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OUR INHERITANCE

A. J. E. Welch 

1 Peter 1: 3–9; Ephesians 1: 8–14 

I seek grace to speak briefly of our inheritance, a very wide and intensely attractive matter. 

The word is used, I believe, to impart to our hearts a sense of settled assurance for what is in the heart of God for us. The idea of inheritance in human terms imparts a unique right to possession. If you have an inheritance in some distant land, which someone may have bequeathed to you, you know it is yours; you know that the laws of the land will not sanction any other claim upon it but yours. You may never have seen it, but it is yours. Whilst the human idea never fully reaches to the divine thought in such matters, I believe the principle remains that God would afford us assurance that we have an inheritance. Moreover, as I hope to show as we go on. He would give us immediate knowledge of it. We are not in it in fulness and finality as yet, but He would give us knowledge of it. 

It is very interesting to take this up first from the viewpoint of the beloved apostle Peter, and then to see it as it is conveyed to us by Paul at the height of his teaching. Peter had a range of experience which Paul did not have; he had been with Jesus in the days of His flesh, in close proximity at least to those happenings that surrounded His dying, His resurrection, and His going into heaven, and the coming of the Spirit. Peter, moreover, would have had his early outlook in Jewish terms, and the nation of Israel and those who composed it would be very strongly impressed with the idea of an inheritance, a territory promised of 

God for them. It was marked out for them as a nation, and they will still come into it. 

Just visualise a little the experiences of Peter, without going into detail. He had witnessed at the closest quarters the perfection of holy manhood in Jesus here, in the days of His flesh; in the midst of all that He passed through in this scene. Peter had seen moral perfection in Jesus. 

There was not a spot, not a stain, not the slightest diversion from the course that He pursued according to God’s will. He answering to God’s will to the tiniest detail at every step; and Peter saw that. He had in his mind and affections a view of what is perfect in the sight of God, and that in manhood. That had never been seen before, although looked on to in the language, often very enriching and stirring language, of the prophets, but never seen before. 

In Jesus was perfection in manhood, the uttermost devotion to God’s will even to the point of laying down His precious life. What it must have meant to Peter to see Jesus going into death, to think of such a life as that being taken from the earth! What it means to us all, of course, but I am speaking for the moment of Peter. A life that he had learned to be entirely unique in the moral sense was laid down; what a hold that would have on Peter! May I pause to ask, Has it really got a hold upon ourselves? You young lads and young lassies here, think of such a One laying down His life, and that on our account. When the empty tomb was disclosed Luke tells us that Peter went away home (Luke 24: 12). You wonder what was in his mind; you would think that for the moment probably his mind was in a turmoil, but however it was he went away home. 

But then the glorious fact was borne in upon him that Jesus was out of death. The tomb was empty, that was the first thing; but very soon as among the disciples he was brought to have his eye 

upon Jesus in life, raised from among the dead, the power of death broken. Think of it, you young people, the power of death was broken, broken by one glorious Man; I speak reverently, never forgetting who He was, I trust, but death’s power was broken by one glorious Man going down into death, and coming forth glorious in power and majesty. Peter would have some sense of these things; his attitude to things here, which were altogether out of accord with what had been seen in Jesus, must for him be a settled matter. He could not go on as if Jesus had never died and risen again. Sometimes I fear that we do things that might suggest, for the moment at least, that we have overlooked the fact that this is the scene of the dying and burying of Jesus. 

In being raised from the dead He has opened up a new scene altogether, “gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him”; He is gone into a place of pre-eminence. Peter would say, as in effect he does say in writing this epistle, I must stand related to Christ where He is. The power of resurrection has come in, another scene has been opened up in a risen Man; just as in the days of His flesh there was moral excellence and perfection in Jesus, there was something new and glorious in that risen Man glorified. You can understand the thrill that would fill the heart of Peter when it fell to him under the Spirit’s touch to publish that God has made Him “both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2: 36. I wonder if we have all experienced, and it is of God that we should, something of that inward thrill when we refer to Christ, gone into heaven into the place of pre-eminence, the One into whose hand the Father has committed all things. Get a view of Christ up there! 

Now Peter would say to us. You have an inheritance up there, you have a place and a portion up there; as a believer in the Lord Jesus, having 

received the Spirit, you have a place and a portion up there which is yours, and no other claim to it can be effective. Think of having an inheritance, as Peter says in this passage, in the heavens; but the important point which turns me to this scripture is how he describes it; he says, “an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance”. You might regard his description as put in negative terms, incorruptible, undefiled, unfading. It shows how well acquainted Peter was, as we are, beloved brethren, with that which is corruptible, which is defiled, and which fades. We know something about these things, corruptible things, defiled things, and fading things. Peter is just saying, Your inheritance is not related to that at all, it is outside of the whole system of things to which those features belong. It must have been a great matter in Peter’s history to think of that; having the Jewish nation very much in his mind, he was accustomed to think of an inheritance here. He says, No, that is not the point, the inheritance is “incorruptible and undefiled and unfading”. It is a wonderful matter to learn in that way, to learn it by contrast. 

Scripture often teaches us much by contrast, and this is a very strong case of it; those features with which we are so familiar have no part up there; what characterizes everything up there is the glory of Christ. So he says. He “has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”— a living hope. What a hope we have, beloved brethren, an assured hope, and the inheritance stands related to that; we have a portion where Christ is, as Peter goes on to say, “reserved in the heavens for you”. It is totally beyond the reach of the enemy’s power. There can be no spoiling of that inheritance, reserved for you. Would you not love to enter into it? We will come to that side in a minute, but think first 

of the character of this inheritance, and note that we have been begotten again “to a living hope” in view of it. In the meantime, as he says, we “are kept guarded by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”, kept, preserved here, but with an inheritance in view. Our day-by-day matters often hold our minds and attention far more than they need. Think of this inheritance, the assured portion that you have up there; none can touch it; in the sense of what Peter is presenting it is yours. The force of the word inheritance attaches to it, it is yours, you can rest assured of the possession of it. 

But he goes on to remind us that there may still be some time in which in—the Lord’s will we are left here. “Wherein ye exult”, he says first; I would love that we catch the exultant note of this scripture; the word itself is used more than once. “Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials”; that is, a change of the character of things here is not in mind. In the will of the Lord, the perfect wisdom in which that will is brought to bear upon us. He may leave us a little while; He may test our faith, there may be various trials, a very real thing; it is but to bring out the reality to us of what faith opens up. 

The character of things here, in the midst of which Jesus in the days of His flesh had moved, is not changed; in many respects its moral character has worsened, but basically it is not changed. The scene is one in which sin is found, and is working extensively and in the most subtle ways possible; it is not changed. You might say there is no need for it to change, from one viewpoint, because we have a portion up there. Of course, ultimately, the character of things here shall be changed. How? By the appearing of this glorious Person, to which Peter looks on here in verse 7, “be found to praise and glory and honour in the revelation of Jesus Christ”. He is coming; once rejected, scorned, crucified, buried, He is coming to take up His rights. Does it not give you a thrill? Think of every element of evil having to give way; think of all the confusion removed for ever. Dear young brethren, what a confused world we are in! What corruption, what defilement, what fading there is; we see it on every hand, but we have an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, unfading. The Spirit of God would say, It is yours. 

Now that brings me briefly to Paul. Paul speaks of the inheritance amid all the wealth of this epistle, the whole character and outlook of which is heavenly. Paul had not been in the way through which Peter had passed, in that part of his history which is of consequence. He had been apprehended by Christ, who, as Mr. Taylor used to say expressively, came out of heaven to secure him. Paul’s whole outlook was Christ in glory; he never knew Him in the days of His flesh. All that entered into Paul’s soul really stood related to a glorified Christ and the Spirit come; that was Paul’s experience. It is very interesting how he came into things; the Lord appeared to him first, and he went into Damascus, and a brother came to him and spoke to him of the Holy Spirit. He gets a touch from Christ first, and then he is brought into acquaintance with the Holy Spirit, the gift of the Spirit. I wonder what experience each one of us here has of Christ in glory. What an objective! What His love has done for you, and is doing for you, and always shall do for you! It is a very simple touch, but we need to have our view lifted towards that glorious objective; He is there in manhood, so that we can by the Spirit apprehend the glory that is there. Putting it very simply, and with reverence, there is nothing mystical about the presence of Jesus in heaven; He is a real Man up there, “carried up into heaven”, as Luke says. 

But then, as exalted, He has sent the Spirit; He begged the Father and the Spirit has come. What experience have we of that? Have we any experience of it today? Think of this company of persons, all committed, I believe with great genuineness, with a desire to be here in the grace and power in which the Spirit would sustain us in our links with Christ where He is. This, we might say, is Pauline, as he speaks of our inheritance. Verse 10 refers to “the administration of the fulness of times”, the heading up of all things in Christ. Think of all the dispensations yielding a full answer, in which God’s rest shall be eternally. On what principle shall that be established?—the heading up of all things in the Christ; everything is to be adjusted by its relation to that glorious Man where He is. Everything is to stand related to Christ, but the blessedness of it is that through the Spirit we stand now in active relation with Him. There is that which we wait for which enters into our hope; there is that which is to enter constantly into our calculations, especially as we partake of the Lord’s supper, but we know this glorious Person. What a resource the believer has, to take everything to Jesus, knowing that the whole vast scene of things is soon to be rightly regulated, adjusted in whatever way may be needed, and what a vast matter it shall be as coming under the hand of that glorious Person. He is about to come and effect everything to secure the scene of the divine eternal rest, and yet whatever your problems, whatever your troubles, He will come into them today with a heart that is full of love for you and just give you the answer to every problem, every one. 

It says, “in him, in whom we have also obtained an inheritance”; it does not say we shall obtain, but we have obtained an inheritance. He goes on lower down to speak of the Spirit as the earnest of it; I am coming to that; but let me first point out that we have obtained an inheritance, it is not put off to the future. It is up there in, heaven; Paul would enlarge to us the side of what is in the heavenlies, just as Peter did to a different people, but Paul relates everything to a heavenly Christ and the Spirit down here. He says, in that Person you have an inheritance. Why does it say, “in him”? Because by reason of where He is and the place He fills that inheritance becomes ours. We have no demonstrable claim for it in anything that we may possess here, it is in Christ. A very attractive expression that, which you young people might like to look into, what is said to be “in Christ”. What is effected is completely effected in Him, and that for us; we may not be in the literal possession of it yet, but it is ours in Him, and as you come into the presence of Jesus you get some impression of what your inheritance is, it is “in him”. And we are “marked out beforehand according to the counsel of his own will, that we should be to the praise of his glory”; it has in mind, beloved brethren, our being secured now for the praise of His glory. We think of that as we come within a few hours, perhaps, to the Lord’s day, “to the praise of his glory”. He is the glorious Object, God Himself, who has thus blessed us. This is all positive in a heavenly sense, the centre of everything is up there, and involves a Man up there, and what we have in that Man includes our inheritance; and we may enjoy it now. 

So that lower down it says, “ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to the praise of his glory”. That is to say that, having the Spirit, we gain from the Spirit and from His activity an impression of what that inheritance substantially is; He is the earnest of it. In its essential character let me describe it very simply, it is a place with Christ. 

Think of the assembly’s place with Christ; think of Him in His glorious manhood sharing everything that is His as Man. That relates, I believe, to the character of our inheritance, and we learn it in a more extensive sense in the earnest of the Spirit, engaging us with that glorious Man as He is and where He is. The Spirit has been much in our minds today in other connections, but let us prove Him in this sense, awaiting the time for finality, “to the redemption of the acquired possession to the praise of his glory”. We shall soon be in it actually, and as being in it actually it will be for God’s praise. In the meantime we have the Spirit, who is the earnest, to enter now into the glorious features of what is really our assured possession, not in this scene with all its darkness, but in a heavenly scene. May He give us increasingly entrance into it, for His glory. 

Address at Redbridge
9 January 1982




Scripture references

1 Peter 1:3-9 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, [4] to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in [the] heavens for you, [5] who are kept guarded by [the] power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in [the] last time. [6] Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials, [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ: [8] whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory, [9] receiving the end of your faith, [the] salvation of [your] souls.

Ephesians 1:8-14 (JND) [8] which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence, [9] having made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him, [11] in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will, [12] that we should be to [the] praise of his glory who have pre-trusted in the Christ: [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Luke 24:12 (JND) [12] But Peter, rising up, ran to the sepulchre, and stooping down he sees the linen clothes lying there alone, and went away home, wondering at what had happened.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.



CONTRIBUTORS





E. F. Woodford 

2 Kings 4: 38–44; John 6: 5–12; Ephesians 3: 14–19 

I have in mind to say something briefly about contributors. Every one of us is a contributor and my exercise is as to what we are contributing, whether it is for the good of the whole. 

The first sentence read is, “Elisha came again to Gilgal”. What a safe place this is! I think Elisha resorted there as knowing what it meant. He would no doubt feel that if he did not go there the flesh would have some advantage over him, and 

therefore his service, his work at that time, would be hindered, for the flesh deadens the service very effectively. So he came again to Gilgal and there was a famine in the land. Is there not a famine in the land today? not, maybe, applying to food, for God is faithful in making provision for mankind with seed-time and harvest, which will continue to the end, but there certainly is a growing scarcity generally of the fear of God, of loving thy neighbour as thyself, honouring father and mother, and of loving the truth. Have you not heard people say, Things are not what they used to be? What a change there has been even since the last world war. Yet the Holy Spirit is still here and is ready to stir up in us those conditions of which we sang in our hymn— 

‘Lord, kindle within us a holy desire, 

Like that which was found in Thy people of old, 

Who tasted Thy love, and whose hearts were on fire, 

While waiting, in patience, Thy face to behold’. (Hymn 194) You read some of the old ministry; it is very stirring. A lot of Mr. Taylor’s early ministry, you know, is very simple to read for he was then only a young man and he served simply, yet most effectively. Are we sufficiently appreciative of what the Spirit would do amongst us as we defer to Him? How thrilling to walk into a meeting room, where there is a real lively anticipation of what is going to come, everybody alert and listening. Well, that is to be increased, because all around there is famine. 

So Elisha says, in effect, ‘Well, now what are we going to do? Is it going to be famine here too?’ No; there is a great pot and it is to be set on. “Set on the great pot”, he said to his servant. I think Elisha would be very thankful that there was one who was ready to put on the pot. Perhaps you think that that was a very menial task, but it was absolutely essential. I was very interested to note that Mr. Taylor likened this to Colossians and the hidden thoughts of Christ. Now I think that throws a fresh light—to me it does anyway—on this passage, that this was what Elisha had in mind having been to Gilgal. Now, he said, What have we got?—hidden thoughts of Christ. There is pottage, that means a variety of good things rightly brought together. What thoughts there are which we can have as to Christ, the hidden Man of the heart. Well, this all went in to what was there in the great pot. 

Now there was a man there and he thought, Well, I want to be a contributor too, and he went off into the field and he found a wild wine and gathered from it his lap full of wild colocynths. Now you will see that one thing marked this, that what he was gathering was wild—and, you know, what is wild will not do for the pot. It will not further those treasured hidden thoughts of Christ; it has no place. If you try to bring in wild ideas, wild thoughts, it will only bring in death. It may not be seen, and this man did not seem to realize what he was doing. Often irresponsible actions come from a lack of thought. Maybe we ourselves get just a bit wild. It is not that we are that characteristically; I do not think this man was a wild man at all; he was not like the man that no one could bind, even with chains (see Mark 5: 3). No, this was just one occasion; he gathered what was wild, and it did great, harm. It is often wild thoughts about the truth that do the damage. The vine in its right setting is good. Much could be said about that, a vine with the grapes, speaking of what can be pressed for the satisfaction, the joy, of God’s heart. But this was a wild vine and it has no place in the pot. 

Then these wild colocynths. Do you know what colocynths are? Well, there is one interesting thing about them and that is they are mentioned in relation to the building of the temple (see 1 

Kings 6: 18; 7: 24). So you see they have a link with what was right. But these were not that, these were wild; again, dear brethren, I say that wild thoughts about the truth only bring in harm. So he brought these. Really, you know, he was a careless man, that is how we would have to describe him; not a bad man, he was not evil, but he was careless, and that is a very dangerous position to get into, to be careless as to the truth. I say this feelingly as I have been careless about the truth; almost careless, you know, about coming to the meetings, careless about my thoughts. Maybe this is exercising us afresh, for such carelessness is harmful both to me and to the brethren. And what did he gather these things in? It says he gathered his lap full of them. Maybe he was feeling in the back of his mind, ‘I am going to bring in a lot, perhaps even make my name’. But it was in his lap; that is very careless. Ruth did not gather things in her lap, they were gleaned, then beaten out, and brought to Naomi. But this was careless, just a heap in his lap and he shred them in, Let us shun carelessness, beloved. Let us be careful persons, marked by care about the truth. 

Now what is going to happen? Is everything lost? Some harm comes in and we throw our hands up—‘The whole thing is lost!’ “Man of God, there is death in the pot!”—What are we going to do? He says, “Bring meal”; he does not even say that to his servant—it was for whosoever willed. Who can bring in thoughts of Christ, suggested in the meal, into such a situation? May we all be exercised to bring in thoughts of Christ. You dear older brothers and sisters, we value you when you bring in thoughts of Christ immediately; it is not only that death is removed from the pot but there is now no harm at all. No harm to the dear brethren; would that not be grand? no one harmed. Well, the bringing in of thoughts of Christ is going to result in this. 

I go on to the next passage. Now here is a man anxious to help, but he is not bringing his lap full. This man, I would say, is a careful man in what he contributes. When you hear brothers speak of the need of care in what we say, what part we take, you may think. Well, the best thing for me is to sit back, I cannot make a mistake then. But if you sit back, beloved brother and sister, and young ones, and do nothing, that will be one of your greatest mistakes, and the joy of a true contributor will not be yours. The Lord longs that you might be like this man, a contributor of what is good. Well, he comes up from Baal-shalishah; I understand that means a place where authority is recognized, where authority is known; not law exactly, not a place of law, but where there is a good influence (see J.T. N.S. Vol.34 p.234). A good influence in our localities is needed; in every locality there should be a good steadying influence. Now that is where this man came from, and what did he bring? He brought things to the man of God—that was his thought, not exactly the sons of the prophets—“and brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley. It is remarkable, is it not, that they should have been counted? “Twenty loaves of barley; and fresh ears of corn”—In his lap? 

No, “in his sack”. That is, he had a vessel there and he carried these things; he was not going to drop one. I think the man who carried the wild colocynths in his lap would not mind if a few were left on the wayside, lost on the way. 

But this man from Baal-shalishah would say, I am not going to lose any; I will make sure my sack has no holes in it. He brought twenty loaves. What are they? Barley loaves; those fresh thoughts of Christ. The Spirit would give us, I am sure, fresh thoughts of that Man today; barley, the first harvest. That is where Ruth was active, in the barley harvest. “And he (Elisha) said, Give to the people that they may eat”. That is, a true man of God who would share what he had and have the good of the people in mind. I think that could be widened with all of us, you know. 

Have we the good of the people in mind, so that what comes is shared, shared amongst the people? But this other man, a practical man I suppose he was, said, Well, how is this going to work? “How shall I set this before a hundred men?” I should have thought myself that twenty loaves would have been sufficient for a hundred men, but let us just see the spiritual side of this. He did not see how the thing could work, and many of us are like that at times. How is this going to work? But the man of God repeats, “Give the people that they may eat; for thus saith Jehovah—They shall eat, and shall have to spare”. Beloved brethren, not only is the feeding carefully to be looked after, but God has in mind that there is going to be enough and to spare. Everything that God does speaks of abundant results. God has great thoughts; they are not limited; often ours are so limited; God’s thoughts are great, and He would have that which is to spare. So they did that, “And he set it before them, and they ate and left thereof, according to the word of Jehovah”. There was enough and to spare. May we be encouraged to be contributors, and to experience for ourselves that there is still something to spare. 

Now in John 6 Jesus Himself is concerned about giving to the people. But, so graciously, He does not give directly—He does in some places—but in this instance He asks, What shall we do? He exercises Philip; Now what are we going to do? I believe that that is just what the Lord would do now to exercise us all as to what we are going to do 

about the food supply. We may all be able to discern when there is death in the pot; we may all think it is wonderful to have such a supply that we can bring all those loaves, twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of corn, but the Lord says. Now wait; you have these people to feed. You have brethren in your local meeting who need the food supply. Now what are we going to do? Philip saw this and said, Well, I really do not know what we are going to do; if I go to the shop, if you give me money, what is that going to buy? Then Andrew says, “There is a little boy here”. He feels that it is not of much account. I hope none of the little boys here feel they are not wanted. A little boy; that is all that they thought of him and what he had, “five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many?” Ah, but Andrew had not reckoned with what the Lord could do in that situation. 

You know, there are some situations which we find extraordinarily difficult. I believe the ministry in London last week was very important, as to how virtually impossible situations were met. Well, this is a case where the Lord is going to use what there is there. I believe that is the important thing. You do not have to go elsewhere to get it. The virgins (Matthew 25) would have said, Go to the shop and buy; but it is what there is there, and I am sure there must be the equivalent of a carrier of barley loaves in Tunbridge Wells whom the Lord can use to satisfy His people. He loves His people; He will see to it, I believe, that they are kept fed; but the service of doing it is to be activated the more with us. So Jesus said, “Make the men sit down”; the state amongst them is to be one of restfulness to receive this food. If there is agitation with us that is no state to receive what is spiritual. We cannot grow in a state of agitation or of fear. The Lord 

would say, Just sit down; be restful, and see what I can do. “And Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks”—how important it is that we are thankful; as we read earlier, “be thankful”—“distributed them to those that were set down”. I have often wondered whether somebody was not prepared to sit down; was not prepared just to be submissive and see how Jesus was going to come into the situation. But it was only those who had sat down, it was only those who were restful and dependent on Him, who got this, and so it is with us. “And in like manner of the small fishes as much as they would”. It has often been said there is as much spiritual food as you want; the supply is inexhaustible. May none of us lack the reception of impressions of Christ. 

Now just very briefly on Ephesians 3. I really had hardly anything to say, but the reading of these verses I felt would leave some impress upon us as to being filled even to all the fulness of God. As that was Paul’s desire for the Ephesians, it is the Lord’s desire for us here now, the fulness of God. May we be filled a little more ourselves on this line, and be exercised and energized in this matter of contributing. How the Lord loves to serve us and bring in enlargement for the prosperity of His own. Well, may we know the good of these verses at the end of this wonderful and outstanding prayer, the scripture even going into the detail of Paul bowing his knees, “I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named”. Go over these verses, beloved brethren, that we may get something more of the tremendous scope of what God has for us and would have us enter into; and if we feel some lack, may we be exercised that the state amongst us shall be greatly improved. There is not much time left ere the Lord comes. “His wife has made herself ready”—that has taken time, taken preparation, 

but there comes a moment when she is ready, and I believe we are near that moment. May we all be ready, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Tunbridge Wells
23 October 1982 

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 4:38-44 (JND) [38] And Elisha came again to Gilgal. And there was a famine in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him. And he said to his servant, Set on the great pot, and boil pottage for the sons of the prophets. [39] Then one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered from it his lap full of wild colocynths, and came and shred them into the pot of pottage; for they did not know them. [40] And they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they cried out and said, Man of God, there is death in the pot! And they could not eat [it]. [41] And he said, Then bring meal. And he cast [it] into the pot, and said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot. [42] And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of corn in his sack. And he said, Give to the people that they may eat. [43] And his attendant said, How shall I set this before a hundred men? And he said, Give the people that they may eat; for thus saith Jehovah: They shall eat, and shall have to spare. [44] And he set [it] before them, and they ate and left [thereof], according to the word of Jehovah.

John 6:5-12 (JND) [5] Jesus then, lifting up his eyes and seeing that a great crowd is coming to him, says to Philip, Whence shall we buy loaves that these may eat? [6] But this he said trying him, for he knew what he was going to do. [7] Philip answered him, Loaves for two hundred denarii are not sufficient for them, that each may have some little [portion]. [8] One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, says to him, [9] There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two small fishes; but this, what is it for so many? [10] [And] Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place: the men therefore sat down, in number about five thousand. [11] And Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, distributed [them] to those that were set down; and in like manner of the small fishes as much as they would. [12] And when they had been filled, he says to his disciples, Gather together the fragments which are over and above, that nothing may be lost.

Ephesians 3:14-19 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Mark 5:3 (JND) [3] who had his dwelling in the tombs; and no one was able to bind him, not even with chains;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



UNSPOKEN PRAYER

S. J. B. Carter 

Isaiah 54: 11–13 

Spoken prayer is audible, and normally it is distinct, and generally it is public. Unspoken prayer is inarticulate—it is too deep to be voiced in words, but it is heard—heard in secret by God. 

When passing through seasons of trial and sorrow, when the water-floods of grief and bereavement overflow the soul, when depressed by one’s moral state or circumstances, when the pressure seems well-nigh at breaking-point, what a relief, what a comfort it is to know that the priestly eye of Jesus ‘ searcheth the heart’, eager, as it were, to detect, to decipher anything there that is for God, and that He interprets the ‘groanings of the Spirit’ and makes intercession accordingly (Romans 8: 27). 

Can He heed a groan? Yes, even 

A GROAN 

He counts a groan as a prayer—not only the groanings of the Spirit, “which cannot be uttered”, but also the groanings of our own spirits. 

A groan may speak anguish or of longing desire. We may “groan, being burdened”—groan for deliverance 

(2 Corinthians 5: 4). We may likewise groan because what is awaiting us up there is so enchanting that we yearn to enter into it (2 Corinthians 5: 2). “The whole creation groaneth”, and Paul adds, “we ourselves groan”. Sometimes that is all we can do. Sometimes we may even groan, “O wretched man that I am!” But we never add—“Who shall deliver me?” if we know who He is. But every groan to God is heard. “Lord ... my groaning is not hid from thee. 

Thank God, it never is. But He, can also heed 

A SIGH 

A sigh has not that intensive force which a groan has, it is softer. Yet how affecting it sometimes is. 

The weeping prophet was full of sighs—“I sigh”—“her people sigh”—“her priests sigh”—

“my sighs are many”, Lamentations 1: 4, 11, 21, 22. 

The weeping Saviour, Jehovah’s Servant-prophet, often sighed, yes, “He sighed deeply”, Mark 8: 12. 

‘For ever on Thy burdened heart 

A weight of sorrow hung, 

Yet no rebellious murmuring word 

Escaped Thy silent tongue’. 

The Psalms breathe His sighs. They reveal what Jesus felt as He suffered. 

In the Pentateuch we have the figures; in the prophets, the forecasts; in the gospels, the facts; in the epistles, the fruits; but in the Psalms, the feelings of Christ as He suffered. 

Every sigh He heaved was to God, and, like the frankincense of the meat offering, it went up to God. Every divinely prompted sigh we utter to God is heard. Ay, and, poor weary soul, it may mean more to Him than ten thousand words, however eloquent—“For the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord”, Psalm 12: 5. 

‘No faintest sigh His heart can miss, 

E’en now His feet are on the way, 

With richest counterweight of bliss 

Heaped up for every hour’s delay’. 

A TEAR 

The great men of the Bible were often great weepers—Joseph, Moses, David, Jeremiah, Ezra, Nehemiah. 

“Jesus wept”. The Man of sorrows mingled His tears with those of His bereaved and beloved ones. He wept, too, over Jerusalem. He wept also in other ways—ways too mysterious and sublime for us to understand (Hebrews 5: 7). Oh! let us ponder His tears well—ponder them till every fibre of our moral being pulsates with holy emotion. 

Whilst guarding against what is natural sentiment, yet we should cultivate spiritual emotions. 

A tear in the eye of a child may be very appealing and do what words fail to do. God treasures the tears of His people. He has a bag for their sins, a book for their thoughts and words and deeds, a bottle for their tears (Job 14: 17; Mal: 3: 16; Psalm 56: 8). David was not satisfied with a divine record of his tears being kept—he wanted them preserved. “Put thou my tears into thy bottle”. 

Even in public let us not check the tear when it starts. John Bunyan said he liked to see’ ‘Mr. Wet Eyes’ among the saints. I once saw a brother in tears at a prayer meeting, though he spoke not a word. I murmured ‘Amen’ to his un-spoken prayer. The woman of Luke 7 said nothing with her lips, but her tears said a good deal. Paul speaks of his “many tears”; John wrote, “I wept much”; Timothy was in tears about “the testimony of our Lord”. We need to steep the gospel seed in tears (Psalm 126: 6). Who can estimate the worth and power of a tear shed before God in prayer? 

A LOOK 

Solomon prayed, at the dedication of the temple, for every man who shall know ‘the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house’. What a mute appeal, yet how pathetic! How many a pious Israelite, in captivity or alienation from God’s house, feeling the plague of his own heart and otherwise oppressed, looked towards God’s house, like Daniel at his open window, and got blessing. We can look toward heaven—to a Person. “They looked unto him and were enlightened” (Psalm 34: 5. N.T.)—that is the way of relief and happiness. 

Try it, dear troubled one. Perhaps you say, I have looked but have got no relief. Look again—look till your spiritual vision becomes calm and clear. Jonah said when down among 

“the weeds” and at “the bottoms of the mountains” and tempest-tossed by “floods”, 

“billows”, “waves”, ‘I will look again towards thy holy temple’, and he did. Then he was able to add—“And my prayer came in unto thee”. 

A DESIRE 

How cheering and reviving it is that even a desire can cleave the mighty space between earth and heaven and be heard above. “Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the needy”, Psalm 10: 17. Every desire born in the renewed affections after Him is cherished and fostered by Him. 

“Lord, all my desire is before thee”, Psalm 38: 9. 

Are we so overwhelmed that we cannot even groan or sigh? so low that we cannot give vent to even a tear or a look? so utterly cold, inert, and hopeless that the soul feels it is prayer-less? Yet, surely there must be a desire after God if there is life! Beloved, that is prayer! 

“With my soul have I desired thee in the night”, Isaiah 26: 9. 

Amid impenetrable gloom that may sometimes enshroud us, when the soul seems shut out from God, and the heavens seem like brass, when there is neither “sun nor stars” to lighten the darkness of our night—then, even then, we can rest in a quiet waiting, heaven-inwrought desire after God, and be encouraged by knowing that even the desire of the heart is graciously heeded and interpreted by Him as unspoken prayer. 

Quotations in this article are mainly from the Authorised Version. 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 54:11-13 (JND) [11] [Thou] afflicted, tossed with tempest, not comforted! Behold, I will set thy stones in antimony, and lay thy foundations with sapphires; [12] and I will make thy battlements of rubies, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of precious stones. [13] And all thy children [shall be] taught of Jehovah, and great shall be the peace of thy children.

Romans 8:27 (JND) [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God.

2 Corinthians 5:4 (JND) [4] For indeed we who are in the tabernacle groan, being burdened; while yet we do not wish to be unclothed, but clothed, that [what is] mortal may be swallowed up by life.

2 Corinthians 5:2 (JND) [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven;

Lamentations 1:4-22 (JND) [4] The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn assembly: all her gates are desolate; her priests sigh, her virgins are in grief; and as for her, she is in bitterness. [5] Her adversaries have become the head, her enemies prosper; for Jehovah hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her children are gone into captivity before the adversary. [6] And from the daughter of Zion all her splendour is departed: her princes are become like harts that find no pasture; and they are gone without strength before the pursuer. [7] In the days of her affliction and of her wanderings, since her people fell into the hand of an adversary, and none did help her, Jerusalem remembereth all her precious things which she had in the days of old: the adversaries have seen her, they mock at her ruin. [8] Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore is she removed as an impurity: all that honoured her despise her because they have seen her nakedness; and she sigheth, and turneth backward. [9] Her impurity was in her skirts, she remembered not her latter end; and she came down wonderfully: she hath no comforter. Jehovah, behold my affliction; for the enemy hath magnified himself. [10] The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her precious things; for she hath seen the nations enter into her sanctuary, concerning whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy congregation. [11] All her people sigh, they seek bread; they have given their precious things for food to revive [their] soul. See, Jehovah, and consider, for I am become vile. [12] Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger. [13] From on high hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth against them; he hath spread a net for my feet; he hath turned me back; he hath made me desolate [and] faint all the day. [14] The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: they are wreathed, they are come up upon my neck; he hath made my strength to fail; the Lord hath delivered me into hands out of which I am not able to rise up. [15] The Lord hath cast down all my mighty men in the midst of me; he hath called an assembly against me to crush my young men; the Lord hath trodden as a winepress the virgin daughter of Judah. …

Mark 8:12 (JND) [12] And groaning in his spirit, he says, Why does this generation seek a sign? Verily I say unto you, A sign shall in no wise be given to this generation.

Psalms 12:5 (JND) [5] Because of the oppression of the afflicted, because of the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith Jehovah, I will set [him] in safety, at whom they puff.

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

Job 14:17 (JND) [17] My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou heapest up mine iniquity.

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Psalms 126:6 (JND) [6] He goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for scattering; he cometh again with rejoicing, bearing his sheaves.

Psalms 34:5 (JND) [5] They looked unto him, and were enlightened, and their faces were not confounded.

Psalms 10:17 (JND) [17] Jehovah, thou hast heard the desire of the meek, thou hast established their heart: thou causest thine ear to hear,

Psalms 38:9 (JND) [9] Lord, all my desire is before thee, and my sighing is not hid from thee.

Isaiah 26:9 (JND) [9] With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.



BOUGHT WITH A PRICE

(1 Corinthians 6: 20) 

J. D. Stenhouse 

Lord, we are not our own, 

And here would own Thy name, 

Where Thou didst walk unique, alone, 

In such reproach and shame. 

Constrained by love so pure, 

With joy we tread the way, 

In righteousness we would endure, 

Stand in the evil day. 

Empowered by strength divine, 

And faith, we do not fear; 

As lumin’ries would seek to shine 

Amid the darkness here. 

How precious to us now 

The bonds of Thine own love; 

Thy peace doth fill us as we bow 

To Thee our Lord above. 

As vessels sanctified, 

Our true desire would be 

In Thy blest service to abide 

Until we are with Thee. 

Bathurst, N.S.W., Australia 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 6:20 (JND) [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.



A WISH RECALLED

J. G. Deck 

I wish I were an angel bright, 

To stand before the throne in light, 

And join the myriads that proclaim 

The honour of the ascended Lamb ... 

But stop! what loser should I be— 

I could not sing, ‘He died for me!’ 

Ah, no! I’d not an angel be; 

A sinner saved is the name for me. 

I’d rather debtor be to grace 

Than fill e’en Gabriel’s honoured place, 

And, washed in Calvary’s precious flood, 

Owe all to Christ’s atoning blood. 

 


EXTRACTS

If I impose a hymn, or any ministry which is not of the Lord, however good in itself, I am self-confident, and I am breaking the peace. If I have anything to contribute and refuse to do so, because of any selfish reason, I am checking the Spirit, not only for myself but for all present. 

J. B. Stoney (N.S. Vol. 10, p.342) 

There is a difference between the forgiveness which gives rest to the conscience, and the washing and wiping of the feet which assures the heart that there is not a shade of distance between the Lord and it. Peter exemplifies this when he sees the Lord after His resurrection. 

His conscience is relieved by it, but it is not until after the dinner (John 21), the moment of social nearness, and the subsequent converse with Him, that Peter is restored to full confidence, and all sense of distance removed. 

J. B. Stoney (N.S. Vol. 12, p.61) 

The Spirit is the greatest governing principle of all walk and ways, the sure guarantee for everything that God requires of us, so that we are pleasing to God. If the Spirit is recognised and we do not grieve the Spirit, we please God. If we grieve the Spirit we do not please God. 

If we quarrel with one another we do not please God. If we wrangle over things we do not please God, and this would extend to our business affairs, our household affairs, and our family affairs. The Spirit is here ready to serve us, dear brethren, in all these matters, so as to bring about a heavenly condition here on earth, and in spite of the contrariety there is much that pleases God. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 58, p.239) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England

 


Scripture references

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …
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