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GOD’S RESOURCE IN CRITICAL 
CONDITIONS  
A. J. E. Welch  
1 Kings 17: 17–24; Acts 20: 7–12; Revelation 3: 7–13  
I am impressed, beloved brethren, that God in His word, and 
the application of it, can meet any condition which may arise in 
.the course of our lives. He can meet conditions that appear in 
persons; he can meet conditions that appear in local 
assemblies. I think it is comforting to see how He does this by 
bringing His word to bear. So we have in this connection the 
prophetic side, as we may view it, of divine truth. We do not 
have to search far in the Scriptures to find examples of God 
meeting sorrowful and challenging conditions by the 
application of His word. We should take comfort from this, 
because the Holy Spirit has a basis in the word of God to 
strengthen all that is for God’s pleasure, and to meet, and to 
negate, what is not for His pleasure. We have very interesting 
instances in these scriptures where God acted decisively with 
regard to a particular condition.  
In the first one, death itself had intervened. We are told that 
the son of this woman, who in the earlier section of the chapter 
read is presented as maintaining Elijah, fell sick, “and his 
sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him”. 
That word “severe” is to be noted. Whether in individuals or in 
local companies there are occasions when matters beset us 
which are severe, severe. They may be daunting, bringing 
discouragement, but we can see how God asserts Himself by 
way of His prophetic word. The prophetic word is not negative; 
it is not disruptive; it is not damaging. It creates exercise, but it 
can be applied, and under  
God’s hand, with the help of the Spirit, it is applied to bring 
relief to what may be oppressive to the divine interests.


Scripture references

1 Kings 17:17-24 (JND) [17] And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. [18] And she said to Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come to me to call mine iniquity to remembrance, and to slay my son? [19] And he said to her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the upper chamber where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. [20] And he cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? [21] And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again! [22] And Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he lived. [23] And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and delivered him to his mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son lives. [24] And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in thy mouth is truth.

Acts 20:7-12 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled. [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

Revelation 3:7-13 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
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The son of this woman was dead, which, of course, in the 
human sense, is the most hopeless condition of all, in the 
human sense. But the prophet comes into it, and he does not 
at first find a sympathetic hearing from the woman, although 
his desires toward her are of the best.  
What is prophetic from God claims attention; God asserts 
Himself in it. The bearing of the prophetic word in the 
assembly is our education; it is strengthening, uplifting, and 
possible of fruitful results in the saints. We shall see that in a 
few minutes. But we need to get some sense of the power of it 
as God is pleased to come in. He uses His word; it calls for 
application, dependently and in power. You can trace some of 
the dependence that was needful with Elijah in this scripture. 
So Elijah takes the son out of the woman’s bosom; in other 
words, this is not a matter where she can intervene. Elijah 
takes him up and lays him upon his own bed. Thus he is 
brought into the immediate environment of the prophet, to 
come into intimate circumstances with the prophet so that 
divine power may work upon him.  
It says of the prophet in verse 21, “And he stretched himself 
upon the child three times”. That is a most interesting 
expression, that “he stretched himself”; it is something that 
brings a challenge to us, dear brethren, in meeting these 
severe conditions. Can I stretch myself? Have I a constitution 
morally and spiritually that would enable me to be 
stretched?—that is, to reach out to cover the matter in some 
sense, to embrace it for immediate attention and activity. I 
believe there is a very distinct suggestion in that “he stretched 
himself”.  
Cases arise where we need to stretch ourselves,  
and to have a constitution to stretch ourselves. Do we have 
some understanding of the ways in which the enemy’s power 
can get to grips at times with men? Do I have some 
understanding of the way in which God has come in to resolve
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every issue affecting man in the death of Christ? That is the 
positive side. Have I been through the delivering teaching of 
the epistle to the Romans? Have I emerged from it into the 
liberty of chapter 8? It is a wonderful course of things, but a 
challenging course of things. Such a person is capable of  
“stretching” and understanding things. How man is constituted, 
morally and spiritually, is apprehended to some extent, and we 
begin to see how an answer may arise to the severe difficulty. 
But we shall never see an answer arising to a severe difficulty 
if we have not, with help from God, faced the constitutional 
difficulties of our own history. It is that that enables us to 
stretch ourselves. I see in it a constitutional idea that there is 
something in the servant that can reach out in such wise as to 
cover the immediate situation and bring the word of God to 
bear upon it. How often this is needed, beloved brethren, and I 
trust the use of this scripture will strengthen our concern to rise 
in exercise and prayerfulness with a desire for such a 
strengthening as we see in the prophet.  
He “cried to Jehovah and said, Jehovah, my God, I pray thee, 
let this child’s soul come into him again!” You see, the child is 
all wrong inwardly; it is his soul. These are the most severe 
cases. If we speak of individual histories, where in a sense the 
reality of death has involved the loss of the soul, you might say 
it relates to the inward part of the being which is of such vital 
import in divine things. What a grave case this was! “And 
Jehovah heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he lived”—he lived. What a point that 
is for each! What a  
touch of divine comfort!— he lived. What it was for this 
woman, and what it was for the prophet, that that child, so 
severely affected, now lived. Dear brethren, God is able for 
these things, even in our severe matters, and there are severe 
matters in persons and in private. He would build us up. How 
we need the upbuilding of divine truth in all these things so
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that there is a constitution that can be stretched to meet the 
need at the time.  
“And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the 
upper chamber into the house, and delivered him to his 
mother; and Elijah said, See, thy son lives”. What a 
demonstration!  
How it would affect this woman—“See, thy son lives”. The 
word of God is not empty of power, never; nor is its power 
directed towards death, it is directed towards life, as this 
instance so clearly shows. How sorrowfully sometimes the 
bearing of death shows itself in the pressures that come in, but 
there is an answer to it, dear brethren; there is a God who has 
met the power of death in the dying of His only Son, in view of 
the whole need of man, despite the way he is constituted, 
being met by His delivering power. And so the prophet 
delivered the child to his mother, and Elijah said, “See, thy son 
lives”. The woman is affected accordingly. If we follow through 
the line of this passage I venture to say we shall see 
something coming in on God’s side that resolves things; not at 
once maybe; not in one action maybe; but God honours the 
concern of the prophet as to His creature, and honours the 
way the prophet takes to deal with it; no light matter, but it is 
carried through, and this child is delivered alive to his mother. 
What a wonderful experience, dear brethren, to see life come 
in where the power of death has been seen to reign, to see life 
come in. It is not possible in human account, but it is 
characteristic in Christianity. I think we see it to be so, and if 
we prove it, so  
it will be of the deepest strengthening to us as facing the 
issues of a severe kind which we find ourselves in.  
Now when we come to Acts 20 we have a particular 
happening of a severe kind. What is in question in Acts 20 is 
the ministry of Paul. He comes into this situation in a company. 
His company is there, those who companied with him in the


Scripture references

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …
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course of his service, helpful supporters of God’s word, and 
Paul is presenting it. But we have been reminded in the course 
of the revival that in this Troas situation there is a certain 
depicting of conditions at the end of the time of the Spirit when 
it seems that power is needed. What is in question is the 
whole character of Pauline ministry. I verily believe, dear 
brethren, that that is the question in these closing moments, 
Pauline ministry, “the mystery of God; in which are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and of knowledge”, Colossians 2: 3. In 
subtle ways the enemy is striving against that, ravaging the 
saints, and seeking to obstruct what that precious line of 
ministry brings in. So, Paul comes into the situation and they 
were assembled to break bread. The breaking of bread has 
had a remarkable place in what we often rightly speak of as 
the revival. The breaking of bread has provided a rallying 
point, a point at which the claims of the Lord Jesus will be 
remembered, a rallying point for deep affections amongst us 
all. We are to value it as such, and that into which it brings us.  
Paul discoursed to them, “And he prolonged the discourse till 
midnight”. We need to be ready, brethren beloved, for the 
prolongation of a Pauline discourse. It is that against which the 
whole armament of Satan is directed. Satan brings his whole 
armament to bear in a subtle way to invalidate, if possible, and 
to hinder, the working of the  
heavenly line of ministry for which Paul stands. And this is 
disclosed critically by the overpowering of this youth. While 
Paul discoursed very much at length the youth “fell from the 
third story down to the bottom”. I have to ask myself whether in 
my local company there is any element that would stand in the 
way of a Pauline discourse. It is a long matter, a demanding 
matter, but upon what is it demanding? The strength of our 
affection for Christ and for what is due to Him and precious to 
Him in the assembly, that is where the point of demand comes 
in and where faithfulness to Christ will stand at any cost. So 
this youth was sitting at the window. Is there any one here 
sitting at the window? It means that while this young man was


Scripture references

Colossians 2:3 (JND) [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge.
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in the immediate environment of those who were gathered to 
the name of the Lord in the breaking of bread, he was looking 
outside; his intentions were outward; he was not responding to 
the claim of the Lord in attention to the Lord. Oh may you not 
do that! Is not Christ precious, beloved, young and old? Are 
we ready for sacrifice in what is due to Him? That is the simple 
appeal. Are we ready for sacrifice in what is due to Him? How 
precious are His claims!  
Well, the matter did not progress well; “he fell from the third 
story down to the bottom”—a damaging fall, three stories. The 
Spirit of God very skilfully gives us a picture of the situation. 
Let us not trifle with things, beloved brethren; sometimes we 
may indulge ourselves in things which are not seemly in the 
light of the glory of Christ; we are not to trifle with such things. 
Let us be decisive and definite and clear in standing by that 
which is precious to the Lord, to Christ, and by what relates to 
the name of Christ, standing by what is precious to Him, and 
rejecting above all what is offensive to Him. Let us stand for 
Him, and for what glorifies Him. But Paul has the answer; we  
can say that Paul is the answer, and he brings the answer. He 
descending fell upon this young man and enfolded him in his 
arms. Oh, that is a lovely touch here, dear brethren. Can we 
bring it to bear?  
We may see such a situation arising in our local company. Do 
we have the grace and the power to move in the direction in 
which Paul moved “enfolding him in his arms”? The reality of 
affection for one another involves the resentment of all that 
may come in to dishonour Christ. Involved in it are our 
affections so that we have cause to be offended as to that 
which stands in the way of the Lord, our glorious Lord, 
securing what answers to His heart. What answers to His 
heart is the crucial object of the ministry of Paul which we have 
here. It is what Paul stands for in a positive sense. It is, what 
doubtless—let us not surmise—it is what doubtless entered 
into his discourse. May the Lord keep our affections very
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active in these days. Indeed, as we take part in the Lord’s 
supper in the morning He would bring that to bear upon us 
distinctly, arousing something within us which may not have 
been there before by the way of simple, devoted, affection for 
Him—a simple point which the youngest here can understand, 
that the Lord Jesus has given so much for us, and He is 
asking for something in response from that heart of yours. 
How worthy He is of it! You will not be deceived as to the 
momentous character of what is presented to us in the Pauline 
discourse; the great point of the moment among the people of 
God is Christ and the assembly. You may say, ‘I do not 
understand it’. The Lord will help you to understand it, and to 
see that here is a clear issue as to what enters into Christianity 
at the present time, so near the return of the Lord.  
So Paul enfolds him in his arms. Oh, for arms  
like Paul’s, dear brethren, among us in our several localities!—
someone with an embrace like the embrace of Paul which 
became so effective in this case, and will yet be effective in 
many a case. Then he said, “Be not troubled, for his life is in 
him”. I think that is the point—“his life is in him”. It is the life 
that is the point. Where is the life of this young person? I 
speak sensitively for I know something about it. Where is the 
life of this young person? Dear young brother or sister, there is 
a great realm of life in holy activity among the people of God, 
the fellowship of God’s Son, and your life is to have the 
character of the life that prevails there.  
The Lord would have it so; those who love Christ would have it 
so, and would seek to give you something of the Pauline 
embrace which can become so effective in a case like this. 
The matter is concluded; the breaking of bread is completed. 
Paul goes away, and they brought away the boy alive—such a 
positive outcome from a matter which might have seemed at 
first to have been of an irretrievably damaging character. I am 
sure this is recorded for us to encourage us in these closing 
moments to stand by the mystery of God “in which are hid all
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the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge”, the Pauline 
ministry, making demands on our affections, but feeding our 
affections that we may stand against the devil, so that what is 
precious to Christ’s heart is carried through in detail to a fruitful 
result.  
Then a brief word only on Philadelphia in Revelation 3 which 
focuses attention, as I would see it, on that day so near. In the 
words of Jesus Himself, “I come quickly: hold fast what thou 
hast, that no one take thy crown”. There is a crown in view, a 
signal mark of the appreciation of the Lord Jesus, the One who 
has royal rights over us in every respect. There is a crown in 
view in the  
particular touch of His approbation of our standing by what is 
precious to Himself. These promises are extensive and 
remarkable in character— “I also will keep thee out of the hour 
of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world 
... I come quickly hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy 
crown”. We have to reach some assessment of what we have. 
I see in it, as we must see in it, the heart of God towards us to 
bring us into the best. What we have here, brethren, is not just 
books. The books open up a great deal to us as the Spirit uses 
them, and as the Lord helps us, but that is not the point; the 
reality and substance of what has come in the Spirit in the 
saints is the point—“hold fast what thou hast”. We may feel we 
need to gain more; I would certainly say that for myself. The 
Lord will help you to gain more, if He leaves us a little longer, 
but “hold fast what thou hast”—hold it fast. The enemy would 
seek to disintegrate it, to rob you of the gain of what you have 
taken on in the Lord’s grace and power in His ministered word 
from time to time. The crown is the mark of the singular delight 
and approbation of the Lord when you are standing firm, 
immovable.  
Well, I leave that word with all of us, especially myself. I 
believe the Lord is showing us that He has His own resource 
always to meet conditions; conditions in me or in you, or in my


Scripture references

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …
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locality or in your locality. He has resource to meet those 
conditions and glorify God in them.  
It is a wonderful thing that I am asserting, something which is a 
mark of these closing moments of the dispensation. The Lord 
is soon coming, but in the meantime, if He should leave us a 
little longer, there may be conditions to be met. God will help 
us to meet them, and these examples may give us some clear 
illustration of how God comes in from His own side, asserts 
Himself, asserts His own power, just when we feel powerless, 
so that Christ may be honoured, and the assembly, and the 
preciousness of its every feature brought into the view of His 
saints. May this be so, for His name’s sake.  
Address at Cullen 
13 August 1988  
(This was the last address given by our beloved brother before 
the Lord took him on 24 November 1988. It has been revised, 
but not by himself).
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THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
J. N. Grace  
Romans 5: 1–10; 8: 8–10, 14, 15  
I would like to say something, as the Lord may help, as to the 
Spirit of God. It is wonderful that the Spirit of God is here. He 
could never have come had it not been for the sufferings of 
Christ. Everything is based on the sufferings of Jesus. The 
very best that love could provide has been provided for us in 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Every feature of the truth stands 
related to the incarnation; there is not one feature that God 
has had in His heart to bring out to men that He has not given 
expression to in Christ. That is a great, point to lay hold of; as 
we follow up the truth let us always begin with Christ and we 
are on safe ground. God’s ideal is Christ; He is the Pattern. 
And God has given His Spirit to us in order that we might be 
brought round to the divine pattern.  
Everything that God looked for in man feelings, affections, 
mind and heart—He found in Jesus. He has given the Holy 
Spirit that there might be myriads of men formed after Jesus. 
There will be nothing except what is of Christ in God’s world. 
We can thank God for that! What a world, it would be if there 
was something of the first man included. “As in the Adam all 
die”  
(1 Corinthians 15: 22); that is what happens to Adam’s race—
death; that is what came in through him. Through Jesus 
another order of things has come in, and that stands related to 
the love of God. But for us it is by the Holy Spirit. We cannot 
understand any feature of the truth apart from the incarnation; 
therefore if we want to know about the Holy Spirit we turn to 
the Person of Christ. That is where we learn the Holy Spirit in 
Christ seen in manhood, here in the condition of flesh and 
blood. It is a wonderful thing that there has been one Man here 
in that condition on whom the Holy Spirit descended, and as to


Scripture references

Romans 5:1-10 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us: [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly. [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us. [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

Romans 8:8-15 (JND) [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; [13] for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live: [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God. [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

1 Corinthians 15:22 (JND) [22] For as in the Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive.
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everything that God had looked for, there it was in Jesus. 
Every other man had gone about doing his own will, but here 
was a Man who was entirely committed to the will of God. He 
said in Gethsemane, “Not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 
42. That means that the Lord never had any other will but the 
will of His Father, and so that blessed Man was the divine 
standard.  
What a wonderful standard it is! The choicest way in which a 
man could stand before God is in sonship in the enjoyment of 
His love and that is seen in Jesus; He is the Pattern. There 
was a uniqueness, of course, in Jesus in the condition of flesh 
and blood; things are said of Him that could be said of no one 
else; “The holy thing also which shall be born shall be called 
Son of God”, Luke 1: 35. And you will remember that in the 
oblation the cakes and wafers were mingled with oil or 
anointed with oil (see Leviticus 2: 4). It means that the Holy 
Spirit was there from the very outset, “the holy thing” was a 
different kind of Man from all that had  
preceded. The Spirit of God was active in the very birth of 
Jesus, coming upon Mary and overshadowing her. The Spirit 
of God was protecting the whole scene from the violent efforts 
of the enemy. So He grew (Luke 2: 40). Children! Jesus grew 
up here, from a babe to seven, eight, nine; ten, right up to 
twelve; the Scripture calls attention to it (Luke 2: 42). He went 
through all the stages of life up to thirty (Luke 3: 23), and at 
about thirty years of age He entered upon public service in the 
testimony of God.  
As He entered upon public service the Spirit descended upon 
Him (Luke 3: 22) and a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 
17. That alluded to the thirty years of secret history with God. 
What that must have been for God, despite man’s failure to 
observe and take account of it. Isaiah speaks of that—“He is 
despised and left alone of men” (Isaiah 53: 3). But God found 
His delight in Him, and that is the Man the Spirit of God


Scripture references

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Leviticus 2:4 (JND) [4] And if thou present an offering of an oblation baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

Luke 2:40 (JND) [40] And the child grew and waxed strong [in spirit], filled with wisdom, and God's grace was upon him.

Luke 2:42 (JND) [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast

Luke 3:23 (JND) [23] And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old; being as was supposed son of Joseph; of Eli,

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Matthew 3 (JND) [1] Now in those days comes John the baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, [2] and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh. [3] For this is he who has been spoken of through Esaias the prophet, saying, Voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. …

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.
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descended upon at His baptism; He was sealed at that point 
by God. Well, all speaks of the uniqueness of Christ; no one 
else has been like that. What that one blessed Man must have 
meant for God in a world of millions of lawless wills! After 
centuries of rebellion against His testimonies, here was one 
Man who could say, “Thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 8. 
He was prepared to go right through to death to face the 
power of the enemy and deal with all that the first man had 
brought in by way of sin. Oh what it is to think of a Man that 
could clear the whole scene for God. You say, ‘He cleared the 
whole scene for us’, but first of all, dear friends, He cleared the 
whole scene for God.  
So God was entirely free to begin another world, centring in 
another Man, the Son of God.  
God’s eye now is on Christ, not imputing trespasses  
to men. “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, 
not reckoning to them their offences”, 2 Corinthians 5: 19. Oh 
how wonderful it is to take account of this blessed Man!  
What does He mean to you? Is He the point of attraction for 
your heart? He was the one point of attraction, and still is, for 
the heart of God. God has a heart, and so have you, and God 
will not be satisfied until He has your heart. He found delight in 
the heart of Christ because He was a Man after His own heart. 
That was said of David, but God looked forward really to the 
incoming of Jesus. That blessed Man went on to death, 
because the Spirit could not have come apart from the 
sufferings of Christ.  
That is the lesson to be learned from the smitten rock. Not that 
you and I, dear friends, were smitten or could thus be smitten; 
it was Jesus who was smitten. Does that not touch your heart? 
You could not be relieved from the burden of your sins, from 
the power of the world, and the power of the devil unless 
Jesus was smitten. God’s own blessed Son, the One who


Scripture references

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.
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expressed divine love in its fulness, was smitten in order that 
you might have the very best that God could give—the Spirit of 
God— now, before we go to heaven. Some of the blessings 
that are promised to us will not be enjoyed in their fulness until 
we are actually in heaven.  
Sonship is one, but we have the Spirit of sonship now, while 
we wait for the body of glory.  
Forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit are the two things 
we get by the gospel. Men outside do not understand what you 
have in Christianity; it all lies in the presence of the Spirit; it is 
the very best, and it is a wonderful thing that we have the 
earnest of the Spirit, a present income of what we will enjoy 
eternally.  
Those first few chapters of Romans bring out the heart of men 
and their opposition to God as to  
every testimony that He has rendered from creation onward. 
All served just to bring out the rebellion in men’s hearts; there 
was none righteous, no not one. It means you. Well now, what 
is the remedy? God says His thoughts of blessing are for all. It 
says, “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards 
all, and upon all those who believe—for there is no difference; 
for all have sinned”, Romans 3: 22. Now the first need of a 
man or woman is righteousness, and God will not accept your 
righteousness; for “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags”, 
Isaiah 64: 6. Do you say, ‘Are you preaching the gospel?’ Yes, 
this is the gospel, the best gospel that ever reached the ears 
of men, because it is not about you, it is about Christ. It is 
“God’s glad tidings ... concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord “. That is how Romans starts. Let it get into our hearts 
that the gospel, dear friends, is the very, best news that has 
ever reached the ears of man. It is not about your need; it is 
about God’s Son, the excellence of the way in which God has 
set forth His thoughts of blessing for men. And “God is no


Scripture references

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Isaiah 64:6 (JND) [6] And we are all become as an unclean [thing], and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away;
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respecter of persons”, Acts 10: 34. There is no difference, no 
matter whether you have been here five years or ninety years.  
The apostle says here that we have “been justified on the 
principle of faith”. I hope we all understand that. I am not 
delivering any profound exposition of the Scripture; the 
simplicity of the gospel is a wonderful thing to understand. 
Everything in Christianity is dependent on faith; not sight— 
faith! and that from the very beginning of our having to do with 
Christ to the very end of our life here. The time is coming when 
we shall see His face. How wonderful that will be, seeing the 
face of the Saviour and the glory of God shining in it; but now it 
is that we are justified on the principle of faith. We  
come to God and bow at the feet of Jesus, calling Him Lord. 
We have faith in the blood and in His Person and we are 
justified. Christ is in glory; the whole work has been done—our 
sins have been dealt with, sin in the flesh has been 
condemned, the enemy has been dealt with, and the history of 
the responsible man himself has been finished in the death of 
Christ. That is wonderful news; the believer is justified on the 
principle of faith and “we have peace towards God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ”. Oh it is a wonderful thing to get these 
principles settled in your soul so that the devil cannot disturb 
you. He will try to put doubts into your soul, but we would point 
you to Christ in glory. Our acceptance is in Christ up there; so 
even if you fail, and the devil brings that to bear upon you, let 
me just say this, that you are assured of acceptance up there 
because it is in another Man. “We have peace towards God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ”. It is the full title of His 
administration over the kingdom. Nothing can ever disturb Him 
or the place He has taken.  
Then “we have also access by faith into this favour in which 
we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God”. That 
glory is yet to come in its public aspect, but we have the hope 
of it now and we boast in it because of our Saviour. Oh get 
beyond the verses of Scripture to the Person! Thank God for


Scripture references

Acts 10:34 (JND) [34] And Peter opening his mouth said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons,
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the Scriptures indited by the Spirit of God. I would say this, Go 
by Scripture. When you have exercises or disturbances, go by 
the Scriptures. Certain things may seem to be right but go by 
the Scriptures, because the tendency of men is either to take 
away from the Scriptures, which destroys the authority of the 
word of God in your soul, or else to add to the Scriptures. If 
you add to the Scriptures you will lose the force of what the 
Spirit of God is intending to teach you  
by the very words which He has chosen. The world is trying to 
alter the Scriptures to fit in with the ideas of men, whereas our 
ideas have to be altered to fit in with what God is saying 
through His word. So it goes on to say, “hope does not make 
ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad, in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. You 
could not have a greater gift, could you, than God’s own 
Spirit? The sinner, with all his failure, comes to Christ and 
receives the forgiveness of sins and then the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Oh the magnificence of divine grace! There is no 
frugality, shall I say, with God, no limiting of God’s grace from 
His side; His love is shed abroad in your heart. God wants 
your heart, because if. He secures your heart He has the 
whole man. It may take a little time; your will needs to be 
subdued; but this epistle goes right through till the whole man 
is secured for God, his heart and his mind and finally his body. 
Your body is wanted, dear friend. You young people, just 
remember that, God wants you; He wants you in His testimony 
here, and there is not much time left. If we just let the force of 
these scriptures into our souls it will greatly strengthen us 
against the tide of apostasy that is abroad in the world. It is the 
best that God could give, His own Holy Spirit given to us; there 
are no reserves; God is not holding back anything.  
Now the test is, What about you? Could you hold back; could 
you have reserves in your heart, or in your ways, or as to your 
possessions, when God has given His best? He has given His 
own blessed Son for us, and now “The love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts” because the Holy Spirit has been given.
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These are the best gifts that God could give us. That is at the 
beginning of this epistle. The epistle goes on to tell us a good 
deal as to what God has given and is prepared to  
give to those that love Him. You might say, ‘I cannot find 
enough love in my heart for God.  
How does it come about?’ It comes about by letting the love of 
God have full sway in your heart. It is not what you can do; just 
let God have His way with you and your heart will be changed. 
How? By being engaged with Christ. God has given us an 
object for our hearts in Christ. As we engage our hearts with 
Christ we shall find that the Spirit will help us so that our hearts 
are formed after Christ. We may grieve the Spirit, but He has 
in His keeping the very best to bring us into— the truth. “He 
shall guide you into all the truth”, John 16: 13. Now that goes a 
little further than what I am saying, because it involves the 
assembly, involves our being together, but God goes a long 
way in this epistle with the individual because He has every 
facility to enable us to fill out our part in what Scripture speaks 
of as the assembly.  
In chapter 8 there is another allusion to the Spirit. We often 
speak of Romans 7, which relates more to experience rather 
than what can be preached about. If we let the Spirit have His 
way how quickly our hearts would be formed after Christ, and 
God would have His way. You get disturbed about things and 
you say, ‘Well, I find I have the mind of the flesh and how does 
God regard me—as in the flesh or as in the Spirit?’ The Spirit 
of God says here, “Ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed 
God’s Spirit dwell in you”. There is no effort about this; if we let 
the truth have its way with us we shall find it is not dependent 
on our efforts. Our responsibility is to let the Spirit have His 
way, and so the Spirit dwells in us. That does not mean that 
we are striving and anxious about things; the Spirit dwells in 
us. It means He is at home there. “Ye are not in flesh but in 
Spirit”. Now, if we can get hold of that it will settle a good many 
disturbances in our minds. God


Scripture references

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …
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regards us as being in the Spirit. It is either in the flesh or in 
the Spirit. If you have fully received the gospel you have 
received the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit; 
then God regards you as being in the Spirit. Hold on to that 
and work things out from that and God will help you. You will 
find that the positive side of the truth will begin to take shape in 
your soul in regard to Christ, instead of wondering all the time 
whether you are a Christian or not.  
That is not contemplated in Scripture. When you put your faith 
in Christ things are settled. It puts you in a certain direction in 
regard to the testimony so that you do not go back; the Spirit is 
there to help you. It is a wonderful thing when we come to see 
that God presents the truth to us and then raises questions 
with us as to whether we are in accord with it. You say, ‘Well, I 
am not quite in accord with that’. Then you find that to be in 
accord with the truth you must go this way. The Spirit of God 
thus has His way with you and you say, ‘I will go’. You put your 
foot forward and go along that way and, perhaps to your 
amazement, you find that the Spirit of God helps you. Well, 
that is the way the truth works. Of course, if you do not put 
your foot forward in the path of the will of God you will not get 
divine help, because it involves faith. That is what we had 
earlier, “The steps of the faith ... of our father Abraham”, 
Romans 4: 12. It is one step at a time, but if you step out in 
faith, as Abraham did, you will get divine support because of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that is Romans 8. The 
flesh is with us, and will be until the end, but we are not in the 
flesh. Hold on to that. That is not the way God regards us; He 
regards us as being in the Spirit. If we act in the flesh, well, we 
have let the enemy temporarily get an advantage. So we get 
back to the Spirit, we speak to the Spirit,  
call upon the Spirit, and ask Him for His help; He is with us all 
the time. This is Christianity.


Scripture references

Romans 4:12 (JND) [12] and father of circumcision, not only to those who are of [the] circumcision, but to those also who walk in the steps of the faith, during uncircumcision, of our father Abraham.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …
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How well off we are, dear brethren, to be furnished with 
everything that is needed for the wilderness pathway here, 
right until we get to the glory.  
So it goes on to say, “They that are in flesh cannot please 
God. But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit 
dwell in you”. There are certain passages in Romans that we 
ought to hold on to in our faith, as at the beginning of this 
chapter—“There is then now no condemnation to those in 
Christ Jesus”. Oh, a wonderful thing that— no condemnation! 
Let that ring in your ears. Now you have put your faith in 
Christ, and have received the Spirit, no sense of 
condemnation should come into your soul, “For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin 
and of death”. You have a supply line now, the presence of the 
Spirit; you have Someone with you now and He is going to 
help you in all the obligations of life. The Spirit is life, it says, 
“on account of righteousness”. You walk with a view to 
righteousness, and God gives us the resource in the Spirit to 
fulfil it.  
And not only that, it goes on further in the chapter, “For ye 
have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye 
have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father”. How little we understand the blessed greatness of 
Christianity! God is not satisfied until we are in the enjoyment 
of sonship. Now in sonship you do not do things merely 
because you are told to; you are in the secret of the Father’s 
heart and mind and you do things because it pleases Him. 
That is what Christ did; it is the spirit of sonship. The same 
Spirit that moved Christ here is now in your heart, to please 
God in all the dignity of a son. I think this is marvellous. We 
cry,  
“Abba, Father”; it is the full thought. There is no fear, no 
hesitation, no wondering which pathway to take. Not only do 
you do what is right and pleasing in the sight of the Father, but 
there is an answer in your heart to the heart of God—“We cry,
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Abba, Father”. There is a certain urgency about it; the 
urgency, dear brethren, is that the testimony is to be filled out 
and finished on the divine level, and that level is sonship. We 
have been furnished with all that is needed and we are to 
finish our course in the liberty of sonship.  
Now there are some young people here today, and I would 
raise this question with you— 
Have you received the Spirit of God? May you have to do with 
Jesus, because God’s gift is towards all. Put your trust in 
Jesus and have to do with Him about your sins, and you will 
receive the forgiveness of sins. The next thing is the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and you could not have a greater gift. Most of us 
are still learning what the gift of the Holy Spirit really means.  
But the greatest thought connected with the Spirit is that He is 
the Spirit of sonship. That is not something that is at the end of 
the journey, it is part of the gospel: You need not have any 
sense of fear in your soul; let Jesus into your heart if you want 
to please Him. Then you want to please the Father, because it 
is the Father’s heart that has come to light in Christ. You look 
to Jesus and you can understand what a Son can be to a 
Father, and you can understand what a Father can be to a 
Son. The delight of being here in the pathway of the will of 
God, the path of the Father’s will, that is what you learn in 
Christ. We receive the Spirit of God’s Son in our hearts and we 
cry, “Abba, Father”. That is normal Christianity.  
I am not speaking of the great heavenly truths that come out in 
Ephesians, standing in relation to what is collective; this is an 
individual thing and  
yet it leads immediately into what is collective—‘whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father’. “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
these are sons of God”. What a testimony that is! Well, that is 
normal Christian testimony and leads into the assembly, leads 
into the enjoyment of what is collective; but it begins with what


21

21 
is individual, each being furnished with the very best so as to 
be here representative of God, but also answering to God’s 
heart and expressing His Son.  
May we let the Spirit have His way so that our hearts are 
engaged with Christ and our footsteps unswervingly and 
wholly committed to the divine will. Thus we shall find that God 
will be with us all the way.  
Address at Stawell, Victoria 
30 July 1987
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“WE ARE UNPROFITABLE BONDMEN”  
J. Taylor  
… David has to go through the school. This event in 1 
Chronicles 21 is late in his life; he is a highly disciplined man 
already. It is a warning to us, we may have been going on for 
forty years, and yet we may be exposed to the devil. Let none 
of us think we are beyond discipline—our very thoughts 
expose us to the devil—a little bit of pride, may be, spiritual 
pride. David was an old brother. Old brothers are apt to think 
of the numbers in the meeting; they have had to do with this 
one’s and that one’s conversions. We have been flattering 
ourselves that we have had to do with that. Do not let us be 
mistaken—Satan is in that. “Go, number the people!” God said 
to the devil, Go and make David number the people. You may 
be sure, David had often thought of it. At that time Israel was a 
very powerful nation numerically. You know how modern rulers 
are counting their people. It is natural to men to do that.  
So God said to Satan, I allow him to number, the people. I do 
not know of anything more solemn—David the beloved king, 
the great prophet, the sweet Psalmist of Israel being allowed 
to give way to this temptation. How solemn that is. What a 
warning for us, dear brethren, that we should not be priding 
ourselves in our achievements. After all we are unprofitable 
servants. The Lord would put us in our places. Paul says, 
“That I might not be exalted, there was given to me a thorn for 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan”—Who sent him? God. “That 
he might buffet me, that I might not be exalted”. He asked the 
Lord thrice that it might depart from him, but the Lord said, No, 
“My grace suffices thee”. Jacob’s limp stayed, Paul’s thorn 
stayed, and he is contented, his power increases as he is 
subject to the Lord in this matter.  
(Vol. 86, pp.61, 62)
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SATISFACTION IN CHRIST  
C. H. Mackintosh  
There are few things in which we exhibit more failure than in 
maintaining vigorous communion with the perfect manhood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence it is that we suffer so much from 
vacancy, barrenness, restlessness, and wandering. Did we but 
enter with more artless faith, into the truth that there is a real 
Man at the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens—One 
whose sympathy is perfect, whose love is fathomless, whose 
power is omnipotent, whose wisdom is infinite, whose 
resources are exhaustless, whose riches are unsearchable, 
whose ear is open to our every breathing, whose hand is open 
to our every need, whose heart is full of unspeakable love and 
tenderness towards us—how much more happy and elevated 
we should be, and how much more independent of creature 
streams, through what channel soever they flow!  
There is nothing the heart can crave which we have not in 
Jesus. Does it long for genuine sympathy? Where can it find it, 
save in Him who could mingle His tears with those of the 
bereaved sisters at Bethany? Does it desire the enjoyment of 
sincere affection? It can only find it in that heart which told 
forth its love in death. Does it seek the protection of real 
power? It has but to look to Him who made the world. Does it 
feel the need of unerring wisdom to guide? Let it betake itself 
to Him who is wisdom personified, and who “of God is made 
unto us wisdom”. In one word, we have all in Christ. The divine 
mind and divine affections have found a perfect object in “the 
man Christ Jesus” and surely, if there is that in the Person of 
Christ which can perfectly satisfy God, there is that which 
ought to satisfy us, and will satisfy us, in proportion as, by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, we walk in communion with God.  
(‘Words of Grace and Comfort’, 1958)
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EXTRACT  
The Lord is watching over our little gatherings in the cities, 
towns, villages and hamlets in which we may be, and He is 
concerned that the city principle should not lapse, however 
small and weak things are, in order that the thing should be 
livingly maintained.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 84, p.41) 
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