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NEWNESS AND LIFE OUT OF DEATH

J. Harthill 

Genesis 1: 9–13; John 12: 20–24; Romans 6: 4 

The exercise I have, beloved brethren, is the thought of newness, and the great value of life out of death. It was a very touching matter brought before us on Lord’s day morning as to the life of Jesus. There is no life like the life of Jesus; it was a life of a new order of man altogether. As to His incoming, only He could be so spoken of as to the way He came in; and then He fulfilled the will of God. That perfect life under the eye of God was entirely new; it was a new order of man entirely. The question was raised, “What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?”, Matthew 8: 27. There was never another man like that, the Creator, the elements obeying Him as He spoke, a Man of another order delightful here under the eye of God. 

So it has come to me in this regard to speak over how we come into this great matter of life out of death, and how the foundation of this great principle of newness is laid in our souls. I believe that is the epistle to the Romans; the foundation for newness, life out of death, and its great value to God, is known, I believe, in that epistle. In the very first chapter of the Scriptures we have illustrated this newness of life. In the creation we have the first day, then the second day, then the third day. It tells us that the earth had been submerged, it was sunk, so to speak, in the waters of death. On the third day the dry land appeared and God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas, and God saw that it was good. The eye of God was upon that, upon His creation. 

Then, “And God said, Let the earth cause grass to spring up”, and so on, the third day. We, each one of us, know how the blessed Lord Jesus, the blessed Saviour, was in death three days and three nights. So I think it is clear that the illustration here is of resurrection, beloved brethren, that everything for God, every result for God, is in resurrection, is in life out of death. We have here that the earth caused grass to spring up; think of the freshness and newness on the third day. Clearly the earth had the element of life in it, so it is productive and the grass springs up; the herb producing seed comes into view, and then the fruit trees yielding fruit according to their kind, they come forth, and then it says, “And God saw that it was good”. 

This shows us how life out of death is satisfying to the heart of God. There was no animal, no man, here at this point, but God would look upon the earth come up out of the waters of death, and on the third day there was this springing up of life and beauty and freshness. Well, our hearts thrill as we think about these things, these wonderful things, newness, freshness, life out of death. It is clear that we would at once feel. How do we come into these things? How can life out of death mark us? How can there be delight for God with me? each one of us would ask. 

Well, I thought of reading the scripture in John’s gospel to give us life out of death with our Saviour Himself. The Greeks came up and they desired to see Jesus, and then there are these two disciples; one speaks to the other, and then they tell Jesus, and He said, “The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit”. It is just what we have in the first chapter of the Scriptures. That “much fruit” is for God; that is what we saw at the beginning; it is for the satisfaction of the heart of God. You and I are part of the much fruit. We sing sometimes on Lord’s day morning— 

‘Out of Thy death has sprung 

A wondrous living throng— 

All, all to Thee belong, 

And in Thee live’. (Hymn 152) 

There it is; and the assembly is out of Christ, out of His death; there is the much fruit. It is wondrous to think of these things, and of the much fruit for the heart of God. 

Romans 6 shows us clearly how we come in as persons who have been converted and have given their hearts to Christ, who have received the Spirit of God. Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Are we going to go on as we have done before? No! “Far be the thought”. 

Paul says, ‘Far be the thought that this should be so’, and then he says, “As many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death. We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death”; that is where death comes in with us. Then he goes on to say something that is not said anywhere else, I think, in the Scriptures, “In order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life”. That was illustrated in Genesis 1. The saints, believers here, all the saints, aged people and young, are to walk in newness of life, as those who have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, baptised unto His death. 

And then this wonderful thing, “even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”—think of that life, that life which was taken from the earth; that is what the scripture says, “and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth”, Acts 8: 33. Think of that life, that precious life—never a life like that, the life of Jesus. But then He is raised dap from among the dead by the glory of the Father, the Father’s affections, as often referred to, entering into it; and then the apostle says, even as He has been raised up from among the dead, “so we also should walk in newness of life”. 

Just think of our every-day lives being taken account of in that way. There is to be a definite change with us; perhaps no change in our circumstances; a brother would still be a husband, and a sister a mother, and then children and young people would be members of the family; we may be masters or servants; there it is, just as we were before, but there is to be newness of life, a change; we are now different. Think of what that is for God, just at the beginning of our Christian experience as saved persons, that we should be marked by newness of life. Our daily walk and ways are different, and the heart of God would delight in that. “If any one love God, he is known of him”, 1 Corinthians 8: 3. Think of going down the street and having a sense that you are known of God, a lover of God. But, oh, just the thought of being different, how essential it is; we are changed; there is newness of life; that is an outward thing. 

Then in the next chapter it speaks about “newness of spirit” (Romans 7: 6); that is clearly an inward thing. Newness of life, that would be the whole course of the every-day walk, but then there is to be newness of spirit with us, and that is inward and relates to service; we are not to 

serve in the oldness of the letter, but we are to serve in newness of spirit. It occurred to me, beloved brethren, that as there is a change with us, as there is newness of life with us in our walk day by day, when we come to the Supper, leading on to the service of God, we shall find our part in the service of God marked by newness of spirit. We shall not go on with the oldness of the letter. That is what is all around us—some of us have had our part in these things, but the light of God has come to us with regard to the systems of men; it did to me. 

There is so much of the oldness of the letter, but think of this newness of spirit, every brother and sister singing with the spirit, singing with the understanding. There it is, taking part in the singing there is newness of spirit; there is the understanding of what you are singing, what you are saying. How precious it is to have part in newness of spirit! 

Going on to Romans 12, it speaks in verse 2 of not being conformed to this world. It is a serious word; you feel what a challenge it is, “be not conformed to this world”. How much this world holds out! We can see the emptiness of it, yet there is the glitter and the glamour; how much it holds out, as we all know. But it says, “And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. The mind is fed by the books we read, the literature we read, so it says, “but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. I believe it means, as we look back on our own experience—I am sure that everyone here would be the same—that when you began to be interested in the Scriptures and in the ministry you found you gradually acquired a new taste; you had a renewed mind that was capable by the Spirit of taking in divine things. How wonderful it is! The more we are on that line, beloved brethren, the greater the delight and pleasure divine Persons will have in us. 

I just say these things for I believe truly that the foundation is laid in our souls as we come into the gain of the epistle to the Romans and are formed by it in the power of the Spirit. If that is so, the element of what is new has been laid in our souls, and that is going to culminate in the city, a city that is going to come down out of heaven from God, the holy city, new Jerusalem. Think of it; these elements that are laid in our souls are all going to lead into the city. The epistle to the Colossians tells us about the new man, so does the epistle to the Ephesians. 

The new man is the work of God in all the saints, one whole. In Colossians it is marked by freshness, newness; it says, “and having put on the new (man), renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him”, Colossians 3: 10. That is the new man, the features of Christ found in the saints, the continuation of that life. Then Paul goes further and speaks of being renewed in the spirit of our mind and of our having put on the new man “which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness”, Ephesians 4: 24. 

Well, we desire to know more about these wonderful things, truthful righteousness and holiness, and the spirit of our mind. I cannot say much about that, but I do believe that if we were renewed in the spirit of our mind we would be very sensitive and if anything wrong was said, at once we would realise, ‘That is not right’; and if we leave certain wrong positions, instinctively we know what is right, and know what is wrong. It is wonderful, the new man, features of Christ continued in the saints down here, and it is all leading on to the new heaven and the new earth. 

Oh, how God delights in what is new! We can see it, the Scripture is full of it. In the Revelation the voice from off the throne says, “Behold, I make all things new” (Revelation 21: 5). That is the voice of power from off the throne; finally everything will be new. Peter says that is what we look for, “We wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness”, 2 Peter 3: 13. Well, beloved brethren, how important it is that we should value what is new. The Scriptures are full of it and instruct us in it—how we should value life out of death; how we should be marked by newness of life, newness of spirit. It is wonderful to think of that; God would have us answer more and more to these wondrous things, to find our part in what is new. It will be entirely new and fresh as the city comes down as a bride adorned for her husband, fresh after a thousand years and marked by glory, and the scene will be entirely fresh, entirely new, 

‘Perpetual freshness marks th’eternal day’. May our hearts be affected by it, beloved brethren, and may we, as helped of the blessed God, remain in it for His glory, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
6 December 1983 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:9-13 (JND) [9] And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together to one place, and let the dry [land] appear. And it was so. [10] And God called the dry [land] Earth, and the gathering together of the waters he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. [11] And God said, Let the earth cause grass to spring up, herb producing seed, fruit-trees yielding fruit after their kind, the seed of which is in them, on the earth. And it was so. [12] And the earth brought forth grass, herb producing seed after its kind, and trees yielding fruit, the seed of which is in them, after their kind. And God saw that it was good. [13] And there was evening, and there was morning a third day.

John 12:20-24 (JND) [20] And there were certain Greeks among those who came up that they might worship in the feast; [21] these therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and they asked him saying, Sir, we desire to see Jesus. [22] Philip comes and tells Andrew, [and again] Andrew comes and Philip, and they tell Jesus. [23] But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Matthew 8:27 (JND) [27] But the men were astonished, saying, What sort [of man] is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Acts 8:33 (JND) [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

1 Corinthians 8:3 (JND) [3] But if any one love God, *he* is known of him):

Romans 7:6 (JND) [6] but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Colossians 3:10 (JND) [10] and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to [the] image of him that has created him;

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Revelation 21:5 (JND) [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful.

2 Peter 3:13 (JND) [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.



“JEHOVAH SHALL BE THINE EVERLASTING LIGHT”

W. M. Patterson 

Isaiah 60: 18 (from “but thou”)—20 (to “light”) 

The psalm we looked at last Wednesday evening brought in the thought of Jehovah being the fountain of life—“For with thee is the fountain of life—in thy light shall we see light” (Psalm 36: 9). The passage referred to in the preceding word (Genesis 1) also brings out these two principles. You get the general principle of light introduced in the first day, and then the thought of life being brought in on the third day, and then light introduced again on the fourth day as a principle of rule—the great light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. So what is in mind in light is that there should be this great principle of rule. 

This chapter that we have read is a very distinctive one, and in the first verse there is this question of “thy light”, “Arise, shine! for thy light is come”—so that there would be divine light that is particular to the time in which we are, divine light particular to the time of the Spirit, the time when God is securing for Himself a people. He is securing for Himself the assembly, a vessel that is to be used in the divine praise. But I wondered for myself about this question of divine light and how it bears on us, how it bears on what is collective, and how it bears on us individually; and as to whether this principle of rule really enters into our understanding of divine light. 

You think of what is contained in Scripture; think of divine truths contained there; divine principles set out; the truth of God there in Scripture. There are many persons who have come in on the line of faith, but who really do not have the light of the assembly, the light of what God is doing at the present time in His operations in relation to the earth, and we would have to ask—Why is that so? Why should that be, when you think of all that we have been brought into, the truth indwelling us, and this the result of the operations of the Spirit? You could read the Scriptures and it not be effective in your soul, because what is needed is the divine service and operation of the Spirit, illuminating the page of Scripture and bringing the light to bear on our souls in view of there being some effect and some transformation, some formation in our souls according to that light. 

Our brother has spoken of the principle of life, and you feel how light is essential to that—light and its operation bringing about life. I wondered about these two things that are spoken of here; there is a question of Jehovah being my light, my everlasting light, “and thy God thy glory”. Now, am I in the place where that is the ruling principle. Is that the kind of principle that governs the position we find ourselves in? Is that not the kind of principle that is to operate among the people of God? Well, surely it is—but then there are certain features, certain characteristics that come out, and I wondered if this would be for our encouragement (and for our comfort too) to see that there are these great positive features. “Thy walls Salvation”—think of the local assembly, think of the local company and what would mark it this principle of the wall. 

That means that there is here in a company of persons who are governed by the light the principle of the truth being maintained, and maintained at all cost too, so that there are persons who are set for the defence of the testimony. On Lord’s day morning a brother referred in thanksgiving to our brethren in South Africa, and we have to think of that, that there are persons who are maintaining divine principles in that country, and they are on this line of being set for the defence of the truth. So think of that; there is a wall; there is a protective position where persons are set for the maintenance of it, and these persons are together. That is the principle in Nehemiah, is it not, that they shared it together, that persons worked alongside one another in relation to the truth. That is so, at the present time, that we are together in a universal sense. The enemy would seek to come in on the line of what is divisive, but think of persons being set together for the defence of the testimony. 

Then these walls bring about an area where salvation is known; so that would remind us of the ministry of Mr. Taylor, truth that had to be contended for—that there is salvation in the assembly. You might say, Salvation from what? Well, certainly from the apostate teaching that proceeds in Christendom. You think of persons who take a place in Christendom, how they are departing from the truth, and how they use the newspapers and other media to publish things that are on this line of corrupting the truth; and yet in the assembly there is salvation from that—an area where the truth is stated, the truth loved and cherished, divine light loved and cherished. And then salvation from the world, salvation from the principles of the world. You find that among the saints, these great positive features, and how encouraging it is to be able to trace them, and to identify them. Then to be able to say that love is a mark of the company where divine light is the leading principle and “thy gates Praise”. 

The gates, of course, speak of administration, and you think of what the assembly is as a vessel that has an administration. As I understand it administration is largely linked with the provision of food—the great line of supply. So that in our comings together you can see that the principle of the gate is there, things done in order. Think of the orderliness that relates to the assembly, things done in a comely way, the truth brought out, food for the saints, food for souls, instruction for those who are young. Think of these things proceeding in relation to the gates—“and thy gates Praise”. 

The result of that, beloved, is that there is response to divine Persons. ‘There is a distinctive feature that marks a company where divine light is known and cherished—there is something that is for the divine heart. You may have spoken yourself to persons in system, who are in the enjoyment of salvation and who read the Scripture’s and seek divine help in relation to them—but who have no feelings in relation to this principle of praise, this principle of what is for the divine affections. So the truth of the service of God has come down to us, has been developed in our time. So, as I say, there is light, “Thy light has come”—light that is particular to the present time; and that light relates to this matter of the assembly and to what is for the divine affections, and then, too, to all that has been developed amongst us as to the service of God and its order and its privilege. 

May we be encouraged, beloved, to take account of these things in what is only a small company. Think of the quality that is here, and think of the effect of divine light, and then the atmosphere where there is salvation, and where there is praise. May we be encouraged in it, and affected more by it too, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
6 December 1983 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 60:18 (JND) [18] Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

Psalms 36:9 (JND) [9] For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …



“IN HIS PLACE”

P. van den Berg 

Judges 7: 19–21; 2 Chronicles 34: 29–31; 35: 10–15 

I want to say a word, beloved brethren, in view of the end of the dispensation in which we are. 

The dispensation is not going to end in defeat, it is going to finish in triumph. You will notice in the scriptures that we have read that persons stood in their place, and that is an important matter, that each one of us stands in his place, whether it be in relation to the testimony of our Lord, in relation to the assembly, or in relation to the service of God. It is therefore important that we do not work out things according to our own thoughts, what we may think to be best. The place which God has given to each one of us is the place which each of us is to fill out in relation to the Lord’s testimony. 

We are in difficult times. We have to do with a situation of which Paul said; “all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me”, 2 Timothy 1: 15. They were not in their place in that sense. You do not want to lose, or to leave, your place because of the difficulties. It says, “If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place”. Ecclesiastes 10: 4. Stand in your place. The Lord says, “Hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, Revelation 3: 11. Beloved brethren, there is much that we are up against at times. We read of one of David’s mighty men who stood in a plot of lentils; he maintained his ground, and it says, “Jehovah wrought a great deliverance”—not just for himself but for all the people of God. 

What is being maintained in the present time is held in relation to the whole church. We are to have no sectarian thoughts as to the position we have taken in relation to Christ, in relation to the truth, we have all the saints in view. We have them before us in the emblems at the Lord’s supper, we are not limited in our thoughts; we have all the saints before us, and we have Israel in mind, too, particularly in the cup. 

So it is a time of standing fast, holding the ground for all. We have the history of Gideon here, a beautiful presentation of what will be at the close of the dispensation. It may not close in large numbers (although we would like to see many more here today) but the three hundred stood their ground. There had been reduction. There were thirty-two thousand to begin with and the number was reduced to ten thousand and even they were too many because man was not going to have the glory; the glory was to be for God alone. Man could present nothing but weakness. The three hundred with Gideon would be conscious of their own weakness, they would be conscious of what was represented in these pitchers, these earthen vessels. Paul says, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us”, 2 Corinthians 4: 7. And so there was victory. “When I am weak, then I am powerful”, 2 Corinthians 12: 10. There is victory in that. The power is in the resurrection of Christ, not in us. Christ was raised from among the dead. Think of how He came triumphantly and stood in the midst of His own. We shall come to that later, that the Lord stood in His place, His own distinctive place, like Joseph’s sheaf, which rose up and stood, and it will stand, dear brethren, it will not be displaced. God has raised Christ from among the dead; He set Him in the highest place in glory and everything flows from that exalted position. 

We are here in a time in which the Lord is rejected. We are in a position of reproach; the King is rejected. Features of royalty are seen in Gideon. In dealing with his enemies later he speaks about those that had been slain, and they say to him, “As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king”, Judges 8: 18. Beloved brethren, those who stand in their place in the testimony today have royal features. They endure suffering, they are true to their Lord and they are victorious. Gideon says, “They were my brethren, the sons of my mother” (Judges 8: 19)—“my brethren”! The Lord is Firstborn among many brethren. He stands triumphant in resurrection. A man in the camp of the Midianites dreamed that a cake of barley-bread came tumbling down, overthrowing the tent. The barley-bread would point to the resurrection of Christ. Think of the power that wrought in the Christ when He was raised from among the dead as seen in operation in the testimony today. Paul could say, “to know him, and the power of his resurrection”, Philippians 3: 10—what triumph there is in that, beloved brethren. 

The cake of barley-bread came tumbling down, overthrowing the camp of the Midianites and the Amalekites. God is going to finish things in triumph and it is for each one of us to stand in our place. 

So the three companies blew their trumpets and broke the pitchers in pieces. We know that this mortal condition is going to be broken up, but God has an unbreakable order of things that He has brought us into. We have been reminded of that today—“not a bone of him shall be broken”, John 19: 36. God will see that through. Our earthen vessels will be broken up, or, if the Lord comes, if He comes now, our bodies are going to be changed “into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself”, Philippians 3: 21. What a change that is going to be when this corruptible will put on incorruptibility and this mortal immortality. Everything for God has been established in resurrection, beyond the enemy’s power. What a triumph there is in that! 

I thought of reading about Josiah’s passover. It was the last revival, and we are in the last revival in church history. There will be no revival after this before the Lord comes. What we see is the King standing in His place. How important that is! When the Lord came in according to Luke it says that He stood in their midst, but in John’s gospel it is in the midst. I think that is wider still, involving everything that will have its centre in Christ, because He rightly has the place of being the centre of everything for God. Christ is the One in whom all God’s thoughts have been secured. Now can we say in our localities that the King is in His place? Oh that Christ might have His rightful place amongst us! 

We see in David’s history how Absalom rose up against him; David had to flee, and faithfulness came to light in persons like Ittai. David says, Will you not go back? But he said, “Surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”, 2 Samuel 15: 21. What a committal! Let us be fully committed to God’s King. The ark was carried outside Jerusalem, but David said to Zadok, “Carry back the ark of God into the city. If I shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, he will bring me again …”, 2 Samuel 15: 25. Divine thoughts centre in Christ. You cannot take the ark away from where God has appointed it to be. Whatever there may be in the way of breakdown, the thoughts of God will stand and He will see to it that the King will be brought back. We can truly thank God for the revival in which we are. God has used it to bring the King back to His place. 

There was Hushai, a wise man, who was David’s friend. He was loyal to David and David sent him back into the city to defeat the counsel of Ahithophel. He was to keep in close touch with Zadok and Abiathar the priests until the crisis was over and David could say, “Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house?”, 2 Samuel 19: 11. O, beloved brethren, may the King have His rightful place amongst us! 

So it says here, “And the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem”. You want the saints in every locality to be in it—overseers, shepherds, teachers, with all the people. So it says, “And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before Jehovah, to walk after Jehovah, and to keep his commandments”—the king in his place; it would also bear on our administration, the way we work things out in the assembly, the way we do things. We need wisdom. It is the glory of kings to search out a thing (Proverbs 25: 2). There are certain things that need searching out in matters of assembly administration and the king would represent that side of things. It would link on with what we had as to Gideon, there were those kingly features. In the movements of the testimony in the wilderness Judah was the first camp to move. Every movement of the cloud would initially be discerned by the priests and they would blow the trumpets and Judah was the first to move. The priests represent the spiritual element which is so much needed amongst the saints, but Judah is the royal element that will move when God moves. “The sceptre will not depart from Judah, Nor the lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come. And to him will be the obedience of the peoples”, Genesis 49: 10. 

Following the king being in his place we read in chapter 35: 10, ‘And the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place’. How important it is that the priest stands in his place, that every one of us stands in his place. Every believer is a priest, but we need priestly formation. We need the teaching of Romans in view of arriving at a priestly state in our own experience, to get clear of the wretched man in ourselves and the bondage of the body of death into the liberty of chapter 8—“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death” (Romans 8: 2). You are then in liberty, you stand as a priest in your place in view of the service of God. When the King is in His place and the priest is in his place you have a basis for working out the truth of the assembly. There is nothing greater here in the present time than the assembly and the service of God. It was in God’s purpose that there should be a response to His own heart according to the revelation of Himself. It says, “his servants shall serve him, and they shall see his face; and his name is on their foreheads”, Revelation 22: 3, 4. They have indelibly impressed upon them the name of God, the name in which God made Himself known. The word for ‘serve’ there is priestly service. 

Let us be encouraged, beloved brethren, to take our place in the area of the testimony, to be committed like Ittai, in death or in life, or like Ruth, “thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”—to be prepared to go the whole way. It is the continuation of the royal line, it leads on to David as is seen in the genealogy in the end of the book of Ruth. 

So we have the king standing in his place and the priests standing in their place and the Levites in their divisions, according to the king’s commandment. It is all under Christ. Paul gave the Corinthians the Lord’s commandment. He says, “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lord’s commandment”, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. In the assembly you cannot have your own way, you cannot have your own thoughts. If anything is introduced, is Christ the beginning of it? Is He having the supreme place? As He comes in He stands in the midst and you are in relation to Him. 

Now we come to the singers. “And the singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place, according to the commandment of David”. They were in their place; they did not carry on in their own way; it was not an independent believers’ meeting, it was according to the commandment of David. With the King and the priests in their place you can have the singing. The Lord has His unique place in the midst of the assembly, singing the praises of God. We anticipate that, beloved brethren, if the Lord leaves us here for tomorrow morning, if He has not come already. He may come at any time, and we shall see His face, to be with Him and like Him for ever. We also look for His appearing, the moment when the King will publicly take His rightful place. Christ is going to take the government of the world to come. 

He will solve the problems that no government in this world could ever solve. Things are getting more complex in the world every day; it is all waiting for God’s King. He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He will solve every problem here in Barbados and everywhere else; there will be a perfect administration in which there will not be one matter unresolved. What a wonderful day that is going to be! Solemn things will happen before that takes place. When the church is gone the enemy will take control through the beast and the whole earth will wonder after it and think its problems will be solved. 

We have had to judge things that have happened amongst us that contained the germ of what will soon happen in this world, when one man will take supreme control to its own destruction, taking a place that is rival to Christ. The Lord is going to deal with all that in His own way and time. God has anointed His King upon Zion, the hill of His holiness (Psalm 2), and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. God is going to display Christ to a wondering universe and the assembly, too, now here in mystery, will be displayed in that day when He is going “to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed”, 2 Thessalonians 1: 10. How much all this means for us in the present time! The watchman says, “The morning cometh, and also the night”, Isaiah 21: 12. Here we stand, watching in the night, in our place. The King is in His place, the priests are in their places, and there is the singing, there is the service of praise. 

The prison in Philippi could not contain it, it was brought into confusion. But the singers stood in their place and what God secured in the jailor and his house was something that was going to stand too. He rejoiced householdly. Let us be concerned about households standing in relation to the testimony. In Nehemiah the priests repaired the wall over against their houses (Nehemiah 3: 28). We have to own how much we have failed and we can only marvel at the grace and the mercy of God that children have been preserved for the testimony, and will be preserved according to their own committal; and I would say, Let us have faith and be concerned about the younger generation also on this island. If there is any time left to us in the testimony let there be young life available; the Lord has need of it. When the King came into Jerusalem He claimed the ass and the colt, the old and the young together, he said, “If any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them”, Matthew 21: 3. 

So the King is to be in His place and the priests and the singers. The Lord died to secure the praises. What a thing it is to be in the service of praise, and the assembly is the vessel where the praises will be for evermore. May we all be in our places in relation to Him, beloved brethren, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Barbados
28 January 1984 

 


Scripture references

Judges 7:19-21 (JND) [19] And Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came to the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch; and they blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. [20] And the three companies blew the trumpets, and broke in pieces the pitchers, and held the torches in their left hand, and the trumpets in their right hand for blowing, and cried, The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon! [21] And they stood every man in his place round about the camp; and all the host ran, and cried out, and fled.

2 Chronicles 34:29-31 (JND) [29] And the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. [30] And the king went up into the house of Jehovah, and all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests and the Levites, and all the people, great and small; and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which had been found in the house of Jehovah. [31] And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before Jehovah, to walk after Jehovah, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all his heart and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that are written in this book.

2 Chronicles 35:10-15 (JND) [10] And the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and the Levites in their divisions, according to the king's commandment. [11] And they slaughtered the passover, and the priests sprinkled [the blood] from their hand, and the Levites flayed them. [12] And they set apart the burnt-offerings to give them to the classes of the fathers' houses of the children of the people, to present them to Jehovah, as it is written in the book of Moses. And so [did they] with the oxen. [13] And they roasted the passover with fire according to the ordinance; and the consecrated things they boiled in pots and in cauldrons and in pans, and divided them speedily among all the children of the people. [14] And afterwards they made ready for themselves and for the priests; because the priests, the sons of Aaron, [were engaged] in offering up the burnt-offerings and the fat until night; therefore the Levites prepared for themselves, and for the priests, the sons of Aaron. [15] And the singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place, according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the doorkeepers were at every gate; they had not to depart from their service, for their brethren the Levites prepared for them.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Ecclesiastes 10:4 (JND) [4] If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for quietness pacifieth great offences.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

2 Corinthians 12:10 (JND) [10] Wherefore I take pleasure in weaknesses, in insults, in necessities, in persecutions, in straits, for Christ: for when I am weak, then I am powerful.

Judges 8:18 (JND) [18] Then said he to Zebah and Zalmunna, What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king.

Judges 8:19 (JND) [19] And he said, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother. [As] Jehovah liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you.

Philippians 3:10 (JND) [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death,

John 19:36 (JND) [36] For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, Not a bone of him shall be broken.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

2 Samuel 15:21 (JND) [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be.

2 Samuel 15:25 (JND) [25] And the king said to Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city. If I shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, he will bring me again, and shew me it, and its habitation.

2 Samuel 19:11 (JND) [11] And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak to the elders of Judah saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house? seeing the speech of all Israel is come to the king, to his house.

Proverbs 25:2 (JND) [2] It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing.

Genesis 49:10 (JND) [10] The scepter will not depart from Judah, Nor the lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh come, And to him will be the obedience of peoples.

Romans 8:2 (JND) [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Revelation 22:3-4 (JND) [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, [4] and they shall see his face; and his name [is] on their foreheads.

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

Isaiah 21:12 (JND) [12] The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come.

Nehemiah 3:28 (JND) [28] From above the horse-gate repaired the priests, every one over against his house.

Matthew 21:3 (JND) [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them.



THE PRAISE OF MEN

J. N. Darby 

(From a letter to a friend) 

It gives me much pleasure to see your translation of —. I reserve the pleasure of reading it, or rather of having it read to me, for moments in which the Lord says to us, as He did to the apostles, “Come ye yourselves apart ... and rest a little”. But I cannot refrain from telling you, my dear friend, that the pleasure that the appearance of your work gave me has been somewhat abated by the too favourable opinion which you have expressed in your preface respecting me. 

Before I read a word in your translation, I made a present of a copy to a very dear and sincere friend of mine, who brought me word that you had spoken in praise of my piety in your preface. The passage produced the same effect on my friend that it did on me, when I afterward saw it. I, hope, therefore, that you will not take in ill-part what I am about to say to you on the subject, and which is the fruit of a tolerably long experience. 

Pride is the greatest of all evils that beset us, and of all our enemies, it is that which dies the slowest and hardest—even the children of the world are able to discern this. Madame de Staël said, on her death-bed, ‘Do you know what is the last to die in man? It is self-love’. God hates pride above all things, because it gives to man that place that belongs to Him who is above, exalted over all. 

Pride intercepts communion with God, and draws down His chastisement, for God resists the proud. He will destroy the name of the proud, and we are told that there is a day appointed when “the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low”. 

I am sure, then, that you will feel, my dear friend, that one cannot do another a greater injury than by praising him and feeding his pride. “A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his steps”, and “a flattering mouth worketh ruin”. Be assured, moreover, that we are too short-sighted to be able to judge of the degree of our brother’s piety; we are not able to judge it aright without the balance of the sanctuary, and that is in the hand of Him who searches the heart. 

Judge nothing therefore before the time, until the Lord come, and make manifest the counsels of the heart, and render to every man his praise. Till then let us not judge of our brethren, whether for good or for evil, but with becoming moderation, and remember that the surest and best judgment is what we form of ourselves when we esteem others better than ourselves. 

If I were to ask you how you know that I am one of the most advanced in the Christian career, and an eminent servant of God, you would, no doubt, be at a loss to reply. You would perhaps cite my published works—but do you know, my dear friend and brother—you who can preach an edifying sermon as well as I can—that the eyes see further than the feet go? and that unhappily we are not always, nor in all things, what our sermons are; that “we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us”? 

I will not tell you the opinion I have of myself, for in doing so I shall probably all the while be seeking my own glory; and while seeking my own glory, appear humble, which I am not. I had rather tell you what our Master thinks of me—He that searcheth the heart, and speaks the truth, who is, “The Amen, the faithful and true witness”, and has often spoken in my inmost soul and I thank Him for it, but believe me, He has never told me I am an ‘eminent Christian and advanced in the ways of godliness’. On the contrary, He tells me very plainly that if I knew my own place, I should find it that of the chief of sinners, and least of all saints. 

His judgment surely, my dear friend, I should take rather than yours. 

The most eminent Christian is one of those of whom no one has ever heard speak, some poor labourer or servant, whose all is Christ, and who does all for His eye, and His alone. The first shall be last. Let us be persuaded, my dear friend, to praise the Lord alone. He only is worthy of being praised, revered, and adored. His goodness is never sufficiently celebrated. The song of the blessed—Revelation 5—praises none but Him who redeemed them with His blood. It contains not one word of praise for any of their own number—not a word that classes them into eminent, or not eminent—all distinctions are lost in the common title, the redeemed, which is the happiness and glory of the whole body. 

Let us strive to bring our hearts into unison with that song in which we all hope that our feeble voices will one day mingle. This will be our happiness even here below, and contribute to God’s glory, which is wronged by the praise that Christians too often bestow on each other. We cannot have two mouths—one for God’s praise, and one for man’s. 

May we, then, do now what the seraphim do above, who with two wings cover their faces, as a token of their confusion before the holy presence of the Lord; with two cover their feet, as if to hide their steps from themselves; and with the remaining two fly to execute their Lord’s will, while they cry, “Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory”. 

Excuse these few lines of Christian exhortation, which I am sure will, sooner or later, become useful to you, by becoming part of your own experience. Remember me in your prayers, as I pray that the blessing of the Lord may rest upon you and your labours. 

If ever you print another edition—as I hope you will—strike out, if you please, the two passages to which I have drawn your attention; and call me simply, ‘A brother, and minister in the Lord’. This is honour enough and needs no addition. 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …



EXTRACT

Now, dear brethren, this is a word for every one present. What am I doing that God may look favourably on? Am I putting away childish things? As soon as God sees me do that, He looks favourably on me; I am expressing manhood. The apostle says, “When I became a man, I put away childish things”. That is Abel, and God looked on him. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 18, p.445) 
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