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THE CHRISTIAN CIRCLE

A. McBride 

Mark 3: 31–34; 1 John 2: 3–8; 3: 13–16, 24; 4: 9–14; 5: 6–9, 18–20 

I had in mind to say a word about the Christian circle in the way that John presents it. It is a very great matter that there is such a thing as the Christian circle. It is not a term that is perhaps used a great deal among us in these days, but it had a great place in the opening up of the recovery, and those who are familiar with the ministry of the recovery will know it well. 

We may ask then, What is the Christian circle? Well, as I would understand it is the place Christ has in the hearts of His own, who are united together in the power of the Spirit to one another, and to Him who is the Centre of the circle. We began on Lord’s day with the thought of Christ as the Centre; we sang that beautiful hymn (311), which speaks of Him as the 

‘Centre of glory and love’; that is what He is up there—the ‘Centre of glory and love’. The brother who gave thanks for the loaf spoke very touchingly of when the Lord was here. He was the centre of the hatred of man energised by Satan. In Psalm 22, which speaks of His sufferings as no other one does, He says, “Many bulls have encompassed me; Bashan’s strong ones have beset me round” (Psalm 22: 12). The Lord Jesus went that way for you and me in order to meet the whole question of our guilt before a holy God; He met it entirely to God’s satisfaction. Through that, He has set us free, and He is now a risen and glorious Man, indeed the ‘Centre of glory and love’. He is the Centre of God’s moral universe. How great He is! The Christian circle down here is attached in the power of the Spirit to that blessed One where He is. I suppose Paul’s presentation of the body of Christ would, in a way, be a similar idea. The body consists of believers who are indwelt by the Spirit, who are united to one another and to Christ, their Head in heaven. The function of the body is to express Christ down here. Similarly, the Christian circle belongs down here, and its function, as I understand it, is that in it is God’s witness concerning His Son. That is, the Christian circle witnesses to Christ as the Son of God. Now it is a wonderful privilege to belong to such a circle. It is very wide of course in scope, as embracing the family of God, but in its actual, practical experience it may not be so wide. It would be a challenge to each one of us, and John would raise that challenge, I think, as to whether we know the elements of the Christian circle; whether in our localities we live in the atmosphere of that circle, because it has an atmosphere; its atmosphere is eternal life linked to a blessed Man in glory, the Son of God. 

John in this epistle says, “this life is in his Son”, 1 John 5: 11. That is the life and atmosphere of the Christian circle. 

I wanted to bring out from Mark how it is that we get into this Christian circle, because it is important that each one of us knows where we are in relation to this great and wondrous matter. It is substantial; it is real, it is not an empty circle by any means; you might put a pair of compasses to a piece of paper and draw a circle and you have an empty area between the circumference and the centre; the Christian circle is not like that, it is full of substance. I think we get an impression of it in Genesis 2, the great river out of Eden divided into four streams and it says, “The name of the one is Pison—that is it which surrounds the whole land of Havilah, where the gold is. And the gold of that land is good”, (Genesis 2: 11, 12). The river is a spiritual idea, it surrounds that which is most precious and substantial which the gold, bdellium and onyx would suggest. I would like to bring out that the Christian circle is full of what is substantial. So Mark brings out how we get into it. We were saying the other night in our local reading that the gospels were written largely in the light of the death and resurrection of Christ, and it helps to read them in that 

light. This chapter of Mark makes it very easy for us to look at it from that point of view, because in verse 13 it says, “And he goes up into the mountain, and calls whom he himself would”, that is, it is a figure of Christ in glory attracting persons to Himself; then in the body of the chapter there is a reference to the Holy Spirit here (Mark 3: 29); and then where we read there are those who morally form part of this Christian circle. They do the will of God. 

Mr. Raven used to speak about attraction, attachment and affection, in that order. The Lord Jesus would attract us to Himself and in doing so He would attach us to Himself, and that attachment is by the Holy Spirit. The reception of the Holy Spirit attaches us to Christ. He is the bond between Christ Jesus and His own—wonderful, blessed thing! If we have the Holy Spirit we are attached to Christ. That is how we come into the Christian circle, by way of attraction and attachment, and within that circle there is affection, wonderful divine affection, affection for one another. 

So I thought we should see what John says about some elements of the Christian circle. He begins with what is substantial, presenting the Lord Jesus in the first few verses of his first epistle, largely speaking, I believe, of Christ as out of death, and during the forty days. He says, “That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated”. It is not ‘He’ exactly, it is Christ, it is the Lord Jesus he is speaking about, but he says, “That”. It is to strengthen the thought in our minds that he is speaking about the substantiality that was there in a blessed Man out of death, who gives character to the whole universe of God. He is the Centre of it. This circle is marked by wondrous elements that run right through the epistle—rule, atmosphere and light. We have been helped to understand that God works in an ordered way, and in order to understand the things of God and their relation to one another, we have to go by these great elements that belong to the Christian circle and to eternal life—rule, atmosphere and light. John brings these out in his epistle. He begins from the outside and works inwards. Where we read in chapter 2 we come under rule; we are governed by light and by the commandments. These are great matters of rule that govern us, that we walk in the light as God is in the light and have fellowship with one another. That is, the light of God revealed in Christ, we walk in that; it has its effect on every part of our lives, and therefore we have fellowship with one another; then it beautifully adds, “and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1: 7). How precious that is! Then there are His commandments. We know that we know Him if we keep His commandments, and are thus in Him so as to walk as He walked. We need the Spirit’s help to walk as Jesus walked. 

What a test it is! What a perfect blessed example He is to us! Yet that is what it says, “He that says he abides in him ought, even as he walked, himself also so to walk”. Then there is the new commandment. The old commandment is the Lord’s commandment, “that ye love one another, as I have loved you”, John 15: 12. Then John says here, “I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines”. That is, the saints, as making way for the Spirit of God, can work out this great matter of loving one another in the midst of a world that is marked by hatred and moral darkness. What shines are the features of Jesus, “true in him and in you”, coming out through loving one another. Darkness, which has no place in the Christian circle, is dispelled through loving one another so that the true light shines. 

When we come to chapter 3 we come to atmosphere; we come to the love the Father has shown us—“See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God” (1 John 3: 1)—that is the atmosphere which the Christian breathes, the atmosphere of eternal life, the atmosphere of divine love. “For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not”, (verse 1). You will find as you go through this book that John constantly makes a difference between what is inside the Christian circle and what is in the world. The difference is clear, absolutely clear, and you cannot mix these two things. He says to the young men, “If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him”, (1 

John 2: 15). That is, we know nothing of family affections if we love the world. That world crucified our Saviour and put Him to death. But inside this blessed circle there is love for Christ and love for one another. And he says, “Do not wonder, brethren, if the world hate you”. It has been said, that as sheep of the flock of Jesus the world despises us, but as children of God the world hates us, because there is a display in the children of God of the nature of God. The world is marked by darkness, the Christian circle is marked by light. The world is marked by hatred, the Christian circle is marked by love. 

So he says, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”. What a beautiful expression that is, “love the brethren”. Who are the brethren? They are those who belong to Christ whom He has Himself dignified by that very word to Mary, “go to my brethren”, John 20: 17. It says, “We know that we have passed from death to live, because we love the brethren”. That is called ‘taking soundings’. John’s line is that we can test where we are at any time. An aged brother locally, who spent much of his life at sea, sometimes tells us about this verse. He says it is ‘dead reckoning’; that is, you can take a sounding from this verse and know you have passed from death to life if you love the brethren. Dead reckoning is a nautical expression for what they did in his younger days at sea when approaching land or harbour when visibility was poor. They would put a weighted line overboard to touch the bottom of the sea and could tell from marks on it how deep the water was beneath them. They were entirely dependent on this line and its markings. If it showed the water getting shallow there could be danger, but if they found the harbour channel they knew they 

were nearly home. Now we are nearly home, dear brethren, all around is dark, so let us keep taking soundings and keep in the depths of the love of God. 

Then he says some strong things, “Every one that hates his brother is a murderer”, what an awful thing that is. But then in verse 16, “Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us”. Love was never fully shown until Jesus died. There were suggestions and illustrations of it beginning from Genesis 22 where we have the first reference to it, but for love to be shown required the death of Christ. That was the supreme example of love when Jesus died. Every week as we see the loaf on the table, we are reminded of the supreme expression of love in that blessed Man who gave His life for us. He has laid down His life for us, and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives. That means the principle of sacrifice enters into the Christian circle. 

In 1 John 4 it is not exactly the Father, it is God, the greatness of the love of God, “Herein as to us has been manifested the love of God, that God has sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him”. O, let us be touched by divine affections seen in God sending His only begotten Son in view of our salvation. It says, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins”. How wondrous that is! Let the love of God flood into our hearts; let us accept, appreciate and appropriate the greatness of such love that has reached out to all of us. So, “Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time—if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us”. These are very real and blessed things. The testimony to them is the Spirit of God, “Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit”. From that the testimony goes out. Another feature of the Christian circle is that there is here a witness to God and to his Son, as it says, “And we have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world”. How blessed to go out with the gospel, as our young men do; they stand on the street corner, and preach Christ as the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. So there is a wonderful testimony going out from the Christian circle, going out in the richness and substantiality of what is inside. The conviction and the confirmation of these things is by the Spirit of God in our hearts. 

All through this epistle John makes very beautiful references to the Spirit of God. Where we read in 1 John 2, “Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines”, involves that the Spirit of God is having His way with us, and we are being formed after Christ. Then he speaks to the little children too of the Spirit as the Unction, he says, “And ye have the unction from the holy one, and ye know all things”, 1 John 2: 20. Even the simplest believer can be proof against all that is in the world around us. The Unction would strengthen the young people against the power of what is antichristian and against God. 

Then we have this beautiful word, “we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given to us”, 1 John 3: 24. Then in chapter 4 we have the Spirit of God which is able to discern the evil spirits. It says, “many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby ye know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God” (1 John 4: 1–3). We are in a world where the power of Satan is known; we see it and we feel it, especially in these last days when men make bold statements about the Person of Christ. They make bold statements as to what they think about His birth, what they think about His death and what they think about His resurrection; the devil is in all that. The Spirit of God, who is greater than he that is in the world, would reinforce the mind of the believer against all these things. He would impress us with the substantiality of the Christian circle, because there, Jesus Christ and all that belongs to His holy Person is held and treasured in love and integrity. We have been having readings locally on the food of the offerings, and I think food, the right kind of food, has a direct bearing on our discernment of these evil things. Occupation with Christ, the blessedness of this One in the perfection of His offering would reinforce our minds and affections so that we may hold to the purity and absolute perfection of the humanity of our blessed Lord. 

Then in 1 John 5 we come to another reference as to the Spirit who is the Witness, God’s Witness concerning His Son. It says, “This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus the Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth”. That is an allusion, I believe, not only to the incoming of Jesus, but to His death. He came by water and by blood. Now that is light. We have had rule, atmosphere, and now we come to light. The light of God is His witness concerning His Son, and that comes from the source of where Christ is. A witness always carries us back to the source from which it comes. The water is for cleansing. How much it is needed! The blood is for reassurance, how much that is needed! The Spirit as the truth is to make it good in our hearts so that we are held in relation to Christ where He is. Now Christ where He is is the occupation of those in the Christian circle; He is the Centre of it and of their affections. 

John starts from the outside and works inward. He begins at the outer limits of it when he speaks about walking in the light and having fellowship with one another. That is where the perimeter of this wonderful circle would be known in our localities, but he is bringing us in by way of rule, atmosphere and light into the very centre. We have a witness as to Christ, and that witness is God’s witness concerning His Son. How blessed that is. It brings us into the enjoyment and the reality of eternal life. Eternal life does not belong to this world which is a scene of death through which we pass. The Christian circle is an entirely different sphere from what the world is, entirely apart from it, although in it; but it has its own atmosphere and its own source of love, and its own quality of life. It is eternal life, because it is all in that blessed One of whom the witness is. So he says, “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that is true; and we are in him that is true, in his Son Jesus Christ”. How blessed to be at the very centre and to rest in the knowledge that we are in that One. How wonderful that is! 

We are in Him; “in” is power, but it is also communion, it is also nearness, “we are in him that is true, in his Son Jesus Christ”. Then, “He is the true God and eternal life”. That is something else that marks the Christian circle, an appreciation of the Person of Christ, and a note of worship would arise in our hearts when we think of Him as the true God and eternal life. Hence John says, “Children, keep yourselves from idols” (1 John 5: 21). Beloved brethren, let us finish with a note of worship in our hearts to Him who is the Centre of this wonderful circle, the circle of love and life. 

May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
21 May 1994 

 


Scripture references

Mark 3:31-34 (JND) [31] And his brethren and his mother come, and standing without sent to him calling him. [32] And a crowd sat around him. And they said to him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek thee without. [33] And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother or my brethren? [34] And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren:

1 John 2:3-8 (JND) [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. [4] He that says, I know him, and does not keep his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; [5] but whoever keeps his word, in him verily the love of God is perfected. Hereby we know that we are in him. [6] He that says he abides in him ought, even as *he* walked, himself also [so] to walk. [7] Beloved, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment, which ye have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye heard. [8] Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines.

1 John 3:13-24 (JND) [13] Do not wonder, brethren, if the world hate you. [14] *We* know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love [his] brother abides in death. [15] Every one that hates his brother is a murderer, and ye know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives. [17] But whoso may have the world's substance, and see his brother having need, and shut up his bowels from him, how abides the love of God in him? [18] Children, let us not love with word, nor with tongue, but in deed and in truth. [19] And hereby we shall know that we are of the truth, and shall persuade our hearts before him [20] that if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and knows all things. [21] Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, we have boldness towards God, [22] and whatsoever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments, and practise the things which are pleasing in his sight. [23] And this is his commandment, that we believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and that we love one another, even as he has given us commandment. [24] And he that keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given to us.

1 John 4:9-14 (JND) [9] Herein as to us has been manifested the love of God, that God has sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. [10] Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins. [11] Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has seen God at any time: if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit. [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world.

1 John 5:6-20 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth. [7] For they that bear witness are three: [8] the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one. [9] If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater. For this is the witness of God [which] he has witnessed concerning his Son. [10] He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself; he that does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness which God has witnessed concerning his Son. [11] And this is the witness, that God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son. [12] He that has the Son has life: he that has not the Son of God has not life. [13] These things have I written to you that ye may know that ye have eternal life who believe on the name of the Son of God. [14] And this is the boldness which we have towards him, that if we ask him anything according to his will he hears us. [15] And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him. [16] If any one see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life, for those that do not sin unto death. There is a sin to death: I do not say of that that he should make a request. [17] Every unrighteousness is sin; and there is a sin not to death. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Psalms 22:12 (JND) [12] Many bulls have encompassed me; Bashan's strong ones have beset me round.

1 John 5:11 (JND) [11] And this is the witness, that God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2:11-12 (JND) [11] The name of the one is Pison: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Havilah, where the gold is. [12] And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and the onyx stone are there.

Mark 3:29 (JND) [29] but whosoever shall speak injuriously against the Holy Spirit, to eternity has no forgiveness; but lies under the guilt of an everlasting sin;

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 15:12 (JND) [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.

1 John 3:1 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not.

John 2:15 (JND) [15] and, having made a scourge of cords, he cast [them] all out of the temple, both the sheep and the oxen; and he poured out the change of the money-changers, and overturned the tables,

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

1 John 4 (JND) [1] Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, if they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world. [2] Hereby ye know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; [3] and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God: and this is that [power] of the antichrist, [of] which ye have heard that it comes, and now it is already in the world. …

1 John 2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. …

1 John 2:20 (JND) [20] And *ye* have [the] unction from the holy [one], and ye know all things.

1 John 3:24 (JND) [24] And he that keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given to us.

1 John 4:1-3 (JND) [1] Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, if they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world. [2] Hereby ye know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; [3] and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God: and this is that [power] of the antichrist, [of] which ye have heard that it comes, and now it is already in the world.

1 John 5 (JND) [1] Every one that believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God; and every one that loves him that has begotten loves also him that is begotten of him. [2] Hereby know we that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments. [3] For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments; and his commandments are not grievous. …

1 John 5:21 (JND) [21] Children, keep yourselves from idols.



EARLY PREACHINGS OF THE GOSPEL

J. Renton 

Acts 2: 36–38; 3: 19–21; 4: 8–12; 11: 20–26 

I would just like to say a few words about these early preachings. I would like to refer to chapter 2 of Acts because that is the first preaching, and there is a certain freshness and power about that preaching. I did not read the whole preaching; it is the longest of these preachings we have read about in these chapters. Peter goes over the whole history, the whole matter of the intervention of God in the Lord Jesus, how He was, it says, delivered up “by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by the hand of lawless men, have crucified and slain. 

Whom God has raised up” (Acts 2: 23, 24). The great subject of the first preaching was the resurrection of the Lord Jesus from among the dead. That was the great testimony rendered that called for faith on the part of souls. Now that is still the subject of the gospel, because the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ involves a work completed. 

We read of the Lord Jesus in the gospels and it is very interesting to read about His movements; but all the gospels end with the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and His burial too. So the gospel goes out in the book of the Acts from the standpoint of the work undertaken by the Lord Jesus being completed, and His being highly exalted; showing God’s satisfaction. His complete pleasure in that finished work, and then proclaiming it, so that there can be the meeting of any need. If there is any need with men, women, or young people it can be answered in the Lord Jesus Christ raised from the dead. He is the One who undertook the sin question and who answered to God for the departure and lawlessness on the part of men. It is wonderful that the Lord Jesus should make Himself available as Saviour! In fact He made Himself answerable to God for the departure of mankind. He Himself was perfect, of course, a Man of another order, come from heaven, not one of Adam’s fallen race, but One who was in every way in accord with the will of God. But He took the sinner’s place, that is a tremendous transaction which only He could undertake. He took it vicariously on behalf of others. We were in the sinner’s place, we were all sinners, but He took the sinner’s place to establish on the ground of redemption a claim upon all. This great work was completed to God’s satisfaction, and gave Him a righteous basis to recover man to Himself. All has been accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ at infinite cost to Himself. In fact, scripture tells us He was made sin. It is difficult to understand but that is what scripture says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become”, believers might become, “God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. I am not attempting to explain all that, but let the truth of it sink into our souls, the immensity of the work undertaken by our Lord Jesus Christ and accomplished for God’s satisfaction. 

His resurrection and His present position are evidence of how God is satisfied with that work. That is the basis on which God will build His universe, the righteous basis has been secured through the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. These are great things to think about, the tremendous undertaking on the part of the Lord Jesus. As it says, “coming into the world he says ... thou hast prepared me a body”, Hebrews 10: 5. That was a body of flesh and blood in which He could suffer, in which He could die, to undertake the work of redemption, to satisfy God as to the whole matter of departure, and answer to God regarding the enemy’s work too; the enemy’s work was involved in the departure. So Peter begins by saying, “This Jesus”, the One who was here among men. He was speaking to persons who knew Him, he was speaking in Jerusalem where the Lord was crucified. That was a great public matter. Peter said, “This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all we are witnesses”. Then he says, “Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus”, this Jesus, the One whom they knew, the One whom they had seen, the One whom they had seen crucified, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. He is in a position of glory and exaltation and authority. 

Now it says, “And having heard it they were pricked in heart”. That was a good thing; I suppose they were convicted. “They were pricked in heart, and said, to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren?”. They virtually said, Is there any remedy? We can see how wrong we are, we are convicted as to the tremendous sin we have committed, is there any answer to it? “What shall we do, brethren?” And Peter says, There is an answer, an answer to that great sin of the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is God’s answer to it in the resurrection of Christ, and there is to be man’s answer in repentance. “Peter said to them, Repent”. First of all there was conviction, that is how we begin, we begin as being convicted sinners, and then the next step is we are to repent, take our true place of repentance before God as guilty sinners. There were three thousand converted, but each one had to have this personal experience with God, because repentance is towards God. He is the One whom we have offended, our offences and sins have been against God, and our repentance is towards God. How otherwise could a sinner approach God? He cannot approach God on his own righteousness because he has none, but he repents and approaches God on the righteousness of Another, and on the basis of the work accomplished and completed by Another. But repentance is a deep work, it is not a superficial thing, it is the work not only of our minds but of our hearts, our affections. The whole being of a man, woman, or young person is affected in repentance. It is not only being sorry for our sins, although it includes that, it includes a review of our history and viewing our state as God views it. “Repent”, that is the first word, “and be baptised”, well that would be committal to the death of Christ. A person who truly repents does not continue in his course of lawlessness. A person who repents is not happy in continuing a course of lawlessness, because he has reached something in his soul about his lawless course, and repentance involves a committal to the end of that. 

So if repentance is real, he is no longer happy in a course of lawlessness, but counts on the Lord’s help to be here for the will of God. That is in principle what baptism is, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins”. 

I often refer to this, remission of sins. Now they found themselves guilty of one sin, and very often in a person with a sense of guilt, it would be one sin that is in the person’s mind. That was so here. But remission of sins is not only for that one sin. I may be convicted of one sin, but not only is God prepared to remit that sin. He would remit my whole course of sins. A sinner coming to God could never recount all his sins, they are so many; in a lifetime of so many years of lawlessness, he could never count all his sins, but maybe one sin might convict him, and God would say, I will remit all your sinful history. Is not that magnanimous on the part of God? How gracious God is! He is prepared to forgive all our sins. He was ready to forgive all the sins of those persons, not only the sin of the crucifixion of Christ, which actually Peter later mentions as a sin of ignorance, a sin of inadvertence, but he says, “for remission of sins”. It is a tremendous thing to have our sins remitted. It is forgiveness, but it is more than forgiveness. Forgiveness could be attitude, but remission means that the matter is finally and fully settled and will never rise again in our lifetime here, and never rise hereafter. 

Then he says, “and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, that is what is available in the glad tidings, available for all men at the present time, “the gift of the Holy Spirit”. It was looked forward to in the Old Testament, but is available now because of the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ and His resurrection, and His exaltation. The Holy Spirit is available now as a gift and is offered in the glad tidings. Now this preaching was to the house of Israel, and is based on the great matter of the gift of the Holy Spirit. What aroused the interest of persons, what had brought them together to listen to the preaching, was the fact that the Holy Spirit had been given and there was evidence of it in persons, whom they had heard speaking in their own tongues the great things of God. There was evidence of the gift of the Holy Spirit, and that became the basis for the first preaching. 

Now the second preaching, in Acts 3, was based on a lame man who was made to walk; that is, a witness here to the power of God in the glad tidings, one who had been carried daily at the gate of the temple and was made to walk. He was known to be a cripple, and there was evidence of the power of God’s kingdom in that he is made able to walk, and that became the basis for the second preaching. Peter says, “Repent therefore and be converted, for the blotting out of your sins, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and he may send Jesus Christ, who was foreordained for you ...”, that is an appeal to the nation of Israel that if the nation repented there could be times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord and He would send Jesus Christ. That was the outlook at that time, if the nation had repented, but the nation did not repent, and that gave God the liberty to extend the glad tidings further. The first gospel was to Jews. The assembly was formed by a remnant of the Jews, but God was justified in extending the glad tidings further because the favoured nation of Israel refused the glad tidings. God used that to extend the glad tidings further. 

The third preaching I read of, in Acts 4, was preached to opposers. In the first three chapters of the Acts there is no opposition. There is testimony based, as I said, on the gift of the Holy Spirit, based on the man who was made to walk, evidence of the power of God, there was no opposition. In chapter 4 the opposition began, and what Peter stresses in this third preaching is this, “salvation is in none other”. He gives them an opportunity, but he says, There is no alternative. He says, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel, if we this day are called upon to answer as to the good deed done to the infirm man, how he has been healed, be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean, whom ye have crucified, whom God has raised from among the dead, by him this man stands here before you sound in body”, and then he says, “And salvation is in none other”. He brings before that nation that there is no alternative. That is important in the glad tidings, there is no alternative. There is salvation in no other. If He is refused, there is no salvation, nothing left but judgment. How solemn that is. He says, “salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”. There is no alternative but to accept God’s terms, accept the Saviour of His providing and His finished work; there is no alternative. 

Now in chapter 11 you can see that certain history has elapsed which gives God the liberty for the word to go out to other nations. There were those who preached to Jews only, Acts 11: 19, but there were others who went into Antioch and preached to the Greeks also, preached to the nations. God is justified in extending His glad tidings, and so since then the gospel has been preached worldwide to all men. It is God’s thought that all men should be saved. Think of the outlook God has, God “desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 Timothy 2: 4. Not only does God desire that all men should be saved but He has made provision for all men, because of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all”. That is, there is God’s desire for all men and God’s provision for all men, so that the glad tidings come to Antioch here, and it says that these persons announced “the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus”. Think of that coming to Antioch, coming to a gentile city, “the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus”, what glad tidings that would be! It was the first time in that city the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus were preached, and then it says, “the Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord”. That is a fine word, “turned to the Lord”. We have the 

Thessalonians who “turned to God from idols”, 1 Thessalonians 1: 9. Here they turned to the Lord, they found their outlook in the Lord, their resources in the Lord. How fine that is! It says, “a great number believed and turned to the Lord”, and they found in Him all the resource they needed, “And the report concerning them reached the ears of the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go through as far as Antioch—who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord”. That is, the preaching was of the Lord Jesus, and the Lord’s hand was with the preachers, and the converts turned to the Lord and Barnabas exhorted them with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord. It is a great thing to know the Lord, to be subject to the Lord, to come into the kingdom of God, and to come under the Lord’s authority and protection. That is what these persons did, and it says that “he was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith; and a large crowd of people were added to the Lord”. You see it is the Lord who is emphasised, the Lord Himself, the authority of the Lord, they come under a new authority, come under a new Master. That is an important step in a believer’s life. He may be convicted, and repent, and receive the remission of sins and the gift of the Spirit, and then come under the Lord’s authority. He is no longer lawless, but comes under the Lord’s authority. That is a very important matter, coming into the kingdom, coming under the authority of the Lord. 

Now it says that Barnabas went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul and found him and brought him to Antioch, “And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd”. I want to come to this, the importance of teaching. 

First of all there is to be subjection to the Lord in the kingdom, and then divine teaching is required to provide instruction for believers. These were two servants, Barnabas and Saul, working together, both of the same mind, both advocating the same teaching. It 

says, “for a whole year”, which is a whole course of teaching. It is not an overnight matter. 

These believers must have committed themselves to this course of teaching, and I suppose week after week for a whole year, “so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd”. Now a large crowd became an assembly, they became one under the teaching of Barnabas and Saul, these able teachers. It says, “and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”. 

There was something of testimony. It was what others called them, I suppose unbelievers called them Christians because they were different, they came under this teaching and they were different persons. The kingdom is important, involving subjection in mind to the Lord so that we take in divine teaching. These persons would all be taught the same way. It formed their way of thinking, and that forms assembly character, that is, we think the same way because we have been subject to the same Lord and subject to the same teaching. I just want to impress how important that is. So these persons were stable, having had a whole year’s course of instruction, and they were first called Christians in Antioch. 

We read in Acts 13, “Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was there”. There was the formation of assembly character in these persons through divine teaching. The gospel has in mind that we should have remission of sins, the gift of the Spirit, and come under the Lord’s authority, then come under His teaching so that our minds are formed, how we think. 

We would be formed according to God, not in independent thinking but, as Paul writes to the Philippians, thinking the same thing, thinking one thing (see Philippians 2: 2). That is the result of divine teaching. May the Lord encourage us, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Plainfield
14 November 1993 

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:36-38 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ. [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 3:19-21 (JND) [19] Repent therefore and be converted, for the blotting out of your sins, so that times of refreshing may come from [the] presence of the Lord, [20] and he may send Jesus Christ, who was foreordained for you, [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Acts 4:8-12 (JND) [8] Then Peter, filled with [the] Holy Spirit, said to them, Rulers of the people and elders [of Israel], [9] if *we* this day are called upon to answer as to the good deed [done] to the infirm man, how *he* has been healed, [10] be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean, whom *ye* have crucified, whom God has raised from among [the] dead, by *him* this [man] stands here before you sound [in body]. [11] *He* is the stone which has been set at nought by you the builders, which is become the corner stone. [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Acts 11:20-26 (JND) [20] But there were certain of them, Cyprians and Cyrenians, who entering into Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, announcing the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus. [21] And [the] Lord's hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. [22] And the report concerning them reached the ears of the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go through as far as Antioch: [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord; [24] for he was a good man and full of [the] Holy Spirit and of faith; and a large crowd [of people] were added to the Lord. [25] And he went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul. [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Acts 2:23-24 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain. [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …

Acts 11:19 (JND) [19] They then who had been scattered abroad through the tribulation that took place on the occasion of Stephen, passed through [the country] to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one but to Jews alone.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Philippians 2:2 (JND) [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing;



A DAY OF SMALL THINGS

D. Welch 

Philemon 1–5, 8–22; Acts 28: 30 

In considering how we might link on to the thoughts that we had in the reading, I thought the book of Philemon might help us in a day of smallness. I suppose at the outset we need to say that the persons composing the gathering in Philemon’s house were principled persons; they understood and valued principles. Having said that, I believe that, if we can understand something of the elements that made up the assembly in Philemon’s house, the Spirit of God might have a word for us in our present day, a day of small things, we might say a day of prison conditions. The apostle does not write as an apostle, he writes as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I also thought of the apostle’s letter to the Corinthians, how he could have come to them with a rod, but what was on his heart was that everyone there might be preserved. There were moral questions, there were questions as to the truth; so even though he opens the epistle to the Corinthians as an apostle, it seems to me that what underlies what he wrote in those letters was what characterised him as a priest. And I think here in Philemon we have a beautiful letter, in a day of smallness, to those in an assembly in a place, in a house; they are all priestly persons, and it is a priest that is writing to them. “Philemon the beloved and our fellow-workman”, how thankful we are for older brethren among us, those who have known how to feed the lambs and have had that exercise, those who have known what it is to be shepherded and what it is to shepherd. How valuable the older brethren are to us. We are thankful for their service, in faithfulness desiring to see things go through in relation to Paul’s ministry. Believe me, dear older brethren, how much you are needed in this day goes without saying. 

And then there is “the sister Apphia”. Things could not have come this far without the sisters, their quiet support, displaying what is in God’s mind even as to the assembly; their place in subjection, having love for Christ and love for His people, washing the feet of the saints, showing hospitality. O how wonderful the features of Christ that come out in the sisters. And then we have “Archippus our fellow-soldier”. Never were young men more needed than they are today; young men who are willing to link on with the fathers, willing to learn from the sisters, willing to spend time in fastings and prayer, being renewed in the spirit of their mind, to see the whole matter through that is for the heart of Christ. O how much the young brothers and sisters are needed. What an example we have in Ruth! She was obedient when told to stay close to the maidens. 

Our brother spoke of holiness in the reading, and the young people can see the issue of the faith of the older ones and they can imitate that; they can remember their leaders, as we all should, and be submissive. Ruth also was told to keep close to the reapers. It is good to have a subject mind and be teachable, because the Lord has need of you. In Luke’s gospel we read of the colt tied, and the Lord told His disciples to go and loose it and bring it to Him for He had need of it (Luke 19: 30, 31). Young brothers and young sisters, your commitment to the testimony is vitally needed today. The enemy of our souls is using unconventional means, guerrilla warfare, to confuse the saints, but there is a way through for you. I think in the book of Ruth there is the perfect example, she was to glean in that one field, and what a result. She became the wife of the richest man in the country. There is nothing like that blessed Man, the Lord Jesus. He is there for us all, young and old, and even in a day of smallness we can bear these features, looking for His coming, desiring to usher in the new dispensation. 

I think what we have in Philemon is an assembly working out matters together in love, priestly persons and principled persons; for really, we cannot fill out our place as priests unless we are principled, persons. And so this letter from the beloved apostle in which he refers to himself as “being such a one as Paul the aged”, he was what he was, it is a mature thought. All the truth has come down to us developed in committed vessels, given by the Head to the church; truth developed and left in our hands that there might be the self-building up in love, each one supplying something. I think that is what we have in the assembly that was in Philemon’s house. Each one was there to supply something, and it is Ephesian ground. As the apostle opens up the Epistle to the Ephesians he says, “Wherefore I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”, Ephesians 1: 15. We spoke of that in the reading, our affections being as large as possible, but our feet in the narrow pathway. You think of the faith and love going through, although in smallness here, in Philemon’s house, and then coming down to our day. 

The backdrop of all of this is that all in Asia had turned away from Paul; “Demas has forsaken me”, he says at the end of 2 Timothy. Then it is not insignificant that he goes on to say, “Luke alone is with me” (2 Timothy 4: 11), for Luke does present persons of priestly character; that is characteristic of those who are going through and will usher in the next dispensation. Demas did not forsake them all, but he left Paul. May we not leave Paul. It requires a commitment by each one, in patience and in love, to go on together in the light of Ephesian truth, albeit in smallness, until the Lord comes. 

There are a few things that we could point out in this letter. Again I say, “Paul the aged” represents a mature thought. We are in the day when things are being matured, if I could put it that way, things are being matured concerning Paul’s teaching, concerning everything that belongs to the church. How much do we appreciate and value it? He says, “I have wished to do nothing without thy mind”, that is the work of a priest, he does not interfere. Paul’s teaching has come down to us in the economy of local gatherings, “where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matthew 18: 20. Persons of that character are assembly minded persons looking to heaven. It mentions “my Father who is in the heavens” in verse 19. Heavenly minded persons can count on the support of the Lord in administrative matters, but it is left to the local gathering, and that is something that we need to be aware of and hold. We have our tendencies, we have our opinions, but I think in keeping close to the apostle, “such a one as Paul the aged”, we could get no better advice than the way he puts this to the people that he loved, those that were left, we might say, in that area, and he says, “I have wished to do nothing without thy mind”. 

You see here that priestliness is universal, persons are working together, but Paul owns what is in the locality and he moves as a priest towards that locality. They respond as priests because they are principled persons, they can receive what this man has to say. Onesimus no doubt is restored, and so we have additions. The Lord can come in sovereignly. We may not be able to receive reinforcements in this protracted conflict, but we can close up the gaps. 

Then through His own sovereign working we can relate ourselves to the Spirit, we can take heart and go through, and rejoice when others come into fellowship. They come in on the basis of the truth. No doubt some have come by a circuitous route, like I have and like some others have, but these things are very precious and valuable. So we can rejoice when the Lord in His sovereign goodness lays hold of someone, or it may even be of a family. 

He mentions in verse 17, “If therefore thou holdest me to be a partner”. That is the way I understand fellowship, that we are partners. Persons committed to the testimony are enjoying the fellowship, priestly persons, knowing the depth of discipline, and the features of Christ are coming out through these persons. The Lord is taking the brethren the right way. It has not always been a happy way as to circumstances, and there are great trials right here in this locality, but the Lord is going to see you through. There will be the inward touches necessary for persons right here in Redbridge and in this area to usher in the next dispensation. 

Now I just want to call attention to the last phrase that I read, “But withal prepare me also a lodging”. And I read the verse in Acts 28 which is put a little differently, where it says that Paul received all who came to him in his own hired lodging, but here it says, “withal prepare me also a lodging”. How much do we value Paul’s ministry? The light that came down through the apostle Paul is the light that is going to go through in the hand of the Spirit of God, and it is up to persons who have that light to prepare Paul a lodging. The Lord can do as He sees fit and work sovereignly, and persons will respond. Persons came out in mass last century and they really came to Paul’s teaching. They may not have known what they were coming to, and perhaps were merely attracted by the simplicity of brethren, but now I think it is upon you and me to prepare Paul a lodging. “I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down”, Nehemiah said (Nehemiah 6: 3). It is not an option, I cannot come down. Are we willing with the help of the Lord and the Spirit of God to prepare Paul a lodging? That is what is going to usher in the next dispensation. It is not going to be at any lower level than Paul’s teaching; that which pertains to Christ, and to the assembly, that which He loves, that which is next His heart. That is Paul’s line. 

I mentioned about the colt tied; they loosed it, they brought it to the Lord and He sat upon it. 

Take heart, young brother and sister, it may be upon you. Be 

committed to the testimony, and you will enjoy the fellowship until you hear the Lord’s voice. May it be so for each of us, that we are in this exercise in reality. I say this specially to myself. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
26 March 1994 

 


Scripture references

Philemon 1:1-22 (JND) [1] Paul, prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timotheus the brother, to Philemon the beloved and our fellow-workman, [2] and to the sister Apphia and to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the assembly which [is] in thine house. [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [4] I thank my God, always making mention of thee at my prayers, [5] hearing of thy love and the faith which thou hast towards the Lord Jesus, and towards all the saints, [6] in such sort that thy participation in the faith should become operative in the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in us towards Christ [Jesus]. [7] For we have great thankfulness and encouragement through thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. [8] Wherefore having much boldness in Christ to enjoin thee what is fitting, [9] for love's sake I rather exhort, being such a one as Paul the aged, and now also prisoner of Jesus Christ. [10] I exhort thee for *my* child, whom I have begotten in [my] bonds, Onesimus, [11] once unserviceable to thee, but now serviceable to thee and to me: [12] whom I have sent back to thee: [but do *thou* receive] him, that is, *my* bowels: …

Acts 28:30 (JND) [30] And he remained two whole years in his own hired lodging, and received all who came to him,

Luke 19:30-31 (JND) [30] saying, Go into the village over against [you], in which ye will find, on entering it, a colt tied up, on which no [child] of man ever sat at any time: loose it and lead it [here]. [31] And if any one ask you, Why do ye loose [it]? thus shall ye say to him, Because the Lord has need of it.

Ephesians 1:15 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints,

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Acts 28 (JND) [1] And when we got safe [to land] we then knew that the island was called Melita. [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. [3] And Paul having gathered a [certain] quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid [it] on the fire, a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand. …

Nehemiah 6:3 (JND) [3] And I sent messengers to them, saying, I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down. Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you?



EXTRACT

It is very easy for us to fall into routine. What we are saying would have in view to produce among us a living state, answering to our public confession of the Lord Jesus. This thought must accompany that of the “seal of the living God”, which refers to the Holy Spirit in us. 

There are three things which are said of the Holy Spirit in the believer: the believer is anointed, he is sealed and he has received the earnest of the Spirit in his heart; so that we are manifested as belonging to God if we have the seal of God. The anointing is in view of service; it points to dignity. The earnest of the Spirit in our hearts is our portion. We pass through this world to serve God, and belonging to God we cannot belong to any society. 

When the seal of the living God is spoken of, it is in view of the mark of the beast. They are sealed “upon their foreheads”. “Hurt not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, until we shall have sealed the bondmen of our God upon their foreheads”. Those who are bondmen are at God’s disposal for His service. We cannot righteously belong to another master. In possessing the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts we have the means of constant enjoyment. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 38, pp.21, 22) 

Correction: In the November issue. No. 264, page 16, line 20 should read—‘As orphans we would feel we cannot go on without Him’.
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