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RECOVERY

Genesis 1:1-5;  John 1:14-18;  Psalm 51:7-19

I desire to speak about the matter of recovery.  Recovery is a wonderful thing.  One of the things that make it wonderful is that it is God’s matter; it is sovereign.  I know there is also the side of responsibility in recovery; Ezra and Nehemiah would bring out the difference between these two aspects.  In Ezra, God operated sovereignly, while in Nehemiah, the desire of one man seemed to stir matters up in the souls of those around him.  But I think it is right to say that recovery is sovereign and it has a glory of its own.  

God has operated in recovery from the very beginning.  The first verses we read in Genesis make that clear; “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”.  That was the original creation which Job speaks of, where the sons of God are spoken of, and Jehovah asked; “Where wast thou ... When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”, Job 38:4,7.  But then it says in Genesis, “the earth was waste and empty”.  God did not make it waste and empty, He had made it as it pleased Him.  Something came in, and in the very work of recovery God showed Himself in a way in which He could not otherwise have done.  It says “the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters”.  God in the person of the Holy Spirit was there.  How that word “hovering” would remind us of the blessed Holy Spirit; how patient He is, how careful, how gentle, and yet He is God.  So “darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  And God said, Let there be light”.  That is the beginning of true recovery, when the mind of God becomes known and there is light.  We have ministry; we have God-given light by the Spirit as to the teaching of the truth, and of God’s mind.  But when God acts in recovery, He shows Himself, He displays His own features.  The characteristics that mark the blessed God come to light in a way that might not otherwise have been known

It says; “And God said, Let there be light.  And there was light.  And God saw the light that it was good; and God divided between the light and the darkness”.  That is another feature of recovery.  The enemy works endlessly to obscure the difference between facts, accurate facts, and the supposition and personal feeling and all these things that come in to becloud issues that may arise.  “God divided between the light and the darkness.  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night”; a very valuable feature of God’s operations.  It makes it possible to work through exercises with the help of the Holy Spirit and to gain help as we know what is at stake.  Where there has been the allowance of what might tend to confusion, God has operated first of all to make things clear, that is to shed light on them, and then to put names on them.  What is right is right and what is unrighteous is unrighteous.  That was referred to in the reading at the end of Revelation; there will come a time when things will become fixed.  “Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still” (Rev.22:11); may God preserve us from that.  I want to leave this impression that God has worked from the beginning in recovery in order to set out His own thoughts.  He has done this in conditions which can sometimes be hostile and difficult, but the more hostile and the more difficult the conditions, the more the grace of God shines out on the line of God’s reserves, God’s supply.  The difficulties only serve to increase our understanding and knowledge of the resources to meet them which God possesses.

When God brings in recovery, there is a moral road to it; there always is.  He said “Let there be light.  And there was light.  And God saw the light that it was good; and God divided between the light and the darkness”.  It is remarkable to think that, as God proceeded with the creation and all that followed, the fall of man and his recovery through Christ, God Himself dealt with things that He had not dealt with before.  I trust it is right to say that.  One scripture that might be referred to is that the Lord Jesus said at one point “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”, John 10:17.  That was something that had not been known before, “On this account”; something new had come in and that was part of the work of recovery.  In a sense, you could write over John 1, “Let there be light”.  What an incoming there was on the part of the Lord Jesus!  He was God, He is God.  John writes, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”.  What was that but light?  The Lord says so Himself, “I am the light of the world”, John 8:12.  A light shone then that had not been seen before and it showed the mind of God and brought it in a luminous way into the souls of men.  God began to make Himself known in the way of recovery, and so John says, “(and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth”.  This was something entirely new, something that man had not seen before, but now it came out in glorious light; “and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”.  What does that tell us?  That God works in recovery, and what lies behind it is His love.  That suffuses everything that God does.  There is judgment too; we should not forget that because God has given His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to die for us.  God forsook Him there at the cross and the cry was uttered, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt.27:46.  What a cry!  God felt that beyond measure, beyond what we could understand.  I am saying that to show that while God is gracious and acts in fulness of grace, yet He is God and He must be regarded as God and His rights must be observed.  

Then it says “This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace”.  Paul tells us about that, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”, 2 Cor.8:9.  Grace has been shown; we have all received grace, but then this scripture says “grace upon grace”.  I have the impression that there is included in the meaning of that passage that “grace upon grace” involves recovery.  It was part of the provision that God made in Christ and by Christ, anticipating what was to come.  God has given us grace, and He will give more.  In James it says, “he gives more grace”, Jas.4:6.  Matters may be intractable, difficult, even impossible to the human mind, but not to God.  I believe that we are in a time when the enemy is set against the expression of assembly life and assembly walk and he is seeking to enter into local companies and disrupt them.  But it says “of his fulness” – that is of the Lord Jesus – “we all have received, and grace upon grace”.  Some here would know more about that than others.  Some of us who are older and hence more responsible would have a real sense of the grace that goes into recovery.  Did we deserve it? Of course not.  We deserved recovery no more than we deserved the grace of the gospel; it is given by God, it comes from His heart, and is motivated by His love.  

John the baptist said “( … He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace”.  This was the light shining and it was dispelling the darkness, it was dismissing the darkness.  It was not that it gradually became light at this point; the darkness was there, but as Mr Darby’s hymn puts it so well;

‘As darkness, the dominion

   Of day’s returning lord!’      (Hymn 189)

“No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”.  Recovery involves the action of divine Persons, sovereignly based on love.  That is what God has in mind, that He should have the saints for His pleasure.  The Lord’s prayer in John 17 bears on it; “that they may be one, as we are one” (v.22).  Could you think of anything more elevated than that?  Of course, we need the Holy Spirit to bring us together but, as we are often reminded, the scripture is not presented as a glorious impossibility, it is presented to us as something to be reached, and as we move in faith, the Spirit of God will help us.  It says “the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness”, Rom.8:26.  What it means is that, in our weakness, we are seeking to go on in the path of faith and do what is right, actively and pleasingly before God.  We would have a sense of our weakness, but He joins His help to that.  He joins His help to right exercises, and brings in the power that is needed.

There are many examples of recovery in the Scriptures.  You see it in Judah.  When Judah and his brethren appeared before Joseph, what did Joseph say?  “Have ye a father, or a brother?”, Gen.44:19.  He knew the answer to that perfectly well, but what he was doing was touching them in their affections.  That is one way in which we can help one another; we can draw out the best, touch on the best.  I know it is easy to speak, and that it is not so easy to practise these things, but the scripture is there for our help.  Judah pleaded with Joseph; Judah spoke about his father respectfully and when Joseph said he would keep Benjamin, Judah pleaded with Joseph, saying that if he went back without Benjamin, his father would go down to Sheol in misery.  Joseph could not resist that; he said “Put every man out from me!”, Gen.45:1.  He shed tears over it.  If I may say so reverently, I believe that we can bring before God an appeal that would touch His heart and cause recovery, but first it has to take place in my own heart.  It has to work there.  The skill of Joseph was to revive the family’s relationship; “Is your father well – the old man of whom ye spoke?  Is he yet alive?”, Gen.43:27.  He had said, “have ye a brother?”, Gen.43:7.  Well, that is a question.  Is there something that can be linked on with, is there something that can be laid hold of?  I believe that in the ways of God, and with the help of God, it can be.  I know it is easy to talk, but what I plead for is that we should make way for the Lord to work in our hearts.  There is positive gain to be secured as we think rightly of our brethren and hold them truly in affection, hold them in respect.  Think of Abraham pleading with God for a whole city, and for fifty righteous, then forty, thirty and twenty.  You might say, that is enough, but no, he went down to ten! (Gen.18:24-32).  That was intercession according to God and God listened to it and waited until he had finished.

Abigail too; what a peacemaker she was.  David had sent to Nabal looking for some support but Nabal had insulted David’s men, and he was looking for revenge (1 Sam.25).  David had been treated poorly, but to go and exact revenge was not God’s way and Abigail knew that.  She was another one, like Judah in a sense, who went down; she took the blame.  It was not her fault, but she took the blame and went with her hands full – a provision of wealth – and David listened.  What a victory that was!  She was a type of the church at a difficult time.  It has often been said, and it is right, that it is possible to go down without compromising.  You do not have to give up principles to go down.  I repeat myself yet again, I know it is easy to say these things and more difficult to practise them, but God expects us to practise these things and He gives us His Spirit that it may be so.  Abigail gave what she had and David accepted it.  That was a real victory.  I remember a long time ago in our locality, there were two brothers who did not get on, and it rankled, but one night we were reading about the holy city and its gates and one of the brothers said to the other one, ‘Who would go in by the gates of the city?’.  The other brother said, ‘You and me!’. That made the difference; a chord was touched, peace was made and help was given.

In Psalm 51 we have David’s experience.  What he had done was awful.  He had committed sin, and then he compounded it, but God worked with him.  Jehovah said through Nathan, “Thou art the man!”, 2 Sam.12:7.  What a word it is when it comes to you that you have not been just a little bit out of line, but sadly wrong.  Most of us have had that experience at some time; perhaps we have said something out of place or not quite truthful.  David came to that, but what came out in this matter of recovery was that God showed Himself.  The prophet said to David, “thou shalt not die”, 2 Sam.12:13.  What right did he have to say that?  God had told him to say “thou shalt not die”, and that is the word to us in the gospel.  I have been struck recently with John 8 where that woman was taken in adultery, a dreadful sin, but the Lord wrote on the ground and then He stood up and said “Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her”, John 8:7.  Then He wrote on the ground again and while He did that, they all went out.  Then He said, “where are those thine accusers?  Has no one condemned thee?  And she said, No one, sir.  And Jesus said to her, Neither do I condemn thee”.  That is what recovery is about; the grace of the Lord Jesus operating on this line of no condemnation.  

In the psalm, David speaks of his guilt.  It is very interesting, because it shows his recovery.  He says in verse 16 “For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou hast no pleasure in burnt-offering”.  And then he says in verse 19 “Then shalt thou have sacrifices of righteousness”.  What made the difference?  The man was repentant; that is what made the difference, and what a difference it makes.  God values repentance.  He knows better than any of us what it cost Him to answer repentance with forgiveness, what it cost His Son, what it cost the blessed Holy Spirit.  We need the Holy Spirit.  We spoke about our knowledge of the Lord but I believe we need the help and presence and power of the Holy Spirit more and more.  We need to know Him as a Person.  We know the Lord Jesus as a divine Person, we know Him as a Man, but we need to know the Holy Spirit as a divine Person who is to be known and loved and worshipped.  I believe the reference to seeing Him in bodily form as a dove (Luke 3:22) is intended to help us to see the Holy Spirit as a divine Person in His own right.  I speak with the utmost reverence.  We need His help.  

So David says here “Then shalt thou have sacrifices of righteousness, burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering; then shall they offer up bullocks upon thine altar”.  Just before that, he says “Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem”.  It does not just mean that I get right with my brother.  That is important and necessary, but what recovery means in its fullest effect is that the assembly as an entity before God is strengthened.  It says so; “Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem”.  David was asking that on the basis of his repentance.  What a thing it is that God should receive something more than He had already as our shortcomings are judged before Him in repentance.  Recovery is a marvellous matter!  God is still working.  I thought of reading 2 Timothy 2, “if God perhaps may sometime give them repentance” (v.25).  I used to think that that meant it was very difficult.  I am not now suggesting that it is easy, but what I am saying is that the door is still open and God has not closed it yet.

May we be encouraged, beloved brethren, in our relations with one another for the glory of God, and for His name’s sake.

Address at Buckie
30 April 2016

R. Gray

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:1-5 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. [4] And God saw the light that it was good; and God divided between the light and the darkness. [5] And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening, and there was morning the first day.

John 1:14-18 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth; [15] (John bears witness of him, and he has cried, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Psalms 51:7-19 (JND) [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. [8] Make me to hear gladness and joy; [that] the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. [9] Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. [11] Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not the spirit of thy holiness from me. [12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me. [13] I will teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall return unto thee. [14] Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. [15] Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare thy praise. [16] For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou hast no pleasure in burnt-offering. [17] The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. [18] Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem. …

Psalms 51:7-19 (JND) [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. [8] Make me to hear gladness and joy; [that] the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. [9] Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. [11] Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not the spirit of thy holiness from me. [12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me. [13] I will teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall return unto thee. [14] Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. [15] Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare thy praise. [16] For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou hast no pleasure in burnt-offering. [17] The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. [18] Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem. …

Job 38:4-7 (JND) [4] Where wast thou when I founded the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding. [5] Who set the measures thereof if thou knowest? or who stretched a line upon it? [6] Whereupon were the foundations thereof sunken? or who laid its corner-stone, [7] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Job 38:4-7 (JND) [4] Where wast thou when I founded the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding. [5] Who set the measures thereof if thou knowest? or who stretched a line upon it? [6] Whereupon were the foundations thereof sunken? or who laid its corner-stone, [7] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Job 38:4-7 (JND) [4] Where wast thou when I founded the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding. [5] Who set the measures thereof if thou knowest? or who stretched a line upon it? [6] Whereupon were the foundations thereof sunken? or who laid its corner-stone, [7] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Revelation 22:11 (JND) [11] Let him that does unrighteously do unrighteously still; and let the filthy make himself filthy still; and let him that is righteous practise righteousness still; and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 8:12 (JND) [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

James 4:6 (JND) [6] But he gives more grace. Wherefore he says, God sets himself against [the] proud, but gives grace to [the] lowly.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Romans 8:26 (JND) [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered.

Genesis 44:19 (JND) [19] My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother?

Genesis 45:1 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren.

Genesis 43:27 (JND) [27] And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well the old man of whom ye spoke? Is he yet alive?

Genesis 43:7 (JND) [7] And they said, The man asked very closely after us, and after our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye a brother? And we told him according to the tenor of these words. Could we at all know that he would say, Bring your brother down?

Genesis 18:24-32 (JND) [24] There are perhaps fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not forgive the place for the sake of the fifty righteous that are therein? [25] Far be it from thee to do so, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that the righteous should be as the wicked far be it from thee! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right? [26] And Jehovah said, If I find at Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will forgive all the place for their sakes. [27] And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have ventured to speak unto the Lord; I, who am dust and ashes. [28] Perhaps there may want five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city on account of the five? And he said, If I shall find forty-five there, I will not destroy [it]. [29] And he continued yet to speak with him, and said, Perhaps there may be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for the forty's sake. [30] And he said, Oh, let not the Lord be angry that I speak! Perhaps there may be thirty found there. And he said, I will not do it if I find thirty there. [31] And he said, Behold now, I have ventured to speak with the Lord. Perhaps there may be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy [it] for the twenty's sake. [32] And he said, Oh, let not the Lord be angry, that I speak yet but this time! Perhaps there may be ten found there. And he said, I will not destroy [it] for the ten's sake.

1 Samuel 25 (JND) [1] And Samuel died; and all Israel were gathered together, and lamented him; and they buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. [2] And there was a man at Maon, whose business was at Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats; and he was shearing his sheep at Carmel. [3] And the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail; and the woman was of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance; but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was a Calebite. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

2 Samuel 12:7 (JND) [7] And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man! Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

2 Samuel 12:7 (JND) [7] And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man! Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

2 Samuel 12:13 (JND) [13] And David said to Nathan, I have sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said to David, Jehovah has also put away thy sin: thou shalt not die.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:7 (JND) [7] But when they continued asking him, he lifted himself up and said to them, Let him that is without sin among you first cast the stone at her.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



CHRIST WITH US IN TESTING CIRCUMSTANCES

Exodus 15:22-25;  2 Kings 2:19-22;  4:38-41

We might speak from these three scriptures about how we can bring Christ into testing and difficult circumstances.  I do not take the subject up lightly; I feel the edge of it.  We have three difficult circumstances described in these scriptures; they are each different but the remedy, I suggest, is Christ.  Perhaps we can go over them and seek that the Spirit may bring in light in relation to them.

In Exodus 15 we have the waters of Marah, which means bitterness.  I speak tenderly and feelingly about different exercises which come upon us individually, in our families and collectively.  They do not come upon us without the Lord’s knowledge and indeed the Lord would lead us through them.  He has one great purpose in mind and that is that we may learn Him more in the circumstances, and be more like Him and for Him.  The children of Israel came to Marah.  This would have its application to us; it could refer to our individual soul exercises.  They had just come through the Red Sea, and that had been an amazing experience.  You can hardly comprehend it, that the east wind had blown and had cleared a path through the sea and they went through.  It was dry and the waters were a wall to them on each side.  They could see the waters, but they had gone through and it was a way of escape.  We often speak of the Red Sea in relation to the death of our Lord Jesus as His death for us.  The way was all prepared, God did all the work and they went forward, an amazing number of people.  The Egyptians tried to do the same, and once the children of Israel were safe on the other side, God told Moses to stretch his hand out so that the waters went back.  The Egyptians were drowned in the sea and they did not come through.  God delivered the children of Israel, then they came to Marah.

Marah would be where we learn what we are in ourselves.  That is part of our soul history.  It is not haphazard; it is the Lord desiring to help us and work for our blessing and for His glory.  I was thinking that this was the children of Israel in a collective setting.  They are being led.  Moses is a type of Christ; he led them, and it says that “Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness”.  They were in type under the Lord’s leadership.  God led them that way and He had a purpose in mind; the lessons that we have to learn must be learned.  We are always in the school of God.  But they came to Marah and “the people murmured”.  We might have great deliverance, or for a time we might have a peaceful pathway together with nothing much arising, and then difficulties occur.  The question is, what do we do when these things occur?  The people murmured.  That is what we are like naturally; we murmur, we do not like testing, we would rather things went smoothly.  They murmured.  Moses is sometimes a type of Christ but here he is a type of what the believer should be.  It says, “he cried to Jehovah”; that would be a key thing to do in times of difficulty.  “And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet”.

I would like to speak about the wood.  We have spoken about what Marah represents and the bitterness there, but what does the wood speak of?  The wood speaks of the Lord Jesus.  Can I bring Him into this situation where the waters are bitter and there is murmuring?  Can I bring in Jesus?  Can I bring the Lord Jesus into these circumstances?  And what character is the wood?  This was not like the wood of the tabernacle, of the ark and the boards of the tabernacle, which was a strong and enduring wood which was to be overlaid with gold.  This is more like the life of Christ, I venture to say, in its sacrificial character, like the wood that was burnt on the altar.  It speaks of the death of Christ.  Can I bring that in?  The One who was crucified bore our sins.  He bore the whole question of sin on the cross, raised up in ignominy and shame.  Can I bring that in?  Do I have an appreciation of that myself, the One who died for me and who was crucified for me?  

Crucifixion is an important and evocative word; it means a lot.  It was not that the Lord Jesus just passed from this scene, but crucifixion was a violent death.  He was nailed to a cross.  Have I an appreciation of the Lord Jesus as the One who has died for me, who was crucified?  And the old man has been crucified; the man in me who would murmur and rebel against God has been crucified.  Can I bring the character of the humanity of Christ into circumstances of difficulty and cause the difficulty to be dissolved and sweetness to come in?  We talked in the reading about the Lord saying “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4:34.  There is a sweetness that comes out in that.  It was sweet to the Lord to obey.  He shrank from the cross and all that it meant but He did not turn away from it, He went that way.  What sweetness has come out of the death of Christ.  The apostle Paul, when he wrote to the Corinthians, says “For I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”, 1 Cor.2:2.  

Moses was able to bring in something of that character to meet the situation.  Can I do that?  Can I bring in Christ in that character to meet a situation that may arise in the journeys of God’s people, so that the people are stilled?  They moved on from Marah; there was the ordinance and the statute, and then they moved on and came to Elim, to the twelve springs of water and the seventy palm trees.  It reminds us of the way in which the Lord went out Himself and then He sent out the twelve and then He sent out the seventy.  There is wonderful blessing, richest blessing as we get the benefit of these exercises, but without someone who could in type bring in Christ, these people would have been turning back to Egypt – how terrible that would have been!

In 2 Kings, we have Elisha in Jericho, and the men of the city came to Elisha and said “Behold now, the situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren”.  It was a right concern in relation to the conditions that were there.  Sometimes such situations arise; the Lord allows them and there is to be exercise on our part in relation to them.  The situation of the city was good.  When the people first came into the land they had to overcome Jericho.  It was the first great obstacle that was there in front of them and everything in Jericho was dedicated to destruction; it was under a curse.  They went round the walls for seven days.  For six days, they went round once each day, and then on the seventh day they went round seven times.  That adds up to thirteen times that they went round the walls and the children of Israel had to be absolutely silent for these seven days.  Then the trumpets blasted and they shouted, and the walls of Jericho came down.  The place was overcome, and there was a curse put on it; “Cursed be the man before Jehovah who shall rise up and build this city Jericho!”, Josh.6:26.  But we live in a day of grace, and the men of the city said “the situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren”.  What a sad situation that was.  It was a right exercise that there might be something done to resolve it.  We would not want such a situation to continue, with the water bad and the land barren.  

Elisha says “Bring me a new cruse, and put salt in it”.  What is the man of God going to do?  Has he an answer to the problem?  You can be sure that there is an answer.  The Lord has the answer; He is the answer to everything.  The man of God had an answer; “Bring me a new cruse” – that would be like a dish or a pan – “and put salt in it”.  Somebody had a new cruse; it was not what was old, or to do with the old order at all.  It was new.  That is important.  And somebody had salt and Elisha took this cruse and “he went forth to the source of the waters”; he went to the source of the problem.  That requires the Lord’s direction, no doubt.  What is the source of the badness and the barrenness?  He “cast the salt in there”.  Elisha had the answer but what does it speak of?  What is the answer?  I am thinking of the new cruse; it may represent what is of assembly character.  Somebody in the place has an appreciation of the assembly – a vessel that is not attached to the old order at all, and does not have its traits and characteristics but is entirely new, based on the work that Christ has accomplished and secured for Himself.

What does the salt speak of?  Salt speaks, as far as I can see, of three things.  One is that you put it on your food to bring out the flavour.  Another is that it is a preservative; it preserves things.  In years gone by before they had refrigeration, meat and other things would be salted to preserve it.  But salt is also a purifier and I wondered if there might be that aspect in its use here.  Think of the purifying effect of the life of Christ here, a Man who was entirely for God.  Again, we touched on that in the reading, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”.  The whole world stands in provisional reconciliation to God because of the work of Christ.  Think of what a purifying thing it is, and you can lay hold of that for yourself.  That is the gospel, that you lay hold of the work of Christ for yourself.  I am thinking of the purifying effect of bringing Christ in, that Man who was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Heb.7:26.  He could say Himself “for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14:30.  There was nothing in Christ that could be contaminated or corrupted, rather the opposite; everything had a purifying effect.  There were those who gathered round Him and received the benefit of that character of His.  Can I be a person who has that appreciation of Christ, that purifying, ‘making holy’ character?  The scripture says, “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one”, Heb.2:11.  Can I bring that character in?  This holiness is to bring in life; the waters are to be healed and “there shall not be from thence any more death or barrenness”.  It brings in life, it brings in goodness.  

In the first scripture, the water supply was secured in sweetness, and in this scripture, the land is really secured in fruitfulness and life.  Life is the answer to corruption.  Even in our natural bodies, it is life that keeps corruption at bay; that is the way that God has ordered it in creation.  But think of a life that is incorruptible, a Person so wonderful that He can convey to each one of us an incorruptible life.  What a Person the Lord Jesus is!  Do I have an appreciation of Him in this character as the Holy One who has secured everything for God?  Can I bring that in?  Can I identify that and bring it to bear in a situation where there might be difficulties?  I draw the attention of my beloved brethren to Christ and to His work.  It says “And the waters were healed to this day”.  The situation of the city was good, and now the waters were good so the land would not be barren any more.  It would be a fruitful land, a good place to live, a land that Jehovah has blessed.  Well, that is the result of someone having an appreciation of Christ in this character and bringing in blessing.

In our final scripture, we have a famine.  Elisha went to Gilgal.  When the children of Israel came across the Jordan into the land, they came to Gilgal.  We speak about the Jordan as our death with Christ.  At the Jordan, the waters were rolled back out of sight and Israel went over on dry land.  The ark was there in the midst of the Jordan, so it is our death with Him.  We can see Him; we cannot come near because of the distinction and holiness of His person, ever beyond us, but what an appreciation we can have of Christ as we cross the Jordan on dry land.  The river had been overflowing all its banks, and yet it was out of sight.  How wonderful!  And then what came next was Gilgal.  The children of Israel were circumcised there; it speaks of cutting off the flesh.  Our flesh has been cut off in the death of Christ; that is how drastic this matter is.  Gilgal is a very important place on our journey, not a place we visit only once but a place we come back to.  “And Elisha came again to Gilgal”.  We always have to come back to the place where the flesh is cut off.  “This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt” (Josh.5:9); it was not only cutting off the flesh, but the whole reproach of Egypt rolled away.  

Elisha came again to Gilgal, and there was a famine.  It is a difficult time when there is a famine, with not enough to eat for various reasons.  There was a famine in the land and the sons of the prophets were there, they were gathered around the man of God.  No doubt they had a sense that he was a man with resource, who knew what God would desire to bring in to answer the situation.  He says “Set on the great pot, and boil pottage for the sons of the prophets”.  It is not a banquet, it is pottage; simple food, suitable for the time.  And then one man goes out to gather herbs, which was all right; it says in Proverbs: “Better is a meal of herbs where love is, than a fatted ox and hatred therewith”, Prov.15:17.  This would have been a meal of herbs where love is; the prophet would have had that influence.  But this man found a wild vine and he gathered his lap full of colocynths and shred them into the pot.  I understand that in large doses they are fatal because of the effect they have on the body.  He shred them into the pot and he did not know what they were; he thought they looked good.  I tremble to think that I might ever do that, bring something in, cast into the pot what is not Christ.  It was a wild vine, and they did not know what it was.  That is not food, things like that are not food for our souls, but it says “And they poured out for the men to eat”.  Thankfully, they realised there was a problem.  That is important.  If they had continued eating, then it would have been fatal; there was “death in the pot”.  But the man of God had the answer.  “And they could not eat it.  And he said, Then bring meal”.  In type, he had an appreciation of Christ to bring in to the circumstance.

What would the meal speak of?  We had a reference in the reading to the fine flour of the oblation.  Perhaps there would be a link with that in the meal, what is grown in the field, but it speaks to us of Christ in His humility.  It is simple food, it is the grains that grow in the field like barley and wheat, ground down so that you can use it, and the prophet says “Then bring meal”.  It was a day of famine and you might think that it was a bit unreasonable, but somebody had meal.  It was as if the prophet knew that; he had the confidence that somebody there would have what was required and he showed him what to do with it.  “Then bring meal.  And he cast it into the pot”.  It is our appreciation of Christ in the humility of His manhood here.  Think of what He was as He moved amongst men, always doing good.  “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit”, John 12:24.  That is the meal which we can eat, the fruit of the death of Christ and it is that kind of Person, that kind of man; the spirit of the lowly Lord Jesus.  He said “for I am meek and lowly in heart”, and “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened”, Matt.11:28,29.  It speaks of Himself, meek and lowly in heart.  Do I have an appreciation of Christ in that character which I can bring in to circumstances of difficulty where someone has brought in what is wild?  How easy it is for that to happen, but can I bring in the meal?  Elisha “cast it into the pot, and said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat.  And there was no harm in the pot”.  We can bring Christ in to these circumstances and then there will be no harm in the pot.  The pot might speak of the fellowship that we can enjoy together; we can sit down and eat of it.  Can we bring Christ in?  Can I bring Christ into every circumstance of difficulty and have it resolved in that way by that blessed, holy One?  That is what I long for myself.  I am sure we would each long to be able to do that.

A very important point about these three scriptures is that nothing was thrown away, nothing was discarded.  The waters of Marah were still there, but they had been made different; they were made sweet because Christ in type had been brought in.  Jericho was still there, its waters were there, and the land was there but they had been made different.  The waters were no longer bad and the land was no longer barren.  The circumstances had been changed because Christ had been brought in.  In the last scripture, they did not tip the pot out and start again.  No, Christ was brought in and what was there was made suitable, made palatable; life had come in to the food supply.  How important is an appreciation of Christ in this way!

That was the exercise which I carried for this meeting, and I pray that we may get help from it, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Address at Aberdeen
28 May 2016 

R.W. McClean

 


Scripture references

Exodus 15:22-25 (JND) [22] And Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. [23] And they came to Marah, and could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore the name of it was called Marah. [24] And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them.

2 Kings 2:19-22 (JND) [19] And the men of the city said to Elisha, Behold now, the situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren. [20] And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt in it. And they brought it to him. [21] And he went forth to the source of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith Jehovah: I have healed these waters: there shall not be from thence any more death or barrenness. [22] And the waters were healed to this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spoke.

2 Kings 4:38-41 (JND) [38] And Elisha came again to Gilgal. And there was a famine in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him. And he said to his servant, Set on the great pot, and boil pottage for the sons of the prophets. [39] Then one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered from it his lap full of wild colocynths, and came and shred them into the pot of pottage; for they did not know them. [40] And they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they cried out and said, Man of God, there is death in the pot! And they could not eat [it]. [41] And he said, Then bring meal. And he cast [it] into the pot, and said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.

Joshua 6:26 (JND) [26] And Joshua swore at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before Jehovah who shall rise up and build this city Jericho! In his first-born shall he lay its foundation, and in his youngest son shall he set up its gates.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Joshua 5:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah said to Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. And the name of the place was called Gilgal to this day.

Proverbs 15:17 (JND) [17] Better is a meal of herbs where love is, than a fatted ox and hatred therewith.

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Matthew 11:28-29 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;



SINGING

Job 35:10;  Acts 16:23-25;  Ephesians 5:18-21;  Colossians 3:16,17;  Revelation 5:9,10

I had an impression about singing and was encouraged by our brother’s word about being watchful.  Hymn 150 says ‘And as we wait we sing’.  This scripture in Job came to mind; “God ... who giveth songs in the night”.  It is put negatively but I wanted to speak of this very comforting thought that God is the One who can give songs in the night.

I suppose we can look at this in two ways.  We can think about the present period of the testimony which we are in as being the night season.  We read on Lord’s day about the day dawning and the morning star arising (2 Pet.1:19), and we would all feel that this is just about to happen; certainly that would be our hope.  At the present time, we are in the darkest part of the night – although the world that rejected Christ has always been awful – but God can come in and give songs in the night.  Then for each of us individually, it is sometimes literally during the night that things seem worst in our circumstances.  We have tests and trials but we can turn to God and He can come in and provide comfort and give something of the character of these songs in the night.  I was thinking how the Father is the “Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement” (2 Cor.1:3), and how the Lord Jesus would give comfort too.  The scripture speaks of Him as "able to sympathise with our infirmities" and "tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”, Heb.4:15.  We can know the comfort of divine Persons in secret, even when things seem difficult or dark.  The fact that songs are given “in the night" would imply that it would be individual and in secret.  We sang at the beginning that the Holy Spirit delights to bring impressions of Christ before us and guide us into the truth, and that we are ‘From glory unto glory brought’ (Hymn 412).  The thought of transport would come into singing and individually, in the night, we can know what it is to be lifted above our circumstances and given impressions of the Lord Jesus. 

In Acts, these two men had experiences like this.  It was literally in the night and they were in the darkest part of the prison and yet “Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing”.  It might not always be literal singing but we can have a song in our hearts.  While Paul and Silas were actually singing, it was the outward expression of what was in their hearts.  They were praying; I am sure that they were feeling their circumstances, but they were also praising God with singing and there were others who listened to them.  Even in difficult circumstances there was a testimony to others around them.  I did not read it but when the earthquake took place and the jailor was about to kill himself, Paul said “Do thyself no harm”, Acts 16:28.  Paul was thinking about the protection of this man and I think that reflects the state of Paul’s soul.  Of course, Paul was an elect vessel and an apostle, but this made me think of what we read in Colossians, “singing with grace in your hearts to God”.  We cannot be engaged in song and praise to God unless there is grace in our hearts and I think that is displayed here by Paul.  He was thinking of this man’s protection, the man who had locked them in the inner prison.  I remember being helped to see that this is like the kingdom operating practically.  These two men were in very difficult circumstances and yet they were marked by this protective feature of the kingdom in grace.

These two scriptures in Ephesians and Colossians are very similar, but the one in Ephesians speaks of being “filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord”.  This kind of singing is not music that incites natural or fleshly emotions; it is a different kind of singing altogether.  It comes from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and being filled with the Spirit.  That would be a test for each one of us, but it shows that the source of this singing is from God by the Spirit.  It is speaking to yourselves, so this is no longer only an individual matter but we join together in singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.  A psalm, as we have often been told, speaks of our experiences with God, a hymn would be singing together to divine Persons and a spiritual song would be a song of praise relating to divine Persons.  We can all be engaged in this together, and it is “singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord”, so our affections are engaged as we sing.  I know that we do experience this.  I am not only thinking of the actual singing but also for example on a Lord's day morning, we might not actually be singing all the time but our hearts would be singing.  We would be engaged in praise and thanksgiving and worship to divine Persons.  That would be what They would desire, and we would be engaged in this in our affections.  It is not just singing words from a piece of paper, but we are engaged in it and thinking about what we are singing and our affections are stirred up as we sing.  Then it says here “submitting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ”.  That would be a good feature, to be submitting ourselves to one another.  Being subject to each other would lead to a good state amongst us.  It is very attractive.

And then in Colossians, “Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another”.  We spoke of this on Lord’s day, of full thoughts and full knowledge.  The language here is very full; the word of the Christ is to dwell in us richly and it is “in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God”.  It is a very attractive way to teach and to admonish, to do it in all wisdom and in this way.  Again, it might not be actual singing, but persons in whom the word of the Christ is dwelling richly will be marked by wisdom in teaching and admonishing which will result in us being formed in grace and a fuller response to divine Persons.  It is a very attractive thought to sing “with grace in your hearts to God”.  We could not sing to God with bitterness in our hearts, for example.  And then it says “And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him”.  This would have an effect upon us, that we might be here as persons who are thankful.  There is so much to be thankful for.  There are many different and varied tests and pressures at the present time; there always have been.  With some matters, you do not even know how to pray about them, but there is much to be thankful for too.  Think of what we do enjoy together, the prospect of divine Persons coming to take Their abode with us and to serve us, then what we can enjoy as serving Them.  How blessed these matters are and we can be thankful for them.

We often consider things that will go through and things that belong to the present time that do not go through.  In Revelation, we see that singing does go through.  It is something that we can be engaged in now that will go through into eternity.  The scripture here speaks of the time between the rapture and the appearing so it is not eternity, but we will be in final conditions and there is a new song.  At the present time, we often feel the pressures and feel the exercises of the testimony and the different circumstances that one and another are in, but when we will be singing this new song, there will be none of that.  As the hymn says, ‘When past for ever is the night of weeping’ (Hymn 421); there will no sorrow or tears left and all will be entirely new.  There will be a song of endless joy in which we will be engaged.  

I was thinking too of how the scripture speaks of the Lord Jesus; “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises” (Heb.2:12); how attractive that is.  This song that we will be engaged with eternally is not something that we have started or set on, but it is the Lord Jesus who has set it on and we come into it.  As Hymn 237 says, ‘The voice of Christ is heard o’er all’; how attractive that is and what a prospect it is, but we can know something of it now, particularly in the service of God.  We have been reminded that we can view things as completed and I think that is something we can experience on a Lord’s day morning, what is complete and settled and final.  Everything of nature is past and we can be engaged in eternal song.

These thoughts are scattered, but what was in my mind is that we can be engaged in this kind of singing while we wait for Him.  May the Lord encourage us and bless these few simple thoughts.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
11 October 2016

M.B. Grant
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Scripture references

Job 35:10 (JND) [10] But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night,

Acts 16:23-25 (JND) [23] And having laid many stripes upon them they cast [them] into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely; [24] who, having received such a charge, cast them into the inner prison, and secured their feet to the stocks. [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

Ephesians 5:18-21 (JND) [18] And be not drunk with wine, in which is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, [19] speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord; [20] giving thanks at all times for all things to him [who is] God and [the] Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [21] submitting yourselves to one another in [the] fear of Christ.

Colossians 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. [17] And everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, [do] all things in [the] name of [the] Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by him.

Revelation 5:9-10 (JND) [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, [10] and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth.

2 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] And we have the prophetic word [made] surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until [the] day dawn and [the] morning star arise in your hearts;

2 Corinthians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement;

Hebrews 4:15 (JND) [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart.

Acts 16:28 (JND) [28] But Paul called out with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.
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