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DIVINE JEALOUSY

J. Mitchell 

Zechariah 1: 12–21; 2 Corinthians 11: 1–4 

I am looking for help, dear brethren, to say a little about the jealousy of God. In the language of men, the word jealousy suggests what is not at all attractive. But divine jealousy arises through the depth of divine affections. In these passages, that in Zechariah typically, and that in 2 Corinthians literally, it is divine affection for the assembly. I would like to leave the impression with you that God has intense affection for the assembly, and while we are in days of breakdown, as contemplated by Zechariah, that does not alter one whit the wonder of divine affection for the assembly. That should give us some encouragement as we seek to work things out in a difficult and dark day, in a day of small things, when there is not much to commend outwardly. Nevertheless it would be very encouraging to have in our souls as a solid foundation, that God loves the assembly. Additionally, Christ loves the assembly. 

Scripture tells us that, “the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Ephesians 5: 25. Therefore, as we seek in some small measure to go on in the maintenance of the truth of the assembly, we can count on divine affection, and divine power arising out of that affection, to help us forward in what we may have to do. 

The prophecy of Zechariah was at a time when there had been a measure of recovery. Some of the people who had been carried away to Babylon had been recovered in divine ways under the Gentile monarch, and they had commenced to build at Jerusalem. What a thing that was! Jerusalem at that time would have been but a heap of ruins; yet there was affection for the house of God in their hearts and they commenced to build. Then matters came in to hinder them, and that often happens with us. Sometimes there is a great surge of activity in what belongs to God, and then matters come in which weaken the hands, and the energy fails. What a sorrowful thing that is! But here God comes in with His prophetic word through the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, in order to stir up the affections of His people that they might with all their strength continue the building of the house of God. It is a wonderful thing that it is given to us to prepare a house where God may dwell. 

That is a provisional place at the present time; it is not the final place. He is going to dwell with men in the assembly in finality. John heard a loud voice saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men”, Revelation 21: 3. What a thing to look forward to when the tabernacle of God will be with men, and, “God himself shall be with them, their God”. That is a most beautiful expression. But then, there is the interim period when His house is here. 

Publicly it is in ruin. That is a very sobering thing! We are challenged as to whether we suffer sufficiently in our spirits in relation to the terrible breakdown that has come in upon the church publicly. The more we do that, the more it will energise us in this great matter of building, in order that there might be something here for the heart of God. I feel very much that the enemy would over engage us at the present time with the smallness of the circumstances in which we are, in view of hindering our hand in what is due to God. He would say, Well, some of the meetings are so small that it is hardly worth going on. We need to be careful as to that line of thinking. God brings forward through the prophet the greatness of divine thoughts and the smallness of the circumstances does not affect that. God is going on with His thoughts. It is a wonderful thing if we are caught up in this great activity, in which the Spirit of God would have us be at the present time, in providing that which can be for the pleasure of God, and in providing what can represent Him in a public way here, and indeed can be His dwelling-place testimonially. 

Where I began to read, it says, “the angel of Jehovah answered and said, Jehovah of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these seventy years?” There had been a time of indignation. You can translate that into the present dispensation, when, through the failure of men, God came in governmentally; to use the types, the people were carried away to Babylon, and Jerusalem was left as a heap of ruins. Do you think God had in mind that it should remain like that? He had in mind the reconstruction of His house, that in which He could dwell, and that which could represent Him. This angel of Jehovah is typical of our Lord Jesus Christ. Think of the intercessory service of Christ, interceding with the Father in relation to this period of revival in which we are having our part. I trust that the revival becomes more real in every one of our souls and in our hearts. We are having part in a most wonderful day, when the Spirit of God would energise the saints to take account of what God is doing, and to be with God in what He is doing, and to strengthen our hands in view of the continuation of the building of what is for the pleasure of God. Man has not originated the revival, it has come in through the intercessory service of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is something very delightful. In Genesis 24, it was Abraham who had the concern that the heavenly man, Isaac, should have a wife; not only that but he was concerned that he should have a wife of his own kindred and come from his own country. It is in the mind of God that there should be a pure vessel for the heart of Christ. 

So it says here, “And Jehovah answered the angel that talked with me good words, comforting words”. Think of the holy interchange between Christ and the Father in relation to the revival of the truth of the assembly in our day! The motive for it is in the heart of God Himself, so that there should be that which is for the heart of Christ even now, while He awaits the thing in its 

finality and totality in the day to come. He answered him good words and comforting words. 

There is a need for comfort at the present time. There is much to cast us down, things are small and very weak, and as you look around, you may sometimes despair. Let us think of these comforting words. I think that is what God would say to us at the present time; He would administer comfort amongst us so that we might be encouraged together, and go on together, continuing in the building. 

Then he says, “Thus saith Jehovah of hosts—I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy”. The title Jehovah of hosts is used extensively in the prophets relating to the recovery. That is very encouraging. We are in a day of very small things, but the One with whom we have to do is Jehovah of hosts; let us just remember that and be encouraged by that. 

He says, “I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy, and I am wroth exceedingly with the nations”. I thought to say a word about this great jealousy that God has for Jerusalem and for Zion. Think of the feelings of God giving expression to what the assembly means to Him. It is spoken of as “the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”, Acts 20: 28. That is what it really means to God. I wonder if the assembly has the place in our affections that it ought to have. It has a great place in the mind of God, this great vessel, the assembly which will be for the heart of Christ, and which will provide God with a dwelling-place. God is appealing to us that there might be that element of jealousy with us, jealousy for what belongs to God in the days when the enemy would seek to sweep it away. The enemy sought to undo the work of the hands of these men; and he would do that at the present time, he would employ all his forces against this building; but God would encourage us to go on in it. 

Then it says, “Therefore thus saith Jehovah—I am 

returned to Jerusalem with mercies”. God has returned to us with mercies. That is very beautiful, very touching, and very encouraging. And he goes on to say, “my house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of hosts”. I need hardly say, If God says something it will certainly come about; no one can hinder it. The enemy may employ all the forces at his disposal, but if God says, “my house shall be built in it”, it will be built, therefore, you can go on. Do not be afraid, do not let anyone weaken your hands, go on with the great truth of the assembly; no matter how dark the day may be, no matter how weak it may be publicly, go on with God’s greatest thoughts, and do not let them go. Persons would seek to pull you down a little. That was one of the things the enemy did, “Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono” (Nehemiah 6: 2); but the answer was, “I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down”. I appeal to the brethren. Do not be enticed down. The enemy is active at the present time to get us to lower things. The great matter is to go on with divine thoughts as to the assembly; that is what we need to cling to. The darker the day the more need there is to cling to the truth of the assembly. Do not give up one whit of it, hang on to it, and let us go on together in this building. 

Then he says, “Cry further ... My cities shall yet overflow with prosperity”. That is a very encouraging thing. He speaks here about Jerusalem and Zion which, I suppose, would be the universal aspect, but He says here, “My cities”, which would be our localities. Now some of our localities are very small, and very weak; a man from the world coming in and looking at matters, might say, Why do you trouble yourself? Let us go on, beloved, with the full truth of the assembly. We need to cling to the full truth of the assembly in the recognition that God says, “My cities shall yet overflow with prosperity, and Jehovah shall yet comfort Zion”. 

That is a wonderful thing, that God is prepared to comfort us as we seek to go on in some small measure; He will 

comfort Zion “and shall yet choose Jerusalem”. He has never given it up. In His government He may have allowed the enemy to come in and carry the people away, but He never lost sight of them. The people were in divine affections all the time that they were in Babylon. 

They are in divine affections in these days of recovery. 

So it says, “I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns”. These four horns represent the great Gentile monarchies of Daniel, I do not go into the detail of that, but it says of these horns, “These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem”. Later on he says, “Those are the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man lifted up his head”. If you go back in the history of the church to the days before the Reformation, under the oppression in which the people of God were at that time, no man lifted up his head. It was impossible, under the terrible oppression that the saints of God experienced, for anyone to lift his head. Yet some of the hymns that were written in that period show that there was what was of God. I am assured of this, that never at any time in the history of this dispensation, has there not been something down here to which the Lord could come on a Lord’s day morning. 

Let us be encouraged with that, and let us go on and ensure that there are conditions among ourselves to which He can come. Let us hold on to the glory of divine thoughts. 

Then it says, “Jehovah shewed me four craftsmen”. That is very fine! There are the horns of the scattering, and I have no hesitation in saying that the enemy has been very active over the last years to scatter the saints. He has not succeeded, he never will succeed—let us, nevertheless, be on our guard, that we may give him no occasion for what he would love to do. The great antidote to the scattering is in these four craftsmen. The craftsmen would suggest what is universal. I love to think of the four great ministries in the revival. There 

has been that craftsman element about them that has built up the saints in order that there might be true assembly formation in God’s people. That has been the intention in the great ministries of the revival, but there has been other accompanying ministry. I often think, as I look at the bookshelves, of the tremendous wealth that is there. The ministry has come in from God, through the operations of the Spirit, in order that we might be built up in our souls and be maintained in the great truth of the assembly. Let us use it, beloved; do not let anyone put you off it. Persons may say things that tend to disparage the great ministries of the revival, but let us not be diverted by what they say. Let us value what has come to us at great cost. These ministries came through suffering; they came at great cost, and they are valuable. 

Let us make the most that we can of them and read them in the power of the Spirit. Persons will say disparagingly, Reading will make you intelligent, but intelligence is not everything. 

Beloved brother, beloved sister, I would say without a shadow of doubt, You read, and ask the Spirit of God to help you and to make good to you what you read. These are very valuable ministries that have been given for the whole assembly. Let us cherish them, and the result will be an increase in formation of true assembly features among the saints in these closing days. 

In Corinthians it is Paul saying, “Would that ye would bear with me in a little folly; but indeed bear with me. For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy which is of God”. That is divine jealousy now seen in a man. Paul was concerned about the Corinthian saints; he had ministered and laboured among them, and I have no doubt his labours would have been extensive. The Corinthian saints meant much to Paul. He says of them, “Ye are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men”, 2 Corinthians 3: 2. Wherever Paul would have gone he would have spoken well of the Corinthians. They meant much to him, and yet he has to say in this chapter, “For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy 

which is of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present you a chaste virgin to Christ”. Now, I need hardly say that the one Man is Christ, and that was Paul’s mission and service in Corinth, it was to espouse them to one Man. You can well understand what he says at the beginning of the first epistle, that his exercise was to know nothing among them but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. That would remove every other man from their sight, and maintain the one Man before them. That is the exercise of the Spirit at the present time, that the one Man may be maintained before us. 

The chaste virgin to Christ, and the espousal to one Man, link in a certain sense with the simplicity as to the Christ. You might say that is a peculiar expression, “your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”. As I understand it, simplicity as to the Christ really involves the way Christ was presented by Paul. Nothing needs to be added to it, and nothing needs to be subtracted from it; it is what is presented in a pure way. You can understand how simplicity as to the Christ would generate a chaste virgin. That is what it will generate; there will be nothing there of man, nor anything of man’s system that can corrupt the relations of the assembly with Christ. The service of the Lord Himself is that He might present the assembly to Himself, a chaste virgin (Ephesians 5: 27). 1 would like to press this upon the brethren, because I think the enemy would seek to bring in a variety of things, that I do not go into in detail, which would militate against the chaste virgin to Christ. We can each search our own souls for what may come in to corrupt us from simplicity as to the Christ. 

The Spirit of God would present to us one Man for our affections, and He would present that Man in His simplicity; that is, just as He is, to secure in us unadulterated affection for the one Man. Men would have liked to have added to Christ when He was here, and they would have liked to have taken away something from Him. He did not fit into man’s way of thinking, and 

that remains to this day. What we are seeking to speak about is the Spirit’s way of thinking, the way in which the Spirit of God would help us in our way of thinking so that it might be in accord with His way of thinking, to arrive at simplicity as to the Christ, with the result that there is a chaste virgin entirely for Christ’s affections, with nothing to corrupt or adulterate. I believe at the close of the dispensation, as we are so near to the rapture, the Spirit would impress this upon us, that there might be this chaste virgin to Christ. Let every one of us, brothers and sisters, and if I may take liberty to say, particularly the brothers who seek in some measure to serve among the saints, let us make sure that the presentation of the one Man underlies every desire for service, and every activity in service, so that there might be the espousal unto one Man, and the presentation of a chaste virgin to Christ. 

I used to think at one time that if the truth was ministered in the power of the flesh it at least was the truth, and would be somewhat effective; Mr. Stoney disillusioned me of that. He makes it quite clear that if the truth is ministered in the power of the flesh, what it will produce is flesh, and it will produce religious flesh. Someone recently mentioned the word carnal ministry. I think it is something about which we need to be on our guard. Let us examine ourselves every one of us, and particularly those who in some measure seek to serve the saints, that what is lying behind our service is the espousal of the saints unto one Man, to present them a chaste virgin to Christ. Divine jealousy enters into that, God is jealous for His people, and He would have us to be jealous with Him, to have His jealousy for His people, that there might be nothing added to Christ to make Him palatable to the mere mind of man. 

What a terrible thing it is, and yet it comes so near to us. There was something of the same problem at Colosse, where philosophy and vain deceit had come in, so Paul says there, “the body is of Christ”, Colossians 2: 17. 

In Corinthians he goes on to say, “But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”. Well that was really the burden that was upon one’s spirit, and I leave it with you, that we might, in some measure, be marked by divine jealousy. How jealous God is of His people. As I said earlier, How much they have cost Him; He has purchased the assembly with the blood of His own. That is how much they mean to Him, and He would look to us, that we might, in some measure, take on His jealousy in order that there might be an uncorrupted and chaste virgin entirely for the heart of Christ. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
16 May 1998 

 


Scripture references

Zechariah 1:12-21 (JND) [12] And the angel of Jehovah answered and said, Jehovah of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these seventy years? [13] And Jehovah answered the angel that talked with me good words, comforting words. [14] And the angel that talked with me said unto me, Cry, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy, [15] and I am wroth exceedingly with the nations that are at ease; for I was but a little wroth, and they helped forward the affliction. [16] Therefore thus saith Jehovah: I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of hosts, and the line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. [17] Cry further, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: My cities shall yet overflow with prosperity, and Jehovah shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. [18] And I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. [19] And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these? And he said to me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. [20] And Jehovah shewed me four craftsmen. [21] And I said, What come these to do? And he spoke, saying, Those are the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man lifted up his head; but these are come to affright them, to cast out the horns of the nations, which lifted up the horn against the land of Judah to scatter it.

2 Corinthians 11:1-4 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ. [4] For if indeed he that comes preaches another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or ye get a different Spirit, which ye have not got, or a different glad tidings, which ye have not received, ye might well bear with [it].

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

Nehemiah 6:2 (JND) [2] that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief.

2 Corinthians 3:2 (JND) [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men,

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Colossians 2:17 (JND) [17] which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ.



LIVING IN THE THINGS OF GOD

N. J. Henry 

Luke 15: 22, 23, 25–28; Genesis 5: 21–24; 1 Chronicles 9: 17–19; 2 Timothy 4: 9–11 

I would like to speak of living in the things of God. To present anything less would not be in keeping with the mind of God. You remember when Adam was introduced in the garden of Eden, before sin was there, what surrounded him was entirely of God. His environment, his sustenance was of God. Even the presence of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was righteousness. Mr. Raven says that it was righteousness to put it there. So everything in the garden was of God. And although Adam was not final in the mind of God, one thing conveyed to Adam was that he should live in the things of God. The question for us is, Do we live in the things of God? If you look around, the world system is not of God, and the great house is not of God. The 

great house in 2 Timothy is not what the house of God in 1 Timothy has become. What God has introduced in the world remains. His testimony remains, the one body remains. What God has put within our reach remains. So you can see that our life should be within what God has placed within our reach. Is our life in the world system? Mr. Taylor said that business is discipline. Business is not discipline to an earth-dweller. It shows how the Spirit of God is weaning us from the world system. The character of ministry, I believe, in the present time, as it has always been, is to draw us away from the world system, which is set up in opposition to what God has introduced. I believe God would raise the question today with us as to where we find our life. So I read in Luke 15. The younger son found his life in the house. It would be out of keeping for the younger son to be found in fields afterwards. It is quite evident that the elder son did not live in the father’s world. The father’s house did not suggest any interest to him. He was not dressed for it, and he did not have a taste for it. The father still goes out and beseeches; he wanted the elder son to enjoy, through repentance, what the younger son had. God always protects His world. He does not mix it. Man has tried to mix it. But God’s world is protected. You remember the cherubim, they protected things. Luke 15 has that beautiful touch as to the younger son, the father says to his bondmen, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it”. The elder son did not know anything about the best robe. You need to be in the Spirit of the Father to know the best robe. I suppose the bondmen had the Spirit of the Father. Was not Paul a bondman bringing out the best robe? His life was in the things of God. He was filled with the Spirit of God, bringing all the wealth that was in the Father’s house. I think the more we move about the Father’s house, the more we are marked by the spirit of it. It was really an affront to the Father for the elder son to be in the fields. But the younger son was a credit to the Father. We ought to be a credit to the Father as persons that have their lives in God’s things. Our life is 

hid with the Christ in God. It is a very testing matter. I do not profess to be fully in it, but I pursue it. The world system makes demands on the saints. Christ has died to redeem us from it. It was not till they arrived beyond the Red Sea, that they were clear of the power of Egypt. 

Let us not go back in our hearts. After having crossed the Jordan, the two and a half tribes went back over the Jordan. You cannot actually go back through the Red Sea, but you might go back to Egypt in your heart. That has stumbled many saints before us. That should keep us lowly and humble. 

I wanted to touch on Enoch. It was after Methushelah was born that Enoch walked with God three hundred years. He is a remarkable man who found his life with God. It was a daily matter. I think God waited on Enoch wakening. It does not say that God woke him. It says that prophetically of Christ. Nevertheless every day of Enoch’s life was filled with God. Do we start our days like that beloved brethren? Abstractly there is nothing outside of God in our lives. It has to be practical and real about us, that we not only start with the reading of the Scriptures and prayer, but we know something of God coming into our days. Enoch is presented in Hebrews as being translated, which is Paul’s side. But here it is John’s side, “he was not”. It says, “Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him”. John represents secret life. He suggests what goes through, in affection and in love. John really lived in love. That is the nature of God. There is nothing said about Methushelah as to himself, although the longest life until now. Yet nothing is said about that man. What a responsibility for a man of that length of days to have nothing morally said of him. We can be so near things and yet not be real. Enoch is always a great moral example for us. He is a man who felt for God. He speaks about the ungodly, not only of their ungodly works, but the hard things that ungodly men said. He felt things like God, that is what he did. I think, beloved brethren, we will be tested if we are not living a 

life with God. The world system is getting so anti-God as well as anti-Christ. Our preservation is living in the things of God. God has kept the best things for us so that we should live in them. 

Now I read in 1 Chronicles 9. There is this side in Numbers 16 that Korah had laid claim to the priesthood. They laid claim to what did not belong to them, and thus forfeited their right to live in things. Remember the character of the judgment, it was a new judgment. Moses said, “if these men die as all men die ... but if Jehovah make a new thing ...”, Numbers 16: 29, 30. This judgment was of God. Now here we have the sons of Korah (Psalm 45 in the Second Book of Psalms is from them). Are there any limitations for them if they forfeited life? No, they started at the king’s gate eastward. It shows the variety of life. It is said, “they have been hitherto in the king’s gate eastward”, typifying the recognition of what was coming out in Christ, the King’s rights. And then it is said, “they were the doorkeepers in the camps of the children of Levi”. I think there are the two sides—the children of Levi need protection. 

Protection is a good principle in divine things. You remember that Adam had to till and guard the garden, but when he was driven out, he was only to till the ground. There was nothing to guard, he lost all. Now our eyes have been opened to see what needs guarding. I would say the sons of Korah would be strong on that point. It refers here in verse 19 to “keepers of the thresholds of the tent”. You can understand how vigilant they would be. I think you only guard if you love a thing. We need our affections developed for the things of Christ and guard them, because they will be attacked. But if we are as the sons of Korah we will be vigilant. 

You remember those that surrounded the couch of Solomon because of attacks in the night. 

You might say it is a time of disadvantage. Let us protect, beloved brethren, what is within our reach. 

Now finally in 2 Timothy 4, I think the apostle Paul 

is not acting as defeated here. He remains living in the things of God. He comes out with true feelings, he refers to one who has forsaken him, a strong word to use. It is a Word that Mark himself uses in his gospel, when the expression is used in an absolute sense by Christ Himself on the cross. But something of the feelings of Christ came out in Paul here, I think. He says elsewhere, “Who is stumbled, and I burn not?”, 2 Corinthians 11: 29. Paul felt departure from the truth. Paul felt persons moving away from living in the things of God. He did not unchristianise them, but anyone living in the things of God would have accompanied Paul. 

Now he says, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself”. Mark is ready. For Mark to be recovered by Barnabas would have been fatal, for Barnabas sought to bring Mark back in Acts 15. They both went to Cyprus. Was that living in the things of God? It was the place of winds being contrary there. Here he says to Timothy, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself”. I think that is very touching. Bring a person back who is living in the things of God. 

He is now available. Think about the gospel he writes. He wrote that after being recovered; he does not tell us the source of his information. Luke tells us where he got the report. But I think Mark was living in the things of God, and he gives his own touch; a great example to us beloved brethren. It is a very precious time we are in, when we can be encouraged and stimulated to live a life in the things of God. May we be encouraged for His name’s sake. 

Address at Vevey
24 October 1997 

 


Scripture references

Luke 15:22-28 (JND) [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; [23] and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry: [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry. [25] And his elder son was in the field; and as, coming [up], he drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. [26] And having called one of the servants, he inquired what these things might be. [27] And he said to him, Thy brother is come, and thy father has killed the fatted calf because he has received him safe and well. [28] But he became angry and would not go in. And his father went out and besought him.

Genesis 5:21-24 (JND) [21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methushelah. [22] And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten Methushelah three hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

1 Chronicles 9:17-19 (JND) [17] And the doorkeepers: Shallum, and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and their brethren; Shallum was the chief. [18] And they have been hitherto in the king's gate eastward: they were the doorkeepers in the camps of the children of Levi. [19] And Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his brethren, of the house of his father, the Korahites, were over the work of the service, keepers of the thresholds of the tent, and their fathers, set over the camp of Jehovah, were keepers of the entrance.

2 Timothy 4:9-11 (JND) [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

1 Chronicles 9 (JND) [1] And all Israel were registered by genealogy; and behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel. And Judah was carried away to Babylon because of their transgression. [2] And the inhabitants that were first in their possessions in their cities were the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the Nethinim. [3] And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of the children of Ephraim, and Manasseh: …

Numbers 16 (JND) [1] And Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, made bold, and [with him] Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, the sons of Reuben; [2] and they rose up against Moses, with two hundred and fifty men of the children of Israel, princes of the assembly, summoned to the council, men of renown; [3] and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, It is enough; for all the assembly, all of them are holy, and Jehovah is among them; and why do ye lift up yourselves above the congregation of Jehovah? …

Numbers 16:29-30 (JND) [29] if these men die as all men die, and are visited with the visitation of all men, Jehovah has not sent me; [30] but if Jehovah make a new thing, and the ground open its mouth, and swallow them up, and all that they have, and they go down alive into Sheol, then ye shall know that these men have despised Jehovah.

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

2 Corinthians 11:29 (JND) [29] Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I burn not?

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …



THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD

W. McKillop 

Acts 2: 22–24; Romans 8: 29, 30; Hebrews 11: 39, 40 

These scriptures refer to the foreknowledge of God. The first passage refers to the foreknowledge of God with regard to Christ being given up to be crucified. The second passage refers to God’s foreknowledge of us individually, and what He has done in order that we might answer to His foreknowledge. The last passage refers really to the foreknowledge of God with regard to the assembly’s place in both the millennial world and eternity. It would seem from Acts 2 that foreknowledge is not exactly purpose. It is linked in Acts 2 by Peter with the determinate counsel of God. I would understand that purpose refers to what God determined in love for His own heart, without reference to what would arise subsequently. 

Counsel, of course, refers to how the purpose of God is to be worked out. Foreknowledge refers to God taking into account what would arise, and out of the depth of His wisdom, predetermining that He would act in a certain way to meet conditions that would arise. 

Clearly in this passage, the delivering up of Christ is linked with the determinate counsel of God and foreknowledge. God foresaw that Jesus would come to His own and that they would not receive Him, and also that none of the princes of this world would know who He was. As Paul says, “for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”, 1 

Corinthians 2: 8. God took account of the fact that the hand of lawless men would be against Christ. It should touch our affections that the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God required the crucifixion. The great issue in the universe that was settled at the cross, was the issue of lawlessness. The majesty of God as supreme in His universe had been challenged. 

God foreknew that issue would arise. The 

way He took to meet that, was that Christ would have to be delivered up. Peter speaks of Him in the simplest and most profound way—“Jesus the Nazaraean, a man borne witness to by God to you”. It is a solemn matter to think that God took account in His foreknowledge that the One whom He approved would be rejected by lawless men. And not only that He would be rejected but also be crucified and slain. It is really an extraordinary word used as to the Lord, slain. In the foreknowledge of God it was also clear that Christ would have to go into death, but God has raised Him up, “having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power”. It touches our hearts to think of the Lord becoming obedient unto death and being subject to its power, for the period of three days and three nights. And yet our souls exult in the knowledge that it was not possible that He should be held by its power. 

The foreknowledge of God in that sense is intended to affect us in view of remembering the Lord on the first day of the week and serving God by the Spirit. The issue of lawlessness has been resolved at the cross and in the burial of Christ, and the supremacy of God has been asserted in the resurrection of Christ. “Whom God has raised up” is an expression of divine power. Peter’s testimony to the Jews here has not been received, but we can thank God that through grace we have received the testimony of the glad tidings, that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures and was buried and has been raised according to the scriptures (1 

Corinthians 15: 3, 4). The scriptures reflect the foreknowledge of God in the way they have been written. In fact in Galatians the apostle Paul says—“the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the nations on the principle of faith (Galatians 3: 8) So that the Scriptures are in a way personified in that passage. It would link with the fact that the way scripture is written brings out the foreknowledge of God. 

Having said that I would like to refer to the 

foreknowledge of God in connection with ourselves in Romans 8. This word really should touch our hearts, “Because whom he has foreknown”. That is as we are here, in this meeting, foreknowledge has entered into the fact that we are here in the testimony. The thought of God foreknowing us is different from the thought of God choosing us. In Ephesians we have, 

“according as he has chosen us in him before the world’s foundation” (Ephesians 1: 4), that would be a matter of purpose. There is a link between purpose and foreknowledge. In verse 28 it says, “to those who are called according to purpose”, that is, God has acted sovereignly in calling us for the satisfaction of His own affections. Then that He has foreknown us would enter into the fact that the Lord said to His own, “rejoice that your names are written in the heavens”, Luke 10: 20. God, in taking account of the ages of time, and foreknowing what He would do through Christ and by the Spirit, has taken into account what we would be for Him. 

So “whom he has foreknown”. He knew us from the standpoint of purpose. He knew what we would be for Him, on the basis of the work of Christ in redemption and as the result of the work of the Spirit in us. Therefore He is not taking account of us according to what we are by nature or by flesh, so earlier in this chapter the apostle says, “ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you” (Romans 8: 9). 

It is a wonderful matter to think of God foreknowing each one of us individually, and foreknowing us in relation to our individual position in the testimony, and then in relation to our eternal position in the heavenlies. What follows therefore is the result of God’s foreknowledge of us in order to work that out in us. “Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son”; this is with a view to Christ having the pre-eminent place among His brethren. To bring this about He has called us, and He has justified us, and He has glorified us. We have been called in the glad tidings and through grace 

we have answered. Then God has justified us on the principle of faith, with a view to bringing us out with Christ in the world to come, in a way that involves that we are 

“unblamable in holiness”, as the apostle says elsewhere, “before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”, 1 Thessalonians 3: 13. But also he goes on to say, “these also he has glorified”. In God’s foreknowledge of us, it required that we should be glorified by receiving the Spirit. We can really say, although unseen by natural eye, the glory of the anointing rests upon us. That specially comes out as we accept the reproach of Christ. 

Peter says, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”, 1 Peter 4: 14. God’s foreknowledge of us required that we should be persons who are morally glorious. 

I read the passage in Hebrews to bring out the place that we have according to the purpose of God, in what is said, “God having foreseen some better thing for us”. As you take account of the names of the persons in this chapter who are distinguished by their faith it says, “And these all ... did not receive the promise”. The whole matter of what they will come into waits the better things which God has foreseen for us. So it says, “that they should not be made perfect without us”. What I would suggest, beloved brethren, is that God has arranged His universe with the assembly to have the prime place in it. The earlier saints who had faith, and obtained witness through their faith, and who belong to other families named of the Father, will not be put into their final position until the assembly is in the place that God has foreseen for it. This ought to move our hearts in adoration towards God, and in thankfulness. The word here is not foreknowledge but foreseen, but clearly the thought of foreknowledge would enter into it. As we think about God ordering beforehand in His own mind the moral universe, He designed that the leading place in it should be the assembly’s. And the assembly has that place because she is the body of Christ, she is the 

fulness of the exalted Man. 

Let these thoughts encourage our hearts, and enrich our understanding of how God has acted. 

Think of His acting from, we might say, Abraham’s world right to the time of the incoming of Christ. During all that period God had foreseen some better things for our very selves as of the assembly. It is a wonderful consideration. I do not know if 1 can say much more about it, except to encourage us to draw on the Spirit in our private moments to get the enlargement that would come from our pondering these things by the Spirit. If you think about these persons mentioned in this chapter, how they shine in their faith. And yet it was God’s sovereign way in love that He foresaw some better things for us “that they should not be made perfect without us”. The whole ordering of the universe of God for His pleasure eternally is worked out from the point of the assembly being with Christ in the very centre of the divine realm. May the Spirit of God help us to carry these thoughts into the time before us on the first day of the week so that the service of God might be enriched. May God bless the word. 

Address at Vevey
25 October 1997 

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:22-24 (JND) [22] Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Nazaraean, a man borne witness to by God to you by works of power and wonders and signs, which God wrought by him in your midst, as yourselves know [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain. [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

Romans 8:29-30 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Hebrews 11:39-40 (JND) [39] And these all, having obtained witness through faith, did not receive the promise, [40] God having foreseen some better thing for us, that they should not be made perfect without us.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Galatians 3:8 (JND) [8] and the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the nations on the principle of faith, announced beforehand the glad tidings to Abraham: In thee all the nations shall be blessed.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

Luke 10:20 (JND) [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens.

Romans 8:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him:

1 Thessalonians 3:13 (JND) [13] in order to the confirming of your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

1 Peter 4:14 (JND) [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]



LIVING RELATIONS WITH DIVINE PERSONS

T. D. Beveridge 

Daniel 6: 10; Acts 7: 54–56, 59, 60 

What I was thinking about, beloved brethren, was the value of having good and living relations with divine Persons. Reading the Scriptures and ministry is of great value, but life is really related to our living relationships with divine Persons. I think to have good relations with divine Persons needs time. If you love someone what 

you need is time to be with them; if you want to enjoy their company, you need time away from whatever else engages you, in order to be free to enjoy their company. 

I read of Daniel because he was a praying man, and, in praying, we may speak to any one of the three divine Persons. It may be the Father in relation to matters in our lives, or to the Lord Jesus, or to the Spirit. If we need urgent help it might be to the Spirit, the blessed holy divine Person indwelling believers. I think it has been said amongst us that we sometimes forget about Him, the best Friend we have down here. Just think of that, beloved brethren, a divine Person indwelling us, as the scripture says, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19. We may pass through a day and perhaps never even think of the Spirit or speak to Him. If you love someone, you respect and value them, and generally you would speak to them. I think that our links with divine Persons are enriched and made more living as we speak to Them. So Daniel was marked by this feature, so that whatever circumstances arose in his life, he was committed to his God and purposed in his heart that he would not do certain things, and he abode by that. Sometimes things arise in our lives, it may be in our work or in our household arrangements, and we begin to adjust ourselves to them, instead of keeping our links fresh and living with the Father, and with the Lord Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit. 

There is an interesting reference in Acts 16, “having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia”, Acts 16: 6. Have you ever had an experience like that? You may have been going somewhere or going to do something, and then there was some indication which you knew was not of yourself that would have forbidden you to do a certain thing. I think I have known that in my life; I expect many of the beloved brethren have known that. 

Therefore our links with divine Persons are to be real, but not mystical, so that we move and seek to be here pleasing to Them. We are to know what it is to speak to Them and seek Their help. How much we need the help of the Father and of the Son and of the Spirit! I read of Daniel to illustrate the matter of prayer, so that in our prayers we might be encouraged in our communion with divine Persons. I know that has been spoken of many times, but it is vital that we maintain living, fresh contact with divine Persons. 

Of Enoch, it says that he walked with God. You can think of walking in a natural sense, and to walk with someone is an attractive thought. John the baptist, looking at Jesus as He walked, could say, “Behold the lamb of God”, John 1: 36. What impressions can come into our hearts as we sit down quietly and contemplate the Lord Jesus. Sometimes even as you just read over a hymn, of say Mr. Darby’s, something can come livingly and freshly into your soul. As Enoch walked with God, what conversations, no doubt, he had with God; how close and intimate would have been his communion. It says, “and he was not, for God took him” (Genesis 5: 24), I do not understand fully what that means, but he must have had wonderful links with the blessed God. 

I read in the Acts in relation to Stephen of whom it says, “a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit”, Acts 6: 5. This scripture that we have read speaks of his stoning, but how living his links were with the Lord Jesus Christ. Even as he was suffering physically he was still able to speak of what he saw, and he was still able to utter these words, praying and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”. Beloved brethren, how real and how fresh are our links? Is it perhaps only on Lord’s day and at the meetings that I begin to think about these things? I speak carefully because the beloved brethren have work and many other matters to attend to, but I would like to encourage every one of us to have fresh living links with the Lord Jesus as Stephen did. I am impressed with the fact that the Spirit is indwelling believers. How near He 

is! How ready He is to help us! and how ready He is to hear us! I recall a word recently as to the Spirit as the Comforter, and maybe sometimes we need comfort. We pass through circumstances that are trying and difficult, and maybe no one else knows about them, but there is a blessed Comforter here, a divine Person, who can cause the love of God to be shed abroad in human hearts so that they know the support and nearness of that divine Person. 

How wonderful it is that we, as creatures, can have to do with divine Persons in all our matters. 

I was thinking of Ananias too. Even if he had those doubtful thoughts as to Paul he could speak to the Lord, he said, “Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man”, Acts 9: 13. 

How fresh and living and simple he was in his relationships and converse with the Lord. If you are uncertain about something, I am sure the Lord will listen to any difficulties or thoughts you have, and He will direct in a way that is pleasing to Him. I am sure the Spirit would do the same; He is here as a Helper. Our Father in heaven is ready to supply whatever we need in a providential way; He would hear us as we ask Him and He would provide. Let us be aware, beloved brethren, that divine Persons are so available in all their greatness. How great God is! The God who inhabits eternity, before beginnings were He was there, such a One has revealed Himself in the Father, and the Son, and the Spirit, and desires to have living, vital, fresh relationships with poor creatures like ourselves. Let our hearts be encouraged for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
15 September 1998 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Acts 7:54-60 (JND) [54] And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him. [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16:6 (JND) [6] And having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia,

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Genesis 5:24 (JND) [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Acts 6:5 (JND) [5] And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and [the] Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte of Antioch,

Acts 9:13 (JND) [13] And Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem;



EXTRACT

Another painful situation, dear brethren, is that many overlook the fact that the assembly has ears. The assembly is said to have the means of hearing. People often say they knew nothing about a certain difficulty, but why did they not know? If we are in the assembly characteristically, we shall know, for the assembly has ears for things relating to the truth that are current. It says of the work at Antioch, that the report concerning the work there “reached the ears of the assembly which was in Jerusalem”. That is a principle. Some lately have ridiculed this word, but the word principle is one of the best words there is as used in divine things. What I have been speaking of is a principle which belongs to the assembly characteristically—that its ears are opened to everything of God that is going on in this world. Our ears are to be opened, and if things that seriously affect the testimony are near our doors and we do not know them, we are very remiss. Sometimes we make our ignorance a virtue. We should not excuse ourselves on the ground of our ignorance. Ignorance in this sense is never a virtue. We are to know, and those who have the spirit of judgment do know—and further, as I said, they know where the gate is. If the battle is to be turned, it is to bring it to the gate. If you get it there you will get true judgment; things will be put right, for the spirit of judgment is there, and those who sit in judgment are there. They will not listen to the voice of persons moved by mere feelings about a brother. My feelings about a brother may be without foundation or worse, showing that they do not belong to the gate; we want evidence—not feelings—for the gate. Judgment there is to be on the principle of, “by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned”, Matthew 12: 37. The gate is where the spirit of judgment is, facts are demanded—concrete evidence in every case. As the Lord Himself says, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 43, pp.465, 466) 
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Scripture references

Matthew 12:37 (JND) [37] for by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
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