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LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS


Luke 24:15-17, 25-35;  Galatians 2:11-14; 3 John 1-5, 14

Dear brethren, I feel very tested standing here to speak, because we are in a time that is critical.  I felt led to speak, if the Lord would help me, of how love and faithfulness go together.

Some will know that in 1896, a meeting was arranged in a place called Quemerford in the south of England.  Mr Stoney wrote a message to the brethren gathered there; he wrote it from the heart because he felt grieved that the brethren at that time had not really got the gain of the truth that had been established as to Christ and the assembly, and the need for the recognition of holiness and separation.  That was his message1.  At the meeting, Mr Raven addressed the brethren about the need for each one to maintain the truth, as having responsibility to do that2.  He pointed out the responsibility of each of us to maintain the truth; not only the most spiritual brother in the meeting, not only the brother who perhaps takes a three-day meeting, but the responsibility on you and me as the simplest brother or sister in our meetings.  Mr Raven pointed out two things.  One was the need to recognise the reproach of the Christ, and the other was the need to recognise that it is in the power of the Spirit that the truth is maintained.  If we truly accept the reproach of the Christ, what does that mean?  It means that our loyalty is tested, because the Lord Jesus is not publicly recognised.  You know that and I know that.  We are to go forth to Him without the camp bearing His reproach.  If we are bearing His reproach, that means we are loyal to Him, loyal to the fellowship, and loyal to the brethren.  We are also tested as to whether we love Christ, whether we love the truth, whether we love the brethren.  These things go together.  If we are to maintain the truth, it must not be in the flesh, because if we try to maintain the truth in the flesh, that is bound to fail; we will dishonour the truth, and dishonour what is of Christ.  We need to walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.

So I felt led to speak of faithfulness and love going together.  I believe one of the efforts of the enemy at the present time is to suggest that we can either follow love or we can follow faithfulness, as if they are separate things.  I do not think there is anything further from the truth, dear brethren.  These scriptures that we have read show that they go together.  We see that in the Lord Jesus Himself as He drew near to these two dear souls who were going in the wrong direction, to Emmaüs.  How often I have gone in the wrong direction.  I have to own that and I believe that we all would have to own it.  But how faithful the Lord Jesus is.  Have you experienced His rebuke?  I have, sometimes through a faithful brother or sister.  Maybe if you have experienced that, you felt wounded.  In Proverbs we read, “Open rebuke is better than hidden love.  Faithful are the wounds of a friend”, Prov.27:5,6.  In this scripture in Luke, we see the Lord Jesus as a Friend.  I may feel wounded, perhaps by someone trying to help me, but I find that he or she has really been my friend, and get the gain of it.  So we see here that the Lord Jesus drew near.  He listened to their complaint, and He saw that they were downcast.  Maybe you feel downcast, maybe you feel disillusioned.  Speak to the Lord Jesus about it.  He might say to you, What have you done?  What did He say to these two?  Why have you ignored all that has been given to you?  Why have you ignored the Scriptures?  Why have you ignored the great inheritance of the truth that has been delivered so faithfully?  Why do you not take that into account in your life?  “O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!”  How searching that is, but as you get the gain of it, you see that His love is behind it.  You can see that in the working out of this chapter.

I speak carefully, but sometimes, in order to contain evil, it might be necessary for the brethren to act faithfully in the last resort to withdraw from someone.  Is that the end?  No, it is not.  What is going to help?  It is all in view of that person being restored fully to their privileges, through repentance coming to light.  That is what the objective is.  Is the Lord able to recover persons?  Yes, He is!  We see His priestly grace here, we see His faithfulness as Priest through His rebuke and through His bringing the Scriptures to bear, and through speaking of Himself.  First, their hearts were burning, and then their eyes were opened.  Oh, that our eyes might be opened to Christ to see Him as we have never seen Him before.  This recovery of these two dear believers was a wonderful thing.  That is what we would look for.  If we ignore the need for assembly discipline, we do not help the person concerned.  But we should be in faith and expectancy that the Lord Jesus will come in His own way to recover.  He is able to do it, He is our great High Priest.  So that He goes with them in the wrong direction initially and He speaks faithfully, but love is behind it.  What is the result?  The result is that “rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem”.  They did not say, ‘Oh, it is not safe for us to go back to Jerusalem now, it is not convenient’.  No; their hearts were on fire.  They came straight back into the company where the Lord Jesus was owned, where He was loved; they retraced their steps.  Oh, what a reception they would have had, what recovery it was!  That is what the Lord’s love, the Lord’s faithfulness, would accomplish.  How faithful He has been with me.  As I look back over my own history, I see that He has been faithful, and His love has been there along with His faithfulness, so that I should be fully restored in appreciation of Himself and in appreciation of my brethren.

I read from the epistle to the Galatians because there was a crisis there.  During the course of the testimony, there have been various critical times, when the enemy seemed to have the upper hand.  In Galatia, the enemy was attacking the truth of the glad tidings, he was attacking the work of Christ, he was attacking through the dissimulation of these Jewish brethren, and Peter was about to be carried away.  Dear Peter had often learned through the Lord’s own word to him, and here we see that this was a battle ground.  Somehow the matter had to be met; and who was going to meet it?  Someone had to stand in the breach, someone had to act faithfully, and we see that it was the apostle Paul.  Paul “withstood him to the face”, that is, he spoke directly.  And what was the result?  The victory was won.  If it had not been, where would we as believers have been?  Where would we have been if this battle had not been won through the faithfulness of the apostle?  But then, how did he do it?  He did it in a wonderfully appealing way as knowing Peter as his brother, knowing him as already having spent time with him.  They knew one another, and Paul knew that he could speak directly to Peter.  We can say that it was done in love.  How do we know that?  Let me read to you what Peter wrote at the end of his second epistle; the brethren know it well but it is worth reading.  Peter wrote, “according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him, as also in all his epistles”, 2 Pet.3:15,16.  So Paul not only secured the victory, not only was the battle won, but Peter’s heart was won.  Paul did it in such a way that Peter’s heart was won, because otherwise Peter would not have written in this way, would he?  And not only that, but Peter referred to Paul’s epistles.  Peter might have thought, Well, Paul wrote those verses about me in his epistle to the Galatians.  Did that concern Peter?  No!  Peter had finished with the way in which the flesh is offended.  He had been wounded in his conscience, but he got over that because he saw that Paul was really his friend.  He saw that Paul had Christ before him, and that he was protecting the greatness and the truth of the glad tidings, and that Paul was faithful.  I think that Peter would have thanked Paul; think of the way in which he acknowledged him.

In the third epistle of John, we read of Gaius who, although a person of no obvious account, was faithful.  That really comes back to what Mr Raven said about our individual responsibility for the maintenance of the truth.  Who was Gaius?  He was a convert of John’s.  He was not an apostle, he was not perhaps the most prominent in the meeting, but he took it upon himself to be faithful.  He made the truth his own, and it is a remarkable thing that John referred to him as “beloved Gaius”, then in verse 2 as “Beloved”, and in verse 11 he wrote “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil”.  How faithfulness was seen in this dear brother.  Gaius was faithful and he made the truth his own; and it was not just by what he said, but by what he was.  In that address of Mr Raven’s, he said that we do not maintain the truth merely by clinging to its terms, but by being ourselves the exponents of it, so that the truth is seen in our walk.  It was obvious in the case of Gaius.  It was obvious to his brethren, so that they “came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth”.  That was a remarkable thing.  It was not just that Gaius held it loosely, but he held it fast.  It meant that there must have been adverse conditions.  It meant that his friendship was tested.  It meant that he was loyal, “holding fast the truth”.  In the note, Mr Darby says that the verse means holding ‘to thy truth’.  Gaius made the truth his own, it was really his life.  That is what is seen in Christ, and it was seen in this dear man, Gaius; he held the truth fast.  John could write “even as thou walkest in truth”.  So the brethren in my own locality would help me as to whether I am walking in the truth.  In Gaius’ case, it was obvious and it was clear, and this gave joy to the apostle.  Do we give joy to those who help us?  Do we give joy to those who give an account?  John wrote, “I rejoiced exceedingly when the brethren came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth, even as thou walkest in truth.  I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth”.

At the end of the epistle, John wrote, “The friends greet thee.  Greet the friends by name”.  Not my friends, or your friends; the friends, those who have stood true, those who have stood loyal.  As calling upon the Lord out of a pure heart, you find that there are those who are indeed likewise minded, the friends.  Are we true friends?  Friends are tested in adverse conditions.  Are we true?  Are we loyal?  Knowing one another in days of difficulty, we find that there is that which we can rely on which is stable, which is going through until the Lord comes.

May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Glasgow 

28 February, 2015.

J.B. Ikin

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:15-35 (JND) [15] And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them; [16] but their eyes were holden so as not to know him. [17] And he said to them, What discourses are these which pass between you as ye walk, and are downcast? [18] And one [of them], named Cleopas, answering said to him, Thou sojournest alone in Jerusalem, and dost not know what has taken place in it in these days? [19] And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, The things concerning Jesus the Nazaraean, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people; [20] and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to [the] judgment of death and crucified him. [21] But *we* had hoped that *he* was [the one] who is about to redeem Israel. But then, besides all these things, it is now, to-day, the third day since these things took place. [22] And withal, certain women from amongst us astonished us, having been very early at the sepulchre, [23] and, not having found his body, came, saying that they also had seen a vision of angels, who say that he is living. [24] And some of those with us went to the sepulchre, and found it so, as the women also had said, but him they saw not. [25] And *he* said to them, O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? …

Galatians 2:11-14 (JND) [11] But when Peter came to Antioch, I withstood him to [the] face, because he was to be condemned: [12] for before that certain came from James, he ate with [those of] the nations; but when they came, he drew back and separated himself, fearing those of [the] circumcision; [13] and the rest of the Jews also played the same dissembling part with him; so that even Barnabas was carried away too by their dissimulation. [14] But when I saw that they do not walk straightforwardly, according to the truth of the glad tidings, I said to Peter before all, If *thou*, being a Jew, livest as the nations and not as the Jews, how dost thou compel the nations to Judaize?

3 John 1:1-14 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. [2] Beloved, I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth. [4] I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth. [5] Beloved, thou doest faithfully [in] whatever thou mayest have wrought towards the brethren and that strangers, [6] (who have witnessed of thy love before [the] assembly,) in setting forward whom on their journey worthily of God, thou wilt do well; [7] for for the name have they gone forth, taking nothing of those of the nations. [8] *We* therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth. [9] I wrote something to the assembly; but Diotrephes, who loves to have the first place among them, receives us not. [10] For this reason, if I come, I will bring to remembrance his works which he does, babbling against us with wicked words; and not content with these, neither does he himself receive the brethren; and those who would he prevents, and casts [them] out of the assembly. [11] Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He that does good is of God. He that does evil has not seen God. [12] Demetrius has witness borne to him by all, and by the truth itself; and *we* also bear witness, and thou knowest that our witness is true. …

Proverbs 27:5-6 (JND) [5] Open rebuke is better than hidden love. [6] Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are profuse.

2 Peter 3:15-16 (JND) [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him, [16] as also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; among which some things are hard to be understood, which the untaught and ill-established wrest, as also the other scriptures, to their own destruction.



COMMITMENT


Mark 16:9;  Luke 8:1-3;  John 20:16-23

I seek the Lord’s help and the Spirit’s help to speak about making a commitment.  The three scriptures which we have read all refer to Mary of Magdala, or Mary Magdalene as she is sometimes referred to.  In the first, it refers to seven demons having been cast out of her.  Mary had made a commitment to the lordship of Christ.  She had known Jesus as Lord; involving the power of One who was able to cast out seven demons.  In the second scripture, it says of her “from whom seven demons had gone out”.  I thought that we could speak about making a commitment to Christ, by the Spirit of God, and in the Spirit of holiness.  In the last scripture, we have Mary in her affection and her commitment to Christ and it leads on to the intelligence of the assembly.  There you have commitment to Christ and the assembly.  How wonderful it is to be committed to divine things.

What an example Mary is, first in her affection and then in her intelligence.  The truth is only preserved through exercise in our hearts.  It has never been preserved merely as a historical record in books; the truth is preserved in persons’ hearts.  You may feel, dear young believer, ‘What is there to be committed to?’  There is everything to be committed to, everything!  God has not retracted anything that He has made known in Christ.  We could have read at the beginning of John where it says: “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”, John 1:14.  That is the incarnation, and it is wonderful to think of it.  There was a change of condition, “the Word became flesh”, and a change of position, the Word “dwelt among us”, but the Person remains the same.  It is the wonder of the incarnation; it is the Lord Jesus Christ.  It speaks of Him as the Word (v.1), not only the expression of God, but it is the expression of God in a Person, in the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who became flesh.  That has never been retracted, it never will be.  What a matter it was for God to make Himself known in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ here as man, and now in glory as man.  It has been said that the incarnation is the unshakeable pillar of God’s moral universe3.  That is the character of things that God would ask you to be committed to.  There is no diminution in that, there cannot be.   How wonderful that we have that which is unshakeable.  There are buildings which are made to withstand earthquakes.  They are shaken and perhaps they survive, but God is not asking you to be committed to something that will shake and perhaps survive.  The incarnation is unshakeable.

The devil puts questions in our hearts; he is the enemy of our souls.  He does not have our best interests at heart; he only has in mind to rob God of His portion.  He cannot affect the fact that you know (and I trust you do) the Lord Jesus as your Saviour.  That is a complete matter; you are saved for time and for eternity.  Nor can the devil affect the fact that the Lord is coming and is going to take you to be with Himself.  The only thing that the devil can do is to rob you, and thus to rob God, of His portion.  He would say to you, even as you sit in your seat, ‘Put it off to another day’.  He has always done that.  He wanted you to put off coming to know the Lord as your Saviour.  It is called procrastination, and men speak about procrastination as the thief of time.  It has also been said that procrastination is the recruitment officer of hell.  How sober that is in relation to the glad tidings.  So this enemy of our souls does not want you to put your hand to the plough.  He does not want you to commit yourself to divine things, He always wants you to find an excuse for you not to do it, and so these reasonings arise in our hearts.  You may say, ‘What is it I am to commit myself to?’  You cannot take the standard of what you find in the world; it is marked by falsehood and none of that belongs to God’s things.  I was thinking of the scripture in John 8 where they ask the Lord Jesus “Who art thou? And Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8:25.  There is nothing false about Christianity, there is nothing false about what has been revealed in Christ.  The footnote f says ‘‘in the principle and universality of what I am;’ i.e. his speech presented himself, being the truth’.  You do not have to understand everything to make a commitment, but you need to apprehend it in your affections.  That is what Mary did; she was led by her affections and then she quickly became intelligent.  There are no dark shadows in divine things.  We find dark shadows in our own hearts after the flesh and you will find, whatever you look at in the world, that there is something there which is not quite what it seems.  But there are no dark shadows at all in Christianity.  One scripture we can use is that the light that appeared to Paul was “above the brightness of the sun”, Acts 26:13.  If you stood directly under the midday sun, there would be no shadows, and there are no shadows attached to what God wants you to commit yourself to.  You can commit yourself to the Lord Jesus, who said that He was “Altogether that which I also say to you”.

We might say ‘That is all very good, but things are not the same now’.  Well, John writes not only his gospel but he writes the Revelation, and writes to the seven assemblies.  The last four assemblies addressed go on to the end.  The last assembly, Laodicea, had not made any commitment; the Lord had to say to them “thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot.  Thus because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth”, Rev.3:15,16.  Prior to that He says “These things says the Amen” (v.14).  What God is asking you to make a commitment to is complete; there is nothing else around the corner.  Sometimes we are asked to make a commitment, perhaps in the way of a purchase, and we are not informed that there is another model coming and there will be some enhancements.  There are no enhancements to what God presents in Christ.  God has reached finality in Christ.  In the last days He “has spoken to us in the person of the Son”, Heb.1:2.  There is nothing to compare with this, and there is nothing coming after it either.  There is nothing for us to add, nothing to be added to what has come to us in the Scriptures and in the recovery of the truth.  There is a great danger in seeking to introduce things into the fellowship that have never been there before.

A book that is linked with Laodicea is Colossians.  Laodicea really is philosophy and vain deceit, man’s mind coming into God’s things in a developed way.  It has been said that philosophy is man’s answer to the Holy Spirit, introducing something that the devil would ultimately use to displace a divine Person, the Holy Spirit.  Paul wrote to the Colossians as a warning against the influence of others, “See that there be no one who shall lead you away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ”, Col.2:8.  So the Lord presents Himself to Laodicea as the Amen and then as “the faithful and true witness”, Rev.3:14.  We had reference to that hymn earlier on today:

‘Faithful amidst unfaithfulness

 ‘Mid darkness only light’      (Hymn 230)

That marked the Lord in His pathway.  Faithfulness refers to light; it is a challenge for us that we should be faithful to the light that we have.  That is the measure of our faithfulness; it is measured according to our being faithful to the light that we have.  The Lord is the true witness.  This is no theoretical matter.  “True” would refer to the Lord’s affections and His feelings, to what He loved.  He loved the will of God; He loved the Father’s will.  He was raised “by the glory of the Father” (Rom.6:4); everything that was in Jesus was approved of by the Father.  How blessed that is, “the faithful and true witness”, and then He says “the beginning of the creation of God”.  He is writing to the assembly for the last days.  Do you still think there is nothing to be committed to?  Think of the Lord saying that He is “the beginning of the creation of God”.  I think that is a reference to Christ as the Son of God.

We spoke about the incarnation being the unshakeable pillar of God’s moral universe.  It has been said that coming to know the Son of God, having a spiritual experience with Christ as the Son of God, is the climax of spiritual experience.  The reference to “the last Adam a quickening spirit” (1 Cor.15:45) would refer to the Son of God.  Think of having to do with a Person who is able to make persons live.  The Son of God forms the family of God.  Think of Him introducing us into the family of God, into being brethren of Christ and giving us to know something of being with Him as sons in association with Him before God.  It is all available to be committed to.  The Lord says affectingly later in that address to Laodicea, “Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking”, Rev.3:20.  It may be that the Lord is standing knocking at your heart.  The Lord does that through our circumstances; He knocks.  The devil would say that it is just coincidence, but it is not; it is the Lord knocking. The Lord knocks using our circumstances.  Perhaps you did not get the exam results you were looking for; that might be the Lord knocking.  You may have your whole life mapped out as to what you want to do.  He is saying ‘I want a central place in your plans, and I am knocking’.  You have to hear His voice.  Then He says “if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”, Rev.3:20.  How blessed!  In Revelation, the portion of the overcomer is for those who have made a commitment to divine Persons and divine things.

How do you describe divine things?  Paul “heard unspeakable things”, 2 Cor.12:4.  It would be quite understandable to describe divine things as being superior, but they are greater even than that.  If you use the word superior, it suggests that you are considering something in relation to what is inferior; it is a relative term.  In Corinthians, Paul wrote that there are “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Cor.2:9.  He says that there is nothing to compare, they have never even come into man’s heart; man has never seen them or heard of them.  How wonderful divine things are!  They are available to us and Mary is an example.

We read in Mark’s gospel.  Mary had had seven demons.  As soon as you start to have some appreciation of divine things, the devil changes his tactics and might say ‘You have some appreciation, but it is not for you.  Think about who you are, think of your history; do you really think that you are going to be committed to this?’  Dear friend, do not let the devil ever put you off.  It does not matter where you are sitting in this room.  You may be sitting in the back of the hall, and your heart may be bursting to enjoy what those who are speaking of these things have.  But they are yours!  Mary is a wonderful example; she had had seven demons, she had been under the complete domination of sin, and the Lord had come into her life.  She really came to know Jesus as Lord; that is what salvation involves.  It says “that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”, Rom.10:9.  Mary had this transaction and she came to know the Lord, and that is a wonderful thing.

I wonder what you really think, dear young person, when we speak about the Lord.  Do you think it is about rules and regulations?  I do not think that Mary would ever have had such thoughts.  She would think only of the blessed Lord and what He had done for her.  The Lord Jesus, the One who we own as Lord, is always to be held in reverence and fear and homage.  As we go through Romans, we come to know Jesus as Lord, and His lordship takes on the character of being able to subdue.  We need that, do we not?  We have spoken about what is moral, and we need that; we need to work out the truth of Romans.  It involves the lordship of Christ.  It is a wonderful thing to know that subduing power.  His lordship is known in Corinthians in a subduing way, which would always cause us to have reverence in relation to assembly order and principles.  These things are seen in the Lord, and in His exercise of lordship in Romans and in Corinthians.  How complete the lordship of Christ is; it affects every part of our life.  Where we read in John’s gospel, He is Lord in relation to what is eternal and in Ephesians there is a military aspect to His lordship.  As you come to the end of Ephesians, there is conflict in the land, but how complete He is, what a Lord He is.  His lordship is established in resurrection.  It says in Romans 14, “For to this end Christ has died and lived again, that he might rule over both dead and living” (v.9).  What a power!  So the normal activity of Christ’s lordship towards us is in grace and power, and Mary knew that.  She knew what it was for that to enter into her heart and for these demons to be cast out.

Where we read in Luke, it says “Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out”.  As coming to know the lordship of Christ, there is the matter of the Spirit and making way for the Spirit of God.  These demons went out from Mary because they could not stay there any longer.  There was a condition being worked out in Mary’s heart and they could not stay there.  What an exercise it is to sow to the Spirit.  Mary of course did not have the indwelling Spirit as we have, but we begin by making room in our hearts for the Spirit of God.  That is a practical matter.  In Genesis, we read about the raven and the dove, and it speaks of the raven “which went forth going to and fro” (Gen.8:7), then it speaks of the dove and about the “sole of her foot” (v.9).  We start to be developed in sensitivity in relation to our links with the Spirit.  The Spirit would never want us to feed on evil, but we are surrounded by it.  The Spirit would give us sensitivity and sensibilities.  Sometimes you may see a headline in a newspaper, and the Spirit’s operation in you would tell you that you are not going to read what is below the headline because it is only going to defile you.  That is the character of the dove.  The sole of her foot suggests a spiritual sensitivity coming into the believer’s heart.

It leads on to the Spirit of Christ which we touched upon in relation to the manna; the Spirit of Christ starting to be formed in the believer.  What a substantial answer that involves.  It says in Romans 8, “but if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him” (v.9).  That does not refer to your not being converted, or that you do not have the gift of the Spirit, but it involves character.  There is a certain character starting to be formed in the believer.  It is feeding upon the manna.  The epistle to the Romans never takes us off the earth; there is a constitution being built up, there is a type of person being formed that is entirely suited to belong to the body.  That epistle gives us the body in Christ; the persons who belong to it are those who have the Spirit of Christ.  They have that sensitivity.  What an exercise it is!  The Lord is not looking just for what is outward, although it is important, but it must come from what is inward.  The Pharisees were an extreme example of those who only cared about what was outward, and the Lord had to say to them, “for ye are like whited sepulchres”, that is like white gravestones, you “are full of dead men’s bones” (Matt.23:27); you are the “offspring of vipers” Matt.23:33.  Outwardly, everything looked so good, but what a state of heart they had; they placed burdens upon all those who came in contact with them.  The Lord does not do that.  He is working from the inside out and He wants to form us in our affections.  As we develop in our links with the Holy Spirit, these matters become real to us.  When we came to know the Lord as our Saviour, we did not exactly fear sin, we feared more the consequences of sin; we feared the fact that if we did not come to know the Lord as our Saviour, we would be lost for eternity.  That was the consequences of sin.  But as we make way for the Spirit of holiness, we fear sin because it starts to intrude upon the links that we have with divine Persons, upon our communion with Them.  Paul says “But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God”, 2 Cor.4:2.  The footnote ‘g’ says ‘i.e. all that of which one is ashamed and therefore keeps concealed’.

What God is seeking to arrive at in our hearts is transparency.  That is what marks Christianity, and in Revelation 15 there were those who could stand upon a glass sea (Rev.15:2).  We sometimes sing: 

‘Not a cloud above – not a spot within’.    (Hymn 22)

As we develop in our links with the Spirit, that sensitivity develops.  It marked David.  He says in one of the psalms, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; And see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting”, Ps.139:23,24.  Holiness can be developed through making way for the Spirit of holiness, that which is entirely in keeping with Christ Himself, and that too which is entirely in keeping with the assembly.  In Revelation 21, you find the transparency that marks the city; it says “and the city pure gold, like pure glass” (v.18), and then “and the street of the city pure gold, as transparent glass” (v.21).  God is securing this now.  We are not to be one thing externally and another thing internally.  God is looking for you to make room for the Spirit that you might be formed in this matter of holiness, that you might “have your fruit unto holiness”, Rom.6:22.  You start to have the sensitivity that you should be all you appear to be.  That is what the Lord said of Himself, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8:25.  There is this wonderful transparency secured in individuals, and it allows them to have part in the holy city.  What a substantial matter the holy city is.  It is described as being a cube of twelve thousand stadia, which is about fifteen hundred miles.  That is the substantiality of what God wants you to commit yourself to.  It is the city, the assembly, and it is there in all its greatness.  It says in Revelation 21 “the nations shall walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory to it.  And its gates shall not be shut at all by day, for night shall not be there” (vv.24,25).  It has been said that holiness repels evil4.  That marks the city, so the gates do not need to close.  On the one hand it demonstrates that men can have access into the city if they should so desire, but at the same time nothing that is evil could ever enter into the city.  It would be immediately repelled because the city is holy.  This is not a picture on the wall; this is what is being substantially formed in the hearts of the saints now.  So we are to commit ourselves to making room for the Spirit of God, to commit ourselves to starving the raven and feeding the dove, to commit ourselves to the Spirit of Christ and that character of man, to commit ourselves to the spirit of holiness.  I feel that the spirit of holiness is the life of the church, it is the life of the assembly, so that the assembly can be in union with Christ, with that order of Man and all that is in Him.  Mary must have worked these exercises out because it is said that the demons went out, they could not stay there because of what had been formed in her heart.

Lastly we read in John’s gospel.  Mary arrived at this position in her affection and because of her affection.  It has been said that when God approaches us, it involves light and then love.  Hebrews tells us “let us approach with a true heart” (Heb.10:22); it involves our affections.  All of what we have been speaking about involves our affections.  It could only be preserved livingly by the Spirit in our affections and holiness really involves that.  It is true affection, affection for what is pure, affection for what is holy.  We sometimes refer to Mary as initially lacking in intelligence, but what affection she had.  She must have been the loneliest person on the earth in John 20, because the world had crucified Christ, the disciples had gone to their home and she stood alone at the grave of Christ.  What a person she was, what love she had!  I wonder if I would ever be prepared to stand alone because of my love for Christ.  Mary stood alone and the Lord came and spoke to her.  We did not read it all, but “She, supposing that it was the gardener” and “Jesus says to her, Mary”, John 20:15,16.  Think of that personal touch.  “She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher”; it means ‘my own teacher’.  So as we make a commitment to divine things, the Lord will teach us, will open certain things up.  It is not normal to have affection that is disproportionate to intelligence, so Mary began by being possessed of affection, and then she became possessed of intelligence, but most of all she was possessed by the Lord, and she was His.  When she brought the word to the disciples, it says “Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her”.  She had appropriated the message, and she conveyed it to them.

So the Lord said “I ascend”.  No man had said this before, no other man could do this.  The Lord Jesus did it in the power of His own Person, as a divine Person.  He said “I ascend”; what a matter it is that Christ is not only risen.  Resurrection is a wonderful matter; it involves His lordship.  It has been said before that the only power that operates on the other side of death is God’s power; a power that is towards us.  He has been made “both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36); that is in heaven.  Joseph is an example of lordship; it was through his commandment that all the people were to regulate themselves.  There was a famine and the choice was either to starve or to go to Joseph.  He had “corn as sand of the sea exceeding much” (Gen.41:49); they had to leave off numbering it.  Such is the beneficence of Christ’s lordship towards us.  But here it is not only resurrection, He is ascending.  Resurrection involves what has been left behind, what has been removed, but ascension involves what lies ahead.  Ascension and what belongs to heaven is where there has never been the intrusion of sin; it is a stainless joy that the Lord has in mind for us.  So He says “I ascend” and no man had done this before.  Christ now is the ascended Man, Jesus, perfect and glorified before God, before the Father and no other man has or could have this place.  Adam was the first person here on earth in flesh and blood condition, but he forfeited the situation and sin came in.  The place that we have in Christ can never be forfeited, can never be given up because it is in Him as the ascended Man.  What opens up here is the truth of the assembly.  The assembly in Christ Jesus is a vessel which is inviolate, that is, it cannot fail.  Everything established in Christ is inviolate.  New creation in Christ Jesus is inviolate.  The new man is created “in truthful righteousness and holiness” (Eph.4:24); “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages” (Eph.3:21).  That cannot fail.  No failure will ever come in to what God has secured in His purposes of love.  That is why Christ came and stood in the midst.  He is the centre of the spiritual universe, He is the last Adam, He is making all alive.  He could show them His hands and His side, but first He said “Peace be to you”.  It is the settled purposes of grace that have been secured through divine love and it is all available to us to commit ourselves to.

What underlies all of this is divine love.  I was thinking recently that divine love is not simply a general matter.  The love of Christ is a personal love.  He loved His God and Father, He loved the will of God, and He “loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Eph.5:25.  His is a personal love for the assembly and He has a personal love for you.  He has a personal love for each one of us, a wonderful love.  We spoke of it in the reading; none of us could measure the sufferings of Christ.  The wonderful matter of atonement being secured is because God found a Man who had His estimation of sin, and so He was a perfect Offering for sin.  How great were Paul’s sufferings physically, but Mr Taylor said that the Lord’s sufferings were infinite5.  Think of that!  Divine love is infinite and the sufferings of our Lord Jesus were infinite because of the holiness of His person, because of who He is.  That love is personal towards us; the hymn writer could write:-

‘Were the whole realm of nature mine,

    That were an off’ring far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

    Demands my soul, my life, my all!’   (Hymn 272)

Now is the time to make a commitment to divine things, to divine Persons.  May you do so for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Mark 16:9 (JND) [9] Now when he had risen very early, the first [day] of the week, he appeared first to Mary of Magdala, out of whom he had cast seven demons.

Luke 8:1-3 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance.

John 20:16-23 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her. [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit: [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Acts 26:13 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Revelation 3:15-16 (JND) [15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot. [16] Thus because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth.

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Colossians 2:8 (JND) [8] See that there be no one who shall lead *you* away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ.

Revelation 3:14 (JND) [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God:

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

1 Corinthians 15:45 (JND) [45] Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening spirit.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

2 Corinthians 12:4 (JND) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

Romans 14 (JND) [1] Now him that is weak in the faith receive, not to [the] determining of questions of reasoning. [2] One man is assured that he may eat all things; but the weak eats herbs. [3] Let not him that eats make little of him that eats not; and let not him that eats not judge him that eats: for God has received him. …

Genesis 8:7 (JND) [7] And he sent out the raven, which went forth going to and fro, until the waters were dried from the earth.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Matthew 23:27 (JND) [27] Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye are like whited sepulchres, which appear beautiful outwardly, but within are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.

Matthew 23:33 (JND) [33] Serpents, offspring of vipers, how should ye escape the judgment of hell?

2 Corinthians 4:2 (JND) [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God.

Revelation 15 (JND) [1] And I saw another sign in the heaven, great and wonderful: seven angels having seven plagues, the last; for in them the fury of God is completed. [2] And I saw as a glass sea, mingled with fire, and those that had gained the victory over the beast, and over its image, and over the number of its name, standing upon the glass sea, having harps of God. [3] And they sing the song of Moses bondman of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and wonderful [are] thy works, Lord God Almighty; righteous and true [are] thy ways, O King of nations. …

Revelation 15:2 (JND) [2] And I saw as a glass sea, mingled with fire, and those that had gained the victory over the beast, and over its image, and over the number of its name, standing upon the glass sea, having harps of God.

Psalms 139:23-24 (JND) [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Romans 6:22 (JND) [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Hebrews 10:22 (JND) [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:15-16 (JND) [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Genesis 41:49 (JND) [49] And Joseph laid up corn as sand of the sea exceeding much, until they left off numbering; for it was without number.

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,



THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS


Matthew 27:50-54;  28:1-6;  1 Corinthians 15:54-58

It was a stupendous moment when the Lord Jesus went into death.  Nothing like it had ever happened before in all the history of humanity.  Every other man from Abel onwards had died as a consequence of sin having come into the human race.  We are told that “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men”, Rom.5:12.  Death is not in itself punishment, because if that were so, believers would never die, since their guilt has been taken away, but death is the governmental consequence of sin.  What happened at this moment about which we have read was that, for the first time, a sinless Man entered the territory of death without being summoned there.  It was true, of course, that the Lord Jesus was made sin for us, but that was vicarious, and I would understand that, at the end of these three hours of the forsaking, the whole matter was finished.  John tells us, “he said, It is finished”, John 19:30.  Luke tells us that the Lord said “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46) and both Mark and Matthew tell us that He uttered a loud cry (Matt.27:50; Mark 15:37).  The matter of sin and sins had been dealt with to God’s entire satisfaction, and the peerless, intrinsic perfection of the humanity of Jesus remained.

So for the first time, a sinless man went into death.  What a tremendous moment it was!  I think we could say that death was taken aback.  I think we can rightly speak of death as in a sense personified, because Paul does that.  He addresses death as such; he writes “Where, O death, is thy sting?”.  Then the psalmist too wrote “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”, Ps.114:5.  I think we could say that death was astonished, because nothing like this had ever happened before.  The Lord Jesus went into death of His own volition, you might say as an Invader.  This was a great military action, the greatest invasion there has even been, when a sinless Man invaded the dark realm of death.  No wonder the rocks were rent, and that there was a great earthquake.  This was cataclysmic!  The veil of the temple was rent, rocks were rent, tombs were opened – what a moment!  Death had been challenged for the first time, and had been met.  I think the fact that the tombs were opened was a demonstration of the fact that death had now been challenged, and although the Lord Jesus was lying in death, He was going to rise.

There was an earthquake when He died; it was no wonder that the centurion said “Truly this man was Son of God”.  Then the Lord Jesus lay in death for three days.  You might wonder, if the work of expiation had been completed, why He had to go into death and lie there.  The matter of sin and sins had been completely dealt with, but death still remained, so the Lord Jesus went into it to break its power publicly.  With any other man lying in death for three days, corruption would have set in, but God would not allow His Holy One to see corruption (Ps.16:10).  Corruption is the result of sin having come in to the human race but here was a Man in whom there was no sin, therefore there could be no corruption.  I think these three days were necessary to demonstrate that fact, that there was no corruption in that precious body.

Now these three days having been accomplished, there was another earthquake.  It is remarkable; there was an earthquake when He went into death and another earthquake when He came out of death.  The world never saw it of course, but those loving souls who came to seek their dead Lord were let into the secret.  An angel rolled away the stone, and sat upon it.  As has been said before, it was a mark of holy derision6.  The scripture says “The Lord shall have them in derision”, Ps.2:4.  The angel sat there on that stone, reminding us again of these words of the psalmist “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?”.  The victory had been won, and so the angel said to these dear souls, “He is not here, for he is risen”; he said as it were ‘You will not find your Lord here, He is out of death now, and you will know Him now in a new way’.  We learn more of that in John’s gospel, of how Mary was let into the secret immediately when she was told to go to His brethren and tell them that He was about to ascend and that His Father was to be their Father, and His God their God, John 20:17.  How wonderful all that is, but here, the point is the greatness of Christ’s victory and His triumph as He is out of death, and there is nothing to be found there in the tomb.  Certainly there were angels, and there were clothes lying there, but the blessed Object of their affections was gone.  He was out of death, victorious.  That victory was great, and, dear brethren, the Lord would share that victory with us.

That brings us to the passage in 1 Corinthians.  These corruptible bodies that we have now “must needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality … then shall come to pass the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory”.  Death has no fear for the believer; it has become a servant instead of a master.  Instead of terrorising persons, death has become the means that carries us into the presence of the Lord.  What a wonderful thing that is!  I was thinking of Paul writing of the time of his release being come (2 Tim.4:6); he was just waiting for the time of his release.  It was as if he was waiting on death as a vehicle which was going to carry him triumphantly into the presence of his Lord.  Death has been swallowed up in victory, so there is no sting in death now; it is nothing more than a servant.  “All things are yours”, Paul wrote (1 Cor.3:21), life, and death too; death is yours, it is your servant, it is going to take you into the presence of your Lord.

Well it may be, of course, that the Lord will come for us before then.  What a wonderful moment the rapture will be, if we are still here.  Many of us are getting on in years and we can feel the decline in our mortal bodies, but there is no fear in death.  There is no fear in love, either, because love pervades, and “perfect love casts out fear”, 1 John 4:18.  What a comfort to the soul.  May our hearts be encouraged by these few thoughts.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
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Scripture references

Matthew 27:50-54 (JND) [50] And Jesus, having again cried with a loud voice, gave up the ghost. [51] And lo, the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom, and the earth was shaken, and the rocks were rent, [52] and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints fallen asleep arose, [53] and going out of the tombs after his arising, entered into the holy city and appeared unto many. [54] But the centurion, and they who were with him on guard over Jesus, seeing the earthquake and the things that took place, feared greatly, saying, Truly this [man] was Son of God.

Matthew 28:1-6 (JND) [1] Now late on sabbath, as it was the dusk of the next day after sabbath, came Mary of Magdala and the other Mary to look at the sepulchre. [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

1 Corinthians 15:54-58 (JND) [54] But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory. [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory? [56] Now the sting of death [is] sin, and the power of sin the law; [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ. [58] So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in [the] Lord.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Matthew 27:50 (JND) [50] And Jesus, having again cried with a loud voice, gave up the ghost.

Mark 15:37 (JND) [37] And Jesus, having uttered a loud cry, expired.

Psalms 114:5 (JND) [5] What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

Psalms 2:4 (JND) [4] He that dwelleth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

2 Timothy 4:6 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come.

1 Corinthians 3:21 (JND) [21] So that let no one boast in men; for all things are yours.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.



SON OVER GOD’S HOUSE


Hebrews 3:1-6;  10:19-22

I felt led to these scriptures through the references to Christ as over God’s house.  It refers to Him as “Son over his house” and then as “a great priest over the house of God”.  Our conduct in the house of God is a very important matter.  We have been reminded that we are always in it, so to see Christ’s place in relation to it would help us.  It is very stabilising to think that He is over it.  No one else but He is over it, beloved brethren, and what comes out in chapter 3 is His faithfulness.  It speaks of Jesus as “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, who is faithful to him…”.  We might say that God has seen to it that His Son is over His house, and Christ is faithful to God.  He will maintain things in relation to God as suited to God.  We can be assured of that!  My exercise is that I should be in a right relation to Christ, to be subject to Him so as to discern His movements, for He is active in relation to God’s house.  He is not there in a passive way; He is active in relation to it, beloved brethren, and He is faithful.  The need for holiness is very great, so as to see the Lord in His movements, but it is a great assurance to know that He is over God’s house.  Therefore I need to be kept in relation to Him, for He maintains things according to God.  God’s house is an ordered place.  It is a sphere of affection, and as Son over it, Christ would maintain things for God and maintain us in relation to God.  The great need is to be with God.  It is said of Christ that He “was with God”, John 1:1.  He is God of course, but He is with God, He came out from God, and He maintains things for God.  What a wonderful thing that is.  We can rest in that, but we need to be exercised to be with Him.  In a critical time in Israel’s history, Moses was with God and he acted rightly, while Aaron was with the people and he erred (Exod.32).  So it is a great thing to be with God.

That leads me to the scripture in chapter 10, because it is encouraging in relation to entering the holy of holies so as to approach God.  It is open to us!  We can have boldness to enter “into the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus, the new and living way”, so that we can approach.  Then “having a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart”.  I think that, as we take up the exercise to approach God, the Lord Jesus is there to strengthen us.  He is there to help us; He is a “great priest”.  In chapter 3, He is spoken of as a great High Priest, but there is nothing official about this thought of His being a “great priest”.  He is that morally and He is able to strengthen us, beloved brethren, in approach to God so that we can be with God.

I just thought of these two references as to Christ.  One is from God’s side; He is over the house of God from God’s side to maintain things for God, Son over His house.  In the other scripture, He is on our side; He is over the house so that we can approach God.  We can be encouraged to approach Him, to be strengthened by the “great priest”.  The Lord Jesus is a “great priest”, beloved brethren!  Our focus has been on Him tonight, and it is a good thing to have Him before us.  May the Lord help us and strengthen us in it, in His name.

Word in meeting for ministry, Witney
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Scripture references

Hebrews 3:1-6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. [4] For every house is built by some one; but he who has built all things [is] God. [5] And Moses indeed [was] faithful in all his house, as a ministering servant, for a testimony of the things to be spoken after; [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

Hebrews 3:1-6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. [4] For every house is built by some one; but he who has built all things [is] God. [5] And Moses indeed [was] faithful in all his house, as a ministering servant, for a testimony of the things to be spoken after; [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

Hebrews 10:19-22 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water.

Hebrews 10:19-22 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Exodus 32 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! [2] And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring [them] to me. [3] Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought [them] to Aaron. …
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