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THE BUILDING OF THE ASSEMBLY

R. Taylor 

Matthew 16: 13–18; 1 Peter 2: 1–5, 9, 10; 1 Corinthians 3: 9–13; Revelation 21: 9–14 

I seek fresh grace with the Spirit’s help to speak about building. In the passages of scripture which I have read you will notice that the Lord says, “I will build” in Matthew, and in Corinthians there is a word for each of us to see how we build. These two things are going on at the present time. On the one hand there is a building which stands unshakeable of which the Lord says, “I will build” and I would like for my own heart to get some fresh impression of that on this occasion. On the other hand there is what man has a hand in. First of all I speak as to what Christ is building, something that man can never interfere with, and we, dear brethren, are to realise that we have a part in that today. 

This section of scripture is very precious; I can understand the Lord’s heart being moved in this incident. Earlier in this chapter, in verse 4, it says that He left them and went away. Think of all that had transpired earlier in the book, the sermon on the mount as we speak, and all that He had done in these succeeding chapters, and saying, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”, Matthew 11: 28. Think of all the ministrations of divine grace that had been in Jesus and here it says He went away; His heart was sorrowful. 

Think of the joy then when He heard someone saying “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. The first time that Jesus had heard those words from human lips. He had already heard the Father’s voice, but here was a man, who had seen Him in everyday circumstances, saying, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. It moved the Lord to say these precious words, “I will build my assembly, and hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”. It has gone on 

from that day and will go on until the rapture through circumstances of great opposition. It is a very wonderful thing to me, that in spite of all the attacks of the devil for two thousand years, of organised, active, power against the building of the assembly, it is still shining in human hearts. It shows the foundation that it is built upon, this great rock, a revelation from the Father. 

The Lord speaking earlier says, “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?” The Lord conveyed in those words His feelings about His rejection, and He is feeling it today. He is feeling it grievously I would say. The speaker says in the Song of Songs that when He came His locks were wet with the dew of the night (Song of Songs 5: 2). There was nobody to take Him in; that is the public position, the Lord Jesus is shut out. They do not say anything really bad about Him, in fact they would think they were saying something good, Elias, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. What is your impression of Christ? “But ye, who do ye say that I am?” 

Simon Peter says, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. There is nobody to be compared with Him in Peter’s affections. Is that how it is with you and me? The Lord Jesus says, “flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee”. It does not come about through trying to educate our minds or trying to get the best of what men may have said about Him. It is completely outside the area of speculation which is rampant today, and we need to speak more about the Person of Jesus, who He is, “The Christ, the Son of the living God”. When one of the blind men had his eyes opened he first of all saw men as trees walking. It had improved his sight, he had none before, but it is a very confused state of things. He needed another touch and the Lord took him outside the village to get it (Mark 8: 23). We need to get clear of speculation, what others may be saying. 

We need to get into the Father’s presence for that is where this impression came from about Jesus. Nobody had said it before. John the baptist pointed to it, but 

here was something that had never passed human lips before, an impression from the Father about who Jesus is, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”, that men should know in simple language that He was the Man who could do everything. That is what the woman came to in John 4 that there was a Man there who not only knew everything but could do everything. That is what Peter is saying in that simple expression “Thou”, nobody else, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”, the One who expressed God and is able to hold everything for God. The Son of God is God’s ideal; whatever promises of God there are they are all secured in the Son of God. It was a revelation and it was specific to Peter. I do not want to detract from that, but in the principle of it there must be something gained in your soul from the Father as to who Jesus is or all your life you will be on unstable and uncertain ground. The Lord said the revelation was a rock. He says, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona”. Simon was blessed in that revelation and his confession, and the Lord Jesus says, 

“flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens”. It would bring up our relations with the Spirit of God. The Father is in the heavens but there is another divine Person here, who is very interested to hear your exercises about who Christ is, very ready to convey the Father’s impression about Jesus. A beloved servant of the Lord, who served very acceptably among the saints for many years, repeated time and again in his ministry that he often asked the Father to show him what it was that He found so precious in Jesus, quoting “This is my beloved Son—hear him”, Luke 9: 35. And here He conveys it to Peter that He was the Christ, the One in whom everything was going to be established. 

It moves the Lord to say, “I say unto thee that thou art Peter”. He distinguishes Peter. Every person who has had this revelation, in the principle of it, and has come to appreciate Christ in His glory as the Son of God has something distinctive about them because it is not only in words. “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 

God” was something formed in Peter’s soul that was expressed, but it was not only a quotation; it was something formed through his links with the Father. This gospel in a very simple way leads us to develop our links with the Father. It says, “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret” 

(Matthew 6: 6); on the principle of it Peter had done that. He was past the speculation and the confusion and the Father was very ready to hear his request, “thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee”. So the Lord addresses him, “thou art Peter”; it is very beautiful what Peter could say about Christ, but think of what Christ said about Peter. I wonder what the Lord says about you and me. We would be humbled but we would be encouraged, dear brethren, that as He looks on what the Father has wrought in your heart and mine He is able to name it. 

I may say more about that later, but here I want to speak about what the Lord says, “I will build my assembly”. It was the first time those words had been uttered, “my assembly”. It had been very precious to His heart; it was before Him no doubt in His incoming, but here He uses these words “on this rock I will build my assembly”. The assembly is founded from this point of view on the person of Jesus; there would be no point of it without that. It was because of Adam that Eve was formed; there was a need for a counterpart, one who was entirely suited to him, that was not to be found anywhere else in the creation, “I will make him a helpmate, his like”, Genesis 2: 18. Here the Lord is speaking about that. Eve was to be a suited companion, “his like”. That is what Christ is building, something that is in perfect accord with Himself, the glorious Man. It is something that stands immutable, unshakeable, a building going on that all the forces of hades’ gates will never spoil. We shall see it in its glory in a day to come, of which we have read in Revelation, but I want to say that it is going on now. 

I wonder how much it is enshrined in our hearts, how much we really have a view of it apart from all that breakdown can ever interfere with. There is nothing more attractive in the universe than what Christ is building that He calls “my assembly”. He adds, “and hades’ 

gates shall not prevail against it”. He says, “I will build”, it is what He is doing. It speaks in Chronicles, in relation to the building of the temple, of what David and Solomon did. In the tabernacle, which would be more connected with Corinthians, persons had a part in the building, but in Chronicles, David speaks of what “I have prepared according to all my power”, 1 Chronicles 29: 2. It says what he had done, the things that he had provided; 

“moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given” (1 Chronicles 29: 3); and then he speaks of all that he had brought, the glory and the grandeur of it; that is something akin to what we have here, the Lord saying “I will build”. It is His own workmanship and what a glorious tribute it will be to Him in that day to come when it is displayed in all its glory. 

But then He is using material and so He says to Peter, “thou art Peter”, meaning ‘A stone’. 

There was something formed in his soul as to the person of Christ and it was unshakeable. 

We all have names, we were speaking this afternoon about names registered in heaven. There is a very beautiful touch at the end of the Old Testament about God recording in a book of remembrance the names of all those who thought upon His name. He speaks of them as a peculiar treasure (Malachi 3: 16, 17). This is what is recorded in the book about Peter. I wonder what the Lord would record in His books about you and me. He could only record what the Father has revealed in His grace, and the Spirit has brought into our hearts as to who this glorious Person is. 

That brings me to what Peter says about the material. The Lord is using, I would say, fine material. Peter speaks about laying aside things that the Lord cannot use, things that are unserviceable and unsuitable 

to this glorious structure. Then he says, “To whom coming, a living stone”. There is a Living Stone but then there are also living stones; there is something in the saints that is material suited to what Christ is building and that, dear brethren, is you and me as giving room for the gracious activities of the Spirit of God. So Peter says, “To whom coming”. He must have been thinking of these words that he had already said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. He is encouraging those saints who were dispersed and persecuted; most of them had lost their homes, maybe their belongings, maybe their friends, they had lost a great deal. He says, “To whom coming ... as living stones, are being built up”. The Lord is looking for living stones, divine material, the Spirit’s workmanship, for His building. That is going on today amid all the departure, amid all the sorrows, the Lord is building and He is using living stones. It says ye “are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” and “ye are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light”. 

There are the stones, divine workmanship, impressions of Christ in the souls of the saints, that the Lord is fitting into the building. There is great variety in what is going to be displayed, and it is in persons where there is a work of God in the soul. Maybe you had not thought much about that; you maybe thought the Lord’s building was something unreal, but it is not; He is building the impressions of Christ in the hearts of the saints and He is fitting it all together to be displayed to the wonder of the universe. Dear brethren, it is going on today, in this very room. May we be attentive to what the Lord is doing in your heart and mine, another piece of gold, another precious stone. These things are largely formed in suffering; the flesh, man’s ability and charm have no part in it. They come from the Father, divine workmanship and the Lord is putting them together, 

awaiting that glorious day, but even now, there may be set forth, “a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession”. It is very beautiful the way Peter can speak of things that may have become ordinary in man’s eyes; he gives them a touch of dignity, “a kingly priesthood”, not just an ordinary priesthood, “a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light”. 

That is how Peter valued it, and he is encouraging these dispersed saints to appreciate the work of God in their hearts; what is being gained through experience, through suffering and through communion with the blessed Spirit of God, of a living character, all being built up by the hand of the Master. He knows where to place each stone; He knows how to form it. You may think you are only one of a great many saints; in the Lord’s eye you are a part of the building, and He is passing us through exercises, both blessed and sorrowful, so that the gold and the precious stones may shine in their true lustre. May we be subject and amenable to the movements of Jesus in the way He is fitting us and building “my assembly”. He will not change His ideal about it. He does not have to alter what He thought about the assembly. It says He “has delivered himself up for it” (Ephesians 5: 25); He has given us some impression of how precious that assembly is to Him. I would appeal to the younger brethren to apply themselves to receiving some fresh impressions of the preciousness of the assembly to Christ. 

A very beloved brother ministered for years in the Spirit’s power in bringing out the preciousness of the assembly to Christ, but I fear it is not appreciated as much as it should be in the days we are in. I would encourage us again to speak about it in our local gatherings, to ask the Father to give us some fresh impressions of Christ and the distinctiveness of the assembly as His counterpart. It is being built today and He is looking for you, as a living stone, a piece of silver or gold, to see how He can gently form it to fit into this 

glorious vessel. 

Well, I speak of something else when I turn to Corinthians but that will not alter in any way what I have already said. Indeed I would say that unless we have an impression of what Christ speaks of as “my assembly”, and what He is building, we shall never be able to have our part in the building that is referred to in 1 Corinthians 3. We must learn things from God’s side, what Christ’s view of the assembly is to function in our local meeting. So Paul here says, “ye are God’s husbandry, God’s building”. It means that God has taken you in hand; He has planted you in a certain place in view of fruit in that place. Then it says “God’s building”; it means that God is doing something from His own side. Then Paul comes here to the foundation; he says, “I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it”. In what we are coming to now we have to look at the foundation and the foundation is in 1 Corinthians 2: 2, “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”, and in chapter 2 

the gift of the Spirit, “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard ... but God has revealed to us by his Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9, 10. That is all in the foundation that Paul is referring to here. It is all divine, “For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one build upon this foundation”. That is the position that we are in today, we are building upon this foundation, but let us see to it that there is no other foundation but “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. 

You want to bring your contributions into the local meeting. I would say you are missed if you are not there; you are part of the local company that God has set in the place. Each one is to be engaged in the building which requires work and it requires workmen; but the first thing that has to be attended to is that the work is in accord with the foundation. It seems here that some were bringing wood, grass, straw; that does not contribute to the local meeting. What God is looking for 

is quality in accord with the foundation, “if any one build upon this foundation’’. It brings us to Paul’s ministry and that is basic to the appreciation of the assembly in its local setting. The Lord Jesus Christ has His workmen and here is Paul, Peter and John, and it is clear that Paul has been specially given light as to the assembly and the expression of it is in localities. Here there are builders in the locality and it says, “if any one build upon this foundation”. I say again, let us look to see that what we are bringing in from our households is all in accord with the foundation, “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. Paul had to labour in Corinth, where men were very able, to set it aside that what they were doing in the meeting was not in accord with the foundation that Paul had laid. 

The local meeting may be small but it is very precious in the eyes of heaven, and our very presence in the meeting is to be in accord with the foundation. The way we sit in the meeting, our attitude, are we just listening casually, are we attentive to what the Spirit may say? In Corinth, Paul says even when you come to the meeting it is not for the better (1 Corinthians 11: 17). Could it be that they came together for the worse? They did. That sobers us as to how we come to the meeting, and how we are in the presence of divine speaking in our various places. So this is the assembly in Corinth and he envisages persons coming with gold, silver and precious stones. These things have to be mined; it is the material that the Lord is using in His building. In Corinth here are persons putting it into the local company. It is not just what may be said on Lord’s day morning, but what about the prayer meeting? The prayers of the saints on a Monday evening are part of the gold, the silver, and the precious stones. I would like to leave an impression on our hearts as to the local company and the importance of our part in it. 

We are to be exercised to be contributing to the good of it, like Simeon and Anna corning in with their gold. There was a great deal of speculation in Jerusalem 

at that time but it says, “behold, there was a man in Jerusalem”, Luke 2: 25. He knew his place in the local company. It was a difficult time in Jerusalem, it was maybe a night when he could have been at home taking his ease, but there he was with the child Jesus in his arms. 

There was a man who brought something of the gold, the silver and the precious stones. 

There was Anna at the same time who spoke of Him to all those who waited for redemption. 

There were persons in the local company building gold, silver and precious stones. I say these things to show how much is available, to an old man and an old woman, but it is equally available to the youngest to bring in some impression of Christ as gold and silver and precious stones. Well Paul was confident that it was going on in Corinth. 

I only refer to Revelation to show that these lines of building coalesce. You may think Revelation 21 is all that Christ has built, but it is both I would suggest, because in Revelation 19 it says “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints” (see the plural word there), Revelation 19: 7, 8. It was what they had done, it is what is being built in our localities. It would include contributions in the prayer meetings, the readings and the ministry meetings. It is what Christ has built, and may it be enshrined in our affections; there is also “the righteousnesses of the saints”. Something not much taken account of in the world, maybe even despised, but the Lord sees all the building going on, and I think it is all being put together here. It says, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. It is not just as a bride, but I will show thee the bride, the great result of the present dispensation. 

At the rapture the work of God in the saints will be taken up, when the saints are taken from these bodies of humiliation to be clothed with glory, and formed into this wonderful vessel, the bride, the Lamb’s wife. It is what Jesus Christ has built, what there is that is of Himself formed in the saints, being worked out now in us under the Holy Spirit of God. It says that he “shewed me the holy city”. What workmanship in that! In an unholy world, something is being formed that is divine, “the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”. Her shining is reflective, but it is something more than that—it is intrinsic. It is the gold, silver, and the precious stones, all put together. It is what Christ has been building, but it is also what the saints have been contributing. It is all here. You will notice there is no wood or straw or anything like that; it says that her shining was like a most precious stone. I will only comment in passing on the emphasis among all these stones to jasper, clear as crystal; that is something that is needed, dear brethren, in our building in our localities, transparency. It is mentioned three times. It seems to be distinguished among those precious stones that “the building of its wall was jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass”; again it is transparent. Each of these stones has its own distinction adding to the beauty and the lustre of this glorious vessel. 

Dear brethren, may it be increasingly enshrined in our affections, governed by what Christ is building. Today, this very night, I trust in this very room there is something that Christ would appeal to and is building. It says of His service to the assembly, “purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot or wrinkle, or any of such things”, Ephesians 5: 26, 27. You can see the work of the Master, you can see divine workmanship in this glorious vessel, and all the fruit of this present dispensation in which we are having our part. Here is the great end, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”. It is a very remarkable thing that John in the early part of Revelation sees breakdown, but at the end he sees what has been formed in Ephesus, Philadelphia, Laodicea and in all our localities. Here he sees it shining, formed in divine workmanship to be displayed to the universe. Before that, dear brethren, there will be a time in private with the Bridegroom. There is a very beautiful poem by Mr. J. G. Bellett, 

‘The glories of the Kingdom are coming by-and-by, 

And I shall see the brethren, be crowned with them on high. 

I know that I shall reign, but before it all for me, 

There’s a time alone with Jesus, the Man that died for me’. 

The display will be marvellous, it will be the wonder of the universe, but there will be a time when the assembly is alone with Jesus. For His heart? Yes. The building completed, the work over, the result enjoyed in the intimacy of the Bridegroom with the bride, and then it comes out in display. That is how it is all formed, dear brethren, in deep affection for Jesus. May we all know more about it that there may be something increasingly formed of the gold, the silver and the precious stones in our localities, For Christ’s name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
8 January 2005 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 16:13-18 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

1 Peter 2:1-10 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [6] Because it is contained in the scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame. [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner, [8] and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient to which also they have been appointed. [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

1 Corinthians 3:9-13 (JND) [9] For we are God's fellow-workmen; ye are God's husbandry, God's building. [10] According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ. [12] Now if any one build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, [13] the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare [it], because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is.

Revelation 21:9-14 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Song of Solomon 5:2 (JND) [2] I slept, but my heart was awake. The voice of my beloved! he knocketh: Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, mine undefiled; For my head is filled with dew, My locks with the drops of the night.

Mark 8:23 (JND) [23] And taking hold of the hand of the blind man he led him forth out of the village, and having spit upon his eyes, he laid his hands upon him, and asked him if he beheld anything.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Luke 9:35 (JND) [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.

1 Chronicles 29:2 (JND) [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance.

1 Chronicles 29:3 (JND) [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary:

Malachi 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

1 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? …

1 Corinthians 2:2 (JND) [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified.

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

1 Corinthians 11:17 (JND) [17] But [in] prescribing [to you on] this [which I now enter on], I do not praise, [namely,] that ye come together, not for the better, but for the worse.

Luke 2:25 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Revelation 19:7-8 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Ephesians 5:26-27 (JND) [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.



PERSONS MARKED BY FEATURES PLEASING TO GOD

J. R. Bellamy 

Joshua 6: 25; Daniel 6: 10; Colossians 4: 12, 13; Psalm 122: 1–9 

I suppose it goes without saying that these three persons of whom we have read find their place in the Holy Scriptures because of certain features that were expressed in them; features that were pleasurable under the eye of God, features that we might profitably consider, and features which we may well desire to emulate. The one outstanding feature these three persons shared in common was that God’s interests had become their interests, and their lives were governed by that. 

The first person that we read of, Rahab, is a very interesting person. She is first introduced to us in Joshua, before the children of Israel had even crossed the Jordan, or before they had surrounded the city of Jericho. Listen to what she has to say to these spies that Joshua had sent to spy out the land. It says that before they had lain down she went up to them, upon the roof, and she said to them, “I know that Jehovah has given you the land, and that the dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For we have heard that Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red Sea before you when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. We heard of it, and our heart melted, and there remained no more spirit in any man because of you; for Jehovah your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath”, Joshua 2: 9–11. I think those two spies must have stood there aghast, in wonderment, at what this woman had to say; that she was most interested in what God was doing is evident. She knew the history of what had gone on through the forty years in the wilderness. As I say this, the words of our beloved brother, Mr. Jim Renton, ring in my ears; how often have we heard him say, ‘Divine Persons are interested in interested persons’. I trust that I am one such here this afternoon. That divine Persons were interested in Rahab is obvious. 

Further, she has honourable mention in the New Testament three times. We have only gone five verses in the New Testament before Rahab is mentioned, and what is said of her is, “Salmon begat Boaz of Rachab”, Matthew 1: 5. He was the mighty man of wealth in the book of Ruth. Then we are told that “Boaz began Obed of Ruth”, and then the Spirit of God tells us, “and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David the king”. The fact that she finds her place in the royal genealogy evidences 

the interest divine Persons had in her. She is among the crowd of witnesses in Hebrews 11—it says, “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace” (Hebrews 11: 31). Why? Because she was not an unbeliever, she was a believer and she perished not along with the unbelieving. James tells us about her works, he says, “But was not in like manner also Rahab the harlot justified on the principle of works, when she had received the messengers and put them forth by another way?”, James 2: 25. 

That is, her works were in keeping with her faith, and they were commensurate with her faith. 

That is a word for all of us, what about our works? Do they support our faith, are they equal to our faith? 

For the interest of the young people, I just point out that Rahab’s house was built upon the wall of Jericho. You say, Well, what happened to her house when the walls of Jericho came down? It says that the wall of Jericho fell down flat. God is equal to preserving her even in these circumstances. Obviously Rahab’s house was intact, nobody perished in her house, and it appears that nobody was even injured. The spies go in and bring her out. Then the Spirit of God tells us a most interesting thing, that Rahab dwelt in the midst of Israel to this day. 

Where is that? What is meant by the midst of Israel? What was in the midst of Israel? The testimony, the tabernacle, the ark in the tent of meeting was all there in the centre of Israel. In Exodus 40, it is most interesting to me in view of what has already come into our meetings here, it says, “Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, On the day of the first month, on the first of the month, shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. And thou shalt put in it the ark of the testimony, and thou shalt cover the ark with the veil”, Exodus 40: 1–3. It is interesting when God spoke to Moses, the first thing he refers to as being put in the tent of meeting was the ark of testimony, Christ typically! He was the centre of all that which God established here on earth for His pleasure, where He was to be served in the 

midst of His people. This is in accord with what has been engaging us today as to the place Christ has in the divine system. There, enthroned and seated at God’s right hand, He has been made both Lord and Christ. 

Well, dear brethren, we can see that this is where Rahab dwelt, this is where she lived, as close to the divine centre as it was possible to get. In Numbers 2, God again commands Moses as to the setting of the tribes. Looking at that passage we see three tribes were positioned on the east side, three tribes on the south side, three tribes on the west side, and three tribes on the north side, and there right in the midst of Israel was the ark of testimony; Christ typically right in the centre, surrounded by the twelve tribes. Rahab dwelt as close to this centre as she could, until this day. I have often wondered what this is intended to convey, and suggest it is not unlike what the Lord said to Martha, in speaking of Mary, “Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”, Luke 10: 42. God regarded Rahab’s desires and there she dwells to this day. 

As we go on to the passage referring to Daniel, we find a most interesting man. This kingdom in which he, in God’s ways, finds his place, probably embraced pretty much the then civilized world. There were one hundred and twenty satraps over the kingdom, I suppose they were area governors, and over them were three presidents, of whom Daniel was one. We are told, 

“this Daniel surpassed the presidents and the satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to appoint him over the whole realm”, Daniel 6: 3. The enemy immediately endeavours to defeat this; he would wish to limit the influence of such a man as this in the kingdom. The satraps and other governors unite to petition the king to pass a decree that no one could ask for anything of anyone but of King Darius himself. Knowing Daniel was a praying man, they set this trap for him, and the king, not discerning their evil intent, passed the edict. In the 

verse we read, it says, “And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees”—he did not have to open his windows, they were always open, towards Jerusalem; this was his outlook! Why does it say, “he kneeled on his knees three times a day”. Do you know any other way to kneel? Why does the scripture put it that way? I think it is to intensify the thought of prayer, he kneeled on his knees, an intensification of this thought of how he spoke to God in relation to his interests in Jerusalem. It is rather like what James says in his epistle, “The fervent supplication of the righteous man has much power”, James 5: 16. It says that he prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. It almost seems that his confidence in his God was such that he was unconcerned by this plan that had been plotted against him. It does not say that he prayed for anything for himself, his confidence was such in his God that his prayer stood related to Jerusalem, the sphere of God’s interest here on earth. You say, But Daniel, do you not know that the walls of Jerusalem lie in ruins? Oh, Daniel cherished the memory of what had been there for the pleasure of God, and he would tell you, It is not going to remain this way. He was looking on to the re-establishing of things in Jerusalem where what was for the pleasure of God would again proceed. 

I read about Epaphras because I think he is the New Testament counterpart of Daniel. It would seem that, like Daniel, he too was a captive in a foreign land, and in those circumstances, he was really justifying God. Just as Daniel accepted God’s governmental ways with Israel, not complaining in the circumstances, but holding himself available to serve God according to His will, so Epaphras is uncomplaining about his lot. It is evident that Paul was a prisoner here as in a previous verse he says, “Aristarchus my fellow-captive salutes you” (Colossians 4: 10), and at the end of the epistle to Philemon, Paul in speaking of Epaphras refers to him as “my fellow- 

prisoner in Christ Jesus” (Philemon 23). What is Epaphras doing? Is he praying in relation to his own circumstances, the situation he was in, in God’s ways? No, his outlook, his interest, was in relation to what was for God’s pleasure in Colosse, his local meeting, and in his neighbouring meetings too, because it says he prayed also for “them in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis”. I thought of this when our brother was speaking in the address yesterday, it is evident that Epaphras was aware that the enemy and his agencies were active in Colosse, in his local meeting, in view of hindering the saints from arriving at the full thought of God for them. Paul says, “Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God”. How the saints in Colosse must have been affected when this letter was read to them! Whatever his circumstances were personally, this is what Epaphras had before him, that the saints might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. How fine that is! 

We were speaking this afternoon of the mystery of His will, also in Ephesians 1, we get a reference to “the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1: 6), and “the counsel of his own will” (Ephesians 1: 11); God is working these things out, and Epaphras is in full sympathy and support of what God was doing. Well, dear brethren, in view of current circumstances, I feel there is a need, in all of our localities, for men like Epaphras. I was thinking as our brother spoke yesterday, of the verse in Revelation, that speaks of the enemy “knowing he has a short time”, Revelation 12: 12. We are near the end of the dispensation and the enemy is disposed to be doing all that he can to prevent the saints from arriving at what Epaphras was praying for here. There is a present need, in all our localities, for persons to fill out this service that the enemy may be defeated in his efforts in this regard. 

I suppose what we have been saying relates largely to individual service although it is obvious these persons 

had what was collective in their hearts and affections. In Psalm 122, we come to what is collective, and I am sure we can readily see how these three persons would rejoice to enter into what is expressed in this psalm. First of all, I wish to draw your attention to the structure of the psalm; the first and last verses both refer to the house of Jehovah, that is, the house of Jehovah is the primary thought in the psalm. The intervening verses relate to Jerusalem, and Jerusalem, of course, had its place in the psalmist’s mind because the house of Jehovah was situated there but God’s house is the prime thought. God’s house, as far as I understand it, is never spoken of as being in heaven, it is something that has been established here on earth in which God dwells. He does not dwell alone, He dwells in the midst of His people, His saints. 

It might help the young ones to follow if we were to refer to related passages in the New Testament. One that comes to mind is in Hebrews 12; 22, we are said to have come to “mount Zion; and to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem”. Our centre is not here on earth, our centre is the heavenly Jerusalem, that is the character of it, it is heavenly. The assembly is heavenly in origin and it is heavenly in destiny, it is the heavenly Jerusalem. Our brother, also, this afternoon, referred to a passage in Ephesians 2: 19, I think it helps us in the understanding of this, “So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”. How wonderful that is, that we should have part in the divine family, the household of God. In God’s house, not only does he dwell there, but that is where His love is to be experienced and enjoyed. This is where we, by the Spirit, are privileged to enjoy a foretaste of what Mr. Darby refers to in Hymn 88,

‘In Thine own house. There love divine 

Fills the bright courts with cloudless joy; 

But ‘tis the love that made us Thine 

Fills all that house without alloy’. 

This is our heritage, beloved brethren, this is what God has called us to enjoy together. The passage in Ephesians goes on to say, “being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone”, that is, everything takes pattern from that glorious Man enshrined in God’s presence. 

But then, it says, “in whom all the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”. This is where God dwells, fitted together, built together, God’s handiwork! You can see this is what is in the thoughts of the psalmist here, as he says, “I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah”. Can you not see Rehab rejoicing? Can you not see her heart thrilled at the prospect of going up to the house of Jehovah? These intervening verses are very interesting because they are full of the thought of what is elevated, what is noble, what is royal. You get the palaces, the thrones; how readily they fit into assembly language, the elevation that belongs to it, there is something very exalted and blessed about that, marked by divine order. They are going up; where are they going? To give praise and thanks to Jehovah. 

This is what we have before us tomorrow morning in coming together for the Lord’s supper and what may follow under the Lord’s leading. Dear young people, we would say to you, Let us go up, come along with us and enjoy what we are enjoying. 

Then the psalmist speaks of the portion of those who “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem—they shall prosper that love thee”. In the last verse of the chapter we read in Daniel, we are told, 

“Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and ... Cyrus”. This is the fulfilment of what the psalmist tells us. When we speak about prosperity in this materialistic day, I suppose people think in terms of what is financial. But this is not the scriptural thought; what scripture has in mind is that whatever Daniel’s endeavour was, it would be outstandingly successful, “they shall prosper that love thee”. What fine examples Daniel and Epaphras are to us in this respect. 

May our hearts be expanded, beloved brethren, that these thoughts may energize us in our activities here. Does not the way this psalm finishes up strike a chord in all of our affections? 

“Because of the house of Jehovah our God I will seek thy good”. May the Lord bless the word to each of us. 

Address at Denton
5 March 2005 

 


Scripture references

Joshua 6:25 (JND) [25] And Joshua saved alive Rahab the harlot, and her father's household, and all that she had, and she dwelt in the midst of Israel to this day; because she hid the messengers whom Joshua had sent to spy out Jericho.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Colossians 4:12-13 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God. [13] For I bear him witness that he labours much for you, and them in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

Psalms 122:1-9 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, [4] Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah, a testimony to Israel, to give thanks unto the name of Jehovah. [5] For there are set thrones for judgment, the thrones of the house of David. [6] Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. [7] Peace be within thy bulwarks, prosperity within thy palaces. [8] For my brethren and companions' sakes I will say, Peace be within thee! [9] Because of the house of Jehovah our God I will seek thy good.

Joshua 2:9-11 (JND) [9] and said to the men, I know that Jehovah has given you the land, and that the dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. [10] For we have heard that Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red sea before you when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. [11] We heard [of it], and our heart melted, and there remained no more spirit in any man because of you; for Jehovah your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.

Matthew 1:5 (JND) [5] and Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse,

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:31 (JND) [31] By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace.

James 2:25 (JND) [25] But was not in like manner also Rahab the harlot justified on the principle of works, when she had received the messengers and put [them] forth by another way?

Exodus 40 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] On the day of the first month, on the first of the month, shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. [3] And thou shalt put in it the ark of the testimony, and shalt cover the ark with the veil. …

Exodus 40:1-3 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] On the day of the first month, on the first of the month, shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. [3] And thou shalt put in it the ark of the testimony, and shalt cover the ark with the veil.

Numbers 2 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] The children of Israel shall encamp every one by his standard, with the ensign of their father's house; round about the tent of meeting, afar off, opposite to it shall they encamp. [3] And [for] those encamping eastward toward the sun-rising [there shall be] the standard of the camp of Judah according to their hosts; and the prince of the sons of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab; …

Luke 10:42 (JND) [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Daniel 6:3 (JND) [3] Now this Daniel surpassed the presidents and the satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to appoint him over the whole realm.

James 5:16 (JND) [16] Confess therefore your offences to one another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. [The] fervent supplication of the righteous [man] has much power.

Colossians 4:10 (JND) [10] Aristarchus my fellow-captive salutes you, and Mark, Barnabas's cousin, concerning whom ye have received orders, (if he come to you, receive him,)

Philemon 1:23 (JND) [23] Epaphras salutes thee, my fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus;

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Ephesians 1:11 (JND) [11] in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will,

Revelation 12:12 (JND) [12] Therefore be full of delight, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the earth and to the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great rage, knowing he has a short time.

Psalms 122 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Ephesians 2:19 (JND) [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God,



THE WORD OF GOD

A. P. Devenish 

Genesis 24: 54–58; Matthew 16: 21–24; Genesis 17: 18, 19 (to ‘Isaac’); 21: 10, 11 

We read this morning in the morning reading about the word of God, “For the word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”, Hebrews 4: 12, 13. I was thinking of the value of the word of God coming to us. Sometimes we might think it severe if God has to speak to us severely. Sometimes it affects our conscience and brings about repentance. God’s word will always bear fruit as we make room for it in our hearts, but it is often the case we might seek to turn the edge of the word, to modify it. 

That is what really happened in Genesis 24, the servant said, “Send me away to my master. And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten”. 

You say that sounds very reasonable, just ten days, surely it would be a reasonable thing to expect before she went on this long journey, to stay with them ten days. But you see that involves the whole responsible period, and is typical of how the enemy would seek to hold us, to keep us from going with the Spirit to Christ. Laban has been called a neutraliser and we want to be concerned that we are not neutralisers, we are not neutralising the word of God, not allowing it to have its full effect. 

The servant says, “Send me away to my master”. It was a fine tribute to Rebecca in what she says, “I will go”. Let us allow the word of God to have its full effect, dear brethren. The ten days would involve the whole responsible period, and if the enemy could hold us back he would, and often it may be that the word of God comes and we seek to neutralise it, make it more acceptable, and thus hinder what the Spirit is saying to the assembly. What is the Spirit saying? Let us go to Christ. 

Then in the second scripture there are Peter’s words. You might say, Well surely every one of us would speak as Peter spoke. You could understand his feelings. The Lord had spoken about being killed and that “he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed”. The Lord says, “thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men”. He would have hindered the Lord. 

You might say it was a nice sentimental thought that he brings forward and maybe we are inclined to that. We do not like to accept the full matter of taking up our cross, as He goes on to speak about it. “And Peter taking him to him began to rebuke him”. Think of the audacity of it and yet you can understand his feelings in a way, his natural feelings. He did not want the Lord to have to go this way but it was necessary, absolutely necessary for the Lord Jesus to go this way in order to secure us, to secure men, women and children, to secure us for the pleasure of God. But then you see we may modify the pathway of suffering. We may say, Well we do not say too much about that. You might discourage persons if you say too much about the path of suffering, about persons taking up their cross. 

O dear brethren, let us not modify the path of reproach that is involved in following a rejected Saviour; let us not modify it. See what a privilege it is, what an immense privilege it is to follow our rejected Saviour. 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”. Deny himself, what does that mean? Going to some meetings instead of going to a holiday place—denying himself. We so tend to minister to our own pleasure, to work out our lives for our own satisfaction, but what does the Lord say? 

And let us not minimise what He says, let us not modify it, let us not make out that the pathway is easier than it is. “Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me”. Would we not want to follow after Him? Would you not feel the desire of your heart to follow after Him? So what does He say then? “Let him deny himself and take up his cross”. 

Have you taken up your cross? Have you accepted the path of reproach? Have you habitually denied yourself in order that you should be in the pathway following a rejected Saviour? We want to think about these things. I just suggest them that we do not want to turn the word, turn the edge of the word. Let the word work tonight, let it work amongst us so that we are really Christians. What does it mean to be a Christian? It means that we are followers of Christ. We so like to pander to our own desires, our own tastes, our own natural feelings. The Lord says, “let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”. 

I just finish with this word to Abraham, great man as he is. I do not want in any sense to demean him. Such a man as he had strong natural feelings, and of course we do, and it comes out in his expression, “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!”, and later as we read when Sarah said, “Cast out this handmaid and her son”. That becomes scripture, you read it in Galatians, it becomes scripture, carrying with it divine authority as the inspired word of God. 

“Cast out this handmaid and her son; for the son of this handmaid shall not inherit with my son—with Isaac. And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight because of his son”. If he had not followed God’s word, this son would have displaced Isaac, and we do not want that ever to happen that Isaac should be displaced. Isaac speaks typically of Christ, Christ risen, the centre of God’s thoughts. Let us in no wise allow natural feelings to interfere with and hinder the place that the Lord Jesus is to have in our affections, the supreme place. Well I trust the word may work amongst us, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
12 April 2005 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:54-58 (JND) [54] And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and lodged. And they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master. [55] And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us [some] days, or [say] ten; after that she shall go. [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

Matthew 16:21-24 (JND) [21] From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised. [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee. [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men. [24] Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

Genesis 17:18-19 (JND) [18] And Abraham said to God, Oh that Ishmael might live before thee! [19] And God said, Sarah thy wife shall indeed bear thee a son; and thou shalt call his name Isaac; and I will establish my covenant with him, for an everlasting covenant for his seed after him.

Hebrews 4:12-13 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …



EXTRACT

And so the passage (Luke 9: 35) goes on to say, “There came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son—hear him”. That is God’s voice, as if He would say, ‘Just give up all those wretched ideas about numbers, about leaders, and look at My Son, listen to Him, let Him speak to you. Hear Him!’ And so it says, “When the voice was past”; that is, the voice in its own time has passed and now you are to be tested by it. The voice is past. When it is past Jesus is found there. It does not say He was found with them. “Jesus was found alone”. 

Now, are we prepared for that, to be with that blessed Man whose life was taken from the earth, who was received up into heaven and who is at the right hand of God? When Stephen saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God, he said, “I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God”. Standing ready to serve, ready to speak, ready to teach; are we prepared, beloved brethren, to listen to Jesus the Son of God?” 

J. Taylor (Vol. 94, pp.122, 123) 
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Luke 9:35 (JND) [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.
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