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THE SUFFERINGS OF THE LORD JESUS

N. McKay

Mark 10: 32–34; Hebrews 2: 10; Matthew 23: 19 

It is in mind to speak a little as to the sufferings of our Lord Jesus, or at least a part of them, but I thought it would be helpful if we could say one or two words of introduction for the young people to see that the Lord’s life, although it was one perfect life, can be viewed in different periods, different aspects of it. Of the first thirty or so years of His life, what we might call His private life, very little is said in Scripture. It says that He was beginning to be about thirty years old when He went into the waters of baptism. From His birth through to these waters of baptism, that life was precious to God, because He lived here as a Man in humble circumstances, but He lived in perfection towards God. There was one short interjection when He was about twelve years old that tells us that He had taken up His responsibilities as was suitable. We know that that was suitable at that age. Then He was there as a Man, the reputed son of a carpenter, working with His hands as a Man before God in perfection. That was one distinct period of His life, and God had absolute delight in that life. He was in communion with the Father and He lived in that life exactly the way that God looks for in man; there was nothing great noted, no outward show, just a Man in relationship with His God and Father. It is a blessed thing to see that, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3: 22. These were the Father’s words spoken out of heaven, approving everything that happened in those thirty years. 

And then we have from the waters of baptism to the mount of transfiguration, the Lord’s public life in which He served God and served men. He said of that time, “Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I am perfected”, Luke 13: 32. That is two days of perfect witness of God and what God was towards man. That too was absolute perfection; He loved that life too because He was serving God and He was wholly in the will of God. His communion with His Father was unstinted. He enjoyed that, saying, “My God, take me not away in the midst of my days!”, Psalm 102: 24. It says prophetically of that time, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. He was before the Father in prayer every morning to find out how to succour by a word him that is weary, how to bring in help because He was serving man. It says of Him typically that He served for a wife, for a wife He kept sheep. He came here as a bondman. What a blessed thing that is! The Lord Jesus was here serving man. What a lowly humble way He came in perfection; He turned none away, He healed all that came to Him, He stayed up late into the night healing persons. He came to cities round about, the crowds came to Him and He healed them; He taught them. What a life that was and yet there was sorrow in it because He saw how mankind was suffering. He saw truly, properly what man was before God. He saw that and it grieved Him. He saw man suffering under demons, He saw man suffering under illness, everything that had come in under sin, He saw death. He entered into what death meant, He wept at Lazarus’ grave. He sorrowed, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. What a precious life that was too. The feelings of God towards man, God’s holy precious feelings towards man, the Lord Jesus exemplified them. That was, we may say, His public life. 

Then from the mount of transfiguration when the voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son—hear him” (Luke 9: 35), when He was perfectly suitable for heaven and honoured by the Father, we have what we often speak of as the dying of Jesus; it says “he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 9: 51. He did not cease to serve man. He did not cease to serve God but He moved forward in that short period of time. He set His face to go to Jerusalem to die. As they were on the way to go up to Jerusalem and Jesus going on before them, it reminds of Abraham when he was told to offer up Isaac, he rose early in the morning and saw the place from afar off. He did not hesitate, he moved on towards death. It tested those who followed Him, they were afraid as they followed, and He told them He was going on to death. 

The passover was only a short while away and the Lord was going to Jerusalem. He was going to suffer and to die; He would not be diverted from that path one little bit. They were amazed and afraid as they followed and He began to tell them what was going to happen. He says, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man shall be delivered up to the chief priests and to the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him up to the nations—and they shall mock him and scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him”. He accepted that at the hands of man, He set His face that way. Mark goes over it very touchingly. It speaks in the next chapter of how they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage, and how He got the colt and went into Jerusalem and looked around in the temple; then the hour being already late He went to Bethany and spent the night at Bethany. He would not spend the night at Jerusalem, He came out to where love was. Next day He came again to Jerusalem; He taught them and in the evening He went forth without the city. You look over Mark’s gospel, young believer, and see the Lord as He moved into death, and after three days would rise again. What was before His view as He moved that way? He knew what was going to happen, and He moved there in complete subjection to the will of God. 

I have been impressed with this scripture in Luke. He had been there among them in those years of public service; He had been among them in His years of private life and in His ministry, but there comes a time when He has to offer up His life in death. Satan was approaching at this point. The Lord felt it in His spirit. He would go through it in His spirit at Gethsemane—“the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. Think of the Lord Jesus anticipating the return of Satan to oppress Him in His spirit with all that He was going to go through in death; Satan was going to approach Him and oppress His spirit with the thoughts of the sufferings of death. What sufferings the precious Person of the Lord Jesus had to suffer, that which He hated, that which He reviled, sin! He was going to have to deal with sin and sins in His death. At Gethsemane His sweat became as great drops of blood. What a Man for our affections, what an attractive Man. What moral greatness was shown in this One who went on to death. He suffered there for sin and sins in those three hours of darkness on the tree. He suffered during those three hours of darkness for our sins, those who believe on Him, on the tree. He suffered there at the hands of God, “it pleased Jehovah to bruise him”, Isaiah 53: 10. What a contemplation to think of the Lord Jesus in that way! Sins were borne in those three hours. 

But before those three hours there was this period of which the Lord speaks. He says, “but this is your hour and the power of darkness”, Luke 22: 53. What feelings the Lord Jesus had as regards that; a very brief period in His life, maybe just a night and part of the next day, but it was man’s hour. “He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers”, Isaiah 53: 7. The will of God involved that the Lord Jesus would go this sacrificial way and He accepted that. He accepted it completely and submitted Himself to the will of God, and gave Himself over into the hands of man. What feelings; what it meant to the Lord Jesus to do this, what it meant to God to allow man opportunity, scope over His own beloved Son. Certain scope was given to man which had not been done so previously. In the Lord’s life in ministry, He had been protected to a certain extent, He had hidden Himself from them. He went out mysteriously; they could not take Him because He was protected, they had no power over Him; but there comes a point in the Lord’s life when He is given into the hands of man. What a solemn thing. What would man do with Him? “This is your hour and the power of darkness”. 

The Lord Jesus knew what was in man, He knew the power of darkness, He knew what control darkness had over men, it still has over many; He knew it as we do not know it, and yet He gave Himself over to be mocked, to be scourged, to have blows rained upon Him. 

Man would do to the Lord Jesus as they would. It says, “he ... gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor”, Psalm 78: 61. What a thing that the Lord should be given over into the hands of man for this period. This strikes my soul, my affections, that man should have this scope with the Lord of glory, the One who had been here in perfection, who had lived here and done nothing but good. What would men do with the Creator, the Originator of life? What would they do with the One who approached them, the priestly One who approached them? He was “The stone which the builders rejected”, Psalm 118: 22. They could not do anything with Him. They knew not how to treat Him and they cast Him out; they mocked Him, scourged Him, spat upon Him. That is what man is after the flesh. These oppressors here, the chief priests and the Pharisees and the scribes mocked Him. Think of His feelings, those He had been among, those He had taught, those He had healed, and this is what they would do to Him. What a contradiction of sinners against the Lord Jesus. He had only done them good and they would only do Him evil, do Him harm. 

Well, it was only for a brief period; He was put on a cross and crucified, a shameful ignominious death. He was obedient, He humbled Himself. Think of the humility, the obedience, the subjection, the lowliness of the Lord Jesus in humbling Himself. Man tried to humiliate Him but the Lord Jesus humbled Himself, “becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Philippians 2: 8. To be put on a cross by the hands of ignorant men. He would allow Himself to be submitted to that. What a lowly blessed Saviour! We are to be affected by the moral greatness and power as seen in this Man. Men would say, Who is this Man? He has been crucified, but God was looking on this 

Man and saying, That is moral glory, that is moral beauty; look at that subjection, look at that obedience to My will, look at that acceptance of suffering. What moral perfection, what glory is in this Man! When things were absolutely against Him to the uttermost the Lord Jesus shone in moral perfection and greatness. He is a real Man for our affections. Beloved brethren, let us feed on Him, we will grow on that. 

I just wondered in reading Hebrews, why did the Lord suffer this way? It was not His sufferings as the Sin-bearer, those were in the three hours of darkness on the cross. The sufferings at the hands of man did not account for one single sin. I suppose we can see many reasons why He suffered that way. It certainly showed the moral greatness of the Lord Jesus; it showed His submission to His Father’s will; it also showed God for what He was. He perfectly expressed God, but it showed man for what man is. If you have any doubts about what man is or what is in man’s heart you only need to read these scriptures. They showed to the uttermost what man is and what is in man’s heart. There is no good in men’s hearts whatsoever unless it is put there by God. 

It says here, “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”. 

He suffered because it was suitable to God, it was God’s way; it became God to make Him suffer in this way. It might not be our way, we might not understand it but it is God’s way; it is suitable and was necessary from the point of view of God. God’s way is suffering and glory, it was suitable for that. It says, “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things”. God brought about the worlds, He created the universe. All things are for Him, and all things are by Him. He did it by a word, God spoke and it was there, it existed; but this was a greater matter. If sons were to be brought to glory it required more than a word, it required more than an act of God, it required that the Leader of our salvation should be made perfect through suffering. Is that not magnificent? 

That is the way God operates, it is unmistakeable. What God does He does for ever, it will not be changed. God does something and it stands, He does things His way and His hand is in it unmistakeably. If He is doing something great, if He is bringing sons to glory, the way He does it will reflect the greatness of His thoughts in doing that, and reflect His nature and His appreciation of the sons. The Lord Jesus suffered to affect us because that is the way we are going to be brought to glory. What a wonderful thing. As the Son is there at the right hand of the Father, we shall see how moral greatness in the sons will be formed. It is a complete delineation for how the sons are to reach the Father. 

I wish I had more words to say about the greatness of God’s way in bringing sons to glory, which involved that the Lord Jesus should suffer in such a way. God is bringing many sons to glory. He is doing it now, forming us for glory, and the way He is doing it is in suffering. He has set out the standard and how He is going to do it. He has set it out in perfection in Christ. 

It was necessary if the Lord was to qualify as the Leader of our salvation, the One who sets the matter on and completes it; it was necessary that He should be qualified through sufferings. God’s ways are unmistakeable, beyond our thoughts, dear brethren. What a way God is taking with us. We are going to be brought to glory; that is the end in view and Christ Jesus is there. He is in glory, He has attained that through suffering. 

It speaks in Hebrews 12 of how the Father is disciplining us. We are to “consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself’ (Hebrews 12: 3). Then it says, “My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord” (Hebrews 12: 5). These things are in view of bringing us to glory, because sons are to be a true reflection of the Father. The sons will be brought, not by an act of power, not by any word of God, but we will be brought to glory and God will be able to say, Look at these sons, they are just like Christ, they are morally great. They have been formed by suffering, they have wrestled against sin, they have resisted unto blood, they have endured contradiction of sinners against themselves. These sons are formed in affection, they love one another. They have intelligence, they know God, they can see God’s way in suffering and sacrifice. They know God’s love lies behind it, they know the love of God, they are affectionate because they have been formed in the way that God has brought them. What glorious thoughts God has for us. It may not be the pathway that we have in mind; God will take care of that, God will look after our pathway. It is the end that is in mind and God is bringing it to glory in this way. He has taken each one of us in hand and He is bringing us to glory. 

Well, just a touch in Matthew’s gospel. I have been exercised in a practical way for the young ones. We can enjoy some of these thoughts as regards the glory, and I trust that we shall enjoy them tomorrow morning, if the Lord will. We have been speaking about the obedience of faith today and I would just like to appeal to the younger ones. God is working these things with us, there is no question about it, we know that, and we have faith for it. It requires taking up responsibility on our part. We do not get anywhere in our souls unless we take up responsibility. Taking up responsibility does not always mean taking on services which persons can see, but it means that if we come to the meetings we come exercised, we take up God’s things responsibly. The breaking of bread is no light matter; it is not something to be taken up glibly. We do not rush there on Lord’s day morning, trying to get out of the door quick enough to get there just in time. Taking up our responsibility means that we take it seriously, we consider our state, that we feed on the right things, and that we desire to be there on a right basis, so that we might minister to divine Persons because it is due to Them. 

It does not matter what age you are, everyone can do this, and it will make such a big difference to our local meetings; but what I would say is that it involves more than just the Lord’s day morning, the teaching of it involves the week, that we do not feed on things that are wrong during the week. On the Saturday night, when we are considering the breaking of bread the next day, it involves that we hold ourselves properly at that time. It was the passover that Moses referred to, where we consider the Lord and His death; that is for Saturday night, we consider that and we see Him as the One who sheltered us from judgment. 

The passover involves bitter herbs, it involves we eat these bitter herbs, we taste the bitterness, our sins and what is in us that required the Lord to go that way. That is the bitterness that is involved in it; things that belong to the flesh and have to be judged by us. 

Let us just be simple about it, we need to consider these things on Saturday night, but then on Lord’s day morning we should have been before God in self-judgment. It says, “But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup”, 1 Corinthians 11: 28. Of course, that does not set aside that self-judgment is needed continually throughout the week. 

In the teaching of Romans, in chapter 8 you come to discern between the flesh and the Spirit; you recognise that there is what is new and perfectly of God in yourself, and you associate yourself with that, and it gives you great peace in your heart. You go before God and you realise that the flesh is there and you can see that He has dealt with it in Christ. Then you can see things that come up in your life, things that are according to the flesh and you say, That is not me, that is the flesh, and you disassociate yourself from that. You get help to judge yourself; these things are done. We judge what is of the flesh in ourselves, and judge what is right too, what is of the Spirit and what is of God, and you refuse all that is of the flesh. When it comes to Lord’s day morning you have done with that, you want to be free. What is before you now on Lord’s day morning is not sins, it is not the Lord’s work exactly in removing sins, that may come up, but it is the greatness of the Lord Jesus. It says, which is greater, the gift, or the altar which sanctifies the gift? What is greater, the sacrifice of Christ or the Person of Christ? The Person of Christ is what has to be before us and I think that will set us free. Dear young person, I just appeal to you, have the Lord before you, and the greatness of the altar, the One who did endure. The first thing the children of Israel saw when they came into the tabernacle system was the brazen altar. It was made with the same wood as the rest of the tabernacle system, the acacia wood, typical of the same humanity that marked Christ. It was covered wholly in copper, which gave it the ability to withstand intense heat. Christ was able to withstand that. That is the One who we come to remember, the One who is able to do it, the Person. We are no longer concerned about our sins, nor about the things that are in us, we have sorted that out; we are free to appreciate the Lord Jesus, the glorious, moral greatness of that blessed One. We are free and at liberty. I just appeal to the young people to do that in a practical way and the brethren will appreciate it. 

We do appreciate it. Practically these things are taken up responsibly and that is what God looks for; that is what is bringing us to glory, going through these things morally, dealing with moral issues in ourselves, and coming to enjoy the privilege of liberty and joy unhindered. 

I just leave the appeal with you, the moral greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ being worked out in us all, for it has been done through suffering, through dealing with evil, through dealing with what is adverse. God could not do it any other way. He could not get rid of evil in us without that. There is no other way to do it; you cannot get rid of evil by a word, you cannot get rid of what is entrenched in you by an act of power. He does it through this great moral way, the way of God, suffering, sacrifice and glory. What a glorious God we have to do with. Let us be free and at liberty tomorrow morning to enjoy the things of God. May it be our portion, and may we be encouraged and built up in it, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
12 November 2004 

 


Scripture references

Mark 10:32-34 (JND) [32] And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going on before them; and they were amazed, and were afraid as they followed. And taking the twelve again to [him], he began to tell them what was going to happen to him: [33] Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man shall be delivered up to the chief priests and to the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him up to the nations: [34] and they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him; and after three days he shall rise again.

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Matthew 23:19 (JND) [19] [Fools and] blind ones, for which is greater, the gift, or the altar which sanctifies the gift?

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 13:32 (JND) [32] And he said to them, Go, tell that fox, Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third [day] I am perfected;

Psalms 102:24 (JND) [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Luke 9:35 (JND) [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Luke 22:53 (JND) [53] When I was day by day with you in the temple ye did not stretch out your hands against me; but this is your hour and the power of darkness.

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Psalms 78:61 (JND) [61] And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor;

Psalms 118:22 (JND) [22] [The] stone which the builders rejected hath become the head of the corner:

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 12:3 (JND) [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

Hebrews 12:5 (JND) [5] And ye have quite forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: My son, despise not [the] chastening of [the] Lord, nor faint [when] reproved by him;

1 Corinthians 11:28 (JND) [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup.



THE POSITIVE SIDE OF SEPARATION

A. J. McSeveney 

Hebrews 7: 26; Romans 8: 29, 30; 1 Corinthians 7: 14; 2 Corinthians 6: 14–18; 2 Timothy 2: 16–22; Revelation 3: 7–12 

Many dear saints carry great concern as to the breakdown of separation amongst God’s people. In some cases it has led to great sorrow. It may well be timely for us to remember that separation has been a prime feature in the ways of God particularly from the call of Abraham. 

There may have been a period when extreme actions took place that were clearly wrong. However, we need to remember that separation did not begin in 1959 or even in 1828. Separation has been a principle that God has ever acted on for His glory and man’s blessing. 

Separation is something that divine Persons have in mind that ultimately leads to the pleasure of God and the service of God. If our hearts are filled with Christ and we see what He was as a Man down here and still is where He is, we will be attracted to separation. As has been mentioned, God’s desire for separation is evident from the call of Abraham. Thereafter, God called Israel out of Egypt. Then, God separated the Levites for His service. Indeed, you will find in the Old Testament the blessing of Israel was always consequent on the nation remaining separate. You will find too that recovery came in when persons were recovered to separation. Samson is an example of that. There came a point when Samson broke down in separation and lost his power. However, he was recovered through becoming separate again. When he had returned to separation as a Nazarite, power was available to bring down the whole world system. 

All these Old Testament types are very blessed but they are only shadows of the One who was coming, the true Nazarite, our blessed Lord Jesus. In Hebrews 7 He is described as “holy”. It was not only that He was separate in His outward walk. He was also entirely separate from the spirit of the world. All that was transpiring in Israel never altered the holiness of Christ. It never defiled Him in any way. He was entirely inwardly separate from all that was around. Think of Him as a boy growing up. He never became involved in the sinful things that other boys were involved in. He was different. You find Him at the age of twelve occupied with the things of His Father. You think of Him too being subject to His parents. As He grew up into manhood and entered into service there was nothing of the spirit of the world found in the Lord Jesus. He was entirely different. He is also described here as “harmless”, or as the footnote says, ‘guileless’. He always spoke the whole truth. There was something different and distinct about the words of the Lord Jesus. He was so perfect that He was able to pronounce the most searching of judgments and yet say it in a way that could retain men. He was free from all the parties that were forming in Israel in that period. The official priesthood in Israel was involved in political and religious parties. The Lord Jesus was free from all that. Instead, He was committed to doing the will of God and the ministry of reconciliation. He came from God into the presence of men with a ministry to touch their hearts and affections. If He saw a bruised reed He would not break it. If He saw a smoking flax He would not quench it. He desired that persons might be retained for God’s pleasure. 

That is a Man that is entirely different and separate from all that is political in this world at the present time. He is also described as “undefiled”. We have been reminded in these meetings that we must regard the Lord Jesus as different from every other man. He was undefiled and undefilable. Nothing ever found its way into the heart of the Lord Jesus that should not have been there. There was no struggle in His heart when it came to sin. We weigh up things. We try to fight against sin. 

That was never the case with the Lord Jesus. He was perfect. He could not sin and He never put Himself in a place that He should not have been in. You would not find Him in any of the defiling places in Jerusalem or in Israel. He was separate inwardly and separate in His outward pathway. Well, He died and was buried and in coming out of death was entirely separated from sinners. That is the point here. He was separate in His life before His death. He then died unto sin and now He lives exclusively unto God. He has also become higher than the heavens. Currently, as High Priest, He is ensuring that His people are separate in every way. 

At the beginning of Hebrews 7: 26 it says, “For such a high priest became us”. Who are the “us”? The “us” are persons like you and me. In Romans 8: 28, 29 this is set out more clearly for us, where we are said to be “predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son”. Dear saint, there is something about you that is completely different from the world outside. The mass of humanity is not going to be conformed to the image of God’s Son. That is distinct to you. You are different. From God’s side you have been separated. That is the side that requires to be stressed before we come to our side. God has called you. What a moment that was. That was not exactly the general call in the gospel. There was a time when God called you by your name. Do you remember it? Is it clear in your mind? Dear saint, He has called you out of the world, like Abraham, and from His side you are now entirely separate. He has also “justified” you. Not every man is justified, but you are justified. All your past history is finished and you have been set up before God in Christ. You also are “glorified”. Many dear saints confine that to the time when they will receive a body of glory. Well, you will be glorified then but the thought here is that you are glorified now. You are glorified through the gift of the Spirit. If you have the Holy Spirit you have something that people in the world do not have. You have been distinguished. The thought here conveyed in being glorified is distinction. God has distinguished you from the mass of sinful humanity. Do you realise that? Well, whether we realise it or not, it is true. It is imperative that we are firmly established in what God has done from His own side before we come to our side. 

These verses in Romans 8 relate to every person that has trusted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and received the Holy Spirit. However, there are many young children here that do not yet know the Lord Jesus in that way. 1 Corinthians 7: 14 helps such to understand how they are also viewed as separate from God’s side. If a child has even one believing parent, then from God’s side they are regarded as holy. That is, they are regarded as outwardly different from children in the world as being set apart for God’s pleasure. Generally, that involves baptism when the child is committed to each divine Person but particularly the Lord Jesus. Remember that, dear child. It is difficult for you when you cannot do the things that other children do, or go to the places that other children go to. Did you ever wonder why that is so? It is because God regards you as different. There is also a positive side to that. You are protected by God. Divine Persons look after you. You do not even know Them yet. You do not even know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and yet He looks after you. If a child has been committed to Christ as Lord, then He looks after that child. There are also angels who exercise care. The more we spend time in the company of children the more we feel how active the angels really are. Dear child, angels are active in your care. They will come in on your behalf. There are times when it looks as if you are going to harm yourself but the angels protect you. It is not fanciful to say this. If the children do not remember anything else, they ought to remember that they are different and that divine Persons care for them. That is why your parents would have you to be separate. 

When we come to the other scriptures we see how separation is worked out practically from our side. In 2 Corinthians 6, we see that the Corinthians were becoming cold in their love for the apostle. At the end of the chapter we find the reason why. The Corinthians coldness to Paul and to other saints too was because they were beginning to keep company with the world. Many a dear saint has been going on happily and then suddenly becomes cold. You often wonder why that is. Then you discover that they have been keeping company with the world. It is possible for any of us to be affected in this way. Once you look into your own heart you see the tremendous danger you might be in. If you get out of touch with Christ, anything is possible. But there is teaching here. We have seen how we are separate from God’s side. But now this is our side. It is for each one of us to ensure that we are not diversely yoked with unbelievers. The fundamental side has been stressed in these meetings, and that is just the side that is presented here. The main thought in mind in speaking of this scripture is to refer to trade unions and professional associations. To speak practically, the trade union might come to you and say, ‘If you do not join the trade union, you cannot work’. 

That is what they used to say. At one point, in America, the trade union sent a man with a gun to shoot a brother. That is one reason why trade unions have been described as murderous associations. In these days that would probably not take place but the trade union still calls on you at the workplace. It says, ‘If you join the trade union we will look after your interests. 

We will ensure that you will get a pay rise. If your employer is unreasonable, we will come to the table and we will speak on your behalf’. The professional association says, ‘If you pass our exams, we will help you to get a job. You can put our initials after your name. You can say that you are a member of our professional association, if you do not join us you cannot get a job in this line’. They claim they will look after you; they will give you prestige; they will help you out. The test comes down to each one of us. Would you be linked with an unbeliever? Would you be linked with a person who does not have the Spirit? Would you go on with someone who is really a drunkard or atheist or who takes the Lord Jesus’ name in vain? Well, you say, ‘It is going to be difficult’. That may well be the case. 

But there is a positive value in being separate. If you reject worldly associations, the Father will come in for you. It is wonderful to prove that in your experience. You wake up in the morning and you ask, ‘Where is the wage going to come from for today, for tomorrow, for next week?’ ‘How are we going to manage with the pension?’ (as persons say these days). ‘If we keep clear from trade unions and professional associations, how are we going to manage?’ 

Well, you find that there is a Father in heaven who cares for you. Every morning, He comes in for you. You look up to Him and you ask Him for what you need and He provides it. He never lets you down. He wants you to know His love. If you associate yourself with the world and the things of this world you place yourself at enmity with God and you lose out on the opportunity of proving the love of the Father. There is nothing to be compared with His love. 

The trade union will let you down. The professional association could well let you down. There is a Father in heaven that will never let you down. In His love He will provide for you and sometimes He will exert His power on your behalf. It says “the Lord Almighty” in this scripture. He is faithful to His promises and He is able to exert His power. Many have proved this in a very real way. Divine power has been exerted at critical junctures in their lives. 

These days we do not face the same kind of things that brethren faced from trade unions but do we know the Father? Are we prepared to trust Him or are we going to side with unbelievers? This is not a hard line. This is not a legal line. This is simple Christianity. Do we really know the Father? If we are converted, God is our Father, but do we know Him? If we count on a trade union or a professional association, our knowledge of the Father will be weak. It is not that God is not our Father, but we will not know Him as we ought. The Son would love to reveal the Father to us. He is pleased to reveal the Father to those who are faithful to Him. 

Would you be yoked with an unbeliever? Would you get married to one? Coming into fellowship is a test. You find your circle of friends diminishing. It is natural in a right sense to want to get married. There is nothing wrong with that. It is God’s original order in creation. 

But, your circle is limited. We also can become impatient. Do you ever feel like that? Well, God would have us to wait sometimes. We do not get everything just when we want it, but we will get it when we need it. If we are prepared to wait and be patient, God will come in for us. If God sees that we need a husband or a wife, He will provide such. It may not be His will for us to get married but if that is the case, it is usually because He finds something of spiritual quality in our souls. It is clear that among brethren there are a few single brothers who are older, and many single sisters who are the backbone of local assemblies. They are keeping things going locally. Many of them have turned down advantageous proposals, because they had Christ before them and the Father has come in for them. He has stood by them, and has formed something in their souls that has stood the test of time. Well, if it is God’s will for us to get married, if we are patient, He will come in. Remember, that it must be “in the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 7: 39. It is not just that we do not marry an unbeliever. Nor is it simply that we marry someone in fellowship. We certainly could not marry someone without. It is someone that the Lord has in mind for us. We need to wait on Him. We need to be prepared to be adjusted from our own thoughts and preferences. We must wait His time. 

We need to be sure. It is wrong to jump into marriage. We must wait on the Lord for His will to become clear. If we do so, things will work out. God will come in and clear the way. He knows the things that we have need of. He will come in for us. 

2 Timothy 2 is a different setting. In this chapter, separation does not only involve unbelievers. Alas, it may involve separation from persons who are actually Christians. Some have attempted to say that separation here is restricted to unbelievers. That cannot be right. There are many persons in Christendom who are certainly Christians with whom we cannot walk. We need to be clear as to the teaching of this passage because it involves foundational truth. The great house with vessels to honour and dishonour is an illustration of what the profession of Christianity has become. It does not mean that the house of God is dilapidated. 

This passage refers to what Christianity has become in the hands of man. It has expanded. 

Many people have been brought into it and along with them has been introduced false doctrine of the most heinous kind. Here, persons were saying that the resurrection was past already. Currently, persons say the most awful things about our Lord Jesus. If He is your Lord, you will feel that. This relates to a time when the mass is so leavened that something has to take place. Now, there is a seal here and the first part of the seal confirms what has just been said. “The Lord knows those that are his”, whoever and wherever they are. They may even be in Rome itself, but “The Lord knows those that are his”. It is not for us to unchristianise anybody. We can leave that with the Lord. However, where there is moral or doctrinal iniquity and no prospect of purging it out, the believer must name the name of the Lord and depart from iniquity. However, it requires to be stressed that it must be done under the control of the Master. You may have a right judgment but before this action takes place, you must make sure that you are doing it under the control of the Master. You must act when He acts. You must not act before, you must not act after. The Master must be paramount in these matters. Well, someone takes a lead and purifies himself. It is a very strong matter. One is free outwardly and inwardly from all that has become iniquitous. 

Purifying himself from these must involve persons. When an action of this kind takes place in the local assembly we have this scripture before us due to the breakdown in Christendom. We do not claim to be the assembly. We would be very careful before we use the language of 1 Corinthians 5. We certainly go with that chapter, but we go with this chapter as to how it works out practically in a broken day. We do it humbly as admitting that we are not the assembly, but are seeking to walk in the light of the assembly. But it must be insisted on that it involves persons. When this action takes place it is for each of us with lowliness of mind to respect the action of the local assembly. 

This chapter then proceeds to the positive side. Dear brethren, think of the blessedness of it. It says “in separating himself from them, he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master”. You may think if you take this pathway that your service will end. Beloved brethren, your service will begin. There is so much to be done. There are souls all over the world that we can have fellowship with that need a visit. Are you prepared to get up and go? 

It is not always easy to do so and you must have the Lord’s mind before you visit. You cannot move in your own free will. You must be concerned that you are moving under the control of the Lord and in the power of the Holy Spirit. This scripture also requires that in being separate ecclesiastically, we also need to be clear morally. “Youthful lusts” are not lusts confined to persons that are young. They are lusts that you might have at that time which keep springing up in your heart. You have to judge them. Let us not lose our way morally, beloved brethren. Well, how positive it is to “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace”. Righteousness relates to the maintenance of divinely appointed relationships and handling matters rightly. One reason that Mr. Raven left the Church of England was because he was impressed with the way the brethren handled disciplinary matters. “Faith” here is active. Many know from experience how little faith is needed to be a member of a system in Christendom. It is when you leave the boat like Peter, with the Lord before you, that you need active faith. You need to have His priesthood too for support or you will sink under the opposition. We also pursue “love”. Sometimes, it is said, there is no love amongst brethren. Many would dispute that and attest that they have never known such love as they have found from brethren pursuing this line. It is so wonderful to prove it, and to show it too. Love here is the calm settled disposition of the soul and in its fulness relates to God’s purpose. If you pursue this line you are going to have part in the service of God in praise. You will not exactly have part in it in the systems of Christendom. There is prayer and thanksgiving in these systems. There is also individual piety when a person breaks bread, but the Lord’s supper and the service of God relate to a separate pathway. That is the great positive value in being separate. Your part in these great matters preserves you although sometimes there may be pressure on you to give up. You feel the Lord saying to you, “Will ye also go away?” What holds you? It is the person of Christ that holds you and your part in the service of God. It is the stabilising factor in a Christian’s life. If you give up the pathway presented in this chapter you might have more Christians to have fellowship with, but you will lose your part in the Lord’s supper and the service of God. This scripture further says that we pursue “peace”. If righteousness leads, peace will be secured. However, there is also the peace of another world. Peace that the Lord Jesus brings in. It is so very blessed. If we shut the door as in John 20, He will bring in His peace and give character to the service of God. 

Before we pass on, it is important to notice the rest of the chapter. Here, Paul stresses the qualities of the persons who are serviceable to the Master. It says, “But foolish and senseless questions avoid, knowing that they beget contentions. And a bondman of the Lord ought not to contend”. It also says, “but be gentle towards all; apt to teach; forbearing”. Then it says, “in meekness setting right those who oppose”. That appears to relate to persons who are out of fellowship. We would not expect a person who has been taken captive by Satan to be in fellowship. Yet the bondman of the Lord has to speak meekly to such persons as he sets them right. One thinks of Mr Darby’s comment about one who went astray. His comment as to him was, ‘my heart though pained, only yearns after’. Those are the feelings of a man who has acted rightly according to 2 Timothy 2. We might add that this is also the way we ought to speak to persons we currently walk with. 

Let us finish with a touch on Revelation 3. The whole portion has been read but the main point in mind is to see the Lord’s appreciation of persons who are separate. There is blessing in it for you but there is also something for the heart of Christ. He loves to see separate persons. He says as to Philadelphia, they “shall know that I have loved thee”. The Lord Jesus loves persons who have been prepared to take this moral pathway. It is important to notice that Philadelphia does not present a public position. It is rather a moral state. You may be moving according to 2 Timothy 2 but not fully in the gain of what is presented here. The two scriptures ought to go together but we know in our own experience that it is not always the case. This is a condition in the souls of God’s people who are separate outwardly and inwardly. Dear brethren, would you do it for Christ? Would you gladden Christ’s heart? Give Him something in the time He is rejected. What else has He got? Israel has been put to one side, the professing church has effectively forgotten Him, and there are many dear Christians who know Him as their Saviour who are tied up in the world. What has He got? Can He not have your heart? As entirely separate, can you not be here for His pleasure? You need to persevere on this line. You may have been right yesterday but there is no guarantee that you will be right tomorrow. You need to be an overcomer. The overcomer in Philadelphia involves continuance on this line. If you do overcome, the Lord sees someone that He can form and impress upon the great things of God. Look what He is going to do with the overcomer. It says, “him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name”. Would you do it for His sake so that He can have you exclusively for His pleasure? 

May the Lord help us and bless the word. 

Address at Adelaide
29 April 2006 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Romans 8:29-30 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

1 Corinthians 7:14 (JND) [14] For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the brother; since [otherwise] indeed your children are unclean, but now they are holy.

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (JND) [14] Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers; for what participation [is there] between righteousness and lawlessness? or what fellowship of light with darkness? [15] and what consent of Christ with Beliar, or what part for a believer along with an unbeliever? [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people. [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you; [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

2 Timothy 2:16-22 (JND) [16] But profane, vain babblings shun, for they will advance to greater impiety, [17] and their word will spread as a gangrene; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; [18] [men] who as to the truth have gone astray, saying that the resurrection has taken place already; and overthrow the faith of some. [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Revelation 3:7-12 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

Hebrews 7 (JND) [1] For this Melchisedec, King of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from smiting the kings, and blessed him; [2] to whom Abraham gave also the tenth portion of all; first being interpreted King of righteousness, and then also King of Salem, which is King of peace; [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually. …

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Romans 8:28-29 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 Corinthians 7:14 (JND) [14] For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the brother; since [otherwise] indeed your children are unclean, but now they are holy.

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

1 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] It is universally reported [that there is] fornication among you, and such fornication as [is] not even among the nations, so that one should have his father's wife. [2] And *ye* are puffed up, and ye have not rather mourned, in order that he that has done this deed might be taken away out of the midst of you. [3] For *I*, [as] absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged as present, …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



EXTRACT

The Lord Himself stresses the books of Moses, placing them alongside His own words, indeed He says—“if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?” remarkable grace and wisdom to stress thus the value of the Pentateuch. He began there, in speaking on another occasion, not to a large congregation, but to two persons, and they erring Christians. 

Christendom is full, alas! of erring Christians, persons who have turned aside. Not that I am accusing any in particular, but it is a fact, and hence the example set by the Lord is to be observed—“beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24: 27), showing that erring Christians need to have the Scriptures not only read, but expounded. Exegetical works of great value on these books are current, and should be attended to if we to be thoroughly furnished unto every good work. Expositions are of great importance, not that Christians should depend wholly on them, they should read the Scriptures in dependence on the Holy Spirit. The Lord said, “How readest thou?” to one man, and that is a good question for us all. If you read them aright you will be supported in them, they even preach the gospel. An unconverted man would do well to read them, for the Scriptures preached the gospel to Abraham, we are told, and here it is said to Timotheus: “from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. They are able to do that. The apostle says elsewhere, “the Lord will give thee understanding”; He is available to us. 

The Spirit too, guides us into all the truth. We are wonderfully furnished and no one who is ignorant is excusable. In fact, where people are ignorant and have no exercise the word might apply; “let him be ignorant”, 1 Corinthians 14: 38. Very solemn! So we are to read the Scriptures. The Lord Himself says, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life—and they are they which testify of me”, John 5: 39. They are full of holy matter, the most engrossing matter for the renewed heart, able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. The eunuch is a good example; he says to Philip, “How can I (understand), except some man should guide me?”, Acts 8: 31. It is well to have the sense that you need to be shown. The eunuch was reading, but he admitted he was not getting help, and if not getting help in reading Scripture it is wise to ask; I would advise each to do so, to ask the person most likely to answer helpfully. We read of the Lord Himself in the temple hearing and asking questions. I am not going to say He needed to ask questions, as we do, but that is what He did, and then His understanding and answers! It is wise, as I said, to ask questions, but be sure of the person of whom you ask. Philip was a good person of whom to ask questions about the Scriptures; he was a man amenable to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, a safe man, not a man who trusted his own mind. An angel directs Philip to go down to the desert, and the Spirit says, “Go near, and join thyself to this chariot”, and he did. He was a man under the guidance of the Spirit, and Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch; so it is not only the understanding of the Scriptures that is needed, but the knowledge of Jesus, for He is the subject and substance of all Scripture. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 47, pp.470–472) 
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Scripture references

Luke 24:27 (JND) [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

1 Corinthians 14:38 (JND) [38] But if any be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

John 5:39 (JND) [39] Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me;

Acts 8:31 (JND) [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him.
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