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HOW PRESSURE LEADS TO PRAISE

Habakkuk 3: 17–19; Isaiah 38: 9–20; Matthew 11: 25–30 

WMcK  I suggested these scriptures that we might see how pressure leads to praise. Habakkuk, in the verses read, indicates how there is circumstantial pressure, but that he finds strength in God; the result is that the circumstances do not continue to depress and discourage him but he rises to the thought of walking “upon my high places” and “To the chief Musician. 

On my stringed instruments”. Hezekiah refers to pressure in his own body rather than circumstances. He was sick unto death, and we have the exercise of soul that he went through, but as coming out of it we find that he rises to the thought of the praises of God. In Matthew 11, of the Lord Himself in the presence of the rejection of His works of power, it says, “Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father”. If we apply the passage to ourselves, what is against the Lord’s presence among His people and His works of power in persons and what He is saying through ministry, we are not to lose sight of the fact that all this, as we feel the pressure and are with God in it, is to become contributory to the praises of God. Habakkuk is an interesting prophet. He begins by speaking about “The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see”. His name, as we may have noticed, means ‘Embracing’, but he says in chapter 1, “Art thou not from everlasting, Jehovah my God, my Holy One?” (Habakkuk 1: 12). They are very elevated thoughts of God in the prophet’s mind; then he is alert as to what is going on, according to chapter 2, and looking for a word from God, “Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it” 

(Habakkuk 2: 2). The end of chapter 2 is always timely for us, of course, “But Jehovah is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before him!” (Habakkuk 2: 20). Then we have the prayer of the prophet, and he again alludes to God as “the Holy One” (Habakkuk 3: 3). 

Then he rises to this thought of walking upon his high places and “To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments”. I thought this might be profitable for us to converse about. 

JS  I think it is helpful to see how these things result in some enrichment in what is for God in praise. The circumstances referred to in verse 17 are like things that are adverse, and we might feel at times that things are against us, whereas the point is that he has to do with God in relation to them, “Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah”, he says. As we have to do with God it results in some enlargement and some yield for God. 

WMcK  Yes it does, and if we take account practically of economic conditions about us, we can see that what he speaks about here is becoming more evident among the nations, and the fact that as some of our brethren are unemployed would indicate that what is happening among the nations in that sense is bearing on us. We are not immune from circumstantial pressure any more than we are from bodily pressure, but I think we need to be encouraged to strengthen our links with God. So he says, “Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength”. 

GBG  Does it give us an impression of the supremacy of God that He can use circumstances in the body or in the testimony, or even evil, all for His own ends? 

WMcK  Yes, so one said, “in pressure thou hast enlarged me”, Psalm 4: 1. Pressure is to lead to enlargement, not to discouragement or lack of fruitfulness or the impoverishment of service Godward. It is to lead to the enrichment of what is for God. 

JS  So the pressure in itself will not enlarge us, it is as we have to do with God in the pressure that the enlargement comes. 

WMcK  Yes it is, and I think we are soberly to consider whether we are not heading into a period of severe and prolonged circumstantial pressure economically as we look at what is happening among the nations, and he says, “For though”. While it was not present then exactly, he could see it was coming, and whether we see that certain things may be coming in the ordering of God to detach us from the world and from the earth, and from being dominated by our occupations, would be something 

we need to look into. So he says though certain things may happen, “Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah”. It is God in His supremacy. He is greater than all these things that are about us, but we need to resort to Him, not only because of what may be current circumstantially, but what may yet be coming. 

IMS  Does the expression “be in subjection to the Father of spirits” indicate an intelligent embracing of the circumstances? 

WMcK  It would, so that we have a lengthy book, the book of Job, which typically shows how a man came to “subjection to the Father of spirits”, Hebrews 12: 9. It took him a long time and, as we know, his friends in their rhetoric were no help to him; he could defend himself as well as they could attack him, and it took him a long time to come to the point that he laid his hand on his mouth. The Father of spirits is God, and we want to be intelligent as to inward subjection. 

JMM  In that section to which reference has just been made, the objective is “but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness”, Hebrews 12: 10.

WMcK  Yes, and also that “the peaceful fruit of righteousness” is yielded “to those exercised by it”. So these two features are to be increased among us by pressure, righteousness and holiness. The highest thought of holiness would be what you referred to, “his holiness”. 

JS  In the midst of these pressures due to economic conditions that apply generally to men, the point would be for believers to seek what the mind of God is in these things, to be among “those exercised” (Hebrews 12: 11), do you think? 

WMcK  Yes exactly; and so the word is to “exercise thyself unto piety”, 1 Timothy 4: 7. 

The world has come through a period of affluence, and we want to be preserved from being infected by that. Piety is the great preservative, that we are not influenced in our way of thinking and our manner of living, and the like, but as pious persons and exercising ourselves unto piety we want to bring God into matters. 

AMcK  What does he mean by saying, “he maketh my feet like hinds’ feet”? 

WMcK  Well he is not held down by what is circumstantial. His feet are capable of moving on the heights, I would think. You remember the feminine speaker says of her beloved, 

“Behold, he cometh 

Leaping upon the mountains, 

Skipping upon the hills” (Song of Songs 2: 8) 

which would give us an idea of what hinds’ feet are. Hinds’ feet would be a feminine thought, so that the movements of the saints should be characteristically on this high level. “My high places” would be what has been opened up to us, which is above the earth and outside of the world. Think of this prophet, as he has to do with God in the midst of pressure, saying “he maketh my feet like hinds’ feet”. If God does that it is a substantial matter, it is not some imaginary thing, but it is a substantial practical matter and characterises the saints as having their minds set on “the things that are above”, Colossians 3: 2. 

APG  I was thinking about Paul in Philippians, he rejoiced in the Lord. So you get rejoicing in this section. Paul said, “I have learnt in those circumstances in which I am, to be satisfied in myself”, Philippians 4: 11. 

WMcK  Yes, and it is in that epistle that he says, “Rejoice in the Lord always—again I will say, Rejoice”, Philippians 4: 4. It is the immutability of what is there in Christ, and the Lord’s own movements in John 20 would illustrate the idea of how His feet were moving on His high places. He had overcome death, and He was on His way to bring heavenly light to His brethren through Mary, and also to imbue them with a heavenly constitution by breathing into them. 

JS  Do you think in these more limited or restricted circumstances that God would have in mind, therefore, that we might be led away from the things of the world and the things of earth in view of a greater entrance into the heavenly things? 

WMcK  I think that would be what is in view. So we 

think of John in the isle of Patmos, how limited he was, and apparently there alone, and yet he says, “a door opened in heaven” and a voice said, “Come up here”, and “Immediately I became in the Spirit”, Revelation 4: 1, 2. The more we accept reduction in an earthly sense, and are with God about it, the more we shall see that the outlet into what is heavenly is greater. Would you think that? 

JS  That is what I thought. He speaks a good deal in a personal, individual way here. 

Do you think it is a matter for each one of us to be taking this up in our relations with God? 

WMcK  It is. So that we reach things substantially by spiritual experience. “He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet. And he will make me to walk upon my high places”, that is the operation of God, and I think Colossians would help us to understand that, through faith of the operation of God (Colossians 2: 12), so that there is a realm of things based on resurrection that is outside of all pressure. 

IMS  It was Habakkuk that enunciated the principle, “the just shall live by his faith”, Habakkuk 2: 4. 

WMcK  Yes, it is important to see that. So that in circumstantial pressure faith and piety are two great matters to enter into our experience; “the just” would be righteous persons who are living by their own faith, not by somebody else’s. And we should not individually just be carried along by the brethren. We are to be on the principle of faith ourselves. 

ALMcK. Just going back to Philippians, Paul says, “the circumstances in which I am”, Philippians 1: 12. So he did not just ignore the circumstances, he personally was able to analyse the circumstances in which he was and to see what was in view. Something else was in view in his mind, was there not? 

WMcK  Yes, so does he not say there, “have turned out rather to the furtherance of the glad tidings”? Well that would be an important matter that the thought of the glad tidings is amplified among us as we are with God about what is circumstantial. 

IMS  In the weekend you alluded to the completeness of the Lord’s identification with the condition He came 

into. Does that include what you have just spoken of as to faith and piety? 

WMcK  Yes, because clearly as Man the Lord lived on the principle of faith, and also on the principle of piety. Hebrews tells us He was heard “because of his piety”, Hebrews 5: 7. 

Well these are all instructive matters for us, especially if things are going to worsen. And God may allow that in order to promote heavenly-mindedness among the brethren as well as increased faith and greater piety. He uses these things because, as was said about His supremacy, if He can make even the wrath of man to serve Him. He can make any given set of circumstances to serve Him. For us it is not just His acting to control the forces of evil that would work through men or through nations, but He is furthering things in us which enable us to reach what Habakkuk says, “To the chief Musician”. Well that would be Christ, and then he says, “On my stringed instruments”. Now “stringed instruments” is in the plural, meaning that He is clearly thinking about what will come out of this that others will enter into. 

RG  The extremity of suffering was seen in the Lord, was it not, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46? But then the result of it was that, Thou art holy, Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel, (Psalm 22: 3). Do you think the positive side is that there is something for God in praise and worship that should come out in our experience? 

WMcK  That is what I was thinking, and that the things I referred to which are practical, such as brethren unemployed, and so on, are circumstantial, but what will they lead to? And 

“my stringed instruments” would seem to indicate there is something coming out of Habakkuk’s experience, as he is made to walk on his high places, that is usable among the saints. That is, the service of praise among us collectively is enriched. 

RG  It is interesting when it comes to your next scripture Hezekiah says, “we will play upon my stringed instruments”, as if there is a kind of response collectively to what he is going through, do you think? 

WMcK  Exactly, so now we have “The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness”. Well, God was merciful to him, and Hezekiah was quite despondent, as well he might be naturally, “In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death” (Isaiah 38: 1), and of course the word of the prophet that came to him could not have been very comforting, “Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live”. That ought to sober us that any one of us might get a word like that, because our house is not in order, “Hezekiah turned his face to the wall”, that meant he saw no way out, but still faith is operative, he “prayed to Jehovah”; then of course he refers to what he had done, and that was true, but referring to what he had done was not going to heal him and raise him up. So he goes through a good deal of inward exercise, but he comes through it, and it is interesting that in this chapter he goes from pressure to sonship, and from sonship to fruitfulness. In saying that, it has not originated with me, but many years ago when I was a young man I heard Mr James Taylor speak on this passage, and he said Hezekiah went from pressure to sonship, and from sonship to fruitfulness. Well this related not to what was circumstantial but to his own body. And again, to be simple about it, there is a good deal of physical pressure and illness among us, some with quite young brethren and some with quite elderly brethren. How are all these things affecting us? It is one thing to pray about it on Monday night, which we ought to, but is there any kind of real inward exercise related to this, because “if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it”, 1 Corinthians 12: 26. If one person is going through something that is critical, how is that affecting me even if I am a young person? 

JS  Do you think as we take on these inward exercises relating to what happens in our bodies, it really leads to the acceptance of death morally, so that we come into the praise of God in a living way? He says, “The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day”. Do you think we need to go through these kind of exercises to reach that? 

WMcK  We do, so that the acceptance of death morally is a very great point to come to in our soul experience, that by faith and by the Spirit’s power in some measure we are reaching what actually happened to the Lord Himself, that He went into death and lay in death. Well Hezekiah reached this point of extremity that he “turned his face to the wall”, and then we have these things he says, and he is quite open about a good deal of what he said which had no moral value, that is, “Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter”. But in verse 15 he comes to this, “What shall I say? He hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it”. Well, you come to it that it is God who has done it, and as believers we ought to remember that there is nothing that happens in our bodies that is apart from God. He says, “He hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it”. We may not have thought about that, but if we have hedged ourselves about circumstantially so that we are not much affected by what is outward, we may forget that God still has a means of touching us in our bodies, and that is probably the most testing thing. 

RG  To go back to Job, that you spoke about, he says, after suffering so much in his body, “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee”, Job 42: 5. 

Is that like this, do you think? 

WMcK  I think it is. So he says here, “He hath both spoken unto me”, I suppose that would allude to the word to Isaiah that God spoke to him, but then “and himself hath done it”. 

Now that would direct our thoughts, if we are conscious of being sons, that the Father is dealing with us with that in view. God conducts Himself towards us as towards sons. He is not dealing with us as reprobates or as unbelievers in the world. He “conducts himself” (Hebrews 12: 7), a very feeling and dignified word, towards us as towards sons. 

AMcK  He recognised that the Lord had spoken to him. There is a good deal that happens and we may not hear the Lord’s voice in it, when we should be sympathetic and be attentive. 

WMcK  Well exactly, and if something happens among us which involves sorrow and suffering, although it may not directly immediately affect me, does it affect me because I am priestly, and I am concerned about the whole scope of the testimony and what there is among the brethren universally? What we would certainly look for as a result of certain things that have happened among us in the last eighteen months or so is that our younger brethren would be marked by sobriety and piety, so that things that have happened would not just be uncomfortable memories from time to time, but the thing would enter into our souls. So he says, “Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit”; but before that he says, “I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul”. That is, certain things that have happened are to have a lasting effect, even though it involves bitterness of soul. I do not know if the brethren follow what I am saying. 

JAW  The weaver is mentioned in this section. Is something being woven into the fibre of the believer that is going to yield to God in the end? 

WMcK  Exactly. So that there are examples throughout scripture of persons who were not affected. We can think of Belshazzar and the writing on the wall; and of the man of whom the Lord spoke who said, “I will take away my granaries and build greater”, the word to him was, “this night thy soul shall be required of thee”, Luke 12: 18, 20. Well here is a man who is affected, and he says, “I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul”. 

That would have, I think, a sobering, lasting effect on us. 

APG  Would it result in refinement in a spiritual sense? Malachi speaks about the refiner, does he not? Would that be a result of this, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes it does. So that certain things that are not suitable to the house of God and the service of God are being purged from us by this inward suffering in our spirits and this bitterness of soul. So you will notice that what he brings in here is “the house of Jehovah”. 

Habakkuk does not mention that, but Hezekiah does. 

GBG  So the Father purges and brings forth more fruit. It is not necessary in that setting that there is something wrong. Purging is needed in any case, is that right? 

WMcK  It is, in order that there should be, as you say, more fruit. The Lord speaks about it as we know, “fruit”, “much fruit”, and then “more fruit”, in John 15. So in addition to God’s disciplinary ways with us as His sons, there is the fact that we are drawing from Christ. 

The figure in John 15, although it alludes to the Lord and those who were with Him, yet the principle carries forward that “I am the vine, ye are the branches” (John 15: 5). That is our position spiritually if we are real, that we are either drawing from the vine and bearing fruit, or branches that are unfruitful are cut off. 

WB  Can we say of Job, and also Hezekiah here, that God would make them worshippers? This is what God has in mind with us in going through exercises, that He would make us worshippers, in spirit and truth. 

WMcK  Yes, I would say that, so that all these things we are referring to are not the end in themselves and are not to unduly occupy us as together, save to promote exercise of soul, but the divine thought is that we should become worshippers. So he says, “we will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah”, and in the verse before, “The living, the living, he shall praise thee”. “The living” would include more than Hezekiah. 

JS  It leads to the enrichment of what is collective. These experiences would have in mind that that should be the result, do you think? 

WMcK  It should. So the thought of “the house of Jehovah” would be collective, and one like Habakkuk says, “we will play upon my stringed instruments”, it is a mutual state of life and spirituality, and as our brother was saying, persons are engaged in the praises of God in spirit and truth, a great result morally of this pressure through which he went. 

JS  When he says, “we will play upon my stringed instruments”, it means that we become available to merge in the collective setting, do you think? 

WMcK  Exactly, and see what a change there is in him from chattering like a swallow or a crane, he is now talking about playing “upon my stringed instruments”, which would point to skill in the service of God, especially viewing the saints as in the hands of Christ as the instruments, as David said, “four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made”, 1 Chronicles 23: 5. 

JS  When he says, “I shall go softly”, do you think that would prepare the way in the soul for a readiness for the indications of the Lord, that we become accustomed to looking for some indications from Him? We become characteristically of that kind, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes, so we have the word in Ecclesiastes, “Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God” (Ecclesiastes 5: 1); and then as to Asher, in his blessing Moses says of him, 

“let him dip his foot in oil”, Deuteronomy 33: 24. That is a wonderful matter that your walk now is characteristically an anointed walk. 

WB  Perhaps you can say a word about the instruments which David made. 

WMcK  Well, it would be ourselves, would it not? As it says in 1 Corinthians 8: 6, “one Lord, Jesus Christ ... and we by him”. What we are spiritually is what the Lord has made us, and it is especially that we should be in His hand in view of the praises of God, “we by him”. Do I regard myself as I come into the house of God as someone that the Lord has made, and made in view of the praises of God? 

ALMcK. Would Lazarus of Bethany be an example of the living? It says, “The living, the living, he shall praise thee”. I was thinking of the supper that was prepared for the Lord after Lazarus died and was raised again. The Lord Himself, entered into that pressure, did He not, 

“Jesus wept” (John 11: 35). He entered into that pressure with them? 

WMcK  He did, so in chapter 12 Lazarus would represent this style of life, “The living, the living”, and even though he is not saying a word in that scripture, clearly for those who would have eyes to see, he would be an 

instrument that David had made. 

RG  “My stringed instruments”, the tuning of the instrument would go on during the week and the exercise through which we pass, so that there might be heavenly music on the harp in the house of Jehovah, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes, and that the quality of the music, to speak of it that way, would be increased. There would be greater refinement and greater skill. 

RG  I was just going to ask if you think it should exercise us that there is something fresh each Lord’s day morning as we come up, as a result of the exercise that we have gone through during the week? 

WMcK  Yes, it should. Every week we experience pressure of some kind, and if we are not having circumstantial pressure or bodily pressure personally, yet there is always the pressure that is spoken of in Matthew 11, verse 20, “Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place, because they had not repented”, and then, “At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father”. You might say, as far as the eye could see there was not a single outward result from the works of power, but, “At that time. 

Jesus answering said”. There is a beautiful address of Mr. Pellatt on ‘The Spirit of the Lord Jesus at the moment of entire rejection’. It is well worth reading it if the brethren can get hold of it. There He was, it was the moment of entire rejection, because in the next chapter He speaks about how the Spirit would be rejected, but then in chapter 13 He begins with opening out what He has in His heart about the assembly, the one pearl of great value. But at this point, at the time of entire rejection, “Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father”. What a model for us. We are in times that in this sense are difficult. In the public body the Lord’s voice is not being heard; sometimes it is not even heard among ourselves as it ought to be. 

The way the Lord answered. His answer is not to say much other than what He did about these places, but “At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father”. The answer is in the praising. 

JS  I think we have to learn from the Lord Himself how to carry in our spirits the pressures of the testimony and, at the same time, maintain what is due to God in the service. 

WMcK  Yes, we do. So that we have often referred to it in Deuteronomy 26, as the worshipper comes up, one of the things he says is, in what he has brought for God, “I have not eaten thereof in my mourning”; that is, I have had sorrow but I have not let that impair what is for God, “I have not eaten thereof in my mourning” (Deuteronomy 26: 14). Well, think of the Lord here, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. He retreats into His knowledge of the Father’s operations, “And thou Capernaum, who hast been raised up to heaven ...”, it rejected His works of power; still the Father’s operations are effective, 

“thou hast ... revealed them to babes”. Well, as we have gone through the pressures that Habakkuk and Hezekiah experienced, and have come through to those fine spiritual results, we are among the babes. The babes here are not exactly babes in the sense of helpless infants, but it is the character of the saints as subdued by the supremacy of God and the power of the kingdom of God, and the Father is revealing things to such. So the Lord says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. That is a great matter, because is there any record in the gospels that the Lord at any point ever became agitated and spoke without sensible judgment or acted in haste? In fact the prophet says, he shall “not make haste”, Isaiah 28: 16. You say, How do we learn these things? We learn them from Him in His presence. 

JS  Do you think we learn by observation of the Lord Himself in His relations with the Father? 

WMcK  I think we would, and that is why, as we are affected by the things we have spoken of, and it has brought about a spiritual formation in us, and we are such that the Father can reveal things to us as babes, we then can begin to observe what is in the four gospels and then learn from the Lord Himself in His own presence. I think “learn from me” involves communion. 

IMS  I was just taken by what you were alluding to, these instances of the Lord’s evenness. Would that be included in what He said to Paul, “My grace suffices thee”, 2 Corinthians 12: 9? 

WMcK  Yes, it would, so that applied to the thorn for the flesh that the Lord allowed Paul to have, as he says himself, “that I might not be exalted by the exceeding greatness of the revelations”, 2 Corinthians 12: 7. We know that, like ourselves, Paul at least once failed when he said to the high priest, “God will smite thee, whited wall”, Acts 23: 3. When the Lord was smitten, as it was said, “they shall smite the judge of Israel ... upon the cheek” (Micah 5: 1). He said, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?”, John 18: 23. There was no flash of indignation, no recrimination, “who ... when suffering, threatened not”, 1 Peter 2: 23. I would encourage us to see that we can only learn these things and acquire this character in communion with the Lord Himself in His presence. 

IMS  Is it peculiarly for those who serve? 

WMcK  It is. The Lord really is speaking to those “who labour and are burdened”, and He says, “I will give you rest”. Matters come up in a locality and immediately, because we have such quick means of communication and it is so easy to transmit misinformation, brethren are agitated and disturbed and unconsciously begin to form into little parties here and there, and all that interferes with the unity of the Spirit known practically. The Lord is saying, “I will give you rest”. I do not think labourers and burden-bearers have time to become agitated or to agitate their brethren because labouring and being burdened are full-time matters. 

RG  I was just going to say, agitation breaks communion, does it not? And if we are to learn from the Lord we have to learn in His holy presence in communion with Him. 

WMcK  We do, and as that communion is maintained by us individually, as we come together the communion of the Holy Spirit will be known among us. 

GBG  In Revelation 1 it says, “one like the Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet” (Revelation 1: 13), is that the thought of the Lord not being hasty? 

WMcK  Yes, He is viewed as walking, but it would be deliberate and judicial there, and bearing especially upon the whole public body. But this section, as we are affected by His presence and communion with Him will bring about what He says, “I will give you rest”. Nothing may have changed in what exercises me, but the Lord says, “I will give you rest”. Without spiritual rest we cannot serve God acceptably. Is that right, Mr.McK.? 

AMcK  I am quite sure that is right. I was thinking of how in the offerings the fine flour is referred to. Now that is a certain process it goes through, but when it is refined then it is fit for the offering. 

WMcK  Yes, and that and the oil were not to be lacking in accompanying the offerings, were they? Whether it was a bullock or a kid, the oblation and the oil were always to accompany that. In fact later on God connects His drink-offering with it, as though there is always something for God out of every matter that the Lord brings us through. As we reach rest, the bread of God and the drink-offering will not be lacking. 
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Scripture references

Habakkuk 3:17-19 (JND) [17] For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, And the fields shall yield no food; The flock shall be cut off from the fold, And there shall be no herd in the stalls: [18] Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. [19] Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, And he maketh my feet like hinds' [feet], And he will make me to walk upon my high places. To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments.

Isaiah 38:9-20 (JND) [9] The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness: [10] I said, In the meridian of my days I shall go to the gates of Sheol: I am deprived of the rest of my years. [11] I said, I shall not see Jah, Jah in the land of the living. With those who dwell where all has ceased to be, I shall behold man no more. [12] Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent. I have cut off like a weaver my life. He separateth me from the thrum: from day to night thou wilt make an end of me. [13] I kept still until the morning; as a lion, so doth he break all my bones. From day to night thou wilt make an end of me. [14] Like a swallow [or] a crane, so did I chatter; I mourned as a dove; mine eyes failed [with looking] upward: Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me. [15] What shall I say? He hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done [it]. I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. [16] Lord, by these things [men] live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit; and thou hast recovered me, and made me to live. [17] Behold, instead of peace I had bitterness upon bitterness; but thou hast in love delivered my soul from the pit of destruction; for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. [18] For not Sheol shall praise thee, nor death celebrate thee; they that go down into the pit do not hope for thy truth. [19] The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. [20] Jehovah was [purposed] to save me. And we will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah.

Matthew 11:25-30 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. [26] Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him]. [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Habakkuk 1:12 (JND) [12] Art thou not from everlasting, Jehovah my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. Jehovah, thou hast ordained him for judgment; and thou, O Rock, hast appointed him for correction.

Habakkuk 2:2 (JND) [2] And Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it.

Habakkuk 2:20 (JND) [20] But Jehovah is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before him!

Habakkuk 3:3 (JND) [3] God came from Teman, And the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covereth the heavens, And the earth is full of his praise.

Psalms 4:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On stringed instruments. A Psalm of David.} When I call, answer me, O God of my righteousness: in pressure thou hast enlarged me; be gracious unto me, and hear my prayer.

Hebrews 12:9 (JND) [9] Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced [them]; shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?

Hebrews 12:10 (JND) [10] For they indeed chastened for a few days, as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness.

Hebrews 12:11 (JND) [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it.

1 Timothy 4:7 (JND) [7] But profane and old wives' fables avoid, but exercise thyself unto piety;

Song of Solomon 2:8 (JND) [8] The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills.

Colossians 3:2 (JND) [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

Philippians 4:11 (JND) [11] Not that I speak as regards privation, for as to me *I* have learnt in those circumstances in which I am, to be satisfied in myself.

Philippians 4:4 (JND) [4] Rejoice in [the] Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Revelation 4:1-2 (JND) [1] After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will shew thee the things which must take place after these things. [2] Immediately I became in [the] Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting,

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

Habakkuk 2:4 (JND) [4] Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Philippians 1:12 (JND) [12] But I would have you know, brethren, that the circumstances in which I am have turned out rather to the furtherance of the glad tidings,

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

Isaiah 38:1 (JND) [1] In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.

1 Corinthians 12:26 (JND) [26] And if one member suffer, all the members suffer with [it]; and if one member be glorified, all the members rejoice with [it].

Job 42:5 (JND) [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee:

Hebrews 12:7 (JND) [7] Ye endure for chastening, God conducts himself towards you as towards sons; for who is the son that the father chastens not?

Luke 12:18-20 (JND) [18] And he said, This will I do: I will take away my granaries and build greater, and there I will lay up all my produce and my good things; [19] and I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much good things laid by for many years; repose thyself, eat, drink, be merry. [20] But God said to him, Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; and whose shall be what thou hast prepared?

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 15:5 (JND) [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.

1 Chronicles 23:5 (JND) [5] and four thousand were doorkeepers; and four thousand praised Jehovah with the instruments which I made, [said David,] to praise [therewith].

Ecclesiastes 5:1 (JND) [1] Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and draw near to hear, rather than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they know not that they do evil.

Deuteronomy 33:24 (JND) [24] And of Asher he said, Asher shall be blessed with sons; Let him be acceptable to his brethren, And let him dip his foot in oil.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

Matthew 11:20 (JND) [20] Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place, because they had not repented.

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …

Deuteronomy 26:14 (JND) [14] I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I brought away thereof in uncleanness, nor given thereof for a dead person; I have hearkened to the voice of Jehovah my God; I have done according to all that thou hast commanded me.

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:7 (JND) [7] And that I might not be exalted by the exceeding greatness of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn for the flesh, a messenger of Satan that he might buffet me, that I might not be exalted.

Acts 23:3 (JND) [3] Then Paul said to him, God will smite thee, whited wall. And *thou*, dost thou sit judging me according to the law, and breaking the law commandest me to be smitten?

Micah 5:1 (JND) [1] Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops; he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.

John 18:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 1:13 (JND) [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle:



THE LORD JESUS SPEAKING

A. P. Grant 

Matthew 27: 46; Acts 9: 4, 5; Matthew 11: 28–30; Luke 5: 27–29; 1 Corinthians 11: 23–25 

You will notice these verses that we have read all refer to the Lord Jesus speaking, referring to Himself. When we preach the glad tidings we are really raising the question with men as to where they are in relation to the Lord Jesus. He is the great subject of the glad tidings; He is the One who is glorified. He has been made both Lord and Christ. You cannot say that it does not affect you, because this affects every man, woman and child as to where they are in relation to the Lord Jesus. He has been here and He has fulfilled God’s will perfectly; all that God sought from man He found in Christ personally. What a testimony that is, for all men have sinned and come short of the glory of God. The Lord Jesus has come short in no way, He pleased God completely; He walked here for the pleasure of God. Now God is speaking in the gospel and drawing attention to that Man; He is glorified. These scriptures all draw attention to Him. 

In the first one I read it is the Lord Jesus speaking on the cross. What a time that was! What a time for the whole of mankind when the matter of sin was dealt with fully to God’s satisfaction. What words these are—“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” What a question that was, there was no answer immediately. Think of the Lord Jesus, that perfect One bearing the judgment of God, and He was forsaken. Does that move you, dear friend, to think of His deep feelings, as He “again cried with a loud voice” (Matthew 27: 50). The scripture records the actual words that He used. Think of that given in scripture! It is to convey the deep feelings of the Lord Jesus, this perfect One bearing your sins and mine, dear friend. What words these are! He was 

forsaken, there was no answer for Christ upon the cross, dear friend; He has gone this way that you might find an answer. If you cry to God in your need, God will answer you. The Lord Jesus has gone this way that you might not come under the judgment of God, but that you might come into blessing. Think of His perfection! He was the only One who could undertake this work. What compression there was in these hours of darkness. There is not much we can say about it, but His feelings are expressed when He says, “My God, my God”. 

Christ was a divine Person but here as Man, saying, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Why? What a question that is. As you think of His perfection, it is for you, dear friend, to answer that. Do you know He went this way that you might come into blessing? Think of the sufferings He knew from men’s hands. The gospels speak of them. 

What food there is for our souls in reading of those sufferings. But in the three hours He was suffering from God, suffering the wrath of God, so that all the sin that was displeasing to God might be removed from before Him judicially. The Lord Jesus has accomplished that work perfectly for God’s glory. 

The glad tidings bring out God’s feelings and compassion. May your heart be moved by this that He has gone this way of suffering; no other words have so much meaning, the whole of God’s will being secured eternally depended upon this work being undertaken by Christ. 

Think of His perfection; He knew not sin but was made sin. In Him was no guile, no guile was found in His mouth, everything He did was perfect. What glory is His, and He was the Victim who bore the judgment of God; so that the glad tidings can come out freely and God can administer blessing and dispense righteousness to the needy sinner. May you, dear friend, come to the Lord Jesus and find this blessing for yourself through the finished work of Christ. 

There is nothing left for you to do, but to accept it in faith and come in repentance to the Lord Jesus. 

Next in Acts chapter 9, there is a question raised by the Lord Jesus, in speaking to Saul of Tarsus, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” Think of the appeal in that! Saul was on a pathway of his own will, he was engaged in persecuting the saints. What came to him here was from heaven. The Lord Jesus is speaking today, dear friend. If you are going on your own way, He would seek to appeal to you. Think of the shining here, the light out of heaven, what grace there was in that, so that Saul’s course was changed from this point. He came to know the Lord Jesus, and may you come to know Him. He would appeal to you, He would call your name. As we have been often reminded, his name, Saul, is given twice, the name is repeated, showing God has a special interest in this person. The Lord has an interest in you, dear friend. He would call your name and appeal to you to come to Him; not to continue in the pathway of your own will. It says, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. The scripture shows how fully the Lord Jesus was identified with His saints. Saul was persecuting the saints, the Lord felt that but what grace there was in this. Paul speaks of it to the Galatians that he was persecuting the saints, but he was converted and preached the glad tidings. 

What an example he is of one who is secured by divine grace. Saul was so occupied, so full of his own righteousness, but the Lord brought him into the shining from heaven and to own Jesus as Lord. May you, dear friend, own Christ as Lord. God has made Him Lord. Is He your own Lord? Paul said, “Who art thou, Lord?”, and Jesus says, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. 

Now owning Christ as Lord he was directed into the city where the saints were. Think of what these saints meant to the Lord Jesus. This scripture would bring that out, how precious the saints are to Himself. He raises this question with Saul as to his actions, and He would appeal to you, dear friend, that 

you may have to do with Him. He would lead you to the saints, as He did with Saul when He said, “rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. 

In Matthew’s gospel we have another verse which conveys the appeal in the words of the Lord Jesus. He says, “Come to me”. What a point of attraction He is, dear friend. The Lord Jesus says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened. Saul would represent one who was on a course of his own will, but here the appeal is to persons who labour and are burdened. You may be burdened with your life, or you may be burdened trying to please God in your own strength. What blessing He will dispense to you as you come to Him. Coming involves movement, the movement of faith towards Himself. How attractive He is. The glad tidings are preached that souls might be attracted to that Person “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. Every one who has come to Christ has proved this for themselves. 

He is not only giving rest, but He says you will find rest to your souls. How precious that is, and it is only in that blessed One that rest and peace can be found. So the appeal here is for movements towards Him. Do not stay away. May our hearts be attracted to the Lord Jesus and may we take steps towards Him. Many other things might attract us, many things in the world, but there is nothing to compare with the Lord Jesus; it is only in Him we find true satisfaction, and He says, “I am meek and lowly in heart”. There is nothing in Him that would hinder persons coming to Him; lowliness marked Him—“I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls”. Persons try to find rest in so many things, but in spite of the many things provided for the satisfaction of men, you only find true rest as coming to the Lord Jesus. May we answer to this appeal in these words of Christ, “Come to me”. 

In Luke’s gospel there is a further appeal to one soul, to whom it is said, “Follow me”. As coming to Christ we are to have Him as our continued Object. It says He saw “a tax-gatherer, Levi by name, sitting at the receipt of taxes, and said to him, Follow me”. That word is that you might have Christ as your Object. The gospel is to secure those who follow the Lord. How worthy He is that we should follow Him. So it is a matter of keeping your eye on Christ. 

How easily we can be turned aside if our eye is not kept on the Lord Jesus. If you have an eye on any other one you are bound to turn aside. Peter began to sink when he took his eye off the Lord Jesus, but the Lord reached out and saved him. What need there is of salvation, initial salvation, but salvation every day, practical salvation as we continue in the pathway. There is salvation in keeping our eye on the Lord Jesus and following Him. What ready response there was to the Lord in this man, Levi. It says, “And having left all, rising up, he followed him”. 

Every other thing has to be laid aside. Christ must become our sole Object; it is the only way of prosperity. It says, “And Levi made a great entertainment for him”. He is not thinking of what is for his own pleasure, but thinking of what is for the pleasure of Christ. What a favour it is to have a part in that, as being one of His followers. Christ is our Object and everything that is of interest to Him is to be our interest. His chief interest upon the earth is His assembly. 

Levi made a great entertainment for Christ in his house. How much has been done for men and think of what has been done for you, dear friend; Christ has done everything for your blessing. There was suitable response in this man’s heart, he made a great entertainment for Christ. Like those at Bethany who made a supper for Him; He had become pre-eminent in their affections. How important it is that Christ gets a greater place in our hearts. How many things Satan 

brings before us to take up our time, but Levi readily obeyed this word. What an important matter it is in the glad tidings, as the word comes to us, we should readily accept the word in faith. The epistle to the Romans speaks of it, it is for the obedience of faith. As the Lord speaks to us are we ready to accept the word and to attend to what is said? I think we see that in Levi here, how readily he follows the Lord. May Christ continue to be our only Object. He became Paul’s object from the moment he was converted; he refers to Him as the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. Paul had his eyes on that One. 

Anything we do for Him is to be done as our eye is upon Christ. The Lord had to remind Peter that he had to follow Him and not be taken up with other persons. 

Lastly, in Paul’s word in 1 Corinthians 11, he refers to what the Lord Jesus had said speaking from glory. It is what Paul received from Christ in glory; he is alluding to the Lord’s supper, “this do in remembrance of me”. It is an occasion provided for the Lord, for those who love Him to remember Him. Again it is an appeal directly from the Lord Jesus Himself. Paul says, 

“I received from the Lord”. He received this directly from the Lord in relation to the Lord’s supper—“this do in remembrance of me”. Think of what an appeal that is to the affections of those who have come to know Him! It says of the Lord Jesus that “in the night in which he was delivered up”. That name, the Lord Jesus, speaks of affection, and He has that title in these verses that persons might respond to this appeal—“this do in remembrance of me”. 

May each one of us come to Him, and be found among His followers, and be found responding to His appeal. How much He has done for the salvation of men. Where men were without strength and unable to help themselves, He has come in and brought in salvation and blessing. He would appeal to souls that they might have to do with Himself, and before God, and assess where they are in relation to Himself. He is the test. There is no other Man whom God is presenting. He is the only One who is presented as a Saviour; if you do not have Christ there is no other. 

What a Man He is! May we be attracted to Him, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Peterhead
23 November 1997 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Acts 9:4-5 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Luke 5:27-29 (JND) [27] And after these things he went forth and saw a tax-gatherer, Levi by name, sitting at the receipt of taxes, and said to him, Follow me. [28] And having left all, rising up, he followed him. [29] And Levi made a great entertainment for him in his house, and there was a great crowd of tax-gatherers and others who were at table with them.

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me.

Matthew 27:50 (JND) [50] And Jesus, having again cried with a loud voice, gave up the ghost.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …



EXTRACTS

Every feature of the testimony will be brought in publicly when the Lord comes, and His coming is the goal towards which all spiritual movements tend. Everything in the testimony is really, like the Lord’s supper, “until he come”. Moses, and Aaron and his sons, encamp 

“before the tabernacle eastward”. The priestly company is on that side of the testimony, representing those who with spiritual intelligence and affection can serve in relation to it as understanding that it ever has “the sun-rising” in view. 

Every movement of the testimony is in that direction. God has one thing before Him in relation to the world; He is going to bring the Firstborn into it (Hebrews 1: 6), and His testimony ever moves towards that. It must be so if it is God’s testimony. So when an alarm is blown “the camps that lie eastward shall set forward”. The first movement is with those who are nearest to the sun-rising, representing those who love His appearing, and look in the most distinct way for His coming. Such will be alert, and ready to “set forward” at the first blast of the trumpets. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Numbers’, p.128) 

Now I mention these thoughts, which I regard as important, so that all may be moving on in the truth, that we may be lovers of the truth. The truth is a great point 

with John, and he tells us that the Lord Jesus said of Himself, “I am the truth”, John 14: 6. 

The Lord Jesus is the truth, so that evidently, if it is a question of truth to be decided, we must refer to what He says, or His apostles. If other scriptures seem to us to disagree, because of our lack of understanding, we must defer to the teaching of the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through the apostles. I read these two verses so that the elder brethren amongst us may see the responsibility attaching to us, for I find myself amongst them, and I am glad of this, glad to have a place with them. I am speaking now to my elder brethren here as to the responsibility of paying attention to what is written and what is ministered, to see that the Scriptures have their place in what is ministered, that the saints thus may be brought up in the truth as loving it. John speaks to the elect lady as one loved in the truth; he speaks to her as a person who was herself loved in the truth, and of her children as walking in truth. I wish to bring forward the importance of experience amongst us, experience in the truth, whether it be teaching the truth, or following it, so that, as having this experience, we can be relied on. One of the greatest features is that we should be reliable in what we commend to the brethren, that the brethren may be sure of what we are saying. 

J. Taylor (Vol.60, p.161) 
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Scripture references

Hebrews 1:6 (JND) [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him.

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.
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