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DIVINE DISCLOSURES


Luke 19:11;  Genesis 18:17-19;  John 14:1-3;  20:11-18;  Proverbs 31:10-12

I seek help to say a little as to divine disclosures and the character of persons, or attributes displayed in persons, to whom divine things can be made known.  We cannot of course limit divine Persons; They are free to disclose things to whom They will, but we have read of features that are seen in these types of persons.  First of all in Luke 19, there are persons who are listening, then in Genesis, Abraham is someone that is trustworthy and faithful.  Then we have the disciples in John 14, and a lover of the Lord Jesus in John 20, and then there is the woman of worth as a confidante. 

In Luke 19, there were persons who were listening: “as they were listening .... he added and spake a parable”.  They were persons who gave the Lord an opportunity to add something to what He was saying.  What comes out is a parable; it is not exactly open to everyone.  The Lord’s ministry in parables was hidden from the merely curious, or the uninterested.  We know that the Lord spoke in parables and the meaning was hidden from the Pharisees; the Lord in some cases was speaking about them.  But here there are persons who are listening.  It is a good thing to listen.  We are all here this afternoon, the speaker as well, to listen to what God is saying.  There are all sorts of speaking in this world, but if God is speaking, if the Lord is speaking, then we need to listen because what He is saying is important.  The Lord speaks a parable here because what He brings in is adjustment, maybe correction.  We may need that, and it is good to be adjustable.  None of us would ever claim that we do not need adjustment.  Where it is necessary, the Lord in His grace would bring it in; He does that in such a beautiful way to those who love Him.  So “as they were listening” – it is good to listen.  You get something, then you get something else; persons who are interested receive things.  The Lord could say, “Ask, and it shall be given to you.  Seek, and ye shall find”, Matt.7:7.  That is how divine Persons work – They delight in persons who are interested in what They are doing.  They would delight to open things up and then you would receive something more.  What the Lord brought in was in relation to the fact that He was going away, and there was going to be a period when He would not be here.  The disciples thought that matters were going to work out differently, and we are often like that.  We think things may work out differently from how they do, but what is the Lord saying about it?  So “he added and spake a parable”.  I trust that we may be persons who are characteristically listeners, and I trust too that we may be characteristically subject.  It is subject persons, interested persons, who receive things, and that is a good state to be in if you are exercised to receive something. 

We read about Abraham in Genesis.  Abraham was a wonderful person; he is spoken of as being the father of the family of faith (Rom.4:16), and he was at the beginning of that whole line.  He was not the first person who was marked by faith because Adam was marked by faith, and Eve too was marked by faith.  There was a line of faith, but Abraham particularly was marked by faith because he was called out from a scene of idolatry.  He was called out and went out not knowing where he was going (Heb.11:8), but God spoke to him and told him to move, and he did move.  His whole pathway was marked by faith.  He was a faithful man, someone who was faithful as well as being marked by faith, and he was trustworthy.  God could trust Abraham, and he is spoken of as “Friend of God”, Jas.2:23.  God could say things to him because He trusted him; Abraham was His friend.  How wonderful that is!  So here it was a matter as to judgment, a matter as to government.  If God was free to open up something to Abraham in relation to government, how much more so in our day.  He is free to open up things to those who are trustworthy persons.  Abraham had moved out and he had travelled to Hebron; he dwelt at Hebron by the oaks of Mamre.  Hebron is in the type a wonderful place for a believer to dwell because it speaks of the purpose of God.  

What a place Abraham was dwelling in; Hebron is spoken of as being built seven years before Zoan in Egypt (Num.13:22).  Zoan represents the intelligence and wisdom of this world.  How old some of the universities of men are; where we come from the university was instituted over five hundred years ago.  That is the world of man’s wisdom, represented by Zoan in Egypt.  But Hebron was built seven years before it.  That speaks of the perfection of the purpose of God that goes back before time.  It was there before this world was made, before man and his wisdom was there.  Abraham was dwelling in relation to God’s purpose; he was dwelling in Hebron by the oaks of Mamre.  As we read through these chapters, the oaks of Mamre are referred to often.  Abraham would have got up in the morning and gone out of his tent, and he would see these oaks of Mamre: they were there.  What does the oak speak of?  The oak speaks of stability, it speaks of what is rooted in the purposes of God.  The oaks of Mamre have been likened to what is spoken of in Romans; “Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be the firstborn among many brethren.  But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified”, Rom.8:29,30.  Believers are called according to purpose, predestinated to be conformed to the image of God’s Son, justified, glorified – these things are represented by the oaks of Mamre where Abraham was dwelling.  As dwelling in an area like that, then God was free to open things up to Abraham, matters in relation to government and in relation to judgment.  

God says, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?”.  It is wonderful to be able to be in the current of the divine mind.  God does not speak to Abraham of what He was going to do, but of what He was doing.  God opens up things to believers, to persons who have received the Spirit; things are opened up to them.  You can see the whole scope of God’s plan, what is going to be done by Him, what lies ahead once the Lord comes to take the church away.  The book of the Revelation tells us about the judgment of this earth in God’s ways; we can read of what is going to happen.  But “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” – it is wonderful to be so close to God that you are in the current of the divine mind.  God could open up to Abraham what He was doing because he was faithful and he was trustworthy.  God could commit things to him.  

If you read on, you will find that Abraham was going to pray for his brother.  God could trust Abraham, and He knew what Abraham would do.  Lot was living in Sodom, speaking of the world and all its depravity.  Earlier, Abraham had given Lot a choice about where he wanted to live, and Lot took the wrong viewpoint and chose to live in the valley.  Then we find that he went nearer and nearer to Sodom and eventually he lived in Sodom.  I do not suppose he intended that at first.  We need to be careful, if we move away from where God is operating – who knows where we might end up.  I do not suppose Lot ever thought he would end up in Sodom, but Abraham interceded for him, he prayed for his brother Lot.  That is one of the reasons why God opened up to Abraham what He was doing; it gave Abraham an opportunity to intercede for his brother.  How pleasing that would be to God.  God wants us to know something of what is in His heart so that we may speak to Him about it.  The divine channels of communication are open.  So Abraham interceded for Lot, and his intercession was effective because Lot was preserved.  That is a wonderful thing, to be a trustworthy person like Abraham.

We read in John’s gospel chapter 14; in it, the Lord was free to open things up.  In chapter 13, He had washed the feet of His disciples and Judas had gone out so that what was opposing had gone.  Now we have the inside position, a scene of love.  The disciples were there and the Lord was free to open up His heart to them.  He was going away.  They had been with Him for these three and a half years and they loved Him, and now the Lord was free to open up what was in His heart.  “Let not your heart be troubled”; think of the Lord’s consideration for us.  “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me”.  The disciples believed on the Lord Jesus when He was here; they had been with Him and seen what He had done, seen the way He had moved about, but He was going away.  So He says, “ye believe on God”; they had faith in God, they had faith in the Lord Jesus as well.  But the Lord was going away, and they were to believe on the Lord as they believed on God.  There was to be a change.  They were not going to see the Lord any more, so in that sense He was to be the object of faith for them; “ye believe on God, believe also on me”.  

Then He opened up something else: “In my Father’s house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you”.  The Lord was free to say that if these things had not been so He would have told them but He was opening up what was in His heart.  These chapters from chapter 14 to the end of chapter 17 are what is in the Lord’s heart for His own.  Then “In my Father’s house there are many abodes”; the Father is the Father of every family.  The Father’s house speaks of the redeemed universe , it speaks of what is eternal.  There are going to be heavenly families and earthly families; how many families there will be and every one will appreciate the Father.  But the assembly, composed of believers like you and me, beloved, will have the greatest place.  No other family has a place prepared in the way that the assembly’s place is prepared.  “I go to prepare you a place”; that is what we were speaking about in the reading – prepared from eternity, but we could not be there without the Lord Jesus.  The Lord had to go in first and He has His place.  Then, I “shall receive you to myself”; that is the assembly’s place.  No other family has the indwelling Spirit, no other family will have the Spirit of sonship as have those who compose the assembly.  The assembly is pre-eminent amongst all the families; “I go to prepare you a place” is special to the assembly. 

These things belong to eternity, and the Lord here is opening them up in His love for His own; He is disclosing these things.  What a place the Lord has, but think of the assembly’s place – what a place it is.  It is a wonderful place, and we are given the power to appreciate it.  It is a tremendous thing that we are given the power to enjoy the place that we are to have with Christ.  “I go to prepare you a place; and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”.  Think of what was on the Lord’s heart for His own, and He was opening it up to them.  What did it mean to them?  It awaited the Spirit’s coming for them to understand all these things that He spoke about from chapter 14 through to chapter 17.  The Spirit would open these things up to us, not just in an objective way, wonderful as that is, but open them up to us so that they can be enjoyed, so that we can know what it is to be in spirit in this place.  We will be in it in actuality eternally, it will be our eternal portion, but by the Spirit we can touch these wonderful realms at the present time.

We read in John 20 about Mary, and the outstanding feature in Mary is love for her Lord.  Not that Peter and John, the two disciples mentioned at the beginning of the chapter, did not love the Lord Jesus – they did, and things were opened up to them in a wonderful way too.  They looked into the tomb and they believed; they had intelligence as to what had taken place.  John ran; it does not say that John ran faster than Peter so that we should think that John was a faster runner, but it showed the energy of his affection for the Lord, energy to proceed quickly.  But when they got to the tomb, Peter went in further; you might say that he was able to go deeper, and the result is that they saw and believed.  They were witness to what had taken place and that the Lord was not in death any more.  The Lord was out of death!  So they believed, but then they went to their own homes.

But Mary also was there at the tomb.  She was where she had last seen the Lord Jesus, she knew where she had last seen Him.  That is a wonderful thing.  Mary went back to the place where she had last seen Him and she was distraught.  She said, “they have taken away my Lord”; she was weeping and her affection was unmistakable.  You might say that she did not have the intelligence of Peter and John, and that might be true, but what marked her was love.  We have gone over these verses many times, but what the Spirit would bring before us is the need for increased affection for the Lord Jesus.  Mary waited and she was weeping, she was bereft because the Lord had been everything to her.  And now He was gone; how she felt that!  So the Lord gave her this message, He opened up something to her that He did not give to Peter and John: He gave it to Mary.  It is not intelligence that gets this message, it is love.  He says, “Mary”; He speaks to her as an individual.  First of all He says, “Woman”, and then He says “Mary” and she turns round.  That is what turned her round, because she was facing in the wrong direction.  The Lord was not in death any more, He was risen, and Mary had to turn round and face Him. She had been looking into the tomb, but now she has to turn round towards the living Lord Jesus who has defeated death.  So she turns round and she gets this wonderful message.  

The Lord says to Mary, “Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father”.  She knew the Lord Jesus in His condition of flesh and blood, but now she had to appreciate Him in a new way.  He was now in a different condition, this One who was about to ascend to the Father.  He says, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”.  This is something entirely new.  The Lord in John’s gospel had spoken about the Father, He had spoken of Him as “my Father”.  In this, John is different from the other gospels, especially Matthew in which the Lord often spoke to the disciples about “your Father”.  He had said, “your Father who is in the heavens”, which was because what He was speaking about was the fact that as here in this scene, they were children of the Father.  But in John’s gospel it is more elevated.  This reference the Lord makes belongs to purpose because He refers to His own as His brethren; “go to my brethren”.  Again, this is different from the synoptic gospels because the brethren of Christ in the synoptic gospels are those who do things; there is a moral aspect to it.  The Lord says that “My …brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it” (Luke 8:21); there is an evidence of the fact that they are brethren of Christ because they listen to His word and they do it.  But when it comes to John, the reference is to brethren in the light of purpose; “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father”.  They, and we, are brought into a new relationship, a relationship that they did not have before, brought to share in the relationship that Christ enjoys with the Father.  He is ever unique, of course He is, and that is guarded here because He says, “my Father and your Father”.  It has been pointed out He does not say ‘our Father’; He is always distinctive.  So he says, “my Father and your Father”, but the relationship and the love that He enjoyed with the Father are given to His own to enjoy.  

This was entirely new, it was entirely different, and it belongs to what was in God’s purpose from before time existed.  The Lord Jesus, as coming out of death, was free in His heart to open this up, and who does He open it up to?  He opened it up to one that loved Him.  So Mary was a trustworthy person too.  She comes bringing word to the disciples “that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her”.  That is wonderful!  She gets a message, something that is committed to her and she delivers it, and it has an effect because the disciples are together then and the Lord is free to come in and make Himself known.  He is free to open up more to them.  He shows them His hands and His side; that is something further.  He manifests Himself; a manifestation is something that is special.  There are three manifestations at the end of John’s gospel.  The first one in John 20 is normal, the Lord is making Himself known, but then He is bringing in something that is new in each one, some new feature of Himself that would affect the hearts of His own, bring out response and love for Him.  What a One He is, and these things are open to persons that love the Lord Jesus.

Proverbs brings in what is collective in the woman of worth.  The Lord is on high, the Lord is in glory, but the woman of worth represents the assembly, and her responsibility at the present time.  We have touched in John 20 on the side of privilege, which is wonderful, but there is the side of responsibility too.  The Lord is absent, He is on high but His assembly is here.  “Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies”.  The Lord has secured the assembly for Himself.  He saw what was precious to Him; Christ “loved the assembly and has delivered himself up for it”, Eph.5:25.  He has her!  There is what He is going to do, He will present the assembly to Himself glorious (v.27); that is what He will do.  In the greatness of His own Person He will do that, He will present the assembly to Himself, and we are given the secret of that.  The Lord will have the assembly eternally for Himself.  But the Lord acts in the present time in order that He might “sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word” (v.26).  That is what the Lord is doing at the present time in His love for His assembly.  He has been doing that today as we have been together – the washing of water by the word, the gentle action of the word.  

So “a woman of worth” is the Lord’s estimate of His assembly, a woman of worth, “for her price is far above rubies.  The heart of her husband confideth in her”.  The Lord loves His assembly, His wife, one who is trustworthy, and He is opening up His heart to her – all that is in His mind, all that is in His heart, all that is in His affections.  He is opening it all up to her so that she knows what to do, she knows how to act.  How is she acting, and who is she acting for?  She is acting for Him because He is the One in whom she is interested above all others, although she cares for her household.  She is interested in her Lord, interested in her Husband.  “The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil”.  It is not that she will not have any lack of spoil, but “he shall have no lack of spoil”.  As the Lord makes things known to His assembly, she acts for Him.  That is really the great end, that there is something for the heart of Christ now, not waiting for a day to come, but something for the heart of Christ now.

May we be helped in these things.  Divine Persons are not wanting to hold anything back, and if we are marked by these features of listening and being interested, and trustworthy and faithful, being lovers of Christ, then what we may receive is limitless.  May we be encouraged in these things and helped in them for His name’s sake.

Calgary

28 September 2019

Bill W Lovie

 


Scripture references

Luke 19:11 (JND) [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested.

Genesis 18:17-19 (JND) [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? [18] Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him.

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

John 20:11-18 (JND) [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her.

Proverbs 31:10-12 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life.

Luke 19 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 19 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. …

Matthew 7:7 (JND) [7] Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and ye shall find. Knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Romans 4:16 (JND) [16] Therefore [it is] on the principle of faith, that [it might be] according to grace, in order to the promise being sure to all the seed, not to that only which [is] of the law, but to that also which [is] of Abraham's faith, who is father of us all,

Hebrews 11:8 (JND) [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going.

James 2:23 (JND) [23] And the scripture was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, and he was called Friend of God.

Numbers 13:22 (JND) [22] And they went up by the south, and came to Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were there. Now Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.

Romans 8:29-30 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 8:21 (JND) [21] But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do [it].

Luke 8:21 (JND) [21] But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do [it].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,



THE CROSS OF JESUS


John 19: 6 to “crucify him”; 16-42

‘There is nothing like the cross’.  This was said by Mr J.N. Darby in his ministry 1.  You might think his ministry is complex, and then you come to this very simple statement: ‘There is nothing like the cross’.  Have you gone over in your mind this scene, unique in the history of mankind?  There is nothing like the cross.

We have an old encyclopædia in the house, and it has a picture which portrays the history of time.  At the back of it you have the pyramids and Egypt and all that there was thousands of years ago, then you have the Roman constructions, and nearer to the front is industry and all that there was up to the day when the book was written.  But in the centre is the cross, the cross in the centre of all, and I think that affects you.  There is something that is distinguished in the whole of history; in fact, not only the whole of history of time, for has the cross not been referred to as ‘the centre of the history of eternity’ 2.  Think of that; there is a cross and it has made all the difference.

It has made all the difference to lives.  You get many, many persons who have lived lives contrary to God.  I suppose Saul of Tarsus is the one who is the clearest example.  His was a life that was contrary to God, and then he came to that point where the One who had been on the cross presented Himself to him, and Paul’s became an utterly changed life.  You get it in the figure that maybe you know in the book ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’.  Christian, who John Bunyan writes about, is a man living in the city of Destruction and the word comes to him, ‘Fly from the wrath to come’.  He knows the problems, he knows the sorrows of that city of Destruction, which speaks of the world that exists around us, and he moves out, but he has his burden on his back.  I do not know if anyone here has a burden of sin upon their back, a burden of sin on their heart and their conscience.  That man moved forward.  He was distracted, diverted by someone to the law, but that could do nothing for him.  And then he came to the cross, his burden rolled away, and your burden can roll away today as you come to the cross, to the Man who accomplished everything for your salvation at the cross.  That is wonderful.  Christian moves on in a Christian pathway, and you see how things open up and he enters into more and more blessing.  That story was a figure, I think a figure of the life of John Bunyan himself; he had known that experience.  How many people can speak of that experience they have come through?  They are sinners, and they come to a point when they come to the cross, and there is a changed life thereafter: they begin a life that is according to God.  There is nothing like the cross: what a transaction was made there!

There were men in this world, these chief priests, who should have been the ones who were receiving this Man, Jesus, with acclaim.  They should have been receiving Him as their own, the one Messiah they had been looking for over centuries.  What are they saying?  They are saying, ‘crucify him’; they do not want this Man Jesus.  You can sit in your seat in this place, and in effect you can be saying in your heart, ‘crucify him’.  You can sit and hear the gospel and say, ‘I reject that’.  There was a story told recently of someone who went out from a gospel preaching, a powerful gospel preaching, and was killed shortly afterwards.  The note she had put in her notebook in that preaching was: ‘I will take my chance’.  Effectively, she was someone sitting under the power of the gospel and saying, ‘crucify him’.  I trust nobody is rejecting the Lord Jesus as the gospel comes to you.  I trust your hearts are open to this Saviour in all His glory, in all His worth, in all His beauty, and in all the effectiveness of His work at the cross.

“Crucify, crucify him”: that was the world’s view, and it is still the world’s view.  Men have not given Him His place, and the tendency and the tenor of the world remains what it was then: ‘crucify Him, we do not want this Man’.  And that is one reason why, even as a believer, you have to be careful.  You have to be careful of the world that surrounds you because it may be, it may be, that, even as a believer, you give space to a world that has rejected the Saviour.  That is part of the word to you in the gospel.

But here Jesus comes and you have this magnificent statement, “And he went out, bearing his cross”.  Think of that: the Lord of glory, God Himself, come near in manhood.  He came near and men would do what they could against the Lord Jesus, but they could only do to Him what God allowed them to do.  In God’s ways, the sacrifice would be completely tested, and its sinlessness and its perfection displayed in a way that could only be if the Lord suffered for righteousness, as He did.  And there that One, in all the right that He has, and all the glory that He has, goes forth and it says, “And he went out, bearing his cross”.  He took that matter on Himself.  He took upon Himself the whole question of sin and sins there at the cross and He went forward there; He did it in consciousness; He did it in awareness.  Someone made a comment after the reading about the way that Jesus went forward knowing what was before Him.  How much was before Him, the shame and the spitting, and He was aware of everything.

What a difference there was to the repetition of the sacrifices in the Old Testament.  There were sheep, and there were bullocks, and there were goats, and each animal was brought forward and was offered without intelligence as to what was before it.  There was one figure, Isaac, who went forward willingly, but even he did not know: he wondered what was going to happen.  The Lord Jesus went forward here in the full consciousness of what lay before Him, of the death that would be His.  He had gone through it anticipatively with His Father, suffered in that way in anticipation of what lay before Him.  What lay before Him was the cup of God’s judgment and death, and the horror that such a death must be to One who Himself is the Lord of life.  And all that for me!  I can say, and I trust that you can say, ‘All that for me’.  He went that way for me: especially in these three hours of darkness, He was there for me.  Have you said that?  Do you know that death, the penalty of death that the Lord Jesus bore, was the penalty that lay upon you, and that these three hours were suffered that you might be blessed?  How wonderful that He was prepared to go that way.  He went that way, going forward, taking the issue up Himself: “And he went out, bearing his cross”.  There is nothing like the cross – that cross.  

There were three crosses there.  There was, as we know from other scriptures, a man there on a cross on one side.  There was a cross and a man on it who was using his last breath that we know of recorded to rail against Jesus.  Well, there was a man on the other side: we know that he was using his last breath to acknowledge that Jesus is a King; that this One is a King and Lord.  The question has often been asked: ‘Which side are you on?’.  You are either on the side of the one who was railing against Jesus, or on the side of the one who was trusting Him, whatever may befall him.  And there between them was the One who makes the difference, the One who makes the difference to everything for mankind, to everything in history.  There He was in the middle, the Saviour of the world – the One who was there was as ready to save the one as He was to save the other, as ready to save you if you are rejecting Him now, as to save one who is trusting Him now.  He is available: you have the opportunity now.  Think of that, a man in his last hours breathing his last breath and all he could do was to rail against Jesus.  Other persons have done that; persons have done that in many different circumstances through the centuries, persons who have gone, gone to their graves rejecting the Saviour, rejecting Him although often knowing about Him, yet saying, ‘I will not have Him; I will take my chance’.

How urgent the gospel is therefore, that you should lay hold of the opportunity that you have and take your place as one who has trusted the Saviour, take your place while there is the opportunity.  Think of that second malefactor – how long did he have?  He must have had these six hours on the cross beside the Saviour, as far as we can understand, until at the end they broke his legs.  What would these six hours be?  The hymn puts it:

‘The dying thief beheld that Lamb

   Expiring by his side,

And proved the value of the Name

   Of Jesus crucified.’

But it goes on

‘We, too, the cleansing power have known

   Of Christ’s atoning blood …            Hymn 145

You can know it now, and you can know it today, and you can know it forever.  That man was taken to paradise, immediately into the full pleasure of what paradise means.  I cannot explain it, but I know it is the place of supreme delight.  And not only that, Jesus said “with me”.  I cannot explain that fully either but that was what the Lord Jesus said, “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”, Luke 23:43.  That is the opportunity that is open to everyone in the gospel: now is the day of salvation.

We see the way that the Saviour went, and there is so much detail in every part of it; to the believer, every phrase in it is resonant with meaning and with feeling.  Think of the humiliation of the Saviour as He took His place there: “In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away”, Acts 8:33.  Pilate had already said, “I find in him no fault whatever” (John 19:4), but yet He was being crucified.  No charge could truly be laid against Him – nothing.  The charge they did put on the cross was, “Jesus the Nazaræan, the King of the Jews”.  How wonderful that God ensured that title was put there!  They did not put another charge against Him; they did not think up another charge to put there.  They put that title and that was true: Jesus the Nazaræan was the Man who had walked in humility in this scene, but having all the rights of the Messiah, the King of the Jews.  There He was, and I suppose you could say that, as that charge was set there, it condemned the nation that had rejected Him.  But He will come!  He will come again and the King of Israel will take His place as King of Israel, and will rule and will reign.  What it will be to that nation when He is there in all His glory!

Think of the humiliation of what men did to Jesus, even in casting lots over His garments, in dividing His clothes between them.  I suppose it was for a long time a tradition that the executioners would get the clothing of the one whom they were executing.  The soldiers took these four parts; what it would have been to have taken home one of these garments.  Somebody took home a body coat that belonged to Jesus.  There was something there that represented the secret and mystery of a life that had been lived in perfection and beauty for God.  Somebody had that garment; you wonder if the person who had it could be affected.  The soldiers had seen – they had participated in – the rejection and the execution of the Lord of glory, and one of them had this garment.  We can think about that soldier, but the gospel is to do with you.  In principle, you have that garment; you have it in the Scriptures, and you have it in the teaching.  You have that seamless garment; in principle you have it in your hand, and you can look at it.  You can look at the perfection of Jesus; you can look at the glory of it; you can look at what He is as shown in the Scriptures.  You can take that away, and yet you might do that and not be affected by it.  But I trust you have been.  I trust that, as you look at that life in all its beauty and its perfection, woven from the top, you see everything for the delight of the Father, everything worked out for the Father’s glory – you see all that and you value it as precious.  And in doing that, you trust, you trust this Saviour, you have your full confiding trust in the One who you can depend on, who has been to the cross for you.

We move onto the wonderful fact that the Lord Jesus expired.  He said, “It is finished”; there had been a work that was finished.  I know there is something of this which anticipates what was completely finished when He was raised again, and everything was acknowledged there, but there was something finished.  There were three hours which were finished, in which the sins of those who have trusted in Him were borne.  Does that mean you?  The sins of those who trusted in Him were borne, were borne in every detail of them before God, so that those who trust in Him will not be charged with them, and will never have these matters brought up.  

Another thing I have heard that affected me was that the Lord Jesus knows my sins better than I know them – the sins that I have forgotten, sins which maybe I did not appreciate were as sinful as they were.  He knows them; He bore them, every one of them.  Every one has been dealt with, every one dealt with in fulness and perfection so that God is never going to say to me that I am chargeable or punishable for my sins, because the punishment has been borne.  Indeed, God would not be righteous to charge me with my sins, because the Substitute, the Lord Jesus, has done what was necessary for my salvation.  How blessed that is!  How wonderful it is that such a Saviour has completed the work so that I can be before God, clothed in the glory of His righteousness.

He said, “It is finished”, and then He bowed His head; “and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit”.  That is, He went into death because death was a penalty for my sins and death is a penalty for your sins.  The Lord Jesus took that upon Himself.  There was something necessary for your salvation, and He has provided it.  He has provided what was needed, He has secured what was needed.  How wonderful and blessed that is!  You needed somebody to take on the penalty of sin for you, and Jesus has done that.  You needed a work of atonement in its fulness, and here it is.  The witness of the completion of that work of atonement is that there is blood – the precious blood of Jesus, the witness that God is satisfied, and that the Lord Jesus has gone into death.  That blood is so precious that through it is redemption: “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace”, Eph.1:7.  His blood has been poured out because what you needed is precious blood.  You needed a Redeemer to purchase you.  You needed the blood to cleanse you.  You needed the blood as a witness before God, so that He says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exod.12:13), that cover from the judgment that would otherwise be upon you.

If you look at Mr. J. N. Darby’s book ‘The Sufferings of Christ’, he goes through all that the cross means, one thing after the other 3.  I cannot remember or enumerate them, but he wrote that if this was needed, then the Lord Jesus has done it, if the next was needed, if the next again was needed, He has done it.  How wonderful and precious that whatever was needed, He has done, so that nobody is going to say to you, ‘You have to pay the price’.  You have not to pay anything; you have not to settle anything; you have not to cleanse anything.  There is what was needed, and what was done, and what was finished, and it is there available for you to trust in the Saviour, to trust in His blood, to trust in the work that He has done on that cross at Calvary.

You see how God provided, also, in care for the Lord Jesus.  It is a wonderful thing to think of the Lord Jesus needing care.  Here His body in its reality was dead, the body of Jesus.  He went into death for you.  His body needed someone to care, and God provided the care.  What a privilege that was for this man, Joseph; what a privilege.  And although now you do not have exactly that privilege, since no one can have that privilege like these persons here, you can have the privilege of caring for what is the Lord’s; you can take that up.  What a privilege it is to care for what belongs to the Lord Jesus.  That is what someone who loves Him would do.  You see how this man Joseph is described: “a disciple of Jesus”.  Are you a disciple of Jesus?  You may say, ‘I have trusted in Him.  He is my Saviour.  I have trusted in Him, and I know Jesus as the One who has done everything for me’.  Are you a disciple of Jesus?  That is more.  Disciples follow Him.  This man was one who followed Him, whose life was committed to Jesus.  So that, because of that, he was able to have a great privilege in care for the body of the Lord Jesus.

Then John goes on to the fact that the Lord Jesus was in the grave.  That was another necessity for you; think of that.  Not long ago we buried a sister; we can say that it is never very long since we buried someone.  How many there have been over the years.  We have all known that; perhaps your grandparents, perhaps others.  Think of these persons in the grave, but those that we have buried knew Jesus.  They knew Jesus, and their bodies were laid in the grave.  It is affecting that, if you look at a grave, you might say, ‘That is a cold and terrible place’, but you can also say, ‘Jesus has been there’.  Jesus has been there first; think of that.  He has even taken that place, the lowest place, “the heart of the earth”, Matt.12:40.  He has been there; He has been there for me, He has been there for you, out of love for you, out of His desire that you should never know, shall I say, the hopelessness and the helplessness of the grave, that you, as believing in Him, should never be disconsolate about that thought of the grave.  Because the persons we have buried had trusted Jesus, we buried them in view of the resurrection, in view of taking their place in resurrection with Jesus, and indeed of ascending, of being caught up to be with Him.  How wonderful that the believer has such a hope even in the time of the greatest hopelessness that affects mankind – death and burial.  Jesus was there; He was there.

Well, He is not still there.  He has been in the grave; how wonderful.  We could keep reading on and on and on: how blessed this scripture is as you go through it.  There is a woman there; she goes to the tomb.  She is disconsolate because she does not have her Saviour.  She might have said, ‘Where can I go?’.  She goes to the place where He was, and there she is met by a living, a risen Saviour, One who would speak to her.  So He is a risen and loving Saviour who would speak to you now, and you can know Him in the gospel as a living and a risen One, One who will change your life.  Why?  Because He has been to the cross for you and He has taken everything on, every issue for the believer.  Every issue has been taken on by Him there on your behalf.  How blessed that is.  Do you know Him?  Do you know Him as the One in whom you can trust?

Now I want to go back a bit in this wonderful passage of scripture to some persons who are mentioned in it and who test me.  Go back to verse 25: “And by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, and the sister of his mother, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala”.  Think of that: persons who are prepared to stand by the cross of Jesus.  Are you?  Are you prepared to stand by His cross, a place of great humiliation?  We cannot fully grasp what the humiliation of the cross was.  There is a reference in Acts where it speaks about having hanged Jesus on a cross (Acts 5:30); the footnote says, ‘literally ‘on wood:’ used for stocks, cross and such ignominious and forcible means of punishment’ (note ‘d’).  That is what the cross means; the cross is a place of shame, the cross is a place that the world would regard as a shameful place.  How wonderful that there are persons here at such a time ready to take their place and stand by the cross of Jesus.  Are you?  Every time you speak of the name of the Lord Jesus, confess that Name – how much it means to Him that there is somebody who is ready to be with Him!

You have these women, and it is wonderful to see what God had in these women who were prepared to stand by the cross.  What sympathies there were in these persons.  John, of course, was there too; he does not draw attention to himself until he has to, as “the disciple standing by”.  He does not exactly put himself in the same place, but he has to mention that he was there as the Lord Jesus draws attention to him: “the disciple standing by, whom he loved”.  Do you know yourself in that way?  You can.  It is wonderful to think of the fact that we recognise who this is; we recognise this man.  John does not say that it was himself; he says, “the disciple … whom he loved”.  Well, would you know yourself as one of the disciples who Jesus loved?  That would be fine, to live your life as this man did in the consciousness of being the disciple who Jesus loved.  What love it has been!  It is love displayed in its perfection and fulness at that cross, and here he is, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

Finally, I would just like to make reference to another thing.  When we spoke about the blood of Jesus, we did not go on to the other thought: it was not only blood, but “there came out blood and water”.  Think of that.  It was something of a miracle.  If you put blood and water together, they would come out in one mingled stream, but here they were distinct – “blood and water”.  There is that blood of Jesus for your cleansing as a sinner; there is that blood for your redemption; there is that blood that we have spoken of, the blood that was entirely sufficient in the eye of God .  But then the Lord Jesus gives you everything; He gives you not only the blood but the water.  I find that testing, but the effect of the death of Jesus is to be for your purification.  If you are a believer on Him – and I cannot assume that, but I appeal to everyone to become a believer – the blood of Jesus is of effect still, and so is the water, which is a purification and a cleansing.  You are in a world that is impure, and you are well advised to keep as far away from it as you can to avoid its impurity.  Yet you have to be in a scene that in one sense touches you; touches you in what you are, according to what you are naturally, and you would be defiled by it.  So you need to keep going back to the work of Jesus, keep going back to the effectiveness of that work; keep the work of Jesus before you for a cleansing, so that you are separated through that cleansing from the effects of the impurities that are in this scene.

How complete the work of Jesus is.  There is nothing like the cross.  There is nothing like the death of Jesus.  There is what is distinctive in all that runs through this.  How wonderful it is.  It would cause us to worship in response to the glory of the One who has gone this way for us.  Now He is at the right hand of God.  We are waiting for Him to come; how blessed it is that we are waiting for Him to come!  But that means that this day of grace is not going to continue forever.  Today, today, is your opportunity to come into the blessing, and if you have come into the blessing, to be enriched in the blessing.  If you have come into that blessing, how much enrichment there is!  

May the Lord bless the word.
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Scripture references

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

Luke 23:43 (JND) [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Acts 8:33 (JND) [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

John 19:4 (JND) [4] And Pilate went out again and says to them, Lo, I bring him out to you, that ye may know that I find in him no fault whatever.

Ephesians 1:7 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Acts 5:30 (JND) [30] The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus, whom *ye* have slain, having hanged on a cross.
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