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PROSPERITY IN LIMITATION

J. G. Chalmers 

Genesis 39: 20–23; 2 Kings 5: 1–4; Revelation 1: 9–11 

The persons read of were in restricted circumstances and thus represent the testimonial position publicly. There is no evidence that they found their circumstances irksome. It says of Joseph, when he was put in the tower-house, that “he was there”, and of the little maid that “she waited on Naaman’s wife”, and John says that he “was in the island called Patmos”. 

These remarks indicate that each of these persons fully accepted their limited circumstances as the will of God, and the Lord blessed them and used them for they were truly vessels to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master. 

Joseph is a most interesting young man and a very commendable example for all our younger brethren, and for all of us, as to his moral conduct. Earlier in the chapter he is confronted day by day with a wicked woman whose intent was to seduce him. But Joseph refused. He kept himself; he knew how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honour. In Potiphar’s house he is, to speak simply, at his work, as it says in verse 11, “he went into the house to do his business”. At our work out there in the world we are faced with what this woman represents—the world as a moral system of which Satan is god. He has his emissaries everywhere; he is studying persons who are linked with the testimony of our Lord and his  objective is to overcome and overwhelm them. It is great to see a young person refusing every suggestion to sin. Joseph refused. He thought as to how it affected God; “How should I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”. 

That is the right way to think, the priestly way. Dear young brethren, do not trifle with sin, do not toy in your mind with any suggestion that comes from the wicked one. Be like Joseph and refuse and be prepared to suffer rather than sin. Typically, Joseph is a young man in the gain of Romans 8 where, by the Spirit, you have power to refuse every suggestion to sin, or compromise, or surrender the truth, and you take account of every matter as it affects God and the testimony of God. 

Well, because of his faithfulness, his lord puts him into the tower-house, and the Spirit says, “and he was there”. That shows that he fully accepted his limited circumstances as the will of God. As a young man, full of the energy of youth, he would feel this. Indeed, it says, “his soul came into irons”, Psalm 105: 18. We who are older can sympathise with our younger brethren who may feel at times that they are restricted and hemmed in. As the possibilities of promotion, advancement, and making more money open up before you, perhaps you sometimes would like to be free of the limitations linked with the fellowship. But if you were to take that way it would only lead to spiritual disaster, to darkness and death morally. “Her house is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of death”, Proverbs 7: 27. There is every incentive and encouragement to accept fully the limitations linked with the testimonial position publicly, for the Lord will be with you. Jehovah was with Joseph. The time of suffering testimonially will soon be over for ever. Everything points to the fact that the Lord will soon be here and my concern is that every one present may be preserved livingly in the testimony of our Lord till He comes. In the tower-house were “the king’s prisoners”. What companionship for Joseph! The world cannot offer companions like that, they might suggest the elite of heaven, heaven’s nobility, “the king’s prisoners” men like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Paul and Silas, Peter and John, and others. Heaven’s royalty is suffering today, for the testimonial position publicly is a suffering one. 

Then it says of Joseph, “whatever they had to do there he did”. Most of our localities are small and we may think that there is not much to do, but there is plenty to be done. Rooms have to be kept clean and tidy; heating attended to; the announcements and reading of the Scriptures; the care of the preaching; elderly and infirm brethren transported to and from the meetings; the sick visited, and so on. There is much to be done, so just commit yourselves fully to the Lord’s interests in the place where He has, set you; and what is to be done, you do it with a willing spirit, in the spirit of Christ, the One of whom we often sing, ‘He no service thought too lowly’. Such persons are needed in every locality. As we accept fully the circumstances of limitation, and commit ourselves without reserve to the Lord’s interests, prepared to do what needs to be done, then an air of spiritual prosperity will mark our gatherings. What Joseph did, Jehovah made it to prosper. 

The little maid in 2 Kings 5 is another very interesting person. In captive conditions she waited on Naaman’s wife, or as it may read, she was before Naaman’s wife. There is a moral thought in that; she was outwardly little but inwardly great. We have been taught that, morally, she is the great woman of 2 Kings 4. In that chapter we travel typically from Romans to Ephesians. In Romans 8 we are great persons inwardly—sons of God, children of God, heirs of God, and Christ’s joint heirs; and in Ephesians 1 we are great persons—chosen in Christ, marked out beforehand for adoption, taken into favour in the Beloved. The more we understand and enjoy our inward greatness, the more we shall be prepared to accept outward littleness, like this maid. She would wait on Naaman’s wife in the spirit of a true Ephesian bondman (see Ephesians 6: 5–8), accepting fully her limited circumstances without complaint or vindictiveness. In her employment she is taken account of as “the maid that is of the land of Israel”. She was different, she had no worldly features, she was “of Israel”. 

Beloved brethren, we are heavenly, and we should maintain the heavenly character day by day in the sphere of testimony. This maid would not have her hair cut. It is shameful for a sister to have her hair cut. Indeed, in the light of Scripture, it is shameful for any woman to have her hair cut (see 1 Corinthians 11: 6). She would not wear trousers, for a woman in man’s apparel is an abomination to Jehovah (see Deuteronomy 22: 5). She would wear the token. That may seem a mere detail, but it is a very important matter. It is scriptural (see 1 

Corinthians 11: 10). It is on account of the angels, and indicates that the woman recognises her place in creation in subjection to the man. This maid’s comely deportment would lend moral power to her word as she pointed to one who would cure Naaman of his leprosy, and her testimony was effective in that the leper was cured. This incident would encourage each of us fully to accept the restricted circumstances of the testimony publicly, to be faithful in them, and as true Ephesian bondmen, with our souls bathed in the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, to be available to the Lord for the help and blessing of others. 

In Revelation 1 it is an aged brother, John, who has matured in the testimony. He had a long consistent history of faithfulness to Christ. He had a spiritual personality, “I John”. It is fine to have such men amongst us. Let us respect and value them. John knows where he is and why he is there, in the island called Patmos, not ‘on’ but “in” it. ‘On’ is a superficial thought, but “in” shows that he is fully in the separate position which Patmos denotes. He was isolated but he was fully ‘in things’ as we speak. He was “in the tribulation”, “in Jesus”, “in ... Patmos”, and “in the Spirit”. He was in the enjoyment of Christianity in power. What a comfort to some of our dear brethren who are in isolation today! There is no compromise or surrender of separation with John. He is isolated for the word of God—the word of God had affected John morally—and for the testimony of Jesus. John did not have the truth in terms only; it was set out in him personally; he was a man morally like Jesus. Because of this he finds himself in limited circumstances, but he does not complain. He looks round on the saints in the whole universal position who are suffering in the testimony and says so feelingly, “I John, your brother”. He cherished his links with the brethren. 

It seems that it could read, “I John, your brother ... in Jesus”. That is an affecting thought. We regard every believer as “in Christ”; we walk with those who are “in the Lord”; but this reference to “in Jesus” would bear upon the delicate, refined, and sensitive side of our links together in the testimony. The enemy is trying to break in upon that today and cause bad feeling between brethren and between local assemblies, so that we need to be exercised to maintain those tender and sensitive feelings as “in Jesus”. John is fellow-partaker in the tribulation. He would have heard Jesus say, “In the world ye have tribulation”, John 16: 33. 

Now he is aged and he is not shirking the tribulation but is fully in the sufferings connected with the testimony. He is “in the ... kingdom”—he is wholly submissive and subject to the will of God. He is “in the ... patience”. The footnote to James 5: 7 reads, ‘The man who is ‘patient’, though under great trials, bears up, and does not lose heart or courage’. That is John. His testings are great, but he is not going to give up; he is going to go through in power. He was in the tribulation and kingdom and patience in power, for all these matters are intimately connected. 

Then he says, “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”. His circumstances were very restricted, his sufferings very real, but there was a way out in the Spirit. John experienced that. The way out of what is circumstantial and limitation is in the Spirit, into a realm which is heavenly and eternal. O, dear brethren, as we accept fully the limitations and suffering linked with the testimonial position, then our liberty to move into the spiritual realm will be simple and easy. 

‘And see! the Spirit’s power 

Has ope’d the heav’nly door, 

Has brought us to that favoured hour 

When toil shall all be o’er’. (Hymn 74) 

This seems to have been a normal experience with John. When the Lord’s day came round he just moved easily out of his circumstances into the heavenly realm by the Spirit. What a scope of things was unfolded to him!—he got a vista of the whole responsible history of the assembly; of the completion of the ways of God on the earth; of the assembly in its millennial and eternal settings. Surely this is to encourage us to accept fully the limitations of the testimony publicly, and as we do so we experience what it is to become in the Spirit on the Lord’s day and touch the blessedness of the eternal scene. May the Lord be pleased to bless the word. 

Address at Peterhead
26 April 1980 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 39:20-23 (JND) [20] And Joseph's lord took him and put him into the tower-house, [the] place where the king's prisoners were confined; and he was there in the tower-house. [21] And Jehovah was with Joseph, and extended mercy to him, and gave him favour in the eyes of the chief of the tower-house. [22] And the chief of the tower-house committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the tower-house; and whatever they had to do there he did. [23] The chief of the tower-house looked not to anything under his hand, because Jehovah was with him; and what he did, Jehovah made it prosper.

2 Kings 5:1-4 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. [4] And he went and told his lord saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.

Revelation 1:9-11 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Psalms 105:18 (JND) [18] They afflicted his feet with fetters; his soul came into irons;

Proverbs 7:27 (JND) [27] Her house is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of death.

2 Kings 5 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. …

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 6:5-8 (JND) [5] Bondmen, obey masters according to flesh, with fear and trembling, in simplicity of your heart as to the Christ; [6] not with eye-service as men-pleasers; but as bondmen of Christ, doing the will of God from [the] soul, [7] serving with good will as to the Lord, and not to men; [8] knowing that whatever good each shall do, this he shall receive of [the] Lord, whether bond or free.

1 Corinthians 11:6 (JND) [6] For if a woman be not covered, let her hair also be cut off. But if [it be] shameful to a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her be covered.

Deuteronomy 22:5 (JND) [5] There shall not be a man's apparel on a woman, neither shall a man put on a woman's clothing; for whoever doeth so is an abomination to Jehovah thy God.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

James 5:7 (JND) [7] Have patience, therefore, brethren, till the coming of the Lord. Behold, the labourer awaits the precious fruit of the earth, having patience for it until it receive [the] early and [the] latter rain.



FATHERHOOD

L. McFarlane 

Genesis 48: 8–14, 17–19; Acts 20: 10–12 

A very simple impression as to fatherhood is in one’s mind. It is a divine favour that God should leave persons with us of age and experience. Fatherhood is related to assembly order, I think. At Corinth we know there were gifted persons but Paul emphasizes that there were “not many fathers”, 1 Corinthians 4: l5. So I am not speaking now of gift or ability but rather the affections that are proper to fatherhood. These affections are not native to us who are younger, they involve years on the path and sometimes sorrowful experiences. Israel had a good deal of sorrow; he is seen here as matured and mellowed, although physically weak. 

This side of things is natural with age and yet as in the assembly we are to be intelligent persons. The epistles to Timothy are largely (particularly the first) on the line of establishing Timothy in the spirit in which he was to serve, the recognition of elderhood, and that no one should despise his youth. That would involve that we respect age and experience in the things of God because in His government—I would confess that that is a matter that weighs heavily on me; it is a thing we do not seem to think about when we are younger—but in His government the matter of our conduct in the assembly is not overlooked; He is ready rightly to appraise what is commendable and yet in righteousness what is not in keeping with His house He deals with. 

The feature of fatherhood in Genesis is that Israel had knowledge as to the purpose of God in that he could say to Joseph, “I know, my son, I know”. Despite Joseph’s ability as an administrator he is here superseded by Israel his father, so that the Spirit was free to communicate what was prophetic. We the younger do well to have regard to this. 

In the next scripture Paul exhibits fatherly affections. It is said that there were many lights in the upper room (Acts 20: 8); many gifted servants were present; however, there was a crisis exposing the state. At the present time we too are faced with a crisis, and what is it doing? 

Exposing the state of the brethren; what appears to be latent comes to light in times of crisis. This section is a crisis in the life of Eutychus and here is a father. I speak of these things with the greatest desire to be in the gain of them. This ability to descend and enfold we would covet; how beautifully it is seen in Paul as a father. We need this feature, beginning in our households and in the local assembly. So Paul says, “Be not troubled, for his life is in him”. 

What is being said here tonight is intended to preserve life, dear brethren. The prophetic word is for our salvation, to preserve and keep us in the path of the will of God. So with these simple remarks I seek the Lord’s blessing, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
8 May 1979 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 48:8-19 (JND) [8] And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these? [9] And Joseph said to his father, They are my sons, whom God has given me here. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, to me, that I may bless them. [10] But the eyes of Israel were heavy from age: he could not see. And he brought them nearer to him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. [11] And Israel said to Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face; and behold, God has let me see also thy seed. [12] And Joseph brought them out from his knees, and bowed down with his face to the earth. [13] And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought [them] near to him. [14] But Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid [it] on Ephraim's head now he was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh's head; guiding his hands intelligently, for Manasseh was the firstborn. [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land! [17] When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it was evil in his eyes; and he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. [18] And Joseph said to his father, Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn: put thy right hand on his head. [19] But his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know: he also will become a people, and he also will be great; but truly his younger brother will be greater than he; and his seed will become the fulness of nations.

Acts 20:10-12 (JND) [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

1 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of [the] mysteries of God. [2] Here, further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful. [3] But for me it is the very smallest matter that I be examined of you or of man's day. Nor do I even examine myself. …

Acts 20:8 (JND) [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled.



“A WORD IN ITS SEASON”

R. D. Plant 

2 Kings 5: 1–4, 12, 13; Luke 24: 13–21 (to “Israel”), 25–27; Acts 18: 24–28 

I wanted to say a word as to what the scripture calls “a word in its season”—“A word in its season, how good is it!”, Proverbs 15: 23. I think, dear brethren, it bears thinking about in these days in which we are, that we might each one of us seek help from God and power from the Holy Spirit to be able to speak a word in its season. I do not think it involves exactly a word in the ministry meeting. I am not thinking of a formal word at all but of the way in which we are able to speak to one another and help one another unofficially at the present time. We often say, do we not, in certain situations, ‘Well, you do not know what to say’. We need to be able to speak a word which will contribute something towards what God is doing. 

Words have been used, and perhaps still are being used, which might cause offence. We are apt to be careless in the use of words amongst the brethren, and maybe if we look back now we can see that in what we said at certain times we were not wise, or that our motives sometimes were not pure, and that it may be we would have been better to have said nothing. We need wisdom, dear brethren, to be able to speak positively a word in season. 

So I read these scriptures. I thought of the word in Isaiah, “that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary”, Isaiah 50: 4. In the close relations in which we are in our localities we might find one another a little irksome. We do need to be able to speak to one another, to converse together, in a normal way, to be able to impart things and to find help in adjustment and encouragement and other things. Maybe you prefer it when you have a platform to speak from, or perhaps you find it easier to say what you have to say at the ministry meeting, but I think we need developing in being able just ordinarily and yet spiritually to speak to one another a word in season. Among the things that test us, beloved, are the seasons. It is not always summer, is it? We are not always feeling at our best, are we? We are not always feeling as if the sun is shining in its glory upon us. 

Sometimes it is winter-time. The seasons roll over us. We may know what it is to look at the truth in its glory, to have our health and strength, to have things going well in the meeting; it is summer-time. Or we may see things perhaps springing up in the next generation—the spring-time. 

But sometimes we have to face the autumn too, when things begin to fade physically and perhaps spiritually with us. We have seen the round of these things in our places, dear brethren, and sometimes the seasons, sadly, have brought loss amongst us because we were not formed enough after the divine nature. Then the winter-time comes. We think of some of our beloved brethren who face the winter at the present time. Have we the grace from God to be able to speak a word whatever the season, whether it is the north wind that is blowing or  the south wind that is blowing gently? Think of the varied conditions amongst the saints. We should stop and think about that sometimes if we get irritated with one another and find that things do not go just so well. Just pause a little and consider all that rolls in upon the saints, and consider the treasure that God has in one and another. We look at the saints here today and see persons who through the divine work are going to grace eternity. Yet here we are in these bodies of humiliation, and sometimes we test one another. I think we need help to be able to speak a word in season. 

In the scripture in Kings there is this little maid, and she is ready to speak a word to Naaman’s wife. It might involve what is outside in the testimony. It might involve that you may be able to get in a word just by virtue of where you are, and it may be effective. This is a little maid, and yet what she had to say in simplicity was great enough to test Naaman and to try two kings, for it really showed that they were inadequate; they could not cope with the situation. Yet there she was, a little captive maid. The teaching we have suggests that she was typically an Ephesian. In 2 Kings 4 you read the history of the woman in need and then her selling the oil and living on the rest. Then there is the rich woman, and the man from Baal-shalishah, from another place. It is like the believer’s course of experience from Romans to Ephesians, and publicly where is the product of all this heavenly line of the truth? It is in the little captive maid. That is all you are outside in the world, beloved. She would not have wanted anything else; do you? Are you unable to speak a word for Christ because you have gone in for a position in the world? In the government of God this little maid was a captive, and she accepted it at His hand. Let us not wrestle against the government of God. 

I would just speak to the younger ones here today. You may find as you look for employment that because of what is involved in things you have to take something less than perhaps your abilities merit. Accept it from His hand. In the midst of this country, Syria, was one who was typical of the product of Ephesian truth, who was, as far as the world outside was concerned, a little captive maid, subject to the will of God, accepting His government where He placed her, bearing no animosity towards her captors. Are you like that outside? Do not bear any animosity to any. If you bear animosity towards anyone you are not like God, whether it is persons outside or the brethren. It speaks of Jesus when He was here as “doing good”, Acts 10: 38. Are you like that? Has Christianity broadened our affections so that there is an attitude to our fellow-men of seeking their good? 

So here was this little maid. The light had really been placed there in Samaria where historically the opposition to God’s people was, and there in the midst of it was this little maid and she had the opportunity of speaking a word in its season. It is not always that you are able to go and preach on the street, yet sometimes in our circumstances we have greater opportunities. Here was a man who had a need. For all his glory and his history, and the way that God had helped him, he had a need, a pressing need. I believe that many of us are often in situations where we can speak just a word in its season; but we need grace for it. She says, “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet”—not just any prophet—“the prophet that is in Samaria: then he would cure him of his leprosy”. She did not say it to the man himself, she said it to her mistress. There was a certain skill about that. I think we need help in this, beloved, because the opportunities that come to us are not exactly that every now and again congregations are lined up for us to preach to. The opportunities that come to us are often fleeting. The opportunity sometimes comes at the office or at school when someone confesses his need or expresses anxiety as to the way things are going. Or perhaps they have a sorrow in their family or anxiety as to their health. These are the sort of opportunities I think we need help in. 

She says, ‘Oh that he were there!’ The feelings of heaven come out in this little maid. She was not apologising for the gospel; she was not talking about a religious society or a church. She said, ‘Oh that you were before him, because you would be cured’. You have to love Christ to be able to speak of Him properly. You have to know what it is to have your heart full of Jesus before you in any way reflect Him. So she says, “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria!” Her soul, I think, came out in it. Are we like that, beloved? I need a lot of help as to my part outside at work, because you find that you can just avoid things, and maybe there is someone in your office or your school, or in your street, who is crying out for a word in season, for a word that will help him in some exercise of soul. I believe God would speak to us today that we might be ready just to speak a word for Christ. 

The world is full of sorrow and pressure. You will find there is hardly a person who at times has not a great burden on his heart. Sometimes it is covered by a mass of other things, but occasionally it is uncovered. Mr. Churchill said during the war that there are times when all men pray. There are times when men feel the weight and the burden and the fear of things. 

Here is this little maid, an Ephesian. It may be you, destined for a great place in glory, destined eternally for a place with Jesus in the presence of God, but here in smallness. She says. ‘Oh that he were there!’ Let us have a heart like that, beloved. Let us have the courage for it. Let us be compassionate towards our fellowmen. This was a proud man. He was going to make a great show; he was going to get angry about the venue; but the course of things set on by what this little girl said ended in that man receiving blessing. I do not know whether she knew about the end of it, but she had to do with the beginning of it. Be prepared, beloved, in the testimony to speak a word and leave it. Do not let us be involved in what is argumentative. But you never know what season it is; the work of God is tremendous. I do not think we have the slightest conception of the number of persons who will be secured by Christ before the dispensation ends. I think there will be far more for Him than against Him. 

In the scripture in Luke there were these two who were going away, and they were discouraged. One of the things we have to face is discouragement. Almost every one in this room at some time or another has been discouraged. Here they are going away; they have an alternative place to go to. Most of us have that. If all else fails we have still got an Emmaus we can go to. It is not full committal to Christ. But the Lord knows us; ‘He knows all about us, and His patience with us is wonderful, flow patiently He has gone along with me! In the wilderness the rock that followed them was the Christ (see 1 Corinthians 10: 4), knowing all their weaknesses, knowing all the things they said about Him, and how they hankered after going back to Egypt. The rock that followed them was the Christ. Where would we be without His infinite patience? These two thought they had seen the disappointment and eclipse of everything they had hoped for and they were discouraged by it. Are you discouraged, perhaps feeling that things are not turning out as they should be? We need help to be able to draw alongside one another at times like that. It would not be any good getting up in the meeting and giving a word to the effect that we should not be discouraged, not to these two. They would say, ‘We know we should not be, but we are!’ You cannot answer it like that. 

But who can draw alongside a soul? Who has the grace and affection to be able to draw alongside and speak a word in season? So they went off by themselves, talking about things. It says they were downcast. What they were talking about was the truth. It has been said that you can talk about the truth and not have a ray of joy in it. You can talk about the truth as if it were some kind of dry and dusty dogma. It is a very real thing to be discouraged. It is a very real thing when things do not work out as you think they should have done. Here it says, “Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them”. How far can you go? You may not be serving someone to say the truth is this and it is in the ministry and you should read it. Maybe there is a heart here that is crying out for someone to talk the truth through with them, for someone to share the sorrow they feel in their heart, to feel the weight of things that is burdening them, to feel the crushing disappointment they have suffered. Some of us have known something about this. We knew something of it at the turn of the seventies when things you had set your heart upon collapsed around you. The sadness of it was that there were very few who were able to come along and sympathize and understand. 

Would that we were developed in spirituality enough to be able to speak to one another and help one another, to share the load, to pick up the weight and carry it. Jesus listened to them. 

He said to them, “What things?” Get it out. Are you one of those persons who, if someone says perhaps that they do not agree with the blue books, or something like that, you put on your hat and go? Or can you wait and just talk—take the strain? Can you bear some of the sorrow? can you share the weight of your local brethren, take some of the strain that they may be feeling, help to carry it? 

“What things?”, the Lord says. It is a wonderful thing to be able to listen to one another. Do not cut someone off. Let them get it all out. I think many of us know something of that time ten years ago when everything seemed to fall to pieces, and you just needed someone to be able to speak to. That facility should be available in the local assembly. I do believe it is. Are you available for it? 

The Lord hears them out. Of course it is Himself distinctively, but they did not know it was, and He hears them out. Think of all that they had before them. “We had hoped”, they say. They had followed the pathway of Jesus and hoped that He was going to redeem Israel. They had seen the miracles and the power that was in His hand. They had seen disease and death and demon flee from before Him. They had seen a Man with unconquerable power, but now He lay—they thought—in the stillness of death, and everything for them had collapsed. He said, “What things?” Christianity is nothing, beloved, if it is not real; it is about reality. It is about men and women and their vows, their committals, their affections, and their desires. 

Would that we were able to help one another on this line that I have spoken of. All comes out. Then He has to say to them, “O senseless and slow of heart to believe … And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”. There is the one answer to depression. It is Christ! But you have to draw near to persons in the power of the Holy Spirit and be able to help, and bring in the things concerning Himself. 

I do not want to labour the point, but I do believe that in matters which arise in our localities there is a need of just being able to talk to one another in this way. A local meeting is a sad place if persons cannot talk to one another like this. Where links between us are strong enough to take the strain, where you know that someone will be able to sift out what is real and what is unreal and value the work of God that is there, that is the local assembly, that is the family. Things are not normally allowed to go on indefinitely in a family, are they? Things are quickly remedied. We need more of that, to be able to speak a word in relation to it, in its season. 

In the scripture we read in Acts we have a man, “Apollos by name, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures”. He was a man whom God was using, and was going to use further, but he was not exactly accurate in the truth. It says that Aquila and Priscilla “took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”. Dear brethren, we do need accuracy in the truth and we need the grace to be able to help one another as to the truth without being official and without causing offence. Here were Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus and they were listening to this man. They would be impressed with his eloquence and they would be impressed with his mightiness in the Scriptures. Sometimes we might be overwhelmed with these things. One thing is prime in these days, beloved, that the truth is maintained in its purity. The fact that one might be eloquent and able to speak well does not alter the fact that we need to maintain the truth in its simplicity and exactness. 

These two saw the need of a certain adjustment with this man who was so useful to God and could be so much more useful. They did not challenge him in the meeting. They did not give a word on Tuesday night as to him. It says they “took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”. 

We need the truth amongst us, beloved; there is a great need for teachers amongst us. There are those who are able to teach and we need to pray for them and pray that the truth might be continued in the coming generation, not just the truth in terms, but the truth held in the hearts of the saints. Here they took him to them. What would they say? How would you react if you were in a position like that? What would you do if someone said what was not exactly right? 

Would you leave it because he was eloquent? Would you leave it because he was prominent amongst the brethren? No, the truth was too precious to Aquila and Priscilla to leave it, and Apollos was too precious. So they took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly. I am just going to leave that, beloved brethren, that we might seek grace to be  able to speak a word in that way that would maintain in its precious and inviolate character the truth that has been recovered to us through the years. It is not to be changed. It is not to be watered down or to be spoiled by the innovation of man’s mind. It is not to be spoiled either by the incompleteness of someone’s knowledge. The truth involves the Person of Jesus. I would love to be able in such a way to draw near and be able to help while the whole thing flows on. Here there is no offence and no interruption to the power or the service of the man. 

Beloved, there is no one who at some time does not need help, does not need a word of comfort, a word of encouragement, a word perhaps of correction. There is no one who should be offended at the receiving of it, but let us have the skill to be able to speak it in its season, whether it be summer-time or winter-time, or spring-time or autumn. Let us seek grace from the Spirit of God to be real persons in our localities. 

I wanted to find a scripture as to what to say when there is sorrow amongst the saints. One of the things we are tested in most is where there is sorrow and we do not know what to say. 

There is only One who knows in fulness how to come in when there is sorrow in a person’s soul. There is only one Man who has borne all the sorrows, all the grief and all the distress. It is all going to be removed in the eternal day; “grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away”, Revelation 21: 4. He places the sorrows amongst us, beloved, for us to feel them, and to help as to formation in our hearts; to wean us away from this world in which we are to the place where He is. Dear brethren, what we can do is to assure one another of our love. Sometimes there is nothing more you can say, but the love of the saints is a very precious thing. To know what it is to be loved in a scene where many persons are loved by no one, to know what it is to be in a circle of affections which, as the hymn-writer says, are all divine (Hymn 207), is a precious thing. Beloved, when there is sorrow we need peculiarly the love of Christ. May we be able in some way with skill and the power of the Holy Spirit to speak a word properly as it is needed, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
20 September 1980




Scripture references

2 Kings 5:1-13 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. [4] And he went and told his lord saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. [5] And the king of Syria said, Well! go, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand [shekels] of gold, and ten changes of raiment. [6] And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now, when this letter comes to thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest cure him of his leprosy. [7] And it came to pass when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his garments, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeks an occasion against me. [8] And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his garments, that he sent to the king, saying, Why hast thou rent thy garments? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. …

Luke 24:13-21 (JND) [13] And behold, two of them were going on the same day to a village distant sixty stadia from Jerusalem, called Emmaus; [14] and they conversed with one another about all these things which had taken place. [15] And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them; [16] but their eyes were holden so as not to know him. [17] And he said to them, What discourses are these which pass between you as ye walk, and are downcast? [18] And one [of them], named Cleopas, answering said to him, Thou sojournest alone in Jerusalem, and dost not know what has taken place in it in these days? [19] And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, The things concerning Jesus the Nazaraean, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people; [20] and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to [the] judgment of death and crucified him. [21] But *we* had hoped that *he* was [the one] who is about to redeem Israel. But then, besides all these things, it is now, to-day, the third day since these things took place.

Acts 18:24-28 (JND) [24] But a certain Jew, Apollos by name, an Alexandrian by race, an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures, arrived at Ephesus. [25] He was instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in his spirit, he spoke and taught exactly the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John. [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly. [27] And when he purposed to go into Achaia, the brethren wrote to the disciples engaging them to receive him, who, being come, contributed much to those who believed through grace. [28] For he with great force convinced the Jews publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

Proverbs 15:23 (JND) [23] A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth; and a word in its season, how good is it!

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

1 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed [them]: (now the rock was the Christ;)

Revelation 21:4 (JND) [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.



“THE GLORY OF JEHOVAH APPEARED”





C. S. Elliott 

Numbers 14: 6–10 

I am impressed by the thought of the glory of Jehovah appearing at any time. How confirming it is, and how settling to the hearts and affections of the saints, for Jehovah’s glory to come in. The children of Israel were headed towards the land and ten of those who went, to spy out the land brought back a bad report; but there were two, Caleb and Joshua, who had a sense that God would carry them through. They said, “If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land”. How confirming to the souls of the saints to go through an exercise knowing that it is God’s will and pleasure to see His people through, in spite of what the enemy might bring in. These two men made way for God to come in and to confirm their testimony. It was a very difficult time for them; it says that “the whole assembly said that they should be stoned”. Imagine trying to get the saints into the thought of the inheritance, into a real forward movement in dependence on Jehovah and that is what these two men wanted, to bring the children of Israel into a real sense of dependence on God—and then having to face those who thought their testimony was not right and wanted to stone them. And then the glory appeared. God came in and confirmed the exercises of these two men. 

Think of the enjoyment of the land which they had in their hearts. They said, “The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land”. Can we at any time just reassure the hearts of the saints that the inheritance is so precious that they will want to go in for it? It is “a very, very good land”. There is nothing to compare with the joy of the inheritance. Think of the Lord Jesus laying down His life for us in order that we might he free. Think of the service of men who have gone before and who have laid down their lives so that the saints might enter into the inheritance. Think of the rich heritage that we have come into at the present time. Do we not find the land very, very good? I believe the Spirit of God would reassure our hearts afresh. If there is land to be taken, territory to be possessed, it always involves conflict, but conflict is not the end in view; the glory is the end in view. If we can help the saints into the strength and vitality of a forward movement into the joy of the inheritance, how comforting and stimulating it will be to them, and how pleasing to heaven. 

Joshua and Caleb say, “If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey”. What a land! These men had the joy of the land in their own souls so that they could seek to encourage and strengthen and support the people of God. This is, I believe, what we need to do constantly to bring in the line of stimulation and food and support for the hearts of the saints, so that they might move forward into the joy of the inheritance. 

How confirming was the appearing of the glory of Jehovah to the exercises of these two men, the heart of God coming into the matter and distinguishing these two men who were used. 

The appearing of the glory is to have a real effect on the hearts of the saints and would promote worship. So in all our exercises, dear brethren, conflict is involved, but the end in view is the glory of God and the confirmation of the hearts of the saints. And this, I believe, is what we should set ourselves for; we should really commit ourselves to this, to preserve what is for God in the local assemblies so that the hearts of the saints might be stimulated and strengthened and the heart of God gratified. May it be so more and more, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
10 April 1979




Scripture references

Numbers 14:6-10 (JND) [6] And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of them that searched out the land, rent their garments. [7] And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land. [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey; [9] only rebel not against Jehovah; and fear not the people of the land; for they shall be our food. Their defence is departed from them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not. [10] And the whole assembly said that they should be stoned with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting to all the children of Israel.



MUSINGS





“I ... HAVE SET YOU” (John 15: 16) It should comfort and steady us to remember that divine love and wisdom have entered into our being in the circumstances in which we are. How widely those circumstances and settings vary! Some are severely limited; others have much more liberty. May God be glorified in both our limitations and in our liberty. When Paul was free to visit and serve the saints over a wide area the Lord was honoured in his life and in his labours. When he was in prison he was uncomplaining, his spirit buoyant, and his entrance into heavenly things peculiarly rich. We visited an aged sister, unable to move beyond her four walls, but she was rejoicing in the Lord’s nearness to her and supplicating for His world-wide interests. How much we owe to the prayers of such! It is priestly service of a high order. 

In a beehive there are bees whose work it is to clean the cells, feed the young, and regulate the temperature. One of them might think, ‘Here am I, kept in this gloomy hive, how I would love to join those who can fly out over the sun-drenched fields and visit the lovely flowers’. 

But that bee’s function in that confined area is essential to the well-being of the colony and just as important as the more attractive and conspicuous activities. 

May we seek grace to be selflessly where we have been set, and to be for the glory of God there. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

John 15:16 (JND) [16] Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and have set you that ye should go and [that] ye should bear fruit, and [that] your fruit should abide, that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name he may give you.



FLEE AND FOLLOW

2 Timothy 2: 19–22 

J. Pellatt 

Lord, grant us grace Thy voice to hear, 

Thou speakest to us plain and clear 

As having named Thy name— 

We freely own Thy claims, blest Lord, 

And would responsive to Thy word 

Be “holy, without blame”.

 

Apart, from all dishonouring Thee, 

From youthful lusts we swiftly flee, 

Thy honour to maintain— 

With Thy pure-hearted ones we’d walk, 

Who love of Thee to think and talk, 

Thyself our only gain.

 

To follow righteousness in peace, 

While faith and love are in their place, 

A four-fold bond divine; 

No other fellowship we know, 

Let this suffice, while here below, 

Thy glory soon will shine.

 

We soon shall see Thee face to face, 

Thy likeness bear, O matchless grace! 

Thy suffering ones shall reign. 

While this bright prospect cheers our heart, 

From all of earth we stand apart, 

And loss shall be our gain.

 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.
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