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GOD WORKING IN RESTRICTED CIRCUMSTANCES

Proverbs 29: 18; Luke 2: 41-52; Genesis 40: 1-15; 2 Samuel 7: 17-29

J.McK.  It seems, dear brethren, to be a principle seen throughout Scripture that God works out His greatest thoughts in circumstances of outward limitation and restriction.  We might speak about these scriptures from that point of view beginning with the verse in Proverbs which I think is very illuminating.  Solomon says, "Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint", meaning that the acceptance of limitation and of outward smallness depends in some sense on a perception of the greatness of God Himself.  I think the idea of vision is something that should not be absent from our experiences.  Solomon says, "Where there is no vision", that is, where there is an absence of it, ''the people cast off restraint".  We are in the midst generally of the casting off of restraint.  It shows itself in many ways, but really it exposes the fact that there is no vision, that is, there is no apprehension of the greatness of the God with whom we have to do.

The contrast to that is in Luke's gospel where we read that beautiful description of the Lord Jesus at twelve.  It says, "And he went down ... to Nazareth, and he was in subjection"; we might speak of the intrinsic beauty which shone in Jesus as accepting outward limitation under God's will in the full light of divine supremacy.

In Genesis 40 Joseph is in prison.  I thought to speak of Joseph not exactly as a type of Christ but as a type of the believer.  He was in the king's prison, restricted by the orders of the king.  There is another man there; he is restricted too, and help comes through interpretation in relation to that beautiful description typical of the Lord Jesus: "a vine was before me".  Divine light shines into those restricted circumstances.

Also with David in 2 Samuel 7 we see a man who, although spiritually mature, has to accept restriction from God.  As he does so spiritual enlargement results and he becomes one of the choicest contributors to the service of God.

A.A.B.  Do you think as experiencing this - and I suppose we know a little of it - it would draw us nearer to Christ in order to see what He has in mind? 

J.McK.  Yes, I think we need to see that, involved in it, is the acknowledgement of God's supremacy, the One who is supreme in the universe.  It is interesting that, when Paul came to Athens, he spoke about the God who set the boundaries.  Athens was the place of man's intellect, where men were throwing off restraint in so many ways.  How much that is demonstrated around us!  Thus Paul speaks in Acts 17 as to the boundaries being set in order that men my seek God: "having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling, that they may seek God; if indeed they might feel after him and find him, although he is not far from each one of us", Acts 17: 26, 27.  So the principle of restriction enters into the creatorial order of things, in view of the fitting recognition in the soul that God is supreme.  That God is God and man is man, that man should accept his own place in the light of God's supremacy, I think is a cardinal principle that underlies every blessing.

R.S.R.  How do we acquire spiritual vision? 

J.McK.  What do you have in mind in asking that? 

R.S.R.  I am interested in the passage you have referred to, "Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint".  Would our link with the Lord and with the Spirit give us vision? 

J.McK.  Yes, I think a close link with divine Persons is the key to it, and we shall discover that God desires to enlarge our view.  It is very interesting in Ezekiel that the place of the captivity was the place where the vision was seen.  Ezekiel was among the captives by the river Chebar and he saw "visions of God", chap 1: 1.  I think we are dependent on divine disclosure to broaden our view as to what God is doing lest we should be restricted in outlook to the immediate circumstances of our own lives.

W.L.  Would Simeon earlier in the chapter be a good example of that in contrast to Proverbs 29, a man who is under the control and guidance of the Holy Spirit - ''for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel" (vv 30,31)? 

J.McK.  Yes; he says, "Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go ... in peace", as if his own circumstances were so limited, for he had seen what was much more extensive.  God would help us that we should see beyond the boundaries of the confined area even of our immediate fellowship, see beyond and see the greatness of what God Himself is doing.  As we do so, we shall be willing to accept the limitations and find divine help in them.

W.L.  Would ''the law" in the verse in Proverbs be the law of the house? 

J.McK.  That is right; the principle of divine supremacy is to be unchallenged in our experience; that is, we need to submit to God personally.

A.McB.  Does the movement of the testimony westwards really begin at the inner prison gate?  

J.McK.  Yes, Paul knew what it meant, did he not?  He spoke of being a prisoner in the Lord; he spoke also about being a prisoner of the Christ Jesus (see Eph 3: 1; 4: 1).  He knew what it meant to submit to the will of God in the restrictions which that involved in view of making room for divine power.  Mr Darby says somewhere in his letters that we need to be in the place of God's mind to prove His strength.  That is a very simple statement but with profound meaning.

A.C.C.  In the gospel that develops the revelation of God, the first effect of the work of God is seen in the kingdom.  There is capacity to apprehend the greatness of the revelation.

J.McK.  I think so.  The recognition of the power of God Himself is basic to this.  It was where God began with Job, was it not?  The friends said certain things, Elihu said certain things, and then God links on with that, and He begins with the assertion of His own greatness.

A.C.C.  It is bound to be that, if God comes out in revelation, He capacitates His people to apprehend Him; and that is developed in John, is it not?  One woman says, "I see that thou art a prophet", John 4: 19.  Further on in the book you get samples of people who are marked by vision, able to apprehend what God has brought out in revelation.

J.McK.  I think so.  Even amongst men in these days, they look for persons who have vision, who have a long view of things, who are not considering just for the exigencies of today, not reasoning as to what opportunities may be offered to them immediately, but who have a long view.  I think spiritually we need that, we need some perception of the greatness of the God of the universe, the God who is supreme, not only in regard of the universe itself but as to the powers of evil.  What God says to Job is beautiful.  He says as to the sea, "When I cut out for it my boundary, and set bars and doors, And said, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed''.  Job 38: 10, 11.  That was a statement by God to a man as to His own creation.  We need to realise that divine supremacy exists in regard of the powers of evil so that they are limited by the divine will in the whole universe.

D.A.S.  The captive maid in 2 Kings 5 accepted her limited circumstances but she never lost the long view that we have spoken about.  She says, "Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria!" (v 3).

J.McK.  She accepted the limitations into which the will of God had put her and therefore she was effective in those circumstances.  Her affection was clear.  She says, "Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria!"  There was a depth of feeling about what she said that indicated that she had some vision as to the greatness of the God of Israel.

N.J.H.  You made reference to Job.  The three friends by their language showed that they had no vision and had cast off restraint, but Elihu accepted restraint and had vision.

J.McK.  It says about them that "they came each one from his place", Job 2: 11.  So they approached everything from a human standpoint; and we tend, if we are honest with one another, to do that, whereas Elihu came from God, and God linked on immediately with his service, and He broadened Job's vision so that Job comes to the point at the end of his history when he says, "I know that thou canst do everything", Job 42: 2.  Now a man like that will not cast off restraint.

N.J.H.  Our daily conversation might expose where we are, do you think? 

J.McK.  Our conduct exposes whether we have a clear view of the God with whom we have to do.  Would people behave as they do if there were a sense in their souls of the God with whom they have to do?  Morally people are casting off restraint, are they not?  Politically, socially, and in every area the tendency is the same.  The believer is to be in total contrast to that; he is submitting to God's will.

D.P.  Does Paul show that in Acts 27 when he says, ''the God, whose I am and whom I serve" (v 22) and he is given the view of what immediately lay before him? 

J.McK.  Yes, he accepted the restrictions.  I suppose he had his chains on board the ship and yet he was the most influential man.  As the storm developed his influence increased; a man who is prepared to accept divine supremacy can be restful as to everything.

G.C.M.  Circumstances in Israel at this point in Luke are marked by governmental restrictions, difficulties, but the Lord speaks about "my Father's business" (v 49).  Do you think divine matters, God's business - you might say the Father's business - are proceeding despite all that is around?  Should we see that too at the present time? 

J.McK.  I think so, and the reality of the outward circumstances shows the governmental ways of God with His earthly people.  The smallness, for example, of the offering that the parents of the Lord Jesus brought earlier in the chapter - two turtle doves, or two young pigeons, the provision that God had made in His grace for those affected by poverty of circumstances - shows how the Lord Jesus Himself came into the temple.  No doubt, in the acceptance of that, divine power is proved, and proved in perfection because of the greatness and glory of the Person who came into such restricted circumstances.

E.S.  In Judges restraint had been set aside, "every man did what was right in his own eyes", chap 17: 6.  Gideon was used by God, maintaining a food supply by threshing wheat in the winepress.  

J.McK.  He was operating for the whole of Israel in his affection, and yet in restricted circumstances.  What grace it is that in Luke 2 the Lord Jesus Himself should accept outward restriction.  Think of who He was, the greatness of the Person who had come into humanity at its lowest point, the earlier part of the gospel referring to the manger.  Mr Darby's language in his hymn is very fine.

'Nor yet in triumph passing,

But human infancy!'  (Hymn 188) 

How unattractive circumstances into which Jesus came, and it was in those circumstances that the greatest things according to God have been made known.  I think it should encourage us, because the circumstances of the testimony generally are very obscure, and we need our faith enlarged that this is the way God operates in view of achieving His greatest thoughts.  

R.S.R.  In Acts 16 ''they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them" (v 7); then there was the vision, then the restricted circumstances in the jail, then the wonderful result in the securing of the jailor, and then when Paul is released, he comes to Lydia.

J.McK.  Well, that sounds like a fellowship meeting in itself, but certainly Paul in that journey of unparalleled spiritual energy accepted the principle of divine control, and in concluding that the Lord had sent him, he moved forward with a conviction that could not have been reached in any other way.  I think what we need to see is that the One who is the God of the universe claims submission in my soul.

D.R.  The vision would really be God's view of things.    We might be quite content with our own view of things, and that could be quite faulty.  I wondered if God's view of things would always bring us to Christ.  What you are suggesting in Luke 2 is really the beauty of manhood in God's sight, is it not? 

J.McK.  It was a unique occasion.  This is the only recorded incident that we have during that period of thirty years, is it not?  He stayed behind in the temple; He was hearing and asking questions.  He said, "Did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father's business?"  As the only incident on record from that whole period of development in His humanity under God's eye upon the earth, it has particular value.

D.R.  So we have been well taught that in Him we reach the point of divine complacency.  When we reach God's point of view we come to a point of rest, and it is all in Christ.  I thought, too, you might say a word about 1 Corinthians 15 where it speaks of a subjection which is clearly one which makes it very beautiful as we think of God's view.  

J.McK.  There is a link therefore between the outward and obscure circumstances of the testimony and the principle that will govern eternity.  It is very wonderful:  "he was in subjection to them".  It does not say that He obeyed them, it is rather a state, an attitude; it is a position which He took.  The same word is used by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, ''the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection ... that God may be all in all" (v 28).

A.C.C.  Cain started by casting off restraint: Jesus accepted the restraint.

J.McK.  It is a beautiful area for contemplation.  As another has said, what we have at this point is the consciousness in Himself of sonship unannounced.  Later we have the Father's voice, and the anointing, the Spirit of God coming upon Him, the voice from heaven distinguishing Him above all others; but here we have the consciousness in Christ of sonship.

A.C.C.  I thought the link with 1 Corinthians 15 was good.  I was thinking about the very acme of subjection.  You find it in Him here and you find it there because it says He shall be placed in subjection, as if somebody else were doing it.

J.McK.  Yes.  I suppose in Luke 2 He took the place of subjection, which might link with Paul's language in Philippians 2, ''taking his place in the likeness of men" (v 7).  He actually took that place.  It was the initiative of sovereignty in a sense.  Because of who He was, He "did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself", and took His place.

J.S-s.  Everything that pertains to man in nature is set aside here and, in effect, the great light is shining.

J.McK.  He was here in the temple, "sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions".  Divine light, I suppose, never shone thus in the temple.  The One to whom it all referred was actually there, and yet He was there as a child.  Mr Darby's verse in the poem 'The Man of Sorrows' is appealing: 

'A child in growth and stature, 

Yet full of wisdom rare; 

Sonship, in conscious nature, 

His words and ways declare'.  

The Spirit of God would draw out our affections to One who was conscious at this point that He was the Son of the Father and yet He was prepared to be in subjection to His earthly parents.

R.S.R.  What do you say about the expression, ''the boy Jesus"?  Is that not beautiful, a perfect boy?  There never had been a perfect boy apart from Jesus.

J.McK.  Twelve years old, and yet in that human form there was full awareness of His link with the Father.

R.S.R.  The first reference to His father is a small 'f', ''thy father and I have sought thee distressed", but then He says, "did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father's business?", that is a capital 'F'.

J.McK.  Yes, one thing took precedence over the other, did it not?  Mr Darby in the Synopsis comments on this passage as to His relationship with the Father, that 'Consciousness of the one did not injure His perfection in the other’.  Thus He is prepared to go down to Nazareth with them.  One thing is not conflicting with the other; here is perfection in Christ.

D.R.  It says in Acts, "Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life", chap 5: 20.  That is really God's view.  Is it not imperative that we understand that Christianity is a continuation of that life?  It has become different in man's view in Christendom.  But do you think God would bring us back to an understanding that Christianity is really the continuation of that life here in service? 

J.McK.  That is right; the place that Jesus took was man's place.  it was manhood, the place of humanity in perfection.  So that, had He remained in the temple, the light would have continued to shine.  It could not have been otherwise because of who was there.  Jerusalem would thus have become the focus of attention, but in the wisdom of God's ways He returns with them to Nazareth.  It says, "And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them".  He accepted divine restriction as to the circumstances in which He was; how much more we should do so.

A.McB.  Would there be a connection between vision and what Paul speaks of as to ''the oracles of God", Rom 3: 2?  We have been speaking of God's view; that would be promoted and be current in the assembly - the features of Christ would be promoted amongst the saints.

J.McK.  I think so; so that as you think of what was worked out in Nazareth, you might say it has the curtain drawn across it, He is largely unseen having moved into the place of obscurity.  Later one was to say, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" (John 1: 46), and yet in that place there was the working out of the most precious thoughts that God had in the humanity of Christ here among men.

A.McB.  And that would be carried forward, do you think, into the assembly and continued there and promoted there? 

J.McK.   So that we should not look for public recognition.  Indeed, if it comes, we should be apprehensive as to what it might mean.  It was not God's way to work out His testimony in circumstances of public prominence; it was rather that He worked out the best that He had in circumstances of obscurity, so that our Lord was called Jesus the Nazarene; that is how He became known.

C.K.R.  Does what you are saying enhance the thought of the testimony?  I wondered whether it could quite easily become just a phrase.  But what it involves is restriction in one sense, yet in another the way God is going to work out what He will yet display publicly.  Is that why it is one of God's greatest thoughts? 

J.McK.  That is right.  In a sense God's thoughts are too precious to be exposed to man's curiosity.  He is working out something that is far greater than human perception, and I suppose the vision includes that.  We would hesitate to apply the idea of vision to the Lord personally because of who He was, and yet the principle of His action in submitting to God's will and going into obscurity involved that He had a view that those around Him knew nothing of.

C.K.R.  So you can understand Paul saying to Timothy, "Be not therefore ashamed of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner", 2 Tim 1: 8.

J.McK.  What God is working out in obscurity will be displayed.  The time for it will come but at the present moment it is for us to accept simply the supremacy of God's will for us and prove that our blessing comes that way.

W.L.  The Lord seems, too, always to have the completed matter before Him.  In John 4 He says, "My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work" (v 34).  There is nothing uncompleted with the Lord, is there? 

J.McK.  "That I should finish" is the long view.  We need that.  Let us be in the testimony aware of God's thoughts and in the light of what will finally come from this wonderful dispensation.  That the greatness of the assembly is being worked out in conditions that men despise is one of the triumphs of the present moment.

R.J.C.  The Lord says, "the Spirit ... shall guide you into all the truth ... and he will announce to you what is coming", John 16: 13.  I wondered whether that involved the vision and that we prove the Spirit's service in that way.

J.McK.  Yes, to enlarge our view.  I think that is good, so the Spirit Himself, you might say, has accepted restriction at the present time in view of securing results for God.

J.S-s.  Does the Lord have all this in mind in Matthew - the great administrative gospel -when He says, "I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth" (Matt 11: 25), and then He brings out the persons, the babes, to whom these great things are to be revealed? 

J.McK.  That is very good; so the reference to the Lord of heaven and earth is an allusion to God's supremacy in the universe in the light of the refusal of the ministry of Christ in a public sense.

We should go on to Genesis 40.

W.W.  I was thinking of John in Patmos.  The whole assembly history is brought out; then it is extended forward to '1he things that are about to be after these" (Rev 1: 19), thus taking matters right through to the end.  All this came to John in restricted conditions in Patmos.

J.McK.  What sustained John there was what he was shown.  How extended the view he had particularly at the end of that beautiful book where it says, He "shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God", Rev 21: 10.  We need persons in our local companies with a view like that.  God would give us such a view so that we are no longer constricted by our own circumstances and preserved from the tendency to have an apologetic view of our Christianity.

D.R.  God can put limitations on us: perhaps you could say more about this.  You spoke about the king's prisoners, where they were confined.  It was obviously God's matter.

J.McK.  I was thinking about that.  There are two persons - well, there are three - but there are two that we should consider, confined in this prison.  One was Joseph, and he had not done any wrong.  The background to his being in prison was false accusation.  Nevertheless, he is put into prison, and he is there as the king's prisoner.  As to the other man, it says, ''the cup-bearer of the king of Egypt and the baker offended their lord the king of Egypt.  And Pharaoh was wroth with his two chamberlains ... and he put them in custody into the house of the captain of the life-guard, into the tower-house, into the place where Joseph was imprisoned".  Joseph and the cupbearer were both put in the same place; one of them had offended and the other had not.  Putting ourselves alongside them we need firstly to accept that because of our histories there may be certain governmental limitations placed upon us.  On the other hand, as Joseph had not offended, we can see the willing submission to God's ways and how divine objectives are reached in result.  Both men had vision! 

W.L.  Later on he says to his brethren, "So God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance", Gen 45: 7.  What vision that was! 

J.McK.  That is fine.  Perhaps we think more about the first part of that statement than we do about the second.  "Preserve you a remnant in the earth", would refer to the saints as the poor, afflicted, despised company with which we are familiar, but "Save you alive by a great deliverance": that is tremendous!  It involves life, and this connection with an unseen world and with a Man who, having done the will of God on earth, is now in heaven, the great power to carry through what is of God in the testimony.

W.L.  "Ye indeed meant evil against me: God meant it for good", Gen 50: 20.

J.T.B.  In verse 6, "And Joseph came in to them in the morning, and looked on them".  It is very comforting that, in circumstances of restriction and limitation, our blessed Lord would come so near to see how we are getting on in our circumstances.

J.McK.  Yes, we can speak about it as a beautiful type of the Lord Jesus.  We can also think of Joseph as a real man, and that is what is more in my mind today.  Joseph as a man of like passions to ourselves was considerate for his fellow prisoners.  I wonder whether, as consciously restricted together, we can be as Joseph was towards this cup-bearer, and towards the other man, because he says, "Why are your faces so sad today?" I think Joseph had accepted his circumstances but that the cup-bearer was just struggling a bit with his.  He was not fully submissive, and I think Joseph's service brought him round to the recognition of the fact that God's supremacy was to work out in his complete deliverance and restoration.

R.S.R.  The cup-bearer says, "In my dream, behold a vine was before me".  The baker says, "I also was in my dream": he lost his head, did he not?  The one is thinking of what is for the pleasure of Pharaoh.

J.McK.  I did not want to speak about the baker.  He is there for our instruction, "I also was in my dream" - how large we loom sometimes, do we not, in our own view?  That is not the kind of vision we need.  I think the principle of vision is in what the cupbearer said - "a vine was before me".  He sees the development of life of another order, typically referring to the greatness of the humanity of Christ, and the way it yields not in testimony to men but in response to God.

G.C.M.  Is this subject related a little to the thought of overcoming?  Joseph was eminently an overcomer, was he not?  In the promise to the overcomers in Revelation 2 and 3, they get such incentives set before them.  Do you think that is what sustains us to go on despite the circumstances and the difficulties? 

J.McK.  Yes, I think the difficulties call for the overcomer; and certainly Joseph was overcoming.  He was not in any way complaining.  He had been put into prison, and he had not offended; he was there without justification and he was there submitting to the God whom we know, who in His wisdom chooses these ways to work out His own thoughts.

D.McG.  I was thinking that in Psalm 105, "They afflicted his feet with fetters; his soul came into irons" (v 18) was submission to the will of God.

J.McK.  Yes, "Until the time when what he said came about" (v 19).  Joseph had vision, had he not?  He had been shown what God's will was.  He had those dreams - his brethren hated him the more for them - but he had them and he would never lose the light that was in them; but until that time came he accepted what the king's prison meant.  There are those here who know more than I do what the king's prison means, the discipline in the lives of many of the brethren involves real pressure.  There are some enormous things being carried and you wonder sometimes just how and why these things arise, but you find that the God whom we know is working out His greatest thoughts in circumstances which appear to be humanly impossible.

J.S-s.  Is that what is meant at the end of verse 8, "Do not interpretations belong to God?"

J.McK.  I think that is fine.  At that point he says, in effect, I am not equal to this.  He accepted God's restriction; he is in the prison and willing to serve those who are alongside of him, and he says, "Do not interpretations belong to God?"  He brings God in.  I think the principle of vision enters into that.  If there is to be an answer to any exercise that arises amongst us, God is going to provide it.  He may in His grace use human and weak and frail vessels like you and me to convey His mind, but it is God who will bring in the answer.

D.P.  In verses 12-15 Joseph gives the interpretation, showing that he had the mind of God; and at the same time he discloses how deeply he felt about his own position.  He had the vision before him, and it was of God.

J.McK.  Yes, he readily interprets the experience of another.  I think this is very attractive if we apply it to the relations between us as brethren.  The concern firstly would be, "Why are your faces so sad today?", concern for one another; and then as the conversation develops the man tells of what his exercise is.  Joseph is used of God to bring in light that involves his complete liberation and that he should serve Pharaoh as he did aforetime.  The grapes are pressed into Pharaoh's cup, that is typically the life of Christ as yielding something in the way of response to God.  It is very wonderful to see how exercises amongst us as brethren can result in increase in the service of God.

D.R.  Does it involve a secret source of supply?  It says here, "behold, a vine was before me".  There was what was objective but then there was what was in the vine.  I wondered if it was a fine experience in these circumscribed conditions to see what we can tap into, you might say, a secret source of supply which is not interrupted by the circumstances.

J.McK.  That is very interesting.  The Lord Jesus speaks of Himself as ''the true vine", does He not, in John 15, and He also says, ''ye are the branches".  It is very interesting that it is not Christ that bears fruit in John 15, it is the branches.  Is that right? 

D.R.  Please explain that.

J.McK.  Well, it is through persons who have a direct link with Christ that the results for God are coming, are they not?  "If ye abide in me".  So the secret of fruit-bearing is not great intelligence in the truth but abiding in Christ.

R.S.R.  That is the chapter that says, ''for without me ye can do nothing" (v 6).  Some difficulties we have are complex and only the Lord Jesus knows the solution to them.

J.McK.  Well, Joseph brings God in.  "Do not interpretations belong to God?"  I think there is a word in that for us as to complex problems.  Nothing is too great for the God whose will we submit to; and Joseph, in his concern for these others, helps this man through to a full and complete deliverance and he emerges really as a contributor to the service of God.

We ought to say just a word about David.  Here again, we have two persons who need adjustment.  Thus, if you read the earlier part of the chapter, Nathan is fully in agreement with what David proposed.  He therefore needs adjustment too, and I suppose the principle of restriction enters into that.  David is at the end of his life, a life marked by spiritual activity and maturity.  What a man David was!  And here the purity of his motive is not in doubt.  He proposes to build God's house, and at the very zenith of the exercise, God says, No, that is not the way it is going to be; and adjustment and restriction come in his experience.  It involves the bringing in of Solomon.

R.S.R.  I thought, if we had a project in mind and it was not the Lord's mind, we might take offence but instead of that, David goes in - and it is a prolonged stay - before Jehovah.  That is very wonderful, is it not? 

J.McK.  Yes.  The principle of vision comes into this passage too; in verse 17, "According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak to David".  He has the vision.

W.L.  Nathan is not only a prophet, he is a seer.  

J.McK.  Yes.  One of the effects of the Spirit's presence is that "your young men shall see visions", Acts 2: 17.  Nathan had seen something, and as a consequence he comes to David.  Now he had power with David because he had seen something.  What skill the man has!  It does not cause any resistance with David but rather, as you say, the result is complete submission so that he ''went in and sat before Jehovah".  Can we be restfully subject to divine adjustment, dear brethren, however well established in the truth we might be?  This is not David as a young man, this is David as respected by all, a king on the throne and proposing something about which God says, it is not just going to be that way:  but I am going to add something in the way of life and vitality.

W.L.  Have you any impression as to why he asks that question, "Who am I, Lord Jehovah?".  

J.McK.  I think the greater the view we have of the supremacy of God, the smaller we appear in our own estimation.  "Who am I?", he says, and also, "And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah?".  What does that mean?  There is surely a reference there to the Man of whom we read in Luke's gospel, the Man who learned subjection as coming into humanity.  David in some sense rises to the Spirit of Christ in what he says, and then he begins to speak to God about Himself.

P.B.  It is remarkable how David accepts the mind of God for him, and he does so in a right spirit.  

J.McK.  The recognition of divine supremacy results in quick adjustment, and David, as he develops in this passage, becomes a wealthy contributor.  He says things about God, I suppose, that he never expressed before.  He is no longer speaking of his own circumstances, he is not speaking of his service; he is speaking about the God whom he knows and the God whom he has learned to trust.

W.L.  It seems that Nathan, in speaking to him in verse 17, directs him to the presence of God.  Do you think we need that skill with one another?  

J.McK.  Yes, "so did Nathan speak to David".  It was the manner, not simply the content of his speaking.  I think the manner of our speaking sometimes betrays us.  A person who has had a vision, in the sense in which we are speaking of it, having been shown something by God, will give tone to his communication.  So David is quickly adjusted and he resorts to the presence of the God whom he knew, sitting down restfully in the acknowledgement of the fact that God had something in mind of which he knew little.

G.C.M.  In verse 27 he seems to bring out the secret of what he is able to say.  It is an account of the revelation which had been given to him:  "For thou, Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee a house; therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee".  Do you think what Nathan said conveyed that to him and brought into his soul what God was towards him?  Is that why this prayer takes place? 

J.McK.  I think so, He says, "thou art that God", and the note refers to Deuteronomy 32, the self-existent One.  It is God supreme in His universe - very fine! - the God whom we have learned to trust, the God who shepherded David right up to this point.  Nathan goes over the ground, as we read earlier in the chapter, how God had been towards David, and he really draws out David's affection in a way that results in increase in the knowledge of God.

D.R.  It is being in the gain of His presence.  It is not, 'Thou hast been that God or will be'; it is, ''thou art that God"; that is what we would covet to be in the gain of, to know God presently with His supremacy recognised livingly in each of our hearts.  I was thinking of how John in the beginning of Revelation presents God in this way:  ''who is, and who was, and who is to come", chap 1: 4.  It is not a historical presentation, you might say, but a living one which would apply to us in this very day.  

J.McK.  Mr Darby says in one of his letters that self exaltation is neither desired nor possible in the acknowledged presence of God.  Now that is the God who is.  David is reduced in his own view, and totally subject, and he finds that divine supremacy has blessing in mind because Solomon is in view.  Sonship is in view; that would give David great encouragement because Solomon was David's own son.  Although restricted, God is confirming the line of things that David has been moving on, and Solomon is really an addition to the great current of posterity in which David is found.  

N.J.H.  Would Ephesians 1, ''would give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him, being enlightened in the eyes of your heart" (v 17) be akin to David's portion here?  

J.McK.   Yes, "enlightened in the eyes of your heart".  I suppose David's affection was immediately expanded here.  It was not that he had received an arbitrary adjustment to which he would grudgingly be subject; David is totally subject.  In the language of Luke 2, I think he is in subjection.  He is not exactly being told what to do.  He is in a state of soul that makes way for divine supremacy.

A.C.C.  God had told Nathan earlier that He had gone about in a tent and in a tabernacle.  God Himself had entered into restriction and was setting out the thing in Himself.  Is that right?  

J.McK.  It is very confirming; that is, that God Himself had entered into those obscure situations, a tent and a tabernacle.  That is the time we are in, that the God who has entered into those circumstances in testimony is the One who is supreme in the whole universe.

A.C.C.  I thought that really touched David.  I suppose he came to know it through Nathan.  I wondered if that would have great weight with David, for after all, he had the right thought to build God a house, but God is showing him something better.

J.McK.  Well, even if we have right thoughts, we need to submit to the God whom we quoted Paul as saying, ''the God, whose I am and whom I serve".  Right thoughts are not enough; it is a question of deferring to the God who is and whose supremacy remains for us even in this day of outward weakness.

J.M-l.  In Genesis they were sad, but the Lord said of Abraham that he rejoiced to see my day and was glad (see John 8: 56).  I was thinking of the long look - that would involve the revelation of God.  

J.McK.  Yes, I think Abraham did have a long look.  It was divinely supported too; God said to him "Look now toward the heavens", Gen 15: 5.  But God worked out the blessing for Abraham in circumstances publicly of very great restriction.  Even the barrenness of his house, the whole line of things in which the ways of God with Abraham developed are restricted, so that although he had the view, he accepted for the meantime the restriction and the outward circumstances that were necessary.
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HELPERS

John McKay 

Romans 16: 1,2; Zechariah 2: 1-5; 3: 1-7; 4: 4-7; 6: 12,13

I would like to connect these passages, dear brethren, bearing as they do on the present day in which we live and the need that exists in every place for those who will commit themselves to be helpers of the brethren.  Phoebe, referred to in the epistle to the Romans, was a helper of many.  It may be that God will arouse a desire in some heart here in relation to what He Himself is doing in the testimony, a desire that you may be able in some way to help it forward.  We cannot assume to great things, dear brethren, indeed, I would say we should not assume to great things; nevertheless each of us has a responsibility, in the places where we have been set, to help forward what is of God.  We have been brought into a wonderful inheritance.  Let us not in any way have it obscured to us because of the outward circumstances of the testimony.  It is a day of small things; Zechariah writes for such a day, and in that day he would, along with his brother prophet Haggai, help to build.  That is a very fine touch given in the book of Ezra chapter 5, at a time when it says that the work had stopped.  We look back over the course of the testimony until now and we see various elements bearing upon it to repress it and to cause the work to cease.  In such a situation as that Haggai and Zechariah together are described in Ezra as those who were with the people and who helped them.  I would like to commend such an activity to you.  Not that in any way we decry prophecy because that is very necessary, persons who can bring in the mind of God, how valuable they are.  Those who have divine light and who as used of the Spirit bring it in powerfully among the saints, how necessary.  "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth" (Matt 4: 4).  Thank God for the prophets there have been among us!  Let us not forget them.  We come into an area like this and we miss some of the brethren, those who have been used of God to bring in the prophetic word amongst us, but they have also been used of God to help us, have they not?  There is a personal touch in that, there is the touch of contact with the people involving the knowledge of the people, getting down to their level and helping them.  I would like to encourage every heart here.  There is room today for those who will help forward and enhance what is of God.  Look round this room and you will see what is of God.  Take courage from it, it has gone through until now.  Thank God for the strength that has brought us through.  It is not of our own doing, it is all of God Himself.  'He has brought us hitherto’.  Thank God for the investment He has made in His people, but help is constantly needed and God is looking for those who are committed and willing in this respect.

So of Phoebe, Paul says that she has been "a helper of many, and of myself".  What grace is seen here.  Paul in apostolic power, I suppose, exceeded all others, committed as he was to the opening up of the full light that bears on the present dispensation, yet he says "she also has been a helper ... of myself".  What grace, and yet how it highlights the importance of persons who perhaps in obscurity are prepared to commit themselves to be helpers of many.  Can I enlist you, dear young brethren, dear older brethren, in a desire to help forward what God has?  It is easy to disturb what God is doing; it is very easy to cause problems, it is very easy to cause dissension, to become occupied with what Satan is doing and divert the energy of the saints to be expended on things that are unprofitable!  How much better to encourage and help forward what God is doing.  How shall it be?  I think it is as God gives guidance as He opens up our vision.  We have spoken about vision in the earlier part of the meetings and we certainly need it.  Moses, I suppose, had some vision as to the people in the early part of the Book of Exodus.  He wanted to help them but he began in strength that was not divinely given.  He looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man he acted; then the matter became known and he had to flee.  Many of us have begun on that line and we have found that failure comes in.  Moses quickly became adjusted and later we find him in Midian, where it says that he rose up and helped them, a simple statement yet it shows how Moses had evidently become set to help forward what was of God among the brethren.

We might consider how through his experiences and as a result of divine instruction that Zechariah became a helper.  The first seven chapters of this book consist of ten visions.  Zechariah had right desires and God took him on and put him through a course of education that made him effective.  I believe that God would act that way in regard of any of us here as we are available for it.  Saul, you remember, after he was anointed, (see 1 Sam 10) had to go through a course of instruction to fit him for his place among the people.  Zechariah has ten visions throughout this early section of the book and there are certain cardinal lessons involved in each vision.  In the first, Jehovah had returned to Jerusalem.  It is wonderful to realise that divine sovereignty has brought about recovery.  In chapter 1 what he sees are four craftsmen, engaged positively in constructive work in view of the building.  There are four of them.  Thus Zechariah has to learn early in his experience that the way God meets opposition is through positive activity resulting in progress in the things that please Him.  I wonder whether you can undertake building from that point of view.  Four suggests that there is a universal aspect to the structure and the activity that is proceeding.  There is a lesson there for us lest we should be diverted into an independent course of action.  Damage has been caused among us and will always be caused, by independent action.  These four craftsmen are all working towards the same objective.  They have the Great Architect's plan as to what Jerusalem is to be in the sight of God.  God will help us as our actions are governed by such a view.

When we come to chapter 2, Zechariah sees a man with a measuring line.  Divine principles never change.  Things are measured according to the standard of the sanctuary, and if God is the same (that is what David came to as a result of his experience that we read of today, that God was the same, "thou art that God", His principles are the same.  The standards of measurement that have to be applied in the area of the divine dwellingplace are the same, they do not become modified as a result of human circumstances.  Zechariah observes this and the message follows "Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls".  For us this would mean the assembly.  God's thoughts as to the assembly have never changed.  If the saints are to be recovered, it is to the full light of what the assembly means to God, and the light that comes in here is that that area is to be inhabited.  Is that not wonderful?  Even in the presence of ruin publicly the light of God's purpose as to His people is involved in this vision, "shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein".  So we look at our brethren in Christendom and clothe them with God's thoughts about them, they may be Anglicans, Presbyterians, of the Church of Scotland.  Persons who are real in this dispensation belong to the assembly, that is where they belong, and as divinely instructed what we would have in our souls, dear brethren, as having any contact with them, is the light of the fact that Jerusalem shall be inhabited.  God will have His people dwelling in relation to His own thoughts in purpose and blessing for them.  "I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her''.  How impressive it is that in spite of the failures, in spite of the experiences of captivity, the limited circumstances as we were speaking of them in the reading, in spite of all that the glory is the same, "I will be the glory in the midst of her".

In chapter 3 the prophet has this view of "Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of Jehovah, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him".  This view relates to the area of what is religious.  Joshua is the high priest, and Satan is constantly against anything that stands in relation to God.  We have a very powerful adversary who is set to damage what is precious to God even in these days in which we live.  Zechariah's instruction includes a view of how God can meet this situation.  Joshua stands as high priest, but he has filthy garments.  The divine initiative comes into view here in order to remove those garments and clothe him with festival-robes.  Do you know that God has means in the death of Christ for meeting every defiled condition that exists at the present time?  We look around upon our brethren in Christendom and become aware that there is much in evidence that might answer to the filthy garments attaching to them.  Let us remember that God has the means of meeting that!  The word here is, "Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?".    Let us not forget the sovereign mercy of God that intervened in view of the blessing of each of us.  As to our brethren around perhaps immersed in systems which are of men, if they are divine property God has the means of meeting every defilement and setting such persons rightly in relation to Himself.  Oh let it be that our attitude is like God's to our brethren, because God has the means of removing everything that is unsuitable and introducing what is described here as ''festival-robes".  Thus in John 20 remission is referred to first, ''whosesoever, sins ye remit".  Our attitude to our brethren would be that every one of those things that defile and are unsuitable will be lifted consequent upon what the death of Christ means to God.  "Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?".  This is part of the education of a man who is going to help the brethren.  So if you meet defilement, God has the answer.  Christ has suffered in view of the removal of every form of defilement, in view of the bringing in of what is suited to the divine mind, clothing with festival-robes.  Having seen this Zechariah would have a fresh view of the people, their circumstances were unchanged, but he has had a vision of what would be in God's mind for them.  He knew what was against them, yes, but he had seen the great power and initiative in divine blessing that would divest the saints of everything unsuitable and clothe them with what is suited to God.  "Let them set a pure turban upon his head.  And they set the pure turban upon his head".  The result is "and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by".  Oh, how we thank God, dear brethren, for those that stand by, those that have come through.  Zechariah gets a view of Joshua being given a place to walk among them.  Let us value our place in the fellowship, dear brethren.  Let us estimate it very highly, something that we cannot acquire through human means, yet something which through failure we can lose the enjoyment of very easily.  Let us not lose it, but rather let us allow the divine initiative that sets us among the brethren.  Joshua is not set up as an isolated unit to go his own way, he is set among those that stand by.  Thank God for the brethren.  As coming into this area I thank God for every person who has remained faithful to the truth, and the privilege to walk among them is something we should value highly.

In chapter 4 the education continues.  Zechariah sees 'a lamp-stand all of gold,' a system which exists entirely in relation to God Himself, man has contributed nothing to it.  Do you realise that such a system exists?  What is emphasised is that the power is of God.  "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit", "my Spirit", that is God in a personal sense entering into the support of what is for Himself in testimony.  The message to Zechariah is that it will not be any other way.  It will not be through human education, nor through the study of the Scriptures, or of ministry, however accurate and correct; it will be through making room for divine power.  What a lesson that is.  If we are to help the brethren it is to be in the attitude of deferring to a power that is not our own.  Do you ever feel inadequate when the brethren ask you to do something?  Would you rather not do it?  "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit", "my Spirit”.  God has entered into the matter Himself and He is giving Zechariah a view, as God alone can, of a power that is entirely apart from men, that can carry through the initiative in blessing that God has for His people in a way that can never be challenged.  The Spirit of God is here, He 1s still here, and if you are going to be of any help it?  your brethren, however feeble the few that are m your locality, it will be in the light and experience of divine power.

Finally in chapter 6 we have a view of this man ''whose name is the Branch".  I want to finish with this reference typically to the humanity of Christ.  You know, everything depends upon Christ, everything.  It says, "he shall grow up from his own place".  We read in Luke 2 how perfect that humanity was, growing up from His own place.  Philippians 2 was quoted earlier ''taking his place", He took that place, He did not take another, He did not change His circumstances in any way.  He was in Nazareth and there He grew up, "a man whose name is the Branch", here dependently, doing the will of another, everything He did having the divine impress upon it, and yet here in total dependence and true humility.  This passage tells us that "he shall build the temple of Jehovah: even he shall build the temple of Jehovah; and he shall bear the glory".  The glory is unchanged, undiminished!  In spite of man's failure, in spite of the failure of Christendom to which we have contributed, the glory is unchanged, dear brethren, and it stands related to the humanity of Christ, the One who remains the Mediator.  Thank God He will remain the Mediator eternally.  We shall always need a touch from Christ as Mediator to sustain us in our knowledge of God.  It is through Him that our knowledge of God has come, and He, once the Victim, now the great Priest, is the One who is bearing the glory.  All this entered into the education of Zechariah in view of helping the brethren.  I trust that as we are exercised the Lord will show us something of these things.  It was to Timothy a young man who remained at Ephesus, the place where Paul's ministry reached its climax, that Paul wrote of such a One, ''the mediator of God and men" 1 Tim 2: 5.  Thus Zechariah gets a view of the only One that can sustain things according to God, "and he shall bear the glory".  The glory remains and it is supported by this great Person.  The writer to the Hebrews says, consider how great this Personage is.  Clearly, dear brethren, everything for us depends upon Christ, everything for God, everything for you, everything for the prosperity of the saints in your locality, it depends upon Christ who bears the glory, "and the counsel of peace shall be between them both", that is, I think, between God and Christ, a peace that cannot be disturbed.  How effective this man Zechariah would be!  Allow God to instruct you in the great elements that belong to the present dispensation, see how He has brought the saints through, see the great resources that remain, the Spirit here, "my Spirit", Christ on high, the great Priest.  If He was on earth He would not be a Priest, but He is on high and He is sustaining everything, there is strength in those shoulder-pieces, the power of the affection that sustains the brethren.  How great the saints are as sustained by Christ in the presence of God!  Let us learn the lesson of these visions that had such effect on the life of Zechariah and from that point of view let us come among the brethren as helpers.  May our view be enlarged that we may be effective in what we undertake to do.  For His Name's sake.
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Scripture references

Proverbs 29:18 (JND) [18] Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint; but happy is he that keepeth the law.

Luke 2:41-52 (JND) [41] And his parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast [43] and had completed the days, as they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not [of it]; [44] but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together, they went a day's journey, and sought him among their relations and acquaintances: [45] and not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him. [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. [47] And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. [48] And when they saw him they were amazed: and his mother said to him, Child, why hast thou dealt thus with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee distressed. [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business? [50] And they understood not the thing that he said to them. [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart. [52] And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

Genesis 40:1-15 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] the cup-bearer of the king of Egypt and the baker offended their lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was wroth with his two chamberlains with the chief of the cup-bearers and with the chief of the bakers; [3] and he put them in custody into the house of the captain of the life-guard, into the tower-house, into the place where Joseph was imprisoned. [4] And the captain of the life-guard appointed Joseph to them, that he should attend on them. And they were [several] days in custody. [5] And they dreamed a dream, both of them in one night, each his dream, each according to the interpretation of his dream, the cup-bearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were imprisoned in the tower-house. [6] And Joseph came in to them in the morning, and looked on them, and behold, they were sad. [7] And he asked Pharaoh's chamberlains that were with him in custody in his lord's house, saying, Why are your faces [so] sad to-day? [8] And they said to him, We have dreamt a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said to them, [Do] not interpretations [belong] to God? tell me [your dreams], I pray you. [9] Then the chief of the cup-bearers told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; [10] and in the vine were three branches; and it was as though it budded: its blossoms shot forth, its clusters ripened into grapes. [11] And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. [12] And Joseph said to him, This is the interpretation of it: the three branches are three days. …

2 Samuel 7:17-29 (JND) [17] According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak to David. [18] And king David went in and sat before Jehovah, and said, Who am I, Lord Jehovah, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? [19] And yet this hath been a small thing in thy sight, Lord Jehovah; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, Lord Jehovah? [20] And what can David say more to thee? for thou, Lord Jehovah, knowest thy servant. [21] For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all this greatness, to make thy servant know [it]. [22] Wherefore thou art great, Jehovah Elohim; for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears. [23] And who is like thy people, like Israel, the one nation in the earth that God went to redeem to be a people to himself, and to make himself a name, and to do for them great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thyself from Egypt, from the nations and their gods? [24] And thou hast established to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever; and thou, Jehovah, art become their God. [25] And now, Jehovah Elohim, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant and concerning his house, fulfil it for ever, and do as thou hast said. [26] And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, Jehovah of hosts is God over Israel; and let the house of thy servant David be established before thee. [27] For thou, Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee a house; therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. [28] And now, Lord Jehovah, thou art that God, and thy words are true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant; …

Genesis 40 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] the cup-bearer of the king of Egypt and the baker offended their lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was wroth with his two chamberlains with the chief of the cup-bearers and with the chief of the bakers; [3] and he put them in custody into the house of the captain of the life-guard, into the tower-house, into the place where Joseph was imprisoned. …

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Acts 17:26-27 (JND) [26] and has made of one blood every nation of men to dwell upon the whole face of the earth, having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling, [27] that they may seek God; if indeed they might feel after him and find him, although he is not far from each one of us:

Acts 17:26-27 (JND) [26] and has made of one blood every nation of men to dwell upon the whole face of the earth, having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling, [27] that they may seek God; if indeed they might feel after him and find him, although he is not far from each one of us:

Proverbs 29 (JND) [1] He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and without remedy. [2] When the righteous increase, the people rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. [3] Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father; but he that is a companion of harlots destroyeth [his] substance. …

Ephesians 3:1 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations,

Ephesians 4:1 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called,

John 4:19 (JND) [19] The woman says to him, Sir, I see that thou art a prophet.

Job 38:10-11 (JND) [10] When I cut out for it my boundary, and set bars and doors, [11] And said, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?

Job 38:10-11 (JND) [10] When I cut out for it my boundary, and set bars and doors, [11] And said, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?

2 Kings 5 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. …

Job 2:11 (JND) [11] And three friends of Job heard of all this evil that was come upon him. And they came each one from his place: Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to come to condole with him and to comfort him.

Job 2:11 (JND) [11] And three friends of Job heard of all this evil that was come upon him. And they came each one from his place: Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to come to condole with him and to comfort him.

Job 42:2 (JND) [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine.

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Romans 3:2 (JND) [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God.

Romans 3:2 (JND) [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God.

John 1:46 (JND) [46] And Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip says to him, Come and see.

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Genesis 40 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] the cup-bearer of the king of Egypt and the baker offended their lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was wroth with his two chamberlains with the chief of the cup-bearers and with the chief of the bakers; [3] and he put them in custody into the house of the captain of the life-guard, into the tower-house, into the place where Joseph was imprisoned. …

Revelation 1:19 (JND) [19] Write therefore what thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to be after these.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Genesis 45:7 (JND) [7] So God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance.

Genesis 50:20 (JND) [20] Ye indeed meant evil against me: God meant it for good, in order that he might do as [it is] this day, to save a great people alive.

Genesis 50:20 (JND) [20] Ye indeed meant evil against me: God meant it for good, in order that he might do as [it is] this day, to save a great people alive.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Psalms 105 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah, call upon his name; make known his acts among the peoples. [2] Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him; meditate upon all his wondrous works. [3] Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek Jehovah. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Acts 2:17 (JND) [17] And it shall be in the last days, saith God, [that] I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your elders shall dream with dreams;

Deuteronomy 32 (JND) [1] Give ear, ye heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth! [2] My doctrine shall drop as rain, My speech flow down as dew, As small rain upon the tender herb, And as showers on the grass. [3] For the name of Jehovah will I proclaim: Ascribe greatness unto our God! …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

John 8:56 (JND) [56] Your father Abraham exulted in that he should see my day, and he saw and rejoiced.

Genesis 15:5 (JND) [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be!

Genesis 15:5 (JND) [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be!

Romans 16:1-2 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself.

Zechariah 2:1-5 (JND) [1] And I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. [2] And I said, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. [3] And behold, the angel that talked with me went forth; and another angel went forth to meet him, [4] and said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein; [5] and I, saith Jehovah, I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.

Zechariah 3:1-7 (JND) [1] And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of Jehovah, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. [2] And Jehovah said unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan! Yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee! Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? [3] And Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the Angel. [4] And he spoke and said unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from off him. And unto him he said, See, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with festival-robes. [5] And I said, Let them set a pure turban upon his head. And they set the pure turban upon his head, and clothed him with garments; and the Angel of Jehovah stood by. [6] And the Angel of Jehovah protested unto Joshua, saying, [7] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by.

Zechariah 4:4-7 (JND) [4] And I answered and spoke to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? [5] And the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these are? And I said, No, my lord. [6] And he answered and spoke unto me, saying, This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. [7] Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel [thou dost become] a plain; and he shall bring forth the head-stone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it!

Zechariah 6:12-13 (JND) [12] and speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh Jehovah of hosts, saying, Behold a man whose name is [the] Branch; and he shall grow up from his own place, and he shall build the temple of Jehovah: [13] even he shall build the temple of Jehovah; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne; and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.

Ezra 5 (JND) [1] Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem; in the name of the God of Israel [did they prophesy] to them. [2] Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God, who helped them. [3] At that time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, and said thus to them: Who gave you orders to build this house and to complete this wall? …

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

1 Samuel 10 (JND) [1] Then Samuel took the vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because Jehovah has anointed thee prince over his inheritance? [2] When thou goest from me to-day, thou shalt meet two men by Rachel's sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to thee, The asses are found which thou wentest to seek, and behold, thy father has dismissed the matter of the asses, and is anxious about you, saying, What shall I do for my son? [3] And thou shalt go on forward from thence, and shalt come to the oak of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men going up to God, to Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three cakes of bread, and another carrying a flask of wine. …

1 Samuel 10 (JND) [1] Then Samuel took the vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because Jehovah has anointed thee prince over his inheritance? [2] When thou goest from me to-day, thou shalt meet two men by Rachel's sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to thee, The asses are found which thou wentest to seek, and behold, thy father has dismissed the matter of the asses, and is anxious about you, saying, What shall I do for my son? [3] And thou shalt go on forward from thence, and shalt come to the oak of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men going up to God, to Bethel, one carrying three kids, and another carrying three cakes of bread, and another carrying a flask of wine. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,
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