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OUR APPRECIATION OF THE INHERITANCE

R. Taylor 

Joshua 14: 10–14 (to “of Caleb”); 13: 14, 33; 18: 7; 1 Kings 21: 1–3 

I seek help, dear brethren, to encourage our hearts, as the Spirit may be free, to a deeper appreciation of our inheritance. I feel there is a danger of it being held very loosely, and things that are held loosely soon lose their value in our eyes. That is what happened to Israel. 

The reason for their going into captivity was because they did not value their inheritance. It was not that the land was not able to support them, nor was there any lack of supply in the provision that was in the land, but they found themselves in captivity under another authority because they did not appreciate what God had given them. It has happened publicly in the western nations. The incoming of Christianity brought a great time of prosperity, but today Christian values are being very much undervalued; the result is lawlessness and a rising tide of evil that has never been seen before, and weakness of government to maintain law and order. These things have happened publicly through not appreciating what God has brought in in the incoming of Christ. Now these things come nearer home to us than that, dear brethren. There has been a great inheritance that we have been called into, but there is a danger of not appreciating it. I speak with deepest feeling, because there is a danger in my heart, as with us all, of not appreciating the great things that God has given us. As that happens we lose the joy of what may still be ours in the way of forgiveness of sins, and many other things; but as we underestimate the glory, the blessedness and richness of what God has given, we find ourselves missing the fulness of God’s blessing. It happened with Israel. 

I read these passages, that we may see that what 

happened with Israel was written for our instruction. We may learn from what happened there to value the great things that God has given us. How much He has given us to meet our needs. As we see in the history of the children of Israel, it began in Egypt where they were slaves in bondage to Pharaoh. Earlier than that, of course, God called Abraham when he was alone, but the taking up of them as a nation was there in Egypt as slaves and God called them out. What He has done to you and me in His mercy, dear brethren, is that He has called us out from a system of confusion and bondage, but to bring us into the great land that He has chosen for us. There they were, a few slaves in Egypt, but what thoughts God had for them, far more than could ever have entered into their heart at that time. It is like what Paul says, 

“Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Corinthians 2: 9. This is what He did for you and for me when He forgave us our sins, when He gave us to see the helpless, hopeless state that we were in, lost, far from God and without hope. That is where God saw us when He spoke to us about the forgiveness of our sins. In the doing of it He was calling us out from a scene of bondage and all that we lay under that we may come under the influence of His love and grace. 

Is there one here who has not heard that call of His grace, calling us to come out from all the bondage and despair in which we were held in the power of our sins, and to come into the thoughts and the purposes of His love? He did it in that lamb, by the blood on the lintel and doorposts; so that through faith in that blood there was the beginning of spiritual history with that people. What was there in that lamb in Egypt was to awaken in their hearts that there was One so dear to God. For us it is typical of the Son of His love, whom He gave to emancipate us from the thraldom and the power of sin. “He who, yea, has not spared his own son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us 

all things?” Romans 8: 32. I say again, Is your faith in that blood, or are you still wondering about the despair and bondage you are under with your sins? We would appeal that you may put your faith and confidence in God. God had great beginnings there. The power of Pharaoh and all the host of Egypt could not hold back the power of God coming in towards His people to emancipate them from Egypt and all its power and resource. God was there endearing Himself to their hearts. 

Caleb must have known something about that. He would know about that blood being on the door-posts and that lamb being in the house for four days. It was a well-known Jesus who went into death. It was a well-known lamb whose blood was shed after those four days. Caleb would know about that perfect lamb. There was nothing in it to call forth judgment. The lamb was slain, the blood was put on the lintel and the two door-posts, and the flesh was roast with fire and eaten in the house. That was the way God made to take them out from the bondage they were under. It is typical of what He has done for you and for me. Well I think Caleb knew something about that. So it says in Joshua 14 that he desired the inheritance. I would like to stir up a desire in our hearts for the inheritance. I am sure every one of us has some appreciation of it. You can see by Caleb’s remarks here that he was longing for forty-five years to be in the joy of the inheritance. That is why he was kept alive, he valued the inheritance. He valued what God had spoken about. God had given him some taste of it, as He has given you and me some taste of it. In the gospel preaching it is not only a gospel announcing forgiveness of our sins, but Gods glad tidings concerning His Son directs us to Jesus where He is. He is there for us. That is what Caleb came to realise as he went to spy out the land, when he saw Eschol’s grapes and saw something of the land that God had prepared for them. It is like what God gives us in spiritual ministry as we are together in occasions like this. He gives us some insight into that good land which Caleb, in type, embraced in his 

affections. 

It is quite interesting how far they went in the land if you look at the geography. It says they came to Hebron. Someone said, they would go to the cave of Machpelah. He would come to that tomb and he would see Abraham buried Sarah, Isaac buried Rebecca, and Jacob buried Leah. He would see there the God of his fathers. As we come into that land that is what we see, something of a God who is able to raise the dead, whose promises are all secure and centred in Christ, the Man of His counsels, the Man who has been into death and has been raised to God’s right hand. Caleb had some impression about that, not only of the God who had promised, but who was able to bring him in. He has some sense of that here as he comes into the land. It comes to this point in the history when Joshua is allocating the land by the tribes. As you read this section you get the impression that Caleb cannot wait. It was not quite his turn. Joshua was dealing with some other tribes, but Caleb as it were could not wait, he says, Give me it. It was so precious to him. He says, Jehovah has kept me alive, and I want to speak about it as persons getting the inheritance by desire. That is how things are continuing. 

We used to be told, you will get what you go in for, and that is verily true. Most, if not all, of his companions had died. You may say, they did not go in for it. But Caleb went in for it, he appreciated the ministry, he appreciated the gatherings of the saints; to bring it to our time, he valued the times and seasons of the saints being together, and he says, God has kept me alive. 

He was kept alive in his affections, but he was kept alive these forty-five years in energy, he says, “as my strength was then, even so is my strength now”. Think of God keeping alive his desire for the inheritance. May I again ask, dear brother, dear sister, Is it kept alive in your heart? 

There were the two-and-a-half tribes but it was not kept alive in their affections. They did not go over the 

Jordan to live there. They went over and they came back. Caleb had no thought of going back. But there were two-and-a-half tribes, and at this juncture I do not speak of them altogether disparagingly, for it says that Moses had given them their inheritance beyond the Jordan eastward. It is like the believer coming to appreciate what God has given you for yourself. You come to appreciate that your sins have been forgiven, you come to rest in the Saviour’s love and grace, without moving forward to live in the area that He has purposed to have you in near to Himself. These two-and-a-half tribes went over Jordan but they came back. They saw something of the land but they did not want to live in it. They saw it and it was held in their affections only objectively. Another has said about it very solemnly that they were prepared to fight for it but they were not prepared to live in it. That is very testing. 

There has been ground won through conflicts, persons at great cost have opened up the inheritance for us, and some have gone back from these conflicts to live as they did before. 

These things are very near to us and very real in the history of the testimony. Two-and-a-half tribes were content with these matters that had been given them. They had gone through the wilderness; they had known something of coming out of Egypt; they even knew something of that springing well; they had even looked at that serpent lifted up; there had been all that experience, and yet when it came to the point of living in the thoughts of divine love for them they said, No, we will live near to it but we will not be in it. 

One thing about the inheritance is, it has very clearly defined boundaries. Outside these boundaries you may carry the doctrine of the inheritance, but to enjoy the inheritance you must be inside those boundaries. Caleb wanted to be in Hebron, in type he wanted to be in the centre of all God’s thoughts and promises secured in Christ, the Man at God’s right hand. 

That is where he was wanting to live. These two-and-a-half tribes said, in effect, Well we agree with all that 

but we want to live in our own circumstances. What a disadvantage they placed themselves in! Caleb and all the others who went over had all the two-and-a-half tribes had, but they also had the great land that God had spied out for them. Think of how the spies that came back spoke about the mountains and the valleys, the springs, the grapes, the pomegranates. Those who went into the land had all that as well as what the two-and-a-half tribes had. The application for us is that we may have the terms of the truth, but where do we live? The two-and-a-half tribes soon erected a monument. They lived in the past, they knew nothing of the great system of service that was proceeding, they were very far from the ark. These people went over the Jordan but they came back. It has been the history of many souls. Most of us in our histories would feel there are times when we have gone back. That same ark that made a way through the Jordan, it is there enshrined in the land, the centre of all God’s thoughts. 

There are people who want to live in relation to the ark and all that is surrounding it. 

That is why I spoke about the Levites. The Levites’ portion was centred around the ark. They represent a very special class, persons who want the best. Indeed, they are the persons, of whom we have spoken already, who want what God has prepared for them that love Him. 

The Levites represent those that love Him. I trust every one of us in this room would enlist ourselves in the company of those that love Him. What a company they are, and the Levites would represent that. They had been tested and they showed in their affection what the two-and-a-half tribes did not show. They showed they had real affection for Christ, as we speak, and they were prepared to sacrifice, they were prepared for a separate path, they were prepared for the tribulations and the exercises of the testimony to be near the ark. And God says, I have a wonderful portion for you. They had what the others would have, too, because it says they had cities to dwell in and they had the suburbs round about 

for their cattle. God took that tribe to demonstrate to us something of the Christian’s portion today because the Levites were spread abroad. It was as if they were put into every local company of the saints, set there by God to maintain the saints in the joy and light of their inheritance. May it be so in every one of our local gatherings, dear brethren, that there are persons who are set in their minds and in their lives to maintain the thoughts of God for the brethren by themselves living in the joy and glory of them. 

As we speak of their portion, God says they had a very special part. They were not overcome by the affairs of this life. God provided for them of the best. It says, “the offerings by fire of Jehovah ... are their inheritance”. What an inheritance to have, what God was appreciating of Christ typically. These offerings would be what there was ascending to God of Christ, and the Levites were living on that. They were not living on the breakdown. As you were in their company they would not reminisce about the happenings in the wilderness, they were living on the offerings. Think of God in His grace bringing us to have that for our present portion— 

‘Love divine our present portion, 

Heaven’s choicest store’. (Hymn 135) 

God is dividing out to these Levites “the offerings by fire”. Oh, think of all that would enter into that as they would see these offerings by fire, the sufferings, the atonement, what entered into it, and they were feeding on that. There they are in every local company having the offerings as their inheritance. They were maintaining the standard. That is why Levi was divided through the rest of the tribes, it was to maintain the standard in the unity of the Spirit. 

People were bringing in other thoughts, some would want to have a wider path, some would want to reduce the thoughts of separation; the Levites were maintaining the standard, they were maintaining the unity. There was one tribe through the whole of the rest of Israel maintaining the thoughts of God; there they are feeding on the offerings by fire of Jehovah. May we set ourselves, dear brethren, to have this kind of food, to have this portion. 

God says more about them, He says, “the God of Israel is their inheritance”. What could be greater? Not only the offerings, but God Himself was their portion. Mr Darby speaks about that in his hymns too— 

‘What the God that thou has found— 

Patient, gracious, powerful, holy; 

All His grace shall there abound’. (Hymn 76) 

Mr Darby’s hymns and poetry are so beautiful, they give you an impression of a man who had God for his inheritance. It was not that the Levites were unmindful about everyday matters, but they were all the better able to attend to everyday matters at their true level because God was their portion. The great matter God would have in mind is, that even though we are in the wilderness, we come into wilderness circumstances in the conscious enjoyment of our place in the thoughts and purposes of divine love. Any other way we shall lose our way in the wilderness. But that was Caleb, the land was in him before he was in it. That is our experience at the Supper, where we have some fresh experience of our present portion in divine love. Then we are able to meet exercises in the testimony from the conscious enjoyment that God is our inheritance. 

It says too that they had the priesthood. The great service of the Levites in Joshua was to look after the ark, they carried it. At Jericho it speaks about them being on this side and that side of the ark, they were surrounding it; they were cherishing and defending the rights of Christ. 

These are the persons who are enjoying their inheritance. Oh, dear brethren, how much is open to us, how much is available for us. May the Levites and what God gave them encourage us. It says, “the Levites have no portion among you”. It does not mean they do not attend to everyday things, but they are not bogged down by them. The great purpose of their life 

was the priesthood. That involved looking after the saints, it involved entering into the exercises the brethren face in the testimony, but primarily it involved maintaining things for God. The priesthood maintained the standard, they set out God’s thoughts for the people. It says, “the Levites have no portion among you, for the priesthood of Jehovah is their inheritance”. Their great object in life was the priesthood, that God should have His portion. I feel tested in these matters as I apply them to myself. I trust all here are likewise tested. As feeling the test as to what our inheritance is, yet God has provided it, in His grace He has given us the resources that we may be maintained in the joy of our inheritance. 

In 1 Kings 21 there is someone who would try to take Naboth’s inheritance away from him. 

That is the enemy’s great effort today, among other things, but I believe primarily the enemy’s great effort is to reduce in our eyes the value of “the inheritance of my fathers”. It seemed a very fair proposition. He could have capitalised on the circumstances. The king was prepared to give him a better vineyard or its value in money. Dear fellow believer, the enemy is bidding for your soul. The enemy is bidding to try to dull your affection for Christ and His interests. He says, I will give you something else. Would it not have been easy? Yes, he could have had a much easier path. He could have had friends. Maybe Naboth was pretty much alone. It was a difficult day he was in, he must have known very restricted and limited circumstances. What an opportunity. Would he embrace it? No, he is quite definite, “Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!” 

I would like to speak for a moment of the inheritance of our fathers that has come to us. It has been won at great cost. The inheritance as we know it is here at great cost. It has been secured at great cost to Christ, we sung of that in our hymn (No.429), the cost it has been to our Lord and Saviour that we may come out of Egypt’s thraldom and bondage to come into the inheritance. It has been at great cost to the Father, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things”, Romans 8: 32. What a cost it has been to the Father to open up this inheritance to us. What a cost it has been to the Holy Spirit. We do not speak much about it, but the sufferings of the Holy Spirit in this dispensation are very real. How the Holy Spirit must have felt it in the time since Pentecost, the way He has been slighted, the way He has been set aside in clericalism and in the allying of the church with the world. The sufferings of the Holy Spirit in this present dispensation are very real, and they have gone on for nearly two thousand years. We should think more about that. The Holy Spirit has been brought to our attention of late, and we should think of how He has suffered because He, and He alone, has preserved the inheritance for our enjoyment. It has been through vessels, I know, but the sufferings of the Spirit in the dispensation to preserve the inheritance for us to enjoy it is something that needs to be appreciated more by us. The inheritance that we enjoy has come to us at great cost to divine Persons, but also at great cost to men and women and young people like ourselves. Luther stood for it; there is a man we owe something to. We owe a great deal to the martyrs. They would not give ground. There was popery, there was the church being allied with the world, the state church, oh how the Spirit feels that! Our fathers have stood for things and they preserved an area that we can enjoy the inheritance. May I leave some impression on every heart of the cost it has been for you and me to put our foot down today and enjoy the inheritance of our fathers. Further may I address us all, especially the elderly ones. What are we passing on? Is it intact? Naboth would not allow the inroads of the world. He would not allow the rich inheritance that his fathers had passed on to fall into other hands. That meant he was prepared to suffer. 

Now you say, What is the inheritance? To put it simply, it is the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. That is what we have been called into. It will soon shine in its lustre and glory when we are with Christ for ever, but today it is enjoyed in the fellowship of God’s Son, and you have been called into it, as I, through grace. May we seek to put our feet down in it, to defend it at all costs and to seek to live in the joy of the inheritance of our fathers. In it there has been the great opening up of the service of God. That is the great point I think that could be read into what Naboth says, “the inheritance of our fathers”. I trust the brethren read the early ministry and the conflicts there were. Whatever time you have been in fellowship, the service of God perhaps has seemed pretty much as it was. You may think things have always been like this. Not so, dear brethren. In the movements that we speak of as the recovery there were persons who were prepared to defend the inheritance. Light shone into their souls of a Head in heaven and a body here, and they were prepared at great cost to leave the established church. There were a few brothers meeting in Dublin in a back room in the city, and others elsewhere, of little account publicly, but they were persons who were valuing their inheritance. In those days it was a great reproach to be outside the established church. 

As time has gone on there have been conflicts that persons have gone through to hold the ground so that we may have liberty and joy in the service of God. May we appreciate the service of God as it has been opened up to us. At one time the brethren used to have the box under the table. Why is it on the table? You can find out in the ministry why we have the service of God as we have it today. Beloved servants of the Lord laboured for years to bring the saints into a greater appreciation of the service of God. There are still some dear brethren yet who break bread at the end of the meeting. Why is that? Our fathers have laboured to open up the inheritance to us. There have been Calebs who have spied out the land and they have opened it up. 

May we value, in true appreciation, the way that the truth has been opened up to us, so that we know our part as brethren with Christ. Some thought it almost blasphemy to speak of the saints in the way we would speak about them today. It is part of the inheritance of our fathers that the truth has been opened up to see the place the assembly has as the precious counterpart of Christ. That is the inheritance of our fathers. May we value and treasure it. 

May we apply ourselves to defend it as Naboth did so that it may be passed on till the Lord comes. And what will He find? He will find the inheritance being looked after. He will not find it has been overgrown by weeds; He will not find that the doctrine as to Christ and His true place in the Father’s affections has been nullified. No, He will find it alive in the affections of the saints, kept alive in the grace and power of the Holy Spirit of God. Dear brethren, may we appreciate what we have so near to hand. It will only go through in suffering. It will only go through as we are prepared to sacrifice. It will only go through as we are set to live within the boundaries. They are not boundaries man has made. Some people think they are only brethren’s ideas about things. The boundaries of the inheritance are divinely prescribed for our protection to enclose a place for Christ and the assembly. May we value it as Naboth did. May we value it as our fathers have, that the joy of it may be preserved in our hearts until the Lord comes. May we have those affections we sang about at the beginning maintained in the time of His absence, giving Him His true place, but longing for His appearing. We look forward to that day when He will come in His majesty, when He will come in His glory. He will come with His saints, those who have maintained the inheritance. Dear brethren, may it be kept alive in our affections through our intimacy with the Spirit and our dependence on Him and His service here until Christ comes, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
20 November 1999 

 


Scripture references

Joshua 14:10-14 (JND) [10] And now behold, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years, since Jehovah spoke this word to Moses, when Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. [11] I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in. [12] And now give me this mountain, of which Jehovah spoke in that day; for thou heardest in that day that Anakim are there, and great fortified cities. If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said. [13] And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance. [14] Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed Jehovah the God of Israel.

1 Kings 21:1-3 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee!

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Joshua 14 (JND) [1] And this is what the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, allotted for inheritance to them: [2] their inheritance was by lot, as Jehovah had commanded by Moses, for the nine tribes, and the half tribe. [3] For Moses had given the inheritance of the two tribes and the half tribe beyond the Jordan, but to the Levites he had given no inheritance among them. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

1 Kings 21 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] Naboth the Jizreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jizreel, by the side of the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. [2] And Ahab spoke to Naboth saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, for it is near, by the side of my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; if it seem good to thee, I will give thee its value in money. [3] And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to thee! …

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?



THE REST OF OUR TIME

J. Webster 

1 Timothy 4: 13–16; Psalm 73: 1–5, 13–26; 119: 97–104; Hebrews 10: 23–25 

We are in the last days, beloved, and we do not know how many days might be left. Peter says that we can spend the rest of our time for the will of God (see 1 Peter 4: 2). That would encourage us all here, young ones and older ones, that we might be here as persons who are committed to the will of God and committed to the testimony of our Lord. There are gods many and lords many, the world is full of them, but Paul says, “to us there is one God, the Father ... and one Lord. Jesus Christ”, 1 Corinthians 8: 6. It is said in another scripture that other lords have had dominion over us; that is true but now, as believers, we have come to know the One Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ. What a Lord He is! What a Master He is! He is One who has set out the pathway of the will of God in absolute committal, involving giving up that life which was so precious to God. Think of the life of the Lord Jesus as Isaiah speaks of Him, “he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground”, Isaiah 53: 2. The Father watched Him growing up. We have Him referred to at the age of twelve, then at the age of thirty. 

That blessed Man who was here for the will of God laid His life down in love. It says, “I love my master, my wife, and my children”, Exodus 21: 5. Think of His love for His Master! His love for God! The Lord Jesus moved here as a Man dedicated absolutely to the will of God; morning by morning He had His ear opened to hear the word of God. In John 11, when Lazarus had died, it says of the Lord Jesus that He remained two days in the place where He was. Another has said that He waited for the Father’s word to go there. He did not go until it was the Father’s time; every step of the Lord Jesus was in relation to the will of God. He is not here, He has gone out of this world by way of the cross, and He is now the centre of another world. I wonder if we all appreciate something of the One who is centre of that world, the Son of God. It says of Saul that after his conversion he straightway preached Jesus, that He is the Son of God. He is the centre of another world, where you can fix all your hopes with absolute certainty and assurance. There are joys connected with that world which are not mingled with the sorrow which marks this world. 

Think of the features that mark this world, illustrated in the men that came to David in distress and in debt, and of embittered spirit (1 Samuel 22: 2). The world is full of those kind of things at the present time. It says that the whole world lies in the wicked one. But there is another world, in which the Lord Jesus is calling us to have part. It speaks of those who are counted worthy to have part in that world and the resurrection. 

In the meantime, until the Lord Jesus comes, we are left to tread our pathways through this world. He has been here and men refused Him; they said, We will not have this Man to reign over us. They would have Barabbas rather than Christ. People had to make a decision between Barabbas and Christ, and I think they would have chosen anybody rather than Christ. 

They would not have this Man to reign over them, and we see the results in this world presently even with the best that men can do. We pray for men, and we pray for those that rule in view of conditions of peace where the people of God can find their way through; but in spite of all their efforts you think of the conditions which prevail in this present world. 

There is a day coming when this blessed Man, into whose hands the Father has committed everything, will rule over the whole scene. God says, This is My Man. He is capable of ruling the whole world. He will do that in a day to come, and those who suffer with Him in the present time, will be with Him in that time. What a prospect that is beloved! Does it not fill your heart to know that the One whom men refused will 

come amid His holy myriads. In the meantime we are left in this world and my exercise for myself and for all of us, especially the young people growing up, is that we are committed to the Lord Jesus. 

I read these scriptures that refer to reading and prayer and meditation and assembling ourselves together. These are important matters, and I think our committals are seen in our manner of life. They said of the Lord Jesus at one point, Whence has this Man all these things? They wondered where He got it all, and there is something about a Christian which men do not understand. The best thing, if you are committed to the Lord Jesus, is to go on quietly in your links with Him. 

I read this scripture where Paul is exhorting Timothy, “Till I come, give thyself to reading”. The matter of reading is very important. We are in a very privileged area in this country. There are some countries where persons have to learn another language before they can get the benefit of some of these books that we have in the English language. We are living in a very favoured position with so many books on our bookshelves. I would encourage us to go in for reading. I am not saying what we should not read but rather what we should read. Paul speaks in the second epistle to Timothy, instructing him to bring the books, especially the parchments (2 Timothy 4: 13). Paul had his books, and Daniel understood by the books certain things. If you want to understand you have to read the books, and especially the Scriptures. We may look back on our histories and feel how much time we have wasted, but we have the rest of our time. This applies, of course, as much to the sisters as it does to the brothers; you have to read the books and read the Scriptures. There is no substitute for the Scriptures, and the more you read them the more you realise how much there is to know, and how little your knowledge is. 

I have been impressed lately, in reading Mr Taylor’s 

ministry, with the width of knowledge that marked the man in relation to almost any subject that came up in the meetings. I believe it really was by occupation with the things of God. I believe God would give us that kind of knowledge as we follow up things in the word of God. In Luke 4 it says of the Lord Jesus, “he found the place where it was written” (Luke 4: 17). So we feel tested sometimes as we have to go to concordances, but there is nothing wrong in using such helps to locate a scripture. I would encourage our young people here to spend a little time in reading the Scriptures, and a little time in reading the ministry. Mr Taylor, Mr Coates and others have served well in ministry in the history of the testimony. So Paul says, “give thyself to reading”. Then he says, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them “. The footnote refers back to Luke’s gospel where the Lord Jesus said at the age of twelve, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” (Luke 2: 49). The Father’s business was what the Lord Jesus was occupied in; He was a carpenter, son of a carpenter, but He was occupied in His Father’s business. So I would encourage our young people to go in for reading; spend some time in reading the Scriptures every day. You find that you learn a little as you go on; you gather up something in your own treasury. The Lord said to the disciples, “Have ye understood all these things?”, and they said, “Yea, Lord”, and He said, “For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old”, Matthew 13: 51, 52. So you gather things up and you have a treasury; you can bring out from your treasure things new and old. When you come to the meetings you can bring something out of your treasury. 

I refer to Psalm 73 which refers to the matter of prayer, and that is essential. Along with the reading of the Scriptures and the ministry there needs to be prayer. There is no substitute for it. The Lord Jesus, especially 

in Luke’s gospel, is marked by praying. You might say that the Lord Jesus was God and knew everything, but before He selected the twelve apostles it says that He spent the night in prayer to God. I refer to Asaph because I have felt like Asaph sometimes as he says, “my steps had well nigh slipped”. He was looking around and he saw persons in the world who had no problems, but just took life as it comes. In one sense the Christian feels things more deeply and keenly than persons in the world. There are a lot of burdens to be carried by the believers and sometimes it may be that you look around and think that all the problems are where you are. That is what Asaph felt when he looked around and said, “I was envious at the arrogant”. It is one of the things that marks persons in the world. Certain things mark the last day as Paul says to Timothy, “men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant ...”, 2 Timothy 3: 2. Arrogance and pride are features of this world, and marked Saul of Tarsus before his conversion. 

So Asaph was envious of them, but then he says in Psalm 73: 17, “Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; then understood I their end”. There is an area that you can go in at any time, beloved. Whatever the circumstances in the world around you, whatever your circumstances might be, you can go into the presence of God where everything is tranquil and at rest; there are no problems there, everything is at peace in the presence of God. Asaph was a singer, and he went into the presence of God. It has often been said that when you go in there God may not change the circumstances but He changes you. So Asaph came out, obviously the circumstances were still the same, but he got a different view of them; and you can do that. It says of David that he went in and sat before Jehovah. Think of going in there, maybe not that you want anything, but just going into the presence of God. You get a view of Christ when you go in there, the Man with whom God is absolutely satisfied. He has accomplished everything for God, He has gone in and sat down there. So you can go into the sanctuaries of God and when you come out you will get a different view of everything in this world. Men look around in this world and see the prospects, great opportunities in the world. But it does not last for ever, it only goes on for a time. Moses chose rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasures of sin. They are only temporary, but men look at them and they see the opportunities; but the lover of Jesus looks around this world and sees a world which has rejected Christ. 

Asaph says when he comes out, “Truly thou settest them in slippery places”. We should feel for persons around, God thinks about men, He is the preserver of all men. Matthew tells us, “he makes his sun rise on evil and good, and sends rain on just and unjust” (Matthew 5: 45). 

What a God He is! He is thinking about all men and we should feel for men. We are told to pray for kings and those in dignity. When Asaph came out from the presence of God he saw that these persons were really in a very dangerous position. Paul says, “having no hope, and without God in the world”, Ephesians 2: 12. What a position to be in! We should value, beloved brethren, the position that through grace we have been brought into, and we should be in it as committed to it, as “not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner”, as Paul says (2 Timothy 1: 8). 

Then he says, “How are they suddenly made desolate! they pass away, consumed with terrors”. What do men have without Christ? So we should not envy men in this world who may be prospering materially, but we want to go in for the things which are eternal. So as he comes down, you might say he is forgetting about the wicked, he says, “Nevertheless I am continually with thee—thou hast holden my right hand”. You get an impression that there is something far better. Forget about all that you see around in the world; there is something better and it is connected with another Man in another world. He says, “Nevertheless I am continually with thee—thou hast holden my right hand; Thou wilt guide me by thy counsel, and after the glory, thou wilt receive me”. What a prospect we have, beloved! Then he says, “Whom have I in the heavens? and there is none upon earth I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth—God is the rock of my heart and my portion for ever”. It is what God can be to us. It says in Corinthians, “Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith the Lord ... and I will be to you for a Father”, 2 Corinthians 6: 17. Think of what God would be to us! even when things are difficult in this world. 

Now in referring to Psalm 119, I was thinking of the matter of meditation because it is something that we need to pay attention to. I think it links with the clean animals in Leviticus 11, which had a cloven hoof and chewed the cud. The cloven hoof means that we are marked by the feature of separation; it is essential that we are not going on with this world, as you might say hand in glove with the world; we are separate from the world. But then they chewed the cud, and I think that links with this thought of meditation. The expression ruminate has been used. We turn things over, these wonderful things of God, we turn them over in our minds and think about them. It says of Mary that she “kept all these things in her mind, pondering them in her heart”, Luke 2: 19. I think God helps us in that way if we think about the things of God. We need to take a little time to turn over these things. Paul says, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”, 2 Timothy 2: 7. 

We are living in a busy world, we do not have time for this and that and the next thing, but if we want to prosper spiritually we have to take time for these things. So let us take time to think over the things that we read in the Scriptures. The Lord is taking account of persons who are interested. What tremendous opportunities are open for interested persons! Are you interested in these things? We want to arouse one another’s interest in these things, especially our young 

people; these are things that are far better than any opportunities in this world. We have to do with things in this world and we are not making little of that, but do not let us neglect the things which are so important, which are unseen but are eternal. 

The psalmist says here, “Oh how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day”. The Lord Jesus had it in His heart, “thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 8. You think of the Lord Jesus, the One who was the perfect model in everything. He had the law of God in His heart. 

He knew it, but He had it in His heart. Do you love the law of God? I wonder how much we think about these things. Maybe some impression from these meetings today has come home to you. Think it over, turn it over in your mind and do not let it go. It says in Matthew 13, the wicked one comes and catches away what was sown in the heart; he takes it away lest it bear some fruit for God. If you have some impression from these meetings, even if it is just one thing, hold on to it, turn it over in your mind and think about it. He says, “Thy commandments make me wiser than mine enemies; for they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers; for thy testimonies are my meditation”. I just want to leave this thought that the psalmist was meditating upon God’s precepts, meditating upon them all the day. We can turn these things over in our mind at any time. I think it is very important that we go into God and pray, and take a little time to think about these things. 

Persons get worried, we all do at times worry about things, and it is a great preservative to think about these positive things. Paul says, “whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble ... whatsoever things are of good report”, we often think about the things that are of bad report, but “whatsoever things are of good report ... think on these things ... and the God of peace shall be with you”, Philippians 4: 8, 9. I think it is a great preservative to be thinking about these positive things that we get in the Scriptures and in the meetings. 

I refer now to this word in the epistle to the Hebrews, “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”. It is an important matter. It is very encouraging, I find, how the young people support and attend the meetings, and we just want to encourage one another, as it says here, “by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near”. The day is drawing near; we may not have the opportunity of being here as committed to the interests of our Lord, the testimony of our Lord, for very much longer. This dispensation has run on now for nearly two thousand years and we may not be much longer here in a world which is adverse. In the world to come, every adversary will be put under Christ’s feet, there will be no evil occurrent. The present time is when we can have the privilege of being committed to our Lord in a world which has rejected Him. 

So it says, “Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, for he is faithful who has promised”. God is faithful, He abides faithful. Then it says, “let us consider one another for provoking to love and good works”. It does not involve much skill to provoke in a negative sense, that is very easily done, you can just say a word out of place, and you regret it as soon as you have said it. But provoking one another to love and good works calls for skill. How could we do that? Just provoke one another so that somebody does something right without even thinking about it. Then it says, “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom is with some; but encouraging one another”. We are in a sympathetic area where we can encourage one another to go in for these things, they are well worthwhile. Chapter 12 

of this epistle tells us to have our eyes looking steadfastly on Jesus the Leader and Completer of faith. What an object He is! Let us have our eye upon Him, and let us go through in the time that remains, whether it is long or short, as committed to Him. Let us occupy ourselves with these things; these are simple things, but they are essential. If you want to prosper spiritually you have to give some time to reading, prayer, meditation and assembling with the saints. These are very wholesome matters, and I commend them to us all, especially our young people. We would like to see our young people prospering. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
2 September 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 4:13-16 (JND) [13] Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. [14] Be not negligent of the gift [that is] in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy, with imposition of the hands of the elderhood. [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all. [16] Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee.

Psalms 73:1-26 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. [4] For they have no pangs in their death, and their body is well nourished; [5] They have not the hardships of mankind, neither are they plagued like [other] men: [6] Therefore pride encompasseth them as a neck-chain, violence covereth them [as] a garment; [7] Their eyes stand out from fatness, they exceed the imaginations of their heart: [8] They mock and speak wickedly of oppression, they speak loftily: [9] They set their mouth in the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth. [10] Therefore his people turn hither, and waters in fulness are wrung out to them. [11] And they say, How can God know, and is there knowledge in the Most High? [12] Behold, these are the wicked, and they prosper in the world: they heap up riches. …

Psalms 119:97-104 (JND) [97] MEM. Oh how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the day. [98] Thy commandments make me wiser than mine enemies; for they are ever with me. [99] I have more understanding than all my teachers; for thy testimonies are my meditation. [100] I understand more than the aged, because I have observed thy precepts. [101] I have refrained my feet from every evil path, that I might keep thy word. [102] I have not departed from thy judgments; for it is thou that hast taught me. [103] How sweet are thy words unto my taste! more than honey to my mouth! [104] From thy precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false path.

Hebrews 10:23-25 (JND) [23] Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, (for he [is] faithful who has promised;) [24] and let us consider one another for provoking to love and good works; [25] not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the custom [is] with some; but encouraging [one another], and by so much the more as ye see the day drawing near.

1 Peter 4:2 (JND) [2] no longer to live the rest of [his] time in [the] flesh to men's lusts, but to God's will.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

1 Samuel 22:2 (JND) [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men.

2 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Luke 4:17 (JND) [17] And [the] book of the prophet Esaias was given to him; and having unrolled the book he found the place where it was written,

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Matthew 13:51-52 (JND) [51] Jesus says to them, Have ye understood all these things? They say to him, Yea, [Lord]. [52] And he said to them, For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man [that is] a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

2 Timothy 3:2 (JND) [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane,

Psalms 73:17 (JND) [17] Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; [then] understood I their end.

Matthew 5:45 (JND) [45] that ye may be [the] sons of your Father who is in [the] heavens; for he makes his sun rise on evil and good, and sends rain on just and unjust.

Ephesians 2:12 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

2 Corinthians 6:17 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you;

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Leviticus 11 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the animals which ye shall eat of all the beasts which are on the earth. [3] Whatever hath cloven hoofs, and feet quite split open, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts that shall ye eat. …

Luke 2:19 (JND) [19] But Mary kept all these things [in her mind], pondering [them] in her heart.

2 Timothy 2:7 (JND) [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things.

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Philippians 4:8-9 (JND) [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things. [9] What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, these things do; and the God of peace shall be with you.



EXTRACTS

By the Spirit, God has a living voice to us, and I want to hear that voice. We come into the kingdom, and the fact of being there brings us to the house, and then I am conscious that there is a living voice that speaks and that brings me to the assembly. Where there is natural vitality there is power to throw off humours, and so, spiritually, there is the power to throw off spiritual humours, malice, guile, hypocrisy, etc. We have to see to the building up of spiritual affections; then by the sincere milk of the word food becomes assimilated. The Holy Spirit came to establish the kingdom, i.e., the sway, the domination of grace, but as He did not become incarnate He must have a dwelling-place, and therefore He formed the house. 

Both Peter and Paul preached the kingdom. It began to be announced by the Lord. There is power down here to maintain the kingdom, because the Holy Spirit is here, and if He is here we have the house and the living voice of the Holy Spirit. God is speaking, He is not silent now. We have the scripture, but we get also a living voice; so he that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 

There would be no kingdom here if there were not a power here commensurate with the authority at the right hand of God. The kingdom is the education for the church. The saints in early days were taught of the Holy Spirit before they had the written word; the living voice of the Holy Spirit was here. Everything has to be tested by Scripture; your appeal has to be to the law and the testimony, and all that is not according to the scripture has to be refused, but I do maintain that there is the living voice of the Spirit to be heard. Think of the mighty voice of God in His house in the early days of Christianity! The power is there still, but the vessel is marred, and therefore the effect of that mighty voice is less apparent. A distinguished servant like Timothy had to learn how to behave himself in the house of God; great as he was, he had to order his conduct according to the house. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 4, pp.25, 26) 

Scripture may confirm itself, but does not necessarily repeat. One scripture is enough to establish any point, as John 10: 35 shows. Some would make the Old Testament secondary, or a matter of detail, but the New Testament constantly insists on the equality of the Old Testament with itself. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 67, p.580) 

The “crown” is the distinction and glory which saints have as cherishing Christ and His thoughts of the assembly. There is an unremitting effort to take it away, and it is needful to “hold fast”. Religious literature is often very subtle and ensnaring, and many suffer more loss than they are aware of by reading it. Keep yourself in the atmosphere of Scripture, and feed on spiritual ministry. I remember when newly converted coming to the conclusion that it was well to read the best that is available, and I commend this as a good principle to young believers. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Revelation’, pp.57, 58) 
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Scripture references

John 10:35 (JND) [35] If he called *them* gods to whom the word of God came (and the scripture cannot be broken),
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