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“THE NIGHT ALSO IS THINE”

J. Spinks

Psalm 74: 16; 1 Corinthians 11: 23–26 Leviticus 6: 8, 9 

I would like to speak a little on what there is here for the pleasure of God in the night of Christ’s rejection; that is the present period. The believer is not of the night, he is a son of day. He does not belong to this world, he belongs to another world. The psalmist says here, 

“The day is thine”. Well, God will have His day. That is the day the believer looks for, when our Lord Jesus will be publicly vindicated and bring in a rule of blessing to this sad world. 

What a prospect! I trust everyone here is among those who love His appearing. It is good to think that there is something better before us. For the worldling, his day is fast drawing to a close, but for the believer the best is yet to come. It goes on to say, “The night also is thine”. 

This world is going through its night season, but God is in control. You may say, ‘Where is the evidence of it?’ You look around and see the proliferation of evil, especially in these great cities of the world where there is the practice of every corruption imaginable. What a sad scene it is! We are told “The whole world lies in the wicked one”, 1 John 5: 19. Do we feel that? Do we feel the degradation of man? Nevertheless we can take comfort from a scripture like this and be assured that God has His hand over everything. 

Then the psalmist says, “Thou halt prepared the moon and the sun”. You will remember that when God acted in creation He made “the great light to rule the day”; that looks forward to the return of Christ 

when He will bring in a reign of blessing. Then it goes on to say, “and the small light to rule the night”, Genesis 1: 16. You may say, I can understand the beneficial effect of the sun, with its life-giving fructifying power, but the moon, what does it do? Well, I will tell you one thing that it does—I speak to the young people—as well as shedding its light on the earth it influences great masses of water. It is something to think about. The moon has its influence on the earth, and the tides can be predicted to the minute, years and years ahead. I believe it speaks in some way of the heavenly influence of the saints during this present period. You look around and everywhere you see the evidence of man’s lawlessness, the disregard of everything that is of God. Then if you looked a bit further, what would you see? You would see that God has a praying people here and that He is acting in relation to the prayers of His people. I often think of that. Whatever the time, day or night, you can think of it. You can wake up in the middle of the night and think of the prayers that are rising to God. 

I do not think there has been a time since the Lord went on high when there has not been unceasing prayer to God, and God is acting through the prayers of His people. He has a praying people. Would you not like to be among them? Would you not like to be among the persons that God listens to in the night season? You say, I am just young; I do not have much intelligence as to these things. But God loves to hear your prayers. Do you know why? 

Because it reminds Him of Jesus, that is why! When the Lord Jesus was here He spent a large part of His time in prayer. What an example! When God sees a believer praying, however young, however simple, it reminds Him of Christ. Is that not a beautiful thing? The night will soon give way to the day, but during the night season God is outshining in 

Christ. Outshining in the face of a blessed Man whose last public utterance, as far as this world was concerned, was, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”. Luke 23: 34. Think of that! Was there ever such a prayer as that? God listened, you know; heaven listened to that prayer. God has taken account of it. He is going on with man in his lawlessness because of that intercession of Christ and because of the prayers of His people. 

There is that which restrains. He who restrains is the Holy Spirit. How does He do it? We cannot limit Him in any way, but I have no doubt it is largely through the prayers of the saints. God is taking account of the whole evil course of things in this world. He is soon to bring in the Man of His choice, but in the meantime He is working through the prayers of His people and keeping control of the night. 

I refer now to the scripture in Corinthians, a passage that affects every believer. Paul writes, 

“For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body”. How affecting it is! Think of His feelings as He could say, “The hand of him that delivers me up is with me on the table” (Luke 22: 21), the Lord feeling it all, yet making this wonderful provision for His lovers, this great rallying point, the Lord’s supper. 

Dear brethren, what a privilege it is that we can gather in peace and quiet, without any interference, to remember the Lord Jesus. It is a privilege that pertains to the present period. 

We shall not need it in heaven; there we shall be eternally with the Lord. Dear young one, would you not like to remember the Lord Jesus and to find your part among those who rally to His name during the night of His rejection? You know, that night continues, and it is intensifying. There is that 

which ostensibly bears the name of Christ and yet is giving up every precious truth that relates to the glory of His Person. 

The spirit of apostasy is rising on every hand and these precious truths that have been delivered to us are being given up by those who are professing Christians. How the Lord feels these things! It has been said that when Judas went out from that favoured circle, in John 13, he carried into the world the spirit of betrayal, and that spirit has come right down to the present time. We shall gather on Lord’s day morning, if we are left here; we shall see the emblems on the table and think of His precious words, “This is my body, which is for you”. 

You say, It was for God. Surely; it certainly was for God. Primarily that is what the Lord came in for “Lo, I come … to do, O God, thy will “(Hebrews 10: 7), but then how affecting it is, “This is my body, which is for you”—you think of that; it was for you. Dear young brother and sister, it is for you that Christ died; that body was committed unto death for you, in order that you might be sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Then, “In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood—this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me”. How much there is in that! How little I feel able to speak about these precious things. You will remember that when the soldier pierced the side of Jesus, scripture tells us He was already dead. That precious blood flowed from a dead Christ. It was a witness to the whole universe that the question of sin had been cleared to God’s complete satisfaction. On the day of atonement in Leviticus 16 the blood of the sin-offering was brought in and sprinkled on the mercy-seat and seven times before the mercy-seat. I 

believe it relates to this; God is testifying to the universe that every outstanding matter has been met righteously by the precious blood of Christ. What a thing it is! We are privileged to gather Lord’s day after Lord’s day and look upon, and partake of, these precious emblems. 

You young sisters can bring in something of Christ; you will find that someone will voice it. 

Your thoughts about the Lord Jesus will enrich the meeting. You cannot take part audibly, but you will find that some brother will give expression to your appreciation of Christ, and quite apart from that, God can look into your heart and feed on what is there. God feeds on Christ, and these impressions you have, however small you may think them to be, are precious to Him, and He provides occasions for His people to gather and present what they have of Christ. 

In the passage we read in Leviticus 6 we have the law of the burnt-offering, and the fire on the altar had to be kept burning all night. That would be a testing time. No doubt the priests would be kept busy as, in the measure of their intelligence, they would present their offerings, but there comes a time when those activities cease and the fire has to be kept burning all night. That would be a testing time, would it not? Nights can be long sometimes. You ask older brethren and you will find that the night seasons can be long; but this fire is to be kept going all night. What does it mean? It means that you have affection in your heart for Christ and you are not going to let it go out; you are going to maintain it in its brightness. That appreciation of Christ, these impressions of His suffering love, you are going to keep them kindled, keep them bright, keep them warm. The meetings are a great advantage in this. You come to the meetings a little jaded sometimes, and 

as the brethren converse over the truth you find that little flame you have kindles up. Then as we meet in the households of the saints—not that we are able to sustain much—but if we sustain some conversation related to the things of God it all helps to keep the fire burning. 

We also must not neglect private reading and prayer. How it should affect us. How it should deliver us from the whole system of things in the world that crucified the Saviour. The night remains the same; however much of a facade the enemy puts on it—and when we are young the world can seem very attractive—it is still the night in which He was delivered up. 

Leviticus 6; this relates to the priests, the priesthood. If we think of that in worldly terms we think of great buildings, ceremonialism, and ostentatious garments. All these things mean nothing to God. Dear young believer, I want you to think of what true priesthood is to God. 

He sees a believer coming up with something in his heart. He has some appreciation of Christ, and God delights in it. So in the previous chapters we get the service of the priests, the sons of Aaron. The offerer comes up with a bullock, or whatever he brings, and the priest is able to present it in a way that is pleasing to God. What does it all mean? It means that as we grow in our appreciation of the Lord Jesus, grow in the knowledge of Him, we are the more able to bring what is of Christ and present it in a way that is pleasing to God. 

He loves to see His people come up with their hands filled. They do not appear before Him empty. The gospel hymn says, ‘Nothing in my hand I bring’; those are the right and suitable sentiments of a sinner who has forsaken his own righteousness, but they are not the rich sentiments of a priest. A priest comes up with something of Christ and he is able to present it in a way that is pleasing to God. 

I believe that is one reason God is prolonging the present period; He is delighting in what His people are bringing. He loves it. Every one of us, down to the youngest, can present something of Christ. However small your impression, bring it in. It says of John the baptist, 

“He was the burning and shining lamp”, John 5: 35. I do not think there will be any shining unless there is the burning. That means that what you have in your heart, that appreciation of Christ that has been placed there sovereignly by God, is kept burning; you keep it going all night until the morning. 

I have a book of ministry that belonged to an old sister who is now with the Lord. There are little marks on it by passages that impressed her. There is one passage where the writer was going over the glories of Christ. She had underlined it and written in the margin, ‘Praise and bless His glorious name’. Is that not wonderful? You see, she was a sister who was keeping the fire burning; she was keeping it going all night until the morning. The morning will soon come for us all. Let us be encouraged, dear brethren, to keep this fire going. May these occasions encourage and stimulate us in love for Christ during the little while that is left, and may we keep the fire going until the morning, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
9 January 1988 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 74:16 (JND) [16] The day is thine, the night also is thine; *thou* hast prepared the moon and the sun:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

Leviticus 6:8-9 (JND) [8] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [9] Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt-offering; this, the burnt-offering, shall be on the hearth on the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it.

1 John 5:19 (JND) [19] We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the wicked [one].

Genesis 1:16 (JND) [16] And God made the two great lights, the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Luke 22:21 (JND) [21] Moreover, behold, the hand of him that delivers me up [is] with me on the table;

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Leviticus 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] If any one sin and act unfaithfully against Jehovah, and lie to his neighbour as to an entrusted thing or a deposit or [that in which] he hath robbed or wronged his neighbour, [3] or have found what was lost, and denieth it, and sweareth falsely in anything of all that man doeth, sinning therein; …

Leviticus 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] If any one sin and act unfaithfully against Jehovah, and lie to his neighbour as to an entrusted thing or a deposit or [that in which] he hath robbed or wronged his neighbour, [3] or have found what was lost, and denieth it, and sweareth falsely in anything of all that man doeth, sinning therein; …

John 5:35 (JND) [35] *He* was the burning and shining lamp, and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.



THE TOUCH OF JESUS

J. Strachan 

Mark 5: 22, 23, 35–43; Luke 13: 10–17; Matthew 20: 29–34 

I would like to say something tonight about what 

can be effected by the touch of Jesus. God made the creation; He created everything, as it says, “He spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast”, Psalm 33: 9. That was God’s power in creation. There is a testimony all around us as to that. But, you know, when He wants to reach men, He does not simply do that by His power, He gets alongside us. He came near to men in the Person of Jesus, His beloved Son, and He actually touched persons. 

He did not stand a long way off and do things by His power. He could do that; He could do things at a distance and effect things by His word, but the wonder of it was that He came near to men in the Person of Jesus and touched people. The Lord Jesus Christ is no longer here, but the same character of things is operating today. God is drawing near to persons through the glad tidings. Peter says in his prayer in the beginning of the Acts, “give to thy bondmen with all boldness to speak thy word, in that thou stretchest out thy hand to heal”, Acts 4: 29, 30. God is stretching out His hand to heal persons, and He is doing it by the word, brought near to us by persons like ourselves. How wonderful that is. God in His grace getting alongside of men, even by means of their fellow-men, so that the healing touch of God in Jesus may be brought to us. It is something that should affect us. Where maybe we have gone on without God, we should be turned to God. Where we have gone on missing the blessing God has for us, we may get the blessing. Where we have gone on with problems and difficulties, we can get them all solved by the healing touch of Jesus coming to us in the gospel. 

It has been made possible by the work He has accomplished, the work of redemption. He not only went about here healing persons and doing good, but He went to the cross, and He accomplished the work of redemption when He suffered and died and His precious blood was shed. Paul says, “Christ died 

for our sins”, 1 Cor.15: 3. The whole matter that had caused the difficulty between God and men was taken up by the Lord Jesus and resolved at the cross. All was resolved to God’s glory, so that God could be free to come out and unfold His heart to men, and unfold His ways in blessing. Christ was buried. He lay there for three days and three nights in the grave; then He was raised from among the dead, He was caught up to heaven, He was glorified, exalted; what a place Jesus has been given in heaven! It is from that place that the gospel comes. It is from that place that healing is coming for men. It is from Jesus glorified that blessing is flowing to men tonight, to persons such as you and I, just ordinary people. God is not taking up specially the high and exalted persons in the world; the gospel is for them as well, of course, but it is for everybody; God is interested in the ordinary people of the world, and such can have the greatest blessings. One lady of high degree said that she was thankful for the letter ‘m’ because it says, “not many high-born”, 1 Corinthians 1: 26. It does not say, 

‘not any’, but “not many”; that let her in. Anyone can come into the blessings that God is offering tonight in Jesus; He desires that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. What a heart God has! It has been expressed in Jesus and that is why I read these scriptures. 

First of all we have a young girl, just twelve, whose father was concerned about her because she was at extremity. He says, “My little daughter is at extremity; I pray that thou shouldest come and lay thy hands upon her so that she may be healed, and may live”. It is right for parents to be concerned about their children, not only as to physical and material things, but also as to moral and spiritual things. He was concerned that she should live. And, you know, this is put down in the Scriptures 

for us not just on account of natural life. It is something more. This little girl was at extremity, and there are many people like that, at extremity. They are needing a touch from God to make them live. That is the only thing that will make persons live according to God—

not just to live a natural life, but to live in relation to God. People live without God in this world and without hope. God wants them to live in relation to Himself. This man had right feelings, but what he realized was that this girl needed a touch from Jesus. Everybody needs a touch from Jesus. Parents need to realize that, that their faith will not do for the children. It needs a direct living touch from the Lord Jesus for the children. That is important for young persons to realize too, that you need a living touch from the Lord Jesus. 

“While he was yet speaking, they come from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying. Thy daughter has died”. There was no hope—apart from Jesus. He says to the ruler, “Fear not; only believe”. Fear not! Faith may be tested; the faith of parents may be tested, but do you believe that what Jesus has done for you. He can do for your children? So He put them all out; He only allowed Peter and James and John and the father and the mother to go in with Him. There is this crowd, you see, and they are causing tumult, weeping and wailing greatly. 

Human sentiment will do nothing to bring about life, nothing at all. We make much of human sentiment sometimes but it will never make anybody live according to God. What it needed was that Jesus should come into the situation. So He comes where the child is lying, “And having laid hold of the hand of the child, he says to her, Talitha koumi, which is, interpreted, Damsel, I say to thee, Arise”. Here was the touch of Jesus. Here was the voice of Jesus. Here was the voice of the One who will cause the dead to come out of their graves. 

Here is the voice of One who can make persons who are morally dead live according to God. 

What a wonderful thing, in a world where persons are marked by moral death, that He can cause them to live. Oh, there is a touch and a voice here, and there is a word for this girl herself, “Damsel, I say to thee, Arise”. It is a wonderful thing to get a word from Jesus for yourself. We speak about the Lord giving someone a touch, and that is all it needs, just a word, a word for yourself. Saul of Tarsus got a word for himself, “Why persecutest thou me?”, Acts 9: 4. Think of the grace of that! He was persecuting the lovers of Christ, going on the way to Damascus to accomplish that very mission, and the Lord in His grace arrested him. Well, He would give us a word personally. We have a gospel preaching; someone is speaking and everybody hears it, and that is fine so far; but Jesus would maybe address someone in the room personally, as if there was no one else present, just yourself and Jesus, and you are conscious that He is speaking to you. If so, do not turn your ear away, just listen. 

Feel His touch. He Himself is giving you a touch, as He did this girl, because it says, “And immediately the damsel arose and walked”—dead one moment, and alive and walking the next! 

It is interesting that she not only arose, but she walked. That is important because the believer should “walk in newness of life”, Romans 6: 4. What a wonderful thing it is that someone should believe in Jesus, trust in His finished work, and “walk in newness of life”. You now walk in a different way from the way you used to walk. You walk in a way that will please God. Think of the triumph of that; a young person, twelve years old, and at the voice of Jesus, at the touch of Jesus, she is caused not only to rise but to live, live in relation to Him, and to walk here in a way that is pleasing to 

God. God can do that through the gospel; He can do it by the touch of Jesus. 

Then He charged them that something should be given her to eat. Such life needs to be sustained. For our bodies we need physical food day by day, and a young person like this, being brought to life by the touch and voice of Jesus, needs something to sustain her spiritual life. God has provided plenty of food for believers; what is written in the Scriptures is food for us. Make it your occupation; these four gospels, and the other Scriptures; they are food; you can occupy your mind with them; you can occupy your affections with them, and you will find that they bring life into your soul. 

Now in Luke 13 there is a woman who had been hindered by a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years. She was bent together and wholly unable to lift her head up. She was there in one of the synagogues. Eighteen years she had been affected by this, and orthodox religion could not do anything for her. It will not do anything for you either. What is needed is a living contact with Jesus. So she comes under His notice. I do not know how often she had been in the congregation in that synagogue, and maybe she had not been much noticed, but Jesus was there that day and it says, “seeing her”; He misses no one; He misses nobody in this room this evening. He sees every one of us. Then He called to her. Oh what a thing that is!—the voice of Jesus calling. We want to be alert for it. It is not just coming to a preaching of the gospel formally but it is where we are going to hear the voice of Jesus. If we are going to hear anything at all, that is the voice we want to hear. Then He says to her, “Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity”. What a word came to her that day! Eighteen years she had been affected; think 

what a relief it would be to hear this voice, “Thou art loosed from thine infirmity”, sent together, perhaps self-occupied, she could not lift herself up. God made man upright. He did not mean him to be bent together, looking down, and self-occupied; God meant man to be upright. 

Then it says, “He laid his hands upon her; and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God”. Notice that; He was so near to her, He touched her. God has come near to us in His word, you know, and He would give us to feel that the healing touch of Jesus can be experienced by us today. So immediately she was made straight and glorified God. Think of a person being made straight and glorifying God! That is the whole point of our life, that we should be here to glorify God, not just to please ourselves. God would set us free from everything that might bind us. There were persons that complained about it, and He had to say to them, ‘You think about your ox or your ass; if it needs to be taken out and watered, you do that, but because I want to do something for one of My creatures, you want to stop Me’. What a rebuke that was! Here was a woman who meant so much to God and they would hinder what the Lord Jesus would do. He says, “this woman, who is a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound, lo, these eighteen years”. Satan had done it; think of that; here she was, apparently just physically bowed down, but the Lord pinpoints the thing. He says, 

‘whom Satan has bound’. There is a power operating in this world that puts men in bondage, but the Lord Jesus came here to undo the works of the devil, to set persons free who all their lifetime were subject to bondage through the fear of death. What a Liberator Jesus is. One who can impart life, One who can liberate persons and set them free. It is a wonderful thing to come into liberty in Christianity; it is a system of liberty. 

Orthodox religion is a system of bondage. Christianity is a system of liberty, and there is a wonderful Liberator who is active in it. 

So He says, “ought she not to be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?” He could use the sabbath day; He was Lord of the sabbath. He was in control of it; He is in control of everything, and He says, “this woman, who is a daughter of Abraham”. That meant that she had faith. Those in the lineage of Abraham are persons who have faith. I say to you. Have you faith? Have you faith in the Person who can set you free from your sins, through whom you can have forgiveness of sins because of His finished work? Have you faith in Him? Have you faith in His blood? Have you faith in His work? Have you faith that He can set you free from every element of bondage? There was faith in this woman. God means persons to be straight and dignified, to be here for the purpose of glorifying Him, and for that we need faith. “The just shall live by faith”, Hebrews 10: 38. It is a wonderful thing to be a person who has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and lives on that principle, walking through this world on the principle of faith; not on the principle of sight, governed merely by what is material, but on the principle of faith in this Man, a Man who is unseen to us at the moment, but is the Object of faith. 

Now I want to refer to these two men in Matthew 20. They were blind and they were sitting by the wayside. They heard that Jesus was passing by. The Lord Jesus is passing by tonight and it is a matter of seizing the opportunity that you have. You may never have another opportunity to hear the gospel. The Lord is coming for us, for those who are believers. Some people will die before then; even young people die; that girl of twelve died. But Jesus is passing by, and it is a 

matter of seizing the opportunity. These blind men did. The crowd rebuked them; there may be those that would say, ‘No, no, not for you just now; just wait a bit’. Maybe someone would put you off, but do not be put off. It says, “But they cried out the more, saying, Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David”. They were urgent to seize the opportunity that was within their reach, “They cried out”. Think of their feelings, that here was the opportunity within their reach and they might never have it again. “Jesus, having stopped, called them and said. 

What will ye that I shall do to you?” He stopped; the One that has so much to attend to, yet He is ready to stop. Here He was on the way to the cross and He stopped. He stopped because of the cry of these two blind men. He is ready to stop at the cry of anyone who needs Him. 

And He says, “What will ye that I shall do to you?” How near He comes! 

These men reply, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened”. They needed their sight. There are a lot of people who need to have their eyes opened. The gospel is for that. Paul preached the gospel to open people’s eyes, to enlighten them. God would enlighten persons. Satan would keep people in darkness, but God through the gospel would shine in His grace, enlightening persons, shining with the light of a glorious Saviour in heaven, shining into the hearts of men and women. The same God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine in creation, is shining into the hearts of persons now. It says, “Jesus, moved with compassion”; notice that; oh the feelings of God, moved by the need of His creature man! Well, these two blind men receive the touch of Jesus. “Jesus, moved with compassion, touched their eyes; and immediately their eyes had sight restored to them”. What a thing it is to get a touch from Jesus that enlightens us, causes us to see things in relation to Himself. It is a wonderful 

thing to see things in relation to our Lord Jesus Christ, not just according to men, to see that God has exalted Him to the highest place in heaven. The One who is despised, refused and rejected here has been exalted to the highest place, and He is there a Prince and a Saviour available to everybody. So we need to have our eyes opened to see how God has shone towards us in the gospel and that there is a Saviour who is ready to stretch out His hand to touch us and heal us and cause us to see. 

The result was that “they followed him”. It is a wonderful thing to be here in this world as followers of Jesus. It is not popular, I know. It is not popular to follow a Man who has been cast out and refused and rejected here. But there is such recompense for those who follow Him. They will prove wonderful blessings—the forgiveness of sins, justification by faith, peace with God, the assurance that everything is settled. You can have the gift of the Holy Spirit, shedding the love of God abroad in your heart, and enabling you to live here with a living link with a Man in heaven. Then we have the prospect that we are going to be with Him. How wonderful that is, that our portion is to be with Christ and to be with Him for ever, when He comes for all His own. What a wonderful moment that is to look forward to! Think of the hope the believer has, and not only that, but he has a present inheritance because, through faith in Christ Jesus, we are made sons of God. Think of the dignity that is thus conferred on followers of Jesus. Then, because we are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts. The result of that is that we are able to cry, “Abba, Father”. Think of persons here in this world who are in the position of knowing God as their Father. That is what is open to followers of Jesus; therefore it is worthwhile taking a path that is despised and under reproach, because there are wonderful blessings for those who follow Jesus. That is what His touch is able to do, to bring us into life, to set us free, to give us to see, and to follow Him. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Colchester
11 October 1987 

 


Scripture references

Mark 5:22-43 (JND) [22] And [behold] there comes one of the rulers of the synagogue, by name Jairus, and seeing him, falls down at his feet; [23] and he besought him much, saying, My little daughter is at extremity; [I pray] that thou shouldest come and lay thy hands upon her so that she may be healed, and may live. [24] And he went with him, and a large crowd followed him and pressed on him. [25] And a certain woman who had had a flux of blood twelve years, [26] and had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent everything she had and had found no advantage from it, but had rather got worse, [27] having heard concerning Jesus, came in the crowd behind and touched his clothes; [28] for she said, If I shall touch but his clothes I shall be healed. [29] And immediately her fountain of blood was dried up, and she knew in her body that she was cured from the scourge. [30] And immediately Jesus, knowing in himself the power that had gone out of him, turning round in the crowd said, Who has touched my clothes? [31] And his disciples said to him, Thou seest the crowd pressing on thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? [32] And he looked round about to see her who had done this. [33] But the woman, frightened and trembling, knowing what had taken place in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. …

Luke 13:10-17 (JND) [10] And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. [11] And lo, [there was] a woman having a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and she was bent together and wholly unable to lift her head up. [12] And Jesus, seeing her, called to [her], and said to her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. [13] And he laid his hands upon her; and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. [14] But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus healed on the sabbath, answering said to the crowd, There are six days in which [people] ought to work; in these therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. [15] The Lord therefore answered him and said, Hypocrites! does not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the manger and leading [it] away, water [it]? [16] And this [woman], who is a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound, lo, [these] eighteen years, ought she not to be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? [17] And as he said these things, all who were opposed to him were ashamed; and all the crowd rejoiced at all the glorious things which were being done by him.

Matthew 20:29-34 (JND) [29] And as they went out from Jericho a great crowd followed him. [30] And lo, two blind men, sitting by the wayside, having heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out saying, Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David. [31] But the crowd rebuked them, that they might be silent. But they cried out the more, saying, Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of David. [32] And Jesus, having stopped, called them and said, What will ye that I shall do to you? [33] They say to him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened. [34] And Jesus, moved with compassion, touched their eyes; and immediately their eyes had sight restored to them, and they followed him.

Psalms 33:9 (JND) [9] For *he* spoke, and it was [done]; *he* commanded, and it stood fast.

Acts 4:29-30 (JND) [29] And now, Lord, look upon their threatenings, and give to thy bondmen with all boldness to speak thy word, [30] in that thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and that signs and wonders take place through the name of thy holy servant Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:3 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures;

1 Corinthians 1:26 (JND) [26] For consider your calling, brethren, that [there are] not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born.

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Luke 13 (JND) [1] Now at the same time there were present some who told him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with [that of] their sacrifices. [2] And he answering said to them, Think ye that these Galileans were sinners beyond all the Galileans because they suffered such things? [3] No, I say to you, but if ye repent not, ye shall all perish in the same manner. …

Hebrews 10:38 (JND) [38] But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him.

Matthew 20 (JND) [1] For the kingdom of the heavens is like a householder who went out with the early morn to hire workmen for his vineyard. [2] And having agreed with the workmen for a denarius the day, he sent them into his vineyard. [3] And having gone out about [the] third hour, he saw others standing in the market-place idle; …



“IS NOT THE ARROW AWAY BEYOND THEE?”

N. T. Meek 

1 Samuel 20: 35–37; Genesis 11: 27–30; 22: 20–23 

I would like to say a word, dear brethren, about what is perplexing or difficult for us to understand. We are made conscious of our limitations. We are often brought face to face with situations which we find difficult to understand, and one thing God intends by that is to keep us humble and dependent and not to trust in ourselves. 

I refer to this scripture in Samuel because this period must have been a most perplexing time for Israel. They had witnessed in David a most remarkable deliverance from the power and pressure of the Philistines. Some of them had actually witnessed, I suppose, David as a young lad going in his simplicity against Goliath and with the most unlikely weapons meeting the power of the Philistine and delivering the nation, delivering the people. They would not forget him, it had been such an extraordinary deliverance, but as time went on they would have begun to realize that all was not well at the court. David’s place was empty there and it would raise many questions in their minds as 

to what had gone wrong, what had happened. He may have appeared among them from time to time, I suppose, but that one who had shone so brightly, that one who had been such a signal deliverer, was somehow unwanted at the court. Things were not going the way that they had expected and, worse than that, it would have come to the knowledge of at least some of the people of Israel that there was personal antagonism against David, against that lovely personality of David, so unassuming in his character. It would have been a mystery, it would have been a question, would it not, it would have been an enigma to every thinking person in Israel as to what had happened, what had gone wrong, what was going wrong? Maybe some persons even had some light that he was to be the king, but what had gone wrong? It was too much, dear brethren, it was really too much for them. Sometimes I think things are too much for us; events occur and we cannot uncover, we cannot discern, we cannot see the workings of God’s ways. The lad here may be taken to represent the state of Israel, the arrow was beyond him, it was past his ability to reach. Have you ever felt like that, that the arrow is beyond you? You cannot grasp it, you cannot define it, you wonder what has happened, the problem is too great for you, it defies explanation, the arrow is beyond you. I think at some time in our lives we all have this kind of experience, dear brethren. In a certain sense we may have had it collectively of recent years; we may wonder, we may say, Why were things like it? Why did things develop on the course that they did? and we may cast around for explanations and maybe our conclusion is wrong. We develop our own little theory; maybe we are wrong, maybe the arrow is beyond us. How untraceable His ways! 

I think it is that idea, dear brethren; I doubt if it is healthy for us to rush to explain it 

all. Some things are a mystery and maybe we shall have to carry it that way; even to the day of our death, we may never be able to explain it. I am not saying there is not One who can explain it, but I am speaking about our limitations, and we are but a child, like this lad, and the arrow is beyond us. It is well for us to recognize it, I think, beloved. There is not too much profit in trying to explain all these things because there is such a thing as the mystery of God’s ways, and whilst I am not saying there is not room for godly exercise, and intelligence too, yet it is not to become too absorbing, not to take up too much of our time in the detail of it. David was characteristically a blameless person and you can think of blameless persons who are not where you would want them to be, and why is it? Well, perhaps the arrow is beyond us. We may point to certain reasons, we may acknowledge our own failures, and that would be good in relation to it, but as for explaining in detail how it is, who could do it? God in His creation divided between light and darkness, and we can understand that, but He also divided between waters and waters, and who of us could do that? Who of us could divide between waters and waters? To us it would all look the same, but God divided between it, oh blessed be God! He is able for it; He is able for what we are not able for; the arrow may be beyond us, but it is not beyond Him. 

Well, with this in mind I read the scriptures in Genesis, and I have no doubt the brethren will have realized what is in one’s mind. We have had the flood and the tower of Babel, and we get now God taking up a certain family. His interest is more in that family than in the flood and the tower of Babel. One of that family is Haran and I think he is the first one of whom it is said that a man died before the face of his father. The brethren will understand the present bearing of that. 

Humanly speaking it is a very sad situation, an abnormal situation, for a man to die before the face of his father. Abel, of course, was murdered, but that is a different case. Who can understand these things? Who can explain them? Our brother who was with us at Peterhead is well spoken of, the brethren speak well of him; they speak of his promise, they speak of what had developed, what was latent, what was potential there. He died before the face of his father. Can we explain it, dear brethren? I doubt if we should be too occupied with that, the arrow may be beyond us, but in due time God will work out His thoughts, of that we can be assured. It may seem strange here, but these names of the family are indited by the Spirit of God for some reason, and it tells us of how certain things were going to happen, but it is in a way that we could never have fathomed. 

There must be Isaac and there must be Rebecca. When you come to Sarai, it says she was barren, so where will Isaac come from? Where will he come from? Where is he? In the line of nature it is impossible to reach, but it is not impossible to the power of God. Where was Rebecca? Had Haran’s apparently untimely death closed up the line? No; eventually you find her. You find her name in brackets but she is safely there, and really, dear brethren, that is what I wanted to say, that Christ is going to come. Isaac is going to appear, by a divine intervention. It is beyond us, beyond human resource, and Rebecca too is going to appear, Christ and the assembly typically. Dear brethren, Christ and the assembly! That was Mr. 

Taylor’s ministry, was it not, Christ and the assembly? What does it mean to us? Are we in faith as to it? Are we conscious in any sense of the reality of it?—Christ and the assembly, reached not by human power but by divine intervention and arrangement, 

taking the course and the way that we would not have thought of—Oh, blessed be God, it draws out worship to Him!—that which we are not able for, He is able for, blessed be His name! Our God is the Almighty God! We were saying one day this week that we do not drop that title. He is the Almighty God. As for ourselves, you feel you can hardly influence a thing, but God can influence everything, beloved. 

Divine thoughts go through. What has happened in the death of our dear brother we wonder at. I suppose every one of us wonders at it, and soberly we may speak of it and we may consider it, but let us remember, beloved, that divine thoughts do go through, and if one of us is taken or another is taken, divine thoughts still go through. The route seems extraordinary perhaps, it seems to go round in a circuit; it is not, we might say, the normal way, it is not reached by normal or natural means, but it is reached by divine power. I say that to encourage us, to encourage all our hearts that things may be beyond us but we can rest in God, we can rest in the One who will bring it all through, who is going to display Christ and the assembly. 

The universe will wonder at it. Have you ever wondered at it, you young people? Have you ever in the eyes of your heart, have you ever had a view of Christ and the assembly? Have you ever understood there is a heavenly Man and a heavenly consort for Him? What beauty will shine out in Christ and the assembly; how wonderful it will be! There will be a wonderful display of beauty and glory. The world has never seen anything like it; the world can never match it; never has been able to and never will be able to, the beauty of Christ and the assembly. 

You see it, maybe, in a few brethren gathered for an evening reading. You see the thing in 

principle; they are occupied with Christ. You look round at the brethren, you look round at the brothers and sisters; they may be old, they may be young; what you see is in character the assembly. Do you not see it that way? You see an old sister and you say she is rheumaticky but gets around. Oh, look deeper; you can see more than that. I sometimes think you can see the assembly better in old sisters than in young ones. Pardon me, dear young people, for saying that, but the superlative beauty, the deepest beauty, is the beauty formed through experience with God, the beauty that has come on that line, that has come with having to do with God. Well, I think some of us have seen it. It may be we cannot say much about it, but we have already seen it, and it is going through, by the power of God. May our hearts be comforted, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Edinburgh
12 December 1987 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 20:35-37 (JND) [35] And it came to pass in the morning that Jonathan went out into the field, to the place agreed on with David, and a little lad with him. [36] And he said to his lad, Run, find now the arrows which I shoot. The lad ran, and he shot the arrow beyond him. [37] And when the lad came to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad and said, Is not the arrow away beyond thee?

Genesis 11:27-30 (JND) [27] And these are the generations of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begot Lot. [28] And Haran died before the face of his father Terah in the land of his nativity at Ur of the Chaldeans. [29] And Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, a daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. [30] And Sarai was barren: she had no child.

Genesis 22:20-23 (JND) [20] And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she also has borne sons to thy brother Nahor: [21] Uz his first-born, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram, [22] and Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. [23] (And Bethuel begot Rebecca.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother.



THE SHEPHERD

D. Brown 

Jesus, Saviour, since I am 

Just a tiny helpless lamb

 

I would trust alone in Thee 

Keep me safe and shepherd me;

 

Lord, supply me what I lack; 

When I wander lead me back

 

To the shelter of Thy fold 

Safe from danger, storm and cold. 

Edinburgh, 5 January 1984 

 


EXTRACTS

Now in the end of this chapter (John 13) you come to another great trouble, the unfaithfulness of Peter. Not one of us with any conscience but must own with sorrow that we have at times lowered our flag in the presence of opposers; that is, we shrink from opposition. Thus Peter denied the Lord, and yet there was no one he loved so much. Peter was like Isaac with his wife, he did not give up his affection, but he denied his relationship. To deny your relationship to Christ is unfaithfulness. When you are socially at home with people, even your own relations, your danger is that you morally deny your relationship to Christ, because you accommodate yourselves to your company; the beginning of every failure is in social intimacy with company morally below you. “Evil communications corrupt good manners”. 

The more spiritual a man is, the more he seeks company spiritually above him, because he wants to be helped on. When he wants to be loose, he seeks company spiritually below him. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 7, p.404) 

Here (Colossians 2: 2) I get the understanding of the mystery of God … It is not the way we are accustomed to understand the word ‘mystery’, as a thing not to be found out; but it is a thing only known by revelation—it is not known save to the initiated. It is that which by divine revelation and teaching we know, and it brings us into a totally new world. 

J. N. Darby (‘Collected Writings’. Vol. 31, p.222)
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Scripture references

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Colossians 2:2 (JND) [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God;
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