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TO BE TO ANOTHER

R. D. Plant 

Romans 7: 1–4; Ruth 1: 22; 2: 1–12, 14–16 to “she may glean”; 2 Corinthians 11: 1–4; Revelation 3: 9 

What I am impressed with, beloved brethren, is the phrase which is contained in the seventh chapter of Romans verse 4, “to be to another”—“ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another”. We refer to the seventh chapter of Romans quite frequently, and we usually are thinking of the exercises that come out in it as to the struggle between flesh and spirit, and the way that sin operates in our members. Maybe there are those here, believers who know something of that, who know something of trying to improve their life, trying to do things better, do things differently; trying to do good and finding disappointment in it. And the more the man in Romans 7 tries to do what is right the more he finds he still tends to do what is wrong. And so the exercise goes on until he reaches deliverance from it all the end of the chapter. “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 7: 25). 

In the main I believe that is what we think of when Romans 7 is referred to, and we do not very often speak of these first four verses in the chapter, but they are very important verses. Someone has said, that it is written, in a way, back to front, because the answer to “who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” (Romans 7: 24) is given in verse 4. In other words the answer to the riddle is at the beginning—“to be to another”. I think that is something that every one of us here should know. You may have a knowledge of Christianity, you may appreciate the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. It may be that you have availed yourself of it, I am sure that is so with most, if not all here. But I wonder, beloved, if you have had the experience and appreciation of having to do with the Lord Jesus personally. Mr. J. N. Darby in one of his poems says, ‘Yes, then ‘twas faith—Thy word; but now Thyself my soul draw’st nigh’ (‘Spiritual Songs’ p.2, v.5). I do believe, beloved brethren, that it is a very important thing if we are to be preserved till the end, that we have a personal and living link with the Lord Jesus. You may say, ‘Well, this sounds very basic,’ and I suppose it is, but in the main I think we have appreciated the work of Christ, but I wonder how much we have appreciated the One who did the work? 

It is a very striking thing throughout the book of Romans, that there is a lot of reference to the work of Christ. He is set forth as the mercy-seat through faith in His blood. He is also the One who comes forth from death and in His resurrection my justification is secured. And many other things that refer to the work of Christ, but as far as I know there is nothing, you may say, on the personal side as to the Lord Jesus until you come to this matter of being to another, which refers, as the scripture puts it, to a new husband. It is a very important thing in life that we do not try to work out Christian truth without a conscious knowledge with the Lord Jesus Christ personally. What is needed in those exercises is to be to another man. What an awful thing to go through those exercises without knowing the Man who is the answer to them, because the only answer to your struggles, and mine, is the knowledge of the Lord Jesus, personally. 

I have heard fellowship explained to young people as being like a contract, and of course I understand what is being said, but no contract is sufficient because contracts can get broken. Perhaps you might say you are among the saints as conscious of your duty. But duty is something that wearies us eventually. You may say that you are attracted to the truth. You accept the truth of the gospel, and you accept the truth as to the Lord Jesus and His finished work and so on, and you have compared it with other religions, but you may hold the truth as a philosophy. And other things come in, and the times change, and philosophies change. 

Duty wearies. Contracts get broken. The only thing, beloved, that will hold you is affection for Christ. The only thing that works, among the people of God, is love. Love is the only thing that works. The scripture says, “Love never fails”, 1 Corinthians 13: 8. Only love works. You might try all your life to do all kinds of other things, beloved, but you need, and so do I, something of what this verse conveys, that you are “to be to another”, to be to Him. And it uses the illustration of the bond of marriage. They are very searching words actually. Even if you take the words as to the marriage, the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive, and Paul is using it as an illustration. The Jew had the law and was bound by it, and he says, ‘as long as that marriage’, that contract, existed, ‘the woman was bound to the husband, but if he should die she is free from the law.’ So that she can be to another man. 

That is a very searching word, which I do not go into, but that is what the scripture says. But Paul uses this, and he says, “So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another”. Oh beloved brethren, what a thing. You are not bound you may say by the law. I suppose we never were by the law of the Jew, the Jewish law, but remember the law of God has always been there. Right from the outset since the fall, when the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was partaken of by men, they had a conscience; so there was the recognition by men of what was due to God from the outset. But here he says, you are free from the law, you have been made dead to it by the body of Christ, with a view to one thing, that the believer is governed not by the law, not by rules, but he is governed by his relation to the Lord Jesus Christ—“to be to another”. What a wonderful thing! It is a love matter, beloved. I wonder how much we know Him. How much can we speak about Him? I think we are tested. We were tested in the reading as to how much we can speak personally about the Lord Jesus, and our personal links with Him. 

I wanted then to speak about these things in this verse in Romans. I love Romans because it speaks about the recovery of man. Sometimes we speak about the recovery of the truth, but Romans is the recovery of man for God. It speaks of how God has worked to recover man from his lost and sinful condition, every kind of man—the man away from God, the heathen man; the religious man; and the Jew. You can find out about it yourself. It comes to a point where having investigated every kind of man before God, the conclusion is that “There is not a righteous man, not even one”, Romans 3: 10. Of every kind of man on the face of the earth, past, present or future, there is not so much as one. Then we read how God comes in without law and establishes His righteousness, and shows it forth in the Lord Jesus Christ as the mercy-seat, and God’s wonderful act of favour. You read of how faith works out. It is the teaching of the gospel. Someone said you get the gospel preaching in Acts, and the teaching of the gospel in Romans. I suppose you could say the Gospels give you illustrations of the gospel. Interesting thing to follow up, but the teaching of the gospel is in Romans. And the fulness of the love of God in its expression comes out in Romans 5, “God commends his love to us, in that we being still sinners. Christ has died for us” (Romans 5: 8). What a magnificent display of the fulness of how God has come out to man in the glad tidings from His own side as seen in the book of Romans. 

In chapter 6 there begins to be an answer. The man who is envisaged in Romans up to chapter 5, as won over by God’s love, says, ‘Grace has abounded towards me, do I go on in sin that grace may abound?’. He says, “Far be the thought”. And the younger ones here will identify with this I think. Perhaps someone here has been touched by the gospel to this extent. I will take the members of my body which I have yielded in bondage to sin and I will yield them in bondage to righteousness. This is what the gospel properly received does. What a glorious thing when God’s gospel works in your heart, and you are so affected by the love of God in its expression in Jesus that you find that there is a change in you. Because God has operated in your heart and made a new beginning, and you want to give your life, represented by your arms, your eyes, your hands in bondage to righteousness. That is Romans 6. In Romans 7 the man finds that the more he tries to do it, the less successful he is. And at the end of Romans 7 we come to the Man, the only man, in whom everything is achieved. That is Jesus! “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 7: 25). Romans 8 is the Holy Spirit, the power that God gives you to live. Chapters 9, 10 and 11 set us free, we may say, in relation to the relation of the Jew, God’s chosen people. And Romans 12 is the yielding of our bodies a living sacrifice to God, and as we do so we find the Christian company. And then how you are in relation to the authorities. And then how you are in relation to the weak brother. At the end of Romans you find that there is a link with eternity, really. Paul’s gospel, a link with the mystery. 

Do you find these things attractive, beloved? God has set all these things out in the teaching of the glad tidings, but one thing throughout stands out, beloved, the Man who is the centre of it and that is our Lord Jesus. I might know all the truth of it. I might admire the beauty of it and the structure of it, but beloved, the real treasure is the One who made it all work, our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who loved you enough to die for you, and who loves you so much that He lives for you. If we are to progress, and if we are to be preserved in Christianity, I believe we will need a special link, a personal link, with the Lord Jesus Christ. And so I leave those words with you. 

You know, we sometimes would like a law, in our Christian life, it would seem to make things simple if there were rules to keep. Something that tells us what we can do, and then we can walk close to the edge of it you know. How often we hear the expression, ‘there is no harm in it’. As if we really suspect there might be. So we walk close to the edge of it. And yet the true beauty of Christianity is that you do not go by law, but you are governed by your affection for Christ, you would do anything for the Man who has taken possession of your heart, “to be to another”. What Paul had before him was the One who brought in salvation for him. The One who loved him, because I think Paul sets out this, he says, “the Son of God who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. And he would never do anything, you may say, that was dishonourable to Christ, because he loved Him. His life was towards Him—to be to another—not exactly for another. Not exactly, you may say, setting yourself to do things that would please Him, but to be to Him. Your life is to Him, to Christ. 

We have a hymn in the book that attracts me, 

‘He drew me with the cords of love,

And thus He bound me to Him’. ... 

‘Nought that I have mine own I call,

I hold it for the Giver. (Hymn 187) 

Beloved, do not let your Christianity stop in your appreciation of what God has done, do not stop with His work, precious as that is. Do not let it finish with an appreciation of the work of the Lord Jesus, and the recognition of the fact that He shed His blood; do not stop short of the fact that it is not only the work but it is the Person. It is the Person. That is where true Christian blessing lies, and the way that I shall be regulated here. I wonder if these things appeal to you, beloved. 

I go to the book of Ruth because I think it illustrates this. We can understand the situation in Moab where Elimelech and his wife had gone to during the famine. But they went to the country of Moab and they continued there. And all that had come in subsequently was death. Moab represents a place that is filled with persons who display the outward signs of Christianity but practise their own will in it. But what you find with Naomi is that she was a person who loved the land and she loved Jehovah, not just for the benefits that used to be there for her. Although a lot of bitterness had come in in relation to all that had happened with her husband and her family as they had gone to Moab, there was something in Naomi that was recoverable; she appreciates Jehovah and she appreciates the land. I suppose in a way the situation in Ruth 1 is very similar to the present day. Moab typically is a place where persons have gone, perhaps discouraged or low in their souls, and there they practise a form of Christianity, but without the sacrificial side that belongs to it. How sad is the public condition of Christianity. But what you find is that there are about five verses of what is negative in the book of Ruth and all the rest is positive. 

Naomi hears the word that Jehovah was operating in Judah, and she begins to move back. She is a woman in whom there is light, and her life begins to be governed again by the light that she had. That light as to God affects her daughter-in-law. It is not initially as to Boaz as a person, but initially she is affected by coming to appreciate light. I would encourage all of us here that if God’s light is in us, let it be visible by walking in relation to it. Ruth was affected by it. “So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, who returned out of the fields of Moab; and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of the barley-harvest”. The time had come for Ruth, who had moved in relation to light from God, to be introduced to the mighty man of wealth. 

I think you find here how a soul comes into contact with Christ, typified in Boaz. You may say, she had been attracted by light, notwithstanding the sorrowful conditions that were there, in a broken down state of things, such as we have today. But the time had come now for her, personally, to have to do with Boaz. And she goes into the fields to glean. And I would encourage the younger ones particularly to glean in the fields, because God has made provision for the gleaner. I firmly believe this is so, and I know there are some here, especially young ones, who do read and study the Scriptures and the books, and I would encourage them to do that. Make sure you know what you are reading, of course, and make sure that you glean in the fields which belong to Boaz. Glean in the fields which belong to Christ. God has made provision for the gleaner. 

As she goes into the fields to glean, she is noticed. I often used to say before, as to young people, perhaps some of the young men, who say, ‘Well I do not read much ministry’, I would encourage you to read the Scriptures and to read ministry. You say, I cannot do much, I can only read a little maybe—but do so. Ask the Lord Jesus to help you. Ask the Spirit to help you as you read, and I will guarantee that within a very short time something will come into the meeting that will link with what you read. See if it does not begin to work and begin to glean, she started to pick up what the reapers had left behind. Begin to pick up things that speak of Christ. It was the barley harvest, which was the first harvest. It refers to the resurrection of Christ. She goes in the field and picks up these pieces that were left after the reaping, she gathers them up and Boaz noticed it. I think the Lord would notice it too. You say, maybe, it is not very much to be a gleaner, I am not going to produce very much, but you will produce something. You will produce something that speaks of Christ, and not only Christ, but Christ in resurrection. 

It is one of the features of what you get in this chapter, it is the field that is being reaped; the barley field speaks of the resurrection of Christ. That is the field to be in. Boaz has to say to her, “Go not to glean in another field”, Ruth 2: 8. There are many fields which are being reaped at the present time in the world and in Christendom, but there is one field which belongs to the Lord Jesus, not only as the One who died, but as the One who is raised from the dead, and who lives. So Boaz notices her and a wonderful relationship begins to be built up with him, who is the mighty man of wealth. 

In our time Jesus is the mighty man of wealth. Everything that is for God is in the hands of Christ. He is the mighty man of wealth. And He notices this someone who is gleaning among the sheaves. I hope the younger ones here were listening to the reading. I do not expect you to have remembered everything that was said—I do not know if too many of us would remember everything that was said—but there will be something in the meeting which was just for you. The thing to do is to look out for what was just for you, that is gleaning. You pick something up, and you find the Lord Jesus will encourage you. Beloved young ones—I do not like to make a point of the young ones—but particularly at the present time, keep your mind and your activities on the field that is being reaped. You may say there is much by way of Christian endeavour about and I can fully understand that, but the barley field refers not only to Christ, it is Christ in resurrection. It is Christ the One who is raised. And she continued from that time, from the barley harvest to the wheat harvest. And the wheat harvest, as we have been taught, refers to the saints as raised. The barley harvest is Christ as raised, the wheat harvest is the saints as raised with Him. She continues on to the thought of the saints being raised with Him. Now that is some field that is being reaped there, beloved. They said at the tomb, “He is not here, but is risen”, Luke 24: 6. The question is raised, if He is not here, then where is He? He is risen and ascended, a glorious, living Saviour. 

Then Boaz says, “And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw. Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground”. That is like Christian fellowship. There may be young ones here, some may not even be breaking bread, some may be interested, some are quite young, but you know you are very welcome as you come among the people of God to drink from the vessels among the saints. These were young men who belonged to Boaz—to Christ typically. What precious things these are, as we see the goodness of Christ typically as he gradually and in his kindness deals with this young woman with a view to her blessing. She bowed herself on her face down to the earth, and the relationship builds up, and he speaks about under whose wings thou are come to take refuge. These scriptures only give us illustrations, beloved, but do you see how important it is that a relationship builds up between myself and Christ Himself “to be to another”? What you find is that it develops here with this young woman, and you get that secret transaction on the threshing floor. And there has to be a secret transaction with each one of us, between ourselves and Christ, it is a private matter, it is something between you and Him. She becomes totally and absolutely committed to Him, and you find that He does not fail. He never fails. He had the ability to discharge the debt that was upon her. He had the means to do so. He had the title to do so and most important of all, He had the love to do it. The Lord Jesus has the love to take you on—“to be to another”. 

I read in Corinthians because, I know it is collective there, but I think it bears upon what we are saying—interesting thing that Paul writes in such a way to Corinth. Corinth was a remarkably unruly assembly and what was there was really in a sense outrageous. There was open unjudged sin there, and it was a city that was riven by tensions, by party feeling. It was a city of great architecture and great renown, ability, all these things, and initially Paul had indicated that he could not stay there, but he gets a vision in the night from the Lord indicating to him that He wanted him to stay; He says, “I have much people in this city”, Acts 18: 10. You may say, Why Corinth? Why, of all the places that could be? Paul laboured so long, eighteen months there. I think this chapter gives you the clue. It was not that at Corinth he was seeking to set out a model assembly as far as conduct, or doctrine, or knowledge was concerned; Paul’s labours at Corinth were with one thing in view, as he says to “present you a chaste virgin to Christ”—that from a place which was so outrageous publicly. Paul had committed to the Lord Jesus that he was going to work there, with a view to one thing that he would present a “chaste virgin to Christ”. What an affecting thing! It was not that they made him very welcome, it was not that he was given what was due to him there. They accused him of laziness, of living off the brethren, he was a poor speaker they said, all these things you can find in the epistles. But Paul toiled with one thing in mind, and I think you can look at Corinthians and say in actual fact, although there is much by way of instruction as to assembly order that comes into it, the object in Paul’s mind at Corinth was to present them “a chaste virgin to Christ”. There was to be what was for Christ alone, not for public display, not something that was to adorn their lives, or ornament their church, but that there was to be something particularly and only for Christ in what was there. 

He toiled ceaselessly to that end, saying at one point, “Now I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be the less loved”, 2 Corinthians 12: 15. And he is concerned here because he says, “I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”. The enemy was working at Corinth, and the striking thing is that the attack was not through the affections, the attack was through the mind. Eve was deceived not in her affections by the serpent, because as we have been taught the serpent was a loathsome creature, and there was nothing there that would attract Eve’s affections but he operated on Eve’s mind and here at Corinth he says, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”. 

I believe, beloved brethren, that at the present time the enemy is working on the minds of the saints. He worked on the minds of the saints at Colosse. Philosophy was the danger there, and vain deceit, where they would add something of man, something of man’s efforts, something of man’s glory, to what was being produced for Christ. That was the Colossian error and something of that was happening at Corinth. Those that were teaching there were bringing in something that was affecting the mind, and he says it had almost got to the point (and you would scarcely credit this), but he says, “if indeed he that comes preaches another Jesus ... ye might well bear with it”. Solemn thing that, you may think impossible, but beloved brethren, in the experience of some here, we have come very close to that kind of thing. He says a similar thing at Galatia too. Amongst all the teaching, beloved, amongst all the things that we say, amongst all that makes up your life, let this one thing be paramount. Develop, and we may say, feed, a personal, living link with the Lord Jesus, which is just between you and Him. And your life, let it be to another. 

I just finish with that word in Revelation. Not to speak about the substance of those verses to Philadelphia but he says, “I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee”. What a wonderful thing that at the end of the day, when as the hymn says, “When all has gone by” (Hymn 19), that the Lord Jesus Himself in His blessed love says, I will cause others to know “that I have loved thee”. All that secret relationship nurtured in the hearts of saints through the generations, being gathered up where there has been an attachment to Christ and loyalty to Christ, and at the end the Lord Jesus says, They shall know “that I have loved thee.”  

Well, I leave these things with the brethren. It is poorly put, but I believe it is essential at the present time, that we are not in fellowship or in the fellowship only on the basis of what is contractual, or our duty, or philosophy, but it is based upon personal attraction to Christ. You know, at the presentation of the Lord’s supper, which comes in at Corinth, the word is, “this do in remembrance of me” (1 Corinthians 11: 24), or as the footnote says, ‘For the calling of me to mind’. You may say, What about the announcement? It goes on to the announcement, it says “ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come” (1 Corinthians 11: 26), and that is important as well. But the first thing at the Supper is the Lord Jesus’ own request, “this do in remembrance of me”. What lover would not be there? These things affect me, beloved. I do not think Ruth would have missed the Lord’s supper. I think there is something special there, at the very beginning, the outset of that service is an opportunity for our souls to express their deep affection for Christ. It is what He has asked. It is not to do with the public. The public side is the announcement of His death until He comes; the private side is that there is a bond between you and Him, which not time or anything will sever. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
26 February 2011 

 


Scripture references

Romans 7:1-4 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Ruth 1:22 (JND) [22] So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with her, who returned out of the fields of Moab; and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of the barley-harvest.

Ruth 2:1-16 (JND) [1] And Naomi had a relation of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz. [2] And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me, I pray, go to the field and glean among the ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find favour. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. [3] And she went; and she came and gleaned in the fields after the reapers; and she chanced to light on an allotment of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. [4] And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem; and he said to the reapers, Jehovah be with you! And they said to him, Jehovah bless thee! [5] And Boaz said to his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose maiden is this? [6] And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish maiden who came back with Naomi out of the fields of Moab; [7] and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers. And she came, and has continued from the morning until now: her sitting in the house has been little as yet. [8] And Boaz said to Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here, but keep here with my maidens. [9] Let thine eyes be on the field which is being reaped, and go thou after them; have I not charged the young men not to touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw. [10] Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said to him, Why have I found favour in thine eyes, that thou shouldest regard me, seeing I am a foreigner? [11] And Boaz answered and said to her, It has fully been shewn me, all that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come to a people that thou hast not known heretofore. [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge. …

2 Corinthians 11:1-4 (JND) [1] Would that ye would bear with me [in] a little folly; but indeed bear with me. [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ. [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ. [4] For if indeed he that comes preaches another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or ye get a different Spirit, which ye have not got, or a different glad tidings, which ye have not received, ye might well bear with [it].

Revelation 3:9 (JND) [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:24 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?

1 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away.

Romans 3:10 (JND) [10] according as it is written, There is not a righteous [man], not even one;

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Ruth 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man went from Bethlehem-Judah, to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. [2] And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem-Judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. [3] And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. …

Ruth 2:8 (JND) [8] And Boaz said to Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here, but keep here with my maidens.

Luke 24:6 (JND) [6] He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke to you, being yet in Galilee,

Acts 18:10 (JND) [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.

1 Corinthians 11:26 (JND) [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.



THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN THIS DISPENSATION

R. Gray 

John 16: 6–16, 23–28; Psalm 45: 8–14; Revelation 22: 16, 17 

What is in mind is to speak about the work of the Spirit. It is a very large subject, which one would seek grace to speak of carefully because we are speaking of a divine Person who is here. But I believe that the presence and power and the work of the Holy Spirit are becoming increasingly known by us. I do not say increasingly important, they were always vitally important, but they are something perhaps that we are beginning to understand better and know more of. 

In chapter 16 of John the Lord is speaking of the coming of the Spirit in a hostile environment. We did not read it but He says earlier, “They shall put you out of the synagogues ... every one who kills you will think to render service to God” (John 16: 2). Well that came upon the apostles, but in principle the world is the same. I would say to our younger brethren and friends, the world hates Christ as much today as it did then when He was crucified; there is no place for Him. But the Lord Jesus anticipated these conditions, and He said, I am going to send the Holy Spirit into the saints who are passing through these things. And He says a remarkable thing in verse 7 after speaking about sorrow filling their heart, “But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away”. How could that be? The Lord was there, a divine Person. One who could answer all their questions. He met every need, He protected them, He preserved them every step of the pathway, and yet He said, “It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you”. I believe that we see something of the profit today. What the Lord Jesus set on, by way of the truth was full and complete. The epistles do not exactly add to what the Lord taught, because the germ of it is there in the gospels, but what the Holy Spirit has brought in is expansion of the truth. He has not added to it, but He has expanded it greatly so that Paul and the other apostles and New Testament writers brought out in fulness what the divine mind was for the assembly. 

One thing that the Holy Spirit brings, is expansion in our knowledge of the truth. The Lord Jesus, as we see in this chapter of John 16, more than once says “in that day”, that was the Spirit’s day, when things that the Lord had set on would be fully understood; now that is the day in which we are. We are not at the tail end of a waning or deteriorating situation. We are in the Spirit’s day. The Holy Spirit is here in the saints and He is, as we well know a divine Person. In fact I was impressed by verse 13 which says, “But when he is come”. Chapter 14 suggests that the Father gave the Spirit, and chapter 15 brings out the thought as to the Lord sending the Spirit, but here I believe the Lord would emphasise all the dignity of the Person who was coming, “But when he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth”. His coming was characteristic of His place in the present dispensation. When the Lord came there was an announcement from heaven, there were angels who testified to the fact; it was publicly acknowledged and prophecies bore upon it. But when the Spirit came, (the house was filled with the sound of tempestuous blowing and so on, but that was in the house), there was not exactly any public announcement from heaven. He came in that wonderful way and sat on each one of them, and the testimony flowed out through the saints; so Peter says “he”, that is, God, “has poured out this which ye behold and hear”, Acts 2: 33. 

Another thing to remember about the fact of the Spirit being here, I say reverently, is that He is here plentifully. That may seem a strange thing to say, but we look around us and see the exercises to which many of us have contributed and we think things are difficult and the resources are slender, but they are not. The resources in the Holy Spirit are bountiful, they are full, they are more than sufficient, they will see the testimony through to completion. And my exercise is that each one of us might be in touch with the Holy Spirit, learning what communion with the Holy Spirit is, so that we might be kept usefully in the testimony. It is a great thing to be useful in the testimony. I go to the meeting, that is very good, people know I am different, well that is fine too, but to be useful as under charge, and having the consciousness of being strengthened by divine Persons, is what God is seeking for each one of us. 

And so the Lord goes on to say, “but if I go I will send him to you. And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment—of sin”. Do you think that is still going on? Well of course it is because the Holy Spirit is still here. And where is it happening? It is happening in the saints in whom the Spirit of God is free. If you preach in the open air that is a testimony, if you break bread, that is a testimony; scripture says so, “For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come”, 1 Corinthians 11: 26. We used to be told often when we were young that if the world knew what we were really doing and saying at the Lord’s supper, they would try and stop us. Because what we do and what we are saying is that the Lord Jesus has been wrongfully cast out, the judgment against Him was wicked and the world is really His. We are bearing testimony to the death of the Lord, until He come. 

These things have often been spoken about, “demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment—of sin, because they do not believe on me”. That is a constant thing; you go to school, or go to work, or go about among our fellow men, and what are we a testimony to? I do not have television. That is quite right and we all approve of that; but the point is, is there something in my life that would mark me, and others off as being here under another head. If people come to the door and say, ‘Vote for us’, there is a look of blank astonishment when you say, ‘I do not vote’. What sort of person is this? But the test is I find, to try and tell them why I do not vote, because the Lord Jesus has been cast out. ‘Oh yes, yes quite’, and they are soon off to another address. But I think the time for bearing testimony is still with us. And so He goes on “of righteousness, because I go away to my Father”; what a comfort; what God has done in Christ is righteous. Your sins are forgiven, that is righteous; no one can point a finger at you. That God “has raised him from among the dead and given him glory” (1 Peter 1: 21), were acts of righteousness, and they would confirm us that our righteousness which is in Christ is solidly founded. 

Then “of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged”. Remember that the Lord Jesus when He was here, said towards the end of His life, “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. I could not say that. It would be good if I could, but there is that in each one of us that the world appeals to; every one of us. The apostle Paul said, “through whom the world is crucified to me”, Galatians 6: 14. Well we would accept that, the world that crucified Christ, but then he said, “I to the world”. Is there nothing left in me that answers to what the world would offer by way of interest or of attraction? That is what the Holy Spirit is here for; to fill our hearts with Christ, to lead us away from a system of things that denied Him and rejected Him, so that the Lord underlines this, as it were, by saying, “But when he is come”. Well beloved brethren He is here and He is able to maintain the testimony and maintain us in it. 

What I wanted to touch on before moving on is this, that one of the blessings among many that the Holy Spirit brings us into, is a knowledge of the feelings of divine Persons, first of all towards each other and then to us. Now that is a great thing. The Lord spoke in His ministry of His relations with the Father. He said, “He that has seen me has seen the Father”, John 14: 9. I do not really think they fully understood that, but when the Holy Spirit is here and free with us, we get some impression of what the Father’s feelings for the Son are. What a secret, what knowledge to be introduced into; what our God and Father thinks and feels about His Son is known to us in measure. The Lord says that in the next chapter, “thou has loved them as thou hast loved me”, John 17: 23. Is there anything better? That is what the Holy Spirit would bring us into. The knowledge of the Father’s love for the Son, a knowledge of the Son’s feelings about the Father. 

Do these things appeal? The fact that we can have first-hand knowledge in our spirits of the way that divine Persons view each other, and we say with all reverence, the love They have for one another, and that we are introduced into the circle, into that secret. It says again in John 17, “that they may be all one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17: 21). Well it was remarked in the reading, and I think justifiably that there is love among the brethren. God grant that it may not be destroyed or broken in on, because it is the desire of divine Persons that we should be together in confidence, in love, as feeling rightly for one another, and the Holy Spirit is here to that end. The Old Testament hints at these things. Abigail spoke to David about the “bundle of the living” (1 Samuel 25: 29); that is what is open to us. You young people, can I appeal to you in this? You are in a company that loves you and where love is known, you are in the bundle of the living, you are in a company where the Holy Spirit is free, and to which the Lord Jesus comes. Let me say a very simple thing. Divine Persons are really in earnest about what They are doing. They are not going to draw back or allow things to fade out. Our salvation, but more than our salvation, our life our happiness lies in this, that we go with Them and sow to the Spirit, and from the Spirit reap eternal life. Follow the Lord. He has left us a model that we should follow in His steps. 

I turn to Psalm 45 just to touch on the work of the Spirit here. Our relationships are with divine Persons and with one another. None of us, I speak for myself at least, can say very much, but can you say something? Can you say anything about having a link with the Lord Jesus, and knowing it, knowing that He loves you, knowing that He hears you when you pray? It says in verse 8 of Psalm 45, “Myrrh and aloes, cassia, are all thy garments; out of ivory palaces stringed instruments have made thee glad”; that refers to the Lord. When He comes in amongst us, are you aware of it? Have you ever had the sense that the Lord Jesus is there in spirit, and that something that is beyond nature, beyond time, beyond mere physical feeling, is there and has touched you? Well that is what is in mind as the Lord comes in amongst His own. And what you find is, that the queen discerns it, and she says, “Myrrh and aloes, cassia, are all thy garments”. Now what she discerns is the fragrance of His movements as He comes in and makes Himself known. What a fine thing that is, you know. It has been said before and truly, that we do not exactly come to the Supper as penitents, we come as those who have proved themselves; but still the fragrance of what the Lord Jesus has done is carried in our spirits. Somebody said recently that we remember suffering love and that is true. That hymn as to the Lord—‘We Thy beloved, remember Thee, Lord, and Thy dying’ (Hymn 311) has a fragrance of its own, the very perfume of His movements among the saints. 

I really wanted to touch on the matter of “raiment of embroidery”. You know if what we are saying is true, if what we are saying is real to faith, then there must be a result. And if we have contact, and it is not the ‘if of doubt, if we have contact with divine Persons, it must make a difference; it cannot be otherwise, because 2 Corinthians 3 says, “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed” (2 Corinthians 3: 18). No one could be in the divine presence and come out unchanged. I believe that is a basic truth, and so we see here that there are results in the queen. And I just want to apply it in this way, if you go to Romans 16 you see what the apostle is seeking to produce in the whole epistle. He is setting out the truth of the gospel, and the kingdom, but what he is seeking to arrive at is what is collective. You get that near the end of the epistle, “with one accord, with one mouth” (Romans 15: 6), that is not individual. We get too the reference to “one body in Christ” (Romans 12: 5), it is not the full thing, it is not the body of Christ, but still the suggestion is there of the saints gathered into one. So if you go on to Romans 16 you see individuals, “Phoebe, our sister” (Romans 16: 1), but she is set in relation to the saints, “a helper of many” (Romans 16: 2). He brings out various features, and what I am trying to say is that these are the features suggested in “raiment of embroidery”. As you look at the brethren can you see something of the Master’s hand? can you see something of the Spirit’s work? can you see something that you can link on with? That is what this “raiment of embroidery” speaks of, and I believe it has a particular resonance at this present time when the brethren are suffering in their bodies and in their spirits. It is not for nothing. 

God forbid that I should speak lightly about these things. We need to fear God in relation to His ways, but I do believe that it is part of a refining process that points to the completion of the dispensation. Things are being drawn together and completed. The Spirit is still here. He is still working. What we long for is that every one of us should be in the current of what He is doing. Throw away these other things that are a hindrance. And do not think that young people have hindrances and old people do not. We all have the things that appeal to us and they change as we grow older. If we give up vigilance for a moment the enemy will show you an easier way, a more interesting way. Do not believe him and do not listen to him. You say I cannot live in a vacuum; God is not asking you to do that. He has given us company, given us fellowship. He has given us the truth. He has given us the Scriptures, what else? He has given us His Son. He gave His only-begotten Son “he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. What else? How like God, after they had crucified Christ, He sent His Spirit. The grace of God is unconquerable. He will give and give and give until He secures what He wants from our hearts, and that is what we appeal for that you will make way for the Holy Spirit. Let Him work in your heart, He will not displace Christ, He will fill your heart with Christ. 

I just touch on this scripture in Revelation, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come”. Reference was made in the reading to Genesis 24, and I likened this verse to that. You see in Revelation, the normal work of the Spirit was to speak to the assemblies, as far as the part of it devoted to the assembly is concerned, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies” (Revelation 2: 7), but here so to speak, He turns away from the bride and He says to the Lord, “Come”. Now that is just like the servant in Genesis 24. He spoke to Rebecca all through the desert and fitted her to be with Isaac and told her about Isaac, but there came the moment when he turned away and he says, “That is my master!” (Genesis 24: 65). And I believe that the Holy Spirit is serving in this way now. We may say the bride is speaking also. Yes she is, and what she is saying is the same thing; “Come”. And why is she saying it? Because the Spirit’s work I believe, is nearing completion. “Christ is everything, and in all”, Colossians 3: 11. Her heart is full of Christ, because of the Spirit’s ministrations, and she is speaking along with the One, I say reverently, whom she knows, and she is saying “Come”. They are speaking together, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come”. 

Well, beloved brethren, that is the impression I have. I trust every one may be encouraged to see the reality and the substantiality of what we are engaged with in divine things, and to see that the blessed Spirit of God is here to maintain everything in triumph. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
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Scripture references

John 16:6-28 (JND) [6] But because I have spoken these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you. [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: [9] of sin, because they do not believe on me; [10] of righteousness, because I go away to [my] Father, and ye behold me no longer; [11] of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. [12] I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you. [15] All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said that he receives of mine and shall announce [it] to you. [16] A little while and ye do not behold me; and again a little while and ye shall see me, [because I go away to the Father]. [17] [Some] of his disciples therefore said to one another, What is this he says to us, A little while and ye do not behold me; and again a little while and ye shall see me, and, Because I go away to the Father? …

Psalms 45:8-14 (JND) [8] Myrrh and aloes, cassia, are all thy garments; out of ivory palaces stringed instruments have made thee glad. [9] Kings' daughters are among thine honourable women; upon thy right hand doth stand the queen in gold of Ophir. [10] Hearken, daughter, and see, and incline thine ear; and forget thine own people and thy father's house: [11] And the king will desire thy beauty; for he is thy Lord, and worship thou him. [12] And the daughter of Tyre with a gift, the rich ones among the people, shall court thy favour. [13] All glorious is the king's daughter within; her clothing is of wrought gold: [14] She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of embroidery; the virgins behind her, her companions, shall be brought in unto thee:

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

John 16:2 (JND) [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God;

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

Acts 2:33 (JND) [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear.

1 Corinthians 11:26 (JND) [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

1 Peter 1:21 (JND) [21] who by him do believe on God, who has raised him from among [the] dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope should be in God.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

John 14:9 (JND) [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father?

John 17:23 (JND) [23] I in them and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one [and] that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and [that] thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:21 (JND) [21] that they may be all one, as thou, Father, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

1 Samuel 25:29 (JND) [29] And if a man is risen up to pursue thee and to seek thy life, the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with Jehovah thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out from the hollow of the sling.

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Romans 15:6 (JND) [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:5 (JND) [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Romans 16:1 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea;

Romans 16:2 (JND) [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:65 (JND) [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

Colossians 3:11 (JND) [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all.



EXTRACTS

JT  I think it shows what an influence she had. She was the real priest in Shiloh. I think what is meant is that she influenced Eli. He was a man of that kind. She came up to Shiloh with the boy and the bullocks and the wine and told him she was the woman that prayed. She influenced Eli, so that her influence led to worship. 

RWS  She did not have in mind the Sunday-school idea, or the young peoples’ meetings. She wanted to present him before Jehovah. 

JT  She brought him up with offerings that referred to full manhood; not a pigeon or a turtledove, but it says, “she took him up with her when she had weaned him, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a flask of wine, and brought him to the house of Jehovah to Shiloh; and the boy was young”. But she was thinking of manhood. She had a man in her mind. 

Rem. I heard a brother say that the reason the young people were not getting on in their souls was because they did not have young peoples’ meetings. This would offset that. 

JT  The Lord is helping on that point. The idea of separating children negates the manhood thought. Manhood is shut out for the moment. I have been where they had young peoples’ meetings and the assembly meeting next door. Manhood is shut out. The boy is young, but in Hannah’s mind, she has great, mature thoughts. How is he to be in the house of God save in view of being a man? 

Rem. In the wilderness it was one omer of manna every day. There was no division of the manna. 

JT  The youngest child got the same amount as the father, showing that the divine thought is the same for all. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 92, pp.163, 164) 

Now, I have this in mind because of the prevalence of absenteeism from our gatherings. The Lord would convey to us that He has given us to each other. He has selected us for Himself. The assembly is for Christ and for God, but we are also for each other; and that should be a powerful incentive to our assembling ourselves together. The Lord assembles us, too, for the assembly is His. But there is the assembling of ourselves together; the Lord has given the saints to each other and we are to be respected mutually. The saints are worthy of respect. Were heaven to call attention to us, it would say something distinctive about each of us, and that would be an incentive for mutual respect and affection among us. There is great variety resulting from the work of God, and this is calculated to draw us together. It will be a feature in heaven. Some of you may recall that when Abraham was shown the land of promise, there were no saints named. He saw it from the level—north, south, east, and west; but Moses was shown it from mount Pisgah, and what he was shown was the territory of the saints—where the saints should be, the positions of certain of the tribes being mentioned. Heaven with God, heaven with Christ, heaven with the angels, heaven with the Holy Spirit, of course, but heaven with the saints. So that the gathering of the saints implies that we love each other and hence there is enjoyment; enjoyment not to be found elsewhere. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 69, pp.288, 289) 

GWH  You were saying it was a good thing to get into the region of the Spirit. Would you say what it is? 

FER  The Spirit has to maintain us in the consciousness of divine relations. And you get very easily out of this. In Romans 5, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us”. He brings the heart into the light and sense of divine love, and you cry, “Abba, Father”. That is where we have to abide. Take the average Christian, How much of every day is a Christian diligent to take advantage of the Spirit, and to live in the sense of divine relations? Not long, I take it. A good part of the night is taken up with sleep, and a good part of the day with meals and with business, and very little of the day is devoted to the maintenance of divine relations. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 17, p.308)
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Scripture references

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …
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