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THE COMING OF THE LORD JESUS

D. J. Wright 

Genesis 13: 1–18; Revelation 3: 1–4; Matthew 25: 1–13;  Hebrews 11: 5; 1 Thessalonians 4: 15–18 

It is very clear that the coming of the Lord Jesus is very imminent and firstly I would like to stir myself to be exercised, to be watching and ready for it, that it is before us in a real and living way. I believe as that is so it will have a definite effect upon our pathway here in the little while that may remain. What a triumph the end of this dispensation will be when we will be caught up to be for ever with the Lord, what a hope we have. Where I read in Genesis you have two men, Abram and Lot, and as the sequel of the chapter brings out their outlook was very different, and I ask myself, What is my outlook? The hymn writer says ‘The sky, not the grave, is our goal’ (Hymn 238). I think the reality of that would be that you would expect the Lord Jesus to come in your lifetime, however young or however old; it may be today. I believe that is what the Lord would keep before us, and what the Spirit would keep before us, that it may be today. Abram was a man of faith, and he was also characteristically a heavenly man, but a most spiritual man can make mistakes. Immediately prior to this chapter he had gone down to Egypt and Abram being the man he was recovered himself, but Lot did not. You get the impression from this chapter that Lot just went along under a good influence. 

Abram’s outlook was very different to Lot’s. They had both been providentially blessed of God. It says that “Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold” and later on it says they had so much cattle that they could not dwell together, but Abram was recovered to the place where he had departed; that is, he came back to the place of departure, and that is true recovery. It says, “the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai”. It was a spiritual landmark you might say in his history which he could come back to; it was a point of reference. He was fully restored in his relations with God, “to the place of the altar that he had made there at the first. And there Abram called on the name of Jehovah”. He was fully restored, dependent again upon the God that he knew. But then there became contention between the herdsmen of Abram and the herdsmen of Lot. One thing I would say about Abram that being the spiritual man that he was he was not contentious. Paul says, “we have no such custom”, 1 Corinthians 11: 16. So Abram said, “I pray thee let there be no contention between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen, for we are brethren”. Abram was a man of faith and Lot we might speak of as a man who was in type a worldly Christian. We have to go to the New Testament which speaks of Lot in a better way than in Genesis, but it tells us that he “tormented his righteous soul day after day”, 2 Peter 2: 8. A test came here. 

Abram says to him, if you go to the left, I will go to the right, and the test exposed Lot. It says, “Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Jordan that it was thoroughly watered, before Jehovah had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah; as the garden of Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as one goes to Zoar”. He says, This is just what I need to maintain my flocks, just what I need to better myself here. As I have said it is God’s providence, God’s goodness, but he pitched his tents as far as Sodom. Then later as we know he had to be rescued from Sodom, that is, he took a step further and became thoroughly immersed in the world, thoroughly immersed in his earthly possessions. On the other hand Jehovah said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land that thou seest will I give to thee, and to thy seed for ever”. God said to him virtually, Abram you are not going to lose anything by making this decision. By your outlook being a heavenly one you will not lose anything. Our blessings, beloved brethren, are heavenly ones. We have been blessed “with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ” (Ephesians 1: 3); and typically Abram valued it. Jehovah said, “I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, so that if any one can number the dust of the earth, thy seed also will be numbered”. You think of that! “Then Abram moved his tents, and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre”. That speaks of what is stable, it speaks to us of the purpose of God which was very close to his heart. 

You remember Jehovah had said to Abram, “Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, to the land that I will shew thee”, Genesis 12: 1. The God of glory appeared to him. Stephen tells us that in Acts 7: 2. Such was his vision of the greatness of the God who had called him that he went out in faith, “not knowing where he was going”, Hebrews 11: 8. He dwelt in tents, he was a stranger and a sojourner here. He was just passing through and he had a visitation. I think God was pleased to give a visitation to such a man whose outlook was in relation to the purpose of God. He could not give a visitation to Lot where he was, maybe in his mansion in Sodom, but He gave a visitation to a man who was a stranger and a sojourner here, and who showed clearly that he sought his country; “he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is the artificer and constructor”, Hebrews 11: 10. What is our outlook, dear brethren? I challenge myself, what is my outlook? This world is under judgment, it has been pronounced but not yet executed. Why would a true believer on Christ want to have anything to do with a world which has no place for Him? If you have the outlook of Abram there is untold blessing in it. You young people, there is untold blessing in it, you will not lose out on anything by being here in a way which is pleasing to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now in Revelation 3 is the address to Sardis. I read it because it says in verse 3, “If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come upon thee as a thief”. The general outlook in Sardis was a worldly one and therefore the imminence of the coming of Christ had faded. The early brethren as I understand it were very much occupied with what was prophetic, and to establish where we were on the prophetic map, and it came clearly before them that they were in the last days, and the imminence of the coming of Christ was before them. It was very much before the early brethren. I challenge myself as to how much it is before me. Now there are certain features in Sardis which might be drawn attention to. It says “Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain”. That is something that you and I can do in the little while that may remain before the Lord comes, to strengthen the things that remain. You might ask me, Well how do you do that? I think you do it by committing yourself to the Lord Jesus and His interests here. Dear young people, you will not regret it, because it is not with a view to things dying out here, but with a view to something of assembly character being maintained here in the place of Christ’s absence and rejection. 

He says, “I have not found thy works complete before my God”. Through the fading of the coming of Christ it may be that we are prepared to let things go, not to complete things. As the coming of Christ grips us, beloved brethren, I believe there will be an increased desire just to complete everything to God’s glory. He delights in what is complete. Think of His delight in the complete and finished work of Christ. The Lord Jesus could say on the cross “It is finished”, John 19: 30. That was a cry of triumph, and you think of the delight God had that there was a righteous basis laid in that finished work of Christ in which He could offer blessing for all of mankind. It brings out the love that there is in the heart of the blessed God. Then it goes on to say, “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep it and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come upon thee as a thief”. That is as I understand it the imminence of 

the coming of Christ had faded and therefore the Lord would come upon them as a thief when they did not expect it and therefore they became worldly in their outlook. “But thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments”. May we be exercised to be among them. Dear young brother, and dear young sister, I speak with affection, if you put your hand out to embrace what is around and come down to the world’s level, all you will do is to defile your garments. The gospel goes out, but your help and your testimony as being among those who are not of this world, like Abram, will show clearly that we seek a country. It says, “they shall walk with me in white, because they are worthy”. There were some who kept themselves pure from the defilement that was all around and, beloved brethren, the defilement is increasing on every hand. May we be preserved from it. May we be among those who do not defile their garments. 

Now in Matthew 25, we referred to it in the reading, but I read it tonight because I would like to draw attention to the importance that the Holy Spirit has in this. The oil refers to the Holy Spirit, and I think it is clear that those that had oil in their vessels were those who have part in the Spirit and the bride saying, Come. There are the five foolish and the five prudent. They all had their torches, but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches, and then in the middle of the night there was a cry, “Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches”. Torches bring in light and the trimming of the torches would involve self-judgment, so that anything that would hinder the light shining out is removed. When the cry came the foolish found they had no oil left, no oil with them, and they had to go away and buy it; they were not ready. Are you ready, am I ready? Those prudent ones said, we have only that which is sufficient for ourselves. In other words you and I have to work in exercise to make sure that the Spirit is free in us, and you know the Spirit Himself will keep before us the coming of Christ. These persons who had the oil were ready to go in, their light was still shining. May our light still be shining, the shining of Christ in our hearts. God has “shone into our hearts for the shining forth” (2 Corinthians 4: 6), is what Paul tells us, so that there is a testimony maintained until the coming of Christ in persons. The foolish ones came back and the doors were shut, and what it brings out is the difference between profession and reality. Make way for the Holy Spirit in you, let Him do His work; while He works in you it will ensure that you are ready, ready for the coming of Christ. You will respond to the cry, “Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him”. “Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour”. Only the Father knows but it is imminent, I am sure of that. 

Now in Hebrews 11 there is this reference, “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death”. Now Enoch lived in an evil day, just like we do. It was in the days before the flood and judgment was coming in, just like today. Judgment is soon to be executed. You know, dear young brethren, as believers in the gospel we have not only been saved from our sins, but we have been saved with a view to being delivered from the present evil world (Galatians 1: 4), and delivered from the wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 1: 10). Enoch walked with God but he “was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him”. That is, God looked down on Enoch, and He said, that he is so pleasing to Me that I am going to have him for ever. That is what He will see in those who compose the assembly, all those who love Christ. He will say, it is so pleasing to Me that I am going to translate it and have it for Myself. What a prospect, what a hope! But before Enoch’s translation it says, “he has the testimony that he had pleased God”. What a testimony that was. I wonder about my testimony, I wonder about yours. 

You think of the effect of the rapture upon this world. Enoch was one individual, but there will be myriads at the rapture that will be translated from this scene. How it will be explained away in this world I do not know. Think of the impact of it, think of the solemnity of it. There is the work of God in the saints which in itself, I believe, is a curb on the godless age in which we are; but also and more importantly so, there is the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, “he who restrains now until he be gone”, 2 Thessalonians 2: 7. After the rapture there will be no divine Person left here, and less restraint upon the evil that will be unleashed; but I want to stress that Enoch before his translation had the testimony that he had pleased God. We live in an age when every one pleases himself. Men are “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3: 4) but we can, in our testimony here and in our pathway of separation here, show that we please God. 

Now finally in 1 Thessalonians 4 I think it gives us a triumphant note at the end of the dispensation, and what we are all looking forward to, and it may be today. “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord, that we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first”. You think of the power of that assembling shout when all those who love Christ will respond to it, not one will be left out, all the dead in Christ will be raised first. What power! And then it says “then we, the living who remain”. As it stands at this moment, that is you and me, “the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds”. The world will see nothing of this, it will be an entire mystery to them; but for us it will be to be for ever with the One we have come to love, the One who died for us, the One whose face was marred more than any other man’s. That One we will see face to face, “For we see now through a dim window obscurely, but then face to face”, 1 Corinthians 13: 12. It will be “to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord”. What a prospect, what a hope! May it be before us the more. So it says, “So encourage one 

another with these words “. Can you think of anything more encouraging than to think of this. You know, beloved brethren, the more it is before us the more we will be kept steady in the little while that remains. We will not be overcome by the forces of evil, the power and the force of the apostasy that is sweeping in in Christendom, we will be held steady because of our link with Christ. The Spirit will keep Him before us so that we will have part in the Spirit and the bride saying, “Come”. 

Now in closing I would like to refer to that hymn 131, ‘O Lord, with our ears and hearts open’. It was written by a brother named Daniel Otsing from Russia. As I understand it, I say this for the sake of the younger ones, there was a small meeting in St. Petersburg before the days of the Russian revolution, and in 1917 when the revolution came that little meeting was disbanded. Daniel Otsing, I understand, was a father among them, and I believe he was sent to Siberia and never heard of again, and yet for that man the Morning Star had risen in his heart. Think of that verse, 

‘Midst darkness faith clearly sees beaming

The light of Thy coming afar; We watch for the dawn of the morning,

And hail Thee, the bright Morning Star. 

The word of Thy patience we’re keeping, 

Thy radiancy draws us apart—

A beacon us heav’n-ward attracting— 

To meet Thee, the Hope of our heart!’ 

He penned these words in a very dark day in the circumstances in which he was, for the Morning Star had arisen in his heart, a harbinger of the new day was there. May be it so with each one of us. May He bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
27 February 2010 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 13:1-18 (JND) [1] And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, towards the south. [2] And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. [3] And he went on his journeys from the south as far as Bethel; as far as the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai; [4] to the place of the altar that he had made there at the first. And there Abram called on the name of Jehovah. [5] And Lot also who went with Abram had flocks, and herds, and tents. [6] And the land could not support them, that they might dwell together, for their property was great; and they could not dwell together. [7] And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle and the herdsmen of Lot's cattle. And the Canaanite and the Perizzite were dwelling then in the land. [8] And Abram said to Lot, I pray thee let there be no contention between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen, for we are brethren. [9] Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if to the left, then I will take the right; and if to the right, then I will take the left. [10] And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Jordan that it was thoroughly watered, before Jehovah had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah; as the garden of Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as one goes to Zoar. [11] And Lot chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan; and Lot went toward the east. And they separated the one from the other: [12] Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan; and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and pitched tents as far as Sodom. …

Revelation 3:1-4 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. [4] But thou hast a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their garments, and they shall walk with me in white, because they are worthy.

Matthew 25:1-13 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; [4] but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches. [5] Now the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept. [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. [7] Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches. [8] And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us of your oil, for our torches are going out. [9] But the prudent answered saying, [We cannot,] lest it might not suffice for us and for you. Go rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves. [10] But as they went away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the [ones that were] ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut. [11] Afterwards come also the rest of the virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us; [12] but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you. …

Matthew 25:1-13 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; [4] but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches. [5] Now the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept. [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. [7] Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches. [8] And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us of your oil, for our torches are going out. [9] But the prudent answered saying, [We cannot,] lest it might not suffice for us and for you. Go rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves. [10] But as they went away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the [ones that were] ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut. [11] Afterwards come also the rest of the virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us; [12] but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you. …

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.

1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 (JND) [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

1 Corinthians 11:16 (JND) [16] But if any one think to be contentious, *we* have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God.

2 Peter 2:8 (JND) [8] (for the righteous man through seeing and hearing, dwelling among them, tormented [his] righteous soul day after day with [their] lawless works,)

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Genesis 12:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee.

Acts 7:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran,

Hebrews 11:8 (JND) [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going.

Hebrews 11:10 (JND) [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Galatians 1:4 (JND) [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (JND) [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

2 Timothy 3:4 (JND) [4] traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

1 Corinthians 13:12 (JND) [12] For we see now through a dim window obscurely, but then face to face; now I know partially, but then I shall know according as I also have been known.



SONGS OF DELIVERANCE

R. F. White 

Psalm 32: 7; 1 Timothy 1: 12–17; Romans 7: 24, 25; 8: 1, 2;  Colossians 1: 12, 13 

I have been thinking a little of this expression that occurs in Psalm 32, “thou dost encompass me with songs of deliverance”. I think a song would convey something of victory, of triumph and the idea of being encompassed means, I suppose, that in whatever direction we might look there is something that speaks of deliverance. I thought it might be illustrated in a way by what Paul says in the scriptures we have read. You will notice that the idea of giving thanks comes into each of them. A song would be an expression of thankfulness for help received. I desire to speak to the heart and soul of each one here. An address of this nature, as I understand it, is not like a teacher standing up to give a lecture, but it is rather that there might be something in the occasion that will link us freshly in our affections with divine Persons. 

David in Psalm 32 had come through a great experience with God. He had received the forgiveness of his sins. I know that most of us here, through divine grace and mercy, have had the blessed experience of the forgiveness of our sins. It is a very real and wonderful matter that in divine grace God has moved towards us in the person of Christ, and those sins that were so grievous have been forgiven through the work of the Saviour. How precious it is that we have a link together, dear brethren, on that basis, that our sins have been forgiven for His name’s sake. And, as we have been taught, and, I trust, have experienced, the Holy Spirit has been given to us that we might enjoy the blessing of that forgiveness. And so the psalmist comes to this point in the psalm and finds that God is a hiding-place for him. The God from whom we would hide as sinners, as in the previous verses, that blessed God, known to us in grace as a Saviour God, has become a source of refuge. He says, “Thou art a hiding-place for me; thou preservest me from trouble; thou dost encompass me with songs of deliverance”. This is the language of a believer who has the Holy Spirit. How blessed it is to have a hiding-place! In this troubled world, and in the midst of all that comes into our lives, the knowledge of divine Persons has come to us in grace and we have a hiding-place. 

Christ has become our Deliverer, our Saviour, and our refuge. We have known God as a Saviour God; we know the blessing of having a Father. We have a heavenly Father, who is interested in us and concerned about us and who loves us, and He has become a hiding-place for us. In all the troubles of life, the troubles of the testimony and all that comes into our experiences here below, how blessed to know God as a hiding-place and to be encompassed by songs of deliverance. I think the “songs of deliverance” mean that there has been experience with God that has resulted in some note of triumph in our souls. I trust that it is so. There are things in our lives as believers that are not easy. It may seem that the unbeliever has an easy life and a believer a difficult one in the path of faith. But I trust you know something of the blessing of having a song of deliverance in your heart, and some sense of being encompassed by the love of God, and the love of Christ; that brings a sense of joy, practically, into your being. 

I read about Paul and what an example he is for us! He sets out the truth in a way, perhaps, that no one else could. Think of what entered into the conversion of this great apostle! We have read about it in 1 Timothy, where he speaks of what he was and then what he became. Perhaps there was never such a change as that which was effectuated in the life of this man. He said, “he has counted me faithful, appointing to ministry him who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing 

man”. I do not know if any of us here have been blasphemers, or persecutors, or insolent overbearing persons, but Paul was that. And what is more, he put it into effect, it was not just what was in his mind, but there was what he did. He says, “I indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean. Which also I did ... “, Acts 26: 9. There was nothing much in Paul’s life between the thought and the action. And yet there was an intervention in his life in mercy, and he says that Christ Jesus gave him power and counted him faithful and appointed him to ministry. How blessed to think of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ expressed towards Paul! I think, by extension, of the grace of that blessed One that has been extended towards me and towards each one of us here. But Paul sets the matter out in its fulness. He says he was a persecutor and an insolent and overbearing man but mercy was shown him because he did it ignorantly and in unbelief. The Lord Jesus, in His grace, took account of Paul’s conduct as a sin of ignorance and extended mercy to him. 

What I particularly want to draw attention to, in reading this passage, is the point at which the Lord Jesus intervened in Paul’s life. Where we finished reading he speaks of God as the King of the ages. That means, I take it, that every aspect of time is under divine control. Time is a divine creation and God as King of the ages has every moment of time under His control. I sometimes wonder why it was, that being so, that Paul was allowed to go on in his life and do what he did against the saints, when the Lord knew that he was an elect vessel, one who was set apart from his mother’s womb. And yet in the ways of God he was allowed to go on and be a persecutor of the saints, before the Lord intervened in his life. We may wonder why it is that things happened as they did in the history of the testimony, or in our individual histories. Why was it that certain wrong things went on until there was a divine intervention to bring about deliverance? I suppose many of us who are a bit older wonder, as to those things that went on, why it was that we did not react sooner or see things sooner, or do things that we should have done earlier, and so on. And that may be a burden on our minds. 

But Paul was conscious that he had received mercy and that God was over the timing of it. I think it is a wonderful thing to lay hold of that. He says that “But for this reason mercy was shewn me, that in me, the first, Jesus Christ might display the whole long-suffering, for a delineation of those about to believe on him”. We can give thanks for the long-suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ. How precious to think of it in our own lives and in our own histories. There was, in the life of Paul, a full display of the Lord’s long-suffering, but that same longsuffering has met us. And so Paul can give thanks. What a song of deliverance this is! If you look back over our history collectively, what can you say, but that mercy has been shown to us? When there was nothing on our part to commend us and we were verily guilty, as Paul was, divine mercy intervened. It was because of the grace of our Lord and the glory is His. 

And so he says, “Now to the King of the ages, the incorruptible, invisible, only God, honour and glory to the ages of ages”. You look back over things and you see that God was over the timing of it all. It is not of our doing that things happen when they do. God is in it. The Lord Jesus is in it. But it is a blessed thing to be able to raise a song of deliverance and to give thanks in the acceptance of the way that things have come about through divine timing. Paul had to accept the fact that he was allowed to do what he did. It has been said, I am sure correctly, that what he did remained in his memory but not on his conscience. The matter had been met. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”, he says, “of whom I am the first”. The matter had been met righteously and fully at such a cost to that blessed One. So we can say in our own lives and in our own histories, the timing of things has been in His hands. He came into the world to save sinners and we can put our names in there alongside of Paul and say He came into the world to save me. The timing of it was in His hands, and the mercy and grace was His. And the glory is God’s and will be eternally “to the King of the ages, the incorruptible, invisible, only God, honour and glory to the ages of ages”. What a song of deliverance this is! As we look back over the years that have passed we can raise this song of thanksgiving to God, the King of the ages, who in Christ has intervened in our lives and in the history of the testimony to bring us through to where we are at the present time. The faithfulness of God is able to sustain us as we are maintained in dependence and in thankfulness. “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord”. To be preserved in thankfulness is a great thing in our lives. 

We get thankfulness referred to also in Romans 7, where we read. I think that only Paul could have written such a chapter as this, bringing out his own experience of the struggle he went through in his own soul. We have to understand that this is something that we have to face up to. All of us have inward exercises, inward struggles. We have been taught, of course, that Paul went through these struggles as a man under law, when he was in the flesh. He was seeking to do what was right under law but finding in himself something different completely. I think that no Jew could write what Paul has written without the light that he comes to in the end where we read. He says, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. A Deliverer has come onto view. The Jew under law could not say that. And Paul comes to that point when he says, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” Then it is that the light, as it were, breaks in that there is another Man. We cannot avoid these exercises and they are not easy exercises. There is the desire to do what is right and the flesh within us is warring against it. But Romans 7 is given to us by Paul for our instruction and he opens up, in a way that none other does, what he went through in the secret of his own being. 

Now we have been given the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit, I think, is with us as believers as we go through these exercises. The man under law had not got the Spirit, but now we have been given the Holy Spirit. So this chapter in Romans 7 is wonderful instruction for us so that we might get deliverance from the operations of the flesh which is within each one of us. But it is good to remember that, even before we take up these difficult exercises, the Lord Jesus Christ has become precious to us. Through Him we have peace towards God and we know in Him the value of redemption. He has become precious to us as our Redeemer. And we take up these exercises as those who know Him. So what is going to triumph in our lives? is it going to be the flesh, the desires and lusts of the flesh, or are we going to set ourselves in relation to the things of Christ? 

Paul goes through these exercises and then he comes to this point where he says, “who shall deliver me out of this body of death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. How blessed it is that there is another Man—a Deliverer! The Lord Jesus Christ personally never had these exercises. I believe I am right in saying that. These exercises are ours, because our flesh is sinful flesh. His was never such—He was without sin. He was tempted by Satan but I do not believe He ever had struggles with sinful flesh. He never could have, because it was said of Him, “the holy thing also which shall be born”, Luke 1: 35. But in us the flesh is there and we have to identify it and its operations and its workings, but how blessed it is if we can come to the point where we can say, “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. There is a Deliverer, One who is there to help us, to bring us into liberty. So he says, “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”. These inward exercises involve some necessary introspection. But then when you come to the point where you thank God through our Lord Jesus Christ there is the ability to look outwards and see that outside of ourselves God has accepted us in another Man and “There is then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”. We have been accepted in another Man and there is no condemnation towards us. 

Paul goes on to say, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death”. He sets himself there as an example for us that we might take up this song of deliverance, that the flesh might not have dominion over us. He says, “I myself with the mind serve God’s law; but with the flesh sin’s law”. The believer now is committed in his mind to God’s law. It has been said, I think helpfully, that your spirit is yourself. Your mind is a faculty. The mind helps the spirit, but the spirit is yourself. You come to it that you are committed to serve God’s law so that divine principles become paramount in your life. What a thing it is to come to that and to realise then that there is no condemnation! God is not condemning us—He is not looking on us as in the flesh. He has taken us up in another Man and He has blessed us in Christ. So this deliverance, this song of deliverance, is something that is to be maintained. We cannot let up on this because the flesh always will be with us, but then the Holy Spirit is always with us. The Holy Spirit is with us that we might be maintained in deliverance from the domination of the flesh so that we might be preserved in liberty and “in newness of Spirit” as referred to in Romans 7: 6. It is intended to be a pathway of happiness in the will of God, serving the law of God. How precious it is if we have come to something of that through these exercises so that we can sing, with Paul, this song of deliverance! 

Then in Colossians there is what is collective, something that we can enter into together. Paul says, “giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light”. Now we come to something very blessed, an operation by the Father Himself. Fitness here has been explained as capacity. It is not exactly fitness in the sense of being cleansed from our sins. As to our sins, it goes on to say that, “in whom” (that is, in the Son of His love) “we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins”. As another has said, redemption in Colossians stands related to the value of Christ to the Father. In Ephesians, redemption is through His blood. It is the infinite value of the blood to God. But in Colossians we have redemption in “the Son of his love”. So the question of our sins is cleared. But fitness here is capacity to enjoy the love of God. That is, we have been brought into the enjoyment of something that is infinitely blessed. The Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light. The portion of the saints in light is the enjoyment of all that has been secured, as I understand it, through the operations of divine grace so that all that is in the heart of God has been manifested. 

We may not be conscious of the fact, but the Father has had to do with us as believers. John’s gospel tells us that the Father drew us to Christ. We sometimes think we came of our own volition but behind that the Father was operating to draw us to Christ. And now he says, “the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness”. There has been this great divine operation to deliver us from one power, the authority of darkness. The Lord Jesus came into this world as light. It says in John, “the light appears in darkness”, John 1: 5. There was darkness here, moral darkness, the darkness of the absence of the knowledge of the love of God and the light of God. The Lord Jesus came into the world as light. How precious it was that light came in where there was darkness. The darkness apprehended it not, but there it was. He came into the world as light and the light was shed on all men. But then the Father has operated to bring us into the blessed light of Christ, the light of His beloved Son. How precious a portion that is! “Giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light”. How precious it is that we have something we share together in the enjoyment of the portion of the saints in light. The Father has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 

Everything for the Father’s pleasure is centred in that blessed One, the Accomplisher of His will, the One who is in His presence now. There is darkness all around us, you know. How persuasive, how penetrating it is—it may penetrate your soul. In Luke’s gospel there is an example of the power of darkness. You remember when they took the Lord Jesus in the garden and led him away that the Lord said, “this is your hour and the power of darkness”, Luke 22: 53. They took the One who is the object of the Father’s love, had no regard for Him nor respect for Him. They hung him on that cross. God did not intervene. It was a demonstration of the authority of darkness, the power of darkness in this world. How blessed to be in a company where we have been made fit through divine grace to appreciate and share in the portion of the saints in light! 

May we be increasingly encouraged to give thanks for that wonderful, blessed privilege. And only the Father could have done it according to this scripture. He has given us to share the portion of the saints in light. He would give us something of the enjoyment of His appreciation of Christ and also the blessed knowledge of the truth of the assembly as that which is for the comfort of Christ, to respond to His love and to know Him. May we be helped to be preserved in thanksgiving as having part in this song of deliverance that we have been given to share something of the blessing of the portion of the saints in light!

Address at Kirkcaldy
18 June 2011 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 32:7 (JND) [7] Thou art a hiding-place for me; thou preservest me from trouble; thou dost encompass me with songs of deliverance. Selah.

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (JND) [12] [And] I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me power, that he has counted me faithful, appointing to ministry him [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief. [14] But the grace of our Lord surpassingly over-abounded with faith and love, which [is] in Christ Jesus. [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first. [16] But for this reason mercy was shewn me, that in me, [the] first, Jesus Christ might display the whole long-suffering, for a delineation of those about to believe on him to life eternal. [17] Now to the King of the ages, [the] incorruptible, invisible, only God, honour and glory to the ages of ages. Amen.

Romans 7:24-25 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Romans 8:1-2 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Romans 8:1-2 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Colossians 1:12-13 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love:

Colossians 1:12-13 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love:

Psalms 32 (JND) [1] {Of David. Instruction.} Blessed is he [whose] transgression is forgiven, [whose] sin is covered! [2] Blessed is the man unto whom Jehovah reckoneth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile! [3] When I kept silence, my bones waxed old, through my groaning all the day long. …

Psalms 32 (JND) [1] {Of David. Instruction.} Blessed is he [whose] transgression is forgiven, [whose] sin is covered! [2] Blessed is the man unto whom Jehovah reckoneth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile! [3] When I kept silence, my bones waxed old, through my groaning all the day long. …

Acts 26:9 (JND) [9] *I* indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Romans 7:6 (JND) [6] but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.

John 1:5 (JND) [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not.

Luke 22:53 (JND) [53] When I was day by day with you in the temple ye did not stretch out your hands against me; but this is your hour and the power of darkness.



BEING STRENGTHENED FOR THE SERVICE OF GOD

A. M. Brown 

1 Chronicles 29: 10–13, 16; Ephesians 3: 14–21 

The scripture read in Chronicles has been in my mind, beloved brethren, particularly the reference in verse 12, “and in thy hand it is to make all great and strong”. The passage is a most remarkable one. David was marked by liberty before God. He was able to speak to God in front of the people with remarkable intelligence and affection. He had a real knowledge of God and had liberty in God’s presence. It is interesting to look at the accounts in Scripture of what David has to say in the presence of God. There is more than one account. As you read of David and his great desire that God might be praised, you are reminded that he was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13: 22). God loved him, He sought him, He brought him from the sheepfolds where he was feeding the sheep and He raised him up (Psalm 78: 70–72). There was something about the integrity of David’s heart that God admired and loved. He used such a man and He made him great and extended his kingdom. He conquered even to the Euphrates; he was a great man. 

Of all the attributes and virtues that we can think of in relation to David, his knowledge of God, and his service in the praise of God are outstanding. He was able to speak to God as knowing Him, and being conversant with God’s desires for worship and in relation to His people Israel. In 1 Chronicles 17: 24 David asks that God’s name might be magnified and that the God of Israel might be God to Israel. David knew that that was what was in God’s heart, that He desired to be God to Israel, that is, that He should be God in the hearts of the people. Not only God over them, which would be conveyed by His being God of the people, but that He should be God to them David appreciated—it was what was welling up from David’s own heart as a result of his knowledge of that blessed One and of his own experience. David’s desire was to bless and to equip the people so that they might be employed in God’s praise also. 

This passage is well known and it is often in our minds on Lord’s day morning in the service of God. When we sing Hymn 3 we are more or less singing the words that we have read tonight. David attributes everything to God, “the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the splendour, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is thine—thine, Jehovah, is the kingdom”. David speaks of God’s headship and His riches and His glory. How much David could say about God. These were not just words. David had substance in the knowledge of God. He speaks of God ruling over everything and then he says, “and in thy hand is power and might”. These were attributes of God, power and might—whatever was in God’s heart He would achieve that in His power and in His might. There would be no standing against what God purposed and what He desired. But then David adds, “and in thy hand it is to make all great and strong”. David was speaking about what God could do and would do with His worshippers, with His people. It was in God’s hand to make them great and strong. Why? So that they might worship. The very next sentence says, “And now, our God, we thank thee, and praise they glorious name”. David saw that God was able to imbue the people with greatness and strength so that they might worship Him. I do not think that the greatness and strength was with a view to the people going out, for example, to defeat their enemies; it was with a view to God being worshipped. “Now, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name”. So David appreciated the ability that God had to strengthen and give greatness to the people. He realised that God could do that, it was in God’s hand to do that. He also understood that God would act in that way so that there might be a full response to Him in worship and in praise from people made great and strengthened. 

Greatness and strength belong to God, but He was imparting them. David had it in his heart that God would impart greatness and strength. Greatness conveys the idea of resource; there is resource with God as this passage bears out. David speaks about all this store, physical things that they had prepared for the construction for the house of God. It was all from God, so there was great resource in God’s hand. He makes it available, He makes all great. The matter of greatness would bear looking into further. The scripture speaks of Barzillai as a great man (see 2 Samuel 17: 27–29; 19: 32). When he was maintaining David at the time of the rebellion he was able to bring out of his house resources to maintain the king (although he failed later). He was a great man, he had resource. Of course the One who is the greatest of all is our Lord Jesus, “He shall be great”, Luke 1: 32. What a thing is said about that blessed One. He shall be great, none greater than He. We could say that something of that greatness in Christ as Man is imparted to the saints, so that they might be active and resourceful in the worship and praise of God Himself. I think David had that in his heart. 

He does not say it is in His hand to make some of us great and strong, perhaps the king and his princes, the priests and the Levites, but he says ‘it is in Thy hand to make all great and strong’. I think David had some impression of what God was going to receive from His people. David knew that God’s desire was to secure for Himself a kingdom of priests (see Exodus 19: 6); that is, all the people. God’s desire was that all the people should be priests. The way things worked out because of failure in the people, the priesthood came down to Levi and within Levi to the family of Aaron, but God had in mind that all the people should be priests. God’s original thought was that they should be active in His service and in His praise. We can infer from this scripture that David appreciated that God had in mind that all of His people should be strengthened and should be great with a view to the service of praise. What a view David had. How fully and deeply he must have understood the heart of God, and the resources and strengthening that God had under His hand, to make available to the people. He includes all the people when he says, “And now, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name”. He gave expression to what would be in the heart of the people. He is able also to bring the people into what he says in verse 16. In that he would be like Christ as the Minister of the sanctuary, leading these praises and bringing all the saints with Him. 

In thinking of a passage in the New Testament that might give us another light on this, I thought of what Paul writes to the brethren in Ephesus. He speaks about being “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. That conveys something of the idea of greatness and strength, and of course Paul had in mind all the saints. He did not have in mind just a few in Ephesus, or only the saints in Ephesus, although he was writing to them here; he had all the saints in mind. His desire was that all the saints should be strengthened to come to the knowledge and appreciation of the revelation of God, and should respond to it. Sometimes we speak of the epistle to the Ephesians as the high point of Paul’s ministry, and that would be right. It has also been said that the brethren in Ephesus were really the high point of Paul’s ministry. They were the result of that ministry, they were the substantial fruit of his labours and of his pouring of himself out, of his expending himself in service. 

But here he gives thanks “to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” and he asks that “he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”. It echoes what David said, “in thy hand it is to make all great and strong”. Paul was able to speak here with the knowledge that Christ’s work was completed, that He was raised, ascended and glorified, and that the Holy Spirit was here indwelling believers with the power to “make all great and strong”. Paul speaks in the light of that, and his earnest desire is that the brethren to whom he is writing might be strengthened, so that “the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love”. What resource that gives to the believer! Christ dwelling in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, rooted and founded in love. How resourceful a believer is, how much substance there is to bring out in the service of God as this is true by the Spirit. It is with a view to our appreciating something of the great things of God, which are not defined here, but are alluded to in the “breadth and length and depth and height”. 

We are to apprehend them, not with a few of the saints but with all the saints. That is God’s thought. The desires of the apostle, the service of the Spirit and the desire of the Lord Jesus Himself would be that all the saints would be able to apprehend the great things of God. The result is that there is a full response. That response is in the assembly in Christ Jesus, and on the way to it the saints are filled to all the fulness of God, “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”. Then he ends with “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age and ages”, so that the response that the apostle has in mind and the response that God has in mind is full. It involves all the saints and all are made great and strong by the strengthening power of the Spirit. What a full answer to God’s coming out, what an answer to the heart of Christ. You see it in the assembly, that vessel of praise that is so responsive to God’s speaking and the Lord’s leading. What joy for the One who makes all great and strong that there is such an answer to His purpose and to His counsel. 

May these things encourage us and help us to be strengthened, to desire to absorb the divine impressions by the Holy Spirit, that can be brought out and released in the service, whether audibly or silently, because this all applies to sisters and brothers, young people and old people. All are in it; that is the great thing, one of the many great things about Christianity, that all are included, none are excluded. God desires to make all great and strong and it is in His hand to do so, “in thy hand is power and might”. May we be encouraged by these thoughts, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
25 January 2011 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 29:10-16 (JND) [10] And David blessed Jehovah in the sight of all the congregation; and David said, Blessed be thou, Jehovah, the God of our father Israel, for ever and ever. [11] Thine, Jehovah, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the splendour, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is thine: thine, Jehovah, is the kingdom, and thou art exalted as Head above all; [12] and riches and glory are of thee, and thou rulest over everything; and in thy hand is power and might; and in thy hand it is to make all great and strong. [13] And now, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. [14] But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer willingly after this manner? for all is of thee, and of that which is from thy hand have we given thee. [15] For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is no hope [of life]. [16] Jehovah our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee a house to thy holy name, is of thy hand, and is all thine own.

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

Psalms 78:70-72 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: [71] From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. [72] And he fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of his hands.

1 Chronicles 17:24 (JND) [24] Let it even be established, and let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, is God to Israel; and let the house of David thy servant be established before thee.

2 Samuel 17:27-29 (JND) [27] And as soon as David came to Mahanaim, Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, [28] brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched [corn], and beans, and lentils, and parched [pulse], [29] and honey, and cream, and sheep, and cheese of kine to David, and to the people that were with him, to eat; for they said, The people is hungry, and weary, and thirsty in the wilderness.

2 Samuel 19:32 (JND) [32] And Barzillai was very aged, eighty years old; and it was he that had maintained the king while he abode at Mahanaim; for he was a very great man.

Luke 1:32 (JND) [32] *He* shall be great, and shall be called Son of [the] Highest; and [the] Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father;

Exodus 19:6 (JND) [6] and ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak to the children of Israel.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …



EXTRACT

How real was the death of Jesus! It was no ordinary death. Elihu, in speaking to Job says, “By the breath of God frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straightened”, Job 37: 10. The death of Jesus stands alone; He was straitened in it; it was the Prince of life who lay there. “Sorrows of death”, we read, “compassed me, and the pains of hell (Sheol) gat hold upon me”; He was straitened. Such is the figure the Spirit of God employs to convey to us what Jesus endured in order that the blessing of God might come to man. He “gave himself, we are told, “a ransom for all”, 1 Timothy 2: 6. He gave Himself unto death; not death of the ordinary kind, but death involving the bearing of judgment. The blast of God was there; by the breath of God the frost comes, it says, and the waters are frozen. The north wind of divine wrath beat upon Him and the waters of death were, as it were, straitened, and there He was— and why? That I should never come into it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.447)
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Scripture references

Job 37:10 (JND) [10] By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;
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