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THE OVERCOMER’S PORTION

C. A. Coates 

Genesis 49: 13–21 

In connection with Zebulun, Issachar, and Dan, I think we see indicated the way by which Satan seeks to divert men from the blessings which have been brought in by grace in victorious power. The same power that took man away from innocence is active still to move men away from the blessings of grace. You see in the early chapters of the Acts how quickly selfishness and self-interest came in to divert souls, and the same thing has continued to work wherever the light of Christian blessing has gone. Where the light of Christianity has come people are not so much diverted by violence and corruption as by self-interest. 

Those who were invited to the great supper—a supper figurative of the festivity of heavenly grace—would not come because they were held by their own interests, not wrong things. The wrong was that they attached more importance to their own interests than to the feast of heavenly grace. This is the great snare of multitudes in Christendom, and the form in which the power of evil holds them. Even of believers Paul had to say, “All seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s”. If our own interests become dominant with us we shall most surely be diverted from all that is established in a risen and glorified Christ. 

I make these remarks in connection with Zebulun. Read verse 13. The sea is never spoken of in Scripture in a good sense. It is a figure of the restless and disturbed state of things which sin has brought about. In the new earth there will be no more sea. Then Zidon is a type of the world. 

So that I think here we have suggested the thought of people becoming engrossed in business, and in pursuing their own interests coming down to the level of the world! How ruinous is this to soul prosperity! How many have we known whose spiritual career has been blighted by the pursuit of their own interests! Do you think a man can prosper in divine things if business and money-making are his chief interest? Beware of letting your heart become a “haven for ships”, and of having your “border unto Zidon”! 

It may be said, ‘We have to get our living, and to provide for our families, and so on’. Yes, that is quite right, but the point is. What rules in your heart? Does business take precedence of divine things with you? With some business is the absorbing interest, and the Lord’s things are put in a corner, but this is the highroad to spiritual poverty. 

Then in Issachar I think we see a figure of those who want to have an easy time of it in the world. “He saw that rest was good”. He would like to please God, and at the same time keep on good terms with men. But these are “two burdens” which no man can carry at the same time. The one who thinks to have an easy time in this way will find out his mistake. Many have tried to carry these two burdens, but no one ever succeeded. Peter tried it once, and had to smart for it (Galatians 2). 

In Dan we see the final issue of decline and departure. The man who is ruled by self-interest and a desire for ease here is likely to become an adversary of the truth in a time of crisis and difficulty. A Demas often becomes an Alexander (2 Timothy 4: 10, 14). How solemn it is to think of this! And we are all liable to turn aside in this 

way. If we realise this, what effect will it have upon us? It will surely cast us upon God. 

When the patriarch Jacob came to this point he broke off, as it were, to exclaim, “I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord”. In prophetic picture the declension and departure of the people was before him and the question seemed to arise, Will there be no recovery? Are they to be altogether drifted away from what is of God? In presence of this he exclaimed, “I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord”. Ah! it is this we need, whether for preservation or recovery. The power of God’s salvation becomes a special necessity in an evil day—a day of departure and apostasy. 

The more conscious we are of the power of evil against us the more we turn to God for His salvation. In view of the dark days which were coming at Ephesus Paul said, ‘I commend you to God’. To Timothy he said, “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”. There was a moment when all forsook him, but at that moment the Lord stood with him and strengthened him. He proved in the evil day the power of divine salvation. And if we are to stand and overcome in an evil day it must be in the power of God’s salvation. God can deliver His saints from all evil. If I have a tendency to be occupied with my own interests, or to settle down here, I need God’s salvation to preserve me. His salvation comes in to deliver us from the power of what is evil so that we may enjoy the wondrous, things which He has freely given to us. 

The result of God’s deliverance coming in is seen in the next three tribes. First, the saint is made an overcomer. “Gad, a troop shall overcome him; but he shall overcome at the last”. 

When we have tried to go on in our own strength we have been overcome, but when we wait for God’s salvation He 

makes us overcomers.: If a saint has been overcome, and afterwards becomes an overcomer, it is clearly by the special grace of God. We see this in many of God’s saints and servants—

Job, Jacob, David, Peter, Paul. Each overcame at the last. If a saint “fall, he shall not be utterly cast down—for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand”, Psalm 37: 24. So he can say, “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the. Lord shall be a light unto me”, Micah 7: 8. What precious grace is this! 

If we are conscious of the power of evil that seeks to move us away from our true blessings we shall cry to God for His salvation, and the effect will be that He will make us overcomers. God is able and willing to do this. If we have been overcome again and again, that shows how necessary it is to wait for God’s salvation. 

Then the overcomer enjoys his portion according to God’s purpose and grace. “Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties”. We get satisfaction; we enjoy the fatness of God’s house; and can dispense it to others. A satisfied heart is a wonderful example of what God’s grace and power can do for man. But there must be the overcoming before there can be the overflowing. When Paul was in prison his bread was fat, and he yielded “royal dainties”. So that all the saints ever since have been nourished and sustained by the spiritual food sent out from that prison at Rome. 

The overcomer and the satisfied one is the one who walks in true liberty. “Naphtali is a hind let loose”. As we enjoy what is of God we are set free from what is of man, and of the world and the flesh. God would have us to be free from all the selfish motives and evil influences that work in the hearts of men. Then we can give “goodly words”. The words that come out of a free and satisfied heart are sure to be “goodly words”. 

From ‘ The History of God’s Ways’ in ‘ The Food of Life’. Most quotations are from the A.V. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 49:13-21 (JND) [13] Zebulun will dwell at the shore of the seas; Yea, he will be at the shore of the ships, And his side [toucheth] upon Sidon. [14] Issachar is a bony ass, Crouching down between two hurdles. [15] And he saw the rest that it was good, And the land that it was pleasant; And he bowed his shoulder to bear, And was a tributary servant. [16] Dan will judge his people, As another of the tribes of Israel. [17] Dan will be a serpent on the way, A horned snake on the path, Which biteth the horse's heels, So that the rider falleth backwards. [18] I wait for thy salvation, O Jehovah. [19] Gad troops will rush upon him; But he will rush upon the heel. [20] Out of Asher, his bread shall be fat, And he will give royal dainties. [21] Naphtali is a hind let loose; He giveth goodly words.

Galatians 2 (JND) [1] Then after a lapse of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with [me]; [2] and I went up according to revelation, and I laid before them the glad tidings which I preach among the nations, but privately to those conspicuous [among them], lest in any way I run or had run in vain; [3] (but neither was Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, compelled to be circumcised;) …

2 Timothy 4:10-14 (JND) [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. [12] But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments. [14] Alexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works.

Psalms 37:24 (JND) [24] though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, for Jehovah upholdeth his hand.

Micah 7:8 (JND) [8] Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: though I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, Jehovah shall be a light unto me.



OUR RESOURCE IN THE SPIRIT

B. M. Deck 

Galatians 3: 4–6; 2 Kings 13: 14–21; Revelation 21: 9, 10, 21 (from “each one”) I wish, dear brethren, with the Lord’s help to speak of the Holy Spirit—Paul here saying, “He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit”—to the end, I trust, that there may be quickened with each of us a sensitivity to hear the Spirit’s voice, what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies, His current speaking to the assemblies. He is said to be with us; He was sent from a glorified Christ, sent from heaven from the Father and the Son to be with us and to be in us for ever. He is in the assembly, as we have been taught, in a total sense. He came upon Christ in a full sense as a dove. He has come in a full way—the Spirit of God, and God is here in the assembly. How it should fill us with a depth of sobriety that we are in no less than the presence of God amongst us. 

Let us be subdued therefore, and yet alert and worshipful that that blessed Person who is God Himself should speak to us, taking, as He has, the third place in this wonderful economy of love into which God has come and revealed Himself in power as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Human language is really insufficient to speak of such a matter, because there is one God; three Persons, but one God, and it is what is distinctive to the dispensation we are in that there is such a revelation. Because of His own blessed Essence and Being He lies beyond all, where no eye can penetrate, dwelling in light unapproachable, whom no one has seen, or can see. Oh, the wonder of it that God Himself has come in the Person of Jesus and made Himself known to persons such as you and I, meeting, as He has, the need, the distance relating to our sins and sin, that we should know the heart, the love, of the God who has revealed Himself. 

I just speak of this simply because we need to get right back, each of us, to the strength of our foundations morally with God, that He may open up something of the riches and the treasures of what is available to us in the Spirit of God. You will remember in Genesis how the servant brought out of his treasures, and he adorned Rebecca, and it must have been proceeding throughout that whole wilderness journey, because she says, “Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us?”, Genesis 24: 65. Beloved brethren, we are in the time of that quickening touch when the Spirit is directing us to the One who is coming to meet us. 

Already the cry is going out from the Spirit and the bride, ‘Come’. Let us be caught up in it, in the imminence and the preciousness of that cry, “Come, Lord Jesus”. The Spirit of God would engage us with the coming One and His glory. 

In Galatians 3 Paul is meeting conditions where there had been departure from the truth of the glad tidings, and he is not speaking just to one meeting, he is speaking to a whole area. I would think we could safely say that what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies would be universal in its bearing, and Paul is feeling that certain conditions are coming in and he wants to leave them with some impress of the speaking of the Spirit. “He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit, and works 

miracles”. You say, ‘Where are the miracles?’ I think each one of us is a miracle. It is a miracle of divine grace, beloved brethren, that we should be sitting here in nearness and in the confidence of love as brethren. Let us never forget it, let it deepen with us that we are each the subject of divine grace, and of the sovereignty of God’s mercy which He keeps for thousands. Let us value our place in the testimony; let us be careful not to lose it, but to be found in it in the devotedness the present hour calls for. 

That I think would be Paul’s concern as he is writing to these assemblies in Galatia—and travailing for them, and more than that, travailing again for them, as much as to say that he has been through it once and he will go through it again. There is the true feature of a mother coming out in the beloved apostle—“my children”, he says. Think of his feelings, his affections, as he thought of these beloved saints—and is the Spirit of God thinking any less now? He is surely not, and He would bring about such a spirit amongst us that is prepared to go through travail in order that Christ should be formed. Beloved, there is nothing greater, there is no greater objective to be reached, than the formation of Christ among us. It is far deeper than doctrine. Was it not beloved Mr. Raven who said that if he was seeking for a company to meet with he would not look firstly for correct doctrine, but for persons formed in the divine nature? I am not setting aside the doctrine, do not misunderstand me, but there was never a greater need than to be formed in the divine nature, and formed after Christ. 

Now Paul saw things working here through suffering. He says, “Have ye suffered so many things in vain, if indeed also in vain?” Dear brethren, I suppose there has not been a time in the history of the recovery when such intense suffering and anguish have had to be gone through. Are we reaching the divine end substantially? Is it leading us to see that there is another voice? That is towards the end of the wilderness. We look back over the surface of the waste. Let us learn its lessons. Do not be over-occupied with that backward look; that may damage us; but learn the lessons, and see that there is another voice urging us onward, upward, over; “when you see the ark ... go after it”, Joshua 3: 3. Oh, let our hearts be centred on a Man who has made a way through the Jordan, through death, and lives there on the other side, and does not rest until we reach it. How can we stop short, like those two-and-a-half tribes did, of the full enjoyment of the inheritance, and our place with Christ there? Oh, our life is wrapped up with Him. When here He lived on account of the Father; that is how He lived; “As ... I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”, John 6: 57. 

Beloved brethren, let us be quickened today to see that in that risen life with Him, on the other side, our place is assured. 

Now Paul is travailing; he sees something different, a different gospel, coming in and he is alert as to it, and with jealous feelings he meets it effectively. He says there were some conspicuous among them; it did not mean anything to him, he was not governed by those things; he did not take counsel with flesh and blood. How important, dear brethren, to seek a sphere of things that is apart from influence! He did go up to Jerusalem to make acquaintance with Peter, but it is very interesting that he also went into Arabia; he went where he could be alone with God, free from influence, and that is where he got his impressions, and as it were, he comes back to the area of service and he is really saying, ‘What I want to leave you with is the Spirit’—“He ... Who ministers to you the Spirit”. 

There is much we could say as to this. I believe more and more, beloved brethren, that we need to carry in prayer what the Lord is feeling and seeing as He maintains His testimony universally. It is a wonderful thing that He is prepared, even in days of such breakdown, to be with the twos and threes gathered to His name in which the authority has come down. Where He is in the midst, everything is there; He will maintain a witness in the midst of ruin to His rights and to His glory. I need not say more as to this, save to catch up the spirit of the beloved apostle as he travails again until Christ should be formed in them. 

Now in 2 Kings we know that the ministry of Elisha corresponds with the time of the Spirit. Elijah says, “If thou see me when I am taken from thee” (2 Kings 2: 10)—If you see me. Have we had a view of the Man taken up? We love to sing that hymn ‘Received in glory bright up there’ (Hymn 350). Think of the Spirit coming from that exalted position, in full acquaintance with all that is occurring up there, but coming to bring about a substantial answer to Christ glorified in a vessel so near His heart, even the assembly. Elisha’s ministry corresponds with the time of the Spirit—“He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit”. So you see how he puts his hands on the king’s hands; and with everything that the king does he associates himself. This too is a position that calls for deep exercise. There were two kings—the king of Israel and the king of Judah; those were divided conditions, but the Spirit is not divided; Christ is not divided. There is no division from the divine side, I think it points to the humbling conditions in which the testimony today is found. Maybe it will remain like that; maybe the Lord will leave us things to keep us humble. If so, then let us accept it, but not lose the divine ideal to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. 

Well, it says here that the king of Israel came down to Elisha and wept over his face. He seemed to respect him, and he said, “My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!” Although the leadership is weak, he recognizes the prophet. Oh, let us take courage! We have the apostles’ doctrine; let us persevere in it; but we also have the prophet, and the king recognizes the prophet and his concern is, How is the testimony to go through?—“the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!” He felt the weakness, he felt how frail the position was. I speak simply as to these things, dear brethren, because we by faith may become strong out of weakness. We find from the divine side there is no lack, there is nothing missing, everything is there as we make way for the current speaking of the Spirit to the assemblies. 

So he comes down to Elisha and he says, “My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof! And Elisha said to him, Take bow and arrows. And he took a bow and arrows”. You notice how obedient he is to the prophet. Elisha says, “Put thy hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it; and Elisha put his hands upon the king’s hands”. Elisha is coming in supportively to what, typically, is taking up responsibility in regard to the assembly. Dear brethren, I wish to be clear in what I am trying to say; there is great need to accept responsibility in such days as we are in, and to prove in it the power and effectiveness of the prophet and the prophetic word, which is coming in to help us and support us right through. 

So, “Open the window eastward”. Where would, deliverance come from? Ah, we think of the coming of the Lord; every matter will be resolved then in absolute righteousness and perfection and glory. In the meantime our outlook is that way, eastward. “And Elisha said, Shoot”. What does that mean? 

It means the king was obedient; it means help is coming in from another source. It is an arrow of Jehovah’s deliverance. You can be sure that what comes through in the power of the prophetic word will reach its end, it will find its target, and there will be deliverance coming in. I am speaking of it in a public sense. Now it is to make way for and experience the power and effectiveness of the prophetic word. Let us listen then to what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. 

Then it says, “Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed”. The man of God was angry. Why did he stop at three? He says, You should have done it five or six times. Dear brethren, do we understand what this means, to smite on the ground? How deep have we gone? How deep have we gone? You can stop at three and say, I am on safe ground now. That could allude to the work of Christ and would stop at resurrection. You say, I am on safe ground; I stay by the principles. That is certainly right so far. But Elisha was wroth; the king should have smitten five or six times. What does it mean? A subjective answer through repentance in depth to what has been established through infinite grace through the work of Another. Five is my weakness, six is man’s number. It has all got to go; it has been judicially dealt with, removed, at cost, on the cross. Let us not then fall short of the searching character of the prophetic word; it would help us to reach stable conditions morally, so that the testimony and the chariot of Israel may continue until the coming in from the east, the coming in of Christ. 

Beloved, these are wonderful things. Let us hear what the Spirit is saying, “He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit, and works miracles”. 

Oh, may there be something reached, something positively reached, in a deepened committal, with our eyes opened a little wider to see what is going on; alert to what the enemy is doing, and able to meet it in the effectiveness of the grace of the dispensation. Just to touch back on Galatians, Paul, even though he had to withstand Peter to the face, did not lose the brotherly link; he maintained it and preserved it, and worked through so that the truth prevailed and the position was saved. Dear brethren, these things are all on our side; let us see that our committal to these things, and our safety, lie in keeping close to the Spirit, and recognizing the power and effectiveness of the prophetic word. 

So these bones remain, the bones of Elisha; I speak simply, we know what that means; keep near these accredited ministries, keep near them; they are safe because they are based on the word of God. These principles of the truth to which we have been recovered will help us to be kept in the energy and the power of life, and to resist the bands of the Moabites. The enemy is relentless to break in on what is precious to the heart of Christ. Let us see the truth is maintained, as we keep close to the word of God and the prophet, and above all hear what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. 

Now I close with a word as to John. How close he was to the Spirit; what easy terms he had. He became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day; he was able to abstract himself. It would not have been easy on the isle of Patmos, alone there. Many of our beloved brethren have gone through loneliness, and we are to remember prisoners as bound with them. Oh, how we need to cultivate easy relations with the Spirit! John was like that; he found it when the Lord was here, in His bosom and on His breast. There is nothing, dear brethren, to equal nearness and intimacy with Christ. Now it is the Spirit who is another Comforter, like Jesus. John became in the Spirit; and he is carried away in the Spirit and set on a great and high mountain and shown the bride, the Lamb’s wife as the city coming down, having the glory of God, substantially formed in every attribute of divine glory. How we need to have a sense now of what the assembly is as the bride, the Lamb’s wife. She is making herself ready. Are we ready, dear brethren? We look into our own histories, and our own local meeting; is it ready? 

The Lord would have us like this, every gate a pearl; not twelve different pearls, but the inference is one pearl. That is, administration universally is based on the unity of the faith, and as the principles of the truth govern us there should be uniformity in practice in administration universally; there should be no divergence whatsoever. This is the vessel that Christ loves, secured through suffering love, through toil and through devoted service. Think of what has gone before, what has come down to us through faithful men who could instruct others also. Oh, what a heritage we have! Dear brethren, let us feel the responsibility that is ours now. Nothing outwardly great, but thank God the Spirit of God is here. Let us cultivate nearness to Him, intimacy with Him, and be prepared to hear His voice, another voice; He will lead us to Christ—‘ That is my Master!’ May the Lord help us in these things. 

Address at Hamilton
24 April 1982 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 3:4-6 (JND) [4] Have ye suffered so many things in vain, if indeed also in vain? [5] He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit, and works miracles among you, [is it] on the principle of works of law, or of [the] report of faith? [6] Even as Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

2 Kings 13:14-21 (JND) [14] And Elisha fell sick of his sickness in which he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof! [15] And Elisha said to him, Take bow and arrows. And he took a bow and arrows. [16] And he said to the king of Israel, Put thy hand upon the bow. And he put his hand [upon it]; and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands, [17] and said, Open the window eastward. And he opened [it]. And Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, An arrow of Jehovah's deliverance, even an arrow of deliverance from the Syrians; and thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou hast consumed [them]. [18] And he said, Take the arrows. And he took [them]. And he said to the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. [19] And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then wouldest thou have smitten the Syrians till thou hadst consumed [them]; whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. [20] And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the year. [21] And it came to pass as they were burying a man, that behold, they saw the band, and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha; and the man went [down], and touched the bones of Elisha, and he revived, and stood upon his feet.

Revelation 21:9-21 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; [20] the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. …

Genesis 24:65 (JND) [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

Galatians 3 (JND) [1] O senseless Galatians, who has bewitched you; to whom, as before your very eyes, Jesus Christ has been portrayed, crucified [among you]? [2] This only I wish to learn of you, Have ye received the Spirit on the principle of works of law, or of [the] report of faith? [3] Are ye so senseless? having begun in Spirit, are ye going to be made perfect in flesh? …

Joshua 3:3 (JND) [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it;

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

2 Kings 2:10 (JND) [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].



HANDFULS

F. C. Mutton 

Leviticus 2: 1–3; Exodus 9: 8–10; Ruth 2: 15, 16 

I just have a simple impression, dear brethren, really flowing from a chat with a brother yesterday in which he referred to the matter of a handful. It set me reflecting on this matter, which comes into Scripture, and I think, as you reflect upon it, it involves what is vital and essential. It is seen most preciously where we read in Leviticus 2, the priest presenting Godward what is spoken of as “his handful” of the oblation. This, of course, is the presentation Godward of our appreciation of the manhood of Jesus. Is it not remarkable that what will fill the universe and fill eternity can yet be related to one individual’s handful? So precious is the matter, so concentrated and so infinite in its holy preciousness and quality, that one handful can be presented Godward with infinite acceptance. I love this expression 

“his handful”—“and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour”. It is Christ as treasured in the affections and the holy minds of the saints. It is what goes up to God, we might say, through the hands of His people, “his handful”. 

I would just like to leave this impression of how much the Father values your appreciation of Christ—“his handful”, your formed impression. It is something which is in my hand, something which, if it is not an unsuitable expression, I have a grip of, I have taken hold of it by the Spirit in 

intelligence and affection and appreciation of Christ and, therefore, with priestly energy it can be presented with holy emotion and feeling Godward. This surely would be the principle of the service of God in which we merge. It must be, in one sense, what is individual, but then we merge and we are one, and yet each one bringing forward what is his in formed appreciation of Christ. Well, beloved brethren, I would love to rise to this priestly privilege more, including our daily communion and relations with the Father. It may be just an impression—a handful is not great in volume or quantity or maybe in time, it is just that outwardly small and yet essentially so rich and precious appreciation of Jesus, just a touch maybe from the Scriptures by the Spirit, just a thought—it might be something from a hymn going through the mind—and it is like this handful that goes up with infinite acceptance to the Father. 

Then we have this same thought in a very different setting in the striking allusion in Exodus 9. Moses and Aaron were told to take handfuls of ashes of the furnace. It must relate to the understanding and appreciation in our measure of the death of Christ, the “ashes of the furnace”. The death of Christ is to affect us profoundly in our whole outlook and here it affects our outlook as to the world, as to Egypt, but, if I may say so just simply, it does not necessarily take a very profound impression of the death of Jesus to affect one’s outlook on the world, just a handful will do it, just some real, formed impression of what the death of Jesus means. Paul says, “the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6: 14), and it may be a young person’s impression of the cross and of the dying of Jesus that puts a certain moral stamp on the world as a place to which he does not belong and from which Christ has been rejected. How safe and preservative such an impression is! 

So it says that these handfuls were taken “and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens … And it shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt …”, as if for me now, in the light of the death of Christ, the fine dust is covering the world—that is, it is covered by the fact that it crucified the Lord of glory; it rejected my Saviour; the only thing it could give Him was a cross. That is enough to mark the world for the believer in its true character. Then also its true character emerges in these boils; the corruption comes out. Well, may the world be thus judged by us. Let us never forget that what characterises the world is the crucifixion of our Lord, it is “Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified”, Revelation 11; 8. 

The last reference, in Ruth, relates to handfuls of provision. The Authorised Version, I think, says “handfuls of purpose”. The harvest was going on and here is a young believer earnestly following up the truth according to her measure, and Boaz, a type of Christ, gives commandment that she was to glean without being reproached or hindered, but not only that, they were deliberately to draw out for her some ears out of the handfuls, “and leave them that she may glean”. I feel sure that this is to enter into our comings together, dear brethren. There are those who are more advanced and mellowed and taught in the truth, and it is very much for them, I am sure; it is not that we would segregate the brethren, but do not let us ever forget these “handfuls of purpose” for those who are, shall I say?, just beginning to glean. I am sure the Lord would have this in His mind, and, indeed, I think this kind of meeting would have that character. It does not consist of 

long addresses, it has the nature of “handfuls of purpose”, and, as we have prayed, the Lord would surely provide just what is needed for every stage of exercise and growth; but, on our part, may we be subject to the Lord because I think He would have us take care that in every occasion there are these “handfuls of purpose” that under His hand will cheer and build up and nourish and encourage even the youngest among us. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Amen. 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 2:1-3 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire.

Exodus 9:8-10 (JND) [8] And Jehovah said to Moses and to Aaron, Take to yourselves handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens before the eyes of Pharaoh. [9] And it shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and shall become boils on man and on cattle, breaking out [with] blisters, throughout the land of Egypt. [10] And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it toward the heavens; and it became boils [with] blisters breaking out on man and on cattle.

Ruth 2:15-16 (JND) [15] And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and ye shall not reproach her. [16] And ye shall also sometimes draw out for her [some ears] out of the handfuls, and leave them that she may glean, and rebuke her not.

Leviticus 2 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire. …

Exodus 9 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith Jehovah the God of the Hebrews: Let my people go, that they may serve me. [2] For if thou refuse to let them go, and shalt retain them still, [3] behold, the hand of Jehovah shall be on thy cattle which is in the field, on the horses, on the asses, on the camels, on the oxen and on the sheep, with a very grievous plague. …

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Revelation 11 (JND) [1] And there was given to me a reed like a staff, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship in it. [2] And the court which [is] without the temple cast out, and measure it not; because it has been given [up] to the nations, and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty-two months. [3] And I will give [power] to my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] sixty days, clothed in sackcloth. …

Revelation 8 (JND) [1] And when it opened the seventh seal, there was silence in the heaven about half an hour. [2] And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. [3] And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might give [efficacy] to the prayers of all saints at the golden altar which [was] before the throne. …



FEEDING ON THE OBLATION

W. Dickson 

Leviticus 2: 3; 10: 12, 13 

As our brother was speaking, one thought of that hymn— 

‘Jesus, of Thee we ne’er would tire; 

The new and living food 

Can satisfy the heart’s desire 

Of those redeemed by blood’. (Hymn 447) 

What our brother has said is most attractive because it puts divine things within the compass and range of everyone who has a measure of spiritual desire. None need be without something for God, and the verse I have read brings out that none need be without something for his own strengthening by that same food. There is a verse in Genesis in reference to Joseph’s time. It says “the land brought forth by handfuls” (Genesis 41: 47), calling attention to the abundance. The stock of corn grew until they left off numbering. It is quite suggestive and shows in a certain sense what has marked the recovery of the truth, the store has been added to as the years pass by handfuls as spiritual men brought in fresh thoughts and fresh impressions, thus filling the storehouses. Beloved brethren, today we can draw upon these storehouses. When famine conditions come, we can draw from these storehouses. 

What I connect with this scripture is that the corn they gathered in the time of Joseph was really the basic ingredient in the meal offering, in the oblation. So it is good to enquire if a handful is taken out, as our brother has suggested, what happens to the rest? Is it wasted? Is it discarded? Oh, beloved, when we think of the great Antitype, that never could be. John says that the world would not be able to contain the books written of the things that Jesus did (John 21: 25). As to that holy life of Jesus, the fulness of it, there will not be a word, there will not be an act or grace that He expressed, that will be lost. All will be treasured up as food for His own eternally. So if the handful is taken out, there is something left, and that is for Aaron and his sons—“It is most holy of Jehovah’s offerings by fire”. Beloved brethren, if we want to grow in a priestly constitution and to take part in God’s service, not just from the standpoint of intelligence, we want to feed, as did Aaron’s sons, upon the oblation. Let us give ourselves over continually to the contemplation of Christ and in that way we shall have substance for the service of God. You acquire more substance for the service of God in the contemplation of Jesus than you do in study. I put it simply that way. Eating is suggestive of something you get by your own contemplation of the Lord, of His Person, His beauty and His grace. The remainder of the oblation is to strengthen us in the service of the priesthood. 

In Leviticus 10 a dreadful breakdown comes in, something perhaps we may have seen in the history of things in our own lifetime, the offering up of the strange fire and the judgment that came upon Aaron’s sons. There is a note of warning in it, beloved brethren; to think that the two sons, so highly privileged, acted thus. It should make us very careful and value our privileges and not take on things casually. Nadab and Abihu, despite their privileged place, acted in an unholy manner. What a warning that is! We could have the finest ministry and meetings, but unless we are near the Lord we could fail in holiness. 

But what I wanted to dwell upon was that Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and to Ithamar, “his sons that were left”. Are we not thankful that we are amongst those that are left? The expression itself conveys a remnant idea. Well, it may be, but thank God if we are amongst those that are left. So Moses says, “Take the oblation that is left of Jehovah’s offerings by fire, and eat it with unleavened bread beside the altar”. Note the stress on eating it with unleavened bread, as if Moses says now, ‘Learn this lesson—the oblation must be eaten with unleavened bread’. We have to be maintained continually in a spirit of self-judgment “for it is most holy”. If we eat the oblation thus, beloved brethren, there will be a demonstration of the features of Christ that will yield pleasure to God despite the failure and breakdown. When Moses told those that were left to eat the oblation with unleavened bread in a holy place, despite the breakdown, it is like Paul’s exhortation to Timothy, “Be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus”, 2 Timothy 2: l. May we be so! Amen. 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 2:3 (JND) [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire.

Leviticus 10:12-13 (JND) [12] And Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar and to Ithamar, his sons that were left, Take the oblation that is left of Jehovah's offerings by fire, and eat it with unleavened bread beside the altar; for it is most holy. [13] And ye shall eat it in a holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons' due, of Jehovah's offerings by fire; for so I am commanded.

Genesis 41:47 (JND) [47] And in the seven years of plenty the land brought forth by handfuls.

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

Leviticus 10 (JND) [1] And the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, took each of them his censer, and put fire in it, and put incense on it, and presented strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not commanded them. [2] And there went out fire from before Jehovah, and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah. [3] And Moses said to Aaron, This is what Jehovah spoke, saying, I will be hallowed in them that come near me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron was silent. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



THE PRIEST’S HANDFUL

G. A. Brown 

Leviticus 5: 11–13; Psalm 51: 1–3, 19 

I just venture to say a brief word, beloved brethren, in support of what has been said. Chapter 5 of Leviticus is not the oblation; it is the sin-offering. This passage has been a comfort to me many times. In some ways it is one of the most precious and comforting passages in Scripture because it concerns someone who is very poor, very low down in his soul, who has sinned, and is convicted of his sin but is unable to bring a sheep or a goat. It says, “But if his hand cannot attain to two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons ...” What a sad state to be in! It is when you are really down, when you are at your lowest, that a passage like this comes as an encouragement to you, to think that God in His grace makes provision for you at this extremity. No matter how bad a situation becomes, there is always a divine remedy for it, and if you have ever felt like this you will know what I mean. God is prepared to accept just this, “the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin-offering”. Surely we all have this by us. If you are a believer at all you are bound to have some appreciation of Christ. That is all it is; there is no blood involved here. You might wonder how a sin-offering could be without blood, but here it is. No matter how poverty-stricken you may have become you can hang on to this; Jesus is your only plea and God will accept that. It is not the smallness of the offering that counts; it is the worth of Jesus that counts. That is what God will look upon and He will accept it. 

So it says, “the priest shall take his handful of it”. Is that not beautiful?—“his handful”. Even in such a humbling situation as this, whatever it may be that has happened, out of it the priest has his handful. I need not speak any more of that because it has already been spoken of, the priest’s handful; the memorial thereof is burnt on the altar, “with Jehovah’s offerings by fire—it is a sin-offering”. Then the rest “shall be the priest’s, as the oblation”. Jesus was just as perfect in taking away sin as He was in His lowly pathway here. 

I thought of David in Psalm 51 as being an example of this. In one way we might say he brings a fine offering, but in another sense David was very low here. What happens in this psalm is that out of the sorrowful things that had taken place there is something secured for God. The whole psalm, of course, is very precious to read and reflects experience, but he finishes with this great matter of “sacrifices of righteousness, burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering; then shall they offer up bullocks upon thine altar”. The sinner has become a priest! In this psalm David emerges from the depths of his sin as a priest. God is being served. Something has come out of this for God’s own pleasure. Dear brethren, there is no virtue in falling into sin, but if we do sin, we have a Patron with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 2: 1). Our Patron and our Priest has been our sin-offering too. If we do come this way; may there be something resulting from it for the pleasure of God. 

Words in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
15 February 1983 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 5:11-13 (JND) [11] But if his hand cannot attain to two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin-offering: he shall put no oil on it, neither shall he put frankincense thereon; for it is a sin-offering. [12] And he shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it, the memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, with Jehovah's offerings by fire: it is a sin-offering. [13] And the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin which he hath sinned in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him; and it shall be the priest's, as the oblation.

Psalms 51:1-19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. [4] Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done what is evil in thy sight; that thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, be clear when thou judgest. [5] Behold, in iniquity was I brought forth, and in sin did my mother conceive me. [6] Behold, thou wilt have truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden [part] thou wilt make me to know wisdom. [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. [8] Make me to hear gladness and joy; [that] the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. [9] Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. [10] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. [11] Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not the spirit of thy holiness from me. [12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and let a willing spirit sustain me. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;



PEACE

A. C. Craig 

The world recedes, its glory fades away, 

The night is past, we hail the coming day; 

We wait for Jesus, bright and morning Star, 

Whose heavenly beams enlighten from afar. 

Blest Sun of righteousness! He comes to bless, 

With healing in His wings, establish peace; 

To break the yoke and lead all into rest, 

And feed His flock by waters still and blest. 

And wider yet to men both far and near, 

Remove all death, its bondage and its fear, 

Shine in new covenant glory, giving life; 

The nations all at peace, no war nor strife. 

The blessing will extend yet wider still, 

Creation, all long subject to man’s will, 

Set free from bondage and its heavy load, 

Will know the freedom of the sons of God. 

And then the end, and God’s eternal day, 

With heavens anew and earth in concert stay; 

His tabernacle too with men will dwell, 

And God Himself shall every bosom fill. 

Airdrie 

 


MUSINGS

UNDER HIS EYE In the early months of last year there was just one snowdrop in my garden. 

This year there were two, and their delicately hanging white flowers were a welcome promise of spring. Now I know some gardens have many more. I saw one which was like a carpet of snowdrops and aconites. But I think my two snowdrops gave me almost as much pleasure as the owner of that garden had. 

This simple illustration in nature gave one an impression of the delight the Lord has in His lonely ones, standing each in his or her own beauty where He has set them for His pleasure. 

Are you in circumstances of loneliness? The Lord’s eye is upon you in love and approval as you seek to be 

there for Him. If no other eye appreciates the beauty of His own work, He values it fully. As it stands in its own unearthly purity it is ever cherished in His view. Indeed, whatever our setting—and many have the joy of company and fellowship—He who owns the garden and delights in all its beauty, still holds each one as precious and distinctive. May we hold ourselves day by day for His pleasure and grow up to Him in all things (Ephesians 4: 15). 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 4:15 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ:



EXTRACT

I pray God to grant for myself and for us all that we may be more prepared in spirit to come under the sense of the ruin, and to take our share in it. May God keep us from attempting to construct anything, from setting up any kind of imitation of the church, but may we recognise that the church is still here, both vitally and responsibly; and though the house is in ruin, it ought to be a very great encouragement for us that all that is essential abides. There is a true bond of fellowship in which saints can be together here, and true privilege which belongs to them, and which none can deny them, which is made good to them vitally by the Spirit of God. And if we enter into our privilege, I believe that though the company may be very restricted, there will be a real expression of God in that little company, and thus a testimony for Him. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 9, p.11) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ
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