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“THE SON OF MAN”


John 1:49-51

 

We sang of the Lord Jesus,

       ‘As Son of man, of all the theme’ (Hymn 274),

and this reference to “the Son of man” was what was before me, with the desire that we should be helped in understanding the glory that the Lord Jesus has as the One who is “the Son of man”.  There is a distinctiveness to this in John's gospel.  We know that in the other gospels, which we often refer to as the synoptic gospels, the Lord Jesus, generally, when He speaks of Himself, refers to “the Son of man”.  I think that brings in the grace of His position, that He has come in to link Himself with humanity, so that He should be here on man's behalf.  

But there is a distinctiveness in the way in which the title appears in John's gospel.  Here we have Nathanael, who it seems was very well instructed and intelligent in the truth as it was known then, and he has discerned the glory that belongs to the Lord Jesus.  He uses these three titles – of “Rabbi” and “Son of God” and “the King of Israel”.  It would be very interesting for the dear young people to spend some time in John 1 and to look at all the different titles by which the Lord Jesus is drawn to our attention in that chapter, for there are many of them.  He is the Son.  He is the One here who is distinguished.  This was Nathanael's intelligent response; he spoke about what he observed.  The Lord Jesus says, “Thou shalt see greater things than these”.  Now, Nathanael was perhaps confined in his thoughts to Israel, because he was an Israelite himself in whom there was no guile, and the Lord Jesus introduces Himself as related to something that is greater and wider.  “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel”, as relating to Israel, is something of glory, but God is in Christ introducing something that is greater and wider.  The Son of God, of course, is a very interesting title.  Nathanael would have been intelligent, intelligent in the Psalms.  In Psalm 2 there is One spoken of who is the Son of God and the king of Israel (vv.6,7) but the Lord would introduce something greater.  You could not say in broad terms that “the Son of man” is a title greater than “Son of God”, but I think in this context, where it is confined to Israel, there is something that God has in mind to introduce in another Man who has His glory as “the Son of man”.

Now, it is difficult to define what is particularly in mind in this title “Son of man”.  I desire, I trust with the Lord’s help, to consider the Scriptures and how they display this Person.  As we do that, they will teach us what is the glory and the distinction of the One who is “the Son of man”.  The first thing that is brought before the attention of Nathanael and those with him is that they “shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”.  That is, “the Son of man” is the One who has come in from God's side and on our behalf, and as the link between earth and heaven.  There could not have been a link of any kind between earth and heaven, apart from the Lord Jesus coming in.  That is part of the glory that is displayed here, that “the Son of man” is the One through whom there is that link between earth and heaven.  

I refer to two further scriptures: “And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3:13-15.  And then, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?” (chap.6:62).  Now the reference to “the Son of man who is in heaven” is beyond any human explication or explanation.  Here is a Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, in His glory as the Son of man on this earth, in this scene, and Nicodemus is before Him.  The Lord is speaking to him, and yet He can speak of Himself and the glories He has as “the Son of man who is in heaven”.  You can see that all the excellence and the virtue and the value of heaven is available, is brought near, because of the glory and the majesty of “the Son of man”.  For the Lord to say what He said means that this is a divine title.  It is only God Himself, One who is personally God, who could speak in this way and say, when here upon this earth, “the Son of man who is in heaven”.  

It is a title before which we bow down, and you see the glory that there is that brings in the whole excellence of heaven.  “No one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven”.  That is the One spoken of as “the Word became flesh” (John 1:14), the Person who was here as having come down from heaven, and He has come down from heaven having all the fragrance, all the power, all the grace of heaven and making it available to this man, Nicodemus, if he has the faith to enter into it.  For us to enter fully into this depends of course on the presence of the Holy Spirit.  But this glorious person, the Son of man, is bringing heaven’s excellence and glory to bear: “no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven”.  He has the right and the glory and the power to be in heaven, to go into heaven, yet also to speak here of Himself as “the Son of man who is in heaven”.  And as referred to in John 6, there is then a question: “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?”.  That is a test for man.  There is a test for every one of us, for we think of the glory of One who is indigenous to heaven, native to heaven, yet here in this scene in the glory of manhood as the Son of man.  

Then, to refer back to chapter 3, the Lord in speaking, immediately moves from that excellent opening of the glory of One who is divine, “the Son of man who is in heaven”, to say, “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”; that is, to be lifted up on the cross, lifted up to die.  Think of that: the glory of One who has come in in this way and who has such majesty and such excellence that He can speak of Himself as “the Son of man who is in heaven”, yet He immediately goes on to refer to the fact that the Son of man must be lifted up.  He must be lifted up if you are to come into blessing; He must be lifted up if you are going to know all the fragrance and the greatness of what there is in heaven.  He must be lifted up if the fulness of God's purpose is to be accomplished.  It is wonderful that Christ should be set forth and spoken of in this way as “the Son of man”: “thus must the Son of man be lifted up, that every one who believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”.  You have an object of your faith in “the Son of man”.  You have an object of your faith in the One whom God has provided for you, to take up all the issues that lie upon you so that you can enter into the fulness and the enjoyment of what God has in mind in life eternal.

We know the next verse, John 3:16, very well.  It presents to us the heart of God and the love of God.  That is its presentation: God's love is so great that He has given His Son.  But these verses prior to that, 14 and 15, show the excellence of this Person, “the Son of man” who has to be lifted up, and all that it meant to be lifted up.  The reference goes back to the serpent lifted up (Num.21:9).  Think of that, when all the many types set out in the Old Testament sacrifices were there: how excellent they were, and how wonderful.  Look at the bullock, or the ram caught in the thicket, or any of these offerings that attract your attention, or consider the excellence of the ark.  The same One spoken of in these types has taken the position of being lifted up.  The Lord Jesus, the Son of man, has been lifted up, He had to be lifted up.   That figure of the serpent brings in the fact that this One has taken on Himself everything needed to address man's condition in sin, and that for you to live you must fix your eyes upon Him, fix your eyes upon the One who has been lifted up.  

John’s gospel brings in further references to the Lord Jesus as lifted up.  “Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things” (chap.8:28).  To revert to what is in my mind in this, as we look at all these references we are to gain cumulatively an impression of what this title “the Son of man” means; to know what it is.  When the Lord says, “thus must the Son of man be lifted up” (chap.3:14), He is viewed as lifted up according to divine purpose.  But here in chapter 8 there is a responsibility laid upon man, the Jew particularly, but on man as a race.  The Son of man has come in, in all the greatness that belongs to Him, introducing the heavenly light that He brings in, and what is man's response to that?  It is that this One should be lifted up, lifted up to die.  He was lifted up according to God's thoughts that there should be what is distinguished, because, as it has been said, it was not appropriate for One of such greatness and glory – who fulfilled the divine will and purpose – to die on the earth1.  But from man's side, He was lifted up to degrade Him, so that this should be displayed.  That is the heart of man and we have to learn that.  The answer to man's way of treating the Son of man is to see the excellence of the Son of man lifted up according to God's thoughts, and to appreciate that excellence. 

There is one other reference to the lifting up, and that comes later.  It does not specifically refer to the Son of man, but it brings men in.  The Lord says, “and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”, John 12:32.  You can see how wonderful it is that you have this attractive Person, and you have individuals, persons who have been affected by the glory and by the excellence and by the availability of the Son of man, and they are drawn to Him.  I trust that sounds attractive, and that we have an impression of the excellence of this One who has been lifted up on our behalf, the One who was lifted up to take up liabilities, the One who has been lifted up so that everything should be fulfilled for God.  We are drawn to Him; our view has been drawn to this One: “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”.  How wonderful that He has drawn so many to Him.  I trust all here have been drawn to Him.  Have you been drawn to the Son of man, to this Person?  

Now I would like to refer to these persons in this section who say, “and how sayest thou that the Son of man must be lifted up?  Who is this, the Son of man?” (v.34).  We see here man’s view, man’s contempt for such a One.  I do not think that these were honest inquiries.  So let us each take this up: let there be honest inquiry that we should know what the excellence of the Son of man is as set out in these verses. 

I now want to look at another reference: “and has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is Son of man”, John 5:27.  You can say, look at the fairness of God, that He should give judgment into the hands of this One, the One who has done so much for you, and who has done so much for God.  God says, as it were, ‘The judgment is going to be in the hands of this same One’, a Man who has come here, who has been here as a Man and as the Son of man, sympathising; think of His sympathies, think of His grace, think of the way He has brought in the glory of heaven.  This is the One who is going to be the judge.  This verse comes in amid a few references to the Son of God.  The Son of God is the One who has power to raise the dead: in verse 25, there is “the voice of the Son of God” raising the dead: that is, persons who are morally dead now.  How wonderful it is that there is One who is going to do that.  He is actually going to raise the dead too, but it is “the Son of man” who will execute judgment.  He is entitled to do it because of the way in which He has secured things for God. 

As we think of the present time, of the testimony, we see the need that it should be maintained until such time as we are caught up, and so we need food.  Where will we get it from?  Chapter 6 of John’s gospel is of course the great food chapter.  In that chapter, the Lord Jesus Himself says, “Work not for the food which perishes, but for the food which abides unto life eternal” (v.27).  Where are you going to get it?  The verse goes on, “which the Son of man shall give to you”.  And then He adds this wonderful reference, “for him has the Father sealed, even God”.  Think about that, a Man here, walking in this scene, and He is sealed by God.  The Son of man has been sealed by the Father – “for him has the Father sealed”.  Think of all this affection, the fulness and richness of divine approval, shown in the fact that the Father, in His affection, should seal Him.  That is the mark of His approval upon Christ: “him has the Father sealed”.  And in relation to the Father as His Father, we see especially in John's gospel how attractively the Father and the Son were together.  How attractive it is to see the Father and the Son working together (see chap.5:17-19); the Father showing things to the Son (v.20); the Father as the One who is giving Him food to eat; the Father marking every step of the Lord Jesus with approval, “him has the Father sealed”.  

Then the Lord adds, “even God”.  The scripture says, “to us there is one God, the Father”, 1 Cor.8:6.  It is not only that there is the Father's affectionate response, but that of God, that God Himself has sealed Him.  God would put upon Him that seal of His own approval.  And that One is glorified as the Son of man.  What is He doing now?  He is providing you with food.  “Work not for the food which perishes”: there is much that men feed upon in this scene that is of no value.  There was a time in history when great value was placed on an ass’s head for food.  That is the world just now, placing value on an ass’s head and a cab of dove’s dung (see 2 Kings 6:25).  That is what the world does.  It values things which are of no value, which are unclean, and it feeds itself upon them.  But here you have the opportunity, the possibility, of feeding upon what the Son of man would give you, the food which abides unto life eternal. 

But then, what is it?  What is this food?  The chapter is full of these different impressions of the excellence of that Man.  There is food in the Man in His suffering; there is food in the Man in the glory; there is food in every facet of Christ's life and His glory.  Here it says, “Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves” (chap.6:53).  Now this verse might seem somewhat mysterious; you might ask, ‘Have I done this?  How do I know?’.  You examine yourself and you see that there is life there.  You look at yourself and find there is life according to God there, that is not life in the flesh; it is not in anything that comes from man as man, but you find you have some life, some spiritual life.  Where does it come from?  You have been feeding; you have begun to feed on the Son of man.  You have begun to feed on the flesh and the blood, but then you have to continue.  

And that brings in exercise, moral exercise as to what His death involves, that you have died with Him.  His death is the end of you as a man of that natural order.  “What is man?” (that is, Enosh, weak, mortal man), the psalmist says (Ps.8:4) – nothing, finished, dead.  He is finished at the cross of Christ.  The Son of man in His excellence is ready to be crowned with glory and splendour (v.5), yet in the way He went, in giving Himself, He provided food, and you feed on that and you become like Him, you become like that One.  There is a lovely poem about that in one of the poetry books, which speaks about what the saints feed upon, and of these saints it says, ‘For as their food are they’2.  Is that you?  There is a moral change that comes from feeding on a different kind of food.  

Now there are two references, later in John’s gospel, to the Son of man and glorification.  The first is: “But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit” (chap.12:23,24).  This is in the context of the Greeks coming, and perhaps the disciples were somewhat pleased to see some interest from the Greeks.  The Lord says in answer to that, “The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified”.  That is, the One whom we have seen in all His accomplishments and all His excellence, is going to have a place.  He now has that place at the Father’s right hand, crowned with glory and honour, everything accomplished, everything excellent.  

But then immediately He goes on to speak about the grain of wheat.  It means that there are going to be persons associated with Him, persons who are kindred with Him, who have their spiritual origin in the death of Christ.  “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone”: think of the excellence that there could have been, in one sense, eternally before the eye of God, in simply looking at Christ alone.  Yet the desire of God was not only to have Christ, not only to have that Man in excellence in flesh and blood as He was here, but to have others who are of the same origin, the same character formed by Him.  How wonderful that we can have that part and will know it eternally: our part will be with this One.  It is nothing to do with the wisdom of the Greeks, nothing to do with the law that the Jews had, nothing to do with the signs that the Jews had; these things are all finished, and the Son of man is set up in a different order and level of excellence. 

The second reference is in chapter 13, where it says: “When therefore he” (that is Judas) “was gone out Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him” (v.31).  Where was the Son of man to be glorified?  In this setting, He was glorified in what He was going to endure; excellence was going to come out in what He would endure following this.  There is a glory that comes out immediately, because Judas had gone out and you see what man is in Judas – the depth of evil that would betray his Master and Lord, betray One whom the Lord could address as “friend”, Matt.26:50.  Judas would betray the Lord with a kiss; he had that intimacy with Him.  The Psalms bring out the Lord’s feelings about it (Ps.41:9; 55:12,13).  The excellence to God came out in the Lord Jesus in His response to Judas; excellence according to God came out in every step of His blessed humiliation, until there on the cross where Christ endured everything, and where He had to be made what was so distasteful to God, when He was made sin.  Yet, if He was made sin, it was in that place, at that time, that the purest and the greatest and the fullest of the excellence of what there was in the manhood of Christ was displayed.  Think of the glory and the wonder of the moral excellence of the Son of man: “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him”.  There has been a whole race of men, and God has not been glorified in one of them.  But in Christ, God is fully satisfied, fully glorified, fully displayed in excellence, the excellence of knowledge of God's moral nature, every aspect of that made known as the Son of man is glorified.  How wonderful to have an association with such a Man. 

Well, these are the references to ponder in John's gospel.  There are other references, including one which is so attractive, regarding Stephen.  Stephen at the time of his martyrdom – what was he doing?  He was looking up (Acts 7:54-60).  Here is a man with a link to heaven.  He has gained that understanding, he has learned that, that there is a Man who is the connection between heaven and earth.  Every connection that there is, is by that Man.  I do not take away from the activity of the Holy Spirit, of course, but that too depends on the work of Christ.  Who does Stephen see there?  He says, “Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God” (v.56).  

And that position, perhaps not standing, but that position of the Son of man at the right hand of God remains.  Think of that: He is there; Hebrews brings in that He is seated there; He is crowned with glory and honour (chap.2:9).  How wonderful that that Man is there!  He is waiting, waiting to come for you to take you away with all His saints.  There is nothing that is ever going to be seen that is so excellent as when you see His face, when you hear His voice; how wonderful to think of the voice of Jesus.  We wait, and as far as we can, by faith and by the Spirit, we are to fix our eyes on heaven, as Stephen did.  Heaven continues to hold a Man in all His glory and excellence.  

I trust we will be helped to have that Man before us and be helped in our response to Him 

whichever title or whichever glory of His is brought before us.

For the Lord's name's sake.

Address in Dundee

2 November 2024

David C Brown

 

 


Scripture references

John 1:49-51 (JND) [49] Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel. [50] Jesus answered and said to him, Because I said to thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these. [51] And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

John 3:13-15 (JND) [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Numbers 21:9 (JND) [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

John 5:27 (JND) [27] and has given him authority to execute judgment [also], because he is Son of man.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

2 Kings 6:25 (JND) [25] And there was a great famine in Samaria; and behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was worth eighty silver-pieces, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung five silver-pieces.

Psalms 8:4 (JND) [4] What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

Matthew 26:50 (JND) [50] But Jesus said to him, [My] friend, for what purpose art thou come? Then coming up they laid hands upon Jesus and seized him.

Psalms 41:9 (JND) [9] Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I confided, who did eat of my bread, hath lifted up [his] heel against me.

Psalms 55:12-13 (JND) [12] For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified [himself] against me then would I have hidden myself from him; [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend.

Acts 7:54-60 (JND) [54] And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him. [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.



“KEEP THY HEART MORE THAN ANYTHING THAT IS GUARDED”


1 Peter 1:3-5;  Philippians 4:4-9;  Jude 20-25

I wanted to say a word, dear brethren, in relation to being guarded, as it is spoken of in the first two scriptures read.  We are living in a day outwardly where there is increasing darkness and apostasy and that raises real exercises for the believer as to how to walk rightly and how to be preserved.

I am sure we would all desire to be preserved in faithfulness to the Lord; preserved from the world; kept, you might say, for the Master’s use.  Speaking very practically, we think of the young ones and what is coming into the schools nowadays.  We feel for them very much and desire that they might be preserved.  The young people need physical protection too.  Many of the brethren live near big cities – I am just being simple and practical about it – and there is a need for preservation.  However, my particular impression is that at the present time we need to be preserved in our affections. 

To support that I was thinking of the verse in the Proverbs, “Keep thy heart more than anything that is guarded; for out of it are the issues of life” (chap.4:23).  Again, if I can speak very simply, as believers we have given our hearts to the Lord Jesus, committed ourselves to Him, and entered on the Christian pathway.  We are thankful to have been set together in fellowship, and to be able to enjoy precious things from the Lord Himself, by the service of the Spirit.  Those are precious things and we enjoy them, do we not?  They are not just a theory.  They are real: I think it has been said that the love of God involves that Christianity becomes a reality to us, that we actually live in the enjoyment of it.  

So our affections are important.  Paul says in speaking to the Corinthians that he was concerned “lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, so your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ”, 2 Cor.11:3.  The idea of simplicity as to the Christ suggests that we have a singleness of eye for the Lord Jesus (Matt.6:22).  That may be a simple word, but I feel the edge of it for myself.  The way of preservation is to have the Lord Jesus and His things as the great object of our life and of our affections.  

Before coming to these scriptures I just want to refer to the passage in John 17 where the Lord, in speaking to the Father, says “When I was with them I kept them in thy name; those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished, but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled” (v.12).  The disciples were here with the Lord Jesus.  As Peter says, they had left everything and followed Him (Matt.19:27) and the Lord Jesus says in that wonderful verse that when He was with them He kept them, He protected them and He guarded them.  He says, “those thou hast given me I have guarded, and not one of them has perished”.  

How great it is that believers have been given by the Father to Christ.  That includes us.  Think of the greatness of that.  It is precious that we have been given to Christ.  We belong to Him.  He has a claim over us that no one else does.  And having been given His own, the Lord Jesus protected them when He was here.  They were with Him in the circumstances of His pathway in testimony.  They would have seen the opposition that there was to Him, and yet He protected them.  What they needed, He provided.  When they were sent out in service for Him, they did not rely on material things, but on what He provided.  He asked them that question, whether they had lacked anything, “And they said, Nothing”, Luke 22:35.   

I was also thinking of what comes into chapter 18 of John’s gospel.  The band comes with Judas and the officers, the chief priests and the Pharisees, to take Jesus (v.3).  The greatness of His person comes out (v.6), then it says, “Jesus answered, I told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go away” (v.8).  I have been impressed by how the Lord Jesus protected His own.  The love of the Lord Jesus for His own came out in those practical ways when He was here: He kept them and guarded them.  He spoke to the Father about having done that.  What a successful service it was, that He protected His own.  I say that for our encouragement: there may be many exercises carried, as indeed there are, but we can rely on the love of the Lord Jesus and His desire that we should be preserved in the testimony and protected and kept for His interests.  He says, “and not one of them has perished”.  

That passage in John 17 goes on to record the Lord’s words that the disciples were in the world but not of it, and the Lord desired that they should be kept in it (vv.11,15).  Those words in His precious prayer – the words of the Lord Jesus to the Father – should encourage our hearts.  He takes account of the full scope of the testimony, because He says, “I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word; that they may be all one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee” (vv.20,21).    You think of the Lord’s desires that His own, including ourselves, might be kept, and I might say kept together, that there should be maintained here, until He comes, that which expresses Himself and is faithful to Him because we love Him.  There is no doubting the love of the Lord Jesus: how great it is.  I think these words in John are for our encouragement.  We have in written form the express desires of the Lord Jesus that His own might be preserved in the current pathway of testimony.

In our scripture in 1 Peter, he speaks about the greatness of the living hope to which we have been begotten again.  He says it is “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”.  How important that is, that all our blessings are on the basis of the work and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and indeed His ascension to glory.  What a cost has been His, that we should have this hope, which Peter describes as an “incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance”.  The things that we have been brought into have this character: they are heavenly.  They are “incorruptible and undefiled and unfading”, and are “reserved in the heavens for you”.  Death cannot interfere with them because the Lord Jesus is out of death; and they are not touched by the defilement that is in the world, or by the changing and fading character of things here, but they are “reserved in the heavens for you”.  

One important matter for our preservation here is for us to be occupied with these heavenly things.  They are “reserved in the heavens for you”, but that does not mean that they are only to be enjoyed in the future: we are to enjoy them now.  It has been said that the way to continue to the end is to be occupied with the heavenly calling, to go in for it and to know its satisfying character3.  How precious and important that is for us, that Christianity is to be enjoyed and we are to appreciate and enter into its “incorruptible and undefiled and unfading” character, because everything is secured for us where the Lord Jesus is in glory.

Then Peter says, “who are kept guarded by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”.  These things that really belong to us are so precious.  We are down here, but Peter says that we are “kept guarded by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”.  I was thinking about the power of God.  Much could be said about it.  From one point of view God can do anything; He could change the circumstances of any of us and He could make a different way.  But the power of God, as operating in relation to the testimony, would encourage us to be dependent upon Him.  There is a certain glory, is there not, in dependence?  It is simple dependence upon God and upon what He is able to do.  

Particularly in relation to this, I thought of the importance of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  If our affections are to be kept for the Lord Jesus, our eye is to be single (Matt.6:22), as already mentioned.  This means that we are to have one object only, and the Holy Spirit would help us in relation to this.  The Lord Jesus refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit when he says, “till ye be clothed with power from on high”, Luke 24:49.  How important is the presence and power of the Holy Spirit: “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4:4.  Relying on the Holy Spirit, and maintaining communion with Him, will keep us in our affections for Christ.  It will help us individually and also as together, in relation to these precious things that are ours.  It has been said that the material things that we have here are not really ours.  We are stewards of them, but the heavenly, unseen things are really ours.  I would like to encourage my own heart and the hearts of all here that we might increasingly go in for these precious things that have been given to us in Christ.  That would help to keep us in the waiting time as we rely upon the power of the Holy Spirit.

When we come to Philippians, Paul says, “the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus”.  And then he says, “the God of peace shall be with you”.  The knowledge of God Himself is a preservative for us.  We are in a world where there is so much opposition to God.  It might not be overt, although it is increasingly becoming so, but what a precious blessing it is to have the knowledge of God Himself.  A brother said that if he were to be asked what the greatest blessing was that he possessed, he would answer, ‘It is the knowledge of God’4.  You think of being brought to know the God of peace and to know God’s peace “which surpasses every understanding”.  

This is something that is available, but my desire in relation to this scripture is that we might know it in a practical way.  The apostle Paul says in this passage, “the Lord is near”.  I wonder – I speak to my own heart – whether in any circumstance individually, or in our localities, or together in a wider way, do we know that the Lord is near?  If we do, then we would be restful and we would have, as I am sure we do, the consciousness that He is able to undertake for us and is able to enter into any matter that concerns us; He is able to give direction to our hearts and to give assurance.  If the Lord is near and we have the sense of that, then we would know more of Him.  And we would experience, as I am sure we do, more of His precious things.  

Then Paul speaks about prayer: “Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God”.  How important that is, that as a practical matter of being preserved and being guarded, we must be dependent on God in prayer, having to do with God individually.  Then how important the prayer meeting is, when we can come together in the presence of God in a particular way to find the resource and help and support for the testimony.

Paul then speaks about thanksgiving.  We see that prayer is not only about our needs, or what is needed in the testimony, important as that is, but it involves the heart going out to God and entering into the greatness of His things.  How important it is to have a thankful heart and a heart outflowing in praise in response to God.  As these things are known, and I am sure they are, there will be more for God in the way of praise and response to Him.  The result is – as the apostle says – that if we are on this line, then the “peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus”.  Think of God’s peace!  There is an area which has never been disturbed but we can be brought into the present enjoyment and assurance of it as we are on these lines.  

The apostle speaks about our hearts and again we are reminded of the importance of our affections, and the need for them to be kept.  But he also speaks about our thoughts.  What an exercising thing that is: really our thoughts are the way into our hearts, into our affections.  Then the apostle gives this simple exhortation as to what we should think about, these six things: what things are true, noble, just, pure, amiable and of good report.  Much could be said about that, but my simple impression is that as we come to Christ, as we think about Him and think about His things, we would find that all these things are true in Him.  The contemplation of them will be for the protection and guarding of our hearts and our thoughts.  

How we need it!  As I said, we are in a difficult day, but there is resource and blessing available to us as we take these things up and as we are dependent on God.  I believe that is how we will prove the nearness and the love of the Lord Jesus.  Paul sets himself out as an example.  “What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, these things do; and the God of peace shall be with you”.  How much has entered into Paul’s teaching that we have received and appreciate – the heights of God’s calling and the heavenly blessings, the truth of sonship, the truth as to the assembly.  All these are set out in Paul’s ministry, and they were demonstrated in the apostle.  It is an important thing for us, that things are seen; they have been demonstrated in those who have gone before and who have been with God.  We have that opportunity too to enter into the greatness of these things and to know in an increasing way the God of peace.  

I was also encouraged to refer to this scripture in Jude.  The background to this short epistle is one of increasing public turning away.  As we know, Jude was obliged to exhort those to whom he wrote “to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints” (v.3).  He could see what was coming in.  If there was turning away in Jude’s day, how much more in our day, and how much we need practical preservation.  I say that particularly to the young ones.  The things you have received as coming to Christ are precious, and the things that you enjoy amongst the saints are precious.  These are important things and they need to be kept and guarded.

Jude refers, in another very practical exhortation, to “building yourselves up on your most holy faith” (v.20).  What Jude says in verses 20 and 21 involves each of the Persons of the Godhead.  He speaks about “praying in the Holy Spirit”.  He also speaks about “the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”.  What resources we have, and yet on our side there is exercise needed.  I feel for myself that we need to be more on this line of prayer and keeping ourselves in the love of God.  What blessing there is practically in that!  It is not a passing matter, but we should set ourselves increasingly to keep ourselves in the love of God, to keep in the area where His things are regarded as precious, and to be dependent on the Holy Spirit in “awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”.

God is able to keep us: there is no doubt about that.  Jude says, “to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set you with exultation blameless before his glory”.  God is able to do that, and He will do it.  My desire is that we should be helped on these lines increasingly to keep ourselves in this area of “the love of God”, to enjoy it, and thus to be preserved until the Lord comes.  I say again that precious things are available to us, but they need to be preserved.  We have our most holy faith: there is that which has come to us from God Himself which is precious and is holy and it is to be kept.  God would desire this – “him that is able to keep you” – and He is able to do it.  May we be encouraged, dear brethren, that we might be guarded and kept until the Lord comes.

May these impressions encourage us, and may the Lord bless the word.
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5 October 2024

 

Richard Gray

 

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 1:3-5 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, [4] to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in [the] heavens for you, [5] who are kept guarded by [the] power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in [the] last time.

Philippians 4:4-9 (JND) [4] Rejoice in [the] Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near. [6] Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus. [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things. [9] What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, these things do; and the God of peace shall be with you.

Jude 1:20-25 (JND) [20] But *ye*, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. [22] And of some have compassion, making a difference, [23] but others save with fear, snatching [them] out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. [24] But to him that is able to keep you without stumbling, and to set [you] with exultation blameless before his glory, [25] to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, [be] glory, majesty, might, and authority, from before the whole age, and now, and to all the ages. Amen.

2 Corinthians 11:3 (JND) [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.

Matthew 6:22 (JND) [22] The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light:

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Matthew 19:27 (JND) [27] Then Peter answering said to him, Behold, *we* have left all things and have followed thee; what then shall happen to us?

Luke 22:35 (JND) [35] And he said to them, When I sent you without purse and scrip and sandals, did ye lack anything? And they said, Nothing.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Matthew 6:22 (JND) [22] The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body will be light:

Luke 24:49 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.



THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD


John 5:25,28

We have buried our brother’s body; we have laid it in the grave, and our purpose now is to commit that body to the Lord Jesus.  I want to take this opportunity to say something about that, the fact that we will commit his body to the Lord.  I am going to refer to two verses in John’s gospel chapter 5.  Both references speak about the voice of Jesus, the voice of the Son of God.  In verse 25 it says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live”.  Now I would like you to note that it says in that verse that the time “now is”.  That is today, the day in which we are.  The scripture means that that voice speaks today, it speaks at this graveside; it is “the voice of the Son of God.” 

I wonder what that voice is saying.  We know what it said in the gospels: the gospels tell us that Jesus spoke, He taught, He spoke about the love of God.  It was a voice that was full of affection, full of God’s love.  It was a voice that said, “I am the good shepherd” who “lays down his life for the sheep”, John 10:11.  It was a voice that said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35), and “I am come down from heaven”, John 6:38.  It was a voice that said, “If anyone thirst, let him come to me and drink”, John 7:37.  And a voice that said on the cross, when He had completed His atoning work, “It is finished”, John 19:30.  

Now, our brother heard that voice; but you see it says, “the dead shall hear”.  That reference is to the moral condition of humankind as estranged from God, having no response spiritually towards God.  But those who have heard that voice and responded to it, as our brother did, it says of them that they “shall live”.  Now, what did that mean for our brother?  It meant two things: firstly, that he would have a spiritual life, there would be a life infused into our brother that was spiritual and that caused him to be responsive to God.  And secondly, it changed his personal life.  It changed what he was as a teenager, he became serviceable to the Lord Jesus, he committed his life to the service of Jesus and, as we heard earlier, he also committed his life to serving others who had come to know Jesus as their Saviour.  They were his brethren, those with whom he came into contact, who were lovers of Jesus, and he served them in the way of encouragement.  That is the present time.  

How is the voice of the Son of God heard now?  It is heard in the presentation of the glad tidings, the gospel, and our brother committed himself to that.  He was a great preacher of the gospel; he was always willing to speak about his Saviour.  That life of service of our brother’s is finished now; his mortal life, his life as a husband, a father, a grandfather, a brother-in-law and a brother in the Lord, that life is finished, but that other, spiritual, life I spoke about continues.  His spiritual life continues.  The scripture was read earlier, “your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved”, 1 Thess.5:23.  So, our brother’s spiritual life continues, and we can say about him that he is “absent from the body and present with the Lord” (2 Cor.5:8); that is his present condition, where he is at the present time. The voice of the Son of God speaks in the gospel to give life to persons.  Oh, that everyone here might know that!  

I now want to refer to verse 28, where it says something further about the voice of the Son of God.  This time it speaks of a future day, a soon-coming day.  Those who love Him hope that day will be soon, but it is coming, and that future day speaks about resurrection, being raised from the dead.  Now, the One who was here, the Son of God, said to a grieving family, “I am the resurrection and the life”, John 11:25.  Paul tells us that He was “marked out Son of God in power ... by resurrection of the dead” (Rom.1:4), and He did that: He raised Lazarus; He raised the young man at the city of Nain; He raised the daughter of Jairus.  There was divine power in Jesus.  But here is the wonderful thing, that He Himself was raised, the One who died and went into the grave for us, He has been raised out of death.  He says Himself as to His life, “I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again”, John 10:18.  He took up His life again and now He lives eternally in the presence of God; and there He has established the place for every believer in Himself, and He has the right to come and to raise persons from the grave.  

Let us read verse 28 of John 5: “Wonder not at this, for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall go forth; those that have practiced good, to resurrection of life, and those that have done evil, to resurrection of judgement”.  All will be raised.  Think of the graves in this place: all will be raised, but there is a distinction.  Some will be raised to life and others will be raised later to judgment.  How sobering.  Now, dear hearer, our brother will be raised to life because of his faith in Jesus.  We have these two classes of persons, those who have done good – those who have in faith accepted Jesus as Saviour, and those who have not: the saved and the unconverted.  Those two resurrections will not take place at the same time.  Other scriptures, Revelation 20:5 for example, tell us that they are separated by time.  There is a first resurrection, to life; and then a thousand years or so later, a second resurrection.  

Now, in that first resurrection, what graves here will be opened?  Scripture refers to Christ risen as the “first-fruits”, 1 Cor.15:20.  That is a wonderful thing, that the first resurrection has already begun.  It began when Jesus came out of death, and He will complete it by coming to open every grave that holds His own.  He will not miss one.  The graves of all those who are saved are known in heaven.  The Son of God will come, and the power of His voice will raise such to life.  He will raise them to be with Himself.  I do not want to say anything about that second resurrection except to repeat what it says in Hebrews 10:31, “It is a fearful thing falling into the hands of the living God”.  But those who believe, and have died, will be brought out of death, as 1 Corinthians 15 tells us.  They are “sown a natural body” and “sown in corruption”, but they will be “raised in incorruptibility” and “raised in glory”; they will be “raised in power” and “raised a spiritual body” (see vv.35-44).  It is very wonderful.  

But what of those who are alive when that happens?  We will be changed.  Will you be among them, among those who are going to be changed at the coming of Jesus?  And then it says, “and thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thess.4:17.  That is forever: let these things sober us, but give us encouragement too.  That day will come soon; it will come, and now in the meantime we will pray to the Lord and commit to Him our brother’s body for safe keeping. 

Word given at graveside, Kirkcaldy

19 September 2024

 

Walter Patterson
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Scripture references

John 5:25-28 (JND) [25] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live. [26] For even as the Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son also to have life in himself, [27] and has given him authority to execute judgment [also], because he is Son of man. [28] Wonder not at this, for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice,

John 10:11 (JND) [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep:

John 6:35 (JND) [35] [And] Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me shall never thirst at any time.

John 6:38 (JND) [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me.

John 7:37 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.

John 7:37 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (JND) [23] Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:8 (JND) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord.

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

Revelation 20:5 (JND) [5] the rest of the dead did not live till the thousand years had been completed. This [is] the first resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:20 (JND) [20] (But now Christ is raised from among [the] dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep.

Hebrews 10:31 (JND) [31] [It is] a fearful thing falling into [the] hands of [the] living God.

Hebrews 10:31 (JND) [31] [It is] a fearful thing falling into [the] hands of [the] living God.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.
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