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RECOVERY

J. McKillop 

Ezra 8: 24, 26, 27; Matthew 18: 19, 20; Acts 3: 1–7; 2 Timothy 4: 11; Hebrews 13: 23 

I have in mind, beloved brethren, to say something to encourage all of us in view of recovery. 

In reading through Ezra’s book and the recovery there, one was impressed with the statement, “Two vessels of shining copper, precious as gold”. In the first chapter of the book we find a list of the vessels that were already given and counted, five thousand four hundred vessels of gold and silver (Ezra 1: 11), and all this in view of the service of God. In the scripture in Acts we find two men who bring about recovery in a man who had been lame from his mother’s womb, over forty years, and in 2 Timothy we find Mark recovered, and Timothy. In that way Peter and John and Mark and Timothy become “vessels of shining copper” which involves, beloved brethren, the process of judgment. As you know, the scripture speaks of copper being used in relation to the tabernacle system. Whatever part one may have in the divine system, the great principle of judgment must enter into it—personal self-judgment, and then there is God’s judgment which the copper represents, and there is assembly judgment. In the book of Revelation we have God saying as to the saints in relation to Babylon, “God has judged your judgment upon her” (Revelation 18: 20), so I thought, beloved brethren, that we might get help as we look at how God operates in the way of recovery. 

The first person recovered, as the brethren would know, was Adam, and God did it Himself because there was no other to do it; He clothed Adam and his wife with coats of skin (Genesis 3: 21) and He set him up in mercy and grace in relation to what could be developed under God’s eye in the creation. Then He takes up Moses to recover His people out of Egypt—of course under God’s intervening power, but Moses was the law-giver and it was he who brought them out—and the testimony was that the people were to “stand still” at the Red Sea (Exodus 14: 13) “and see the salvation of Jehovah”. 

There are various ways in which God operates in recovery. There is what is administrative; there is the way of priestly grace which I think is seen in Ezra; and there is a way of levitical service seen in Peter and John and in Mark and Timothy. I feel that the recovery brought out in Ezra, and specially as to these two copper vessels, is unique in the Scriptures. Copper has a great place in Scripture; we have the altar of burnt-offering composed of copper, and its horns and the staves for carrying it covered with copper; and God says through Moses in relation to their going into the land, in Deuteronomy 8: 9, that they will find stones of iron and dig in the mountains for copper. That involves exercise, dear brethren. It involves an understanding of why God specifically brings in copper in this way. My impression is, as we look over the Scriptures and see God’s ways with His people of old and with the assembly under Christ and in Paul’s ministry, that self-judgment is of prime importance if we are going to continue in the service of God for the recovery of persons. 

It is interesting that these vessels were in Babylon. Artaxerxes was moved by God to send Ezra to beautify the house of God, and the vessels were made available for the recovery of the service of God at Jerusalem. It is interesting too, dear brethren, that God’s thoughts are always prime thoughts. He takes up His own thoughts, His own counsels, and He works them out. He works them out through persons. In some cases He works sovereignly Himself, apart from others, but generally the Lord works through His servants to bring about recovery. Copper is a prime metal, there is no alloy in it, but it has to be treated. It has to be brought under the constant heat of the furnace to eliminate the debris that may be in it, but it is a prime metal. God’s thoughts are prime thoughts and copper is a prime metal that God uses as a figure to let us understand something of the glory of His thoughts beginning with Himself, and we have this day the privilege of working out these thoughts for His glory. 

Copper has to be used to keep it shining, otherwise it tarnishes, and many have become tarnished. They are not in use. They are not available for the service. They are not shining. I trust that my word today, simple as it is, will cause the beloved saints to become vessels available for the Master’s use. Shining faces!—I love to see the faces of the brethren shine as I look at them. I love to come into the meeting early and see the brethren come in. I have been with the beloved brethren in fellowship seventy years through God’s mercy and His grace and I love to see the brethren in many places, but one’s heart gets heavy at times because of the tarnish on these copper vessels that have been recovered and are not usable for the service of God, they are not usable to attract persons. But what is in mind in recovery is 

“two of you”, two of the assembly; not just two people who have agreed to differ or agreed to go on. Amos says, “Shall two walk together except they be agreed?” (Amos 3: 3). The Lord says in John’s gospel, “By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst, yourselves” (John 13: 35), and, “This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you” (John 15: 12). 

So these vessels come back from Babylon, and I would like to get to the prime thought that God has in mind for us in the “two vessels of shining copper, precious as gold”. Think of that! Redemption would be in mind in the silver earlier, the righteousness of God—that is our general position, but are we “vessels of shining copper”, available for God’s service, to the saints, to people around us “to succour by a word him that is weary”, Isaiah 50: 4? Or do we just like to slide along, go with the current, not pulling our share on the oar but just sliding along? But the Spirit of God has indicated that these vessels should be taken account of; “two vessels of shining copper, precious as gold”. I think in the application of it, in one’s simple thoughts, it means two of the assembly. That means we are moving in the light of what Christ has in mind as the greatest object for His heart. He “loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it” (Ephesians 5: 25), and as it says in Hebrews, “who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame” (Hebrews 12: 2). He went through it all, the cross, the grave, beloved brethren, to get the assembly, but He wants these “two vessels of shining copper” in His service, and we find that in Peter and John. 

They were recovered persons! John was a recovered man. You may say, But did not John always stay with the Lord? He was in His bosom and leaned on His breast, but when they came to take the Lord in the garden they all fled, John with them, and left Him alone. It is recovered persons that are vital to the service of God and the service of the glad tidings. Then Peter denied the Lord, and the Lord told him he would do that. ‘No, Lord; suppose I have to die for You; I shall go with You’. 

How like me, undependable! The first man is of no value in what God has in mind. Think of the grace of recovery in the great Priest, Christ, as He turned and looked at Peter as the cock crew. He looked at him, not with eyes of fire, not with eyes of rebuke; He looked at him with the eyes of the dove, the eyes of love, and what is the result? “Peter, going forth without, wept bitterly”, Luke 22: 62. But he was a recovered man. John 21 tells us that. He is recovered fully, and the Lord probing him brings him to it, “Lord … thou knowest that I am attached to thee”. He was attached to Christ, a recovered man, a shining vessel for the service of God. We had a touch the other night on the fishing trip. John had gone astray with Peter to fish. Any of the brethren here going fishing? I mean morally, looking for something that they cannot find. Stay with Christ and you will get the haul—greater than you ever expected. 

“Cast the net at the right side of the ship”; and what did they find? They did not get minnows or little sardines—a hundred and fifty-three great fishes! Dear brethren, that is what we are looking for. Every recovered person in the light is a great fish for the service of God. 

In the third of Acts we have “two vessels of shining copper” and the man looks at them, expecting to receive alms, but how wonderful what he received. He received the blessings of the gospel; he received a link of association and fellowship; and he was raised up. Peter says, “Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee—In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean …” Think of that Name, linked with the reproach of Christ, the Nazaraean. 

How many love to be linked with the great churches, the great big edifices! “He raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong. And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God”. We have here another good burnished copper vessel, shining in the light, as the sequel shows. I do not want to go into detail, but there are things in the Scriptures so delightful, so positive. 

Now, dear young brothers, I have a word for you. Who are you following—someone like Peter who wants to go fishing elsewhere, going out of the province that the Lord has brought them into the service for? The Lord said to Peter, “I will make you become fishers of men”, Mark 1: 17. You are not made a vessel overnight. There is a process, the same as the process in making copper; there is the furnace, and the mill, the opening up and rolling it out, thin or thicker, making it available to be wrought into vessels. I know, dear brethren, the physical side. I started to learn to be a coppersmith when I was fourteen years of age, and I loved to see that shining copper, and every time we finished a vessel, what did we do? We took it and polished it to make it look beautiful. And the truth is, if you are not in use in the service of God, you become tarnished. There is a look of dullness in you. Let us not have any dull faces here today, not because of what I am saying, but because of the ministry of our beloved brother as to the death of Christ, His burial, His resurrection and His ascension, the glories of that Man in heaven who is shining out with all the glory of God in His blessed face, available to shine in our hearts “for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. 

Now we think of Paul and Silas in prison. Sometimes in pressure persons are recovered, and that is what happened in the gaol at Philippi. God came in in His own inimitable way and caused the earthquake, and all the bonds were loosed and the jailor rushed in, having asked for lights, saying, “What must I do that I may be saved?”, Acts 16: 30. The two vessels of shining copper that had been under pressure gave light to that jailor in what they said—“Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. Not just yourself, but the whole house. We want all these little copper vessels available for service in the house of God. 

Then we come to Timothy and he has been released from prison. What a vessel Timothy was! What a vessel for the young men to emulate! It says, “… our brother Timotheus is set at liberty”. Oh how choice these expressions are, ‘our brother’, ‘our sister’, the two together, Aquila and Priscilla. Sometimes she is mentioned first and sometimes he is mentioned first. 

She is equal in that way as serviceable with her husband, and he is equal to the sister, his wife, in affection. I think they bring out a beautiful example for households. It is of interest that the laver was put in the tabernacle system. Do you know how they got it? It was made of copper, and it is of interest that the priests had to wash their hands and their feet before they entered into the service of God. How they got that laver is testing to the sisters. Do you all know how they got it? Are you prepared to provide a laver today? They took their looking-glasses and these were melted down and made into a laver. You can still in your spirit, beloved sisters, commit yourselves to the service of Christ. It is wonderful how these copper mirrors or looking-glasses—they were not glass, they were copper were made into a laver for the purification of the priests for their service Godward. 

Now we find Paul saying, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself”, as he addresses Timothy. “Luke alone is with me”—they had all left him, Demas “having loved the present age”—so, “Luke alone is with me. Take Mark …”. Oh how delightful! a recovered vessel, coming out in principle from Babylon. Paul says, “he is serviceable to me for ministry”, for levitical service. Earlier he had said as to Timothy, “I have no one like-minded who will care with”—‘feeling’? No!—“genuine feeling how ye get on”, Philippians 2: 20. It was real concern, real interest in the truth with these two younger men, and their service is now available for the saints, and the great apostle of the Gentile church is bringing them to be serviceable to him. O, dear brethren, let us be serviceable to the brethren! Let us bring out some of the glorious shining features of the Man in the glory! 

Think of what Mark did after he was converted and brought back to Paul. He wrote his gospel, and no doubt Paul gave him much that was instructive that Mark brought into his gospel. Think of the urgency of Mark’s gospel, how the Lord comes in directly in relation to the urgency of the conditions, casts out the demon, heals the leper, raises Peter’s wife’s mother up. These things are practical. By the power of the Spirit of God in inditing the Scriptures we know how to conduct ourselves in God’s house which is “the pillar and base of the truth” (1 Timothy 3: 15), but let us, beloved brethren, look on those whose faces are shining. I can go back sixty-two years to my first meeting with beloved J. Taylor in Indianapolis in 1923 when I was a young man fresh from this country. After that meeting Mr. Taylor was speaking to some and I was going over to hear and a dear servant of the Lord, now with Him, said, ‘What do you want?’ I said, ‘I want to hear what Mr. Taylor is saying’. ‘Fine’, he says, ‘Come in front of me’. I laid hold of that man and his ministry and I remained—thank God for His grace—with him until the Lord took him home. 

Beloved brethren, I just submit these things, simple as they are, but, I trust, attractive to us so that these “vessels of shining copper” may be more in evidence among us and that the result of our service will be recovery in the way of administration, recovery in the way of priestly grace, or recovery in the way of levitical service. Whatever the Lord commits to us, let us do it with all our might for His glory and the blessing of the beloved brethren whom the Lord loved and gave Himself for, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Edinburgh
5 April 1985 

 


Scripture references

Ezra 8:24-27 (JND) [24] And I separated twelve of the chiefs of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren with them, [25] and I weighed to them the silver and the gold and the vessels, the heave-offering for the house of our God, which the king and his counsellors and his princes, and all Israel present, had offered. [26] And I weighed into their hand six hundred and fifty talents of silver; and silver vessels a hundred talents, [and] of gold a hundred talents; [27] and twenty basons of gold, of a thousand darics; and two vessels of shining copper, precious as gold.

Matthew 18:19-20 (JND) [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens. [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Acts 3:1-7 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us. [5] And he gave heed to them, expecting to receive something from them. [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk. [7] And having taken hold of him [by] the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong.

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Hebrews 13:23 (JND) [23] Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty; with whom, if he should come soon, I will see you.

Ezra 1:11 (JND) [11] All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand four hundred. The whole did Sheshbazzar bring up, when they of the captivity were brought up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

Revelation 18:20 (JND) [20] Rejoice over her, heaven, and [ye] saints and apostles and prophets; for God has judged your judgment upon her.

Genesis 3:21 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin, and clothed them.

Exodus 14:13 (JND) [13] And Moses said to the people, Fear not: stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he will work for you to-day; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

Deuteronomy 8:9 (JND) [9] a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper.

Amos 3:3 (JND) [3] Shall two walk together except they be agreed?

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

John 15:12 (JND) [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Luke 22:62 (JND) [62] And Peter, going forth without, wept bitterly.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Mark 1:17 (JND) [17] And Jesus said to them, Come after me, and I will make you become fishers of men;

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Acts 16:30 (JND) [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved?

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.



GOD’S OPERATIONS IN TIME

C. J. H. Davidson 

1 Kings 18: 21, 30–39; Mark 6: 1–3, 7, 8, 12, 13; Acts 19: 1–7; Revelation 21: 10–12, 14, 21–23 

It is very interesting the use that God has made of time. He is the God who dwelt in a past eternity—and there is a coming one—but God has made use in time of the number twelve—

extensive use. A beloved man who lived in this city said of that number that it is the manipulation of love. The children here can know that, unless they are too taken up with their calculators to be able to do money sums without calculators! You can have twelve ones, and six twos, and four threes, and three fours, all out of the number twelve. And God has fastened that on the present creation. The Lord Jesus said, Are there not twelve hours in the day in which men may work? (John 11: 9). Not many men work twelve hours a day now. The Lord also said, “The night is coming, when no one can work”, John 9: 4. That has been a word to me; I go on in view of the twelve hours of the day. And then God has put the stamp of twelve upon the months, twelve months in the year. The beginning of months for Israel was the month Abib which we call March. There is a lovely meaning to that name, ‘the month of green ears’, the shoots coming up in the spring-time. Ah, you say, when you see the buds breaking on the trees. Summer is near! 

O beloved, summer is near. But the months are under the hand of God; He manipulates that number twelve for His own purposes and it goes right through, from the beginning of the creation that now is, to the end of that creation. There will be no need for numbers in eternity. 

One blessed feature is that the word of God says that in that day of glory, night shall not be there (Revelation 21: 25); it will be eternal day without a night. Oh, to think of it! 

God does not create division, but when waste and darkness entered the world God said, I must separate between the light and the darkness, because He is light and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1: 5). And then, when His greatest blessing came in with the birth of Christ at Bethlehem and men refused Him all His days and killed Him by wicked hands at the cross, God said, I will still go on giving light to men, the light of the gospel. And it has come right down to our day. But, beloved, there is a separation that needs to be maintained between the light and the darkness, because God has done it and you and I have got to do it. 

In this wonderful recovery in which we have our part Elijah the prophet stands for the great ministers of the recovery in our day. What a scene this is—there are the false gods; they gave no answer. Their idolatrous followers cut themselves till the blood gushed out upon them. Stupid people! There was no answer. 

How could there be an answer from the god that they were looking to? And so many are looking to gods many and lords many at the present time. Paul says, “Yet to us there is one God”, 1 Corinthians 8: 6. So Elijah on this great day of recovery says, I must get back to what Jehovah started with; the number twelve in Israel; the sons of Jacob, twelve men. So he takes twelve stones and builds again the altar of Jehovah. And he calls upon Jehovah. Oh, I love to think that the men who have served us in the recovery got down on their knees and, like Elijah, said to God, ‘Answer me, answer me’. And God did. I do not know if you young ones realize the privilege you have that one hundred and fifty years ago God raised up a man like Elijah the prophet. God waited through nearly two thousand years of darkness in Christendom and then He said, I will give men the best light that I have, as to an exalted Christ and an assembly built according to Him, man being God’s image and glory (1 Corinthians 11: 7). The recovery started with a man who said, God’s principle of unity is separation from evil, and all the light of the coming glory started to flood in. 

Then, beloved, think of the privilege we have had in knowing a man to whom the Lord gave, I believe, the closing ministry of the recovery; the matter of the Person of the Son of God in 1929 and later the truth as to the Person and glory of the Holy Spirit. All of that has come into the span of one hundred and fifty years, and I tell you, beloved, it is like Elijah first having to come before the Lord comes. The Lord said that when they asked Him, Why say the scribes that Elijah must first come? Oh, He says, Elijah did first come to restore all things, and they have done to him whatever they would (Matthew 17: 10–12). That was John the baptist. Elijah is one of the outstanding men in Scripture, but his successor, John, in the spirit and power of Elijah, was there to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. What did he do? He turned the hearts of the fathers to the children (Luke 1: 17). You young people here, be thankful for what your parents have and hold on to it because it has been brought to you through the sufferings, prayers and supplications of the ministers of the recovery. I want to be in it at the end, and I want to see the hearts of all us older ones turning towards the children, the younger ones, that they too may be among a people made ready for the Lord. 

So Elijah is a great figure. He builds that altar again. And we have had, as it were, built again before us the glory of the ministry of Christ and the assembly. What a structure that vessel is, divine workmanship in every detail. But Elijah says, I will bring in the matter of death—the water—because there is nothing of nature that can express God. So we have to learn that our natural relationships, ordered of God and to be enjoyed rightly, of themselves cannot bring us into the glory of the recovery. So having done that, the fire of Jehovah falls. But there is just that one expression that I want to dwell on for a moment. Elijah says, “Thou hast turned their heart back again”. Oh, if there has been any declension with any of us, let us have our hearts turned back again to Christ. I tell you, beloved, there would be not one bit of division amongst the people of God if the hearts of all were turned back to be faithful to that blessed and glorious Man. 

Oh, what a Man He is! He knew how to use the number twelve. They disdained Him in chapter 6 of Mark. Just a carpenter, they said; what wisdom is this that He has? His family was not of much importance to them, but it was of great importance to heaven because they were all there in the end in the upper room when the structure of the assembly was being brought about by the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. His mother and His brethren were there. Oh, how lovely that is! And the great Carpenter could handle those twelve men, the apostles, and make them what they were. You know, He is still doing that, fitting persons into the divine system, fitting His servants. There are no apostles today, but the spirit of what was apostolic entered into the recovery in men who laid down their lives for the sake of the Lord Jesus. That is what they did; and they got on their knees and said, Answer me, answer me! And He did. Was there ever anyone like Jesus for putting people together, fitting them together? Paul speaks of the whole body being fitted together (Ephesians 4: 16). That is the work of the great Carpenter. 

So immediately in this chapter, where they dismiss Him as a mere tradesman, the Spirit records that He called the twelve and sent them out two and two. That is part of the manipulation of love. Peter and John were like that, the handiwork of Christ when He was here among men, and they are seen in the book of the Acts and they can say to the lame man, “Look on us”. Oh, do not forget the background to all of this; it is just the loving-kindness of God that He should allow us at the end of the dispensation—the longest that there has been and the greatest, but in some sense the saddest because there has been such turning away and darkness—to see and hear about the mysteries of God’s grace. 

Do not be discouraged, beloved, by few numbers. You ponder how few Christ had when He was here. He says, “I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought”, yet He says in the prophet, “my judgment is with … Jehovah”, Isaiah 49: 4. And so it is; the day will declare what Christ has wrought, and what He wrought at the beginning He did with few men; “the men were about twelve” in Acts 19. What was Paul in his ministry going to do with them? He was going to fit them by his ministry, given him from heaven, for their part in the great assembly of God in Christ Jesus, where there will be glory to God to the ages of ages. What a system of glory it is! But it began in that wicked city where the stupidity of man fancied that there was a great goddess, a woman, Diana, or Artemis. Benighted darkness was there and in it Paul found twelve in whom the work of God had already started. They were repenting persons. Let us continue to be such. You may say, How wonderful to have Ephesian light, but the foundation of it was in John the baptist’s ministry. But they had missed the key in John’s ministry. John did his work well; that man was magnificent in his making way for the increase of Christ. Paul says, You ought to have believed on Him that came after John the baptist. John the baptist preached a good gospel—Oh, did he not? “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1: 36. That is not a very long gospel to weary people, but everything is in that Man. 

And so things light up at Ephesus and Diana goes down, as Jezebel will go down. At the present time Jezebel is rising up, putting a nice kind face upon things to win the Protestants over. God remembers the blood of the martyrs. Mr. Taylor did not forget it; he said he had respect for the Church of England because in the middle ages if you wanted this precious book you had to go to the little churches around England to get it. I have seen Bibles with chains on because that was the only place where you could read the Bible. And then he said he respected it because of the blood of the martyrs. You think of men being burnt alive. 

As they suffered, Latimer, who loved Jesus, said to his fellow-martyr Ridley, ‘Play the man—we shall this day light such a candle by God’s grace in England, as I trust shall never be put out’. And I tell you it is very largely in these other parts of the world, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, America, that the candle-light has come because of the blood of the martyrs. Oh, let us be more inspired, beloved, to be definite. The beginning at Ephesus is in Acts 19, and there the whole counsel of God was announced. The end is John’s record in the Revelation. 

See what God makes of the number twelve at the end; twelve gates, twelve angels, the names of the twelve tribes, twelve foundations, the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and finally, twelve gates, twelve pearls. That is a magnificent galaxy of glory because love is in every one of those matters, particularly the pearl. There is a gate for the assembly position here in this city. You are not the assembly; there are many believers around who belong to that one body; but you hold assembly light. I could not go anywhere else preaching. The ‘open’ idea is that you can go just anywhere you like, it does not matter what error is held. 

That is absolute lawlessness. Mr. Darby says it is neutrality as to Christ. Well, I am not going to be neutral as to Christ, and the number twelve in its bearing does not involve anything but the perfection of the work of that Man. 

So there is a great deal at the end to rejoice in. What a structure it will be! We sang Mr. McCallum’s hymn at Villa Grove, ‘Jerusalem, eternal! The city of Christ’s God’, Hymn 221. The Lamb is there. The nations that are saved for the millennial glory will have free access to that city and whenever they approach one of the gates there will be a reminder that the assembly, and the assembly alone, is the “one pearl of great value”. I remember Mr. Myles giving an address on the one pearl of great value and some of the sisters gave up afterwards what they had worn decoratively, ropes of pearls; but the one pearl is Christ’s assembly. Paul says how the women are to be dressed (1 Timothy 2: 9, 10). You come to each gate and it is one pearl. The unity of affection for Christ in the assembly is surpassingly wonderful. 

May we be encouraged then that the recovery is not going to peter out; it is going to go on, and will go out in glory. One of the hymns speaks of ‘That glorious blaze of living light’ (Hymn 79), one of the most splendid statements in spiritual poetry; and we are going to see it and be in it and be part of it. It is no longer a question of personalities bulking largely before us and turning some aside one way and some aside to another party; that is not it at all; it is 84 one structure, the handiwork of the Spirit and of Christ, and the Father’s pleasure is bound up in it. May we be cheered, beloved, by what is before us, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Brooklyn, N.Y.
22 June 1985 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 18:21-39 (JND) [21] Then Elijah drew near to all the people, and said, How long do ye halt between two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him. And the people answered him not a word. [22] And Elijah said to the people, I, only I, remain a prophet of Jehovah; and Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. [23] Let them therefore give us two bullocks: and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and put it on the wood, and put no fire; and I will sacrifice the other bullock, and put it on the wood, and put no fire. [24] And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of Jehovah; and the god that answers by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, The word is good. [25] And Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Choose one bullock for yourselves, and sacrifice it first; for ye are the many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire. [26] And they took the bullock which had been given them, and sacrificed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, O Baal, answer us! But there was no voice, and none answered. And they leaped about the altar that had been made. [27] And it came to pass at noon that Elijah mocked them and said, Cry aloud; for he is a god; for he is meditating, or gone aside, or he is on a journey; perhaps he sleeps, and will awake. [28] And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with swords and spears, till the blood gushed out upon them. [29] And it came to pass when midday was past, that they prophesied until the [time] of the offering up of the oblation; but there was neither voice, nor any that answered, nor any attention. [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. [31] And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; [32] and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed; …

Mark 6:1-13 (JND) [1] And he went out thence and came to his own country, and his disciples follow him. [2] And when sabbath was come he began to teach in the synagogue, and many hearing were amazed, saying, Whence [has] this [man] these things? and what [is] the wisdom that is given to him, and such works of power are done by his hands? [3] Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended in him. [4] But Jesus said to them, A prophet is not despised save in his own country, and among [his] kinsmen, and in his own house. [5] And he could not do any work of power there, save that laying his hands on a few infirm persons he healed [them]. [6] And he wondered because of their unbelief. And he went round the villages in a circuit, teaching. [7] And he calls the twelve to [him]; and he began to send them out two [and] two, and gave to them power over the unclean spirits; [8] and he commanded them that they should take nothing for the way, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their belt; [9] but be shod with sandals, and put not on two body-coats. [10] And he said to them, Wheresoever ye shall enter into a house, there remain till ye shall go thence. [11] And whatsoever place shall not receive you nor hear you, departing thence, shake off the dust which is under your feet for a testimony to them. [12] And they went forth and preached that they should repent; …

Acts 19:1-7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. [4] And Paul said, John indeed baptised [with] the baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on him that was coming after him, that is, on Jesus. [5] And when they heard that, they were baptised to the name of the Lord Jesus. [6] And Paul having laid [his] hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. [7] And all the men were about twelve.

Revelation 21:10-23 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; [20] the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. [21] And the twelve gates, twelve pearls; each one of the gates, respectively, was of one pearl; and the street of the city pure gold, as transparent glass. …

John 11:9 (JND) [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world;

John 9:4 (JND) [4] I must work the works of him that has sent me while it is day. [The] night is coming, when no one can work.

Revelation 21:25 (JND) [25] And its gates shall not be shut at all by day, for night shall not be there.

1 John 1:5 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.

1 Corinthians 11:7 (JND) [7] For man indeed ought not to have his head covered, being God's image and glory; but woman is man's glory.

Matthew 17:10-12 (JND) [10] And [his] disciples demanded of him saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first have come? [11] And he answering said to them, Elias indeed comes first and will restore all things. [12] But I say unto you that Elias has already come, and they have not known him, but have done unto him whatever they would. Thus also the Son of man is about to suffer from them.

Luke 1:17 (JND) [17] And *he* shall go before him in [the] spirit and power of Elias, to turn hearts of fathers to children, and disobedient ones to [the] thoughts of just [men], to make ready for [the] Lord a prepared people.

Ephesians 4:16 (JND) [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

Isaiah 49:4 (JND) [4] And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God.

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

1 Timothy 2:9-10 (JND) [9] In like manner also that the women in decent deportment and dress adorn themselves with modesty and discretion, not with plaited [hair] and gold, or pearls, or costly clothing, [10] but, what becomes women making profession of the fear of God, by good works.



TWO WELCOME SOUNDS

N. T. Meek 

1 Kings 18: 41–46; 19: 1–4, 19–21 

I would like to speak about the “sound of abundance of rain”, and what one might read into the latter scriptures as the sound of running feet. The general setting is that Elijah, a man of God, had stood firmly in relation to the question of whether God’s rights were to be honoured or whether this foreign god, Baal, was to be respected. Thank God for every stand in relation to what is due to Himself! In one sense, God can protect, and does protect, His own testimony. 

In another sense, He uses persons to do it. Thank God for everyone who is prepared to do it. 

Elijah had acted very steadfastly and very bravely. He had apparently stood alone. And he had maintained whole thoughts, too, for the brethren. In taking twelve stones for the altar he was thinking of all the brethren being saved. It is important that we should hold that, and not hold a section only of the truth, or any sectional idea, but carry in our hearts a longing that the whole of God’s people should be saved. Paul carried that in relation to his people. “Our whole twelve tribes”, he says (Acts 26: 7). He would not allow the thought of any being missing. 

Elijah’s had been a remarkable stand, a fearless stand. God had blessed it. And now, Elijah detects a sound of an abundance of rain, that is, a ministry of blessing. We always need, dear brethren, to look for that. In fact, that is almost the last word, is it not, in the Old Testament (Malachi 3: 10)? God says, as it were, ‘You see if there will not be a ministry of blessing’. 

And surely there was, especially when Christ came. Now Elijah heard this sound before anyone else. He heard the sound of this abundance. Scripture speaks about the latter rain, which fills out the crop. That is not exactly the rain that helps to germinate the seed but the rain that fills out the crop to perfection, causing it to reach a fulness and quality which is superb. The Lord is worthy of that. Before He comes for the church, He is worthy of the best. 

We may feel the smallness of matters outwardly, but as far as you and I are concerned, let us aim that He should have the best. The ear of this spiritual man, this godly man, heard it. He heard the sound of an abundance of rain. He sent his servant to look toward the sea. But his servant could not see anything. So he virtually said, ‘Keep going, and I will keep praying’. 

One thing that has impressed me of late is the power of the prayer of a godly man. Scripture, later, in James, speaks of the fervent supplication of the righteous man. He is a person to whom God lends His ear. Reverently, one might say that God cannot but lend His ear to the prayer of a righteous man. Elijah bowed down on the earth; he put his face between his knees. He is urgent. He represents an exercise of soul which makes one feel very shallow. I pray, and if I pray for long I tend to go to sleep. Elijah did not go to sleep. His face was between his knees. The servant went seven times. And Elijah was praying. As the servant went to and fro, to and fro seven times, Elijah was sustained in prayer. We have been exhorted of late that there is no substitute for prayer. It calls upon God, calls upon His ear. It claims God’s ear, so that God Himself is moved to act. And the answer came. At the seventh time the servant says, “There is a cloud”; it is very small, but the answer was beginning to come. O, dear brethren, we may have to travail, we may have to continue to pray, but the answer will come. It may come in a small way, but sometimes you are aware that the beginning of an answer is in sight. It is a fine thing when that is so, when you feel that there is some token, something moving. 

Mr. Taylor saw that in the last war; he saw the turning of the tide of the war before most did. 

You can read of it in his letters. He detected, in certain matters that happened, the turning of the tide before the statesmen did. He was a spiritual man. He was a man who prayed about it. You can see that from his letters too, how he travailed for the brethren who were specially affected. It is a very affecting thing to think of the prayer of such a righteous man. It had much power, I am sure, with God. There were many prayers in that connection. And there is one thing, dear brethren, that is always timely, and that is to pray. The Lord said that men should always pray, and not faint (Luke 18: 1). It is a question about which we feel very measured, in connection with ourselves and localities, and our households, as to the amount that we sustain it. But there was first the sound of the abundance of rain, and then the rain came. It is a very affecting matter. And I think, if we have an ear for it, we may detect in our localities a certain stirring. I say that guardedly and yet I believe I have detected it, that there is in our gatherings a sound of something moving, something beginning to move. It may be it is small, small as a man’s hand. That is not very big, especially when you looked out over the Mediterranean, as I suppose it was here. You wonder how he saw it. He had some spiritual sight, I suppose, this young man. Sometimes in a locality there is a stirring in a brother or sister, something coming into an occasion which is indicating that God is moving, that God is moving in answer to someone’s prayer. 

Now in 1 Kings 19 there is a fresh circumstance. Elijah is like an older brother in the locality, with much experience. And yet he is subject to weakness, to decline, and even to despondency. One would speak very tenderly about this, because although he had stood so magnificently he gets frightened by the threat of a woman. It is extraordinary, is it not? She said only one thing and he went for his life. It shows the weakness, I think, the element of weakness that marks us. 

What poor material we are! He became despondent; and it is possible for us to do that too. He had heard the sound of the abundance of rain, and then a little while afterwards he was despondent. Such is our weakness, dear brethren. 

How often we are affected by circumstances! We get a lift up; there is a stirring of life in a locality, someone coming to the meetings a bit more regularly, for instance. You are thankful for it; you see a certain promise. And then the thing seems to lapse. And the tendency for us is to get despondent. This dear servant, this honoured servant, got despondent. He needs reviving. What he needs is someone to cheer him, to pour some water on his hands. We know what has been said about this, how he resigned his commission. God is very tender with him. 

And so should we be, very tender with one another, and we should be very tender with old persons too, very patient, persons who have stood in their day, ahead of us. We should be very patient. It is an affecting thing to witness, that character of patience with old persons. 

And when weakness sets in, it is a very affecting thing. I am sure that patience is pleasing to God. 

Elijah had been a fine brother. He had stood alone at one time. Against eight hundred and fifty false prophets he had stood alone (1 Kings 18: 19). He had revived one brother, one young man who had died. He had got down to him, had made himself small and got down and revived him. He was a fine brother! And yet he got despondent. One thing this teaches, dear brethren, is that weakness is always with us. But it also teaches that if young people need old brethren to help them (and what a debt we owe to the older generation), there is also a side in which old brethren need young ones. I would like just to address a word especially to young ones, because what happened here was that Elijah had to go and 

seek out a young one. He finds this young man Elisha ploughing and he casts his mantle on him. And then he goes on. It does not say that he asked him to follow him. It does not say that he said, ‘You had better start taking up your responsibility’. In a word, he left an impression. 

I think he left an impression of himself. I suppose the mantle in a certain sense would represent himself. He left an impression on this young man, and then walked on. 

I wonder what was in his heart. I have often wondered what was in his heart as he walked on. 

He had done what he had been told to do; he had put his mantle on him. Then he had given the young man a test and said, “What have I done to thee?” He had left that with the young man—“What have I done to thee?”, he said. Then it appears that he had walked on. And it may be that he still felt despondent. Now comes the question as to what the young man would do. I think of Elijah, I suppose in the wilderness still. He had been through a period of depression. He had done what God had said to him and he is just walking on. But he hears someone coming after him. It must have affected him. Earlier he had heard the sound of the abundance of rain. What was he hearing now? I think he was hearing some footsteps coming after him. 

Now that is a great matter for the older brethren in our localities, to hear the sound of footsteps following. They are not running ahead; it is the sound of feet that are following. 

One of the Lord’s final words is that we are to follow—“Follow thou me”, John 21: 23. It must have been a great comfort to Elijah. He would wonder, ‘What is the sound?’ What was it? What did he detect in the locality? Did he hear the sound of running feet? Is there one young person whose committal 

is evident by the sound of running feet? Or is there one, alas, whose feet are not running, not at the moment? Perhaps they have not altogether gone out of the way, but they are not running as they should. It is no end of a comfort to hear the sound of just one pair of running feet. 

Now I wonder, dear young one, whether the brethren hear the sound of your feet following? 

The older generation look round their localities. Maybe they think of how it has been. They think of the numbers that once were. They think of the room-fulls that once were. And they think of their own end being near. They look round to see if anyone is following. Is there anyone following? In your locality have the older brethren got cause to thank God that they can hear your running feet? I leave it with you. It is a great cheer, a great comfort. We owe much to those who have gone before. Most of us have come into a position that was ready-made for us through the faithfulness and the steady going on of a generation ahead. Now that generation may be passing. Have they cause for any comfort? Is there cause for any joy? 

Well, dear brethren, I think there may be the sound of the abundance of rain, the latter rain that will fill up the crop, so that when the Lord comes there will be something that will just answer to His heart. And then may there also be in our localities, perhaps not running too fast yet, the sound of these running feet in young brothers and young sisters, for the Lord’s name’s sake. 

Address at Villa Grove
25 December 1981 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 18:41-46 (JND) [41] And Elijah said to Ahab, Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. [42] And Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he bowed down on the earth, and put his face between his knees. [43] And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up and looked, and said, [There is] nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. [44] And it came to pass at the seventh time that he said, Behold there is a cloud, small as a man's hand, arising out of the sea. And he said, Go up, say to Ahab, Harness and go down, that the pour of rain stop thee not. [45] And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heavens became black [with] clouds and wind, and there was a great pour of rain. And Ahab got on the chariot, and went to Jizreel. [46] And the hand of Jehovah was upon Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jizreel.

1 Kings 19:1-21 (JND) [1] And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. [2] And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods [to me], and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time! [3] And when he saw [that], he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. [4] And he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a certain broom-bush, and requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough: now, Jehovah, take my life; for I am not better than my fathers. [5] And he lay down and slept under the broom-bush. And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! [6] And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. [7] And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee. [8] And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. [9] And there he went into a cave, and lodged there. And behold, the word of Jehovah [came] to him, and he said to him, What doest thou here, Elijah? [10] And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away. [11] And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. And behold, Jehovah passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before Jehovah: Jehovah was not in the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake: Jehovah was not in the earthquake. [12] And after the earthquake, a fire: Jehovah was not in the fire. And after the fire, a soft gentle voice. …

Acts 26:7 (JND) [7] to which our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive; about which hope, O king, I am accused of [the] Jews.

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

Luke 18:1 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint,

1 Kings 19 (JND) [1] And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and in detail how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. [2] And Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, So do the gods [to me], and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time! [3] And when he saw [that], he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. …

1 Kings 18:19 (JND) [19] And now send, gather to me all Israel to mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the Asherah four hundred, who eat at Jezebel's table.

John 21:23 (JND) [23] This word therefore went out among the brethren, That disciple does not die. And Jesus did not say to him, He does not die; but, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee?



RIGHTEOUSNESS

Righteousness first—what a test it will be 

As I travel the highway of life; 

What a challenge to do all things unto the Lord 

‘Midst the gathering darkness and strife.

 

Righteousness first in my dealings with men, 

In trials and many temptations, 

For all now must be clear, with no shady spot left, 

In actions and all my relations.

 

Righteousness first, it can only be so 

If I seek to be here for God’s will; 

When the battle is raging for right against wrong 

May the Spirit be guiding me still.

 

Righteousness first—just a little while left, 

For the coming of Jesus is soon, 

And then when I see Him Oh what joy it will be 

Then to hear His blest voice say, “Well done”.

(Written after a fellowship meeting at Hamilton, Scotland, in 1981 by a sister who desires to remain anonymous). 

Correction—In the first ‘Extract’ on p.23 of the April 1986 issue, line 3, the reference should have been to Philippians 4: 8, 9. 
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Scripture references

Philippians 4:8-9 (JND) [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things. [9] What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, these things do; and the God of peace shall be with you.
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