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CHRIST AS BEING MADE SOURCE

N. J. Henry 

John 1: 43–51; Revelation 22: 16; 1 Corinthians 11: 23–25; Ephesians 4: 14–16; 2 Kings 2: 19–22 

I trust from these scriptures to say a little as to Christ being made source. We are no doubt familiar with the expression that God is the source but the two do not conflict. Christ as Man has been made source by God. I think that is a very glorious study to think of what Christ has been made. As I say, they do not conflict because of who the Man is. God has made Him through the way He went to be source for us and eventually to men. The Lord here says to Nathanael, “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”. That had never happened before. We might go back in our minds to Genesis 28 where a dream was dreamed by Jacob, a ladder was set up on the earth and angels were ascending and descending on the ladder. The focus was on the ladder with Jehovah standing above it of course; here it is on the Son of Man—quite a different departure in the ways of God. No doubt to that great patriarch Jacob, God was opening something up to him that He would elevate man. He was not in his own land, he was a fugitive, and things that Abraham and Isaac held were not immediately seen and this dear man, who became a patriarch, had this dream; God in His grace extending to Jacob what His mind was. 

But here there is a change—the Lord Jesus says, “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”. That was quite new. 

God had anticipated this, it was not a new thought with God, this One was the Man of purpose. Adam could not be the man of purpose, you could not have a man made of dust in heaven. You would have a ‘heavenly man’ in heaven—that would be understood by all. Here He is on earth, the Son of man on earth, and I think what is opened up here is that God is going to make Christ a new centre and source. The great opposing sources come out in John 8. He says of certain persons, “Ye are of the devil”, there were the characteristics of the evil one. 

Some reference was made in the second reading today to Enoch. Before Enoch walked this scene the world’s system morally was already up and going, it existed independent of God. Within just a generation or two the world’s system was in place. 

In John 8 the Lord is raising the issue there. He is raising the issue as to where the source lay of these persons—the Lord says, “Ye are of the devil” (John 8: 44), and “he is a liar and its father”. John says, “the whole world lies in the wicked one” (1 John 5: 19); that is the world in which, dear young person, you go to school, you go to studies, or we go to work, or some are retired. It is a world where the whole thing whatever appealing face it puts on, is a world that finds its source in the evil one. The source of it is in the devil himself and, while scripture says as to the Holy Spirit that He restrains, the enemy is crafty enough to make the world appealing to you. He does not want to rouse a person from a Christian household, he does not want to rouse his feelings right away, so he makes the thing somewhat acceptable—that is the craft of the enemy. In John 8 the stakes you might say are made, it is either the evil one or My Father. “If God were your father ye would have loved me” (John 8: 42). 

According to Galatians Jesus has died for our sins to deliver us out of the present evil world. That is what Christ did, that with the intent in dying for our sins the result would be that we are delivered from the present evil world. These angels are in keeping, it is remarkable. These angels are not the fallen angels, who are kept “in eternal chains under gloomy darkness, to the judgment of the great day”, Jude 6. These angels are serving the will of God and they are ascending, that means that they start from Christ, they ascend and descend on the Son of man. Is that not remarkable? Angels are remarkable beings; they were used and will be used of God in a peculiar way, but they come out at several points, it is most interesting. They ministered to the Lord in Matthew and Mark after the temptations. Think of the gaze of these heavenly beings, because He was seen of angels; they could look at this dependent Man who never gave into the wiles of the enemy or his system, because that was one of the temptations—he appealed if he could to give Christ the kingdoms of the world. They were in his grasp, that just confirms what is being said, and he made as if to bestow them on Christ. The Lord stood against every temptation and came out in perfection. The holiness of His manhood could not fit into the world’s system; He was a threat to it immediately He came into His creation. 

Herod sought to kill Him at the beginning because he knew He was a threat to his system. The devil knew he was beaten when Jesus came in; because the “ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. He came into the world and was in perfection in it. 

That is what the angels beheld, “seen of angels”, they looked at that perfect life of dependence on His God and in complete separation from evil. It says, “in him sin is not”, 1 John 3: 5. That is more than walking in separation, it is intrinsic holiness, then they ministered to Him after it. Then later an angel strengthened Him, “an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him”, Luke 22: 43. It showed the precious humanity that took everything in according to the will of God and went forth. 

He gives Himself over into the hands of His Father, He receives the cup from the Father; He never received the cup from Herod, nor from Pilate. He never received it from the world’s system; the cup He received was from His Father. I think their work then was in a sense complete according to that path. As far as I am aware He goes forth and no doubt the darkness that shadowed Calvary, the angelic eye could not pierce that; they knew nothing that was going on. I think all was hidden from the creature eye during these three hours of darkness on the cross. Then we come to resurrection, and I would not want to go beyond scripture, but in Peter’s account the Lord is put over the angels. Before His death He says He could request of the Father twelve legions of angels, but after His resurrection I think He is over the angels. Peter says, “by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him”, 1 Peter 3: 21, 22. He is put over angels and authorities and powers. 

Now in Matthew’s account He does not go up. The gospel finishes with the resurrection of Christ because it says, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age” (Matthew 28: 20), and in that account He says, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth” (Matthew 28: 18). Do you think Christ had not to do with the angel who rolled away the stone from the grave? He was then placed above angels. I know He was going on to glory which was the great final thought but He was already over it. He had secured everything, 

“who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death”, it says (Hebrews 2: 9). How great this Person is! That is why we talk about Him, we love Him, heaven is astir with Him. He comes out and this angel rolls away the stone. That was not to let Christ out, He was already out of the tomb. It was a testimony to His resurrection. He rolled it away and the guards became as dead men. Why was that? Because they were examples of the world’s system, and the world’s system would not only have put Christ in the grave, but they would have held Him there. These guards became as dead men. That shows how great He is. I am just speaking about these things to show how great Jesus is. He is put over everything, “Henceforth”. Nathanael would come into the good of that—he would see how great Christ is. You cannot say too much about Christ—He is so great; He is over it all. 

Now when you come to Revelation 22 He says, “I am the root and offspring of David”. That shows in the mind of God that Christ was the source. David did not have a root in himself—everything of God in David, the root of that was in Christ. You think of all that David set out. 

It comes right through scripture, God’s committal, His covenant with David. He made a covenant. We read this morning of the covenant that Jonathan and David made, but there was a greater covenant between God and David and, speaking simply, whatever there was in David of God, of what was right, the root of it was in Christ. According to the mind of God the source of everything should be in Christ. Finally of course He delivers up the kingdom to Him who is God and Father. You could go into that but in the meantime I want to bring out the glory of Christ as the source of things. 

When you come to 1 Corinthians 11, the Lord gives the Supper from the glory. You might say, There is a divine Person here, why not leave the Spirit to open it up? He is quite able to do that, but there is far greater truth embodied in that, because when Jesus gave the Supper in the gospels it was in anticipation of His death. He was still in flesh and blood conditions. 

When He gives it from the glory in 1 Corinthians 11 He is in eternal conditions. He delivers it to Paul, who says, “For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread”. What is historical can be dry, but when it comes to divine things the Spirit of God brings what is historical right up to date, and I think He was doing that here. The Spirit of God was acting here in the way that the apostle received it from the Lord. He says, “the Lord Jesus”; that is the assembly title, 

“the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it”. I wonder, dear brother and sister, what actually the Lord Himself 

said to Paul when He gave him the Supper, the words He would use. I know of course the words we get here, but just to get the sense of it. 

He is now entering in, as we have in Ephesians, headship as to the assembly which is a great thought of being the source. The great thought of being the source is in relation to the assembly, the Head of the assembly. That is a special place Christ is given and here the Supper leads into the assembly. You might not quite recognise that from the gospels, but when you come to Paul the Supper leads into the assembly. I do not know whether there is exercise in this room, but if you read Mr. Taylor’s letters you will find that certain persons gave their heart to Christ and others committed themselves to the breaking of bread after such meetings. These meetings are to improve conditions and our anxiety is that there should be no one here who does not know the Saviour, who has not committed themselves to this function of the assembly, the breaking of bread. That is how the assembly week starts, it is the breaking of bread given from Christ where He is, and all the wealth of heaven comes in; I believe He brings it in at the Supper into the assembly. That is what we sang in Hymn 199. 

Think of the wisdom and riches that come from Christ as Head. It is a wonderful experience to be in the assembly; there is nothing like it. Here it says first of all, “the Lord Jesus ... took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you—this do in remembrance of me”, and then, “In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood—this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”. Is someone going to do it? 

He has shown His love for you. I say, have you shown your love for Him? That is what it is, it is simple love. You must turn your back on what finds its source in the devil, which is left extant. The Lord is about to come and judge the world’s system, and He is going to deal with the beast and the false prophet who have deceived men and deceived Christendom. That is what the false prophet has done and the beast, and they will be cast alive into the lake of fire. That is a thousand years before Satan goes into it himself. How much God feels it. In the meantime you commit yourself in simplicity to what comes from the true source, from Christ above. 

Now to touch a little in Ephesians, in chapter 4 we are told, “holding the truth in love”. You can see how our relationships together are so vital, so that as long as we have one another let us work in love for the truth, “holding the truth in love”; I do not know if you could hold it any other way. If you lose love you will lose the truth. I do not think it can be held any other way, and it says that “we may grow up to him”, that is to Christ, back to the source, “grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ”. That is the whole system, the anointed system. I love to think of what came down, as it says in Psalm 133, the precious oil upon Aaron’s head and beard and it flowed down to the hem of his garment. Whatever garments the high priest would have on then you would be in keeping with that—that is what it means. 

Unity is not disturbed; whether it is judicial garments, whether the breastplate of judgment is worn, or when he is free of it and he is going into the presence of God, unity should exist. It is the hem of his garment, whatever the high priest would wear. 

It is incumbent upon us, brethren, to see that disunity does not mark us. It is a slight against the Spirit. If we are not holding the truth in love then of course that takes place. So it says, 

“we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ—from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part”. It comes down pretty close, does it not? You cannot say, Well it is somebody else’s fault. You might say the body has an inherent power to operate; it is working together; then it says, “works for 

itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love”. Is not that wonderful? It is from the Head, it is from the source. He will yet of course be the source in the day to come. He will yet be that. Then none shall say, ‘Know the Lord, because all shall know Him in themselves’ 

(Hebrews 8: 11); but in the meantime we prove Christ in a special way as the source. 

Now when you come to 2 Kings 2 it says, “Behold now, the situation of the city is good”. 

Well, we would have to say that the situation of the city is good, that is not to sound presumptuous. But there are references in the Old Testament to walled cities, and you would have to be careful about losing your dwelling in a walled city. Some persons might go out. 

How careful we should be that we honour our place in the walled city. Here “the men of the city said to Elisha, Behold now, the situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren. And he said, Bring me a new cruse”. Do not bring anything you have tried before. Do not try the old thing, it is a new cruse they have to bring and put salt in it. The only thing that is going to preserve our localities is plenty of salt at the source. The city is good, the situation is good. So much has come down to us in the recovery of the truth and there is good knowledge and good readings, but it may be the water is bad and the land is barren. There is no fruitfulness. We must be connected to the source if there is going to be fruitfulness, so it says, “And he went forth to the source of the waters, and cast the salt in there”. That is not any reflection of course on Christ Himself, but it comes down to the local meeting as to whether there is plenty of salt to preserve things. I am just going to say one final word; in Judges it says, the men of that city, those responsible. Such persons would be concerned with the inhabitants of the city and, beloved brethren, we want the inhabitants of the city preserved. That is the earnest prayers that the inhabitants of the city will be preserved and the only way is by casting in salt at the source of the waters. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Idaho
13 April 2001 

 


Scripture references

John 1:43-51 (JND) [43] On the morrow he would go forth into Galilee, and Jesus finds Philip, and says to him, Follow me. [44] And Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. [45] Philip finds Nathanael, and says to him, We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph, who is from Nazareth. [46] And Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip says to him, Come and see. [47] Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and says of him, Behold [one] truly an Israelite, in whom there is no guile. [48] Nathanael says to him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said to him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. [49] Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel. [50] Jesus answered and said to him, Because I said to thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these. [51] And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man.

Revelation 22:16 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star.

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me.

Ephesians 4:14-16 (JND) [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error; [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

2 Kings 2:19-22 (JND) [19] And the men of the city said to Elisha, Behold now, the situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren. [20] And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt in it. And they brought it to him. [21] And he went forth to the source of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith Jehovah: I have healed these waters: there shall not be from thence any more death or barrenness. [22] And the waters were healed to this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spoke.

Genesis 28 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:44 (JND) [44] Ye are of the devil, as [your] father, and ye desire to do the lusts of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has not stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks falsehood, he speaks of what is his own; for he is a liar and its father:

1 John 5:19 (JND) [19] We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the wicked [one].

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:42 (JND) [42] Jesus said to them, If God were your father ye would have loved me, for I came forth from God and am come [from him]; for neither am I come of myself, but *he* has sent me.

Jude 1:6 (JND) [6] And angels who had not kept their own original state, but had abandoned their own dwelling, he keeps in eternal chains under gloomy darkness, to [the] judgment of [the] great day;

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

Luke 22:43 (JND) [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him.

1 Peter 3:21-22 (JND) [21] which figure also now saves you, [even] baptism, not a putting away of [the] filth of flesh, but [the] demand as before God of a good conscience, by [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who is at [the] right hand of God, gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him.

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Hebrews 8:11 (JND) [11] And they shall not teach each his fellow-citizen, and each his brother, saying, Know the Lord; because all shall know me in themselves, from [the] little one [among them] unto [the] great among them.

2 Kings 2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jehovah would take up Elijah into the heavens by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. [2] And Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee! So they went down to Bethel. [3] And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said to him, Dost thou know that Jehovah will take away thy master from over thy head to-day? And he said, I also know it: be silent! …



OUR COMMONWEALTH IN THE HEAVENS

T. Noel 

Philippians 3: 20, 21 

The word commonwealth, in this scripture, refers to our citizenship. I do not think anyone would know the meaning of this word more than Paul who wrote this epistle. It was one of the greatest privileges in Paul’s day to be a citizen of Rome, and he was free-born. That is true of us, we are free-born. We have been brought into the gain of the Father’s delight and pleasure in Christ. We are the most free and liberated people in the world; we may not realise it but freedom and liberty are what every Christian enjoys, having the Spirit of God. In this book you will notice the question of sin does not arise. They are poor people but the apostle desires that they come out and shine in a world of darkness and sin. There may be a generation that is peculiarly precious to God and peculiarly important in a world of sin. It is a marvellous thing to realise that our real home, our real citizenship, our real place is in heaven, not on earth. I speak very feelingly, but no Christian who is worldly can enter into the thoughts of God. The only way we can enter into God’s thoughts and purposes is to reject the world. You cannot be worldly and serve God. We may profess to do so, like thousands around us, but what pleasure does God get in that? 

This is what this chapter brings out, that these poor Christians were to shine in the world; and the truth that we have known can only be embraced if we turn our backs on the world. It does not relieve us of our 

responsibilities, we have to respect our obligations and to work honestly for a living, but it lays upon us the responsibility of serving God as children of God. Now, as children of God, we are not children of the world. This is very distinctive in Scripture; there are children who are related to the world, but there are those who are related to Christ. There are the two distinct peoples in the world and the apostle brings it out in this epistle. He says in this book, in tears “many walk ... that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ”, Philippians 3: 18. He did not say, enemies of Christ, but enemies of the cross of Christ. Now these people were Christians, but they did not understand the meaning of the work of the cross, for it was in the cross of Christ that God has removed the man of sin and everything that stood related to the world and sin. Anyone who makes room for the flesh and gives licence to the flesh is an enemy of the cross of Christ. This is what the scripture means. 

So it is clear that if we are to enjoy and appreciate our commonwealth, our citizenship, our home, our relationship, our place with God, it is in the heavens where Christ is. If you want to see change in this world, do not look at the parliaments of men, look at the right hand, that is where the change is going to come from, for God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. He has put everything in the hand of Christ, even the keys of death and of hades. He has put the whole world to come under the hand of the Son of man, and Christians look for change there, at the right hand of God. It is a pity how men can live without the knowledge and light of these things in their souls. The apostle says to the Ephesians, “Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead”, Ephesians 5: 14. There was to be an expression, a generation of people that display the light and the joy of heaven, and worship the Father in spirit and in truth. That is the only way it is being done. No one of us can worship the Father in spirit and truth unless we maintain a condition suitable and morally in keeping with the presence of the Holy Spirit. We can say plenty things, 

we can do plenty things, but it is our relationship with God and with the Spirit, particularly with the Holy Spirit, who is here with us, that matters. Why did the Spirit come? He came to be with us. He came to direct us, He came to show us the way, He leads us up to Christ. It is like being under the influence of the sun, take away the sun from the earth and the earth perishes. The Spirit is the link between the Son and ourselves, He unites us to Christ, so our relationship with the Spirit is a most vital and important feature in every Christian’s life. I think it is what the apostle is trying to bring out in this chapter. So he says our commonwealth, or citizenship, has its life in heaven where Christ is. 

Now, we know what it is to pass through difficulties and trials and sorrows and distress, change here and disappointment, all manner of troubles here, we know those things, we have all experienced them, but those things are only intended to break our links with the world, break our links with things here, and make us more dependent upon God. God is with us in the presence of the Spirit. So that our thoughts, our affections, our minds, our ambitions, our outlook is where our citizenship is. It is so important for us to realise that the Lord Himself will come and take us to Himself. It is a marvellous thing that the One, who is despised and rejected now, will come again in glorious strength and power and He will destroy everything that stood against Him. Do we love His appearing? Do we look forward to His appearing? 

Does the coming of Christ mean much to us? These things are so important because it shows our link with the Spirit and our link with God is intact. Sorrow and distress and pain and all we pass through in life will not at all interfere with these things. They will only cast us more on the faithfulness of the Father, and the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the intercessory service of Christ at the right hand. 

Now, think of it, citizenship is important. We live as citizens in this country and we enjoy all the privileges 

that the government can afford to give us. There are millions who come here and do all they can to become citizens, because of the many things they receive. What about Christians? Do we value our citizenship? Do we live in relation to it? The apostle says here, it is in heaven, and Christ Himself is going to come to take us to be with Himself in that place. These bodies of humiliation will be changed into conformity to His own glorious body. Think of what our death means. Death is the most universal thing in the whole world, death is passed upon all men. They can do as much as they like, they can boast as much as they like, death brings an end to it all. But for the Christian, death is only a means of leading them into the joy of their citizenship. What a delight to be with Christ eternally! Death should not be anything to a Christian but a means by which he moves from this sphere of physical sorrow into a sphere where there is no sorrow. 

So, when we walk in the light of the assembly, it is a wonderful thing we enjoy. The assembly is the body of Christ, a vessel in which the Spirit dwells, a vessel in which all God’s wisdom and grace are seen. Something of the truth of the assembly can be found in a city like this, even with only a few believers. The assembly is a wonderful, divine system that God in His wisdom, and purpose, and glory has brought to light. The assembly in Christ Jesus is what it is according to divine purpose. It is to the end that God may tabernacle with men. 

Even now He has a dwelling-place, “a habitation of God in the Spirit”, Ephesians 2: 22. It is wonderful to be in the assembly, to have the light of the assembly, not just, to be a Christian. 

There is far, far more than that. It is a wonderful, glorious thing to come into the gain of what the assembly is. So, it is not a question of what we say or do, it is a question of what we are, of our relationship with God and our relationship with the brethren. We could deceive one another, we could do a lot of things to impress one another and to impress others; but do we honour the Spirit and do we honour the Lord Jesus? The 

important thing for each one of us is to be affected by the presence of the Holy Spirit. So that the Philippians were a simple people and the apostle found pleasure and delight in them. He says, our commonwealth, or citizenship, is in heaven. Let us all rejoice for that, as we long to be true citizens of heaven. The things we say, we long to see that we work them out; not only say them, but to have them in our hearts. If we want to see the service of God improve, and God worshipped in spirit and truth, let every brother and every sister take account of the truth that has been delivered to us and hold it in integrity, and faith, and righteousness. You will see how much the service of God will be improved and enlarged. 

Then it is due to the fact that we are living in relation to that sphere of glory and bliss. Present conditions do not affect us here, because the light of that glory makes us better husbands, better wives, better sons, better daughters, better servants, better than everything in the world as compared to what exists around us. So, as we live in the gain of what is revealed, the light of the glory of which Christ is the centre, we await Him, who will transform our body of humiliation into conformity to His body of glory. We suffer in these present bodies, many of us long to be out of these bodies, so as to be in the bodies that Christ will give us. We long to be free of all the aches and the troubles we have in these bodies. Yet men spend billions to build up their bodies and to make much of them, but in the end they go to the grave and become dust. The Christian is so different. So our commonwealth is the important thing. Let us make sure that we are living in the gain of our citizenship, and in the love of Christ who is our King. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. One who will come and put all things right. He is our Lord, our Saviour, our Redeemer, our Peace. He is everything to us. He sits at the right hand of God. What does He do there? He does not take account of the world’s system. What is going on there is the Father’s responsibility, but the Lord sits there in relation to His people; they are of His body, they are united to Him in the power of the Spirit. Christ is here in character, in this very world where He has been cast out, in the bodies and expression of the saints. That is a most wonderful thing that the greatest philosopher in the world could never solve. The truth is that we have been brought into the greatest heritage that any man could ever have been brought into; our heritage is in Christ and in the Spirit. 

So, let us live in the light of our citizenship, no matter the smallness, the weakness, the sufferings and hardship we may have to pass through, and disappointments at times, it is only a temporary passing measure. There is that which is eternal and heavenly, that which shall not be taken away from us. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Ormond Beach
11 June 2002 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Philippians 3:18 (JND) [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

Ephesians 2:22 (JND) [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.



THE MERCY OF GOD

T. D. Beveridge 

Luke 10: 25–30, 36, 37; Romans 11: 32 

I would like to speak about mercy—sovereign mercy. It does not say that grace is sovereign, but mercy is sovereign, and everybody in this room, including the preacher, needs mercy. 

Today, in this dispensation, the glad tidings is that mercy is available to meet you just as you are. I have not read the narrative about this man in Luke 10 but I have no doubt that even the little children here could tell the story of the man who fell among thieves. He was wounded and left in a half-dead state, in other words, the only thing that could help him was mercy or compassion. You will not find much of it in the world. I would not say you would not find any, because I have sometimes been affected by finding persons who did not know the Lord Jesus, and there was compassion with them. We sometimes sing, 

‘What good in creatures may be found 

Is all derived from Thee’. (Hymn 444) 

If good is there, it has its source in the blessed God. 

Tonight, I want to say, everyone needs mercy, and the God I am speaking of is rich in mercy. He has plenty of it to give out to needy sinners. But the thing is, friend, do you know that you are a sinner? The glad tidings does not gloss over matters. God speaks in His word very distinctly, and no one is to be left in any doubt about the need for having a link in faith with the Lord Jesus Christ, the theme of the gospel, Jesus the Saviour. The scripture says, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matthew 1: 21. What a Person the Lord Jesus is! I would like to make much of Him as God has done. God has exalted Him and given Him a Name, that which is above every name. You could name any name you wish in the history of this world, and there have been some very great personages, but the Name of Jesus is above them all, “God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Philippians 2: 9, 10. 

Now, friend, He is there as a Saviour, but the wonder of the glad tidings is that we can speak about the Person of Jesus, and of His work. He came into the world as a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger, and from His birth to His boyhood and into manhood, there was divine perfection. In other words, all that God looked for in man He found in the Lord Jesus. It says at the beginning of John’s gospel, “And the Word became flesh”, John 1: 14. God Himself came into the very condition in which you and I are, but sin apart. It says of the Lord Jesus, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Hebrews 7: 26. So even if we thought of Enoch, and other personages that are mentioned in the Scriptures, none could be compared with the Lord Jesus; He is unique. If the matter of your sins and my sins was to be met God required a spotless Victim, one who could bear the matter of sin and sins, and He had that one in the Person of the Lord Jesus. What a matter the glad tidings is! There is no other message to be compared with it in this world. You think of all the words that have been uttered by various persons in the world since the Lord Jesus was here, you think of the multitude of words spoken, but none of the messages that has been uttered in this world can be compared with God’s glad tidings concerning His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But then, wonderful as that is, unless you have been convicted as to your sinnership before a holy God with whom you will have to do, it will not avail for your blessing. Let us not doubt that, everyone here, including the preacher, will have to do with God. In this dispensation, which we sometimes speak about as the dispensation of faith, you can have to do with God about your sins now, so that you will not have to meet Him in your sins. Because if you die in your sins you will be raised in your sins. That is the greatness of the God with whom we have to do. Persons think that if they die all is finished, they think everything terminates with death. What a delusion of Satan! You remember in the beginning of Genesis, how out of the dust God made Adam, and breathed into him and man became a living soul. The blessed God desires in the glad tidings to secure again His creature man from his lost condition. So without Christ you are lost, and if you are still in your sins and you die in your sins, you will be raised in your sins. O, the awfulness of that! I am not here to occupy you with gloom, but that is a fact, there will be persons lost. It speaks of that in the Scriptures, persons who are lost, the glad tidings veiled in those who are lost. O, friend, God is appealing to you. 

What I want to say to you tonight is that there is an abundance of divine mercy to reach you where you are. That man who fell among the robbers, there he was, left wounded and in a half-dead state. What could he do for himself? 

My friend, if you are without Christ you need Him. You are helpless and, in that sense, you are just like this man. In the section we read he was wounded and helpless. A priest and a Levite came along and saw him and passed by. But the good Samaritan journeying, saw him and came up to him. Jesus would come up to you where you are. How fully God, who is rich in mercy, has been expressed in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ! He has given Him, and having given the Lord Jesus Christ He has there the spotless Victim who could bear the matter of sin and sins, as the scripture says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. That was the Lord Jesus, what a Person He is! 

Friend, if you feel you are lost, or there are doubts and uncertainties in your mind, that can be resolved on the ground of the work of Christ; His sufferings, His death and blood-shedding, His burial and His rising again. If your sins and my sins were to be forgiven, it necessitated that the blood of Jesus was shed. His blood has been shed, and God is satisfied as He looks on the blood of Jesus. In Exodus, if the households of the children of Israel were to escape the destroying angel, they had to take the blood of the passover lamb and put it on the door-posts and on the lintel, so that when Jehovah came and saw the blood He did not suffer the destroyer to come into that house. If you have come under the shelter of the blood of Jesus, by putting your faith in the Person of the Lord Jesus and in His redemptive work, you are saved. There is nothing unsure or unstable in the glad tidings; God has laid the basis righteously in the death and blood-shedding, and the burial and the rising again of the Lord Jesus He is a Prince and a Saviour, available for every one in Dundee, and indeed for all men. 

There is sufficiency in the glad tidings of Jesus to meet men and women and boys and girls in all their need. We are in a world that is full of indifference to Christ, and God in His word would speak powerfully to arouse persons to feel their need. 

Then, sometimes He speaks in a soft gentle voice, the voice crying at the crossway. Maybe there is someone here at the crossway. God would speak to you tonight. He wants to assure you that there is mercy for you tonight. We cannot speak about what will happen tomorrow, or the next week, because we do not have authority to do that, but now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. So that if the word of God touches your heart or affects your conscience, let it work. There is nothing like a troubled soul; it is a good thing if you become troubled in your soul because God is working with you. Someone sitting next to you might not know it; but you know in your own soul when God is having to do with you. I can remember as a boy, knowing that God was speaking to me. It was a man who was preaching, but I knew all that was being said was coming from God Himself. It affected my conscience and my heart, and God does that because He loves you. Think of that! “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son” (John 3: 16). Jesus the One I am speaking about. 

How good God is. If we have been brought up by Christian parents and persons who love Christ, what a privilege we have of hearing Him spoken of, and also among saints, being together and speaking about His word. 

Then, with all that there comes responsibility. As a preacher I am responsible to convey what God’s heart and God’s mind is towards you; but then, as God speaks, those who hear the word become responsible. I have known persons to be at a gospel preaching and having gone out they will say, I will put it off, I will wait. What a danger there is in that! “We will hear thee again also concerning this” (Acts 17: 32), that is what they said when Paul preached in Athens. He was painfully excited seeing the city given up to idolatry, and when he preached to them he spoke about the God that men might feel after. There are persons feeling after God, they want to find Him. They want to pray, they want to know that He is there, and God speaks directly in the glad tidings; He does not come in a circuitous way. He comes directly to you just where you are and as you are. Remember the man in the jail at Philippi, he saw all the things that had happened after the earthquake and he was going to kill himself. The man was real, he said, “Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?”, Acts 16: 30. O, that persons were aroused out of indifference so that they would utter these words. And the answer is simple, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”. O, the simplicity of it. As I see life now it is becoming terribly complicated, but there is a need to be simple concerning the matter of your soul and your salvation. Do not let the business of the world and all that is transpiring around us so engage us that these matters of our soul salvation and our link with the Lord are set aside. God has in mind the richest blessing for us, and there is an abundance of mercy tonight to reach you, wherever you are, that you might form a link in faith with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So this Samaritan came along to this wounded man, pouring in oil and wine, and at the end of the section Jesus asks this lawyer, “Which now of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “He that shewed him mercy”. O, friend, God wants to show mercy to you tonight, but the thing is, Do you feel you need it? This man was helpless to meet his condition. It is God’s great resource, divine mercy. Man fails in his responsibility; I have failed, you have failed, all men have failed; but God falls back on His mercy, and He is extending it tonight. He would bless men—He is conveying His compassion and His love. His mercy is available to meet you just as you are. 

There is nothing to be attained to, nothing you could merit in your life, it is mercy alone. Paul says, I obtained mercy. Friend, have you come this way? 

There are many references to mercy in the Scriptures, but the one in Romans affected me. It says, “For God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all”. What a God He is! How much He has in mind, that persons who are sinners should come into the knowledge of Christ as Saviour, and have the forgiveness of sins. I never belittle that, because the relief of forgiveness is an experience that is to be valued increasingly by every one of us. The children know if they have done something wrong and they come to their parents, and confess that they have done something wrong, forgiveness is extended. There is a relief, if you have known your sins forgiven, what relief you can enjoy. If you are carrying a burden that you have not confessed how unsettled you are. If we confess our sins He is able to forgive them. God can forgive sins, He is a forgiving God. He is not only prepared to do that, but He is prepared to justify you. Finally you will be glorified, how wonderful! What great and glorious thoughts God has for the one who comes by way of believing in His word, and coming into the gain of the mercy that I have been speaking of. 

It says here that God has “shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all”. It will not be that there will always be mercy. We are in a most wonderful dispensation of grace and mercy but it will not always be thus. This is not the time to preach judgment, but, nevertheless, there is a time of judgment to come. Persons who have been under the sound of the glad tidings and been made aware of the fact that divine mercy is available to meet them as they are and where they are, have to accept responsibility for the word. Those who despise that, and reject the Lord Jesus Christ will have to do with Him as a Judge. I am not going to say any more as to that, but I trust we all have an impression as to the wonder of mercy. How feebly I have spoken about it, but how great a matter it is that God is rich in mercy, and He is dispensing it to souls who need it. The man we have read of was helpless and the only thing that could meet his condition was divine mercy. God has it tonight, and it is available for you; for the children, for the middle-aged and for the old. How persons need mercy, and it is there abundantly. 

Then God has in mind not only the forgiveness of sins, but that you should have the gift of the blessed Holy Spirit. What resources God has! We speak of divine Persons, that is God, having revealed Himself in this dispensation in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, these three divine Persons, all towards us in infinite divine love. When you come to divine love how deep it is and, as has been said, God is love. I think it is Mr. Darby who said, What is simplest is deepest, and that is the love of God. How great His mercy is! 

How great His righteousness is! All these things come into the glad tidings. God has established matters righteously outside of us. He has established them in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. All that is needed is for you and me to come by way of repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Now these are things that have been often said, but they are to be inward experiences in the souls and hearts of men, and women and boys and girls who, maybe, do not understand all that I have said, but can understand something of the Lord Jesus Christ. We used to sing a hymn, ‘Jesus loves me’, and that is true. He loves you now. He died to save you; His precious blood was shed that you might put your trust in Him and be saved now and eternally. We can think of things in finite terms and time, but the blessed God that we have to do with is outside of that. How great He is! Greater than creation. Think of the immensity of creation. We read of other stars and what men are finding in the vastness of the universe. The blessed God I am speaking of, brought them into being by His power. Yet He is interested in an individual soul, like this man who was wounded, and He is dispensing mercy and there is an abundance of it. God is rich in mercy. 

My friend, you can have it tonight wherever you are, as you are. May you come to know the Lord Jesus as your own Saviour. It is a personal matter. We do not come in big companies to the Lord Jesus, we come one by one; you come to Him for yourself. You come to know Him as your own Lord and Saviour; the One who died for you; the One who shed His precious blood; and the One who lay in the grave; the One who rose from the grave, and ascended into heaven itself. He is there a Prince and a Saviour. Soon the lovers of Himself will be there with Him for ever. How wonderful that will be! What a future a believer has! What could you find in this world to compare with it? Would it be wealth? Would it be position? Nothing is to be compared with where Jesus is. I trust He is the Saviour of every one here, and that we have all enjoyed the fulness of this mercy I have been speaking of, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
27 August 2000 

 


Scripture references

Luke 10:25-37 (JND) [25] And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting him, and saying, Teacher, having done what, shall I inherit life eternal? [26] And he said to him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? [27] But he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thine understanding; and thy neighbour as thyself. [28] And he said to him, Thou hast answered right: this do and thou shalt live. [29] But he, desirous of justifying himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbour? [30] And Jesus replying said, A certain man descended from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into [the hands of] robbers, who also, having stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away leaving him in a half-dead state. [31] And a certain priest happened to go down that way, and seeing him, passed on on the opposite side; [32] and in like manner also a Levite, being at the spot, came and looked [at him] and passed on on the opposite side. [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back. [36] Which [now] of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into [the hands of] the robbers? …

Romans 11:32 (JND) [32] For God hath shut up together all in unbelief, in order that he might shew mercy to all.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Philippians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Acts 17:32 (JND) [32] And when they heard [of the] resurrection of the dead, some mocked, and some said, We will hear thee again also concerning this.

Acts 16:30 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?



EXTRACTS

“And Israel joined himself to Baal-Peor” (Numbers 25: 3). Satan uses things which appeal to our flesh, but his real object is to get something which is of himself into the place which God should have in the hearts of His people. His effort is to bring us under the influence of what is idolatrous. The beginnings of unfaithfulness can be detected if we observe how our soul’s relations with God are being affected. Satan will, of course, seek to blind us as to this, but the mercy of God will not leave us without warning. Let us always be prepared to deal honestly with our own souls! When we try to persuade ourselves that there is no harm in this or that, it is generally because there is some inward consciousness that the things in question are not so harmless as we would like to suppose them to be. Let us ask ourselves honestly. Are the things to which we are turning likely to 

increase our delight and liberty in private prayer, our love for the Scriptures, our pleasure in the company of spiritual persons, or our habitual experience of nearness to God? If not, let us take warning in time, and “flee from idolatry” before it has fully accomplished its deadly work in our souls. Let us watch the beginnings of idolatrous influence, the first movements of departure. Let us pray with the psalmist, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any idolatrous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139: 23, 24—note). How many who once walked in the Spirit have now 

“joined themselves to Baal-Peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead”! (Psalm 106: 28). 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Numbers’, pp.313, 314) 

JT  I think our ministry meetings correspond in a little measure. When ministry is flowing in a prophetic way, the person affected by the stream will say, “God is indeed amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 25. That is important, because so many claim He is with them. Lately it has been said by some that the Lord can be with groups of people opposed to each other. It is a dishonour to the Lord to say that. He is in the midst of those gathered together unto His name, but this involves what His name implies and that those gathered are in accord with it. Those who name the name of the Lord are enjoined to withdraw from iniquity, and to pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Timothy 2: 19–22). Ignoring these great truths, unrighteous persons have imitated those seeking to walk in the truth and claimed He was with them. This is manifestly wrong, and deceptive. 

J. Taylor (Vol.52, p.219) 
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Scripture references

Numbers 25:3 (JND) [3] And Israel joined himself to Baal-Peor; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Israel.

Psalms 139:23-24 (JND) [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting.

Psalms 106:28 (JND) [28] And they joined themselves unto Baal-Peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead;

1 Corinthians 14:25 (JND) [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.
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