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THE COURSE OF THE TESTIMONY


J. Taylor 

God in recent times raised up men who recovered, as it were, the ark of the testimony. This was at the cost of much exercise and conflict. What they recovered they handed down to those following. These in their turn have had sorrow and conflict in seeking to preserve it, and so it has come from faithful hands to us. What are we going to do with it? Are we going to dance before it with joy, like David, and enshrine it in our affections? Shall we defend it, like Stephen, at the cost of our lives? These are weighty questions for the saints of God at the present time. 

The maintenance of the truth calls for constant self-judgment and self-surrender. Thus only can we hope to pass on what we have received to a generation following, if it please God that there should be one. In the absence of these, we shall either sell the truth for worldly advantage, or corrupt it in the effort to gain positions of prominence in the church, as some were doing at Corinth. The recent attack of the enemy was to corrupt the saints by the introducing of human principles in the ordering of the house of God. The Lord has graciously given deliverance, but we may be assured that Satan will set another snare for us. The occasion calls for men of God. Let it be remembered that to be a man of God is a question of faithfulness, and not gift, and so it is within the reach of all. 

(N.S. Vol. 2, p.320) 

 


OUR EDUCATION


F. S. Marsh 

When we consider that the children of God are a heavenly family, destined to spend eternity with Christ, to share His kingdom glory and to dwell in the Father’s house, it must lead us to inquire. Why then are they left here on earth and not taken home as soon as they are converted to God? 

There are several ways in which this inquiry may be answered, but perhaps one of the most important is that they are being educated now in view of their destiny and future glory. God would have His children spiritually intelligent as to His present mind as well as to His eternal purpose. It has pleased God to use various means to promote this spiritual education and it is profitable to recognise and avail ourselves of them. 

One of the most simple yet important factors in our education must be the study of the Scriptures, for to Timothy it was said, “From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for teaching”. The Holy Spirit of God has been given, and of Him it was promised, “He shall teach you all things”. As the Scriptures are prayerfully read and considered under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the believer is instructed, develops a knowledge of God and His truth, and is thus equipped for his life here and educated for the world to come. The Psalmist’s oft-repeated prayer, “Teach me, O Lord”, would be the language of our hearts as we realise our need of instruction and divine teaching. With the open Bible, and all its wealth thus within our reach, there can be no excuse for ignorance, for we are exhorted to “give attendance to reading”. 

Again, our education is largely dependent upon the instruction of wisdom, and Christ Himself is the wisdom of God. He is the personification of wisdom as described in the book of Proverbs, who says, “Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors”, and also says, “I have taught thee in the way of wisdom”. 

Mary, who sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word, was one of wisdom’s children and became so intelligent that she anointed Jesus for His burial when even the apostles had not grasped the great truth of His death and resurrection. The Lord Jesus is our great Teacher and says, “Learn from me”. 

There is another aspect of divine instruction referred to in the Epistle to Titus as the teaching of grace. “The grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we should live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world”. We are thus instructed how to live in our personal life—soberly; in our life toward our fellow men—righteously; and in our life Godward—piously. When the influence of grace manifests itself in the lives of God’s children the meekness and gentleness of Christ are seen, the path of righteousness is trodden and. God is glorified in their walk. Hence the desire of the apostle—“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit”. 

There is yet another part of our spiritual education which can only be gained in the school of sorrow. Deep and important lessons are learned in this school which cannot be learned elsewhere. It was to one who was learning wisdom, and in view of pressure, that the word was given, “My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, neither be weary of his correction, for whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, even as a father the son in whom he delighteth”. 

The brightest impressions of divine love are often received when the dark cloud of bereavement is overshadowing or when there is pressure of circumstances. These are parts of God’s ways with His children for their profit. 

It would greatly cheer the burdened spirit to realise that all our circumstances—whether ordered of God or allowed by Him, are part of our education and are necessary for the perfecting of God’s work in us. 

What glory to God will the coming day reveal, when the outcome of all the education received in sorrow is manifested! It is in suffering that the strength of the “everlasting arms” is proved, the sympathy of the heart of Christ is experienced, and the love of the brethren expressed; it will be in the glory that all the results of that suffering will be displayed. 

May we be encouraged to promote our education by more earnest attention to the word of God and to the instruction of wisdom; then, under the gentle influence of grace, to learn more of Him, whose followers we are, so that even in sorrow holy lessons may be learned which will yield results for the glory of God and for our present and eternal gain. 

From ‘Goodly Words’
1929

(Quotations are from the Authorised Version) 

 


ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY


W. Dickson 

Numbers 4: 16, 28, 33 

One great matter linked with the divine dwelling is the pleasure of God. This is a very elevated thought involving our dignity as forming God’s house. What has been with me since Lord’s day is that Paul in 1 Timothy 3 brings out the responsibilities which attach to persons who form God’s house. Thus one ought to know how to behave oneself in God’s house, which is the pillar and base of the truth. Paul makes reference to the moral qualifications of the overseers and ministers, thus calling attention to their responsibility as forming God’s house. It should come home to us, beloved brethren, within the compass of what we can touch in our gatherings, that if we want to enjoy the blessedness of being God’s dwelling place, we must have solemn regard for our responsibilities in it. 

I would just like first of all to call attention to the fact that the service of the families of the sons of Gershon, and the service of the families of the sons of Merari, are all under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. In other words, he was responsibly in charge of the activities of these two families. It was his responsibility to ensure that what had been apportioned to them by Moses, the servant in God’s house, as Hebrews 3 tells us, was rightly attended to. Bearing on what has been conveyed to us by the Spirit in the past, the service of Gershon refers to divine principles; the curtains and the coverings which the sons of Gershon carried through the wilderness typify the divine principles which govern God’s house. Then Ithamar was put in charge of that service; in other words, it was not left entirely to the sons of Gershon to discharge their service. There was a person there, a priestly person, one of the sons of Aaron, and it was his charge and responsibility to see that these services were carried out all through the wilderness. So, beloved brethren, we cannot transfer that responsibility to other persons; we must regard ourselves as in the place of Ithamar the son of Aaron, and carry the responsibility to see that the principles of God’s house are attended to. I will use a simple illustration. If there was carelessness in oversight, if the curtains were not carried, it would be Ithamar’s responsibility to call attention to that and insist that it should be done in accordance with the dignity of God’s house. That principle must be with us, beloved brethren, in our gatherings; there must be an Ithamar who will see to it that in view of the character of God’s house the principles that govern it are not neglected, are not nullified, are not laid aside for convenience’ sake. A true Ithamar will see to it that these responsibilities are fulfilled. 

Coming now to the charge of Merari, which we understand would refer to the persons forming God’s house, there were the boards, the bases and the cords, and so on. The boards are a reference, as we know from the teaching of Exodus, to the persons who make up the tabernacle. Merari had to carry responsibility for persons. Ithamar was over them in the doing of it—and we have to see to it that we take up our responsibility for persons who form God’s house. Someone has got to take it up. If through lack of care, any of these things detailed were left behind, when the tabernacle came to be erected there would be something missing, something vital missing perhaps, something that was essential to the proper representation of God in the wilderness, which the tabernacle set out. So Ithamar, and we have to take it to ourselves, had to see to it—that the sons of Merari discharged their responsibilities. We must carry our responsibility in God’s house for the persons. We cannot say, ‘That is a matter for others; I can opt out of it’. Ithamar was responsible to see that nothing was overlooked. 

What I particularly wanted to call attention to was the service of Eleazar, and the detail in the instruction that is given to him, which is quite remarkable. I think it is the maintenance, beloved brethren, of right, holy, suitable conditions in God’s house, our preparedness in taking up the service of Eleazar. In the first place there was oil for the light. If you will bear with me I will visualise a certain situation, the concern if Aaron came to light the lamps and there was no oil. Eleazar would be responsible for that as having oversight; he was to ensure that the supply of oil was always available for Aaron to light the lamps. Now, beloved brethren, do I do that? Do all of us take up the responsibility for the supply of oil? It is available, the supply of the Spirit. It is for the light of the candlestick, calling attention to the glories of Christ. 

I would desire, beloved brethren, that we would all be very diligent in regard to principles and in the care of persons, rightly so, but the prominence given in this section to Eleazar should affect our spirits as to the great importance of what is for God and His service, and His pleasure in the assembly. Eleazar, day by day as he went into the tabernacle, would see that the supply of oil was adequate for the next day, and the next week, or the next month it may be, or whatever it was. And so, beloved brethren, speaking simply, do we come to the ministry meeting, come to the reading meetings, come to the fellowship meetings, and as having oversight ensure that the supply of oil is available for the candlestick, that there is an adequate supply? Now is it so, beloved brethren, that as well as having the ability to converse freely and intelligently about the Scriptures in the power of the Spirit, we can bring forth as incense the graces of Christ? Can we fill, so to speak, the whole area and atmosphere with the incense? Well, it is our responsibility, our charge; that it is present. If the incense is absent, where is it? Well, it is our responsibility. We all have to take that to ourselves, to see that there is the expression in the local gathering of the graces and beauties of our Lord Jesus Christ as incense to God. 

Then we have the continual oblation, which was the morning lamb and the evening lamb offered up as a burnt-offering. What it would be if somebody said to Aaron, ‘I just could not get a lamb today; I just have not got a morning oblation’, or similarly in the case of the evening, oblation? So Eleazar would make sure that the continual oblation was present. Now what does that mean? It means that we serve the saints to bring before them continually the precious thought of our acceptance in the presence of God in Christ, and that nothing can alter the glory of that place we have in His eyes. We get so occupied with breakdown and our small conditions, so it is ever necessary to be like Eleazar and ensure the continual oblation, that it is brought morning and evening without fail. These exercises call for a great deal of spiritual energy and for prayer. I think of Epaphras at Colosse, he combated earnestly in prayer that they should stand perfect and complete in all the will of God (see Colossians 4: 12). I think that the will of God involved the things with which Eleazar was entrusted. 

And then it says, “and the anointing oil”, in other words, the blessed Holy Spirit rests upon the whole ordered system. Thus the intimations on the Lord’s day morning are given in dignity. The intimations are part of the dignified anointing of God’s house. So in regard to our meetings, the comely way in which the sisters dress, and in which the brothers comport themselves in the gatherings, are all evidence that the anointing oil is present on the tabernacle. And so it is our responsibility to ensure that the supply of the anointing oil is adequate. Then, “the oversight of the whole tabernacle, and of all that is therein, over the sanctuary, and over its furniture”. Dear brethren, “over the sanctuary and over its furniture”. 

We touch, I say it suggestively, the sanctuary and its furniture as gathered on the first day of the week. Do we carry the responsibility in regard to the sanctuary and its furniture, to see that the service of God in God’s house, God’s spiritual house, is maintained with the glory and the dignity that attaches to it? 

So may we all take up the oversight of the things necessary for God’s house. We may have to be Ithamars in the care meeting, ensuring that the principles and persons are cared for, but there is also the Eleazar feature ensuring continually what is for the divine pleasure. It is a responsibility to care for God’s house, but the privileges are also great, and to enjoy these we must maintain suitable conditions. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
4 January 1983 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 4:16-33 (JND) [16] And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall have the oversight of the oil for the light, and the fragrant incense, and the continual oblation, and the anointing oil, the oversight of the whole tabernacle, and of all that is therein, over the sanctuary, and over its furniture. [17] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [18] Ye shall not cut off the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites, [19] but this shall ye do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they draw near unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to his service and to his burden; [20] but they shall not go in and see for a moment the holy things, lest they die. [21] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [22] Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, according to their fathers' houses, after their families. [23] From thirty years old and upward to fifty years old shalt thou number them; every one that cometh to labour in the work, to perform the service in the tent of meeting. [24] This shall be the service of the families of the Gershonites, in serving, and in carrying: [25] they shall carry the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tent of meeting, its covering, and the covering of badgers' skin that is above upon it, and the curtain of the entrance to the tent of meeting, [26] and the hangings of the court, and the curtain of the entrance, of the gate of the court, which surroundeth the tabernacle and the altar, and the cords thereof, and all the instruments of their service; and all that is to be done for these things shall they perform. [27] At the commandment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their carrying, and in all their service; and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all their carrying. …

1 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] The word [is] faithful: if any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work. [2] The overseer then must be irreproachable, husband of one wife, sober, discreet, decorous, hospitable, apt to teach; [3] not given to excesses from wine, not a striker, but mild, not addicted to contention, not fond of money, …

Hebrews 3 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. …

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.



DEPENDENCE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT


J. Wright 

Exodus 2: 15–22; 3: 1–6; 23: 20–24 

What our brother has brought before us, beloved brethren, shows us in a full way what our responsibilities are, responsibilities which we are not to elect ourselves out of, and, as knowing God, we would not wish to. I have been thinking a little today of this section in regard of Moses, and I thought it might help us to see how we can fulfil those responsibilities. 

While it is clear that Christianity is to be a full-time occupation, not part-time, there is a certain background, certain conditions, which are required. Moses was an outstanding man of God; I just want to refer to certain features that marked him in simple matters. The days of a Christian’s life are to be not complicated but simple. 

First of all there is Moses sitting by the well. The last two Lord’s days at the Supper we have had a word bearing on the unselfish service of the Holy Spirit. How unselfish He is in His service! Moses here is sitting by the well, he is restful. He might have been disturbed; he might have been upset having to leave Egypt; all his ambitions—if he had any; I do not suppose he had any really—but if he had any ambitions they would have been finished; but Moses was finding his resource by the well, sitting by the well. What a Helper we have in the blessed Holy Spirit, beloved brethren, how readily we can avail ourselves of Him. We might say, as to what has been brought before us, How can we fill it out? How can we fill anything out in Christianity? We cannot fill it out apart from the help and the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore Moses is found sitting by this well. A change comes about with Moses with a result, he becomes a helper. Well, we can begin on this line of being helpers. We can all help in the matters that are on hand; we do not have to do it all; none of us has to do it all; but we can become helpers. 

So this matter arose as to the watering of the flock. Moses rose and helped them; he was, available, beloved brethren, in an unselfish way to help these persons water their flock. I believe this would be characteristic of Moses, as a result of sitting by the well. 

In Exodus 3 Moses is carrying out unselfish service; he was content to remain in Midian. We were reminded the other week-end as to piety, and I believe piety lays a basis for this. I do not think we would be able to function rightly in matters without it, without piety, and without contentment. Here was Moses; he was content; the circumstances were not of his choosing, but he was content in them. Well, Moses is active here as tending the flock, someone else’s flock; he was unselfish in his service. He takes time to turn aside to see the great sight. It is clear, beloved brethren, that these matters do take our time, but what blessed matters they are. What better occupation could we have than to give our time to them? Moses could have gone by and just glanced at this matter, but he turns aside. There is a thorn-bush, it says, “And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush—and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed”. God takes account of what Moses said and what Moses does here; he turned aside to see this great sight. 

Well, there are great things to be seen in Christianity, great things to be seen by the Spirit. We would like to understand more the meaning of this, the thorn-bush being burned but not being consumed. It must relate to the way that God Himself has come near. He says to Moses, “I am come down” (Exodus 3: 8). What a wonderful thing it is, beloved brethren, that God has come near! What food for our contemplation there is in that! It says in John’s gospel, 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1: 14). John speaks of those who have contemplated Him, “contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”. If we are going to be affected by the beauties and graces of Christ, if we are going to exhibit them in some way, it must be as we contemplate them, contemplate what has come near to us, beloved brethren. The writer to the Hebrews says that our God is a consuming fire. 

What a state of reverence and fear we need to have in that way. Not a state of bondage, but of fear. So God had come near in outwardly insignificant circumstances. The circumstances in the testimony are outwardly insignificant, but how glorious is the divine presence; God Himself has come near. 

I just refer briefly to Exodus 23; the presence of God would be drawn attention to in this Angel. The Angel would speak to us of the Spirit of God. The assurance that God’s thoughts are going through, and that God’s people are going through in relation to them, is in the presence of the Holy Spirit here. There is to be a people brought into the land, a people to be brought into all the wealth that God has for them, and it is dependent upon the blessed Holy Spirit and His presence here, His unselfish service. God’s name is in Him, it says. All that is due to that Name is maintained here by the Spirit. What a Name! James speaks of the excellent name (see James 2: 7). What a name is upon us in that sense, the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, involving the way that God has made Himself known in this glorious economy of love. On our side we need to be careful, to respect the blessed Holy Spirit, to give Him what is due, to give Him His place, to hearken to His voice, to listen to what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. How much we need to listen! We do need too to have anointed lips, and we need to have anointed ears to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. Thus I believe, beloved brethren, we will be furnished in a fuller way to fill out our responsibilities in relation to what our brother has said. May we be helped in it in the Lord’s name. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
4 January 1983 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 2:15-22 (JND) [15] And Pharaoh heard of this matter, and sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from before Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. And he sat by the well. [16] And the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came and drew [water], and filled the troughs, to water their father's flock. [17] And the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses rose and helped them, and watered their flock. [18] And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, Why are ye come so soon to-day? [19] And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew [water] abundantly for us, and watered the flock. [20] And he said to his daughters, And where is he? why then have ye left the man behind? Call him, that he may eat bread. [21] And Moses consented to remain with the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. [22] And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.

Exodus 3:1-6 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. [4] And Jehovah saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him out of the midst of the thorn-bush and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here am I. [5] And he said, Draw not nigh hither: loose thy sandals from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] And he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look at God.

Exodus 23:20-24 (JND) [20] Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee to the place that I have prepared. [21] Be careful in his presence, and hearken unto his voice: do not provoke him, for he will not forgive your transgressions; for my name is in him. [22] But if thou shalt diligently hearken unto his voice, and do all that I shall say, then I will be an enemy to thine enemies, and an adversary to thine adversaries. [23] For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off. [24] Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their deeds; but thou shalt utterly destroy them, and utterly shatter their statues.

Exodus 3 (JND) [1] And Moses tended the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock behind the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God to Horeb. [2] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush: and he looked, and behold, the thorn-bush burned with fire, and the thorn-bush was not being consumed. [3] And Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight, why the thorn-bush is not burnt. …

Exodus 3:8 (JND) [8] And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good and spacious land, unto a land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Exodus 23 (JND) [1] Thou shalt not accept a false report; extend not thy hand to the wicked, to be an unrighteous witness. [2] Thou shalt not follow the multitude for evil; neither shalt thou answer in a cause, to go after the multitude to pervert [judgment]. [3] Neither shalt thou favour a poor man in his cause. …

James 2:7 (JND) [7] And [do not] *they* blaspheme the excellent name which has been called upon you?



ATTACHMENT TO CHRIST AND THE ASSEMBLY


J. G. Wain 

John 21: 15–18; Acts 3: 4–11; Ruth 1: 16, 17 

I have read these scriptures with the desire to say a word as to being attached in affection to the Lord Jesus. I believe the verses in chapter 3 of Acts would bear on our being attached to the truth; and that remarkable committal of Ruth to Naomi in the scripture in Ruth, I believe, would bear on us as to our attachment to the assembly. I feel for myself the great need of being firmly attached to Christ. God says, through His prophet, of Ephraim, that he was joined to idols (see Hosea 4: 17). What a solemn thought it is that some of those who belong to the Lord Jesus have become attached to what could be called idols, and have become unserviceable. What a word for us, that we might be attached firmly to the Lord Jesus. I think that as the days are getting more difficult we need to see that we are firmly attached in affection to the blessed Saviour. Scripture says in the beginning of Hebrews, “For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things we have heard, lest in any way we should slip away” (Hebrews 2: 1). That is the solemn possibility! Just like a boat being loosed from its moorings, it slips away. Perhaps you had a love for Christ and you have slipped away; just loosed from the moorings, and the current, under the power of the devil, takes you away; hence the need to be firmly attached to the Lord Jesus. 

I believe this section in John would illustrate the need to make sure that our links of attachment to Christ are maintained in freshness and reality. Let our links be not just in word but in inward conviction; the word translated ‘attached’ means intense affection, and it was there in Peter. Mr. Taylor says in one place that Peter is a sample man, a sample of us all. 

Now in referring to Peter we are not thinking critically of that servant of God in any sense, but he just reflects what I am and what I am capable of. The scripture is given to us that we might be helped by examples; the Spirit of God shows here how the Lord is concerned that Peter’s attachment might be firm and real. I believe that is why He repeats the question three times; He emphasizes the urgent need that this should be maintained in reality. As we know. John writes his gospel for the last days; he writes after the breakdown publicly had come in, and when the truth had been distorted and misrepresented, and John is pointing out, in recording this in his gospel, not to expose Peter, but for our benefit, that we might see to it that our links with Christ are strong and real. As we think of Peter as a sample man it is encouraging to see that the Lord’s dealings with us are intensely personal. There is not a second you anywhere as far as the Lord is concerned. He knows all about us, and He is concerned about our links being fresh and real, and our being firmly attached to Him. 

Remarkable circumstances surround this searching and this affectionate appeal to Peter’s affections. The Lord says, “lovest thou me more than these?”; Peter had inferred that he had more love than others. He said, “Even if all should be offended, yet not I”, Mark 14: 29. The Lord is tenderly helping Peter to see that his attachment is not just what he thought it was, and it needed to be revived in the freshness of love. All this transpired on the same sea shore where Peter was initially converted—surely it would come into Peter’s mind how the Lord had come into his boat, into his very circumstances, with that miraculous haul of fishes when he was converted. In the beginning of Luke 5 the Lord uses all these circumstances just to help us. He is not dependent upon what anyone may say. He has His own way in the arranging of things in our lives so that we know without a word what He means. The cock crew; most people would hear the cock crow, but it meant something to Peter that it meant to no one else. God is well able to dispense with every human agency and deal with us each one individually, and He is not dependent on the preacher, but in wondrous grace He uses the foolishness of the preaching to save men (1 Corinthians 1: 21). (I would not dare to use that word “foolishness” were it not in Scripture). Then there was the fire made with coals; there is only one other reference that I know in the New Testament to a fire of coals, and that is the fire by which Peter was warming himself in company with those hostile to Jesus, when he denied the Lord. In the Lord’s tender grace He uses such circumstances in our lives that we might know Him better, and that we might be divested of the confidence that we may have in ourselves, and so get down to the reality, to rock bottom. 

So He probes Peter in this way in deep affection, that He might establish firmly, afresh, his attachment to Him. After the Lord Jesus had risen the message was, ‘Go, tell his disciples and Peter’ (Mark 16: 7)—I think that is lovely. It is as if the Lord would say, I have had personal dealings with you, and I may send a message, or I may arrange circumstances, that will just convey what is needed to the soul of the one in whom I am working. But all is in view of the strengthening of our attachment to Him. O, dear friends, we need to maintain a living attachment to the Lord Jesus. The only thing that will stand in the presence of the increasing darkness and apostasy is a committal of this kind. So Peter in the end says, “Thou knowest that I am attached to thee”. This underlies everything that is collective; this is the most vital thing in the history of any soul, that we are firmly attached to the Saviour. 

And what reason we have to be attached to Him! Jesus here was out of death—O, beloved, He has borne our sins in His body on the tree. What we owe to Him we can never say; no one can fully understand the debt we owe to Jesus. Have we not reason to love Him? He took my place; He bore the judgment that I deserved. He went into the darkness and the distance, and endured the full wrath of God against sin, that the whole question of our history might be eternally settled to the glory of God. What that work involved we can never compass; it is beyond us to compass; the work itself was done in unparalleled darkness which no eye could penetrate. The weight of the judgment was more than we can understand as Jesus was forsaken on that cross; He was forsaken for you and for me. There He bore the full penalty for sin. Oh who could think, or who can find words to express, what was involved? But on the cross Jesus bore the full unmitigated fury of a holy God against sin, that we might be forgiven, and redeemed, and blessed. That judgment was exhausted—no other man could ever have borne that judgment. Jesus was the only One who could do it, because He was entirely apart from sin—the holy, sinless, spotless Saviour. No other man would have been seen again after that, judgment, but He sustained it in all its awfulness, and He exhausted it. 

He could say, “It is finished”; the work was done. He could say, anticipating that moment, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17: 4. Glorious, victorious Saviour, He has been into death and the grave and been there vicariously to deliver us from that condition of man that has brought in such sorrow and disgrace. He is now alive, a living Saviour, and God is completely vindicated. The precious blood of Jesus flowed from His side, and the blood is the basis on which God can forgive the greatest sinner; that blood alone can atone for every sin. Oh thank God for such a work and for such a Saviour, and such a solid foundation on which to rest the faith of our souls! That precious blood which cleanses from every sin is available still for salvation. How much we owe Him; how much we should be attached to Him! We can never repay Him, of course, but I believe He would appeal to our affections that they might be firmly attached to Him—and make a further committal to Him, an irrevocable committal, one that we never go back on. Peter never went back to his fishing after this, he was secured wholly and solely for the work the Lord had given him to do. Oh may our attachment to Christ be steady, and firm, and living, and real, so that come what may we have an anchor for the soul that will hold in any storm. 

Now I refer just briefly to Acts because there we have a man who was unable to do anything, brought into the greatest blessing in the power of the name of Jesus the Nazaraean; he is delivered from his condition and set free that he might walk, and leap, and praise God. I wanted to draw attention to what it says in verse 11, “And as he held Peter and John”. Peter had taken hold of him by the right hand and raised him up, but there is a movement on his part so that he held on to Peter and John, and I suggest that there is need that we hold on to the truth that has come to us, that we are attached to it, not loosely, but firmly. The Spirit of God speaks in Ephesians 4: 14 of persons being carried away—“In order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of that teaching which is in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error”. In the presence of the eternal weight of the truth, in the presence of the giving up of so much amongst many who may profess the name of Christ, I believe there is a need to be firmly attached to what has come to us through accredited means. He held on to Peter and John; it just suggests to me that there is a balanced holding on to the vital truth that has come through the apostles, delivered from novelties, delivered from modern theology and the thinking of men, but holding on to what God established so powerfully at the beginning of the dispensation, so that at the end, in spite of all the power of the enemy, we are not carried away. May we be holding tenaciously and firmly to the truth, not in desperation, but holding on to it as appreciating and valuing what has come to us at such cost. 

This man held on to Peter and to John. Peter, no doubt, suggests to us the teaching of the kingdom, the need of recognising authority, and coming under the control of Christ; and John emphasizes the preciousness of those blessed family relations which he sets out in his ministry as the one who was in the bosom of Jesus. These two things are to go on together, and we need to hold on to them. What a need there is for irrevocable committal to the truth. There was such a committal with Elisha to Elijah. Three times Elisha says, “I will not leave thee!”, 2 Kings 2: 2–6. That is the sort of committal that is called for in the day in which we are. “I will not leave thee” means that I am going to hold on to the truth that has come at such cost, regardless of efforts to divert. I believe there is need for firm attachment to the truth that has been given us to value and enjoy. 

Finally, in Ruth there is an outstanding committal on the part of a younger person to a widowed woman named Naomi. Naomi’s name means ‘pleasantness’, and I believe in Naomi the Spirit of God would point to the features of the assembly in our day. There is no conception in the universe like God’s conception of Christ and the assembly; it is outstanding; there is nothing that can compare with that glorious vessel that God has formed in this wonderful time. It will stand out in the world to come, and in eternity. As this dear woman returns she says, “Call me Mara”. She had known bitterness (Mara means bitterness). 

She was bereft of all that nature could give, a widow, and both her sons had died in the land of Moab. It is not unlike the day in which we are. The prophet Isaiah refers to the howling of Moab (see Isaiah 16: 7). What sorrow we see here; Naomi is returning with all this on her spirit, a broken woman. And there is one person here in whom God had worked; Ruth really moves in faith. She had light from God in her soul, and when God works nothing can disturb it. Faith is a wonderful thing. You can read of persons, as at the time of the martyrs, who shone in their faith. What light shone in those persons!—men, women, young men, young women, their lives surrendered for the truth; perhaps not the full truth that we may know, through God’s grace, but they gave their lives for what they knew. 

Now Ruth was one such person. There was Naomi returning to the land she had left, penitent, broken, conscious of failure. And the work of God comes out in Ruth in this wonderful committal. I believe it would be a word for us. She says, I will go—“whither thou goest I will go”—What a committal! No second thoughts with Ruth; there were with Orpah, but no second thoughts with Ruth. She says, “Whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge—thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. What a committal! Her language is like that of Elisha when he said, “I will not leave thee”. I believe there is a need today of this kind of attachment, that whatever the circumstances may be, however weak the outward position may appear to human sight, we see beyond it to that work which God is doing which is going through, and which is going to shine eternally. It is God’s work; it is not our work, not man’s work. We like numbers perhaps, we like big companies, but God’s way is that there may be firm attachment, nothing loose that can slip away, but a committal and an attachment that will not be reversed. The Spirit delights to record Ruth’s committal. The end of the book shows in type the assembly for Christ’s glory. Now despised, it will end in glory. For myself I feel the need to be vitally attached to Christ; firmly attached to the truth, secured to us at such cost, and firmly attached to the assembly, which ministers to the affections of Him who died for us. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Maidstone
10 October 1982 

 


Scripture references

John 21:15-18 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep. [18] Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire.

Acts 3:4-11 (JND) [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us. [5] And he gave heed to them, expecting to receive something from them. [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk. [7] And having taken hold of him [by] the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong. [8] And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. [9] And all the people saw him walking and praising God; [10] and they recognised him, that it was *he* who sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. [11] And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico which is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.

Ruth 1:16-17 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!

Hosea 4:17 (JND) [17] Ephraim is joined to idols: leave him alone.

Hebrews 2:1 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away.

Mark 14:29 (JND) [29] But Peter said to him, Even if all should be offended, yet not *I*.

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

1 Corinthians 1:21 (JND) [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom has not known God, God has been pleased by the foolishness of the preaching to save those that believe.

Mark 16:7 (JND) [7] But go, tell his disciples and Peter, he goes before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him, as he said to you.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Ephesians 4:14 (JND) [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error;

2 Kings 2:2-6 (JND) [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel. [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! [4] And Elijah said to him, Elisha, abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Jericho. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! And they came to Jericho. [5] And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! [6] And Elijah said to him, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to the Jordan. And he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! And they two went on.

Isaiah 16:7 (JND) [7] Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab; every one of them shall howl. For the foundations of Kirhareseth shall ye mourn, verily afflicted.



THE LOVE OF THE CHRIST


F. G. Suckling 

2 Corinthians 5: 14, 15; Ephesians 3: 14–21 

I was just thinking of this matter of the love of the Christ. The apostle says to the Corinthians, “For the love of the Christ constrains us”, and in Ephesians he says, “and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”. The love of the Christ is something that is for each one of us to enjoy, whether we are young or whether we are older. It is something that we each one can enjoy and appreciate, and it is what we are to be occupied with at all times. It is like a thread that goes through and it is to be known by us in all our experiences, that which would hold us and keep us. The Lord says to those in Philadelphia, “They ... shall know that I have loved thee”. We are reminded of it every Lord’s day, and we can thank God that the Supper has been preserved right through, and recovered to us in the revival, an occasion that we can have as an anchor and a gathering point. While we have been scattered, most of us, for a certain period in our history there has been a scattering under God’s government and wisdom—there is this gathering point that we each have as a kind of anchor, the Supper. It speaks to us so much of the love of the Christ; it is a gathering point for all the saints really, and that, among other things, is why the Lord gave us the Supper. It is the great occasion. 

But then there is to be this experience of His love all the time. So that right in the middle of all that the apostle had to say to the saints in Corinth he says as he comes to this point, “For the love of the Christ constrains us”. I think he was saying that by way of his own experience, and the experience of those who were similarly minded. There would be some in Corinth who were not occupied with the love of the Christ and Paul would rally them to it and say, ‘As far as we are concerned, myself and those with me, it is the love of the Christ that constrains us’. 

Then the same matter comes up in relation to the highest truth, and in this wonderful chapter 3 of Ephesians, where the apostle says he bows his knees to the Father (and he speaks about his commission, and what God had given him, and the mystery) in the middle of it all he says, “and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge. It is as if this wonderful living thread, or power, goes through everything, because it has its origin in God Himself. We think of the love that is in divine Persons and is now expressed in this glorious anointed Man, the love of the Christ. Well, it is something that is to hold us at all times, and refresh us in what is living. 

The Lord says to those in Ephesus in Revelation that while they had done much for Him, and they would not accept those who said they were apostles and were not, and other things, they had left their first love (see Revelation 2: 4). Well, we could go on with a system of things and a way of life, but unless we know something of this experience of the love of the Christ it is not of much value to God, and what a lack and loss for us to be missing this wonderful experience of the love of the Christ, the love of the Lord Jesus, the love of that blessed, glorious Man, the only Man, as we have been hearing, that God has before Him, and the One who has expressed everything to us. Think of what Christ has done in love for the assembly and the great truth of “the assembly in Christ Jesus”. 

Well, it is just these few thoughts that I would submit to the brethren as to this wonderful matter. We can go to the Scriptures and see it expressed everywhere. In the types from the beginning in Adam and Eve, and Isaac and Rebecca, and others right through, there is this wonderful matter of the love of the Christ. May the Lord help us in it and may we experience His love more and more in our wilderness pathway here, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
27 December 1982 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised.

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.



“TO HIM BE GLORY”


W. P. Smith1

As we worship, O God, in the sense of Thy greatness, 

Thy love fills our hearts with delight. 

We are Thine—with the blood of Thine own are we purchased, With praises we bow in Thy sight.

 

In th’assembly to Thee in Christ Jesus be glory, 

O God, we with gladness proclaim, 

To the age of the ages through all generations 

Unchanged shall this glory remain.

 

O supreme in Thy majesty, greatness and power, 

Alone immortality Thine, 

Now to Thee in Thy dwelling in light unapproachèd 

Be glory and honour divine. 

Sidcup

 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ

 


Notes


	[←1]
	 With Christ, 11 March 1971
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