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CHRIST AND THE ASSEMBLY

J. Collie-Smith 

John 12: 24; Genesis 2: 18, 20, 23 

It was a wonderful moment when it could be predicated of a divine Person that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. That was a great moment, for it was God Himself come into this scene, and John, looking at the Lord Jesus here in time, speaks of Him as the Word. 

No doubt, it was a designation which was the outcome of reverential affection on the part of the disciples, not exactly an official title, but I believe the outcome of their intimate knowledge of Jesus here as the One who was the entire expression of the mind of God. He had come in and out amongst men in that condition, in the most ordinary circumstances of life; but wherever He was or whatever He was doing, He was the expression of God, that is, the mind and heart of God were brought to light in Jesus here. 

John gives us some exquisite touches in regard of the Person of Jesus; on the one hand guarding jealously His deity, and on the other giving some beautiful touches in regard of His humanity, for His coming into manhood did not bring about any deterioration in His Person. 

John shows us Jesus sitting on a well-side, wearied with His journey. He sat just as He was there; but He was no less in His glorious Person than God Himself. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, John 1: 1. That Person is seen moving about as presented in this gospel, and every feature that came out in Him was really an expression of the Father; that is God as Father, for John delights to speak of Him in this way. After companying with His disciples at the close of that pathway, in answer to an enquiry as to the Father, He could say, “he that has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14: 9), that is, the features that came out in Jesus were identical with the features of the Father. There was no discrepancy. Although He was here in flesh and blood condition, He was in every way what He said; “Altogether that which I also say unto you”, and here in those conditions of humiliation He declared the blessed God. He had come here for the effectuation of the will of God; the great thoughts of divine counsel. He had come here to effect those counsels; but as here in flesh and blood those counsels could not be effectuated until the Grain of wheat fell into the ground and died. The Lord already, in chapter 9 of John’s gospel, in making the ointment with His spittle, had conveyed to the blind man in anointing his eyes, that the condition in which He was found here was a temporary one. The man must be relieved of the thought that Jesus would continue here in that condition. So, as you are aware, he was sent to the pool of Siloam to wash and he came seeing; the sequel to that, as seen towards the end of the chapter, shows that he apprehended the Son of God in the glorious condition in which He is the Sun and Centre of another world. 

But the Lord Himself shows, in the verse which I cited, that.in the condition in which He was then, spoken of in scripture, in Hebrews 5, as “the days of his flesh”, there could be no expansion, there could be no enlargement, nor could there be the effectuation of the will of God and the securing of His great thoughts, without this loneliness in which He was found being terminated. I doubt if we can gauge this intense loneliness which that unique order and condition of humanity imposed upon the Lord Jesus here. We sometimes sing— 

‘Love in Thy lonely life 

Of sorrow here, below’. 

He was alone because of who He was and because of the condition in which He was found, a Man of an entirely new order, a Man out of heaven, “the second Man”, but in a condition which was provisional and which terminated, because it was in the mind of God that the Lord Jesus, “the grain of wheat”, should fall into the ground and die, in order that there might be much fruit corresponding in character and order with Himself. 

Whilst, no doubt, the Lord has the present dispensation particularly in mind when He speaks thus, I believe that the thought is a very wide one and corresponds with the general outlook in John’s gospel, which has the whole scene in mind. So that I think we are right in regarding this passage as including all who are the fruit of the precious death of Christ. The Lord indicates here that as the fruit of His own precious death there will be a vast harvest which will fill the granary of God, for I do not believe that God will have anyone in His universe that is not of Christ’s order. You can only have Adam or Christ, and, depend upon it, God has excluded Adam in totality, he cannot have a footing in His world. So, I believe, the fruit of the Grain of wheat will populate the whole universe, so that God will have men of the same order as Christ. That is, in a general way, every family named of the Father, whether in heaven or in earth, will all spring from the Grain of wheat. But as I remarked, what the Lord had immediately in mind was the present moment, and we are entitled to take account of ourselves as the fruit of His precious death, many grains all like the Grain as to quality and as to characteristics. I would like the youngest to understand that our association with Christ is not in flesh and blood; it cannot be. He is no longer in that condition, it has been terminated. Christendom is 

built up upon the fact of Jesus being here in flesh; it has not, like the blind man, been relieved of the thought that He would continue here in that condition. The loneliness which that imposed upon Him has been terminated. He has died and He has ended that condition in order that others may participate with Him in the new and glorious condition upon which He has entered. I believe that is involved in the Sanctifier and the sanctified being “all of one”, which is peculiar to the assembly. I do not think that any family will share in that, so that He is not ashamed to call us brethren. That, I believe, is a thought which will not be shared with any other family. 

All that is intended to affect our minds, to affect us inwardly; and indeed, outwardly, and to free us in our spirits; so that we are freed from the pressure of death, and we are free to have part with Christ in the glorious order and condition of humanity in which we now know Him. 

He has laid down the condition in which He was found here, but there has been no change in His Person. He is the same, the same Jesus indeed! There has been no change in His affections, but the condition has been changed. You will recall in the opening of John 17 how He appeals to the Father to glorify Him, in order that He might continue the glorification of the Father in the new and eternal condition upon which He has entered. I believe it is necessary to apprehend all that in order to be clear in our minds and in our affections, for our part with Him the other side of death. He is the ascended One. Mary had to learn that too; the Lord disallowed the revival of the old association, giving her to understand now that their links are wholly on spiritual ground, as Paul could say, “If even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer”, 2 Corinthians 5: 16. That condition is terminated, it is over, and I do not think we can 

come to the truth of the assembly without taking that road in our souls. We cannot come to Christianity properly without the understanding that Christ has laid down the flesh and blood condition, nor can we come into the spiritual realm which is open to us now that He has gone there, making a way for us; the Spirit on our side giving us power in order to touch realities which lie outside the ken of man. All that is open to us, but I do not think it can be apprehended apart from the taking in of this great thought that the condition in which the Lord was here has been ended. The loneliness which that condition imposed upon Him is terminated. It was a unique condition! They were days never to be forgotten; I believe the days of His flesh are treasured in the affections of Christ, and they will be treasured in the affections of the saints. But they are in the past tense, and we are to know Him now where He is and in the new eternal condition upon which He has entered as glorified. All that, I believe, is the basis of the truth of the assembly, without which we cannot reach divine thoughts as brought to us in Christ, and the great thoughts of God in counsel. 

Now that brings me to the passage in Genesis 2. Power was witnessed to in great variety in what was introduced; many living things of various kinds, and Adam in his intelligence was able to name them. No doubt they all suggested something of Christ, some features that would be brought in in Christ, because God had Christ in His mind from the very outset; He had nothing short of Christ in mind at any time. So Adam is able in his intelligence to name all these living things rightly. But as God took account of the situation, there was nothing in that universe teeming with life that could furnish a companion for Adam; there was no counterpart for him. God took account of that. He saw that it was not good for man to be alone. He said, “I will make him a help-mate, his like”—counterpart. So God proceeded to carry out this great thought, no doubt patterned on the ideal of His own counsels. It comes early in the history of His ways, before sin came into the world, and I believe we have in this passage in Genesis 2 a reflex of the mind of God in eternal counsels. So Adam is put into a deep sleep and God, during that time, takes the rib from his side and builds a woman. It is God’s great thought; Adam has no part in it beyond the fact that he is, so to speak, passive in the hands of God as He proceeds with this great masterpiece. But the woman is built and she is brought to Adam. Adam recognises immediately that this is something quite different from anything that had hitherto been brought to him; he perceives that this time it is something quite distinctive and something that he has to introduce new words to describe, and he is equal to that. So he speaks of the woman as “Ishshah” and himself as “Ish”, indicating that now there is the expansion of himself, that he is no longer alone, the loneliness has been terminated and there is a companion, his counterpart. He says, “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of man”. She was out of him, so that actually she was the increase of himself; and, no doubt, she met every divinely created feeling in the heart of Adam. I do not believe there was a feeling in his heart that was not fully met in his counterpart, because the word counterpart would, I believe, mean that. So Adam has now before him one who is out of himself, one who is like himself, “his like”, and one who can gratify every wish, every feeling of his heart and mind. 

All this, dear brethren, is but a reflex of the mind of God concerning Christ and concerning the assembly. It is not that the marriage bond is adopted as an illustration of this great thought; 

the truth is that the marriage bond is patterned on it. The marriage bond as seen in Genesis 2 

and elsewhere is really the outcome of what God had in His mind in regard of Christ and the assembly. I believe, that when divine Persons went into counsel and arranged that One of the Persons of the Godhead should come into manhood, the incarnation really involved the assembly. I do not think it was an after-thought, for the idea of the man necessarily covered the thought of the woman. It is a great thought, dear brethren, which requires the Spirit in order to understand it. It has been said by another, that it comes close to inscrutability. The apostle speaking of it in the passage in Ephesians 5: 32, says, “This mystery is great, but I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. A great mystery! Whilst the Spirit enables us to understand it, we cannot compass it; whilst the Spirit gives us spiritual feelings in relation to it, so that we can take in the thought and enjoy it by the Spirit, yet at the same time, the element of mystery still remains, it continues, because of the greatness of it. It is not beyond us in the sense that we cannot understand, because the Spirit will enable us to take it in, that the assembly as a spiritual entity is united to Christ. That is the truth, so that the Spirit is required to take in the thought of union. It lies outside the ability of the human mind to penetrate the truth of it, and it is well that it is so because we are shut up to the Spirit who loves to come in on our side to lead us into the depths of God. I believe this great statement is included in the depths of God, “and the two shall be one flesh”. So we are enabled by the Spirit to drink in the truth of it, and I would urge the youngest here not to rest satisfied without a spiritual understanding of this great matter, because it is the distinctive truth of the moment, it is the distinctive light of the day; it is the light that shone around Paul, it is the light that entered into his ministry, the light for which he suffered. He served and suffered to establish it, and his prayers in the prison were, no doubt, in regard to assembly light, assembly feelings, and exercises. We may regard ourselves as an answer to those prayers in some measure, for his prayer, I believe, reached right down to the end, and what a favour it is to be in a day in which this light is shining—its radiance, its glory, the glory attaching to Christ the Head of the assembly, and the woman for His glory, for the woman is the glory of the man. 

This is all to be the exclusive property of those who form the dispensation of faith. Whilst I have suggested that the “grain of wheat” is wider in its application than those who compose the assembly, I am now speaking of something which is the exclusive property of the assembly. The feminine idea will go through into eternity, and it will be known only by the assembly. I have no doubt that Israel will enjoy the thought in the millennium as the earthly bride, but then that will only be provisional. When we come to the great eternal thoughts of God, going back into counsel and purpose, Christ and the assembly—the masculine thought in Christ and the feminine thought in the assembly—that is an eternal thought. It is also true that both the brethren of Christ and sonship will go through—these, too, are eternal. But what I have in mind, dear brethren, is to give you, if I can, some little impression of the greatness of Christ and the assembly, because if you miss that you miss the distinctive light of our day, no matter what else you may enjoy. You may enjoy the forgiveness of sins, you may enjoy justification, you may enjoy reconciliation, but if you do not touch the reality and power of the vessel for which Christ has delivered Himself up, which He loves, which He cherishes, which He ministers to and which He will 

have as His eternal counterpart, I say, if you do not get that, well, you miss what is distinctive, what is special, what is peculiar to our own dispensation. 

I would urge the young, particularly—do not allow time to slip past and to be engaged with trivial matters, things which are passing, and allow the great thoughts of God in respect of Christ and the assembly to slip by without your having contact with them in a spiritual way, because all this is intended to enter into the formation of our souls. God will have the assembly for His pleasure, and you can depend upon it, it will not be an artificial matter; there will be formation, the vessel will be built, constructed, formed by God Himself—the Spirit, of course, entering into it. All the discipline, the sorrow and the suffering related to time, what in themselves are provisional things, are put under tribute to the eternal, so that God will have the assembly as His great masterpiece. There will be no discrepancy in it, there will be no shortage, no deficiency; His great thoughts will be fully answered in that vessel. 

Now you, if you are a believer, if you have the Spirit, are an essential part of it, a component part of that vessel; it will not be complete without you, and, if so, how important then to get a spiritual apprehension of it. I beg of you not to go on without getting a spiritual touch in regard of this great matter, because the assembly now is about to wind up its history here; it has not very far to go, and time will lie behind and it will be eternity. It will be the tabernacle of God with men. God will dwell with men; but I believe it will be through the medium of the assembly. “The tabernacle of God is with men”, Revelation 21: 3. God will dwell with them. 

So if we touch in some little measure the richness, the greatness of God’s original thoughts in connection with Christ and the vessel of His choice, then I believe there will be spiritual substance imparted to our souls which will survive the break-up of everything here, and which will be carried over into its permanent eternal dwelling. 

‘Where God Himself vouchsafes to dwell 

And every bosom fill’. 

Address at Croydon
1949 

 


Scripture references

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Genesis 2:18-23 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like. [19] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim had formed every animal of the field and all fowl of the heavens, and brought [them] to Man, to see what he would call them; and whatever Man called each living soul, that was its name. [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like. [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 14:9 (JND) [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father?

Hebrews 5 (JND) [1] For every high priest taken from amongst men is established for men in things relating to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; [2] being able to exercise forbearance towards the ignorant and erring, since he himself also is clothed with infirmity; [3] and, on account of this [infirmity], he ought, even as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

2 Corinthians 5:16 (JND) [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.



GOD’S BLESSINGS AND MAN’S RESPONSE

D. Robertson 

Galatians 2: 20; 1 Corinthians 11: 23, 24 

We have here in the verse we read in Galatians a man speaking appreciatively of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. He is speaking in the most affecting way of the “Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. I do not think there is anything more necessary than to be able to say in a truthful way—“the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. How much is in it! God has in mind to bring souls into blessing through the preaching of the glad tidings. Indeed the glad tidings are God’s proposals of blessing for man, and they are proposed in the terms of divine grace, or else man would never come into the blessing, for if they were proposed in the terms of divine demand no one would be able to pay the price. 

Another has paid the price, and because of the price that has been paid, the proposals of blessing are made on the principle of grace. God is able to come out in the fulness of His grace and offer you blessing; not 

passing blessing but eternal blessing. I would not be able to convey to you in this short word the full scope of the blessing that God has in His mind and heart for you. In speaking of the thoughts of God one man said, “If I would count them, they are more in number than the sand”, Psalm 139: 18. That is to give you some idea of the fulness of the blessing that God has in His mind for you. 

There are certain blessings which we could speak of readily in the preaching that God would have in mind to bring you into, and which are necessary for you to come into. We could speak, for instance, of the blessing of the forgiveness of sins, and I would raise the question with each one if they know the forgiveness of sins. It is a wonderful blessing. The older you get the sweeter it becomes. It is a luxury, men today speak about luxuries, but there is no greater luxury than the forgiveness of your sins, and God can forgive your sins because the Son of God has given Himself. The sacrifice of Christ is the basis—and the only basis, upon which God can bring you into blessing. How much is involved in it! He has given Himself. 

what more could He have given? The scripture I was thinking of, somewhat in contrast to it, is where God says to His people of old, “I am Jehovah thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour; I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee”, Isaiah 43: 3. You might say, What great expenditure, countries, nations, in order that these persons. God’s people of old, might be brought into deliverance, but that was not enough to secure for you the blessing of the forgiveness of your sins. Supposing He had given the whole world, He could not have forgiven your sins on that basis, but it says the Son of God has given Himself. Oh that that might touch your heart, that the Son of God has given Himself! He has offered up His life, that life in all its spotless purity; a life that 

was lived for the pleasure of God; a life that was lived in communion with God, a life of holiness, a life that was unalloyed with any taint of corruption; it was that life that was given for you that you might be brought into the blessing of the forgiveness of your sins. It involved the work on Calvary’s cross; it involved the three hours of darkness when the Lord Jesus Christ endured the wrath of God against sin and sins, and exhausted the judgment. It involved the time when He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. 

Think of the stupendousness of the work of Christ in those three hours of darkness. In the light of that Peter could say, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. Peter could say that. Can you say it? That is the basis upon which your sins can be forgiven; the only basis. Not only did He suffer for our sins during the three hours of darkness, but the life in which He bore our sins was laid down vicariously. How touching it is that such a life of holy perfection should be laid down, and that the sin which He took for us on Himself was ended judicially. The history of the man who had sinned was terminated before God in the death and burial of our Lord Jesus Christ. There was nothing in Him which merited death but He took that place vicariously. What a work! He gave Himself. I want you to be affected by the entirety of that—He gave Himself. It was not a partial thing; it involved Himself, and Paul says, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. Oh that we all might be able to say that! As a consequence of the sacrificial offering up of Christ, God can bring you into the great blessings of the glad tidings. 

I have already spoken of the forgiveness of sins, there is the blessing also of justification. That involves not only that Christ suffered on the cross, not only that He died and was buried, but that He was raised again, and on the basis of a risen Christ God is able to justify you. It says, that through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and in Him every one that believes is justified (see Acts 13: 38, 39). I wonder if you know the blessing of being justified. It means that we are set before God in the light of His righteousness as Christ is before God; set up before God in the glory of the life of a risen Man; justified in the light of a Man risen from among the dead. So it says He “has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. Another great blessing is reconciliation, reconciled to God through the death of His Son. Think of that! We are brought near to God. I wonder, dear young friend, if you know what it is to be brought near to God. The only basis on which you can be brought near to God is through the sacrifice of God’s blessed Son, so Paul says, “who has loved me and given himself for me”. 

Another great blessing is sonship; it is not only that you are brought near to God but you are brought there in relationship to God, in relation to God as your Father. There was a doctrine put out as to the universal Fatherhood of God. It is not true, it eliminated the necessity of the redemptive work of Christ to bring man into relationship with God. God is Father to believers, to those who put their trust in Jesus. I wonder if you know God as your Father; if you know God in this great relationship in sonship? 

I suppose the greatest blessing of the glad tidings is the gift of the Holy Spirit. Has every one here received the gift of the Holy Spirit? What a gift it is! Apart from the gift of the Holy Spirit there is no power to enjoy the other blessings. God would give you the gift of the Holy Spirit so that you are vitally in the enjoyment of these divine blessings. All is made available on the ground of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. 

Paul is able to say, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. Thank God there are those in this room that can say that too. They can say in the simple joy of their souls, and out of the fulness of their hearts, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. Can you say it? Well, it involves that you come into personal faith, into the faith of the Lord Jesus. Scripture says; “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20: 21. If you are still in your sins God would help you to come to repentance. The sinner needs to repent; it is not a matter of trying to reform or trying to become better. You say, What does it mean? Does it mean that I am sorry? It means more than that. It means that you accept what God says about you, and that is that all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (see Romans 3: 23). A sense of that brings a soul to repentance. I would urge that upon you, if you have never had the experience, that you might seek God’s help to bring you to repentance; God would work in your soul to the end that you Might repent. Then there is not only repentance, but God would point you to another Man. I believe where there is repentance towards God, God immediately acts to turn the faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ as a glorious Object, a glorious Saviour. That is what happened in the life of Saul of Tarsus. His life was completely transformed on the principle of repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. He refers to the life he now lived—What a life he once had lived! It was an arrogant life, a life of opposition to Christ, and opposition to the Christian way; that was the kind of life that Paul had once lived, but he says, “but in that I now live in flesh—I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God”. 

Oh, you cannot afford to do without it. I would urge it upon you; it is folly to be without it. 

Think of the awfulness of eternity before you, and perhaps you have not faith in the Son of God. I would seek to alert you as to the absolute need to come into personal faith in the Lord Jesus. A man I once worked with said to me one day, ‘You have faith?’ I said, ‘Yes, I have faith’. He said, ‘What is the main characteristic of faith, can you tell me that?’ I said, ‘Yes, I can tell you the main characteristic of faith’. He said, ‘What is it?’ I said, ‘It is personal’. That is true, no one else can have faith for you; no one else can transmit faith to you; it is a transaction between yourself and God, and God would give you faith. I do not believe God would withhold faith from any one who really seeks the blessings of God. If you are desirous of a personal link now and eternally with God’s Son, God would give you faith for it. It says, “For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God’s gift”, Ephesians 2: 8. That is the principle we are saved on; we are saved on the principle of faith, and that is not beyond the reach of any one in this room. Faith is not beyond the reach of the children here. Some of us can remember impressions we had through the preaching, as children sitting beside our father and mother. God would give you impressions, and one of the impressions is that you must have Christ as your Saviour; you need Him, you need salvation, and the only way to get it is through the Lord Jesus Christ. He says, “I am the door”, John 10: 9. He is the way into blessing; the way into blessing is through personal faith in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. I would appeal to each one here tonight; I appeal to the old brethren that they might be revived in faith in the Son of God, in the enjoyment of it, and the vitality of it, and the preciousness of it. It is a wonderful matter to, be able to say like Paul—“the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. 

He has done it in love, I was affected by that this morning; it was a matter of sacrifice on the basis of love. Divine righteousness in Leviticus said, “it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul”, but just before that divine love said, “I have given it to you upon the altar”, Leviticus 17: 11. We could never meet the demand of divine righteousness, but Another has paid the price, the Lord Jesus has paid the price that divine righteousness demanded. 

I would urge each one to take account of ourselves as we are all here before God. He is a heart-knowing God. He knows what is going on in your heart and He knows what is going on in my heart. I would ask you to take account of yourself in the sight of a heart-knowing God. 

We have to do with God, and it is a favourable time to have to do with God; God desires to bless you. Think of that! I wonder if it has ever dawned on you that God wants to bless you, to bring you into the secret of His thoughts for you. Right at this very moment, God has something in His mind for you; you might not know what it is, but in the scripture God Himself tells us what it is. He says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith Jehovah, thoughts of peace, and not of evil”, Jeremiah 29: 11. What a God He is! There is not an evil thought in God’s heart toward you. It is a dispensation of grace; what God has in His mind for all men, and for you, is blessing. 

Well, I just wanted to speak of 1 Corinthians 11. The Lord Jesus has been in this world, and He has given His life as we have been speaking of it, but He is no longer here. At such cost to Himself, such tremendous cost, He has established a claim upon us, the claim of redemption. 

He says prophetically in Isaiah, “I have redeemed thee ... thou art mine” (Isaiah 43: 1). One would like to appeal to you on that ground; it may be that there are persons here who have put their trust in the Lord Jesus and that is a very blessed thing, but this is a word for you, this is a word spoken from the glory. I wonder if you are aware of that, that the Lord has given a word for you and for me. You may have yielded to His claims to some degree, you may have put your trust in Him, you may have proved what it is to come into the blessing of the glad tidings, the forgiveness of sins and so on. But I wonder if it has ever occurred to you that the Lord Jesus has given a word from the glory for you and for me. He gave it to Paul. The same person who could say, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, received this word from the Lord Jesus from the glory. He says, “For I received from the Lord”, think of that, “from the Lord”. It is not from a church council; it is not from an assembly of elders, this is from the Lord, and the Lord clearly is in glory, “that which I also delivered to you”. Now Paul was faithful to deliver the word in the way it had come to him. It is given here just as Paul received it from the Lord in glory, and it is for you, dear Christian friend, it is for you. Do you believe it? I want you to listen to it; I am just going to read the scripture again, it says, “the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body, which is for you; this do in remembrance of me”. What a precious word! That word has stood the test of time. Then, 

“In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood; this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”. Have you done it? Are you doing it? If not, why not? Why lingerest thou, was the word to Paul? Why are you lingering? You love Christ, and you know Christ’s love for you. Why do you not answer to His appeal? It is part of the glad tidings. The glory of the Supper, the Lord’s supper, is part of the message in the glad tidings, and it is the only answer that is worthy of the Saviour, it is the answer that the Saviour is wanting. He would make that appeal, “This do in remembrance: of me”. You may have heard of the gipsy girl who was affected by looking at a painting of Christ hanging on the cross, and she asked what it meant. After some time the artist told her the story of the cross. She then said, ‘You must love Him very much when He has done all that for you’. Later he did another painting and put the inscription beneath, ‘All this have I done for thee, What hast thou done for Me?’ 

Friend, all this Christ has done for you. What have you done for Him? The least you can do is to remember Him—“this do in remembrance of me”. All this I have done for you—He suffered the agony of Calvary’s cross for you, that the eternal blessings of God might be yours. What have you done for Him? What does He ask you to do? “This do in remembrance of me”. The repentant thief never had the opportunity to do it, he was taken straight to glory, but you have the opportunity to do it. Will you do it? The opportunity may not last very much longer; the Lord Jesus is about to come. I would say simply again—All this He has done for you—“the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”—What have you done for Him? You say, I have not done it yet, but are you going to do it? May you do it, and may the Lord bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Dundee
2 June 1991 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 Corinthians 11:23-24 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Psalms 139:18 (JND) [18] [If] I would count them, they are more in number than the sand. When I awake, I am still with thee.

Isaiah 43:3 (JND) [3] For I [am] Jehovah thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Acts 13:38-39 (JND) [38] Be it known unto you, therefore, brethren, that through this man remission of sins is preached to you, [39] and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Ephesians 2:8 (JND) [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift:

John 10:9 (JND) [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture.

Leviticus 17:11 (JND) [11] for the soul of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul.

Jeremiah 29:11 (JND) [11] For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith Jehovah, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you in your latter end a hope.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Isaiah 43:1 (JND) [1] But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou art mine.



COME, LORD JESUS

R. S. Renton 

Lord Jesus, Thou art coming soon 

To take us home with Thee 

Blest prospect for the longing heart 

Thyself, blest Lord to see. 

Our eyes will gaze with wonder filled 

Thy glory to behold, 

The One to whom our all we owe 

What treasures will unfold. 

The prospect keeps us bright with joy 

As quickened by Thy love, 

Each day we wonder will it be 

We’ll be with Thee above. 

But oh, Lord Jesus, now we think 

What it will be for Thee 

To have th’assembly with Thyself 

From sin and danger free. 

Although we have Thyself not seen, 

Our love for Thee we know, 

Thy Spirit makes divine things real 

And makes our praises flow. 

To see Thee vindicated here 

And publicly acclaimed, 

Lord Jesus this we wait with joy 

Of us Thou’rt not ashamed. 

To see Thee reign from shore to shore 

All kings shall bow to Thee 

Thy Name shall be on every tongue 

And all Thy glory see. 

The wondrous triumphs of Thy love 

Securing us for Thee 

Will fill the courts of heaven above 

With worship—hearts now free. 

Our witness for Thee while we wait 

May brighter, stronger be 

Our sojourn here about to end 

Until Thy face we see. 

So keep us steady and alert 

To watch and wait for Thee 

Our eyes undimmed to look above 

Lord Jesus, Thee to see. 

Edinburgh 

 


EXTRACTS

But in Jesus, even as man, there was none of this unevenness. There was nothing salient in His character, because all was in perfect subjection to God in His humanity, and had its place, and did exactly its service, and then disappeared. God was glorified in it, and all was in harmony. When meekness became Him, He was meek; when indignation, who could stand before His overwhelming and withering rebuke? Tender to the chief of sinners in the time of grace; unmoved by the heartless superiority of a cold Pharisee (curious to judge who He was); when the time of judgment is come, no tears of those who wept for Him moved Him to other words than, “Weep for yourselves and your children”—words of deep compassion, but of deep subjection to the due judgment of God. The dry tree prepared itself to be burned. On the cross, when His service was finished, tender to His mother, and entrusting her, in human care, to one who, so to speak, had been His friend, and leant on His bosom; no ear to recognise 

her word or claim when His service occupied Him for God; putting both blessedly in their place when He would show that before His public mission He was still the Son of the Father, and though such, in human blessedness, subject to the mother that bare Him, and Joseph His father as under the law; a calmness which disconcerted His adversaries; and, in the moral power which dismayed them by times, a meekness which drew out the hearts of all not steeled by wilful opposition. What keenness of edge to separate between the evil and the good! 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis of the Books of the Bible, Vol. 1, p.117) The sixth characteristic or effect of His presence is that you are edified. Now I think this very important, because I see some who read the Bible a great deal, but with no result. They enjoy the word greatly, but they are not edified. I do not think anything edifies but the Lord Himself. I will give you a very simple scripture for it—Luke 24. Familiar passages always help much. The better you know a scripture, the more it yields you. The greatest exposition that ever was, the two disciples listened to, and you would expect great results from it. No. 

Only their hearts burned within them; it did not produce any change in their course, they said, It is too late to go any farther, and they asked Him in. He went in; and He was known to them in breaking of bread, it was the figure of His own death, a fitting opportunity for Him to reveal Himself, and what then? They must go to Jerusalem—eight miles off, though it was too late to go any farther a few minutes ago. “And they rose up the same hour and returned to. Jerusalem and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them”. See, what an effect! Mark, that same hour they rose up and 

returned to Jerusalem, and what had produced it? His presence! The impression I have is, that if one only reads the word and one does not realise the presence of the Lord, he is like one with plenty of ore; silver, or gold, or whatever it is, he does not know what to do with it, he has no mould. The presence of the Lord fashions me. He is the mould; I am changed. Many a man has a great deal of Bible knowledge, like a lot of ore, but he has not a mould and it is no use. Let him see the Lord, that will make all the difference; He will put it into shape, his ore is of use now. A child learns manners at home; he is shaped by those he is with. The presence of the Lord produces conformity to His mind, and that alone. I have read much of the Bible, but can I say to myself, You are a transcript of the word? “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only”. It is beholding of the Lord’s glory that has the effect upon me. You get a sample in Philippians 4. But how do you get “the peace of God”? when you are near Him. 

You get the peace of God from Himself; and that is the moral effect of the word. I am transformed (metamorphosed) into the same image. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 1, pp.215, 216) 

And then the apostle goes on, “Nevertheless whereto we have already attained, let, us walk by the same rule”; or as the New Translation renders it, “let us walk in the same steps”. There are the steps of Christ, and there is much in that way for us in common. Then he continues, 

“Brethren, be followers together of me”. Mark that, not now separately, but together. How far can I follow Paul with all my brethren? That is the question I have to put to my soul. You will understand the apostle speaks of himself as one whom they had known, and in whom what Christ is was brought 

livingly near to them. I must not follow alone, how far can I follow with my brethren? I am not ignoring that one has to take heed to oneself, but the nearer one is to the Lord, the nearer one is to one’s brethren, and I can assure you it is much easier to follow with them than alone. The word tells us that two are better than one, and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. So if one fall the brethren will lift him up, the brethren will help him and they do help us. The nearer you get to the Lord, the more you love that word together. So in the epistle to the Ephesians, you get “raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” and no one would have it otherwise. And so in regard to our walk on our way to heaven, for this passage in Philippians refers to the way to heaven, the apostle is urging on the saints to move together. One has often referred to the first movements of the Israelites when they were called out of the world, how they went out of Egypt five in a rank; they had to learn to keep rank, so in the wilderness each tribe and each family had his own place in relation to the tabernacle, and hence as the ark led forward each tribe would fall into line accordingly. They marched together, that was the divine thought. And so here, dear brethren, the apostle urges upon us that we are to be followers together, not so many isolated individuals finding our way as best we can, no, we are to keep near to the brethren to keep beside them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, pp.104, 105) 
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Scripture references

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Philippians 4 (JND) [1] So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in [the] Lord, beloved. [2] I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in [the] Lord; [3] yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow-labourers, whose names [are] in [the] book of life. …
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