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COMMITTAL BY IDENTIFICATION

W. Lamont 

Leviticus 1: 1–5; Luke 9: 61, 62; Revelation 1: 17, 18 

I would like, beloved brethren, with the Lord’s help, to say a word as to committal. You may say it is a very favourite and familiar subject. Often the examples are drawn upon, the devotedness of Ruth to Naomi, and Jonathan to David and many others, persons who were committed to one another. I believe that the measure of our committal today is the measure of our affection for Christ. That is, the motivation in committal would be our affection for Christ. I would love to have the commendation of the woman in Luke 7, “she loved much” 

(Luke 7: 47). We might say also of those women who stood by the cross of Jesus, what a committal was theirs, because they loved Him. Are we committed to Christ because we love Him? Dear young people, are you here because you have been brought up in fellowship, so because your parents come to the meeting you come too, or are you committed to Christ because of your love for Him? That is the true motive of committal and devotion to Christ, the depth of our affection for Him. Would that one loved Him more; would that all here today loved Him more. Paul could say, “for me to live is Christ”, Philippians 1: 21. What a challenge! Because he loved Him! He was conscious of Christ’s love for him too—“the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. 

What I want to speak about today is committal by way of identifying yourself with what you are committed to. Firstly in Leviticus, the offerer lays his hand on the head of the offering. In Luke, the ploughman puts his hand on the plough. Then how cheering it is in Revelation that the Lord lays His right hand on John; the Lord commits Himself to John there in the isolation of Patmos. I trust the Lord will help me to say a short 

word on these things. 

In Leviticus 1 it is the burnt-offering. I expect we all know that the burnt-offering is Christ in all His excellence to God. The burnt-offering comes first in the offerings; the sin-offering comes later as presented in Leviticus. These things are not without significance. He could never have been the perfect sin-offering apart from His excellence to God, apart from His perfection in manhood. He was perfect from the moment He entered the world, as Luke says, 

“the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”. Luke 1: 35. The Lord Jesus was perfect, intrinsically holy. What an Object for our affections! What delight for the eye of God! What delight for the Father to have Him in His presence now. 

The offerer had to lay his hand on the head of the burnt-offering, that burnt-offering which was without blemish. I feel the importance of this, beloved brethren, to learn in committal to identify ourselves with Christ. It goes on to refer to the slaughter of the bullock. What a thing it is to be prepared to identify yourself with the death of Christ! Paul was prepared to do that, he says, “But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”. Galatians 6: 14. Is that true of us, beloved brethren? Is the world crucified to me, am I crucified to it, or do I dabble in it? It is a dangerous thing to dabble in the world, in whatever way it appeals to you; it may be sport, for example. The offerer had to lay his hand on the head of the burnt-offering. So it says, “and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him”. It is a wonderful thing to know acceptance; to know that you are taken into favour in the Beloved (Ephesians 1: 6). Then it says, “And he shall slaughter the bullock before Jehovah; and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall present the blood ...”. It is not Aaron here as a type of Christ; it is Aaron’s sons, the priests; it is the saints, it is you and me in other words. So that 

the offerer becomes the priest. As you identify yourself with the offering, and as you present it, you learn what it is to become priestly. Think of David in Psalm 51 speaking about offering up bullocks (Psalm 51: 19). It was not a small offering, it was a large one. How large is our offering, beloved brethren? How large is my offering? How far have we grown in our appreciation of Christ? I believe that is the measure of our offering. As we come up tomorrow morning, to assemble to break bread, what comes out on that occasion, and does so beautifully, so substantially, so livingly, is the appreciation of Christ as the burnt-offering; what He is in all His excellence, and what He means to God as the One who leads us into the presence of God. How great it is! What a practical matter it is! 

It is also noteworthy that it goes on to refer to the other offerings where the offerer had to lay his hand on the head of the offering, speaking typically of committal by identification with the object of your affections. Would to God it was true in full measure, beloved brethren, of every one of us. It is not without significance, that when the Lord Jesus was brought into the temple by His parents, to do for Him according to the law, that it was the smallest of the offerings they brought, pointing out the poverty of the circumstances into which the Lord came. Following the bullock in its largeness, is the small offering of the turtle-doves or young pigeons, where the priest had to pinch off the crop and the feathers; that which might speak of grandeur had to be set aside as no use in the service of God; yet the smallest of offerings is of value to God. Dear young ones, get on your feet on the Lord’s day morning or give out a hymn, have a sense of the value to God of your offering, however small it may, be. If you start you will find the substantiality and size of your offering will grow; but whatever it may be it is acceptable and of pleasure to God. 

Well, I go on to Luke. It is a question here of 

laying your hand on the plough; identification with that which will be useful in producing right soil in order that seed might be sown, and in order that there might be fruit for God. 

Persons make excuses to opt out. One says, “Lord, allow me to go first and bury my father”. 

Another said, “first allow me to bid adieu to those at my house”. I would say a word of exhortation to myself and to us all regarding the danger of natural influences. Persons have gone astray through undue allowance of natural influences. It is a great danger at the present time. I am not saying there is anything wrong with natural relationships, they are of God and have to be honoured as such—“Honour thy father and thy mother”, Exodus 20: 12. That stands, but there is the danger of giving undue place to what is natural and that can do great damage. So these persons make excuses on the natural line. The Lord says, “Suffer the dead to bury their own dead”. Impossible humanly, but the Lord is bringing out a point that we cannot have anything to do with what is morally dead, we have to leave that. Another said, “I will follow thee. Lord, but first allow me to bid adieu to those at my house”. But Jesus said to him, “No one having laid his hand on the plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God”. I say again, beloved brethren, there is great need for all of us to lay our hand on the plough and not look back. You notice it does not say, turning back, just “looking back”; looking back means you will miss the mark. While you are ploughing, if you look back your furrow will go awry, you will miss the mark, you will get your eye off the objective. 

I think Paul puts it very well in Philippians, when he says, “forgetting the things behind”. It is a fine word that, “but one thing—forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue, looking towards the goal”, Philippians 3: 13, 14. That is like the ploughman, his eye on the goal, “for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. That is the true ploughman having laid his hand on the plough, he does 

not look back. Some of us will remember, when we asked to break bread, this scripture was drawn to our attention; if you lay your hand on the plough do not look back, keep going forward. The end in view is “the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. If you lay your hand on the plough, it engenders faithfulness down here, so you are fit for service, fit for work. Ploughing is hard work and hard work is needed in the testimony, there is plenty of work to do. The Lord could say, “behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest”. 

John 4: 35. That is the end result of the ploughing and sowing, and He says that the workmen are few (Luke 10: 2). So they are, dear brethren, the labourers are few and there is plenty of work to be done. Let us lay our hand on the plough and not look back. That is an exhortation to all of us both old and young. There may be a tendency with some of us, I have proved it in my own experience, to look back and say, Well, is it worth it all? At times of stress, at times of pressure, at times of suffering and sacrifice, the tendency may be to look back, like those in John 6 who went away back and walked no more with Him. O, how that word of Peter’s would come to us, “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast words of life eternal”, John 6: 68. 

That is just a word of exhortation. What is our qualification for the kingdom of God in this setting? It is laying our hand on the plough, and not looking back. Let us be like Paul and go forward with our eye on the great objective, “the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”. 

Now just a word as to Revelation. Time is well on in the testimony at this point. Paul had gone but before his departure all those in Asia had left him; not only had they looked back but they had turned back. What it must have meant to Paul! What it must have meant to the Lord Jesus Himself, as taking account of the testimony, as taking account of His beloved servant, in all his sufferings, all his labours, all his toil. No one ploughed like Paul ploughed, and he had also planted (1 Corinthians 3: 6). He saw the fruit of his toil in Ephesus. Think 

of the Lord’s feelings as He saw all in Asia turning away from Paul! Often we speak about Paul’s feelings about the departure; but I would like to draw attention to the Lord’s feelings about it and the feelings of the Spirit of God about things. So often we are governed by our own feelings, and sometimes we become obsessed by our own feelings. There is a great danger in becoming obsessed; it beclouds our spiritual judgment, being coloured by our own feelings. Let us consider and get the divine viewpoint of everything. That is what John gets here, the Lord appearing in judicial garb. 

We must remember while we are speaking about love for all the saints, that the Lord appears here in judicial garments in regard to the public profession, and it is no different today. The Lord loves all the saints, but in regard to the public profession in unfaithfulness to Him He is girt about the breasts with a golden girdle. He is not free to show His love; that is quite plain from this scripture. Where there are not conditions suitable to Himself He appears judicially as He does here. John is given a review of the whole public position in Christendom and the Lord’s perfect assessment of each of the assemblies. He says to each, “I know”. Sometimes we know what is happening in localities and sometimes we may think we know, and sometimes we can be wrong. The Lord knows perfectly the state of each locality. There is no instruction here, by the Lord, to any of these assemblies that they should have to do with any administrative matters in any of the rest of them. They are each directly responsible to the Lord Himself. I am not saying priestly help should not be taken account of; priestly enquiry is right, interference is wrong. 

The Lord gives His assessment of the whole thing here. John, the one who had lain in His bosom and leaned on His breast, fell at His feet as dead. No wonder! He sees the Lord in His judicial garb, “clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at 

the breasts with a golden girdle—his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power”, Revelation 1: 13–16. What a picture of the One in whose bosom John had lain. “I am meek and lowly in heart”, the Lord could say (Matthew 11: 29). What a picture here, but it is the same Jesus. John was engaged with what is heavenly, he became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. Through the book he is engaged with what is happening in the heavens, and also what is happening on the earth. He identifies himself in Revelation; in his gospel he simply says, 

“one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved”, John 13: 23. He is specific in Revelation, saying, “I John”, he is a bondman. John would say, Now I understand Exodus 21; I understand the Hebrew bondman, the one who would not go free. John would say, I can read that now in a new light, I see the antitype of it before me, the true Bondman. One who was devoted and committed to His God. There is no committal like the committal of Jesus. 

John says, “he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not”. Beloved brethren, we have no need to fear, the Lord’s right hand is for us, in identifying Himself with persons who are prepared to go on with Him. He says, “behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. That does not mean that the Lord Jesus is supporting Christendom. He is not. What He is referring to there, I have no doubt in my mind at all, is to those in Matthew 18, “where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matthew 18: 20. He has regard for all believers, I have no doubt, but I believe the Lord has special regard for believers who are exercised to be with Him in relation to His present mind, what He is saying presently, and what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. 

So He says to John, “Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one—and I became dead”. That is a study for you young people, to read of what the Lord became and what He was made; there is a big difference. He says here, “I became dead”, an act of His own. There is what was done by wicked hands, crucifying Him on the cross, but no one took His life from Him (see John 10: 18). “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the “keys of death and of hades”. Some of us often refer to that remarkable address 

‘Christ in control of the powers of good and of evil’, J. Taylor (Vol.1, p.256). I would encourage the young ones to read it. Whatever we may have been, may we be persons who commit ourselves, for the rest of our days, in affection and faithfulness to the One who is truly worthy of it. Then I am sure we will find what it is to be fully supported by Him in our movements in the testimony. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
9 November 1996 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 1:1-5 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. [4] And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt-offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. [5] And he shall slaughter the bullock before Jehovah; and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall present the blood and sprinkle the blood round about on the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

Luke 9:61-62 (JND) [61] And another also said, I will follow thee, Lord, but first allow me to bid adieu to those at my house. [62] But Jesus said to him, No one having laid his hand on [the] plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God.

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:47 (JND) [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51:19 (JND) [19] Then shalt thou have sacrifices of righteousness, burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering; then shall they offer up bullocks upon thine altar.

Exodus 20:12 (JND) [12] Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be prolonged in the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee.

Philippians 3:13-14 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

John 4:35 (JND) [35] Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes? Behold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest.

Luke 10:2 (JND) [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:68 (JND) [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal;

1 Corinthians 3:6 (JND) [6] *I* have planted; Apollos watered; but God has given the increase.

Revelation 1:13-16 (JND) [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

John 13:23 (JND) [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.



GOD BRINGING IN LIGHT FOR MEN

G. C. McKay 

John 1: 1–9; 3: 16–21; 9: 1–7; 2 Corinthians 4: 1–6 

The love and the disposition of God lie behind the arrangement of this gospel preaching so that the glad tidings might be brought to bear upon us. In one sense the preacher can simply speak of Christ and the great facts of the glad tidings, but the thought in the glad tidings is that it proceeds with divine love and divine feelings and that God Himself should make an impression. If His word enters our conscience, He enters. It says, “The entrance of thy words giveth light”, Psalm 119: 130. Much comes in as God’s word has entrance with us, so that divine operations proceed. 

We were speaking about love in the reading, and I thought now to preach from scriptures connected with God being light. He is said to be love, but it says also that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1: 5). So I would like to speak of the way that light came into this world, and to speak about the present light that is shining, so that we might be affected by what God has done. We know that light is prime in God’s operations. His love lies behind all, but at the beginning of operations in our souls the first thing He does is that He brings in light. The account of the creation helps us as to that. When God was about to work in that troubled and waste scene, the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Divine feelings and activity were there but nothing for God, no life for God. The first thing that God said was, “Let there be light”, Genesis 1: 3. So that is the first thing that happens in a person’s soul, light, in view of something further. 

John’s gospel makes much of light coming in. He wrote in the face of the most terrible darkness that had ever been in the world, the darkness that resulted from men rejecting Christ. How wonderful it was when Jesus came in! He says, I am the light of the world. What a wonderful light shone then, but what darkness exists in souls that reject the light! I do not know what would be worse than that, than light shining and the person remaining in darkness after the light has shone. Perhaps indeed there might be something worse—someone might profess to accept the light and then turn away from it. That is apostasy; one is always challenged to think of such a thing. That is not God’s thought. God’s thought is one of grace and blessing for men. 

John begins his gospel with these statements that assert the deity of the Lord Jesus. The Person of Christ has been attacked and assailed and that is the reason John writes. He is so conscious that persons will seek to deny the glad tidings by attacking the Son of God, that he defends the deity of the Lord Jesus at every turn. John speaks of that One who was in the beginning, the One who was with God, the One who was God, the One through whom all things received being. John is eliminating every wrong thought as to Jesus and the glory of His Person and every wrong thought as to creation. There is nothing outside Jesus; not only by Him all things received being, which would be enough you might say, but he adds, not one thing received being without Him. If you are going to get the gain of the glad tidings and be saved from the error that is abroad you will have to ask the Spirit of God to eliminate every wrong thought, and bring you into the full light of what Christianity is. It comes from God. The light of the glad tidings shines unalloyed. In the hands of men it might be cloudy, it might be distorted and no doubt often is. Every one who preaches feels the test of being able to speak of this matter in a pure and right way. But the divine operations demand that the light should shine; that there should be nothing on your side, nothing on the part of the preacher either, that should hinder the light shining, and nothing in your heart that should hinder the light having its effect. 

John says, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”. A blessed Man was here, who Himself was God, and in Him was life in a scene of moral death, and of literal death too. He was here for men, not to condemn them, it was the light for men. What a blessed matter that is, not that there was some teaching that was the light of men, but there was that resident in Jesus; the blessed living Man here was the light for men. Then it says, “And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not”. It is a terrible thing that the natural man cannot apprehend the light. It has been said that this is worse than natural darkness, because light dispels natural darkness; but when Jesus came in as light, the light appeared in darkness and the darkness was unchanged, that is, the darkness of the human heart without divine operations, without any reception of what God is presenting. It is very important what is in your heart. It is important that there should be nothing to becloud the glad tidings, nothing to distract you, no wrong thought and no resistance. It speaks in another verse of those who received Jesus. Are you receptive to Jesus yourself? Are you receptive of the glad tidings? Are your mind and heart and affections open? Is your conscience going to be exposed to the word of God? That is how we should come to the preaching, that thus there might be a result with us. 

Then it says, “There was a man sent from God, his name John. He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light”, he began to prepare the way; he came to help. It was very gracious of God that He sent John the baptist, he was not the light but that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him; he would point to Jesus. He was an excellent servant, a self-effacing man, making everything of Christ and nothing of himself. The Spirit of God puts on record that John was not the light, saying, “He was not the light ... The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man”. There is no one else who is the light. Others may help you, they can witness, but Jesus Himself is the true light and He came into the world to shed His light on every man. When Jesus came the light was available, the light of life. Jesus said later, “he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”, John 8: 12. We are not speaking of light simply in a cold sense, but it was the life that was in Jesus that was the light of men. The light that you get in your soul through the glad tidings is the light of men. It is a wonderful thing to take the truth into your soul and let it affect you, so that there might be life in your soul, and you might come into the enjoyment of it. 

Now I read in chapter 3 in the section that speaks so touchingly of God giving His only-begotten Son, because it goes on to this matter of how people react to the light, as to whether they come to the light or not. You are tested in the glad tidings. There is a great favour, but there is a test. It comes up in every gospel preaching, and at certain times it comes up critically in our lives before we are converted. In the glad tidings God is trying to gain entrance into your conscience and heart. Of course, He wishes to affect your heart—“God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son”; and the door is open—“that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. That is in a perishing scene where the power of the enemy is so rampant and where the devil operates in the flesh to bring in death, moral death. There is the possibility that persons may believe on Jesus, the One who was raised up on the cross, the One to whom we can look and have life eternal. Do you feel the darkness around? The darkness in this world is getting worse. Are you conscious of that, young, people? They cannot give you this in the school, even if persons are well meaning; you cannot go to the library and get this. You get divine light among the people of God, you get it in a Christian home, where the Scriptures are read, where these things and Jesus are spoken of. 

After this expression of God’s love and disposition the test comes. “For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him”. God is not thinking to condemn. He has provided us with His beloved Son for salvation, that we might not perish. Then, having spoken graciously, He says, “He that believes on him is not judged”. It is settled already, if you believe on Jesus you are not judged. It also says, “but he that believes not has been already judged”. How solemn that is! 

He is bringing the matter forward to affect the conscience, that we might not be fixed in that position of being already judged through not believing on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. The scripture presents 

the love of God, God’s grace, but also there is the truth. When Jesus spoke in Nazareth of Galilee, they wondered at the words of grace that proceeded out of His mouth. Later He spoke to them about those outside Israel who had been saved, “But of a truth I say to you. 

There were many widows in Israel ...” (Luke 4: 25), but it was one outside Israel who was saved; in other words. He began to bring in not only grace but truth. They resented it and sought to kill Jesus. There is grace and truth in the glad tidings; that is what has come to subsist through Jesus Christ. 

So there is the wondrous grace of the gospel. God come in in His only-begotten Son, and then we come to the test. We are in the presence of grace in the glad tidings, but along with grace there lies God’s judgment, “this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light”. It is true of men today, they do love darkness rather than light. You can look at their entertainment and you can see that. It is the human heart, it is your heart and mine according to nature. But then the question is, do we come to the light? 

“For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are”. Now, could I read this scripture and say, I will never come to the light, I am not prepared for the exposure? Light exposes all things, scripture tells us, and that is one of the things that is necessary for this process of salvation that God is setting on in the glad tidings. You are going to have to come to the light, a very searching thing, the secrets of your heart have to be exposed in the presence of God. You do not need to tell others about these secrets, you have to speak about them to the Lord Jesus. Maybe some of them come up in your mind and conscience; you have to be exposed by the light. So your conscience is working; if your conscience is not touched by the glad tidings you will not be saved. There is no real result unless there is a moral work in your soul, so you have to come to the light —“he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God”. 

Now, some ask the Lord Jesus, What are the works of God? What should we work? And He says, “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he has sent”, John 6: 29. In Acts they said to the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? as they were pricked in heart and their consciences were affected. Peter said, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you ... for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2: 38. The light comes in the glad tidings, but you have to take your part, you have to repent and believe in the glad tidings. That happens in your heart. God would help you to repent. He would express His goodness to you; He would not frighten you to repentance, although sometimes God has to allow things that would sober us and make us fear. The preacher might have to speak of the judgment to come, and it is coming, finally and inevitably. Judgment is hanging over this world, but it is all being held back because of the grace of the dispensation in which God is delighting, because the sacrifice of Jesus and His intercession are governing God’s attitude at the present time. When the time comes God will bring in judgment; there is no question about that. The secrets of men will be judged. Now, “he that practises the truth comes to the light”. 

Would you like to come to the light? Are you prepared for that? As you repent, and as you go along with the glad tidings, you will be able to come to the light. Do not be afraid of your sins being exposed, because the One to whom you are coming is the One who has provided for your sins to be removed. 

Now in chapter 9, again it is a matter of the Lord Jesus being in the world as light. He says, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world”. For that length of time, Jesus was available for blessing and help. But what was hindering this man, what was hindering many others who thought they could see, was blindness. 

How am I going to see? How am I going to come into the light of Christ? Jesus would serve us and this man is an example to us of how we might come into the gain of these things. Jesus spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle. I believe that alludes to the humanity of the Lord Jesus. That is, He brings in and applies to this man’s soul the wondrous truth of the incarnation, that God Himself came into manhood, and came near. It is applied to the man’s eyes as ointment, that is as a human touch. Who can understand the incarnation? Nobody really can, it is beyond the scope of anyone, even of a saint, to apprehend the depth of the truth of the incarnation; that Jesus, the blessed One who existed with God in a past eternity, and was God, should become flesh, should take human form and be here as a real Man. 

Then the next point with this man is—“And he said to him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent”. So we have to be marked by obedience. Now, there is another requirement; not that the gospel is a matter of giving you a list of requirements for you to supply, but we would like to point you in the right direction. Certainly God is looking for repentance and faith. Then there is this feature in the man, that he is prepared to be obedient, to go and wash. He might have thought how futile this must be. He might have said, how shall I find my way to the pool of Siloam? No, he just went and washed and came seeing. 

You can understand how he would be affected by the One through whom his blessing had come—“A man called Jesus”, he is able to testify. I think something of his affections were in that. He had light that this was no ordinary man as the Pharisees tried to make out, this was One whom God heard. You can understand that already he would have some appreciation of Jesus. Afterwards when he was cast out and Jesus found him, it says, “Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and said, And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him? And Jesus said to him, Thou hast both seen him, and he that 

speaks with thee is he” (vv.35–37). What a moment that was in that man’s history! Now he understood that blessed Man was none other than the Son of God, and he believed and did Him homage. 

Are you in the light of the Son of God? You might say first of all that you are in the light of the Man called Jesus, the precious Saviour, the One who came and suffered and died for you, and shed His blood on Calvary’s tree. Are you in the light also of the Son of God? Have you some sense in your soul of the greatness of Jesus as the Son of God? He is the One who does everything for God. That is one of the thoughts in the Son of God; the One who is working on God’s behalf in a situation and relationship of love, yet serving in that relationship of love to bring about all God’s thoughts. Also Paul speaks about Him as the Son of God as for men, saying in Galatians that God “was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations” (Galatians 1: 16). Blessed Man. God’s ideal in manhood! 

And the thought is that He might become, as the rejoicing of God’s heart, the Object of ours also, the great and glorious Son of God; the Centre of God’s world; the Centre of God’s thoughts; the Centre of His purposes, the One who effectuates everything for God. Do you love Him, the Son of God? Do we worship Him as the Son of God and do Him homage? We are to have a sense of the greatness of the Person, the One in whom God has effectuated everything for us and for Him. He is to have a place in our affections. “Thou, dost thou believe on the Son of God?” That question could be asked of each one of us. 

Now in 2 Corinthians there is light also. In John where we read Jesus says, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world”. Now He has gone the way of the cross, death and the grave; He has also gone the way of resurrection and ascension. Now the light that Paul is speaking of is shining from heaven. There is a 

wondrous outshining from heaven now. Paul points out that he was not hiding the light. He says, “But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost”. It is not veiled in us, he says, because we have rejected the hidden things of shame, we are not walking in deceit, not falsifying the word of God. As a vessel prepared he was transparent and pure, so that God made provision for the light to shine through Paul, and that the light should not in any way be damaged as it came out in Paul’s glad tidings. If there is a veil, he said, it is in the persons that are lost; terrible expression—“in those that are lost”, ‘that perish’ it says in the footnote. 

There are such. How urgent we ought to be in the glad tidings, so that none that hear the glad tidings should be among those that are lost. The god of this world has been acting in such persons, the unbelieving, and he has blinded their thoughts; the devil is very active to blind men’s minds. He has many activities, but one of his greatest is to blind men with damaging thoughts. He has vessels that he uses for that, persons who will propagate false teaching, and darken souls. What a responsibility these persons have! How terrible that the god of this world is operating to blind the thoughts of the unbelieving! Paul says, “so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is the image of God, should not shine forth for them”, not for them because they are blinded. We need to be obedient and submissive like the man in John 9 so that this radiancy might shine for us. You have to believe the gospel for yourself; it is an individual matter. 

The great light shining in this chapter is the light that is shining in the face of Jesus. There was light on earth when He was here. He was the light of the world, but there is a special radiancy in the Saviour’s face now. The shining is in the same blessed Man, but He has been into death and has glorified God in regard to sin; He shed His blood too, and it avails for every sinner. It is a matter now settled, evidently settled, because He went into death and He was raised again by the glory of the 

Father. There is full satisfaction in the divine sight, and now the One who has done this glorious thing, who has glorified God in regard to sin and has settled the sin question, has been highly exalted and given glory at God’s right hand. He is there and He is glorious and His face is radiant, because the One who is shining is the One who has accomplished redemption. It is a light that you need not be afraid of. There is the light that exposes and brings about repentance and self-judgment; but this is the light in the face of Jesus, a light that believers are not afraid to look at, indeed, they rejoice to behold the glory of the Lord. It shines there for sinners, an uncondemning radiancy in the face of Jesus. What shines in the face of Jesus is what is in His heart. It is the disposition of God shining out in a blessed Man; it is shining out in the face of the One who died for you, so there need not be any condemnation. You have no need to be afraid, because there is a radiancy and a shining in the face of Jesus that is benign. It attracts the heart, so that you might have your heart and affections attached to Jesus, the blessed glorified Saviour. 

The God who spoke at the beginning that out of darkness light should shine is working more vitally now in this closing day. What God does morally and spiritually in the souls of men is far greater than the physical creation. How wonderful it was that God “spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. How wonderful the power of God in creation, but the power of the love and grace of God is a far greater power than what He exercised in creation. What He brings to bear is what He is in Himself. God is love and He brings to bear His love and His grace on the sinner as a mighty power that produces results in man’s soul. The God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine, has now shone in our hearts. I used to think that meant He shone into our hearts, but it does not seem to be that. He has shone in our hearts, as if inwardly, in the depth of my being, where it was so dark, God has shone, light sprung up in the heart. No doubt it is through the 

work of God; He certainly shone in the apostle’s heart. What for? So that the light might shine forth, that is in the glad tidings, “for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. 

What a wonderful light we are in, dear friends, dear brethren, how gracious God is; how propitious the moment! Thus let us face any test the gospel raises; if it is the light that exposes, let us be prepared for the test. God prepares hearts before the gospel, honest and good hearts. That is the kind of person who bears fruit with an honest and good heart, somebody that is prepared to face the light however much it exposes. What makes it easy to face that light, and all the self-condemnation in your heart, is the knowledge that God is not going to condemn you. He is ready to justify you as one of those who is of the faith of Jesus. 

How wonderful it is to be justified through faith in His blood. May we all come into the gain of these things for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
3 December 1995 

 


Scripture references

John 1:1-9 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not. [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John. [7] He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him. [8] *He* was not the light, but that he might witness concerning the light. [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man.

John 3:16-21 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him. [18] He that believes on him is not judged: but he that believes not has been already judged, because he has not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. [19] And this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil. [20] For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are; [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

John 9:1-7 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. [4] I must work the works of him that has sent me while it is day. [The] night is coming, when no one can work. [5] As long as I am in the world, I am [the] light of the world. [6] Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud of the spittle, and put the mud, as ointment, on his eyes. [7] And he said to him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is interpreted, Sent. He went therefore and washed, and came seeing.

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Psalms 119:130 (JND) [130] The entrance of thy words giveth light, giving understanding unto the simple.

1 John 1:5 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

Genesis 1:3 (JND) [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light.

John 8:12 (JND) [12] Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Luke 4:25 (JND) [25] But of a truth I say to you, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, so that a great famine came upon all the land,

John 6:29 (JND) [29] Jesus answered and said to them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom *he* has sent.

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 1:16 (JND) [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood,

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.



SPIRITUAL SUBSTANCE

P. Buchan 

John 19: 25–27; 2 John 1–4, 13 

Dear brethren, I feel the lack of substance myself but it came into my mind as our brother spoke of Luke 8 that you get the thought of substance there and certain women are available to minister it. As I look in the hall today, there are a lot more sisters than usual and we are thankful to see them. Now, in speaking, I am seeking to encourage us to go on in these difficult times through which we are passing. The use of this word substance affected me, as we think of those sisters in Luke 8. 

Then you get these sisters too in John 19. Our brother said that in Luke’s gospel, there are certain women who are available. In John 19 there is one brother available, that was John. It is very encouraging to us because we are reading the book of Revelation locally, where we learn what was in his heart. John was in prison in Patmos and yet full of the glories of the Lord Jesus, and he had substance in abundance. Dear brethren, as I say, we feel the lack of it, though we would be strengthened to go in for it. 

These women in John are by the cross of Jesus. In that first hymn we sang (No. 298), you get some impressions of what that means—“by the cross of Jesus”. It makes you think more about it. We need to study more what it means to be “by the cross of Jesus”; it is for each of us to know what it is. We know where He is now, of course. But then it says, “by the cross of Jesus stood his mother”. I am thinking of this reference to “his mother”, something to affect our hearts. The other sisters are spoken of too, including Mary of Magdala. Now John has this other favour to do. Jesus is on the cross, He is looking down, and He sees His mother there. He says to John, Now you take care of her. Dear brethren, let each one of us seek to be available to comfort somebody else. It is a need at the moment, to be available to serve the saints. I was affected too by the sisters—there are so many sisters who are needed. These are difficult times, we have much to go through, and we are so much looking to gain by it. So Jesus looks at John, He gives him something to do, something to work out. 

That made me think about other sisters who are available. There is something rich about it. It says, “The elder to the elect lady”, that is how John speaks of her. It does not say who the sister is, but it is “the elect lady”. We want to think that way when we are speaking about our local sisters, to encourage them, to think of them that way, that they are elect ladies in God’s grace. He has brought us into the truth—elected us into it. Peter speaks about it too, “She that is elected with you” (1 Peter 5: 13), but here John says, “The elder to the elect lady and her children”. We have the children and we are thankful for them. John was pleased with these children, he knew them, and goes on to speak about them—“whom I love in truth”. Think of John using language like that! Now, dear brethren, are we acting according to the truth? 

At the last local ministry meeting, this matter was raised about the truth—The Way, the Truth, the Life, that was it. And now we have the truth again; he says, “all who have known the truth, for the truth’s sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity”. This opens up a great knowledge of God. How great it is, “from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love”. Then he adds, “I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth”—that is more important. Dear brethren, walking in the truth is what we are to do, not to have it in our heads only, but be walking in it, be in keeping with it. And he says too, ‘Watch what you do’. It is the sister’s responsibility often at the door. People come to the door, they want to come in, but you do not let them in because what they are saying is wrong. They are elect sisters indeed, who can stand for what is right and can say what is the truth and what is not. The same thing happens with our children in school. 

Things are said that are not right at all and the children probably have to say, That is not right. Hear what they say and state, Well, that is not right, it is not according to the truth. 

Dear brethren, we must strengthen the young ones to go on, to maintain what is right because they want to do it for Jesus who has done so much for them, and in doing so, seek to help others. 

Then it says, “The children of thine elect sister greet thee”, that is another one. There are two elect sisters mentioned here. I cannot say who they are, I do not know who they are. But in Luke’s gospel we are told of two named sisters, who are mentioned in chapter 1, Elizabeth and Mary. Even something is recorded of their conversation in the hill country; they were full of substance. May this encourage and strengthen us to go on and do what is right, and to honour and praise Him. In the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
7 May 1996 

 


Scripture references

John 19:25-27 (JND) [25] And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the [wife] of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. [26] Jesus therefore, seeing his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, says to his mother, Woman, behold thy son. [27] Then he says unto the disciple, Behold thy mother. And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

2 John 1:1-13 (JND) [1] The elder to [the] elect lady and her children, whom *I* love in truth, and not *I* only but also all who have known the truth, [2] for the truth's sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity. [3] Grace shall be with you, mercy, peace from God [the] Father, and from [the] Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. [4] I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received commandment from the Father. [5] And now I beseech thee, lady, not as writing to thee a new commandment, but that which we have had from [the] beginning, that we should love one another. [6] And this is love, that we should walk according to his commandments. This is the commandment, according as ye have heard from the beginning, that ye might walk in it. [7] For many deceivers have gone out into the world, they who do not confess Jesus Christ coming in flesh this is the deceiver and the antichrist. [8] See to yourselves, that we may not lose what we have wrought, but may receive full wages. [9] Whosoever goes forward and abides not in the doctrine of the Christ has not God. He that abides in the doctrine, *he* has both the Father and the Son. [10] If any one come to you and bring not this doctrine, do not receive him into [the] house, and greet him not; [11] for he who greets him partakes in his wicked works. [12] Having many things to write to you, I would not with paper and ink; but hope to come to you, and to speak mouth to mouth, that our joy may be full. …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

1 Peter 5:13 (JND) [13] She that is elected with [you] in Babylon salutes you, and Marcus my son.



EXTRACTS

Then on the other hand the friends of Jesus are much better than many sparrows. The friends and confessors of Jesus are not forgotten; the hairs of their head are numbered. The Lord is instructing us in the minuteness of the care and protection of God, so that while there is profound reverence in the sense of His authority, there is profound confidence in the sense of His care; the friends and confessors of Jesus are the objects of the greatest care and interest of God. Suppose one is in the presence of worldly people, and in the sense of great weakness one is just trying to stammer out the Name of Jesus. God thinks so much of it that He counts every hair of the head of such a person. He would not let the enemy pull out one of the hairs of his head unless it was going to further the testimony. If there is one hair less He knows it, and it is a question here of confessing. The extraordinary importance of confessing the Son of man is brought out here. One might be in a shop, or an office, or a school, and the temptation is not to confess the Son of man—not to confess Jesus. But then think of all that hangs upon it: there is a day coming when the Son of man is going to tell the heavenly hosts how you behaved. There is a young Christian, perhaps in an office or school, and the Son of man is going to tell all the heavenly hosts about your just confessing His Name. 

All this gives us such a sense of the minuteness of God’s care. We do not think much of a sparrow, but the Lord tells us that not one is forgotten before God. He does not forget a sparrow, not for a moment! It is wonderful. So nothing in our lives is small. There is nothing small about the confessor of Jesus. Every time you mention His Name with reverence in the face of the world it is going to be told to the thousands and ten thousands. It is worth doing. I would say to young Christians. Mention His Name; it does not matter how you say it. Do not say, ‘I am not interested’, when asked to read a novel, or to go to the pictures; do not get out of it by a backdoor way; it is missing a privilege. Mention His Name and never mind how stumblingly and weakly you do it; you may shake like an aspen leaf but get His Name out. 

Say why you do not go to the pictures. Mention His Name; you hoist the flag of the kingdom then, and all the power of the kingdom will support you. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Luke’s Gospel’, p.153) 

I know that many of us have dropped, perhaps unconsciously, into the thought that “spiritual” 

describes some wonderful attainment on the part of Christians, but it is not so. If you are a Christian you ought to be spiritual. To be spiritual is the normal condition of every Christian; one might say God has had it before Him in giving us the Spirit that we might be spiritual. 

Has God given us the Spirit that we might grieve Him, and that we might allow the flesh—

indulge the flesh? No; He has given us the Spirit that we might be spiritual and not carnal. 

For this there must be correspondence and fellowship with Christ’s death. 

‘The Closing Ministry of J. Pellatt’ (Vol. 1, p.11) 
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