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“WASHING BY WATER”

W. Dickson 

Leviticus 1: 9 (to “in water”) 

One has been engaged a little in one’s thoughts with what it says in John’s epistle as to Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, not by water only, it says, “but by water and blood”, 1 

John 5: 6. As the brethren know, in the gospel, the historical record, it is “blood and water”, John 19: 34. From the divine side, the blood comes first, expressing the fulness of God’s heart as a result of the work of Christ; then the water follows as a necessary sequence in regard to the subjective application of the death of Christ. When it comes to the epistle, the order is reversed, and it says, “He ... came by water and blood”, which immediately raises the truth in its application to believers. In other words, it is the understanding and taking on of the truth by those who know God; thus it says, “not by water only, but by water and blood”. 

It is a very touching consideration, dear brethren, and should raise our hearts in thanksgiving that it was “not by water only”. If the Lord had come by water only, it would have meant judgment. You will recall that in Genesis, when God came in in judgment, the earth was judged by water. But John says, “not by water only”—if the Lord had come in by water only, the whole race of mankind would have been judged without hope. The nation also, Israel, would have been judged without hope of recovery; but “not by water only, but by water and blood” would remind us that while we have to see to what is judicial, in the blood of Christ there is what is effective for blessing, for 

 recovery, for restoration, enabling us to walk together in the light as God is in the light. So, brethren, we have to exercise judgment, but always to keep in our mind “not by water only” 

but “by water and blood”. 

So one turned to this scripture in Leviticus in thinking of this matter of the water. The whole chapter is one of the most appealing scriptures in the Bible as a type of the Lord calculated to draw out our hearts to Him. It is a wonderful thing, beloved brethren, to have your affections touched by the presentation of Christ; it is a wonderful experience. I would say to you, young brethren, covet that experience; covet the experience of what a presentation of Christ can mean to you so that your heart warms and responds to that Person. It evidences the existence of that link with Christ that He values so much. The burnt-offering is one of these blessed types of Christ as peculiarly delightful to the Father’s heart, so pleasing to the Father, and note, beloved brethren, that the Lord did not have to endeavour to please the Father. We have constantly to seek the help of the Spirit that we please the Father, but Jesus, in the perfection of His blessed manhood, His every act, His every thought, His every movement in grace was pleasing to the Father and that life went up in death as the burnt-offering. 

Now it says, “but its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water”. As the brethren know, we must immediately exclude from our minds any suggestion that there was about Christ anything which needed washing with water. We must, in the place we give to that blessed Person, keep clear in our minds that there could be no suggestion in regard to the Lord Jesus personally that washing with water was required. It comes into the passage in order to make the sacrifice typically what Christ 

was essentially in the purity and blessedness of His own Person (see J. N. Darby’s ‘Synopsis’ 

on Leviticus 1). It comes in to make the type answer to Christ, to show that that blessed Person was spotless inwardly, and in His walk, His legs speaking of that. Now that being so, beloved brethren, what comes to us is, Are our inwards and our legs washed with water? The inwards being washed with water is the word of God applying by the Spirit the death of Christ to our inwards and brings up the whole question of the purity of our inwards. What we are in the eyes of the brethren is one thing; what we say amongst the brethren is one thing; but are our inwards and our legs washed with water? 

The matter of the inwards raises the whole question of motives, motives. In these days in which we live, with matters at times arising locally and generally which can be testing to us, the Spirit of God would say. Are your inwards washed with water? Is there a proper cleansing in regard to your motives? In wisdom it is said you cannot judge motives, you must judge actions; that may be so in regard to other persons, but a believer is responsible to examine his own motives; by the Spirit he is required to apply the water, the word of God, the death of Christ, to his inwards, and be challenged in all things as to the purity of his motives. Well, I confess, brethren, I find that one of the greatest tests one can face. Assembly matters come up; we form a certain judgment and we have a certain outlook. If we are governed by natural considerations, our inwards have not been washed with water. We may be governed by personal considerations, showing that our inwards have not been washed with water. It means, beloved brethren, that we should keep near to Christ and see Him as the perfect divine standard. Each one is to purify himself (1 John 3: 3) even as He is pure. 

 Then the legs are washed with water. This is a very important matter, beloved brethren, as to our walk. The walk of a Christian should be unquestionably righteous; the legs, to be like Christ, must be washed with water. So we must have regard to our associations, our ecclesiastical associations, our public associations, that they have the character of the burnt-offering and what goes up as a pleasing fragrance to God. We are to see that the legs are washed with water. So the psalmist says, “Thou wilt have truth in the inward parts”, Psalm 51: 6, leading on to sacrifices of righteousness (Psalm 51: 19). 

I trust, beloved brethren, I have not been too negative. I value the occasion of prophetic ministry to draw our hearts to Christ, but we should think of this, the great gain of having 

“truth in the inward parts”, that we are like Jesus in that way. Inwardly there is transparency, there is purity, there is all that denotes that we are with God in regard to all our relationships, and so in the hidden parts we know wisdom (see Psalm 51: 6). As the inwards and the legs are constantly washed by the Spirit of God by His word, there is that which corresponds to Christ. He alone, blessed be His name, could say in reply to the question, “Who art thou?”—

“Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25 (see note ‘f’ in New Translation). 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow,
29 December 1981 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 1:9 (JND) [9] but its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water; and the priest shall burn all on the altar, a burnt-offering, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour.

John 5:6 (JND) [6] Jesus seeing this [man] lying [there], and knowing that he was [in that state] now a great length of time, says to him, Wouldest thou become well?

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

1 John 3:3 (JND) [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Psalms 51:6 (JND) [6] Behold, thou wilt have truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden [part] thou wilt make me to know wisdom.

Psalms 51:19 (JND) [19] Then shalt thou have sacrifices of righteousness, burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering; then shall they offer up bullocks upon thine altar.

Psalms 51:6 (JND) [6] Behold, thou wilt have truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden [part] thou wilt make me to know wisdom.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.



THE BELIEVER SECURED ENTIRELY FOR GOD

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Romans 12: 1–5; 14: 16–18; 16: 25–27 

The glad tidings reach us, dear brethren, and 

are intended to secure us—our whole spirit and soul and body—for God. I suppose we are all forgiven sinners here—I trust that each of us has received that blessing—and also the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit, because we have all, many times, come under the preaching of the glad tidings. 

I referred to this first passage because it brings in an exhortation from the apostle about our bodies. Man is made up of spirit, soul, and body. The spirit links him with God, his soul would be his inward feelings—life; then we also have bodies. Here the apostle is beseeching the saints to present their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God “which is your intelligent service”. We must remember that it is in our bodies that we express ourselves, and it is in our bodies, of course, that we exercise our own wills. It is in our bodies that we move here or there. I fully agree that we may be in our spirits elsewhere, but it is in our bodies that we either do our own will or we do the will of God. The exhortation here is that our bodies should be a living sacrifice with a view to the will of God. I think most of us would recognise that it is through our bodies that we express ourselves. A man may be said to be kind—how  do you know that? You know it because it finds some expression in the body; or he may be said to be unkind, and that also finds some expression in his body. Therefore God would impress us, I think, with the importance of our bodies and that He not only desires to have us with Him in our spirits, and that we should know what it is to have the forgiveness of sins, and the assurance of eternal security, but also that our bodies should be vessels here in which we prove His good and acceptable and perfect will. 

Men generally in their bodies are expressing their own wills, living in the main as in the world 

in self-indulgence. I go, so to speak, where I will; I have my own opinion and I hold to it. If I go to a football match, I go in my body; if I go to the theatre, or other such places, I go in my body. Now the glad tidings is intended to secure us, as I have already said, in our whole spirit and soul and body, so that we are not to be conformed to this world. Conformation to this world is very easy. We live and work in a certain environment and that affects us. We must all acknowledge, I think, that we are very susceptible to the environment in which we live. To take a simple example of it—our dress, our manners, our ways—we are always affected by the environment in which we live. Hence Paul says—and I think it is not put in the form of a commandment but rather an appeal—“be not conformed to this world”; that would be not conformed to this world in any of its characteristics at all—“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. The mind of the believer is part of the body. The mind is the governing faculty. I think God would remind us of it. So that the mind is renewed and the body is presented as being presentable to God the believer’s intelligent service. 

I would like to raise the exercise with everyone, and that includes myself, as to how far our bodies are held at the disposal of the will of God. Well, you say, I tend to shrink from that—

so do I. As I get older I find that when I think of a full committal to the will of God, it makes me hesitate. I am prepared to acknowledge it. I feel that hesitation more than I did when I was seventeen. When the Lord first aroused my interest in the truth at a fairly early age I had less hesitation than I have now. That is natural, because I have learned through some little experience that if I commit myself to the will of God, and to the truth, it involves that I must be prepared to take the moral process to reach that to which I am committed 

and for which I have prayed. Nevertheless, the Spirit helps us, I think, so that there may be a decided committal from every one of us, young and old—that committal including, as I have said, the body. Now this comes in late in this epistle. It has often been said it comes in late and in the form of an appeal, because the body is the last thing a man is prepared to give up. 

For salvation, I thank God; my spirit is relieved of pressure; but my body naturally is the vehicle for my own will. It is in my body I find my satisfaction and my pleasure, but the transformation comes about through the renewing of the mind by the Holy Spirit. 

So this follows on, in the teaching of the epistle, what we have already looked at in Romans 8. There we come to a wonderful expression, as we have already said; we cry, “Abba, Father”. Then Paul proceeds through chapters 9, 10 and 11 until he comes to this great question of the renewing of the mind and of the presentation of our bodies. Now you will  notice here that it is present your bodies (plural), a living sacrifice (singular), and I think it is intended to lead us on to the truth of one body in Christ. So that what God can take account of is a living sacrifice. Paul says we are all one body in Christ. Here it is not the body of Christ, but “one body in Christ” and members one of another. So, through the grace given to him, he says: “I say ... to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think”. We are members one of another, dear brethren, one body in Christ. Let us not think highly, above what we ought to think, but let us think, says the apostle, so as to be wise—wise in the use of our bodies, wise also, I judge, in our relations one with another, learning what our niche is in the body, what our service may be—how we stand in relation to one another but all functioning as one body in Christ. 

Many of these exhortations cause considerable exercise to us, I believe, nevertheless the Lord would help us in it. Paul says: “For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; thus we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other”. I cannot fill your place in the body, and you cannot fill mine. I believe an apprehension of this would preserve us from any kind of rivalry. How could I fill the place of another brother in my locality? How can he fill mine? If we apprehended the simple basic truth of the one body and being members one of another, I think we would understand what it is to fill out each his or her place. Any idea of rivalry or jealousy would be completely eliminated. This is what the apostle is desiring for those at Rome. 

Now it is fundamental, and I believe we need to understand it, that the Head is in heaven, and unless we have some knowledge of the body here, and the working of the body, we can hardly come into the appreciation or understanding of Christ as Head. So what is emphasized in the main in this epistle is the Lord—our Lord Jesus Christ—and the will of God. Well, brethren, let each of us here—and the brethren wherever they are as set together in their localities—be exercised to find what our niche is in the body and fill it out. Let us therefore think so as to be wise; each is to know what his place is but primarily, I believe, it will depend on our presenting our bodies a living sacrifice. Now let me ask each one of us here, Are you prepared to present your body to God? You have forgiveness; you have the gift of the Holy Spirit; you are breaking bread—all of us here are breaking bread, as far as I know. 

Now the question arises. Are you prepared to present your body to God on the altar, shall we say presented never to be recalled? 

I remember hearing of a simple incident which might illustrate the point, when a servant of the Lord was preaching and a footballer was converted. However he was asked to play one last match. He went to the servant and said, ‘Can I play in this last match?’ To that the godly man replied, ‘Have you been converted?’ ‘Yes’. ‘Does your spirit belong to God?’ ‘Yes’. 

‘What about your soul?’ ‘Yes’. ‘And what about your body?’ The young man replied, ‘Yes’. 

The servant’s reply was, ‘If you want to play this last game of football the best thing you can do is to go to the Lord and ask Him if you can borrow your body back for an hour or so’. You see, that illustrates the point. The body is presented never to be recalled. That young man would be affected by the simple answer to his question which the godly man gave him, and I understand that it did so affect him that he did not play that last football match at all; he gave  it up. His spirit, his soul, and his body were entirely God’s as secured by the glad tidings. 

Now I would like that to be true of me. I would like that to be true of me so that I might prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Instead of my will and my body, it is now the will of God. Well, you say, that is a very great sacrifice. Well, I feel the same thing, and of course we must all acknowledge our frequent weakness; nevertheless, let us keep the divine standard before us; let us listen to the divine appeal as to presenting our bodies. 

Now the next passage refers to the kingdom of God. It says the kingdom of God “is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”. I think you will see a very clear link between the will of God and the kingdom of God. What a wonderful thing it is to be in the kingdom of God! As far as I understand it the kingdom of God functions in the assembly at the 

present moment, and in a certain sense they are what we call co-extensive. The day will come when the kingdom will be set up, of course; the will of God will be supreme in the whole of the universe; but at the present moment, the apostle says, “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking”—not a question of what you eat or drink, or what you may not eat or drink, because it is in the setting of the weak brother—but he says it is righteousness—doing what is right. I wonder if we have considered that—righteousness. This is not righteousness reckoned to us through faith, though we thank God for that; but if God reckons us righteous through faith, if He has cleared us from every charge of guilt on the ground of the precious work of Christ, surely He would expect us to be righteous in our practical lives. So the first feature is righteousness. As far as I can see, apart from righteousness and peace there is no joy. 

I think it was Mr. Darby who said that he thought peace was more important than joy, important as joy is. But in any case the kingdom of God is “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”. Now I think the force of it is this—it is righteousness “in the Holy Spirit”. 

You can only practise righteousness in the power of the Spirit. That raises a very practical question as to how much room I give to Him. I suppose I could ask every person here, Did you receive the Holy Spirit? It would be a more personal question to ask every one here as to what room you give to the Spirit. We spoke this morning of the scripture that refers to the Spirit dwelling (Romans 8: 9). That means He is at home. It is a great exercise to me; is the Spirit at home in me? I claim that I have received Him, and I have no doubt about that fact; but is He unquenched, ungrieved in me? I am sure the more He is unquenched, the more He is ungrieved, the more there is the sway of God in my soul, the more I shall be practising righteousness, the more I shall know peace, and the more I shall know joy. One man of God said he noticed an absence of joy amongst the saints. Why is it? I admit quite frankly there is often an absence of joy in me. Is it because there is a lack of righteousness? “The work of righteousness shall be peace”, and there will be “quietness and assurance for ever”, in a day to come (Isaiah 32: 17), but we should be enjoying it now. And I think we enjoy it as the Holy Spirit is increasingly given room in our lives. 

So instead of our wills coming into exercise it is the will of God, which is always the same, in the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. Think of the greatness of such a gift! Have you considered the immensity of such a gift? Think of the greatness and magnificence of God in forgiving my sins. Think of the greatness of the sacrifice of Christ. Someone referred earlier to Him bearing our sins in His body on the tree. I think of the beneficence of that and then of the greatness of the presence of the Spirit, privileges that we but little realise and little value as we should do. I believe that if we understood the kingdom of God—that is, as we say, the moral sway of God in the soul—it would lead to peace and joy. How necessary this is for us, beloved brethren. And yet the fact is that man naturally prefers his own will. If I am to be in the kingdom, if I am to be secured in my whole spirit, soul, and body, it—necessarily means that my own will is set aside. Now that is exactly what I object to as a natural man, that my will should be set aside and the will of God obeyed. 

Now I want to go on briefly to the last scripture—I come to this word establish, “to him that is able to establish you”. Paul’s desire was that they should be established, and now he comes to the last part of his epistle where he brings in this doxology to God, “Him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings”, the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God—“my glad tidings”, he says. That is not what we call popular preaching. Any preaching of Jesus and any conversion of any soul anywhere we would rejoice in, but we are to be established according to Paul’s glad tidings, and I think this epistle gives us the teaching of those glad tidings. What is it in preparation for? I think it is in preparation for the mystery. 

Do you know anything about it? When did you last hear someone refer to it in the preaching? What is it? I suppose when he presented this to these believers in Rome they would have questioned what it meant. He just leaves it though. He says, “my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ”; that is the distinctiveness of what was delivered to Paul. 

The preaching of Jesus Christ relates to the only Man, and order of Man, that is before God, and then, “according to the revelation of the mystery”. Oh that we were more interested, dear brethren! The mystery is that which was hidden; he says, “as to which silence has been kept in the times of the ages, but which has now been made manifest, and by prophetic scriptures, according to the commandment of the eternal God, made known for obedience of faith to all the nations”. Think of what God has kept reserved throughout all the ages until the present one, which has now been made known, he says, through prophetic Scriptures. I am sure these believers in Rome would have had their affections and minds exercised as to what this meant. 

I might almost say that Paul would have used this at the end of the epistle to whet their appetite as to what it really was. How little any believer really understands the mystery. Paul speaks elsewhere of his intelligence in the mystery. We 

have to go to other epistles to have it opened up for us, but I would like to speak so as to excite, or whet, our appetites as to the mystery. This is one of the things that the ministry of beloved Mr. Stoney touches a good deal. So few believers understand it. When I say so few believers, I am not just speaking of those with whom we walk, but I am speaking of the majority; the saints have little understanding or intelligence in the mystery. We are all limited, nevertheless, dear brethren, let us understand what God has for us, what has been  revealed in this time to His holy apostles and prophets so that we may be established by God according to the glad tidings of the apostle Paul, the preaching of Jesus Christ, and the revelation of the mystery. It is this in which God would have us to be established. 

Well now, let us enquire into it, what is this mystery? I have no intention of trying, even if I could, to open it up at this juncture but just to leave us with this impression that such a thing exists, and I think persons divinely taught will enter into the truth of the mystery. We use the word ‘initiated’ and I say this, that if you have no exercise about it, if you have no interest in it, then you will not come into the knowledge of it at all. Oh, if I could impress you with the greatness of what God has brought to light in this dispensation, so that there might be exercise of heart—exercise of conscience, too—but primarily exercise of heart, to be divinely taught as to the mystery which has been revealed in this dispensation. May the Lord bless us and may we get some impression, not only of the desire of Paul that we should be established, but an impression of the greatness of the God who is able to establish us. 

Then may we enter into this wonderful doxology at the end of the teaching of the gospel, “The only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen”. Would you not like to come into that doxology? I would like to come into it I must confess. But I believe the way into it is by means of our being secured entirely for God in our whole spirit, and soul, and body. May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Auckland
7 November 1981 

 


Scripture references

Romans 12:1-5 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. [4] For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other.

Romans 14:16-18 (JND) [16] Let not then your good be evil spoken of; [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit. [18] For he that in this serves the Christ [is] acceptable to God and approved of men.

Romans 16:25-27 (JND) [25] Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence has been kept in [the] times of the ages, [26] but [which] has now been made manifest, and by prophetic scriptures, according to commandment of the eternal God, made known for obedience of faith to all the nations [27] [the] only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:9 (JND) [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him:

Isaiah 32:17 (JND) [17] And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever.



FEEDING ON WHAT IS POSITIVE

A. R. Stevens 

Hebrews 12: 1–3; Psalm 46: 1–7 

God helped us in our first occasion to see that He has an order of things under His hand that is of Himself and that is going through. The thought of the assembly originated with God; He had it in His mind long before the world was. On Lord’s day we were reminded that God Himself said, “It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like”, Genesis 2: 18. The thought originated with God that Christ should have a counterpart, one that would be able to answer to His feelings and His affections. So God made the woman—a figure of the assembly. Then, in process of time, Abraham’s servant was sent to seek a wife for Isaac, and he found Rebecca, one who was suited to be Isaac’s wife. She surprised the servant by the way she responded to the test he put to her. Then there was the journey that was taken to meet Isaac. She was adorned by the servant so that when she reached Isaac, who was walking in the fields to meet them, she was entirely suitable and could spring off her camel. And so it is, dear brethren, that God is working at the present time  that there may be a concrete answer to the feelings of Christ in the assembly, according as He Himself has planned in purpose. We have said that, from the divine side, all will go through. 

Already the assembly has been secured, in great part. How mysterious and how blessed that a scripture such as Ephesians 2: 6 is able to say that already we are there, seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus! That is the divine side of the matter; as far as God is concerned the matter is complete, it cannot be altered. 

It would help us to have the two sides before us. Sometimes we may get obsessed with the responsible side. What I have found, dear brethren, is that undue occupation with my state does not in anywise improve my state. If I use all my time to be engaged with my state it will never improve it. What will improve my state is to see things as they are in Christ; to see things from the divine side. And the more attractive things become from the divine side the more we will be helped to commit ourselves and to make a full surrender. So that we are in a time when, amidst all that is transpiring, the Spirit of God is keeping before us what is very positive and living. Thank God that, amidst all the difficulties, the ministry that we are getting is, in a general sense, very attractive and very positive. It is a line of things that is endearing divine Persons to our hearts, and the more we are engaged with that the more our state will improve. 

The path that we are called into is one of faith. It begins with faith and it will end in faith. 

Without faith, the scripture says, it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11: 6). We may do a lot of things, but without faith it is impossible to please God. If we draw near to God we must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them who seek Him out. Thank God, the path has been set on in perfection by the One of whom we 

have read in Hebrews 12, and without saying very much the point is that our eyes should be on that blessed One. Hebrews 11 mentions the worthies—persons who, though not as privileged as we are, not having the Spirit indwelling them, yet had to do with God and they justified God in their movements. Some of them, at God’s command, went out, not knowing where they were going, but they had faith in God. Abraham shines in relation to the path of faith. Moses—young people, think of Moses—responded to the training that he had as a youth; he was in Pharaoh’s house, but his mother had been his nurse and what she imparted to Moses was taken in by him and he was formed by it. He did not throw it off. It is sad to say that some of our children, as soon as they become of age, throw off what they have been taught. But we must count on God. He is able to work with them and bring them into things, even though it may be after we have left this scene. We may, of course, be taken up at the rapture amongst the living, and if they have not come into blessing before that, it will be too late. But Moses responded and we thank God for the young people who are seeking to respond. We have some young ones here who are coming on and they are a source of encouragement to us. May their eyes be kept in the right direction. 

There may be much that is negative that can occupy you young ones, but do not get occupied with that. The enemy would keep you occupied with what is negative—difficulties amongst the brethren, possibly. I think that Timothy kept his eyes on what was very positive. He had it there in Paul and he had it supremely in Christ. His occupation was with what is positive. I would encourage my younger brethren to be on that line. 

So we have Christ, the One who set on and completed this path of faith, and we are encouraged to run the race. “Let us also therefore, having so 

great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us ...”. They are there—persons who have witnessed before us and have completed their course—faithful persons to whom what is of God has meant so much. Let us be encouraged by remembering them, and also faithful ones currently with us. It says, “Laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance ... “. It is a race of endurance; it is not a sprint; it is for those who endure. We want to run the race with endurance. Think of how Christ endured! We are to have Him before us, supremely, the One who endured so great contradiction from sinners against Himself. Then, before that, He is spoken of as “the leader and completer of faith”. He has given character to the path of faith, dear brethren; He has completed it. Let us keep our eyes on Him! 

One thing which long has struck me is that even the Lord Jesus had before His heart that which would be a source of joy to Him; “Who, in view of the joy lying before him ...”. If we are to go on we must have a goal before us. We are not told what it was that the Lord Jesus had before Him, which is mentioned. It may have been the great thought of securing the many sons for the service of God. It could be the assembly—that which is so precious to His heart; but whatever it may be, He had something that was very positive and tangible which was the delight and pleasure of His heart. It was an incentive, as it were, if I might speak that way about the Lord Jesus, because it afforded Him the prospect of great joy. In view of that He would not be turned aside. In a lesser way Paul had a goal. It is said in Philippians that Paul stretched out to the things before him and pursued, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3: 13, 14). His one great desire was to have Christ as his gain. 

So let us, dear brethren, be encouraged; let us keep our eyes on the blessed, glorious Man. 

God’s centre, the One in whom all that is for God’s pleasure is treasured up. He is the Yea and the Amen of all that is for God. Let us go on with our eyes on Him. Do not be distracted, do not allow yourself to be over-engaged with what is negative. I will stress that again—do not let us always be thinking of difficulties. Whilst we are to be in godly exercise about matters, there is a brighter side and we want to see what God has before Him. Out of all our difficulties and troubles God is bringing about something that is very, very positive. He is helping us to know what it is to trust Him more, to develop in our experience with Himself. 

He is so wise in what He allows. We never can fathom the ways of God. How can we? His ways are untraceable, but His ways are also perfect, just, and good, and out of all the difficulties God is getting a rich harvest. Persons are being formed in their experience with God through the exercise these troubles cause. 

I read the passage from Psalm 46 because it is very comforting. It is a scripture that is intended to calm us. We are inclined to be troubled, but a scripture like this would calm our spirits. “God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found”. Can we say that of any man? With men sometimes they may be found and sometimes, when we need them most, we cannot find them. It has happened, even with parents and children; sometimes when you really need help you cannot get the help you need. But not so with God; He is a refuge. He is strength; He is “a help in distresses, very, readily found”. As you turn to Him, He is there; that is the God we have—very readily found. Then it goes on to say, “Though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; Though the waters 

thereof roar and foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof, Selah”. I understand Selah to mean that we stop, we pause and consider. It is a statement that is to get into our beings and help us to consider, dear brethren. And these scriptures are intended to strengthen us. We are in days when we need divine strength that we may end up in the path of God’s will. Some may turn aside, persons of whom we thought much. Persons may become contentious or get occupied with history here and there. Why do persons become so engaged with what is negative? We want to go on with what God has under His hand and finish up in the testimony, and in this we can count on God—who is very readily found. 

In the meantime there is this river that is mentioned. We are thankful for the river—the Spirit’s unceasing service. “There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High”. It is the Spirit’s unceasing service, dear brethren. How thankful we are for it! That river came into evidence when the Spirit came down on the day of Pentecost. He is that ‘river’. He brings in all that is from heaven to fill our hearts. Christianity is not an empty matter; it is not all difficulties; it is not all trials. Some may feel that it is just difficulty after difficulty, trials after trials, but, thank God, there is that which comes down from heaven which the Spirit of God brings in to refresh and fill our souls. 

Then it says, “God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved”. That is the vessel we have spoken of—the assembly. God is in the midst of her. In spite of all that is transpiring, God is in the midst of that which is His own concept, that which He has made for His own pleasure and for the heart of Christ. All that the enemy is doing will be unable to change the mind of God. God is 

not controlled by what the enemy is doing; He is controlled by His own great thoughts of love those thoughts which found expression in Christ. So, dear brethren, let us be encouraged. 

God is on our side—the unchanging God is with us. He is on our side. He would encourage our hearts to go on with what is under His hand; what is positive; what is living; what is glorious. In spite of how things might appear outwardly, He has what is positive and living and glorious under His hand and He is set to help us and to encourage our hearts. May it be so, for Christ’s sake. 

Address in Brooklyn, New York
18 July 1981 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

Psalms 46:1-7 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. [4] There is a river the streams whereof make glad the city of God, the sanctuary of the habitations of the Most High. [5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her at the dawn of the morning. [6] The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; he uttered his voice, the earth melted. [7] Jehovah of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our high fortress. Selah.

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.

Ephesians 2:6 (JND) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Philippians 3:13-14 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

Psalms 46 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of the sons of Korah. On Alamoth. A song.} God is our refuge and strength, a help in distresses, very readily found. [2] Therefore will we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the heart of the seas; [3] Though the waters thereof roar [and] foam, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. …



THE BLESSING THAT COMES FROM ACCEPTING DIVINE ORDERING

N. T. Meek 

Genesis 48: 20; Numbers 1: 32–35; 26: 28–30, 34; 36: 1–7 (first half) I would like to venture a word, dear brethren, as to the blessing that comes from accepting divine ordering. One desires to have right feelings in what one endeavours to say. The scripture we read in Genesis refers to Manasseh having to accept the second place. Although he was the elder, his grandfather, rightly, set his younger brother before him. The father objected, but the grandfather knew best. And perhaps it is to their credit that the two brothers do not say anything. This idea of displacement had happened before, with Ishmael and Isaac. 

Ishmael was the elder but God’s choice was in Isaac. Ishmael 

never, as far as the record goes, accepted the situation, he never got the gain of God’s ordering. It says that his hand would be “against every man” (Genesis 16: 12), meaning that he would be very difficult for anyone to get along with and he would be a thorn in persons’ 

sides—I suppose that is what it meant. Then later the same thing had happened with Jacob and Esau, in the principle of it, that the younger one (he may have been younger by only a minute or two, but he was younger and no doubt Esau never ceased to remind him about it), had a richer blessing than the older one. And once again the older one greatly resented it and developed, alas, a deep enmity towards his brother. And we can understand, I think, that naturally we do object to displacement. 

Now the same question comes up the third time in relation to Ephraim and Manasseh and the beautiful thing is that in this third instance it seems that Manasseh accepted the divine ordering. There does not seem to be resistance with him to God’s sovereignty or God’s ordering. It has been noticed before that in the book of Numbers the tribes are numbered at the beginning of the wilderness journey and they are numbered towards the end. The tribe of Levi was not numbered so that left (if we count Joseph as two tribes) twelve, because Joseph became two. It is encouraging that in the wilderness journey, if you look at the numbers (that is where the name of the book came from) at the end of the journey, in Numbers 26, compared with chapter 1, seven tribes have increased and five have got smaller. I think that is encouraging, dear brethren, that there is a little increase in the wilderness journey, even if we might wish it was with all of us. It is easy to think things decrease, it is easy to get depressed, but we can thank God that seven got larger although five got smaller. You can see that there is some encouragement in that, but the very interesting thing is, that the tribe that increased most of all was Manasseh! The percentage increase, and the number increase, in Manasseh is greater than any of them. 

Now is that not beautiful? I think it shows that through the wilderness journey the fact that his brother had been set before him did not rankle with him. He did not let it hinder him. 

Whatever it must have cost him to accept, he accepted it, and God blessed him. And the blessing is seen in that the number of the tribe goes up from 32,200 to 52,700! And I judge from that, dear brethren, that if we accept God’s ordering. God will bless us. It may appear hard, it may be testing, and it is, in whatever way it may affect us, whether I have to take second place, or third place, or fourth place. I think we get such brethren named, Secundus, Tertius, and the brother Quartus—second, third, and fourth—and apparently not objecting to it. But whatever our lot we get blessing and increase as we accept it. 

And so I read in connection with the daughters of this tribe of Manasseh who move in such a way that God makes a special provision for them. It is very interesting how Mr. Coates points out, in his comments on the book of Numbers, that God provides for failure, and He provides for the trials and the tests in the wilderness. He does that. He even provided waggons for the heavy furniture to be carried through. God provided that or, at least, He saw it was provided. 

And He provided for the Nazarite even if he failed, and He provides for a person who cannot take the passover because he is on a journey or something of the sort. God provides for him. 

And now He provides for the daughters of this tribe. He makes this special provision for them, so that the tribe and the inheritance should be retained intact. It seems to me, dear brethren, that the course of history with this family of Zelophehad, the daughters of the tribe of Manasseh, could have taken quite a different turn if their progenitor had resisted God’s ordering. But in fact he accepted it; Manasseh personally accepted it; and it seems to weave through and work out in the personnel of the tribe. 

This brings up a matter of considerable importance as to what pattern we are showing to the rising generation. Am I in my spirit and bearing showing clearly that I bow to God’s will and ordering? We have a heavy responsibility to display to one another a proper pattern, and the power of example is very strong. So in the light of what Manasseh did it is perhaps not unexpected that these young sisters ask for their inheritance. God loves that, and God provided for them. That is all I have to say. The brethren know the scripture in Numbers 36 well—how it bears currently on us. As I say, one would speak very tenderly and feelingly as to the inheritance being kept in the tribe and not being lost. That is an important matter. The acceptance of divine ordering is testing, it might almost at times seem unfair, but as we accept these situations then we come eventually into blessing. Well, may we prove it, all of us in our several ways, for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
13 March 1982 
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Scripture references

Genesis 48:20 (JND) [20] And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee will Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh! And he set Ephraim before Manasseh.

Numbers 1:32-35 (JND) [32] Of the sons of Joseph: of the children of Ephraim: their generations, after their families, according to their fathers' houses, by the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that went forth to military service: [33] those that were numbered of them, of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand five hundred. [34] Of the children of Manasseh: their generations, after their families, according to their fathers' houses, by the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that went forth to military service: [35] those that were numbered of them, of the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty-two thousand two hundred.

Numbers 26:28-34 (JND) [28] The sons of Joseph, after their families: Manasseh and Ephraim. [29] The sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites (and Machir begot Gilead); of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites. [30] These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the family of the Jeezerites; of Helek, the family of the Helkites; [31] and of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites; and of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites; [32] and of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites. [33] And Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters; and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. [34] These are the families of Manasseh; and those that were numbered of them, fifty-two thousand seven hundred.

Numbers 36:1-7 (JND) [1] And the chief fathers of families of the sons of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spoke before Moses, and before the princes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel: [2] and they said, Jehovah commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel; and my lord was commanded by Jehovah to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. [3] Now if they be married to any of the sons of the [other] tribes of the children of Israel, then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they shall belong; and it shall be taken from the lot of our inheritance. [4] And when the jubilee of the children of Israel shall come, then shall their inheritance be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they shall belong; and their inheritance shall be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers. [5] And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of Jehovah, saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well. [6] This is the thing which Jehovah hath commanded concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them marry whom they please; only they shall marry one of the tribe of their father, [7] that no inheritance of the children of Israel pass from tribe to tribe; for every one of the children of Israel shall keep to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.

Genesis 16:12 (JND) [12] And he will be a wild-ass of a man, his hand against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell before the face of all his brethren.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Numbers 26 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the plague, that Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying, [2] Take the sum of the whole assembly of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, according to their fathers' houses, all that go forth to military service in Israel. [3] And Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan of Jericho, saying, …

Numbers 36 (JND) [1] And the chief fathers of families of the sons of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spoke before Moses, and before the princes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel: [2] and they said, Jehovah commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel; and my lord was commanded by Jehovah to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. [3] Now if they be married to any of the sons of the [other] tribes of the children of Israel, then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they shall belong; and it shall be taken from the lot of our inheritance. …
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