembly which is unique in the history of most of us. We come together with a sense of the love of Christ towards us in all the power and active character of it, and it becomes immediately real. We are made to realize His longings for the assembly and His feelings about everything that affects His name and glory in the assembly. 

It is in this sense, dear brethren, I would say from my own little experience, that we have the positive special character of these closing moments in which we are; they are characterised by the active love of Christ, the longings of His own for His coming, and the readiness for that cry, “Amen; come, Lord Jesus”. This calls for what is special in the sense of commitment on our side to whatever may be in the will of God for us, to whatever may be contributive to the great building work that is going on. Much of it is going on in small circumstances, yet it is proceeding, and I believe what is called for is this special vow, something that is over and above the normal course that things would have taken in less distinctive days. There is an appeal in the Spirit’s voice bringing in, as the mind of the Lord, an appeal among us for what is special in the sense of devotion, and the avoidance of things that may in themselves be legitimate. 

I read, therefore, the third verse, which speaks of wine; there are things that are legitimate which we may very well leave aside for the time, for ever maybe, that we may devote ourselves in every possible sense to the furtherance of what is precious to Christ. 

Now in Mark 10 it says of this man that “Jesus looking upon him loved him”. I wonder how we respond to the love of Christ, severally. This was just one man whom the Lord is in a very unusual way said to have loved—He looked upon him and loved him. But He has to say to this man who had come to Him and questioned Him, “One thing lackest thou”— 

“One thing”. The Lord tells him what this one thing is and he goes away; he is not ready to meet the question of the one thing. It has impressed me sometimes of late that we are usually held up by one thing. Our general course may be such that God can bring blessing from it, or bring increase from it, and yet it may be that there is one thing that hinders us. I am not suggesting what it may be; the Lord would bring a conviction of it; the Spirit would bring conviction of it whenever there may be need, but in my own little measure of experience I look back and realize that at particular times what has hindered me has been one thing, and it is in the abandonment of that one thing that a course of blessing and fruit for God results. 

Dear brethren, there may be many things in our individual pathways that may hinder us more than we realize, but the Spirit of God would disclose to us clearly what they are and give us to have the ground clear, with no hindrance in the way, no barrier to progress and prosperity. 

The “one thing” is discerned with the Spirit’s help, and rejected with the Spirit’s help, that the Spirit of Christ in its full character of energy and positive devotion to God’s will and pleasure might come out into expression with us. 

Therefore John writes in a very definite sense and reminds us of the love of Christ—“Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us”. We are back on collective ground now; it is “us”. Think of how the Lord has loved us in the company. Think of how far His love has gone, the laying down of His life. John brings out that side in his gospel, that He had authority to lay down His life and to take it again (see John 10: 18); it is not exactly in those scriptures that men put Him to death. He went that way of His own volition, and that in His own unique and distinctive personal affection for His own. Then John says, “and we 

ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”. The brethren are accessible to us, they represent what is of Christ here in the circumstances practically of the days and the weeks in which we move together, “and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”. It may sound an extreme suggestion, but here it is in John’s writings. It represents a committal to what is of Christ in His own, in the realization of the preciousness of our brethren, severally and collectively, to the heart of Christ, and a readiness to spend all, to lay down our lives. It may not be our lives physically, the point will be, I take it, the way we live in the Spirit and move in the testimony, but it will be as laying down our lives for the brethren. It is this fulness of committal to what is of the Spirit of Christ that comes to my mind this evening, and I trust the Lord may help us just to maintain it in all these ways in view of the nearness of His coming. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Los Angeles
27 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 6:1-3 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried.

Mark 10:21 (JND) [21] And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, One thing lackest thou: go, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, [taking up the cross].

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

Numbers 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. …

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.



LEAH NOT RACHEL

A. C. Craig 

Genesis 29: 15–35; 49: 28–33 

I would like to say something, beloved brethren, about what came about with Jacob that he buried Leah in Machpelah and not Rachel. It says, “There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebecca his wife; and there I buried Leah”. Why not Rachel? Rachel was his wife, so was Leah, but he loved Rachel and she is specifically called his wife. In an inferential way so was Leah, but specifically Rachel was called his wife. Why did he not bury her in Machpelah? What came about in his soul that he buried Leah there? 

I want to say something, beloved brethren, about the exercises that would be with every one of us to bring us round to God’s mind about His assembly, because in the believer’s history there is bound to be a conflict between our preferences, our feelings, and what the mind of God is, what the will of God is. If we are to get Leah there is bound to be that conflict, and Jacob had it, but he comes to it at some point in his history, and I want to say something that might help us to arrive at that point ourselves—when we come to it that really in God’s mind it is Leah, not Rachel. Rachel had everything to commend her; she had beautiful form and beautiful countenance. Leah was tender eyed. There is not much we can say about that; she was just quite ordinary, quite plain, but Rachel had everything to commend her and Jacob loved her and served fourteen years for her, two sevens, for Rachel, not for Leah. He did not serve for Leah at all. He got her, but he did not serve for her; he served for Rachel. It says, “Jacob loved Rachel, and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter”. 

Perhaps I should give you a little prophetic view of how things appear in this chapter. It may help us when we come to our own exercises on the moral side, so that we go through till we come to the great point of preferring Leah to Rachel. It is an amazing thing that Jacob did not bury Rachel in Machpelah. Rachel died quite close to Machpelah, she died on the way to Bethlehem in giving birth to Benjamin. It was quite close to Machpelah, but he did not bury her there. He came to the point, to the truth, in his soul that she, Leah, not Rachel, belonged to the heavenly family. We are not told where Leah died. If she died in Egypt it would be quite a long journey from Egypt to Machpelah; Jacob was so sure in his own soul by this time that, if she died in Egypt, he would take her there. We are not told when she died or where she died; we are told that she was buried in Machpelah. 

I said that Rachel had everything to commend her. It is like Paul’s view of Israel in Romans 9 where he brings forward the wonderful picture of Israel in the mind of God. When the Lord Jesus came here it was, so to speak, what Israel was in His eyes. We do not sufficiently ponder that, beloved brethren, what He misses, what He lost in not having Israel. The Lord Jesus as a blessed Man here looked at Israel through those eyes with which Paul would furnish us. We have that lovely picture in Romans 9, “Whose is the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the lawgiving, and the service, and the promises”. That woman in Revelation 12, with the twelve stars on her head, that is the Israel of God, and that is how Paul presents it, like Rachel here, “beautiful form and beautiful countenance”. That is what Israel was in the Lord’s eyes. 

But then, as the brethren know, in the history of things all that breaks down, and Jacob does not have Rachel but he gets Leah. Ah, that is something, and if she had nothing to commend her outwardly, her worth lies in these sons that she bore. That is where Leah’s worth lay, in giving birth to those sons. It is like the Lord Jesus serving in love in going into death and rising again and going into glory, and you come to the book of the Acts and there you get Reuben born. While it is Jewish setting, yet Leah is there and you get Reuben born. The exercise of Leah goes through, yet you would have to say that Jacob is a very difficult lover. It was very difficult to obtain his affections. 

Leah says, when Reuben is born, “My husband will love me”; and when the next one is born she says, “Jehovah has heard that I am hated”; and when the next one is born she says, “This time will my husband be united to me”. It is amazing, you know—just like the history of things. In the book of Acts you get all these things coming out, son after son being born. The hatred comes out, then you come to Stephen—that is Levi being born; then later on in the book, Acts 9 especially, you come to Ephesus; I think Judah is born there. It is an amazing thing, beloved brethren; she speaks about her husband loving her when the first one is born, she refers to hatred when Simeon is born, she refers to being united when Levi is born, and when Judah is born there is not a word about being loved, or being hated, but “This time will I praise Jehovah”. She had, typically, come through into the brightness of day, to the full light of the mind of God concerning Christ. 

I think that brings us as far as Ephesus. Ephesus fell away; she ceased to bear. We have the breakdown of the church and into that long period came the four sons of the two maidservants. It is remarkable; these two maidservants both had two sons; there was a right father but a doubtful mother, and that is what we have in the dark ages—a right father; you could not question that people were the Lord’s, but the mother was wrong; the teaching that they were under was maidservant’s teaching; that is what we have in that long period of the dark ages. 

Then Leah begins to bear children again. Ah, that is remarkable! She bore two more sons and a daughter. These two sons are, firstly, the Reformation. That is the first, then we have the revival, and then we have a daughter born. I believe we are in the time when the daughter is coming to light. It is beautiful that, and then, 

remarkably enough. Rachel begins to bear. It looks on to the future when God will take up his earthly people once more and they will be fruitful to him. Now I think that that little picture will help us as to how we ourselves arrive at things, that through moral exercises we are to come to what we are to have in our minds as to the assembly, as to what is to be for Christ. At some point Jacob came to it that Leah, not Rachel, represented the heavenly family. 

So, as already indicated, Jacob loved Rachel. He says, “I will serve thee, seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter”. This is Jacob’s proposal, what he came to by way of agreement. He was deceived; Laban deceived him. All this brings up, beloved brethren, the soul exercise that we go through. Jacob was a difficult man; we are all difficult. He had certain things in his mind. I am not speaking of Jacob as being typical of the Lord; I am speaking of him and Leah as being typical of ourselves and what goes on in us e’er we come to this great matter of what the assembly is. I believe, beloved brethren, that few of us have proper thoughts as to the assembly, her dignity, and as to what she is as deriving from Christ. 

I think if we had that more clearly before us there would not be the deflection and falling away that we have seen; I think we would hold to what the assembly is for Christ. 

Jacob was a scheming man himself; even before he was born he had these instincts. Then you will remember how he deceived his brother so that Esau sold his birthright for a morsel of pottage. He was that type of man. You can see the need for Jacob to come to something, to proper, balanced thoughts about God’s mind. He took up a certain line of things, just like ourselves; we manoeuvre, we take up certain stances; we do things that are not in keeping really with the calling of Abraham, 

that high calling. So he has to go through a moral process, as we all have to, so that we have right thoughts and conduct, in keeping with the mind of God, in relation to the assembly. So he has to go through this bitter experience himself. He gets Leah instead of Rachel and he is not a bit pleased. How far God was in that I do not know, I could not tell you. I would not be prepared to say how far God was in that matter of his getting Leah instead of Rachel, although Leah was in God’s mind and what she would represent as being the heavenly family. 

He serves “seven other years”, not ‘other seven years’; that is very significant, and, as said, he served the fourteen years for Rachel. But then Rachel had no children. It says in verse 30 that, “he loved also Rachel more than Leah”. Now that is Jacob; he loved Rachel more than Leah; that is to say, things are not in their true perspective. We need to have things in their right perspective; we need to come round to God’s mind about matters, God’s mind about the truth, especially about Christ and the assembly; God’s mind about things, not our own view. 

It is very sad, really, the amount of difference there is in views nowadays, but God has His mind about the truth of Christ and the assembly and we want to come to that. We need to come to it in our souls, beloved brethren, about what we prefer. We need to come to God’s view and to hold to that. 

Now God comes into this matter definitely and it says that Rachel had no children, she was barren. That brings up again that little prophetic view I gave you as to our Lord in regard to Israel, and that there was nothing for Him; “I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought”, yet He says, “My judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God”, Isaiah 49: 4. In the interval, in this great period we are in, He has Leah. Oh, that is wonderful! and so God is in this matter and He has certain purposes; Jacob may have schemes and he may suggest things that he should do, but God has His purpose and, beloved brethren, it is a wonderful thing to accept that in the present time, when the Spirit of God is here. His great objective is to lead the saints into divine purpose. You can be sure about that, and a great part of what that purpose is, is what the assembly is in her heavenly character. But a process has to be gone through. We do not just accept things mentally. 

I think that we all need to come to a more thorough appreciation of what the assembly is in her own character, that she belongs to heaven. She has come from heaven and she is going to heaven. There is nothing that has not come out of heaven that will ever go into heaven. We are out of Christ, and we are going to Christ in heaven. We have all to come to that and that is what Leah represents, not Rachel. I have come to that myself. I am not saying that I came to it exactly through moral exercises, but I saw it from Scripture that Rachel did not represent the heavenly family; Leah did. Jacob came to it at some point and that is why he buried Leah in Machpelah. She represents the heavenly family. The Lord spoke in Luke 20 of God as being, “The God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob; but he is not God of the dead but of the living”; and that is what Jacob does, he puts Leah amongst the living. He had to go through certain exercises until he came to it. He represents the responsible side, but Leah represents the other side, the side of exercise, the painful, exercising side. Jacob is the responsible side; he has got to come to it in his mind. Leah represents the side of moral exercise. Both are in us, the responsible side and the moral side, too, so that we arrive at things. 

In the beginning of Romans 7 we have the responsible side and then there is the side that we are to arrive at something; that is where it all begins. But I want to come to this first son. I could stand here all night, the subject is so wonderful as to how a soul arrives at this great matter as to what the assembly is in her heavenly character, and proved to be so by her productive qualities. Leah has nothing outwardly to commend her, it is only said that she was tender eyed; there is nothing much about that. In respect of Israel, how lovely she was, set up by God, so endowed, but the poor Gentiles, what were we? but, ah, by the presence of the blessed Spirit here, so productive. 

So Leah called his name Reuben, that means ‘See! a son’. Think of that, beloved brethren. In a sense it is the beginning of everything. We are all sons of God by faith. Getting the Spirit does not make you a son; you get the Spirit because you are a son, a son by faith. Think of having that in your mind; this is all a build-up as to what you and I go through until we arrive at what the assembly is. It is not a sort of mysterious thing, it is an actual, substantial thing that the believer goes through until he arrives at the truth in his own soul. That is Jacob, really; he is the man, the responsible side, but there is the other side that we go through in moral exercises, so it is, ‘See! a son’. Beautiful that! So she says, “Jehovah has looked upon my affliction; for now my husband will love me”. Think of what she is going through, and where are Jacob’s affections in all this? What kind of a husband is he? What kind of a lover is he? It just brings out the fact as to what we go through on the side of exercise, affliction, pain, difficulty, conflict within, the Spirit of God comes in and helps us. There is an answer to it all in Reuben; he is the fruit of the exercise. 

I think, dear brethren, if you will pardon me, we read the books, and we are able to quote them and also the Scriptures, to link up scripture with scripture to make a good connection, but what I am pleading for is this kind of thing, that I submit myself to the exercise and what is involved in it, the pain and the sacrifice. Nothing comes in Christianity without this; it is a question of serious exercise. Leah does not feel loved. It makes you wonder at it, the sort of isolation and difficulty she is going through—and where is Jacob? That is the point, you see; he is a difficult lover. She has difficulty in bringing him round to it, so to speak. Jacob is the responsible side. It is like ourselves, and all the time we are struggling. Leah cannot seem to make a connection with him. This is all soul exercise. 

Then she says, when Simeon is born, “Because Jehovah has heard that I am hated”. Think of that! It does not say that Jacob hated her, but it does say that he loved Rachel more than Leah. She feels the condition of things, no sympathy, no support; she is hated. It is, I believe, what the believer goes through in soul exercise. As I said, we are mental and theoretical, but we are to commit ourselves to these exercises and not to be afraid of them; to accept it, to work things out. 

The hatred was there in the book of the Acts, but the work of God was standing up to the hatred. They were beaten and suffered shame for His name. That is the prophetic view, but too there is the moral side that the believer has to go through. I believe this firmly. This is the way to it; it does not come in a day; the working out of these things takes years. It is one thing after another. She calls her son Simeon—‘Hearing’—because she realizes that God is listening to her. He hears you; you get that conviction that He is prepared to help you. It brings up the whole question of the intercessory service of Christ; He will support you, and that is a great matter. In 2 Corinthians 4 there is great moral exercise as to weakness in the mortal body, but twice over we get a reference to our not fainting, mercy having been shown us, as things are worked out in our souls. That is what Leah says, “Jehovah has heard”; Simeon represents that element, that strata in our souls, that we are heard. Might I ask sympathetically what station are you at, Reuben or Simeon? Have you the sense that you are heard? Simeon is that, that period when Leah felt she was heard. 

Then she bears Levi and she says, “This time will my husband be united to me, for I have borne him three sons”; that is what she wanted, to be united to Jacob. So there is still not clear day; she is coming on to that; but this desire to be united to him brings up something very substantial, the great truth of being united to Christ. You come to the point that there is not another man that you would want, not another you would be united to. No matter what the thing is, or who it is, or whatever the presentation of this world, you would not want to be united to it, because there is only one Man in your view. That is the great point, and Jacob, the responsible man, has to come round to this; she is the sufferer, but Jacob is coming round to it; that is the point, that we long for Christ. John the baptist said, He “takes a place before me, because he was before me”, John 1: 30, it is part of our privilege to be united to Christ. 

That is what Leah wanted and then, as I said earlier, as to this fourth son, Judah, she says, “This time will I praise Jehovah; therefore she called his name Judah. And she ceased to bear”. Not a word as to being loved or hated, or being united; that is all behind her; she is out in clear day; the full result of her exercises is, I think, arrived at, and I believe that this was the moment when Jacob came to it that it was Leah who should be buried in Machpelah. There could be no question in his soul, no question of being loved or hated or united, all that is behind. I believe that Jacob had come to the point in his soul exercise where he can say, ‘I can see it all, that my perspective has been all wrong; I have been preferring Rachel, and all the time it should have been Leah’. I believe from that moment on he decided to put Leah in Machpelah. I believe it represents the moment in our history when we arrive at it that Christ is the true Judah, the One to be praised; there is no other in view. He is God’s ideal. I believe Jacob comes to it, and we are to come to it that she represents the heavenly family. 

Machpelah represents the place of the heavenly saints—a wonderful company to be amongst, the heavenly saints. Of course, the church is not the only heavenly family, but it is the distinctive heavenly family; that is a wonderful thing, and it is because of divine sovereignty and what has come about as being derived from Christ. There will be other families, the Old Testament saints; there will be Leah herself with the others. They will not belong to the church, but they belong to a heavenly family. The portion of all the Old Testament saints will be heavenly. There are no saints raised from their graves to have a portion on earth. You young brothers and sisters, get that into your minds. Everyone who comes out of their graves at the first resurrection, their portion is heavenly; and not only that, there will be a few families after the church goes, and their portion will be heavenly, and yet they will not appear upon the earth until after the church goes because these families, or those who form the families, will suffer death. Now they are not ever raised to have their portion on the earth. Every saint that is raised out of the grave goes to heaven. 

Two families appear in Revelation 20 and the word as to the first is they were “Beheaded on account of the testimony of Jesus, and on account of the word of God”, Revelation 20: 4. 

That is a family that will appear on the earth after we go and will be so faithful that they will be beheaded. The time will come when they will be raised. The first resurrection extends over a period (1 suppose it began with the Lord’s resurrection, because He is the first-fruits). We shall form part of it; the Old Testament saints will form part of it, and these peoples who will appear, they form part of the first resurrection. “Blessed and holy he that has part in the first resurrection” (Revelation 20: 6); there will be some fine earthly families, but these are heavenly families. 

The other family are those that will not accept the mark of the beast and suffer martyrdom and death rather than have his mark. We do not belong to these two families, and they do not belong to us, but what characterizes them should characterize us. I believe that as the Lord helps us to realize that we belong to the distinct heavenly family represented in Leah, we shall be the more ready to accept whatever comes, and not prepared in any sense to compromise, or accept anything lower than the dignity of the heavenly family. We belong to the distinct heavenly family. I commend this word to you, dear brethren, that through moral exercise we come to it, to see the whole truth of what is in the mind of God, that we prefer what is heavenly, distinctively for Christ. 

It must be so. She must in every way be suited to Christ in His manhood or He would not be satisfied. May we come to it, like Jacob, that it is to be Leah and not Rachel. 

Address at Peterhead
10 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 29:15-35 (JND) [15] And Laban said to Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou serve me for nothing? tell me, what shall be thy wages? [16] And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger, Rachel. [17] And the eyes of Leah were tender; but Rachel was of beautiful form and beautiful countenance. [18] And Jacob loved Rachel, and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. [19] And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee than that I should give her to another man: abide with me. [20] And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they were in his eyes as single days, because he loved her. [21] And Jacob said to Laban, Give [me] my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her. [22] And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. [23] And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in to her. [24] And Laban gave to her Zilpah, his maidservant, to be maidservant to Leah his daughter. [25] And it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done to me? Have I not served thee for Rachel? Why then hast thou deceived me? [26] And Laban said, It is not so done in our place, to give the younger before the firstborn. …

Genesis 49:28-33 (JND) [28] All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father spoke to them; and he blessed them: every one according to his blessing he blessed them. [29] And he charged them, and said to them, I am gathered to my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, [30] in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is opposite to Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought of Ephron the Hittite along with the field for a possession of a sepulchre. [31] There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebecca his wife; and there I buried Leah. [32] The purchase of the field, and of the cave that is in it, was from the children of Heth. [33] And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered his feet into the bed, and expired, and was gathered to his peoples.

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

Revelation 12 (JND) [1] And a great sign was seen in the heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; [2] and being with child she cried, [being] in travail, and in pain to bring forth. [3] And another sign was seen in the heaven: and behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems; …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Isaiah 49:4 (JND) [4] And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God.

Luke 20 (JND) [1] And it came to pass on one of the days, as he was teaching the people in the temple, and announcing the glad tidings, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up, [2] and spoke to him saying, Tell us by what authority thou doest these things, or who is it who has given thee this authority? [3] And he answering said to them, *I* also will ask you [one] thing, and tell me: …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

John 1:30 (JND) [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me;

Revelation 20 (JND) [1] And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand. [2] And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent who is [the] devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, [3] and cast him into the abyss, and shut [it] and sealed [it] over him, that he should not any more deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be loosed for a little time. …

Revelation 20:4 (JND) [4] And I saw thrones; and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them; and the souls of those beheaded on account of the testimony of Jesus, and on account of the word of God; and those who had not done homage to the beast nor to his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and hand; and they lived and reigned with the Christ a thousand years:

Revelation 20:6 (JND) [6] Blessed and holy he who has part in the first resurrection: over these the second death has no power; but they shall be priests of God and of the Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.



A PRISONER’S SONG

Mme. J. M. B. Guyon (1648–1717) 

A little bird I am, 

Shut from the fields of air, 

Yet in my cage I sit and sing 

To Him who placed me there; 

Well pleased a prisoner to be 

Because, my God, it pleases Thee. 

Naught have I else to do— 

I sing the whole day long, 

And He whom most I love to please 

Doth listen to my song; 

He caught and bound my wandering wing, 

But still He loves to hear me sing. 

My cage confines me round; 

Abroad I cannot fly; 

But though my wing is closely bound 

My heart’s at liberty; 

My prison walls cannot control 

The flight, the freedom, of the soul. 

Ah! it is good to soar 

These bolts and bars above 

To Him whose purpose I adore, 

Whose providence I love, 

And in Thy mighty will to find 

The joy, the freedom, of the mind. 

The author suffered years of imprisonment in a dungeon, the only light a candle at meal times.


EXTRACTS

It is all well, all that befalls us under the good hand of the Lord Jesus Christ. I make no exceptions of any kind for myself, or for those I love in Him. Surely some ray from His eye gilds every passing sorrow, every trial, thorn, sharp flint, every anguish of mind or body. 

Nothing reaches us save as having passed through the jealous flame of His love, and that makes all shine to us that believe. 

‘Memorials of the Ministry of Mr. G. V. Wigram’, Vol.3, p.23 

Good and precious Saviour, we do indeed rejoice that Thou, who hast suffered so much for us, hast now fulfilled all things, and art at rest with Thy Father, whatever may be—Thine active love for us. Oh that we knew and loved Thee better! But still we can say in fulness of heart. Come quickly, Lord! Leave once more the throne of Thy rest and of Thy personal glory, to come and take us to Thyself, that all may be fulfilled for us also, and that we may be with Thee and in the light of Thy Father’s countenance and in His house. Thy grace is infinite, but Thy presence and the joy of the Father shall be the rest of our hearts, and our eternal joy. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ on John 14) 

No one is worth much as a Christian who does not desire a gift, not for his own desire or ornamentation but for the benefit of others. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 92, p.250) 
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Scripture references

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …
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