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BE GIRDED!

A. C. Craig 

Leviticus 8: 13; Luke 12: 34–37; Ephesians 6: 14, 15 

The one thought that runs through these three scriptures, beloved brethren, is the idea of a girdle. I want to encourage all of us to have one. The virtuous woman has them; it says, “She maketh body linen and selleth it, and delivereth girdles unto the merchant”, Proverbs 31: 24.

So they are available, and we all should seek to have one. It brings out a very important principle of steadfastness and committal. There was in Mark 14 a young man who did not have one. It says he followed Jesus. That was good so far. Then it says he had a linen cloth; so far, good again. You may follow Jesus; I hope you do; I would encourage you to do so, but I do not think a linen cloth is sufficient by itself. It says he had it “cast about his naked body”. 

He did not have a girdle. And so there was disaster; he had to flee naked. I would encourage all of us that we may adopt this principle of having things secure. It is most necessary that we are not a target or a prey to what may be around at any time. And I need not remind you younger brethren of the kind of things that in any and every way may attack you. There is only one end to that, if we are overcome, and that is exposure. So I would encourage you to adopt this principle which I hope to bring out in a brief way. It is not good enough just to have things cast about us. We want to have things bound up, secure; we want to be proof against what may come up; so I would encourage you to maintain self-control; that is the idea; you are under control; you know what you are about; you are not falling over your garments; you have perfect control. You are a young believer going on with the Lord, and therefore you have things in perfect control. 

So we have read about priests, and about domestic servants, and about warriors. And in every setting there was a need for a girdle. I say to you younger people, do not be promiscuous; do not experiment with anything. Do not experiment with drugs; do not experiment with your body; have a girdle; have yourself under strict control. You need a girdle for that. As I said, apart from that there is only one end, and that is exposure. You can be sure about that. It is not only government. I want you to listen to this; the government of God runs on, “He that does a wrong shall receive the wrong he has done”, Colossians 3: 25. “Whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap”, Galatians 6: 7. That is God’s government. But there is also consequence, the consequence of a thing that you might undertake; it is not exactly government; that will be involved with it in the end; but it is the natural consequence; it is just the result of the thing you might do. There is a plague sweeping this world you will pardon my referring to it at all—and it is not exactly government, it is just a consequence of man’s own activities. Do not experiment with your body. Your body is the Lord’s, and it is a member of the local position here. It is not your own and you cannot do what you like with it. You must hold it under control, and keep it. If you get yourself a girdle there will be no exposure. 

So here are Aaron’s sons, and I want you to notice what it says about these three different items. Moses clothed them with the vests; not just that the vests were put on, they were clothed with them; and then he girded them—notice that girded them with the girdles. Then too, he bound the high caps on them. That is my whole point, that there is deliberateness about it. We do not want to be casual; we want to make up our minds to be definite and have a purpose. It is not that you have come into things by accident, but that you have made up your mind as to them. And this principle, involved in these three items, I commend to you. It is like Daniel. He purposed in his heart; he made up his mind not to be defiled. That is the idea involved in “clothed them with the vests”. That is the body garment; it is nearest the body, a most important matter. The girdle is more the outside garment, it holds everything in control. I think it might be seen in the “elect of God, holy and beloved”, Colossians 3: 12. That is like the sons of Aaron, and then, “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another”. Then it speaks of making way for love, “which is the bond of perfectness” (Colossians 3: 14). The girdle binds everything together, and this principle is most vital in a young Christian, or any Christian, who wants to make any progress whatever, maintain his place in the testimony, and be pleasing to the Lord. It is vital, because there is ever so much instruction and help for us in the young man of Mark 14. There is much of that nature of things around that would ensnare us, impair us. Let us not be in any sense casual, or indifferent, but wholly committed, purposeful and devoted. I commend this to us. 

You want to be a priest? There is nothing like it, and as for this world there is no avenue, industrial, social, religious, or sporting, that could offer you an opening like this, that you might have a part as one of Aaron’s sons in the service of God. What an opening! What a privilege! But you need a girdle; you are disqualified if you do not have a girdle that holds everything in perfect control. The loins of our minds are often referred to. We are to gird up the loins of our mind (1 Peter l: 13). I speak about that because things, more or less, begin in your mind, and you need a girdle for your mind. 

There is hardly a greater faculty than our mind. It is where things begin. So Peter says, “Having girded up the loins of your mind”, 1 Peter 1: 13. Now the loins are your strength, so have the strength of your mind under control. Do not let it run loose; do not let your thoughts run loose; bring them back immediately. “Leading captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ”, 2 Corinthians 10: 5. You are supposed to do that; you have power in the Spirit to control your thoughts; do not let them run amok, but see that they are girded about. For the vest is, as I said, the body garment, close to the body. You keep your body; look after your body; what a possession it is! It is not your own, although in one sense it is credited to you, “Present your bodies a living sacrifice” (Romans 12: 1), for instance. He has given it to you on loan, but it belongs to Him; He is the Owner of your body. Christ has died and He has accomplished redemption for your body. It just waits the moment when the dead will be raised, then changed, because your body is covered by the price He has paid, His precious blood. For the moment He lets you have it that you might sacrifice it to His will. 

I would urge you with all the affection of my heart that you preserve your body, that you keep a girdle with this dress; it says that Moses “Girded them with the girdles”. He did not only throw it on like that young man, “cast about his naked body”—cast about! He had a good beginning, but there is this indifference and inattention, contrasting with this girdle. We are told to bind things on, not just have them flowing loose. There are many examples in Scripture of how even young people preserved themselves in a moment of temptation. They had the girdle in their heart. Joseph, for instance, he protected himself immediately in Genesis 39. What power he had! Off he went; “he fled”. In 1 Corinthians 6: 18 Paul says, “Flee fornication”, and in 2 Timothy 2: 22, “youthful lusts flee”. Flee that thing; have the girdle on. That is my word to you. We are living in an awful time, a time of depravity, licentiousness, dissoluteness; it is awful. Let us be examples of those who, with their eye on the Lord, are fully committed to the maintenance of what is proper to heaven. 

One word, too, to young men from an older man—“Keep thyself pure” (1 Timothy 5: 23)—three most significant words. Let us write them on our hearts, ‘ Keep thyself pure’. It must be so to be a priest. It must be so to have part under the true Aaron, who Himself is girded. It is wonderful to be alongside Him, the Lord Jesus, in His service when He is clothed with the garments of glory and ornament. If you are to be alongside Him, in relationship to Him, you need these things, all of them, the three of them, the vests, and the girdles, and the high caps. 

The high caps pretty much relate to our thoughts, that we do not have wild, impure thoughts; we have power to control these things. We might refer to Abraham in Genesis 15, how he scared the birds away. You cannot stop them from flying over your head, but you can stop them from building nests in your hair! That is the idea, you have power to scare them away. So the high caps are protection for our thoughts. How lovely to be so clothed, so fitted out! 

God knows better than we, dear brethren; let us get alongside the Lord Jesus and seek the help of the Spirit; let us ask what is suitable that we might not in any way be defiled, and be disqualified from having part in His blessed service. There is nothing in the whole wide world to equal that. There may be many who would not esteem it thus, but it is so in any case; it is the best thing there is. 

Well now, there are the domestic servants, as I might call them, those in the house, and they are waiting their Lord. It says, “Ye like men who await their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding”. It says, “Let your loins be girded about”, Luke 12: 35, 36. That is to say, they are ready for service. What does it mean, “girded about”? One man says, ‘Well, he delays to come’, and he eats and drinks and is drunken (Luke 12: 45). That is the very opposite of having a girdle. But visualise these servants, put yourself amongst them. I would counsel you, put yourself amongst them. Have your loins girded about. How is He going to find you? That is what He brings out here—“Blessed are those bondmen whom the Lord on coming shall find watching”; that is, ready, waiting for Him, loins girt about. It is very important, dear brethren, that we know what it is in all our service, as in the house, looking after His interests, to be thus garbed and vigilant. There are no occasions when we can relax, even for an instant. In this world you cannot let go your girdle, you need to be girded even for this household service. It is a mark in His mind of readiness for service, readiness for His coming. Your lamps burning too; that is a fine thing. You know where to get the oil, do you not? A fine thing that, to have your lamp burning, but the main thing before us is to have your loins girded. There is no more beautiful sight. 

If you want an example of how to gird yourself, then look at the Lord Jesus Himself when He laid aside His garments and girded Himself with a linen towel (John 13: 4). What a Servant! 

How beautiful His movements as He laid aside His garments and girded Himself with a linen towel. He also has another girdle as well as the linen towel. He does still use a linen towel in His wonderful service to us, but He has another girdle, a golden girdle round about His breasts. His affections are bound, they are restrained, they cannot flow out as He walks amidst the seven golden lamps. He finds all sorts of things there, but He has the right to go there because they profess His name. That gives Him the right to go wherever He wants—and what things He finds! Suppose He came into this room; could He take off His golden girdle? He took it off, you know. John fell down at His feet when he saw the Lord like this and he says, “he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not”, Revelation 1: 17. “Fear not”; He took off the girdle for a moment for John. It is a fine thing to find people who are in keeping with His own mind. 

Who of us that belong to the great profession, as all do, are morally entirely apart from it because we know what it is to wear the girdle, and preserve our affections for Christ? He would take off His golden girdle and lay His right hand on us, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last”, Revelation 1: 17. Regarding this world through which we pass, there is not an instant when we can ungird ourselves, but there are the occasions when we have the blessed experience of His right hand and His “Fear not”, and the encouragement that He became dead, but is living for evermore. 

There are others with the girdle on, seven angels; they are girded with golden girdles (Revelation 15: 6). That has judgment in view, but it is necessary that in all our service we allow nothing to intrude that would in any way interfere with His rights in His house. He is not a servant in the house; it is His house. He has claims here; His house is here, and these servants are vigilant, they are watchful; that is the idea of the girdle, that nothing is allowed to interfere with His 

rights in the house. Just think of the kind of conditions there are in Christendom and they are coming closer and closer. Beloved brethren, there is that which would infringe on the rights of Christ and the disposition of God. We need to have our loins girt about; that is most important; and this scripture runs on to say that when He comes and finds people watching 

‘He will gird Himself, and coming up will serve them’. Do you not think that is fine, to get some experience of the Lord Jesus Himself making His own recline at table, and serving them? So beautiful! In this scripture He is leaving the wedding. We are not told where He is going, except that He is coming to His house. They are standing with their hands on the handle of the door. He knocks; they know His knock. Oh to get to know Christ, to get to know His knock and to open to no other than Christ. There they are, and they open to Him immediately. 

These are those who are in readiness for His coming. It is in the week too, for leaving the wedding involves the week. Coming to the wedding involves the Supper and nobody lets Him in at the Supper. When He comes on Lord’s day morning nobody lets Him in. Here, we let Him in because we are in a scene of danger, a scene where things would encroach upon His rights; therefore the need for vigilance and the door being shut. But on Lord’s day morning He comes by Himself; He comes without being invited; He comes in without needing any door to be opened. That is when He comes to the wedding, so to speak. But we are talking about the fact that there is nothing that is sympathetic with Christ down here. You young people, get hold of that; everything here is antagonistic to Christ, so you keep the door shut, you wait on Him, you wait on His knock and you open to Him immediately. All that comes up in this matter of service in the house, where His rights are maintained. Now as a few together in a place, maintaining what is due to Christ, they will allow nothing in at all that would interfere with His own rights, so that He may come in and prepare something for His people, gird Himself, and serve them. These are real things—I know myself that they are real because I experience them. I go to the meetings as well as you do. I sit in the meetings; I wait on Him. “He will gird himself”—blessed Master! What a meal He can provide in view of our encouragement, strengthening us to maintain His rights and what is due to Him in His own house. Soon He is coming; that is the point; soon He is coming to take them up Himself, and that will be the time for reward. 

Well now, the warrior, the soldier, needs to be girt about as well. Imagine a soldier who is not properly equipped for the battle! So in Ephesians 6 there is warfare, and we have terrible foes. Paul says they are not blood and flesh. They are real enemies behind the blood and flesh. Blood and flesh might be that which comes into immediate contact with you, but we are to be alerted to the fact that the real enemy is the spirits behind the blood and flesh. You understand that, do you not? And it is not a question here of opening up new territory. I commend this to you, you young people; I want to lay it on you, gently I hope, that there is a tremendous range of things that have been secured. I would be here a long time if I started to tell you of all that has been fought for and secured at high cost in view of the saints entering into their inheritance. It has cost lives; maybe it is not martyrdom today, but men have delivered up their lives, and that is not just dying. Men and women that we speak about, men whose initials we quote, have given up their lives for the name of the Lord Jesus, for the sake of the territory, the divine territory, that you and I are in today, and are enjoying, I hope. We have not opened up that territory, it is all opened up, but warfare is still needed, soldiers are still needed, warriors are still needed, for the maintenance of what has been secured for us at such a cost. 

So you need a girdle, because, as I said, we have an inveterate enemy and apart from the Spirit we are no match for him, but we have the Spirit. We also need to be girt, “Having girt”—that is your side and my side of it—“Having girt about your loins with truth”. We need that, and all the panoply of God. Then there can be no penetration of the fiery darts and whatever he might level against you. Whether he uses temptation or violence or threats, you are girt about with truth and that meets it. Now you learn that; you get to appreciate that; gird yourself about; protect yourself with truth. The Lord said to the devil, “It is written”, and he had to go. You gird about yourself with truth. Learn the Scriptures. They are not exactly the truth; they are the written word of God, but the truth is what is involved; the Spirit is the truth. Gird about yourself with truth; arm yourself; protect yourself, that what you have in the way of a legacy, what you have that has been handed down to you through the will of God through these men who have fought for it, may be preserved and kept. Do not give way—that is the idea; stand firm, stand fast. I would encourage you. You will admit that all I have said centres round this great matter of being definite. Do not be casual; do not be promiscuous. Be firm; make up your mind for it. I have often said that all this does not come through the post to you, dear brother; this is all learned, and it is a question of your and my entering into it and being firmly established in our own minds that this is what it is going to be. Make up your mind for it; be a Daniel; do not proceed without a girdle because then you will have no part in the service of God, and you will have no power to defend the rights of Christ, nor yet to defend what is so precious to us. 

And then the Holy Scriptures; I commend the New Translation to you, and also the ministry that opened up for us the great truths of the house of God, eternal life, sonship, the Holy Spirit, and all that enters into the service of God. These are wonderful things, and we are to defend them and maintain them. We need to be warriors, prepared to sell our lives dearly and not to yield at all. In all we need a girdle. I would encourage you younger brethren not to be casual but to be committed and to give yourselves to these things and be wholly in them, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Melbourne
5 April 1987

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 8:13 (JND) [13] And Moses brought Aaron's sons near and clothed them with the vests, and girded them with the girdles, and bound the high caps on them, as Jehovah had commanded Moses.

Luke 12:34-37 (JND) [34] For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately. [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them.

Ephesians 6:14-15 (JND) [14] Stand therefore, having girt about your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, [15] and shod your feet with [the] preparation of the glad tidings of peace:

Proverbs 31:24 (JND) [24] She maketh body linen and selleth it, and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

Colossians 3:25 (JND) [25] For he that does a wrong shall receive the wrong he has done, and there is no respect of persons.

Galatians 6:7 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap.

Colossians 3:12 (JND) [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering;

Colossians 3:14 (JND) [14] And to all these [add] love, which is the bond of perfectness.

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

1 Peter 1:13 (JND) [13] Wherefore, having girded up the loins of your mind, [be] sober [and] hope with perfect stedfastness in the grace [which will be] brought to you at [the] revelation of Jesus Christ;

2 Corinthians 10:5 (JND) [5] overthrowing reasonings and every high thing that lifts itself up against the knowledge of God, and leading captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ;

Romans 12:1 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service.

Genesis 39 (JND) [1] And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, a chamberlain of Pharaoh, the captain of the life-guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hand of the Ishmaelites who had brought him down thither. [2] And Jehovah was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. [3] And his master saw that Jehovah was with him, and that Jehovah made all that he did to prosper in his hand. …

1 Corinthians 6:18 (JND) [18] Flee fornication. Every sin which a man may practise is without the body, but he that commits fornication sins against his own body.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

1 Timothy 5:23 (JND) [23] Drink no longer only water, but use a little wine on account of thy stomach and thy frequent illnesses.

Genesis 15 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. …

Luke 12:35-36 (JND) [35] Let your loins be girded about, and lamps burning; [36] and *ye* like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding, that when he comes and knocks, they may open to him immediately.

Luke 12:45 (JND) [45] But if that bondman should say in his heart, My lord delays to come, and begin to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and to drink and to be drunken,

John 13:4 (JND) [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself:

Revelation 1:17 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last,

Revelation 1:17 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last,

Revelation 15:6 (JND) [6] and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of the temple, clothed in pure bright linen, and girded about the breasts with golden girdles.

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …



CHRIST – OR THE WORLD?

J. D. Gray 

Luke 17: 24–33 

I want to talk to you about life, what your thoughts may be as to it, and what God’s thoughts are. There are a lot of souls in this room, and every one has to do with God individually. You may have relatives or friends in the room, but when the time comes you will have to meet God and meet Him yourself. You have a soul that has been given to you of God. We are often reminded that man is not like a brute. Man was “formed ... dust of the ground”, created by the hand of God, breathed into by the breath of God. So that Paul says it was right what one of the poets said, “We are ... his offspring”, the offspring of God, that is creationally. That applies to every human being in this scene. How many have walked in this scene! Scripture speaks about them. Great men have walked here and their memorials are put up; but they pass. You go along Princes Street or George Street in Edinburgh and you will see memorials to men. At some time they were the great heroes of the country. When Nelson was killed at the battle of Trafalgar the news came back to England, ‘Nelson your hero is dead’. 

But he has gone, gone into eternity. Where he has gone is God’s matter. I am not speaking about Nelson derogatorily, I only cite him as a great personage. So you come down to others nearer your own time, and they have gone. Churchill has gone. 

He was a great man used of God to save this nation in the war, raised up no doubt by God, a God-fearing man I would think from some of his writings. God knows whether he was; that is not my matter tonight because he is now in a fixed position, and that is true of every man that has gone out of this scene. “In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be” (Ecclesiastes 11: 3); once death takes place there is no change, you cannot change the position. Luke 16 brings that out; in fact just before where we read you get the rich man and the poor man and their positions are fixed. The poor man is in the bosom of Abraham and the rich man is in hades, “lifting up his eyes, being in torments” (Luke 16: 23). The scripture is parabolic, bringing out the fixity that is there—“A great chasm fixed, so that those who desire to pass hence to you cannot”, between those who die in Christ and those who die without Christ. My friends, I would ask you, How are you going to die—with Christ, or without Christ? If you live with Christ, then you will die in Christ. If you are living without Christ, it may be you will die without Christ. 

There is an incident that comes to mind because of something that happened to an associate of mine in the past year. He had an accident; he fell off a bridge; but what it brought back to me was an incident I heard about many years ago as to a squire on horseback who got thrown from his horse and was knocked unconscious. He was known to be a godless man and had been spoken to many times. However, the man came round and said, ‘Between the saddle and the ground, I Jesus sought and Jesus found’. Oh, do not wait for such a situation! That was God’s extension of mercy to that man, and so with this poor fellow, maybe between the bridge and the ground he sought Jesus and found Him. You feel for your fellow-men, for a colleague you worked alongside, but the sobriety of it is that you are at the gospel preaching tonight and you have life before you. There are a lot of young people here, and they have life before them. Are you going to be like these people in this chapter? There was nothing wrong in eating and drinking, getting married and being given in marriage. There was nothing wrong in buying and selling and planting and building. We do such things every day—I am talking literally; I mean we have to do with commerce in our business lives and earn our living, but the point is, they did it without God, without Christ. They were godless persons. “In the days of Noe … they ate, they drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came and destroyed all of them”. Was God justified? He was justified. Why? He had waited one hundred and twenty years. 

There was a ship being built. There had not been a flood of waters before, but there was a ship building. Noah appealed to them in the gospel of righteousness to repent, and they would not repent. Before the flood there was quite a civilisation and there was a lot of violence in the world, and there were personalities such as have never been known since. Scripture discloses that to us. There was the awful sin of angels leaving their first estate and marrying into the human race—I cannot explain that to you, but Scripture tells us that—and God had to wipe the scene clean of them or the awfulness of violence and evil would have reached heights beyond anything we could imagine. But God appealed to men in the glad tidings of Noah to repent, and there was salvation for them in the ark, but they would not. They ate, they drank, they married and they were given in marriage. 

In the days of Lot it was the same, and God rained fire and brimstone on the two cities of the plain, but not before He acted to bring Lot out. In fact, Abraham solicits God. He says, What if there are ten righteous persons? God says, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake”, Genesis 18: 32. There were not even ten righteous persons, and Lot and his family—his wife and his two daughters got out, to use a homely expression, just in the nick of time—dragged out, because Lot was a righteous man and he vexed his righteous soul. Dear young friend, if you are Christ’s are you going to vex your righteous soul throughout the whole of your life by being part of a godless world, amongst godless people and their fellowship? That is what Lot did. He went down to Sodom and he became a dignitary in the city. There are persons who have gone out of fellowship who have done these things, taken up positions on town councils and as mayors. They are living amongst godless men in a godless society that has no time for Christ, “The stone which the builders cast away as worthless”—the men of the world have rejected Christ and these persons are vexing their righteous souls day after day. That is what Lot did, but God took him out. A true believer will be taken out, even though it be by being caught away by Christ before the judgment. I say again, dear young friends, what are your thoughts about life? What are your plans? What are your secret thoughts? You do not have to tell me; I do not want to know. Tell the Lord about them, because He knows them anyway. Is it to be Christ, or the godless world? 

You say, ‘Well, I know Christ as Saviour’. Well then, I appeal to you, are you going to continue in sin that grace may abound? That is what Paul asks in Romans. Will you continue in sin? You say, ‘I know Christ as Saviour; my future is secure’. I would have to say to you, If you really know Christ as Saviour then your future is secure, because your salvation does not depend on your works after your conversion, it depends on Christ’s work. But I say to you, It is a shameful way to treat the Saviour who died to save you, shedding His blood at such cost to redeem you, to say, ‘I shall continue in sin and wilfulness that grace may abound’. God’s grace will abound in the sense that He will extricate you from it finally. But what are you going to do with your life? The Lord would search us all as to the secret motives in our hearts. I do not know your motives; I do not know what you are thinking; you could be thinking anything, and I could be too, but I want to live for Jesus, that is what I want to do. Do you want to live for Jesus, or do you want to go into the world? It is Christ or the world. You cannot have both. The most unhappy person that walks through this world is a believer who is trying to be worldly. An unconverted man enjoys life to some extent. There are the temporary pleasures of sin; Scripture says that. A true believer who is walking separately from the world really enjoys life. It is a different kind of life. A worldly believer is a most unhappy person, whether he admits it or not, because he is sinning against God. It is a terrible thing to sin against God wilfully. But, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins”, 1 John 1: 9. What a God! He would view your sins, even although they may have been wilful, as sins of inadvertence. After Christ was raised from the dead and the preaching went out, the early chapters of Acts show how God regarded His crucifixion. Peter says, “Ye did it in ignorance”, Acts 3: 17. God says, ‘I will regard it as a sin of ignorance’. 

‘Repentance only. God requires from man, 

And faith in Christ, His well-beloved Son’. 

(Hymn 123) 

Do you really know your sins are forgiven? Are you washed in His precious blood? There is power in the blood, power in the blood of the Lamb—wonder-working power. O, my friend, do you really know Christ as your Saviour? Do you really have an appreciation of the enormity of the sins that have been washed away? The Lord says to the man in Luke 7, “There were two debtors of a certain creditor—one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them their debt—say, which of them therefore will love him most?” (Luke 7: 41, 42). Are you a fifty pence or a five hundred pence debtor? We are all five hundred pence debtors; before God every man is a five hundred pence debtor. You could not redeem your soul if you wanted to, neither could your father, nor your mother, nor your brother or sister, neither could a millionaire redeem your soul. There was only one price to be paid, and Christ paid that price. 

Do you value life? It is reported that when the ‘Titanic’ went down one man offered a million pounds for a place in a lifeboat, but he did not get it. His millions were worth nothing to him. You say, ‘If only I had a million, what would I not do with it?’ People go after money. Oh, that is human nature. There was a man faced with the realities of life and death and a watery grave. A million pounds for a place in a boat! The most precious thing that man has is his life. He will hang on to it at all costs. O, friend, the most precious thing you have is your soul. 

It is God-given. If you were in the situation of the millionaire, you too would offer your million. You are in the same situation as the man on the ‘Titanic’. You are perishing if you are without Christ, but salvation is free and full, and the price has been paid. You do not have to pay the million pounds for a place in the boat. God has provided the wherewithal, and all He requires from you is repentance and faith. We sing, ‘Sinner, see thy God beside thee’. No wonder that godly men break out into such expressions. Why is it? Because they are affected in their souls by the forgiveness of their sins. ‘Sitting, walking, talking with thee’—the Lord Jesus would draw near to you, the Spirit of God would convict you. 

You need conviction. You need to be convicted of your sins. Conviction is real. I am not doubting the simple lisping of a child who may in simplicity trust Christ; and the Lord would regard that. But when you grow up into your teens and come into adulthood, there is a power working in your system that is greater than you, and you need fresh conviction of the power of sin that works in your members, and the only answer to overcoming that power is the power of the Spirit of God. You are not able for it, and neither am I, and it works out in the teen-ages of the lives of all of us as we grow up into manhood and womanhood. There is a power working in the human body and within your frame that you are not equal to, that the devil can activate, the passions of the flesh that work in our members. We are not equal to controlling them, and therefore we need the power of the Spirit of God. So you need to be convicted, convicted of the power of sin. 

You need a Deliverer, and that Deliverer is Christ. He may be your Saviour from your sins, you may have trusted in Him in the simplicity of your heart as a child, but growing up into womanhood and manhood you will come through exercises that are desperate at times. You will come through moral exercises as the passion of the flesh begins to work in your members. I say again, you will find there is a power there that is greater than you, and there is only one Person who has bound the strong man, and that is Christ, and the Spirit of God, given from the Lord Jesus, is the power in the believer to overcome the world and the flesh. 

How is it a young believer can go against the stream of the world? It is only by the unseen power of the Spirit of God (see 1 Peter 4: 14). That is how you can go against the stream of the world. It is not in your own power. Dear young friend, are you going to dedicate yourself to go against the stream? Where is true life anyway? It is not in this world. That is going to end. Maybe you will live a long time, maybe not so long, but life with Christ is true happiness and true joy. That is what the Lord is offering you. You will not find life of the character that you are seeking anywhere else but amongst God’s people, eternal life. The character of life that you will enjoy in heaven, if you have trusted in Christ, you can enjoy now in the power of God’s Spirit. 

You say, ‘I am only a young believer; all that seems to be for older persons’. Well, maybe you think that, but you should begin when you are young. The men the Lord gathered round Him were young men, and I believe the women were young women. The Lord wants you. Are you not going to give Him the best of your life? Will you give Him your best? He does not preclude you from marrying or from having a family. 

But make sure that your marriage is “in the Lord”. That is true happiness, walking in the same path, in the same fellowship. You can enjoy natural joys—very blessed they are. You can also enter into business, you can plant, you can build, you can sow. These are all honourable things as you are doing them for the Lord, and doing them with the Lord, each day seeking His guidance. 

I want to ask you. Do you read the Scriptures every day? Honestly, do you read the Bible every day? You be honest with yourself before the Lord. You do not need to read much. I am not saying that I read much. In the morning it is sometimes just a verse or two, but I tell you also that I have proved the blessing that comes from God through reading a few verses every day. I will tell you what it does. It forms your character. Characteristically you become dependent on the Lord. Never fail to pray. Pray every morning; pray at night too. Ask the Lord to guide you. You know, dear young friends, you need to pray more earnestly in the morning in one sense than at night, because in the morning you are going out into the world, and you need protection. Young women and young men need moral protection as they go out into this world to earn their living. It is a dangerous atmosphere. In school, business, the office—it is dangerous. You need moral protection, you need heavenly protection, and the Lord will give you that. I was reading an interesting thing. It says, “Their angels in the heavens continually behold the face of my Father who is in the heavens” (Matthew 18: 10), and I have often thought it was 

limited to the angels, but in the article it was stated that Christ Himself becomes that to the believer (see JT Vol.33, p.421). 

Have you ever thought of that, that Christ protects you as you commit yourself to Him when you go out in the morning? He will protect you morally. You need moral protection, dear young people. I tell you, you do not know the power that is working in your body naturally, and it is a power you cannot control. You need moral protection, and that protection comes from the power of the Spirit of God and from beseeching the Lord Jesus Christ to protect you. 

There is a wonderful system of divine protection for the believer, unseen, unknown by the world, protection that enshrouds you, that protects you round about as you are dependent. 

What a protective system we have been brought into, and God is the great Protector, “preserver of all men, specially of those that believe”, 1 Timothy 4: 10. In the evening you kneel down to pray, and that is good. You are in safety in your house, but still commit yourself to the Lord. But still, I say, you are not in the same danger as when you go out in the morning. 

So you see how necessary divine protection is. Practical salvation has to be worked out by you. If you have trusted Christ as your Saviour, then your future is secure, but I appeal to you to live in suitability to the confession that you have made as to the Lord’s name, and in suitability to the fact that you put your hand to the loaf in the Lord’s supper. Day by day salvation is necessary. The Lord will see you through, but you need to call on His name. 

Confession of the Lord’s name is not easy. You say, ‘When you get older it must be very easy’. I do not find it easy. I found comfort in reading in some letters of Mr. Darby that he did not find it easy either. I thought he would surely be one to whom it would be simple, but he says somewhere in his ‘Letters’ that he found it difficult sometimes to confess the Lord’s name. Confession is to spring from our appreciation of Christ and love for Him. But be encouraged; the Lord will help you as you commit yourself to Him. I trust you will be helped to weigh over these matters. The Lord says in our scripture, “Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it”, that is, seek to save his life in this world on the lines along which I have been speaking, “and whosoever shall lose it shall preserve it”. That is, if you are prepared to weigh things over, and lose certain advantages in this life, you will preserve that life of yours and come into the enjoyment of eternal life, which is far greater than anything this world can ever offer. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching in Kirkcaldy
16 February 1986 

 


Scripture references

Luke 17:24-33 (JND) [24] For as the lightning shines which lightens from [one end] under heaven to [the other end] under heaven, thus shall the Son of man be in his day. [25] But first he must suffer many things and be rejected of this generation. [26] And as it took place in the days of Noe, thus also shall it be in the days of the Son of man: [27] they ate, they drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came and destroyed all [of them]; [28] and in like manner as took place in the days of Lot: they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; [29] but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom, it rained fire and sulphur from heaven, and destroyed all [of them]: [30] after this [manner] shall it be in the day that the Son of man is revealed. [31] In that day, he who shall be on the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not go down to take it away; and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. [32] Remember the wife of Lot. [33] Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose it shall preserve it.

Ecclesiastes 11:3 (JND) [3] If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth; and if a tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.

Luke 16 (JND) [1] And he said also to [his] disciples, There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and *he* was accused to him as wasting his goods. [2] And having called him, he said to him, What [is] this that I hear of thee? give the reckoning of thy stewardship, for thou canst be no longer steward. [3] And the steward said within himself, What shall I do; for my lord is taking the stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg. …

Luke 16:23 (JND) [23] And in hades lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Genesis 18:32 (JND) [32] And he said, Oh, let not the Lord be angry, that I speak yet but this time! Perhaps there may be ten found there. And he said, I will not destroy [it] for the ten's sake.

1 John 1:9 (JND) [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us [our] sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Acts 3:17 (JND) [17] And now, brethren, I know that ye did it in ignorance, as also your rulers;

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:41-42 (JND) [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most?

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Matthew 18:10 (JND) [10] See that ye do not despise one of these little ones; for I say unto you that their angels in [the] heavens continually behold the face of my Father who is in [the] heavens.

1 Timothy 4:10 (JND) [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe.



GO ON!

W. Lawrence 

If the Saviour’s won your heart 

And for heav’n you’ve made a start, 

Keep your eye upon the chart, 

And—go on!

 

Buy the truth and sell it not, 

Hold for God the bit you’ve got, 

Be content whate’er your lot, 

And—go on!

 

Feed on Christ, the living bread, 

Drink of Him, the fountain head, 

Think of why His blood was shed, 

And—go on!

 

Bear in mind that what you know, 

Proves its worth by what you show; 

Let your life be all aglow, 

And—go on!

 

Soon each act will meet the light, 

Then we’ll value things aright; 

Ever keep that day in sight, 

And—go on!

 

Never from your purpose turn, 

Though of any glad to learn, 

Walk with Jesus, then you’ll burn, 

And—go on!

 

Go on! Go on! there’s all eternity to rest in, 

And far too few are on the ‘active service’ list! 

No labour for the Lord is risky to invest in, 

But nothing will make up should His ‘Well done’ be missed. 

1900 

 


EXTRACTS

We have already quoted the saying from one of the Lord’s servants, ‘Go on, go on, go on’. 

That is the word in service, Go on. Elijah gave up. He fled for his life. Why should he flee for his life? The Lord Jesus laid down His life for his enemies. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 78, p.345) 

‘I am reading Corinthians and we see that long hair is not only “glory to her”, but it is “given to her”—it is a gift. So what are we doing with what God has given us? Do we value it? Years ago sisters were exercised about the token and we spoke about it together. I was helped by seeing that Paul is speaking to “the assembly of God which is in Corinth with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, which would mean that every sister should have long hair and should wear a token on her head’. 

(Extract from a recent letter from a sister) 

Many a one who fully believes in justification by faith finds, to the pain and sorrow of his conscience, that he has no control over the flesh, and that he is continually led by it; and this is because he does not believe that the Holy Spirit is the One who would now dwell in his body, to rule and order it for Christ. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 9, p.343) 

I do not know that there is any experience so precious as the experience of knowing Christ as sustaining you in superiority to every adverse power ... You find the antagonism of Satan all the time if you are true to Christ. Affection induces separation. The heart is separate on account of Christ being away. You must be separate from that from which He is separated. 

The real point here is, “Lord, if it be thou, command me to come to thee upon the waters”. Then the Lord shows how you will be supported. You can hardly explain how it happens, but it does happen. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 2, pp.162, 163)
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