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RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE TRUTH

J. Mitchell 

Jeremiah 35: 1–11, 18, 19; 1 Kings 21: 1–3, 13–16 

I have read these two scriptures having in mind, with the Lord’s help, to say a little about the responsibility for the maintenance of the truth that has been handed down. Both of these passages are extraordinarily beautiful and they would attract us and help us to remain faithful to what has been committed to us, no matter what the cost. In both of the passages you will notice the reference to the father. These sons of Jonadab were carrying out the request of their father, and Naboth speaks about the vineyard given to him by the fathers. I think that is something that should help us at the present time. There have been men amongst us who could be given that designation of fathers. Mr Darby has been referred to as the father of the revival, but there were others who were faithful to the truth. You cannot help feeling that as you get deeply into the ministry of beloved Mr Taylor. You can see that, while there was something distinctive in the vessel himself, there were other persons there who were in thorough keeping with the truth, and they could be described as fathers. We have come down to the close of the dispensation, and what has been wrought out in the fathers has been handed down to us. On the basis of responsibility, we are to appreciate it and use it rightly with the Spirit’s help so that there should be formation in us according to God. That is our responsibility in the present day, beloved brethren. 

In the past there was this element of fatherhood that carried the truth, held it in incorruptibility, walked in it and passed it down to us. We have come into a very great heritage. I never feel ashamed of saying that because I think it needs to be said. Some might think that we are somewhat presumptuous but I would like to impress on our younger brethren that we have come into an extraordinarily great inheritance, an inheritance that has been won for us. It speaks in the New Testament of some who bore the burden of the day and the heat (Matthew 20: 12), and these men that I am referring to certainly bore the burden and the heat of the day and preserved us from a good deal. If we follow the example that they have left us we will be preserved from much, beloved brethren. I suppose most of us have thought, Why is it that we have been brought into the light of the truth? You think of the myriads of men there are, the population of a city such as this, the population of a country such as this, and God has seen fit to bring us into an area where the truth is and where it is cherished; an area where it is worked out and is seen in formation practically among the saints. What can we say as to it? It is not because of anything that we have done, it is God’s sovereignty. That should make us all the more grateful for being brought into the area where the truth is known and where the full light of Christianity has been opened up. I have no hesitation in saying that it is the most wonderful area where it is possible for anyone to be. How much we value it would be the question. How much do we value what has gone before and what has come down to us? 

These Rechabites were remarkable men, they valued the commandment of their father. It was not their direct father. If you follow the scripture you find that Jonadab was contemporary with Jehu. He was the man who went up with Jehu (2 Kings 10: 15), and therefore these sons of Jonadab are a few generations down the line. The remarkable thing about it is that the instruction of the father was held inviolate. In the message to these men through Jeremiah, it was not that God was seeking to bring them into sin, God would never do that, He is not the author of sin. Let us be quite clear about that. God would never attract any man, woman, boy or girl into a sinful position. What He wanted to do in this matter was to bring out the obedience and the faithfulness to the 

commandment that was seen in these men, over against His people Israel who had thrown off the commandment, and there was nothing for them but to be carried away into Babylon. God speaks so feelingly of rising up early and sending prophets to them (2 Chronicles 36: 15), and yet they refused the word. They rejected the word so that He brings forward through Jeremiah the prophet these men as an example. They heeded the words of their father. 

Now I seek to use it with the Spirit’s help, beloved brethren, to apply it to our day that we might heed and value the heritage that has been secured for us by the fathers. Jeremiah took them into the finest place in the house of God. The circumstances into which he took them were the most congenial possible to take them into, and it says, “And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink wine”. 

You might say as brought into the house of God they were in the finest surroundings where they possibly could have been. They might have thought. Now that we are in the house of God it is perfectly all right to forget the commandment. But in whatever circumstances these men were, to them the commandment was everything. There was no suggestion of giving it up. What an example for us! They said, “We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, ye nor your sons for ever; neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor shall ye have any; but all your days ye shall dwell in tents”. I am not putting it forward literally. There is nothing wrong with having a house, there is nothing wrong with the things that are mentioned here, but there is a spiritual point in it for us. The things they speak about are things that would minister to man and things that belong to the earth, so that inferentially and typically these men were heavenly-minded men. Their hopes lay not in this scene but in another scene altogether. 

Now I think that is important for us to understand in our day because, while we have to fulfil righteousness, which means that most have to go to work to earn a living, the great point is to see that our origin is heavenly, our destiny is heavenly and our life at the present time really relates to heaven. It does not relate to what is here. We are, as the hymn says, ‘Here for a season, then above’ (Hymn 446), and in that season of course things have to be worked out. I am very conscious of the pressure upon our younger brethren in these difficult days commercially in which we are, but let us not lose sight of the great fact that our life really belongs above; our life is heavenly where the Christ is, as the word says, “seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”, Colossians 3: 1. That is where our life is, it is not here. We are only here as pilgrims. These men did not own anything here. Anything that would root them to this scene they absolutely refused. They had to have a place to live in so they lived in tents—they were pilgrims and sojourners. These are words we do not hear much of these days, but words which I believe are appropriate to Christians. I think they came in very much more in the early days of the revival than they do at the present day. That is what we are, we are here for a season, then above. What a prospect that is, the prospect of being eternally with Christ! Nevertheless our lives can be centred there even now. The verse in Colossians goes on to say, “have your mind on the things that are above ... for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God” (Colossians 3: 2, 3). 

That is our portion, beloved, not just on a Lord’s day, or on an occasional Saturday when we have a fellowship meeting, thank God for them, but every day of the week. We are here as strangers and sojourners, earning our living, fulfilling righteousness insofar as the Lord is able to help us and working out piety which is great gain. 

It is wonderful to think that we are here in a scene where everything is contrary, opposed to the truth and 

opposed to God, but here exhibiting piety. Some of the young men work in banks which are part of the great money system in the world. There is no question about it that that system is what supports the world in all its sin, in all its opposition to God, and yet some of our brethren have to go to work there. What makes the difference between them and the generality of men? The difference is piety, they are in those circumstances with God. That is an important matter and I commend to the young people, especially the young brothers who are heads of houses to “exercise thyself unto piety”, 1 Timothy 4: 7. That means you are here in the self-same scene which is going on to destruction, and all the systems of it are going to come under the unqualified judgment of God, but you can be here as working out things in righteousness and exercising yourself as to piety. 

That is what these men were in a typical way, “And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel—Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his injunctions, and have done according unto all that he hath commanded you; therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, There shall not fail to Jonadab the son of Rechab a man to stand before me, for ever”. Think of the beauty of that, “There shall not fail”, it says, “a man to stand before me, for ever”. 

What a father Jonadab had been, but the idea of fatherhood had come right down the line. It must have been in each of the sons, they took on this great matter of fatherhood and influence. Every one of us is an influence of one sort or another and our concern is that we might be an influence for good. These men, the sons of Jonadab the Rechabites had been an influence for good and were able thus, not only to communicate what the father’s commandment was, but to have such influence in the family that they were able to preserve the sons. I think the passage is a very beautiful one, like a nugget which the Spirit of God has dug out from the history of the testimony and brought on to view, in order that God may use it as an example to His people so that it might help us in our pathway here. 

Now I pass on to Naboth, who is often referred to, but he is a remarkable man. It says, “Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria”. There were these two things in close proximity to one another. There on the one hand was the palace of Ahab with all its grandeur and all its external glory, but there was absolute corruption in it. Not only was Ahab there, a wicked king in Israel, but his wife Jezebel was there, and it speaks of Jezebel as urging him on (1 Kings 21: 25). That wicked woman Jezebel comes into the address to the assembly at Thyatira in Revelation. But alongside Ahab’s palace was Naboth’s vineyard. It might not have looked very large or very imposing alongside Ahab’s palace but it immediately brought out the envy of Ahab. Now I wish to say this, one of the things that will result from men and women who are committed to go on with the truth at the present time is that it will bring out the envy and hatred of Satan. 

There is no question about that. He will spare nothing in trying to overthrow them. That is what was sought in the type here. “And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs”. He had no valuation of the vineyard according to God. Think of putting a garden of herbs over against a vineyard. The vineyard as we know produces wine, and it is that “which cheers God and man” (Judges 9: 13), and furthermore this was part of his inheritance. It had been secured through the children of Israel going over the Jordan as described in the book of Joshua. It was part of the inheritance that had been given to this man and he valued it. As I say, these inheritances have come down to us at cost. Others have laboured and we are entering into their labours. Let us never forget that we are entering into their labours. That should make us value matters all the more. “And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!”. He brought God into it. He said, “Jehovah forbid it me”. We must value what we have spiritually, what we have come into as handed down to us according to God and be prepared to maintain it. The garden of herbs was not on the same level as the vineyard. The enemy would seek to rob you of what is yours, but really what the enemy is at is against God. That is what he is at. Persons going on in the truth are of great pleasure to God. Persons who are going on in the light of the assembly are of great pleasure to the heart of Christ. Persons who are manifesting the truth in themselves are a great pleasure to the Holy Spirit. While the enemy may be against you and me, and he certainly is, he really is against God. That is Whom he is against. He has been against God from the very beginning and will be until God deals with him finally. Let us be clear about that, for the giving up of the vineyard was not only going to rob Naboth of what was for himself but was going to rob God, for the wine cheers God and man. It is very touching as you think about this. Ahab said he would give him a garden of herbs. 

One of the outstanding ways of Satan in these days is that of imitation. There is another, perhaps more serious way, that we might not think about, and that is to hold the truth objectively, doctrinally, without there being any working out of it practically and substantially inwardly in the saints. I think that is like a garden of herbs. This is what the enemy would seek to do. Yes, you can hold to the doctrine, that is perfectly all right, you can carry it abstractly, carry it as a kind of a creed if you like; but what he is against is the formation of the truth inwardly in the saints. And that is what the Spirit is labouring for, that is why He is here. To have an outline of sound words is important (2 Timothy 1: 13). It is important that the doctrine should be preserved in its correctness. Then what is much more important is that the truth itself should be worked out inwardly in the saints and should be exhibited here as a testimony to God. According to Mr Raven, that is the way in which the truth is maintained. The Spirit of God would exercise us at the present time as to knowledge, and there is a good deal of knowledge. We remarked as to the books on the bookshelves, and some may criticize reading them. I never say that, I encourage the young people to read as much as they can, but then alongside the reading there is need to pray it down into your souls, so that it does not just become knowledge held in the mind which will never preserve the truth. That is the garden of herbs, there is not much for God in that, and the enemy will sometimes soothe us to sleep on that line. 

But what the Spirit is labouring for is the truth produced inwardly in the souls of men. In contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints you first contend for it in yourself. That is the way the thing works out and the result is that what is for God is preserved. I do not go into the detail of this, brethren know the passage well, but think of the wickedness of it. I say this without a shadow of a doubt, that the enemy will spare no device that there is at his hand to rob the saints of the truth. Let us be on our guard then, beloved. Let us be on the watch constantly. It needs not only a watch on the general position, but a watch on myself, so that there may be nothing that may give an inroad to the enemy to water down or bring down the level of the truth. You remember in Nehemiah’s day they said, “Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono”. But Nehemiah said, “I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down”, Nehemiah 6: 2, 3. May that be the object of every one of us. 

For His name’s sake. 

Address at Manchester
17 June 2000 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 35:1-19 (JND) [1] The word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, the king of Judah, saying, [2] Go to the house of the Rechabites, and speak with them, and bring them into the house of Jehovah, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. [3] And I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites, [4] and I brought them into the house of Jehovah, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the threshold. [5] And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink wine. [6] And they said, We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, ye nor your sons for ever; [7] neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor shall ye have [any]; but all your days ye shall dwell in tents, that ye may live many days in the land where ye sojourn. [8] And we have hearkened unto the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he commanded us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, and our daughters, [9] and not to build houses for us to dwell in; neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed; [10] but we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. [11] And it came to pass when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come and let us go into Jerusalem because of the army of the Chaldeans, and because of the army of Syria; and we dwell at Jerusalem. [12] And the word of Jehovah came unto Jeremiah, saying, …

1 Kings 21:1-16 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! [4] And Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed because of the word that Naboth the Jizreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and ate no bread. [5] And Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, Why is thy spirit sullen, and thou eatest no bread? [6] And he said to her, Because I spoke to Naboth the Jizreelite and said to him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee a vineyard for it; and he said, I will not give thee my vineyard. [7] And Jezebel his wife said to him, Dost thou now exercise sovereignty over Israel? arise, eat bread, and let thy heart be glad: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jizreelite. [8] And she wrote a letter in Ahab's name, and sealed it with his seal, and sent the letter to the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. [9] And she wrote in the letter saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth at the head of the people; [10] and set two men, sons of Belial, before him, and they shall bear witness against him saying, Thou didst curse God and the king; and carry him out, and stone him, that he may die. [11] And the men of his city, the elders and the nobles that dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the letter that she had sent to them: [12] they proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth at the head of the people. …

Matthew 20:12 (JND) [12] saying, These last have worked one hour, and thou hast made them equal to us, who have borne the burden of the day and the heat.

2 Kings 10:15 (JND) [15] And he departed thence, and found Jehonadab the son of Rechab [coming] to meet him; and he greeted him, and said to him, Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab said, It is. If it be, give [me] thy hand. And he gave [him] his hand; and [Jehu] took him up to him into the chariot,

2 Chronicles 36:15 (JND) [15] And Jehovah the God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up early and sending; because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling-place.

Colossians 3:1 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God:

Colossians 3:2-3 (JND) [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

1 Timothy 4:7 (JND) [7] But profane and old wives' fables avoid, but exercise thyself unto piety;

1 Kings 21:25 (JND) [25] (Surely there was none like to Ahab, who did sell himself to do evil in the sight of Jehovah, Jezebel his wife urging him on.

Judges 9:13 (JND) [13] And the vine said to them, Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees?

2 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus.

Nehemiah 6:2-3 (JND) [2] that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, Come, let us meet together in the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. [3] And I sent messengers to them, saying, I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down. Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you?



DEPENDABILITY

C. K. Robinson 

Luke 9: 34, 35, 51; Genesis 18: 16–19; 

Luke 22: 31–34, 61, 62; Colossians 4: 12; Luke 2: 25 

I desire with the Lord’s help, beloved brethren, to say a word on dependability. I feel the importance of us all, including younger persons here, to become dependable in the things of God. You may say, What do you mean by dependable? The references in Scripture to the acacia wood are of interest in relation to this subject. If you look back to Exodus 25 you will find that the prescription for the making of the ark was that it was to be made of acacia wood. 

Now that is typical of Christ, but in Exodus 26 you will find another very important feature to the construction of the tabernacle and that was the boards of the tabernacle, and they were to be made also of acacia wood. Throughout the whole period of the wilderness journey the children of Israel would come to appreciate the value of the acacia wood. In Numbers 33, at the end of the wilderness journey, there is a history of all their movements, and the last movement there is to Abel-Shittim, which is the ‘plain of acacias’ (Numbers 33: 49). I think the acacia wood particularly brings out in type the dependability, the durability, the reliability of the work of God in the souls of the saints; and what is being developed now is this feature of Christ among the saints. 

So I have read first of all about the Lord Jesus. In every feature of truth that we desire to be formed by, we get the maximum help by looking first of all at Jesus. Hebrews 13 says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come” (Hebrews 13: 8). That is the ark of acacia wood. I read from Luke 9 because I would like to bring out the glory that attaches to God’s beloved Son. As to His Person He ever is and was God. He remains that. 

Inherently in His Person He could not be anything other than entirely dependable. Now faith operating in the saints helps us to see the value of the fact that our faith is in God’s beloved Son and in the glory of His Person. This glory is in John 1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”. We can look at His glory in Colossians 1—“image of the invisible God” 

(Colossians 1: 15), and also in Hebrews 1, “God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, at the end of these days has spoken to us in the person of the Son” (Hebrews 1: 1, 2). He is the true Ark in the greatness and glory of His Person. Christ is an object of worship in the greatness and glory of His Person. Does everyone here have faith in the person of Christ? What a precious matter it is to see that God has centred everything in Christ for His pleasure and for man’s blessing. 

His dependability is enhanced by His moral worth. A book was written on ‘The Moral Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ’ by Mr J. G. Bellett which is well worth reading as it brings out the moral worth of Jesus. Before any feature of dependability is wrought out in the saints we need to feed on the dependability that is in Jesus. He came into a condition of manhood, and in that condition brought out in expression every feature that God ever desired to find in man. 

This is food for the soul of every believer as we are occupied with God’s beloved Son. Mr Darby said about the oblation in Leviticus 2, ‘the hand that struck the chord found all in tune’. Every feature that God sought to find in man He found in Christ. God is operating that our faith might be in that blessed Person. 

Think about the heavens being opened after His baptism and the voice saying, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3: 22. Think about the temptations and His moral glory shining while one feature after another is brought before Him by the devil as he sought to gain dominion over Him. His moral glory and the intrinsic holiness of His manhood are brought out when it says, “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee”, Luke 3: 14. 

How dependable was Jesus! In every situation in His life, His delight was to do the will of God—“thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 8. He delighted to do the will of God. He fulfilled everything that God desired. The dependability of Jesus is food for our souls. The ability to deal with every condition and state amongst men, religiously or humanly, was there in Jesus and He prevailed; He prevailed in the greatness and glory of the perfection of His manhood. He goes up to the mount of transfiguration and the Father said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight—hear him”, Matthew 17: 5. It had never been said before in relation to any person. It was said uniquely in relation to the Lord Jesus. Then He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem. 

Then He went on to Gethsemane. Would His dependability stand? Would He be overcome as the full weight and bearing of what He was going to take away bore in upon Him in the holiness and perfection of His manhood? Luke 22 records very feelingly the extent of how He felt things. In Gethsemane the whole weight of what He was going to take away is brought to bear upon Him. He goes forward and He kneels in the holy dignity of a dependent Man, saying, “Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me—but then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. Was there ever a more striking sight—I say reverently? His sweat became as great drops of blood, and an angel appeared from heaven strengthening Him. Here was a creature under the divine will, coming there and seeing God’s beloved Son in deep prayer in relation to what was about to be taken away, and the angel as a creature strengthens the Creator in manhood. These are holy matters. Then He goes on to His betrayal, to His being taken, and to His trial. 

We need to follow these scenes as we desire to feed on Jesus, with the Holy Spirit helping us to see and appreciate that character of manhood. What is typified in the acacia wood is particularly brought out through these sections. When He is accused He stands there, saying nothing. Heaven looks down and sees manhood in perfection in Jesus standing there being tried; tried at the hands of a Roman system, tried at the hands of a cruel administration and condemned to death by crucifixion. He was put on a cross and from the third hour to the sixth hour His moral worth shines in what He endures at the hands of men. 

Psalms such as 22 and 69 bring out prophetically how He felt. “They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head (Psalm 69: 4), and, “the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me”, Psalm 69: 9. All that came upon Him, yet how dependable He was; and even more than that as we move on from the sixth hour to the ninth hour and think of the atoning sufferings of the Lord Jesus. A divine Person in manhood was made sin. What sufferings He endured at the hands of God from the sixth hour to the ninth hour! He was forsaken when the full extent of the divine judgment in relation to sin and sins was borne and removed by Him. 

Not only was He able to bear at the hands of God the judgment in relation to sin, but believers can say, “himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. Let our faith be deep and real and vital in the Person and worth of God’s beloved Son. We need to deepen in our faith and increase in our personal appreciation of the Person and worth of Christ. 

Redemption has been accomplished; man has been brought back to God for God’s pleasure in virtue of the completed work of His well-beloved Son; by His burial for three days and three nights the man that had offended God has been removed, and after three days He was raised again, opening up a whole new world, based on resurrection and ascension. Jesus Christ is the true ark of acacia wood, and a glorious object for our souls. 

I want now to touch on dependability as seen in Abraham, Peter, Epaphras and Simeon. 

Abraham was one who developed in dependability. You look back over his history from Genesis 12 to here in Genesis 18 and now God says, “For I know him”. You might say the divine appraisal of Abraham at this point was, I can depend on him. The call in Genesis 12, called him out from where he was in Haran, to go out from his people, from his kindred and from his country. He now enters the learning time. In Genesis 13 he has exercises with Lot, and the experiences he has in that chapter finish with his tent being pitched by the oaks of Mamre—a point of stability. In chapter 14 he had the experience with Melchisedec at the time of victory after conflict, reflecting the priesthood of Christ, and then he responds to that in saying he would not take “from a thread even to a sandal-thong” from the king of Sodom. In chapter 15 he receives the word from God relating to heavenly blessing, and then goes through the moral exercises as typified in the birds. He triumphs when he is able to scare the birds away. In chapter 16 he goes through the experience of family matters and what relates to that. Chapter 17 relates to circumcision, and he has to learn with bitter experience that the man who would please God is not of the first order as typified in Ishmael. But another interesting thing in chapter 17 is that his name changes from Abram to Abraham. God is dignifying him and I think God is developing dependability in Abraham. 

So when you come to this part of chapter 18, after a visitation, he comes to a point when intercession is going to be made, and at this point God says, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation ... For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him”. Would you not like that to be said of you? Would it not be fine if God were to look down around this company and to say as to So-and-so, I know him or her? Yet it is true to say from another standpoint that God knew us before we were ever here—that is in divine purpose. How precious that is, but in the ways of God, He develops dependability in the saints as shown in 

the boards of the tabernacle. So Abraham shines in dependability. In Genesis 22 he shines again when God tries him in relation to the offering up of Isaac, looking on typically to the offering up of Jesus by the Father. How precious these matters are. How full therefore is the feature of dependability brought out by the exercises God has with every one of us to bring us through to the point where He says, “I know him”. 

Simon Peter had also to learn that God’s way was not his way. In Luke 22, the Lord says, “Simon, Simon, behold. Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat; but I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and thou, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren”. The Lord is going to teach Simon. Simon thought he could be dependable in the strength of his own zeal, but the incident brings out that at the point where Simon wanted to shine, he failed. There is another comment I would make, that in these scriptures it is often when people are on their own that dependability is tested. Abraham in his experiences with God in Genesis 18 is on his own, and it brings out his dependability to intercede with God in relation to those that were there in Sodom. Luke 22 shows Simon’s weakness, “And the Lord, turning round, looked at Peter; and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he said to him. Before the cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter, going forth without, wept bitterly”. The wonderful matter is that Peter was recovered. In His grace the Lord looked on him. Have you ever had that experience? I am sure most of us have; when we wanted to be dependable, when we were in a situation and we wanted to be true, but alas we failed. The Lord’s love, the Lord’s look, the Lord’s priestly service restored our faith. Then we can help others to get the benefit of such experiences. These are practical and real exercises that we might become dependable. 

When you come to Peter’s epistles he is writing as an old man who has come through to dependability. He 

writes to the Jews who were dispersed about the precious promises, the precious blood and other precious things which are brought into his epistles. At the end of the first epistle he refers to being a witness of the sufferings of the Christ. I feel more than ever that dependability is developed through deep soul exercise and by feeding upon the perfection of the Lord Jesus and His moral worth. The Holy Spirit can then develop these features in every one of us. I encourage the younger brethren to take on this feature of being dependable. You may be thinking of your career and you will be wanting to shine. I know that from my own experience. You will be wanting to be a person who could be looked up to and respected and to be depended upon. In divine matters in the testimony it is equally important, if not more so, that every one of us proves to be a board of acacia wood and to come up to the dignity of it in the days when the tabernacle is moving through the wilderness. 

I think Epaphras is one who demonstrated this feature in Colosse as a local brother, in his local meeting. Paul wrote of him, “Epaphras, who is one of you, the bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God”. What a beautiful summary of one brother’s service in a local meeting. Dependability in local companies is developed by persons taking on responsibility, preparedness in love to serve the saints. If the testimony, beloved brethren, is to be maintained in any locality, and we trust it will be in every place, I believe the feature of dependability will be needed in someone. May it be in every one of us. Epaphras demonstrated his love for his local brethren. If you were to ask him, What are your current exercises regarding the saints at Colosse? Well, I am praying for them earnestly. What is your aim, Epaphras? My aim is that they may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. I think that is really the display of the acacia wood in Colosse. The ark of acacia wood I think is in chapter 1, and the 

boards of acacia wood in chapter 4. 

We need to pray for one another sincerely at this level. I am sure we could do with an Epaphras in every locality, someone prepared to spend time on their knees for their local brethren that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. You look round and you can see exercises in younger ones, younger couples, younger families. Will they stand, will they remain to develop into dependability? This Epaphras feature of desiring that the saints come up to full growth, to the full result of the truth of God for them, I think is very necessary. There are others who could have been referred to, such as Paul, of course, in all the distinctiveness of his apostleship and of his love for the saints. Then John was so dependable that the Lord gave him the book of Revelation. He entrusted it to His bondman, John. Paul was entrusted with an administration. He refers to being entrusted with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God. 

What have you been entrusted with in your measure? Do you feel you have been entrusted with anything? O I trust you do. That I think will bring out the quality of the acacia wood in the saints. Sadly there are one or two who wanted to be but did not measure up to it. One would be Jonathan. I think Jonathan wanted to be dependable, to be faithful to David, but alas he went back. 

I want to finish with Simeon and really the verse speaks for itself. There are two precious features which show that Simeon was a dependable man. It says of him, “there was a man in Jerusalem”. He was a man in Jerusalem and to such was given the precious experience of having the child Jesus in his arms. In the arms of a priestly man, who had proved himself to be absolutely dependable, is the child Jesus. The feature of priestly dependability is shown in Simeon as he has Christ in his affections. May we desire to take on and increase in 

dependability, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
21 November 1999 

 


Scripture references

Luke 9:34-51 (JND) [34] But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [36] And as the voice was [heard] Jesus was found alone: and *they* kept silence, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen. [37] And it came to pass on the following day, when they came down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. [38] And lo, a man from the crowd cried out saying, Teacher, I beseech thee look upon my son, for he is mine only child: [39] and behold, a spirit takes him, and suddenly he cries out, and it tears him with foaming, and with difficulty departs from him after crushing him. [40] And I besought thy disciples that they might cast him out, and they could not. [41] And Jesus answering said, O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you and suffer you? Bring hither thy son. [42] But as he was yet coming, the demon tore him and dragged him all together. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child and gave him back to his father. [43] And all were astonished at the glorious greatness of God. And as all wondered at all the things which [Jesus] did, he said to his disciples, [44] Do *ye* let these words sink into your ears. For the Son of man is about to be delivered into men's hands. [45] But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them that they should not perceive it. And they feared to ask him concerning this saying. …

Genesis 18:16-19 (JND) [16] And the men rose up thence, and looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to conduct them. [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? [18] Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him.

Luke 22:31-62 (JND) [31] And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift [you] as wheat; [32] but *I* have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and *thou*, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren. [33] And he said to him, Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death. [34] And he said, I tell thee, Peter, [the] cock shall not crow to-day before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. [35] And he said to them, When I sent you without purse and scrip and sandals, did ye lack anything? And they said, Nothing. [36] He said therefore to them, But now he that has a purse let him take [it], in like manner also a scrip, and he that has none let him sell his garment and buy a sword; [37] for I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned with [the] lawless: for also the things concerning me have an end. [38] And they said, Lord, behold here are two swords. And he said to them, It is enough. [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. …

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.

Luke 2:25 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him.

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

Exodus 26 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains of twined byssus, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubim of artistic work shalt thou make them. [2] The length of one curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits one measure for all the curtains. [3] Five of the curtains shall be coupled one to another, and [the other] five curtains coupled one to another. …

Numbers 33 (JND) [1] These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went forth out of the land of Egypt according to their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. [2] And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment of Jehovah; and these are their journeys according to their goings out. [3] They journeyed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with a high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians. …

Numbers 33:49 (JND) [49] And they encamped by the Jordan, from Beth-jeshimoth unto Abel-Shittim, in the plains of Moab.

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Colossians 1:15 (JND) [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation;

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Hebrews 1:1-2 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Leviticus 2 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire. …

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 3:14 (JND) [14] And persons engaged in military service also asked him saying, And we, what should we do? And he said to them, Oppress no one, nor accuse falsely, and be satisfied with your pay.

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Psalms 69:4 (JND) [4] They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.

Psalms 69:9 (JND) [9] For the zeal of thy house hath devoured me, and the reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Genesis 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee. [2] And I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. [3] And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. …

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

Genesis 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee. [2] And I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. [3] And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. …

Genesis 13 (JND) [1] And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, towards the south. [2] And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. [3] And he went on his journeys from the south as far as Bethel; as far as the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai; …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …



THE WONDER OF THE GLAD TIDINGS

D. M. Welch 

John 1: 14, 29; Hebrews 2: 9, 10 

I was thinking of the gospel preaching this afternoon relating to what we hear expressed as the wonder of the glad tidings, and how this would lay hold of us through God’s great mercy, 

“but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us”, Ephesians 2: 4. The wonder of the glad tidings begins in this particular verse, “the Word became flesh”. 

Hymn 400 expresses this so well! 

‘God manifest in flesh, O wonder of His universe! 

O wisdom all divine! that takes such blessed, lowly ways To bring to pass its holy purposes in counsels deep, 

That God may find a full response in worship and in praise’. 

O the wonder of the glad tidings! It begins with a Person, who commits Himself entirely to God to accomplish those counsels deep. He commits Himself to manhood, the Word became flesh; a divine Person, God blessed for ever, came into the world in manhood. Another scripture speaks of His humanity, “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”, Luke 1: 35. How glorious the Scriptures are; the comfort of the Scriptures, the encouragement of the Scriptures, keeping us in touch with God in His thoughts and pointing us to the Person before us in these verses. The One whose name is Wonderful; He would do exploits. In the Old Testament, Manoah and his wife beheld him who did wondrously, and it says in Isaiah that His name is 

Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of the age (Isaiah 9: 6). 

The wonder of the glad tidings is that they would bring us into a knowledge of the glory of the Person who became flesh. He did so in His commitment to express all of these great things that God had in mind for men in relation to Himself. So this scripture goes on, telling us of His unique place. He was here characteristically as an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth. Think of the fulness of divine love expressed in this, “full of grace and truth”. Man had been tested according to law, according to demand. That proved nothing to God. He knew that man was on probation for a number of years, things had to be proven to man. But now God Himself was seen coming out in this Person, this Man. He became Man. 

How glorious, how great God is in condescending grace. The Lord Jesus committed Himself to manhood here to introduce before man’s eyes and declare publicly what God desired. It was expressed in Him, as Son with the Father, something that was understandable, a wonderful relationship. No higher relationship could we think of in human affairs than a father with a son and a son with a father. That is how things proceeded. The wonder of the glad tidings begins here for man, “the Word became flesh”, the glory of it impressing us; a glorious, eternal divine Person became Man. This was His own act, He did it of Himself. 

Later in the chapter John sees the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven and abiding upon Him, and thus he knows that this is the Son of God. We ourselves could not understand the revelation of God without the Spirit. 

In John 1: 29, John the baptist sees Jesus coming to him, and another glory of Christ is opened up to him. It is what may be called sacrificial glory, and it caused John to exclaim, 

“Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”. The wonder of the glad tidings is that God would establish what was necessary 

for Him to operate on a moral basis; thus John announces the Lamb of God as the Taker-away of the sin of the world. That was the glory of His Person, He could do that. He could speak the worlds into existence, the same glorious Person. He had the power to do that, the power was always there in Him and yet He takes this wonderful title, the Lamb of God. 

Sacrificially He could take it all up because God desired that man would be retained on the basis of redemption for God’s glory. 

So I have read the verses in Hebrews, for here His lowly name comes before us again, “we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels”. This scripture presents why He was made some little inferior to the angels, that is, on account of the suffering of death. Sin characterised man, sin is a moral stain on the entire universe. God has been offended because of man’s state, man’s condition, but One was here who is great enough to take away the sin of the world, the Lamb of God. He takes it up in obedience, “For it became him”, that is, God, “for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”. The Lord Jesus was the suffering One. The need was on our side. I would say, too, that the need was on God’s side to remove this moral stain from the universe. The extent of the sufferings of the death of Christ reaches everything. It says that at the end of Hebrews 2: 9, “so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing”. Death to Him was death, it was an experience for Him. 

It says in Isaiah 53, “he hath poured out his soul unto death” (Isaiah 53: 12). He was the Holy One of God, holy through and through. We had in the preaching last week about the mingling with oil in the oblation, through and through, intrinsically holy, such a Person He was, a holy Man. He was a holy Man, without sin, He did no sin. We were reminded of that at the Supper this morning; He was devoted unto death. In Luke’s gospel, He says of the cup, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22: 20). Think of the wonder of the depth of committal of this Person! The One who is seen as wholly committed and has title rightfully to everything is wonderful. That is His title, He is wonderful and He does wondrously. He does exploits. In His sufferings, in His death, He removes the moral stain from the universe. That is the far reaching effect which reaches through the coming day. The wonder of it all is that He would bring many sons to glory. 

What He came into Himself in manhood is sonship. His relationship with the Father is understandable and intelligible to us. God could not have done more to set it all out so perfectly in that Man who was here, Jesus, than He did. He could not have done more to bring it to pass than through His sufferings and death. The moral basis is laid, the moral stain on the universe is cleared judicially, and therefore the One we are speaking of has moral title to everything. It is part of His moral glory as Son of Man. 

The question is, How do we see Him now? The contrariety of the day is that all things are not subjected to Him, but how do we see Him? God has crowned Him with glory and honour. He has taken up your case and my case and He has gone the whole way. He has loved His own and He has loved them through it all. Is it any wonder that He has supreme title to everything? The verse in Isaiah 53 speaks of that. It says, “Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death” (Isaiah 53: 12). What wonder is in the glad tidings. It begins and ends with this glorious Person who is before us. What can we say about these things? The glad tidings would be on the line of attaching us to this Person. Is it any wonder then that the hymn-writer asks the question, What have we done for Him? He might not have been in the full light of these things, but the gospel brings us into it all, nothing less than the fulness. This makes us responsible to live as attached 

to this Person, with the kind of commitment that He took up Himself as becoming flesh, total commitment to manhood, for that kind of manhood goes all the way through. His commitment to death has brought us to this point; He poured out His soul unto death. His precious blood has been poured out for us. What commitment, and what a wonder it is to consider this blessed Person once again in the preaching of the glad tidings. May we be attached to Him, may we be helped in our desires for Him. May we have a desire to go in for these things more and more. That is what exercise is, to move into these things. So that while the wide aspect of the grace of God removes the moral stain from the universe. His tasting death for every thing results in a present response of our commitment to Himself. 

Then it has another aspect than that, “bringing many sons to glory”. What glory there is in the many sons even now, for it says in Romans 8 concerning the Spirit, “but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified” (Romans 8: 30). He has freed us from every charge, and not only that, He has set us up in relationship and we can go in for these things. Through the sufferings and death of Christ, the Holy Spirit may be received. As believers and having the Spirit, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. On the day of Pentecost Peter refers to the prophet Joel, saying, “I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh”, Acts 2: 17. While that waits for the day to come, he had a testimony to it in mind that persons can receive the Spirit at the present time. Having received the Spirit we anticipate the day when His Spirit will be poured out on all flesh. What a wonderful day that will be. But there is no greater day than the day in which we live, the day of inward power and testimony. 

Nothing as far as man is concerned is put under His feet, but everything as far as the assembly is concerned is put under His feet. He has moral title to it all, and we own Him thus as our Saviour and Lord, the One who 

suffered and tasted death for every thing to clear the universe that belongs to God of its moral stain, and then bringing it down to ourselves, that many sons might be brought to glory. What wonder there is in all that the Spirit of God would give us through the glad tidings. Our earnest exercise is to be more in the depth of these things. The attraction is to this glorious Person, the Son of God, the Son of Man, the Son of Abraham and the Son of David. He expressed it in His commitment to God and to man, and it was through His sufferings and death. What an experience it was for Him! But He has cleared the universe of its moral stain and is bringing to light the many sons according to God’s purpose. May God help us and bless His word. 

Preaching at Denton, Texas
6 January 2000 

 


Scripture references

John 1:14-29 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth; [15] (John bears witness of him, and he has cried, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him]. [19] And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites that they might ask him, Thou, who art thou? [20] And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. [21] And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. [22] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? [23] He said, I [am] [the] voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the path of [the] Lord, as said Esaias the prophet. [24] And they were sent from among the Pharisees. [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? …

Hebrews 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Isaiah 9:6 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:12 (JND) [12] Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and was reckoned with the transgressors; and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Luke 22:20 (JND) [20] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup [is] the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:12 (JND) [12] Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and was reckoned with the transgressors; and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:30 (JND) [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Acts 2:17 (JND) [17] And it shall be in the last days, saith God, [that] I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your elders shall dream with dreams;



EXTRACTS

The first time they are spoken of is in chapter 18 of the Acts. It says that a certain Jew named Aquila, of Pontus by race, had recently come from Italy. It speaks of his origin and religion, and says that he had just come from Italy, all that before mentioning Priscilla, which shows that God had from the outset given Aquila his own distinction. One might say that Aquila was a traveller. Persons who travel simply for the purpose of visiting sites do not help the assembly; but those who have the assembly in view are very useful. It says in the prophet Daniel—“Many shall run to and fro”. And there is not a period in the history of the world when there has been more running to and fro than now; but, blessed be God! there are some among His own who travel under His hand, and He encourages them. I speak of that, because Aquila originated from Pontus, very much east of Corinth, and on the other hand it says that he had quite recently come from Italy, very much to the west of Corinth. He was a man qualified under the hand of God 

to have a universal outlook. Priscilla, his wife, was with him. It does not say to what race she belonged, because the woman is identified with the man, as it says in 1 Corinthians 11, “the woman is of the man”. There is something else that is said of them; that is that they were tent-makers by trade. They were both engaged in pursuing a single object. Apparently the wife did not leave her husband to earn their living alone; she worked with him. We have therefore here, in the man and his wife, a remarkable combination suitable to the assembly; and the Spirit of God tells us that Paul found them there, at Corinth; he abode with them and wrought with them. They are thus together in very simple circumstances, for when we are put together as Christians, it is not with a view to our advancing our social position. They worked in a humble way in the town of Corinth. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 38, pp.66, 67) 

In all this we may see how much was to be done, requiring energy; and so today the energy of life is needed. To some of us, time is one of the scarcest things, and it is a question whether we are redeeming it so as to fulfil the responsibilities resting upon us. Collectively, much is left undone, many failing to accept responsibility. There is a great need for eldership and there are hardly any workers in that line. Work requiring gift is readily, indeed eagerly, accepted, whereas care for the saints in the sense of eldership, on which the stability and growth of the assembly largely depend, is much neglected. We are to care “with genuine feeling” as to how the saints get on. Thus the energy of life seen in Noah is most suggestive and appealing. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 55, p.128) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …
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