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THE TABERNACLE OF THE TESTIMONY

J. G. Chalmers 

Exodus 38: 20, 21 

Some of us considered this section of scripture in this room three days ago and we were impressed with the moral greatness of the tabernacle, called here “the tabernacle of the testimony”, an unusual name which denotes its distinctiveness. The fact that the things that composed the tabernacle were numbered and counted shows their value to God; each item, in the sight of God, was of great price. The tabernacle of the testimony is a type of the assembly, the vessel of the testimony in this dispensation, and it represents what is universal, but the truth of it is worked out in local assemblies. The assembly of God in Corinth was the vessel of the testimony in that place. In this day of public ruin and confusion we cannot claim to be the assembly—that would be assumption—but as walking in the divinely prescribed path of separation according to 2 Timothy 2: 19–23 we can work out together, in the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, the moral features proper to the assembly, the vessel of the testimony. 

Our sister had a living part in that. Her whole life was related to the assembly and she was numbered and counted as one who was of great value in the sight of God. The section goes on to speak of the weight of gold. Those of us who knew our sister could discern the gold in her—the work of God in its own intrinsic value which will abide to eternity. Then it speaks of the weight of silver which was provided by the half shekel brought by those who were numbered from twenty years old and upward. Our sister brought her half shekel—her 

appreciation of the fact that she had been redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, that He loved her and gave Himself for her. The chapter finishes with the weight of copper, and the pegs are mentioned last. They are also mentioned in the first verse we read. These pegs of copper were not conspicuous but they played a vital part in the support of the tabernacle, especially in the vicissitudes of the wilderness. Our sister was a peg of copper. She was formed by the Spirit in the principles of separation from iniquity. She was never prominent but was present at all the meetings as long as she was able and she always supported the truth and the testimony in a humble spirit, no matter how critical the times were. She was truly a peg of copper, steadfast and immovable. The Lord Jesus has now taken her to be with Himself. She is now in the blessed rest of His presence. What a comfort for those who mourn! But the assembly, the vessel of the testimony, is still here and will remain here until the Lord comes to translate her to her own heavenly place. That event is imminent. Then the assembly will appear with Christ, no longer as the vessel of the testimony, but as the vessel of display. Finally, she will be the residence of glory in the eternal state. 

May each one of our hearts be freshly impressed with the moral greatness of the assembly as the vessel of the testimony, especially our young brothers and sisters, so that they may commit themselves fully to the testimony and so be found amongst those who are numbered and counted as pleasurable and valuable to God Himself, both in His service and in His testimony. May the death of our sister yield fruit to God in this way, for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Miss V. Murray, Buckie
 September 1989 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 38:20-21 (JND) [20] And all the pegs for the tabernacle and for the court round about were of copper. [21] These are the things numbered of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the testimony, which were counted, according to the commandment of Moses, by the service of the Levites, under the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest.

2 Timothy 2:19-23 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. [23] But foolish and senseless questionings avoid, knowing that they beget contentions.



GENUINENESS

B. D. Fooks 

1 Samuel 1: 5–17; 2 Timothy 1: 3–8; Philippians 2: 19–21; Acts 20: 28–38 

I seek help from the Lord, dear brethren, to speak about genuineness—not a very well known thing in the world today. How fine it is to look at the faces of the brethren, the saints, and see what is genuine in love for Christ, for that is what is going through. We sang that in our hymn—‘Blessèd climax of love’s story—When Thy glorious face we see!’ So it is with that in view, and with the glory of Christ in the affections of the saints, and I trust in mine too, that we are able to carry something of the feelings of heaven while we are together. It is very important to be together, dear brethren; it is no light matter to sit down like this and have our Bibles open. It is very important that we look past the vessel and see what God says, and how He desires to encourage you. If we take up what we had recently in one of the magazines (Sept. 1989 issue, p.4), “The morning cometh”—oh what a time that is going to be, the morning. It is now the night season, the Lord Jesus is dishonoured. I trust there is not one of us here that is dishonouring Him; I trust we are honouring the Son of God. It is a very important matter. Think of the coming of the Lord—I speak of that feelingly, dear brethren; you look around on the saints and there are some who have been here a long time waiting to see the Lord. There is patience involved in that in the testimony, carrying exercises daily, carrying weakness in the body as well. How well He knows it! The blessed One who has been here knows all about you, dear brother or sister; He knows how much you love Him. Oh that we loved Him more!—that we were prepared to serve Him more, feeble though we may be. 

He will take you up, if you love Him, to serve His people, to care for them. There are few things more wonderful than genuine care for the saints; it is the great commodity, you might say—one of the greatest anyway. The Spirit of God will support you in your love for Christ and His own. 

It is seen in persons like Hannah whom we read about, a feeling woman who desired nothing but that God would be served by way of a man child—manhood. We are exhorted to be men in the testimony. The Lord loves to serve us in that regard. You may be a sister but it is needed that you be a strong person, strong in the Lord, strong in the truth and in what is right, what is holy, that you are holy and true, like Him morally. The Spirit of God, dear brethren, is, I believe, bringing before us the moral beauties of Jesus. We had it recently in Psalm 45, “fairer than the sons of men”. He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. What a glorious Person He is! The Spirit of God just points you to Christ that you might be morally like Him here. You see, if you do not understand the assembly and what it is, you must learn it that way, and the moral road to it—loving righteousness and hating lawlessness. Are we all holy, brethren, and true, like Jesus? How testing it is to say, but it is to be true of us. The Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit; He indwells you; so you take account of your body; your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and we are not our own. You think of that; think of it as you sit in your seat. Just think of us sitting here, dear brethren, and what it means to Him! One of the greatest things on this earth is that we are here to hear what heaven is saying. There is nothing around like that; the world cannot provide it because it is just an empty shell. Oh that we would come to that more, that the world is empty, but we have what comes by way of Christ in heaven and the blessed Spirit here. 

So, dear brethren, may we be like this dear woman in 1 Samuel; she wept much, it says, and entreated God. I wonder how much we do that; let us be encouraged to do it, to entreat much of God that there might be formation in the saints—manhood. A wonderful thing manhood, a priceless thing, is it not? Look around the saints, look at their faces, and see what is priceless there. You relate to that, dear brother, and you relate to what God has done in you. He has done something in you; He has given Jesus for you. You can always relate to the gospel in any meeting. The blessed Saviour came into the world to die for you. He loved you that much. Now, what would you do for Him? Would you take matters up, like this woman, feelingly, and be a genuine person in relation to the work of God in the saints? Do not be casual but be loving, and caring, and genuine. So you see Christ formed in the saints. We all know that the blessed product of this woman’s travail was to bring David in—“Arise, anoint him; for this is he”, 1 Samuel 16, 12. Oh to be able to say that amongst the saints! This is the Man. You follow Christ; do not follow anyone else; if you have any doubts, turn to Him and pray. We need to pray more, dear brethren, to use our knees in prayer like they did in Acts 20; Paul knelt down and prayed with them all. Scripture speaks much of prayer. You look it up and find out how many times it speaks of it. We need to pray more, to pray for the saints, to pray for men; think of the vastness of humanity today, the lawlessness of men away from God, not knowing Jesus; how much feeling enters into prayer. 

As for this woman, Hannah, she was told she was drunk; Eli did not understand her. It may be someone might not understand you and your tears; your family might not understand you; but as you are with God He will support you in your exercise that there might be this genuineness in manhood brought to light, that the Lord Jesus may be honoured. Do you like honouring Him? It is wonderful to hear about Him, is it not? This current ministry is very affecting, 

“The morning cometh”. It surely does, and you live in the light of it. I believe, dear brethren, if we lived in the light of it more we would be kept here in simplicity and in truthfulness and holiness. Just be a simple lover of Christ, and so be like Hannah, be like this woman, be genuine. As I say, you might be misunderstood, but how wonderful it is to bring Him in, to see the formation in the saints. How valuable the sisterhood is in patient prayer unseen by us; we sang in our hymn about it— 

‘Patience waits, while love is yearning 

For Thy presence in the air’. 

How you yearn for Him! It is the time for that, but then He has not come yet you see. The Lord did not come last week or last night, we are still here, we still have to go forward humbly in these bodies of flesh and blood, but the Lord will be with you and He will give you grace, and He takes account of genuineness. 

We need to get through to it that it is not a matter of a position; no it is not; you must get free of that idea if you think that (and it is very easy sometimes to be carried along with a crowd), but it is because of a blessed Man in the glory. How much do you love Him? How much He has loved His own right through the generations; what faithfulness has carried the saints through. You get to a point and you say, What can I do, Lord? Cry to Him if you feel like that, dear brother or sister, bring Him into it. As I say, how often He has carried the saints through on His shoulders. 

A brother reminded us recently as to the sheep. You are a farmer; you pick up a lawless sheep; it wanted to run off on its own way; it kicks and you may get wounded. The Lord Jesus did all that for us. He has carried us on His shoulders right against our will. Oh how self-willed we sometimes get; maybe I still am sometimes self-willed, wanting to go my own way. Be pointed towards Christ, the One who said, “To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight”, and by doing it He set aside one order of things and brought in another in new creation. Wonderful it is to see new creation. Oh, in your affections, dear brother and sister, see it, get through to it by way of travail if necessary, get through to what is new and abiding and firm, and you be like that, too, be a stable person in the testimony so that nothing will shake you. Why should we be shaken? 

Now I read from Timothy because in his case too there is the parental line of things. Paul had taken things up in relation to Timothy with a view to him getting through to something, remembering the parental line of care, the unfeigned faith of a grandmother and a mother. I would say simply, stop and think what God has done by way of godly parents. Maybe you can look round and see them; they may be sitting next to you. They were probably on their knees before you were born, praying that you might honour Christ in your walk here. Oh that we may not dishonour Him in the little time that is left! In these bodies that we have, may we be pure and holy. The word to this dear young man was, “Keep thyself pure”. In that way you are humbly available to God and His people. You are not to be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, “nor of me his prisoner”. How important it is, dear brethren, that we take up this line, like the beloved apostle, and are fathers and mothers to the dear young brethren, encouraging them by reminding them of the faith of their parents. You remember how your father and mother prayed for you. I remember a dear mother who prayed on her knees before her son was born that he might not dishonour the Lord Jesus. What fine faith that is! You relate to it, and you relate to the work of God in yourself. It is a wonderful thing, and thus stability comes about. 

So when we get to Philippians Paul says, “For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”. Are you like that, dear brother? I speak very feelingly because we need one another. We need that kind of feeling for one another, genuine feeling. 

A brother in our meeting said, ‘I do not often hear somebody come up and say. How are you getting on in your soul?’ How are you getting on, dear sister, with the Lord Jesus? Do you find Him as attractive to you as you did when you were converted? It may be we need fresh conversions, dear brethren; maybe there is someone here who is not converted, who does not know the Saviour. That is solemn, is it not? It is a very real matter not to be looking on to His coming and to the morning. Hence the word of the prophet, “The morning cometh, and also the night” (Isaiah 21: 12); it is what was in that ministry, “If ye will inquire, inquire, return, come”. It is a time of testing for us, the Lord would speak to us, I believe, as to getting through to genuineness, what is real. Can you love what is real, when a brother loves you and can come up and say that to you—How are you getting on? A beautiful thing that! 

So Timothy was like that, and he had tears. You really feel things, do you not? You feel it if a brother is going away, or if a sister is not getting on too well in the testimony. What about the tears? What about what is happening around us, 

the coldness of hearts as to Christ? Do you feel that? Are there any tears of feeling that the Lord Jesus is so set aside today? Man will go on with his sport on the Lord’s day, on any day, and set Him aside. Scripture speaks of “the man whom the king delights to honour” (Esther 6: 6)—Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh may we, dear brethren, honour Him; He has done everything for us; He is carrying us through, and He is going to carry us through right into eternity. What it is to be with Him! I trust we are all with Him. I trust that you are a genuine person, not just carried along with the crowd, as I said, You say, Well, it is meeting time tonight—you come because you love Him, and you want to see what is of Himself being formed in the saints; you have that feeling, and maybe tears with it. Pray before you come to the meeting, ‘Lord help us in the meeting tonight; we need Thee, Lord’. We do need Him. I think we need to be kept dependent; there is so much independence in my heart; the more we call upon Him the more, I think, we are preserved from that. 

Now in Acts 20, “shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”. We need to do that, dear brethren, increasingly. The preciousness of the brotherhood and the sisterhood should be so much valued by us that we would do anything to shepherd it in whatever measure it may be. Why? Because “he has purchased (it) with the blood of his own”. Of what value it is to heaven! The saints, in this locality, in other localities, in my own locality—How much do I value them? How precious they are to heaven! The apostle laboured night and day with them, and, as he says elsewhere, “if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved” (2 Corinthians 12: 15), it did not stop Paul loving them. Someone might not understand you; the little admonition you might provide in love might not be understood; but be genuine in it anyway, and the love that goes with it, and the spirit of Christ. How important it is, because it will maintain us and keep us close together. It says they fell on Paul’s neck. Think of that; what affection! They did not take offence as to what Paul had said, but they fell on his neck and embraced him, and that is what the brotherhood is; you embrace the brethren in your locality, and wherever they may be. 

It is wonderful to move around amongst the brethren. It is one of the greatest experiences my wife and I have had to meet brethren whom we have never met before; the faces of most of the brethren here we have never seen before, and yet we feel we know you. Why is that? 

Because we have the one Lord Jesus—“The word ... and my Spirit, remain among you”, Haggai 2: 5. How wonderful that is! How cheering it is to your soul and spirit; it will keep you, keep you in the night season, for we are in the night season; but He is coming soon; it is nearly the morning. May we be preserved till the morning, dear brethren, in faithfulness. Let us not be turned aside by anything; let us be like the Lord Himself and turn not aside for any. 

He set His face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. Why? It was for His own, His assembly; He loved the assembly. “Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”. 

What would you not do for His own, dear brother, what would you not do in love for Christ, in love for His own? There is not much time left; maybe you are wasting it in some way or other; maybe I am; it searches us all. Take up this injunction in the Scripture—“shepherd the assembly of God”; take it on as your own. Look at a brother and say, I will protect that; it is Christ’s and very precious, the greatest thing. The young sister, the young brother, the little child growing up; take care of them, dear brethren. Let us take account of those who are precious under the eye of God. 

Well, how are we going to be from now on? There is not much time left for us. It is very important, I think, that we relate to the work of God in our hearts. If we are not too sure, feeling that our measure is small, and we may feel it is slipping, let us pray to Him about that. 

Ask the Lord to help you to be genuine, and to be like Him here in this world, holy and true and pure. There is so much unholiness in the world, and certain things have crept into some homes of the saints, but we need to be holy, we need to have that kind of judgment which is in the light of the death of Jesus. God has met every issue in that way; feelingly He has had to deal with it all. Psalm 22 would come to you, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” —then, “and thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel” (Psalm 22: l, 3). All these things, dear brethren, are intended to keep us, to keep us holy and true, and genuine. Oh that we might get through to that! Go away with something tonight anyway; the word of God says I need to be genuine, not put on a good face and make out I am something I am not; that is no good to heaven. Be like the Lord Jesus, be like the True, how wonderful He is! We cannot say enough about Him. Dear brother and sister, you commit your life to Him in the little time that is left and you will find how wonderful He is. He is a Shepherd, the great Shepherd of the sheep. Take character from Him, and thus you protect what is here of Himself. 

Well, beloved brethren, that is all I have to say, it is my message the Lord has given me. I do desire that we might find great joy in being here while we are waiting for the Lord. Then it is not some irksome thing to come to the meeting or to go to brother So-and-so’s house, and spend the night speaking of the Lord Jesus and singing about Him, or maybe praying with a brother. It is a good thing to do that, to pray about the testimony with a brother. It is very much needed, dear brethren, this genuineness that should mark us in our feelings, proper godly feelings as to things that are happening; to take our part in them, to accept responsibility for all the departure there has been, because there is great blessing ahead for us. The greatest things are in the mind of the Spirit, to bring us into them; a greater knowledge of Christ and His glory, then what is to be seen, and is being formed now, in the assembly, the faithful vessel in His absence, the woman of worth, her price far above rubies, what is chief to His heart—we sing, 

‘Nor what is next Thy heart 

Can we forget; 

Thy saints, O Lord, with Thee 

In glory met’. 

They are the formation of all this love that is flowing. Oh that we would relate more to it! I am sure the Lord will encourage us in the last days in which we are living. We may not see one another again; a few days He has given us to see one another. In the glory we surely will see one another again. 

May we be preserved in fidelity to Him: He has done everything from His side, the Holy and the True, and He has provided us with means in the Spirit and in one another. It is wonderful to have the saints to fall back on in times of need; an arm to lean on; homes to go into, maybe a breast to lean on, someone to shed a tear with; all these things are practical, but they are real and wonderful, and part of this genuineness that the Lord is looking for till He come. What a blessed climax it will be, beloved brethren, when we see Him face to face! In the meantime, may we be preserved in this genuineness in love for Him that goes through, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
26 August 1989 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 1:5-17 (JND) [5] but to Hannah he used to give a double portion, for he loved Hannah; but Jehovah had shut up her womb. [6] And her adversary provoked her much also, to make her fret, because Jehovah had shut up her womb. [7] And [as] he did so year by year, as often as she went up to the house of Jehovah, she provoked her thus; and she wept and did not eat. [8] And Elkanah her husband said to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? Am not I better to thee than ten sons? [9] And Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk; (now Eli the priest sat upon the seat by the door-post of the temple of Jehovah;) [10] and she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept much. [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. [12] And it came to pass as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. [13] Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought she was drunken. [14] And Eli said to her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. [15] And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before Jehovah. [16] Take not thy handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my grief and provocation have I spoken hitherto. …

2 Timothy 1:3-8 (JND) [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, [4] earnestly desiring to see thee, remembering thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; [5] calling to mind the unfeigned faith which [has been] in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and in thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that in thee also. [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

Philippians 2:19-21 (JND) [19] But I hope in [the] Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that *I* also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on. [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

Acts 20:28-38 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. [29] [For] *I* know [this,] that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; [30] and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them. [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears. [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified. [33] I have coveted [the] silver or gold or clothing of no one. [34] Yourselves know that these hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me. [35] I have shewed you all things, that thus labouring [we] ought to come in aid of the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. [36] And having said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. [37] And they all wept sore; and falling upon the neck of Paul they ardently kissed him, [38] specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face. And they went down with him to the ship.

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

1 Samuel 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided me a king among his sons. [2] And Samuel said, How shall I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And Jehovah said, Take a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah. [3] And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Isaiah 21:12 (JND) [12] The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come.

Esther 6:6 (JND) [6] So Haman came in. And the king said to him, What is to be done with the man whom the king delights to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to me?

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

Haggai 2:5 (JND) [5] The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you: fear ye not.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …



THE EFFECT OF A MANIFESTATION

F. C. Mutton 

Luke 24: 28–36; Psalm 118: Just an impression, dear brethren, as to the intended effect of light and a manifestation of the Lord Jesus to us. We are, thank God, very often together for ministry and fellowship and it is always intended to have an effect; otherwise it would be merely academic. Everything is centred for us in the Person of our blessed Lord Jesus and in this passage in Luke we see the result of a presentation of Himself. Whether it is the Supper, a reading meeting, or a ministry meeting, some impression of Christ is to be received and to have an immediate effect. 

We well know about these two disciples in Luke 24 and we enter sympathetically into their feelings. They were downcast, depressed, doubtful; it seemed to them that all their hopes had been dashed. Then the Lord Jesus drew near to them. Unperceived by them for who He was, He was prepared to go with them, and to be detained by them. Then He took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened, and they recognised Him, through the means He had used. What a blessed thing that is! Whatever kind of meeting it is, may we discern Him. “They recognised him”, and how good it is if after a meeting you can say, ‘It was the Lord, and He spoke to me’; not just that a certain brother spoke, but the Lord said something to me. 

The result was immediate. He disappeared from them; they spoke about the experience they had had, and, rising up the same hour, they returned to 

Jerusalem. The Lord had not said a word about returning to Jerusalem, but He well knew what the effect of the presentation of Himself would be. May it be like that with oneself, with us all, that the Lord has the joy of seeing a quick response to the way He has made Himself known. Reference was made during the past week-end to being quick learners, and these dear brethren, who had been diverted, were quick in their reception of light in the Person of our Lord. It was something very joyful; “rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem”. 

They got back to the divine centre and they found the eleven, and those with them. A profitable conversation was going on, to which they could now bring their own contribution, and anyone who has seen the Lord will have a contribution. Then, “as they were saying these things”, the most wonderful event of all occurred—“He himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace be unto you”. There was more to be done, further adjustment was needed, but one’s impression is this, dear brethren—If the Lord presents Himself, let Him not have to wait for an answer to that presentation. Let us rise up the same hour in answer to the manifestation of Himself. 

In Psalm 118 there has been light. “Jehovah is God, and he has given us light”. Well, we can humbly say that there is light among the beloved brethren. We have been sovereignly recovered to the light. Now, what is our answer to be? If we have been given light, whether it be the general light of the recovery, or what currently shines in our assemblings, what is to be our answer? The response in the psalm is very affecting—“Bind the sacrifice with cords—up to the horns of the altar”. Any light, as answered to, will involve some sacrifice, some adjustment, some yielding, something relinquished. I do not mean necessarily something evil. 

If there is something evil which I am clinging to it will most certainly have to be given up; but it may be that something more is called for in the way of deepened committal and Nazariteship. The word is, “Bind the sacrifice with cords”. It might be a young person saying, ‘I want to answer to the light and appeal of Romans 12, and to present my body a living sacrifice’. “Bind the sacrifice with cords—up to the horns of the altar”. It is definite and irrevocable. There is an answer in obedience and affection to the supremacy of the sacrifice of our blessed Lord Jesus. 

I think it is a most attractive thought, that light comes, and light is received, and it is received sacrificially, and thus there is something for God. We think of what was supreme and unique that went up from the horns of the altar in the sufferings of Christ. Then there is your, or my, tiny sacrifice, yet it is associated before God with the precious character of the offering of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is something for His pleasure, and something that will surely result in our spiritual prosperity. May it be so with us, for His glory. 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:28-36 (JND) [28] And they drew near to the village where they were going, and *he* made as though he would go farther. [29] And they constrained him, saying, Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is declining. And he entered in to stay with them. [30] And it came to pass as he was at table with them, having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken it, gave it to them. [31] And their eyes were opened, and they recognised him. And he disappeared from them. [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us? [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. [35] And they related what [had happened] on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread. [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you.

Psalms 118 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [2] Oh let Israel say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [3] Oh let the house of Aaron say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Psalms 118 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [2] Oh let Israel say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [3] Oh let the house of Aaron say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …



“NOTHING DOTH STUMBLE THEM”

B. M. Deck 

Psalm 119: 165; 125: 1–3 

I was thinking of this allusion, “Nothing doth stumble them”. It would appeal to us as the days outwardly get more difficult, which, as we have been prophetically warned, is to mark the end of this dispensation. Most of us would have to say we have stumbled enough, and within ourselves there is no assurance, apart from the Spirit, that we can be maintained in life until the Lord comes. I would like to stimulate our desire in that direction. The Lord is maintaining His testimony in those that love Him. Thank God we are numbered amongst the thousands that love God. Psalm 119, as we have been reminded recently, is really the climax of the Psalms; the rest is a kind of appendix. 

This is a wonderful psalm, of which we have read one verse, “Great peace have they that love thy law”. As we read through the psalm it is “Thy law”, “Thy judgments”, “Thy precepts”. I think we could read Jesus into this psalm. It is the Word, you see; it is the whole alphabet. “In the beginning was the Word”. The revealed mind of God was there in God manifest in flesh, in the Person of the Son. This psalm, coming at the end, is the culmination of the experiences of the Psalms, and it does not have a title or say who wrote it. We need our own psalms, dear brethren, as the fruit of our experience with God and His faithfulness to us. What a blessed result, “Christ is everything and in all”, Colossians 3: 11. How searching that is, as to whether He is governing every facet of my life. 

This psalm would cover everything, whatever the trial or suffering this psalm would bring in a precept, or a judgment, or a law, or a word, that would give direction and impulse and peace. That, beloved brethren, is more than the doctrine—it is the Person of Jesus. We come to, “They that confide in Jehovah”. Here it says, where we read, “Great peace have they that love thy law”. Oh to have that kind of peace! “My peace”, the Lord says, “I leave with you”. 

What peace He had; unbroken confidence and communion with the Father. We may say, ‘Can I have that?’ He says, ‘I am leaving that peace with you’. So we want to be restful amidst circumstances that are not easy and maybe they will not get any easier—having an inward sense of peace that is not disturbed whatever the circumstances may be, so that it says, “nothing doth stumble them”. How precious that is! 

Jude says, “But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling ...”. We have tried it long enough to attempt to get through on our own, only to find how miserably we failed. The Lord wants us to trust Him and to trust the Spirit—to trust God. Someone has said, ‘It is perhaps one of the most difficult lessons to learn to trust the Lord’. Most of us would have to confess we so often try everything else first. I would exhort, take it first to the Lord in prayer. There is assurance here that “nothing doth stumble them”. Oh to be steeped in the appreciation of the moral glories of Jesus; that is what we have had over these recent days, and the Spirit’s work is to form the saints in those features morally; not displayed yet; that will be in the city coming down, having the glory of God. Oh the substantiality of that vessel! involving every believer, every lover with his own peculiar impress of Christ giving glory to that vessel. Now we are in the time of formation and how important it is in our histories to arrive at a psalm as the conclusion and result of our experiences, where “Christ is everything, and in all”. 

So the succeeding psalms are the appendix; they are the ‘going up’ psalms—the Songs of degrees—we are going up; ‘Yon heaven is our home’. Our hold on earth should be getting less, dear brethren, less and less, until there is hardly anything holding us. But “They that confide in Jehovah are as mount Zion”. That is where our stability lies, and “the mountains round about her” would be principles that govern the assembly, the house of God. Therein lies stability. Let us not be affected, or tainted, by the spirit, or the things, of the world. There is no stability in this poor world, so rapidly heading for its doom, as is only too apparent; but as to those who love Zion, “they that confide in Jehovah are as mount Zion, which cannot be moved; it abideth for ever”. Then it says, “Jehovah is round about his people”. O, beloved brethren, what a comfort to be together like this now, to know that He is near to us, “about his people”, that is. His affections are surrounding us as we are together. He is “about his people”. He cares about us, “from henceforth and for evermore”. 

Now I just want to touch on verse 3, “the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity”. Now I find this very searching, for we need to care for one another. I do not know that I can quite explain what is in my mind, but the Spirit of God is here. We need to be careful that we do not by our influence put persons into a situation that is too much for them. I can understand, perhaps, during the forty days, John might draw near to Peter and say, Peter, that was my fault; I led you where you were not able for it’, I do not know how you feel, dear brethren, but this searches me, whether in certain things we may have put persons in a situation that was too much for them; ‘lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity’. It does not condone the iniquity, but certain actions have put persons in what we might say naturally were impossible positions. I just want to leave that for us to think about. What we need is the stability of Zion, and to be governed by the truth so that no one ‘stumbles’; and the final word is that we do not want to stumble anyone else. May the Lord help us. Amen. 

Words in meeting for ministry, Motueka, New Zealand
14 March 1989 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 119:165 (JND) [165] Great peace have they that love thy law, and nothing doth stumble them.

Psalms 125:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} They that confide in Jehovah are as mount Zion, which cannot be moved; it abideth for ever. [2] Jerusalem! mountains are round about her, and Jehovah is round about his people, from henceforth and for evermore. [3] For the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.



“ARISE, ANOINT HIM”

D. J. Wright 

Luke 2: 41–45; 1 Samuel 16: 11, 12 

I suppose, dear brethren, it would be right to say that the life which we live is a journey, life’s journey; we could perhaps refer to it as such. But for the believer in Christ that life ends in glory. Every day is a part of life’s journey. There were those here in Luke 2 who went a day’s journey and they supposed they had the company of Christ—“supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together”. I am sure we all know what it is to go a day in life’s journey just supposing Him to be in the company, supposing Him to be with us. His parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. It was a custom; it was the thing to do. 

You might get into a routine in your life, and it seems to be the right thing to do, but, just speaking for myself, it can become mechanical, and you may go through a day, and it might have to be said that you have gone a day’s march nearer home and not known the company of Christ. We have been challenged recently as to what kind of friend each of us is to Jesus. We often speak of what a Friend He is to us, and that is perfectly true. But how important it is—I feel it for myself—that individually we start each day in life’s journey by seeking the Lord, seeking Him on our knees, not only to speak to Him in relation to the needs that may lie before us in the day, but to seek the strength that we need to be here in a way that is pleasing to Him. He would be ever near us, and so we proceed through the day. 

There is too the importance of reading the living word of God before setting out in the morning. 

When you are retired you have more time, of course, but for others it is sometimes a bit of a rush. But just a verse or two of Scripture, God’s living word, will give you something to start the day, another day’s journey. I feel the importance of this for myself; it is the way, I believe, in which we are sustained in our souls; preserved too, for we need preservation in the day in which we are. Then at the end of the day too it is just as important. The psalmist speaks of the Lord teaching us to number our days (Psalm 90: 12). We can commit ourselves afresh to the One from whom we have experienced help and experienced the sense of His love toward us. We can close the day in relation to what may have entered into it, speaking to Him about it simply. I fear just falling into a routine, “supposing him to be in the company” 

as it were. I would just like to apply this scripture in that way, beloved brethren, that we need to be sure, to have some sense of the company of Christ, and some sense of His approval. 

Paul knew it; he sought it; he said, “the Lord stood with me” when all others deserted him (see 2 Timothy 4: 16, 17). What an increase in the knowledge of the Lord we would thus have, speaking simply; how much more He would mean to me. We had a touch in the preaching a few weeks back as to the One who is indispensable to us. Well, that is not automatic, it is not mechanical, it is something that is to be known in real experience in a simple way. All these things would underlie the health of our souls, and therefore the health of the local company. 

I read in Samuel because there was, speaking simply, a meeting proceeding there, and David, a type of our Lord Jesus, was not there. Samuel, spiritual man as he was, was impressed with the kind of man that Eliab was, the height of his stature, and so on. The seven sons came in, each representing a whole line of things that had 

been rejected, and there was, in type, the absence of the Lord. I fear, beloved brethren, our coming together in a mechanical kind of way. We know a good deal, we have the ministry on our bookshelves and we could hold it mentally and say the right things, but unless the Lord comes in with His own touch it will not be living, there will not be vitality. 

So Samuel says, “Are these all the young men?”, and Jesse replies, “There is yet the youngest remaining”. You see, things had been negative up till then; nothing much had happened; they had been together but they had not got anywhere. Samuel says, “Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither”. What a suitable attitude that is, beloved brethren, as we approach any occasion. When David was brought in he stood out in his beauty, in his uniqueness. It says, “he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance”. He is the One who is altogether lovely, the One in whom there is no spot. One who is fairer than the sons of men, who is the chiefest among ten thousand. He alone can bring in that quickening touch which sets aglow the hearts of those who love Him. What a word this is, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. There was no mistake about it. O, beloved brethren, what a word that is—“Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. Would that it were more and more our language as we have a sense of His own touch. May we not be satisfied in any comings together until we have some sense of that quickening touch which will result in our giving Him that supreme place in our affections that He is worthy of. He will gain a greater place among the saints as this is experienced, and we too will appreciate more the beauties of the One of whom the spouse could say, “As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons”, Song of Solomon 2: 3. What a 

privilege, beloved brethren, to be among those who anoint Him with the oil of gladness. What a wonderful thing it is that you can look around on the company and see features of Christ in the saints; but there is One who stands out unique above all others, and as His quickening touch is known there will be this answer in each soul, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. 

Well, that is the simple impression I had. He is the One who is indispensable to us; firstly we prove it, I think, in an individual way in life’s journey, but that would bring in the good ground, the healthy soil, as it were, in which He can be free among His own, and where He can have that place supremely, and where we can have our part in spontaneity in anointing Him. May we know it increasingly, beloved brethren, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
8 August 1989 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:41-45 (JND) [41] And his parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast [43] and had completed the days, as they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not [of it]; [44] but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together, they went a day's journey, and sought him among their relations and acquaintances: [45] and not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him.

1 Samuel 16:11-12 (JND) [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Psalms 90:12 (JND) [12] So teach [us] to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart.

2 Timothy 4:16-17 (JND) [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them. [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.

Song of Solomon 2:3 (JND) [3] As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, So is my beloved among the sons: In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste.



A PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE

G. H. Brown 

Father, we humbly seek 

That Thou in wisdom wilt direct our way, 

For Thou almighty art and we are weak, 

And oft our footsteps stray! 

In every storm and stress 

O guide and guard us by Thy powerful hand 

Throughout this waste and arid wilderness 

Of ever-shifting sand. 

And yet we surely learn 

The desert is not pathless when we trace 

Thy faithful guidance and Thy ways discern 

Of never-failing grace. 

The feet of Jesus here 

Have marked the track where He Himself has been, 

And we may follow where His steps appear 

Across this barren scene. 

A path Thou hast ordained 

Wherein our pilgrim feet may safely tread, 

So keep us close to Thee, through faith sustained 

And by Thy Spirit led 

Until that cloudless morn 

When we no more shall tread the desert way— 

When with enraptured hearts we greet the dawn 

Of Thine unending day! 

Melbourne 

 


EXTRACT

We should covet to be attractive to souls that fear God; there should be that about us which would attract thirsty souls with spiritual needs and exercises. The assembly is the circle on earth where God is known, where the unsearchable riches of Christ can be found, where the Holy Spirit dwells. It is God’s city. The contrast between Babylon and Jerusalem challenges us at every point. What are we delighting in, and cultivating, and exhibiting? The features of the great harlot, or the features of the bride? If I am on the line of what ministers to vanity and self-exaltation, either in myself or in others, that is the line of Babylon. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of the Revelation’, pp.186, 187) 
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