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THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING WHOLE THOUGHTS

G. C. McKay 

Exodus 12: 1–10, 15–20, 37–39, 43–47; 1 Samuel 7: 5–11; 1 Kings 18: 30–32 

I seek grace, dear brethren, to speak a little of the importance of having whole thoughts. We have spoken in the reading of the great result that God has in view and will certainly accomplish, and how our vision ought to be fixed on that great end and the divine operations in view of it. An important part of that exercise is the way that we hold the truth and the way that we hold Christ, that is, that we do not have any partial thoughts. We understand that God is going to bring everything through in Christ. The saints will go through in Christ—it is an unbroken thought. We read of the passover lamb that not a bone of it was to be broken. The whole lamb was to be before the souls of the children of Israel, as Christ in that character, and the exercises that go with it included the instructions that not a bone was to be broken. John takes that up in his gospel, that the soldiers did not break the legs of Jesus so that the scripture might be fulfilled. So John in his writings is bringing out that divine thoughts are going through intact, in the face of all the breakdown and departure. They are going through complete, they are not going through in fragments. We might feel able only for a little or a fragment but it is not a right approach. Our minds should be imbued with the thought of all the truth and all that Christ is, so that we do not reduce matters or say that we will take up one aspect of the truth and leave another, giving up something. 

God is bringing everything through in Christ, and He would have Christ before us in that sense in a complete way, so that we might apprehend what God has in mind in Him and that it might go through. That applies I believe to our apprehension of Christ and our apprehension of the truth too. It has often been said that where departure comes in there is an underlying defect in the apprehension of the person of Christ, something lacking as to Christ in the soul. We are preserved, as we have Christ before us and hold all the truth. Indeed we have been taught by those who were much used at the onset of the recovery of the truth that we must base our stance on that, all the truth, not simply a certain doctrine or a certain set of doctrines. The term ‘brethren’s truth’ is hardly a right one. It is not a question of ‘brethren’s truth’, it is the truth or else we descend into what is sectarian. The truth is the truth as set forth perfectly in Jesus, accomplished in its entirety through His death, and we have to embrace that, all the truth. Together with that we must not have broken thoughts as to the assembly, because it bears on that too; not only our apprehension of Christ but our apprehension of the saints and what God has in mind in the assembly. Paul said to the Corinthians, “Is the Christ divided?” (1 Corinthians 1: 13), because they were following the party leadership of certain in the locality as if that was all right. They had not apprehended the full thought of what the assembly is in its unity, in its wholeness and completeness before God; underlying that I suppose there must have been some misapprehension as to the person of Christ. 

So I turn to the first scripture that I read, alluding to the passover lamb. The beginning of months seems to be something that should enter into all our experiences, as if to say, How are we going to progress to a further apprehension of Christ, how are we going to take up and be formed by the truth if we do not begin with the passover lamb? The thought is that the flesh was to be eaten, nothing of it had to be left until the morning. The counting was according to the number of souls, “each according to the measure of his eating”. The point is to appropriate, to take into our souls, something of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus as the One who went into death for us, the One who was the Lamb roast with fire. 

It is meant to touch each one of us. What is often said about this lamb and the time it spent in the household is something that we should think on. We should spend time contemplating the perfection of the Lord Jesus. The gospels give us that in detail and there are beautiful allusions in the epistles too as to the Lord Jesus, as to the spirit and manner of His life, for example how when reviled He reviled not again. What a way He went, what grace, what a spirit marked Him! The Psalms and other references in the Old Testament fill the matter out so that the perfection of the Lord Jesus can come before us. 

The persons in the household would be saying, as they viewed that lamb, That lamb should not die, it is harmless, but it has to die for me. The firstborn I suppose would have a special sense of this. That is how we must view it, contemplating the Lord Jesus in His perfection, and understanding that He had to die and that He had to die for us. There was no mitigation in the suffering, the lamb was roast with fire. This is Christ set before us objectively and not broken up. If the house was too small, they did not divide it, “if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls”. We see the effect of this, that it would bind everybody in the household for they would all be under the shelter of the same blood, all eating the same lamb, all understanding that Jesus had died for them. Dear young people, you eat of that Lamb in your household and take your share in the eating of it. It is to be eaten, that is the point, you are to appropriate Christ in that way. The reference to the neighbour, the house next unto his, shows how persons might merge together. We begin to form a link together. It is very, very important that we form these links together, spiritual links, moral links, and this is one of the ways we do it. The word is, “the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings”. They shall kill “it” as if it were one lamb, the whole congregation having its affections involved in this great matter that Christ died for us to save us from judgment. So that the judgment should not fall on us, it fell on Him. How attractive the Lord Jesus is, what grace He showed. 

Now that, you might say, is the objective side—that is Christ to be appropriated, to be contemplated. There is the precious view of Christ, perfection in His person and perfection in His work. Then the other side is that something has to work in our souls, so we eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. That is not objective, it is what works in our souls as we eat that lamb, the unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Bitterness enters into it. What links we have together, dear brethren, as we share these experiences! We have the same moral exercises, each of us has eaten the bitter herbs, and understood the bitterness of the fact that we were sinners and He had to die for us. These deep exercises should be known amongst us. It should be part of the constitution, one might say, among the saints who have been through these exercises and have formed an appreciation of Christ. 

Then the unleavened bread. There is a great deal said in these chapters about the unleavened bread. We all know what the leaven is, the working of the flesh—what a thing it is, the flesh! 

What is working in you, what is working in me and what is working among the saints should be what is good and what is right, not the working of the flesh, and so, the leaven has to be got rid of. In the first day and for the whole seven days there was to be nothing but unleavened bread. Not only were they to eat only unleavened bread, but there was not to be any leaven in their houses. Well, what a test that is, the features of the flesh tend to invade our minds and hearts and houses. How they would spoil things, spoil the fellowship! The fellowship of the death of Christ is a pure fellowship, a fellowship of pure affections and a pure walk, a fellowship that involves love for Christ, where the leaven is not going to work, so that we can 

enjoy things together. The Lord Jesus warned the disciples when He said, “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees”. They did not understand at first but then they saw what it was (Matthew 16: 6). Just before that in Matthew the Lord Jesus had left the Pharisees and Sadducees; the footnote says He left them completely. He had taken the disciples with Him into a right position away from these religious persons, and then He says, “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees”. It is possible to leave persons but to bring their leaven with you. That is a great test to us all that we do not allow any leaven to be carried over. 

It is interesting that in this section in Matthew the Lord then comes to an area where He speaks about “my assembly”. It has to be a pure area where the assembly comes in, where that revelation comes into Peter’s soul, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”, Matthew.16: 16. This is an unleavened area where the flesh is not to operate. How quickly the flesh does operate! It arose again in Peter a little later when he rebuked the Lord about the suffering path. Even if there might be something we think we have judged, or at least we have left aside, circumstances arise and up it comes again, the same thing. The Corinthians were puffed up and were boasting, although there was evil among them, “Do ye not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?”, 1 Corinthians 5: 6. There should be something good working amongst us, dear brethren, and I think there is. Over against the activity of the flesh, there are the operations and movements that belong to the Holy Spirit, springing up into eternal life. Thank God there was something else that began to work in the Corinthians, repentance began to work with them. “Grief according to God works repentance ... never to be regretted” (2 Corinthians 7: 10), and so something else began to work, right exercises and right feelings. That is what we would seek to stimulate among the saints. It is not simply that the truth is stated, but it is what is working among the brethren; what is working in my soul in the first instance, and in my house, what is working in the local meeting. 

The working is connected with the presence of the Holy Spirit. The Galatians were legal, they had to be circumcised and they spoiled Christianity. They brought in something of Judaism into Christianity which destroyed its whole essence, “A little leaven leavens the whole lump”, Galatians 5: 9. So Paul says to the Galatians, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any force, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love”, Galatians 5: 6. That is the kind of thing that we want to be working, “faith working through love”. The scripture puts these two things together, faith in our souls which is working through love, through the divine nature in us. These things are necessary, that we should have Christ before us and feed on His perfections, and that we should learn to negate the flesh. Then we can begin to take in the whole thoughts of God, and what answers to Christ in all the preciousness of it. We can move into Matthew 16 and see what is happening in divine operations which involve the building of the assembly. Christ is building, and He is doing it in the area where He says, “flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee”. We want to know something of what is in an area that is not flesh and blood. We have to live in flesh and blood of course, and we are always vulnerable. But let us seek to maintain whole thoughts and see them going through. I think it is very touching to think of John in his gospel emphasising that the bones of the Lord Jesus were not broken. There was nothing broken, everything is intact according to John. It is an astonishing thing. He goes right against the current of things, the whole background against which he wrote, the turning away and difficulties and apostasy, yet he says that things will go through intact. We can see it if we have the faith for it, and are diligent in these exercises that we might actually in our souls and our spiritual affections touch the reality of divine operations. 

Something similar comes in where we read in 1 Samuel 7 about the whole burnt-offering. The burnt-offering in any case was burnt entirely, the whole animal was burnt and was offered up to God as a sweet savour, but some scriptures speak about the whole burnt-offering, and this is one of them. There must be some intensification of the thought in “the whole burnt-offering”. In Deuteronomy 33 Levi in his faithfulness would put incense before God’s nostrils, and whole burnt-offering upon His altar. 

In Psalm 51 David also, when he goes through the exercises of repentance, speaks about the two things together, “burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering” (Psalm 51: 19). It seems as if the deep exercise of Levi’s faithfulness, and the deep moral exercises that David went through, would lead to some intensification of the thought of what is precious to God in Christ in His offering. It is precious to think of that. 

Here we have the two sides again, the subjective side and the objective side. The subjective side comes first here in this exercise in Samuel and it comes spontaneously from the people. Something begins to work. It is one of the most encouraging things to see what is right working among the saints. Sometimes we get anxious about certain things that operate but thank God for the good exercises. Here in 1 Samuel 7: 2 there is something happening in the house of Israel for they lament after Jehovah; something is operating in their souls and they are turning to God and putting away the Ashtoreths and the Baals and serving Jehovah only. 

They are getting clear of idolatrous influences. The ark of Jehovah is mentioned in the house of Abinadab on the hill, and the time is long, twenty years. Something is beginning to stir in the consciences of Israel, and I think in their affections too, for these things go together. 

Persons can be reached through their consciences and repentance is essential, but it has been said that some people are recovered more quickly through their hearts than through their consciences. 

Here in Israel there is something working that is good and Samuel says, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah”. Then it says, “they gathered together to Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah, and fasted on that day”. They were confessing their utter weakness and their sin, drawing water and pouring it out before Jehovah, as if to say, That is how weak we are. It was not a hopeless matter for they poured it out before Jehovah, and He would be taking account of this so that something might come to light in the people for His pleasure. They poured it out and fasted, and they said, “We have sinned”. God can bring about something in His people. It happened in Corinth and it happens in our individual lives and in localities. There comes a time when we see things rightly, and not only do we put away the outward signs of our defection, but there is an inward confession of our utter weakness and our sinfulness before God. What is to happen then? Is it just water poured out and that the end of it? No, they are doing it before Jehovah and God is going to take the people on again. 

How is He going to take them on? He is going to take His people on in Christ, as those who are secured in Christ. The Philistines approach, and the enemy is sure to attack where there are right things working among the saints, and the children of Israel are afraid and cry to Samuel. “And Samuel took a sucking-lamb, and offered it as a whole burnt-offering to Jehovah; and Samuel cried to Jehovah for Israel, and Jehovah answered him”. In the light of the people’s self-judgment Samuel takes this whole burnt-offering and offers it up, a sucking-lamb. We have spoken of the passover lamb, but think of this lamb, a sucking-lamb, young and defenceless and tender. What a picture of Christ! What a thought as to the precious manhood of Christ, a sucking-lamb, a whole burnt-offering! Although it is a small offering, and outwardly a sucking-lamb represents weakness, what comes out here is that it pleases God. What was presented to God was so appropriate at this time of the weakness of the people, being the perfection of Christ, that He says, I will take up the people in Christ and I will deal with their enemies. It is a whole burnt-offering. It is not a partial matter, it is not as if we will have a little recovery, a little relief. God has not that in mind, He has in mind the whole burnt-offering. He has in mind that all His thoughts as to Christ should be accomplished. If we should look to Him He will do that, He will bring us through in Christ and through Christ, but it involves self-judgment and what is subjective on our side too. 

Well, the scripture we read in 1 Kings is perhaps somewhat different but I thought it would allow me just to extend the thought a little as to the saints and the assembly. We should have whole thoughts as to the saints and as to the assembly. Elijah is repairing the altar of Jehovah which was broken down, so it is a question of recovery. It was an apostate day when the prophets of Baal and Asherah were having such an ascendancy and eating at Jezebel’s table; you can understand that the altar of Jehovah was broken down. Elijah repaired it, he did not build a new altar, “he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob”, that is that at this point in facing the enemy he held the whole people in his affections. He held them in his affections according to the thoughts of God because it is “according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah”. I just call attention briefly to that. We have to think of that, all these twelve stones, not eleven but twelve stones according to the number of the tribes of Jacob. In times of recovery, in times of declension and in times of crisis it is important to maintain the thought of all the saints. The thought of the assembly as an entity too, should be in our minds. I was thinking also of Paul in the shipwreck. When everything was breaking up and seemed to be going, Paul took a loaf and he broke it. So we have to keep the assembly before us. 

These things are related. Having a view of Christ in completeness can relate to our thoughts of the assembly too. 

For example, in 1 Corinthians 10 the loaf which represents the body of Christ is brought to bear on the fact that we are one body. The matter of fellowship is established in that way. “The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ?”, 1 Corinthians 10: 16. That is clearly the loaf, “Because we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf”. We have that one loaf before us every Lord’s day morning. We think of the body of Christ, that God has the whole assembly in view. There are to be no divided thoughts, no partial thoughts, no thought of giving up any aspect of the truth, nothing of that kind at all, but a self-judged state, feeding on Christ and having Him before us in all His perfection, seeing that through the perfection of His Person and of His work, God is going to bring everything through for His own pleasure. How comforting that is! You can see the importance of it, that what is before our minds objectively, what permeates our thinking must be according to God’s thoughts and that involves the whole burnt-offering. Then there is the subjective side, for there has to be a deep and persistent working of repentance, the bitter herbs and the unleavened bread, and there has to be the pouring out of the water, a confession of our weakness. Then you see that God comes in in Christ and everything is secured, and the enemy is defeated. God thunders against him. Well, may we prove these things in practice, dear brethren. I believe as we have them before us objectively, and as we strive in our individual and household and assembly exercises to bring them about in practice, then God comes in for us and something is arrived at even in a broken day for His pleasure. 

May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
31 March 2001 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 12:1-47 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. …

1 Samuel 7:5-11 (JND) [5] And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray Jehovah for you. [6] And they gathered together to Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah, and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against Jehovah. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah. [7] And the Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered together at Mizpah; and the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel; and the children of Israel heard [it], and were afraid of the Philistines. [8] And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry to Jehovah our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. [9] And Samuel took a sucking-lamb, and offered it as a whole burnt-offering to Jehovah; and Samuel cried to Jehovah for Israel, and Jehovah answered him. [10] And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the Philistines advanced to battle against Israel. And Jehovah thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were routed before Israel. [11] And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah, and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, as far as below Beth-car.

1 Kings 18:30-32 (JND) [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. [31] And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; [32] and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed;

1 Corinthians 1:13 (JND) [13] Is the Christ divided? has Paul been crucified for you? or have ye been baptised unto the name of Paul?

Matthew 16:6 (JND) [6] And Jesus said to them, See and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Matthew 16:16 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

1 Corinthians 5:6 (JND) [6] Your boasting [is] not good. Do ye not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?

2 Corinthians 7:10 (JND) [10] For grief according to God works repentance to salvation, never to be regretted; but the grief of the world works death.

Galatians 5:9 (JND) [9] A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Galatians 5:6 (JND) [6] For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any force, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

1 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark of Jehovah, and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and hallowed Eleazar his son to keep the ark of Jehovah. [2] And it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah. [3] And Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If ye return to Jehovah with all your heart, put away the strange gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and apply your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him only; and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. …

Deuteronomy 33 (JND) [1] And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. [2] And he said, Jehovah came from Sinai, And rose up from Seir unto them; He shone forth from mount Paran, And he came from the myriads of the sanctuary; From his right hand [went forth] a law of fire for them. [3] Yea, he loveth the peoples, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51:19 (JND) [19] Then shalt thou have sacrifices of righteousness, burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering; then shall they offer up bullocks upon thine altar.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

1 Samuel 7:2 (JND) [2] And it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10:16 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ?



AN OPENED DOOR

D. J. Hutson 

Luke 13: 18–27 

The gospel that we preach is the glad tidings of God concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. He is One of whom there are many things that we could say, and many things that we do not know. John, the apostle, when he wrote his gospel could speak of the things that Jesus did which he had written, but he said, “there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written”, John 21: 25. What a wonderful Person Jesus is! And you know none of the things that Jesus did is going to be lost; there is going to be another world where every one of them will be preserved. Indeed, there is another world, and the gospel comes that you might have your part in it. Jesus is still doing things, and we preach so that there might be someone here who is brought under the power of our Lord Jesus Christ; coming to know Him as their Saviour and Lord, coming to know what He has done, coming to know what He will do, coming to add, as it were, to those works which will be treasured up for God’s pleasure eternally. 

Now one of the glories of Jesus is that He speaks of Himself as the One who opens and no one shall shut, and who shuts, and no one shall open, and therefore I read about this door. He says to one company, “I have set before thee an opened door”, Revelation 3: 8. This door of which I have read was not always open, but it has been opened; Jesus has opened it so that you might enter in. It cost Him a lot to open this door; it cost Him everything, it cost Him His life. He had to give Himself, lay down His life and shed His precious blood in order that the door might be open to you into the eternal blessing of God. Wonderful sacrifice, the sacrifice of 

Jesus! What would hinder us from entering through that door into eternal blessing was that load which you and I carried, the load of our sins. More than that, the root of the thing which is working in us would ever preclude us from entering into that which God has in His heart for us in the way of blessing. But that load has been borne by Jesus, He bore our sins in His body on the tree, and Him who knew not sin was made sin for us, and it was all that that door might be opened for you, that you might strive to enter in. When I say, He bore our sins, I am speaking of believers. Can you say that He bore your sins? Have you put your trust in the Saviour? Have you taken account of Him there when He suffered for sins, the just for the unjust in order to bring us to God, as having been there on your account? 

There is no doubt according to God’s word that the work is sufficient; “he is the propitiation for our sins”, one could say, “but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. God has been satisfied, the claims of His throne have been met in relation to all that ever offended Him in man. It has all been met by the precious work of Jesus, the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, and the shedding of His precious blood. Those of us who have put our trust in Him can say that the precious blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son has cleansed us from every sin. Has it cleansed you? The door is open for you and no one can shut it but Himself, and one day He will. When that day will be I cannot say. I can say when the door was opened, but when it will be shut I cannot say; it may be even before this meeting closes. The matter is urgent; we would not even ask you to go home and consider it, but would urge you to accept the Lord Jesus as your own personal Saviour. You can accept Him now while you are sitting on your seat, and come into eternal blessing and come to know what it is to be secured for the pleasure of God. That is what redemption means, it means that you have been bought back. 

God never intended that man should be at a distance from Him. Some of us have been speaking of Him earlier, and of the day when He will realise His purpose, when the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them and they will be His people, and He will be their God (see Revelation 21: 3). Will you be there? The door is open, and it is open, may I say, this minute; I could hardly say this hour. You may say you have heard this many times, and still here is another gospel preaching, but there may not be another. Who knows, things happen, it may not be for all of us, but for any one of us, and the opportunity may be missed and missed for ever. The opportunity is now. Do not think of anyone else, think of yourself for once. We do not normally ask you to think of yourself, we might think it would be selfish to do so; but when it comes to these eternal realities the only thing to do is to think of yourself because no one can think for you. You alone must make this decision, you alone must obey the glad tidings, you alone must accept the Lord Jesus as your personal Saviour, and come under the shelter of His precious blood. 

So here was someone who was wondering about others saying, “Sir, are such as are to be saved few in number?” You look round this room, and you think of this city of Dundee and the thousands that there are all around us, and you say, Is this all that there are going to be? 

Thank God it is not. Thank God there will be thousands in this city, alive even tonight, who will be saved. But, what about you? What does the Lord Jesus say? He does not answer the question, “are such as are to be saved few in number?” He says, “Strive with earnestness to enter in”. That is, make sure you are one of them, and that is the word tonight. Make sure you are one of them. However young or however old, however many times you may have heard the gospel before or if it is only the first time, “Strive ... to enter in.” The enemy of your soul will put plenty of obstacles in the way, that is why it says, “Strive with earnestness to enter in”. The enemy would say, Well, if you do this you will have to give up this, you will have to give up that. Or he may have you say, Well, I seem to be as good as other people, why should I? But whatever it is, think for yourself and have to do with Jesus tonight and come into the door that stands wide open. Although, as it says here, it is a narrow door—“Strive with earnestness to enter in through the narrow door”. Do you know why it is a narrow door? There is only room for one at a time; persons are not saved in thousands, in hundreds, in tens, persons are saved one at a time. There is only room for one at a time, and still there is room for you. There is room, for you and we would say to you, “Strive with earnestness to enter in”, be earnest about these eternal realities. I plead with you to be earnest, do not let anything stand in the way of coming to know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour tonight, and coming into the blessing which God has in His heart for you. 

Do you know what that blessing is? It is that you should provide a dwelling-place for God. 

Can you think of anything more wonderful than that poor creatures like ourselves should provide a dwelling-place for God? As the apostle Paul could say, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit ... which ye have of God ... glorify now then God in your body”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20. The blessing in the glad tidings is that you might receive the Holy Spirit who will give you the consciousness of a relationship with God Himself; receive the Spirit of God’s Son whereby you may cry, Abba Father. That is the relationship into which you are brought, with the God against whom you have sinned, as you put your trust in Jesus and come under the shelter of His precious blood. Do not be satisfied with the matter of forgiveness only, but make sure that you have the consciousness of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. That is the gospel as it went out in the early days; they said to Peter as they were convicted by his preaching, What shall we do 

brethren? He said, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you”— each one of you, there is the narrow door “for the remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2: 38. The end of the glad tidings is not the forgiveness of sins, it is the reception of the Holy Spirit, in order that you might be here for the pleasure of God where once you had offended Him. What a gospel, and the door is open! Jesus opened it at such tremendous cost to Himself. It cost Him His life, and His precious blood was shed to witness that His precious life was laid down, and that He had tasted even the penalty of death. He tasted death for every thing because He is going to introduce a world in which everything is going to be treasured up for God’s pleasure eternally. He has opened up that world so that you should have your part in it, and He has gone there now. 

He is living. They could say when they came to the empty tomb, “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?”, Luke 24: 5. Jesus is the living One, the only Man who could say, “I am ... the living one—and became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 17, 18. What a thing that is, He has the keys of death and of hades. I suppose we often think of it as the keys He will use to release the dead when the dead in Christ shall rise first, but there is also the word, “the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways”, Daniel 5: 23. So who can say, as I said before, when the door will close for you, or for all of us? Thank God the most here have gone in one by one through the narrow door. I would plead with you again, “Strive with earnestness to enter in”, the sooner the better, the younger you are the better, and you will never regret it. There are those here who have been on the pathway a long time, who have accepted Jesus as their Saviour many, many years ago, and they will tell you that in all those years, whatever it has cost them in the way of suffering and reproach, they have never regretted it because the Saviour who died for them now lives for them there above. 

Our great High Priest is able to sympathise with us in our infirmities, the One who has been tempted in all things like as we, sin apart. He has annulled him who has the might of death so that we might be set free from the fear of death, who otherwise were all our lifetime subject to bondage. Are you afraid to die? Jesus has solved that question. He has annulled him who has the might of death in order that you might be set free from the fear of death. Are you set free? You are set free by having a living link with a Man who is on the other side of death, our Lord Jesus Christ, raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, and seated at the right hand of God in the place of power. From there He is soon coming with that mighty act of power to call all who have put their trust in Him, and all those who have gone before who in anticipation were cleansed by His precious blood. He is going to call all and to change their bodies into conformity to His own body of glory. I love the word, “according to the working of the power which he has”, not a power that He will acquire or a power that He will be given, but the power that He has, for He has the power to do it now. That is why I say the matter is urgent because He might do it at any moment. 

Still in the glory and perfection of His manhood, He is waiting the Father’s word, but when that word will be given who can say? The Father has reserved it in His own authority to control the times and seasons, and the time when this door will be shut is in His own authority, but it is open to you tonight. He is going to rise up and shut the door. What a solemn time that will be, but that is what it says, “From the time that the master of the house shall have risen up and shall have shut the door”. The door of mercy as known at this present time, the acceptable year of the Lord, will be closed for ever. There will be those who are brought in later, of course, there is the everlasting glad tidings in a day to come; but those who have refused the gospel in this wonderful time in which we are, will have no more opportunity. I trust no one here will be among them. 

The door will be shut—“the master of the house shall have risen up and shall have shut the door, and ye shall begin to stand without and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to us; and he answering shall say to you, I know you not whence ye are—then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten in thy presence and drunk, and thou hast taught in our streets”. You might say, I have been to the meetings week after week, I have heard the gospel, I know all about it; but if you have not accepted it for yourself the solemn word will be, “I know you not whence ye are”. There will be no excuses, nothing else will do, and the time is urgent, so strive with earnestness to enter in while the door is open; go in through this narrow door, one at a time, there is room for you. 

So it says, “I know you not whence ye are ... depart from me”. Solemn word! We have to present this, the urgency of the present time, but the wonder of it is that the long-suffering of God is waiting. It waited in the days of Noah while the ark was preparing; there was a vessel in which there was salvation for man, and few, that is, eight souls entered into it; the time came when they went in and the door was shut, for it says, “Jehovah shut him in”, Genesis 7: 16. Once you go through the narrow door, dear friend, in a sense you will be shut in. Thank God for that, the security of it. It is not saved today and lost tomorrow, but it is saved for time and eternity. What a gospel! Security, what a hope we have, as it says elsewhere, “as anchor of the soul”, something that you can hold on to, something that will never give way, “entering into that within the veil” (Hebrews 6: 19), going right into the very presence of God Himself, where Jesus is. He has entered as Forerunner for us; He has gone before, the firstborn from among the dead. The dead in Christ soon will rise first, and we the living who remain will be caught up to be with them in the air, and so we shall be ever with the Lord. The door then will have been shut, the Master of the house will have risen up, but the gospel goes out today so that you might be among those caught up, so that you might go in never to go out. Think of the promise to an overcomer, “he shall go no more at all out”, Revelation.3: 12. That is a wonderful thing for the believer in Jesus that he shall go no more at all out. You enter in through this door, it is like a one-way street, but I can assure you that you will never want to go back. Sadly there are some who may turn aside from the path of the will of God, but as far as the entrance into the door goes it is a one-way street, and you are secure for time and eternity. 

However young you are, you are not too young to put your trust in Jesus. He has a special interest in the children. We read in the Bible that they brought little children to Jesus that He might touch them, but the blessed Saviour would not stop at a touch, it says He took them in His arms and blessed them (see Mark 10: 16). O, before your years of trouble come, if you have not started school even, before you have to go out into the world and have to do with others who do not love Jesus, you can put your trust in Him now. You can come to know Him as your own Saviour, and prove what a Saviour He is, a present Saviour. It is not only the fact that He is a Saviour because He died for you, in order that He might save you from your sins, but He is a present living Saviour. He is able to save completely all who come to God by Him. Whatever it is that troubles you, whatever you need salvation from, the answer is in Jesus. As has often been said, He is an all-the-way-home Saviour. He will never let you down; you can always turn to Him and find that He is near and ready to support. As He said to His own as He left them, “And behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matthew 28: 20. That is, He would be with them in the way of support. 

Thank God, too, there is a way in which we can prove it in the way of privilege. There is a door that you alone can open, and that is the door of your heart to let Him in, to give Him the place there to which He is entitled. Has every one here who has put their trust in Him, thrown their heart’s door open so that He has the full place there, in answer to His loving desire that you might remember Him? You can have the joy of His presence among those who gather week by week to call Him to mind according to His last request. 

These things are very real and very urgent. I just leave this with you, beloved, that there is a door open tonight, and there is a way in for you. The Lord Jesus Himself could say, “I am the door”, John 10: 9. There is no way in apart from Jesus, the only way in is through Him; but He has opened the door for you and it is open today. Soon He is going to rise up and the door will be shut. I would say, strive with earnestness to enter in, do not let anything hinder you or stand in the way. There is nothing to hinder on His side. He has cleared the way completely so that you might enter into eternal blessing. You may come into the knowledge of God, the enjoyment of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, blessed relationship with God Himself, and knowing Jesus as a Saviour until the time that He comes to take you to be with Himself for ever. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Dundee
10 March 1996 

 


Scripture references

Luke 13:18-27 (JND) [18] And he said, To what is the kingdom of God like? and to what shall I liken it? [19] It is like a grain of mustard [seed] which a man took and cast into his garden; and it grew and became a great tree, and the birds of heaven lodged in its branches. [20] And again he said, To what shall I liken the kingdom of God? [21] It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal until the whole was leavened. [22] And he went through one city and village after another, teaching, and journeying to Jerusalem. [23] And one said to him, Sir, [are] such as are to be saved few in number? But he said unto them, [24] Strive with earnestness to enter in through the narrow door, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter in and will not be able. [25] From the time that the master of the house shall have risen up and shall have shut the door, and ye shall begin to stand without and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to us; and he answering shall say to you, I know you not whence ye are: [26] then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten in thy presence and drunk, and thou hast taught in our streets; [27] and he shall say, I tell you, I do not know you whence ye are; depart from me, all [ye] workers of iniquity.

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 24:5 (JND) [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead?

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Daniel 5:23 (JND) [23] but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of the heavens; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou and thy nobles, thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know; and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

Genesis 7:16 (JND) [16] And they that came, came male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him. And Jehovah shut him in.

Hebrews 6:19 (JND) [19] which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm, and entering into that within the veil,

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.

Mark 10:16 (JND) [16] And having taken them in his arms, having laid his hands on them, he blessed them.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

John 10:9 (JND) [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture.



WHAT GOVERNS OUR MINDS

P. L. Johnson 

Matthew 16: 13–28 

The word “mind” really involves the will. Sometimes we use the expression, ‘he was not minded to do that’. We mean it was not his will, or it was not his thought, or his feelings were not in that direction. That is really the thought here, it is not just the thinking process, but the mind. There were those of whom Paul had to say that they minded earthly things (Philippians 3: 19). It refers to what one goes in for. Peter was on the wrong line, and the Lord says, “thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men”. Peter’s movements and thought process, as well as what he willed and desired, were on a human level. My exercise is that there is always the danger of having the light and knowledge of the assembly but seeking to carry it out on a human level with human feelings. So what He says to Peter is, You are not governed by what is divine, you are governed by what is human. 

There is a verse in John that says, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them”, John 13: 17 (A.V.). Mr. Darby translates that as “blessed” instead of “happy”. I remember noticing that word ‘blessed’ as I looked it up in the Greek and it is normally translated ‘happy’. I thought that maybe the word ‘happy’ sometimes could be used in a human way, as we speak of a ‘happy person’; the meaning of ‘blessed’, I believe, would involve happiness, but not just in a human way. It is not just being a happy person. There are persons who have that kind of personality, outwardly they are happy persons. So “happy are ye if ye do them” is not that kind of happiness. It is happiness and blessedness that is felt in the soul, “blessed are ye if ye do them”. That is what I think the Lord is saying here, “thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men”. 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”. Think of the exercise of that. I wanted to emphasise more this second portion that I read because I believe this brings in the exercise that is required to use the light and knowledge of Christ and the assembly rightly. Otherwise it becomes formal and ritual; but here there is to be exercise, “let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”. What we need is self-judgment, because there is always the tendency of being on the line of the things that are of men; not profligate things, just taking things up humanly, everything being governed by human motives and human interests and human desires. While we are in the world, and we are human beings with a certain amount of human things we have to do, here it says of such, “thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men”. That is where the will and the heart are and what a person is given up to. We do not want to be given up to the things that are of men. We know that one of the greatest things that is of man is to have all of the nice things in life, to be able to have many pleasures and things of that nature, as the mind is set on them. In His mercy God gives things to meet our temporal needs, but this is not that one would set his desires upon that, but rather, “If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself”. 

I was thinking, too, of verse 25, “For whosoever shall desire to save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it”. You will notice that Mr. Darby has a note, ‘The word signifies both ‘life’ and ‘soul’’. I do not think this has to do with soul salvation, it has to do with life here. If you are one who desires to save his life, that means you are not fully committed to the Lord. You want to have things for yourself, thinking of yourself, and you really lose the life that God has for His people to enjoy. Then “whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it”, means that we put the Lord first in everything. 

Otherwise we will lose out on the life that God has for His people, “what is really life”, as Paul says (1 Timothy 6: 19). The Lord says, “For what does a man profit, if he should gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?” We might have many worldly advantages—I do not mean worldly in the sense of evil—I mean just things that belong to life in this world, and there is nothing wrong with having the things of life, l am not saying that, but you notice here it says, “For what does a man profit, if he should gain the whole world?” All of that can never make up for the loss of his life with God and with Christ, his spiritual life. He can never make up for the loss of that, “or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” I was just thinking that we have this light and knowledge in the first part, of Christ and the assembly, but here we see the practical side that goes along with it. We are to have not only the light and understanding but the exercise that goes with it. 

In verse 27 there is the reward, “For the Son of man is about to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will render to each according to his doings”. I was impressed with that, it is not according to what he knows, but his doings. I think it is proper the way it is put in scripture here, the light and knowledge come first. Again I want to emphasise that I think it is absolutely essential that believers come into the light of Christ and the assembly, to have the knowledge and understanding concerning that, just like Peter did. It was given to him; flesh and blood had not revealed it to him, it was made known to him. We come into the light first, but there should be along with that an exercise that we would be minding the things that are of God, not the things of men; our interests and our pursuits are not to be for things in this life. I think that is what He is saying, What if one gains the whole world? Our interests and our pursuits are not for that, but in the life that we have there might be the entering into the fulness and enjoyment of what is really life. Then in the end it will be rendered to each according to his doings. I just leave this word with us because I think it is something to consider. It is not according to what we know and what we are able to say, but it is what we do that counts. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Denton
3 October 2000 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 16:13-28 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it. [19] And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of the heavens; and whatsoever thou mayest bind upon the earth shall be bound in the heavens; and whatsoever thou mayest loose on the earth shall be loosed in the heavens. [20] Then he enjoined on his disciples that they should say to no man that he was the Christ. [21] From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised. [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee. [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men. [24] Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. …

Philippians 3:19 (JND) [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:)

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

1 Timothy 6:19 (JND) [19] laying by for themselves a good foundation for the future, that they may lay hold of [what is] really life.



EXTRACTS

The cloak “all of blue” was to be so made that “it shall not rend”. That which is spiritual and heavenly, and which is sustained by priestly grace, does not rend. Rents amongst the saints are caused by earthly and fleshly influences. The Lord does not fail those who call upon Him out of a pure heart. It is still possible for saints to get near the Priest in whose breast-plate are the Urim and Thummim. And those who really have to do with the Priest, and get the mind of God from Him, will think alike. Of that there can be no question. Difficulties and exercises amongst the people of God are often the way of rich blessing. They become the occasion for divine light to be given, and the Lord uses them to educate and enlarge His saints, and to give them an understanding of the truth which they would never have had otherwise. There is never anything of that kind which has not gain attached to it for those who go to the Priest about it, and our exercise should always be to secure that gain. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Exodus’—chapter 28, p.228, 229) In the early part of the last century many godly persons felt deeply the sin of the assembly; not merely their personal failures but that “the whole assembly” had departed from God’s thoughts. Priestly exercise was brought about as to what was suitable to God, and much light was given as to His ways and purposes, and as to Christ and the assembly. This led to a judgment of things in the light of the death of Christ, and to a movement of separation, and the result has been a revival, in measure, of the true spiritual features of the assembly, and of the service of God, and of the enjoyment of assembly privilege. 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Leviticus’, p.51) 
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