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VICTORY OVER DEATH

A. Macdonald 

Jeremiah 12: 5; Hebrews 11: 21, 22 

If the Lord leaves us here, everyone in this room, everyone—if the Lord does not come for us—will have to face the matter of the swelling of the Jordan. As the scripture says, “It is appointed unto men once to die”, Hebrews 9: 27 (A.V.). I would like to say very plainly at the outset that if you are without Christ, if you die in your sins, you will come under the judgment of God. 

What a tremendous privilege it was to spend the last few days and hours with our beloved brother. He was facing the swelling of the Jordan, but he said clearly to some of us, ‘I know that the Lord is going to take me, but I have absolute peace, and underneath are the everlasting arms of Jesus’. The facing of death is a very real thing and I think the Lord would challenge every one of our hearts as to how we are going to face the article of death, the swelling of the Jordan. “How wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?”—that is the word of God. Our brother was one, among many, many others, a cloud of witnesses, who have borne witness to the truth, thank God. God has never been without a witness right down through the ages. Even in the middle ages he had a man who was bold enough to stand up and say, under tremendous pressure, ‘Here I stand; I can do no other’, and he stood for the truth. 

Our beloved brother was one like that; he stood for the truth, and he suffered for the truth, and there was a burden upon him. But as looking at our brother as he was lying in death one felt that 

every burden had been lifted. He has fallen asleep through Jesus; there is no doubt, absolutely not a trace of doubt, in our hearts that our beloved brother is beyond all suffering and all pressure, and he is safe with Christ. 

We need to be absolutely sure and certain in relation to these things. Other things do not matter, the trivial things of this world. The whole world is passing, and all the pleasures of the world are passing, the temporary pleasures of sin, from which Moses turned. Our brother has referred to Moses, who faced these things in his younger days. May you face them in your youth. Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt (Hebrews 11: 26). O, beloved brethren, what a time it is for us in our feeble way to testify for the Lord Jesus; it still remains open to us. The Lord has left us here. He has taken our brother, but left us here; He has that right. 

It says, “By faith Jacob when dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff”. I would say without reserve that our beloved brother was a blesser as he was dying, and he was a worshipper. In almost my last conversation with him he referred to Ephesians and said, ‘Is it not grand? It is grandeur’—Paul bowing his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ in order that we might fully apprehend with all the saints “what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”, Ephesians 3: 14–l9. He said, ‘Is not that grand?’ You could see the bent of the mind of our beloved brother as he was dying. It was not here at all, it was not in this scene; the bent of his mind and his heart and his affections was toward Christ His Saviour and another world entirely. 

I think that connects with Jacob and Joseph—“By faith Jacob when dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped ...”; he was a blesser and he was a worshipper. We have seen it; what a privilege it has been to have our beloved brother amongst us. 

Then, “By faith Joseph when dying called to mind the going forth of the sons of Israel”; they are not called the sons of Jacob, they are called the sons of Israel. Beloved brethren, we need to clothe one another with dignity. Let us put aside what is trivial; let us put aside what is personal, and let us be helped by the Spirit of God to clothe one another as divine Persons would look upon us. Let us love one another. Joseph called to mind “the going forth of the sons of Israel, and gave commandment concerning his bones”. Our dear brother in his will gave commandment in relation to his bones—a matter which also relates to the burial of Stephen (Acts 8: 2). 1 hope those in this room will understand that it was the express desire of our beloved brother that those who participate in any way in this service should be walking with him in happy fellowship on the basis and ground of 2 Timothy 2, “those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2: 22). May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. A. B. Parker, New York
29 December 1982 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 12:5 (JND) [5] If thou hast run with footmen, and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou then contend with horses? And if in a land of peace thou thinkest thyself in security, how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?

Hebrews 11:21-22 (JND) [21] By faith Jacob [when] dying blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshipped on the top of his staff. [22] By faith Joseph [when] dying called to mind the going forth of the sons of Israel, and gave commandment concerning his bones.

Hebrews 9:27 (JND) [27] And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment;

Hebrews 11:26 (JND) [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Ephesians 3:14 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ],

Acts 8:2 (JND) [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.



COMFORT

J. A. Petersen 

Genesis 23: 1–4; 24: 67 (from “And Isaac ...”) 

This scripture is of importance as bearing on this occasion and time. The Spirit of God in writing this book through Moses, paused for a whole chapter, Genesis 23, in regard to the death and burial of a saint. It is right thus that we have paused and turned aside and come here. Others would have been here but are with us in spirit. The greatest thoughts as to Christ, in type, are in chapter 22 and then in chapter 24 Christ and the assembly are in mind. In between these chapters comes this matter of Sarah’s death and burial. The Lord Himself enters into such matters. He touched our sister and He took her. It was His matter, His timing. In the presence of what He has done, and is doing, we are to bow. The Lord is said to rule over both living and dead, “both if we should live then, and if we should die, we are the Lord’s”, Romans 14: 8. Our brother Mr. Taylor helped us to see that this whole department is under Him “those who have fallen asleep through Jesus” and are “with Christ” which is “very much better”. He is the divine Person who has acted in the matter that is current among us today, the Lord Jesus Himself. 

So this whole chapter is devoted to the death and burial of a saint. Our brother Mr. McCallum has just said in prayer that our sister was greatly beloved. The dying of Sarah was in relation to the land of promise, in relation to glory and in relation to heaven. It is not just that the tribulations are so great that one departs, but rather that our sister has departed in relation to the precious things of God. Her life was lived in relation to the assembly, which she loved, both in its local expression here and generally. The death of Sarah is distinguished for she was a distinguished personality marked by faith (see Hebrews 11: 11). 

We get certain expressions used in this chapter for the first time, expressions which should move our affections and help us. In verse 3, ‘And Abraham rose up from before his dead’. Our sister is our dead. Later on Abraham says ‘that I should bury my dead from before me’ 

(Genesis 23: 8). These are important matters. Abraham is claiming something for his dead, and what we claim for our sister is that she belongs to Christ, she belongs to the assembly, and she belongs to heaven. The assembly is a heavenly vessel. That is the great matter now; we belong to Christ, to the assembly, to heaven, and the assembly is a heavenly vessel. That is, I think, the bearing of the cave of Machpelah which Abraham here purchased. How righteous he was about it too! We have heard of the interest and kindness of the neighbours here to our brethren; well, Abraham is making a testimony to his neighbours, the sons of Heth. 

The reference in Genesis 24 is for comfort. We think of the children and grandchildren of our sister; they need comfort. It says, “Isaac was comforted after the death of his mother”. It was because he knew it was well with Sarah and he had an object for his affections in Rebecca, a type of the assembly. Dear brethren, let us have greater affection for the assembly and a greater understanding of what God has in His mind. Why are we left here? It is to be for the heart of Christ, ministering to Him and a testimony for Him in the gospel. And so Isaac was comforted. May the brethren be comforted in the departure of our sister, for what remains here is the assembly. It is a living and heavenly vessel. As Hezekiah said, “The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day—the father to the children shall make known thy truth”, Isaiah 38: 19. May we continue in the service of God, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 23:1-4 (JND) [1] And the life of Sarah was a hundred and twenty-seven years: [these were] the years of the life of Sarah. [2] And Sarah died in Kirjath-Arba: that is Hebron, in the land of Canaan. And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. [3] And Abraham rose up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, [4] I am a stranger and a sojourner with you; give me a possession of a sepulchre with you, that I may bury my dead from before me.

Genesis 24:67 (JND) [67] And Isaac led her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted after [the death of] his mother.

Genesis 23 (JND) [1] And the life of Sarah was a hundred and twenty-seven years: [these were] the years of the life of Sarah. [2] And Sarah died in Kirjath-Arba: that is Hebron, in the land of Canaan. And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. [3] And Abraham rose up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, …

Romans 14:8 (JND) [8] For both if we should live, [it is] to the Lord we live; and if we should die, [it is] to the Lord we die: both if we should live then, and if we should die, we are the Lord's.

Hebrews 11:11 (JND) [11] By faith also Sarah herself received strength for [the] conception of seed, and [that] beyond a seasonable age; since she counted him faithful who promised.

Genesis 23:8 (JND) [8] and spoke to them, saying, If it be your will that I should bury my dead from before me, hear me, and entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar,

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Isaiah 38:19 (JND) [19] The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth.



LOVED BY CHRIST

H. W. Knauss 

Romans 16: 1, 2 

Our brother spoke in his prayer of our sister being loved by all of us and by the Lord Himself. 

I believe the Lord Jesus has an assessment of each one of us, and I believe the assessment the Lord would have of our sister is that she is one that He loved. In this chapter we get some view of the assessment of Christ. It may be the assessment of the apostle Paul, but yet it is truly the assessment of Christ. We can say that Phoebe was to Paul what our sister would be to us—one that he greatly loved. He spoke of her being a helper of many, and of himself. 

And I believe I can use these words in relation to our sister, that she has been a helper of many, and of myself. I think the brethren in the aggregate could say this, that she has been a helper to each one of us. We loved her, and I think that would be Christ’s assessment. 

Paul has the opportunity to commend Phoebe here, one whom he loved in truth, to commend her to Rome. She was going on a journey there, and Paul would commend her to the saints in such a way that she would be loved by them as he loved her. We also see how his affections expanded as he wrote this letter, so that he is able in a salutary way to have an assessment of the saints in that place. The way he speaks of them in the balance of the chapter is wonderful, and I think our sister’s movements among us drew out that kind of love in us. Thus there would be, through her labours of love, greater love amongst ourselves. We think of what our sister has been in the testimony. I believe there is a similarity between Phoebe and our sister in the way she has been held in our affections. Paul could exhort the brethren to care for Phoebe in a special way as a sister. I wonder if we have assisted our sister in the work as she has been amongst us. One would just ask this of the young people especially, as to whether they have assisted our sister in the ministry. Paul speaks of Phoebe as “minister”, a sister ministering. And our sister certainly ministered amongst us, and not just in a menial way, although she did that too in her untiring service to make the saints comfortable. Her hospitality was well known by us. But she ministered Christ to us every time we spoke to her. I had many occasions to sit down and speak with her and she constantly refreshed me. 

believe that the Lord’s service to us at this time would be intensely personal. He has already served our sister in love. He has taken her to be with Himself. We sang of that in our hymn (Hymn 179) ‘To take one to Himself above’. Our sister has fallen asleep through Jesus; now He would strengthen us and comfort us in view of caring for her precious body in burial, awaiting the day when we shall have the final service of Christ when He will come with an assembling shout, and trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we who are alive shall be caught up together with them to meet Him in the air. What a day that will be, the final service of Christ! Our sister is awaiting that time, but in the meantime the Lord Jesus would comfort and strengthen us. 

One feels that there is an exhortation to be left with us at this time, as to whether we are ready to walk as our sister has walked. What an example she has been for us—setting out the feminine features of the truth that are so precious to Christ. It is that side of things that delights 

the heart of Christ, these feminine features coming to light here in a person’s walk. I think we can say that our sister has been a vital part of “the angel of the assembly” in this place. I think it is right to speak of it in that way, because the Lord Jesus Himself, in writing to the seven churches, writes to “the angel of the assembly” in each place, as if He would be speaking to persons who are ready to take on responsibility in relation to their walk, in view of setting out the features of the assembly which so delight His heart. I believe our sister has set that out. 

May the Lord bless these words. 

 


Scripture references

Romans 16:1-2 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself.



“WHATEVER THY HAND FINDETH TO DO”

W. S. Chellberg 

Ecclesiastes 9: 10 

This scripture has been on my heart, dear brethren, because this is what I have seen in our sister. What impresses me is that, starting with the smallest thing, she did it. We might have ideas of grandeur or fame or greatness of some sort, but this scripture is not that. 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do”—of course, we think of this scripture in the light of the New Testament and we should seek to serve under the Lord, under His direction and guiding. 

But what our brother has said about “a helper of many” is very impressive, and I think it should have its effect upon us. That is really what we are here for. We are at rest concerning our sister; we know where she is. We know that it is “very much better”, the wonderful privilege that she has! But this scripture is for us. What we have seen exemplified in her is that, beginning from the smallest thing, she reached even to the widest. Her interests were not just local; they were not just Villa Grove, Indianapolis, or Chicago. Her interests widened out until they covered the whole assembly. This is what I trust will be the result—that we will put our hand to the work. 

Now there is a gap in the ranks, there is a space to be filled. Will you put your hand to the work? As has been said already, she accepted her position; she was a sister. She exemplified the recognition of headship in a wonderful way. These things begin with whatever you find to do, that is, we are set, each one of us, in a certain environment. We have our local brethren, we have our family, and we begin with that, with that small thing. However, it is not to stop there, but starting with that seed, whatever your hand finds to do—do it. It widens out until it encompasses the whole thing. So I trust that this will encourage us and challenge us, and stimulate us in the presence of the greatest experience that we can have in a natural way—the facing of death. But God is encouraging us, and the Lord is encouraging us, that whatever you find to do, do it, and God will bless it. I think that is what He has done for our sister, and in His blessing He has taken her. She has now the blessed privilege of being with Jesus. 

Amen. 

Words at the burial of Mrs. S. McCallum, Villa Grove, Illinois
27 October 1982 

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 9:10 (JND) [10] Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in Sheol, whither thou goest.



A VOICE

B. M. Deck 

Revelation 1: 8–12, 17, 18; Isaiah 30: 18–21; Luke 9: 34–36 

I was thinking of the voice in these three passages. “I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet”. John turned back to see the voice. It is personified here. He knew what it meant to lie in the bosom of Jesus; he was a disciple whom Jesus loved. This stands open for us all. He knew the Lord’s voice, but such a voice as this he had never before heard. We must be aware of the way in which the Lord speaks in order that we may learn His view of the state of the assembly. We would desire to be with Him in what He is doing. 

John brings himself before us as a brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation. In what a tender way he draws our attention to it. Paul also completed his time of witness in imprisonment. 

This voice should awaken our interest and affect us. It led John to turn back and he saw the voice which spoke with him, and it gave him a view of Christ which he had never before had. 

We must be assured of the way in which the Lord sees the whole public state of the church and find our way therein whilst we seek in humility to walk in the light of the assembly. The view John gets embraces the whole history of the church and we in our generation are at the end of this dispensation. I believe that the Lord appeals to us to be with Him in His feelings, and His voice directs us to the preciousness of His Person. We know that at the end of this book He returns to the voice of testimony; He uses His personal name, “I Jesus”. How that calls 

upon each, one of us to be His confidants in the midst of the public denial. 

In Isaiah we find the faithful ones of Jehovah in the midst of breakdown such as that which we have contributed to. Thus here also we have a voice speaking from behind. It certainly seems that when we are with Him He will not hesitate to give us direction. He is unchanging in His own blessed feelings. He has remained faithful; He cannot deny Himself and remains true to His own work. We are the witness of this. Therefore we can be together in the bonds of love whilst in some measure we are formed in the divine nature and, as such, have experienced the sufferings and cares of the testimony. This passage shows that on the divine side there is no breakdown. He said to His people literally, “Thou shalt weep no more” and, as to their cry, “As he heareth it, he will answer thee”. If we go through opposition and pressure the sufferings will not cease, but we have the comfort of being together and of strengthening one another. Thank God for the bonds of love amongst us! Let us hold fast to this so that what Christ loves will be maintained until He come. 

The word here is, “And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it”. Thank God we can walk as those who are governed by the personal voice of Jesus. It is wonderful that He knows the days in which we are found. He knows fully what these days bring; He says, “I am with you all the days”. 

In Luke also we have guidance; “And there was a voice out of the cloud”. What a voice from heaven! It marks out Christ. Should it not be so in our assemblings, that a voice is to be heard there which distinguishes Christ? In every coming 

together we must think of His glory. The assembly belongs to Him and how highly He values those who walk in the light of it. So there is this voice from heaven, “This is my beloved Son: hear him”. Thus personal guidance comes to us. His voice will be heard when we are together, especially at the Supper. Let us be impressionable. Often we may have to turn back in order to hear this voice. It gives guidance to go on and to keep together till He come. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Cologne
11 August 1981 

(From the German in ‘ Neues und Altes’) 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 1:8-18 (JND) [8] I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith [the] Lord God, he who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. [10] I became in [the] Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice as of a trumpet, [11] saying, What thou seest write in a book, and send to the seven assemblies: to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea. [12] And I turned back to see the voice which spoke with me; and having turned, I saw seven golden lamps, [13] and in the midst of the [seven] lamps [one] like [the] Son of man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle: [14] his head and hair white like white wool, as snow; and his eyes as a flame of fire; [15] and his feet like fine brass, as burning in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters; [16] and having in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth a sharp two-edged sword going forth; and his countenance as the sun shines in its power. [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Isaiah 30:18-21 (JND) [18] And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he lift himself up, that he may have mercy upon you; for Jehovah is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him. [19] For the people shall dwell in Zion, at Jerusalem. Thou shalt weep no more; he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; as he heareth it, he will answer thee. [20] And the Lord will give you the bread of adversity, and the water of oppression; yet thy teachers shall not be hidden any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers. [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

Luke 9:34-36 (JND) [34] But as he was saying these things, there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud: [35] and there was a voice out of the cloud saying, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [36] And as the voice was [heard] Jesus was found alone: and *they* kept silence, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.



THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE

C. J. H. Davidson 

Daniel 5: 20, 22, 30; 1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4, 16, 17, 20, 21, 54 

I have been impressed, beloved friends, recently by three burials. One in Moscow, a great leader, and no mention of God in it; they said the ceremony took place. What ceremony? A godless one. I would not want to have been there. Another was the burial of a beloved brother, and I was there and shared in the carrying of his body to the grave. And I tell you, friend, there was no power of Christ’s resurrection in Moscow, but there was in Weston-super-Mare; the power and glory of resurrection. Not that there will not be resurrection in Moscow, there will. The third burial, again at which I was not present, has a bearing on you young people here, lest you should say, ‘I have got my life before me’. You might say to me, 

‘You are an old man preaching’. That may be, but I will tell you something, friend, the sky, outside there, and not the grave, is my goal. But the third burial was of a lad of twenty-one; sudden death in an accident; his car turned over and he was killed. As far as I know he died trusting in Christ. So, let not any of you younger ones say, ‘This could not happen to me’, because it happened to him; it was on a Lord’s day evening only a few weeks back. 

Scripture never records that Belshazzar was buried; he died the same night that the prophet spoke to him. As was the custom in the Old Testament, Nebuchadnezzar was called his father; actually he was his grandfather, but Belshazzar had known the conversion of the greatest potentate of that time, one who had never bowed to anyone; they all bowed to him, and if he wanted a man removed he could execute him—“whom he would he slew, and whom he would he kept alive” (Daniel 5: 19). But one day (Oh, the magnificence of it!) God humbled him and reached him. If there is anybody here to be humbled and reached, I pray God will do it tonight because I cannot—none can give a ransom for his brother, nor by any means redeem him (see Psalm 49: 7), but I know the power of the Holy Spirit at work in a meeting like this in consciences because, I will tell you this, you are all in the position of Belshazzar. You know that persons have got converted and gone, even in death, triumphantly into the presence of their Saviour. You know all this. 

Then Daniel says, “and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways”; that applied to that man in Moscow, a leader of millions of Russians, that God had given him his breath at his birth, and God took it from him at his death. The Scripture says there is no discharge in that war, none can retain the spirit in the day of death. And what is so solemn is that that man is not unconscious, he is fully conscious at this moment. The poet says, and it is naked error, ‘Death is a sleep and a forgetting’; it is neither! Even the wicked dead all live to God. In Luke 16 the Lord 

portrays the consciousness of a dead man. He had a burial, but he had taken no notice in his lifetime of the God in whose hand his breath was and whose were all his ways, and who sees and knows. 

You say, ‘This does not sound much like the gospel’. Well, the gospel had reached the family of Nebuchadnezzar. God looked down the ages when He humbled that great king; God looked down the ages to see the cross of Christ and the shed blood, and I tell you, my friends, we shall see Nebuchadnezzar in glory. He wrote, or said, one of the most magnificent paeans of praise in Scripture—“Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of the heavens”, Daniel 4: 37. Oh how low he had come and how great God was! and his grandson knew that. Belshazzar was regent for his father; history tells us that the father was mentally affected and Belshazzar reigned in his stead. Nevertheless, he knew not only his father’s pitiable condition, but his grandfather’s magnificent conversion, and so, in disobedience and total disregard of God, he defiled God’s vessels of the temple in Jerusalem, and that very night the man’s hand came out and wrote on the wall (Daniel 5: 5). You have heard the story, some of you younger ones; I heard it from my father sitting on his knee as a little boy, and the gravity of it is with me yet. The prophet pronounces what the charge was—there is no suspended sentence with God. He is very long-suffering and patient, but when the time comes the penalty is clear; Belshazzar is even now waiting to be raised. 

What can I say to you? You not only know the story of Belshazzar and his awful end that night; you have got today to come to be safe in the arms of Jesus, you little ones, you older ones. I myself, as a boy of nine, heard Mr. Catterall preach and I came into the arms of Jesus. 

You do not need to say that I have strayed since, but, you know, He has the heart of a Shepherd. He brings persons back 

again. And the power of it in bringing us back is the power of resurrection. How full Paul’s gospel must have been as he preached it in Corinth, the wickedest city of the Greek world. I have often remarked that even the Greek world was shocked with what went on in Corinth—the corruption—and they coined a verb for it, Korinthiadso, to behave like a Corinthian. And the Lord looked down on that city and said to Paul, ‘I have got much people there; I will not let anyone set on you, you shall go there as My ambassador and preach the gospel’. They got a bit away from it by the time he wrote the first letter. But, Oh, the grace of this dispensation! 

In Nebuchadnezzar’s time it was not a time of grace. It is marvellous that that man had grace shown him, an absolute rebel of a man; he was up against God, and God brought him down and converted him, the outstanding conversion of the Old Testament. But I am telling you that it is a time, two thousand years, of the long-suffering of God, and with Corinth it was like that. Two things Paul had to give them again that they had morally lost. One was the gospel, “I delivered to you, in the first place”, he said. In the language of Daniel, “Thou knewest all this”. In his grace Paul went over the gospel again. The second thing he gave them again was the Lord’s supper, I delivered to you, he says again, what I received, and what they did not deserve they had restored to them, the joy of the Lord’s supper, the remembrance of Christ. Were you here today? I was. I did not deserve to be here. I had it delivered to me the second time. That was just like God to overthrow the devil’s activities in the wickedest city of the Greek world by giving them the gospel all over again, and giving them the Supper all over again. What a God we have to do with! I do not know whether you feel warmed in your affections, which have perhaps got cold, but that is the kind of God we have to do with. 

We have been hearing in these three days of the character of God and the excellencies of His grace. Do you know what grace is? I love Mr. Raven’s definition of it, ‘Grace is love in activity towards unworthy objects’. It will not be grace up there. We shall magnify grace eternally, but it will not be grace up there; there will be no unworthy objects in heaven. But grace is needed here where you and I have failed; it is grace that will yet have to do with Israel, and in the very place on this earth where God had to say to them, ‘Not My people’, in that very place they are going to be called, “Sons of the living God”, Hosea 1: 10. Oh, how magnificent grace is! Think of those people, the Jews, all adrift from God now, going their own way, yet to be clothed with sonship. They will not have it as you can have it. Do you know you can have sonship through faith in Christ by the Spirit as a firstborn one? They will not be like that; they will be sons, but they will not be firstborn ones. Only those of Christ’s assembly are said to be “the assembly of the firstborn who are registered in heaven”, Hebrews 12: 23. What a lot opens up to you. Are you going to go away from it? Do you know they were doubting the power of the resurrection in Corinth? Paul says to them, “How say some among you that there is not a resurrection of those that are dead?”, 1 Corinthians 15: 12. Just think for a moment of the rebels in their ungodly death with a so-called ceremony with no mention of the God they disown and the Christ they reject. The dead are raised, not only believers but unbelievers. The Lord Himself emphasized that the dead are raised. 

You know, when Nebuchadnezzar was converted it was just like a dead man being brought to life and serving God in the praise that went up from his heart to the King of the heavens, and Nebuchadnezzar will see the King of the heavens corporeally, and I tell you young ones that it will be the Jesus into whose arms you can come now and be safe for eternity. It will be just that Man; the only Man bodily in heaven now in the presence of God’s angels is Christ. The departed saints are happy 

“with Christ, for it is very much better”, Philippians 1: 23. They await the body of glory. But the beauty of it is that the power of life in the Spirit can come into you straight away. Have you ever come to that throne of grace, the Father’s throne of grace and Christ sitting with Him in it, and received the forgiveness of your sins? Christ died for our sins. I say ‘Amen’ to that. That is not just doctrine, that is actuality, that the blood has been shed for the atonement of my soul. 

But do you only come to the throne for that? You younger ones, or any of you for that matter, have you received the gift of the Holy Spirit? You have to go to the throne for that; you can go to the throne for everything. You think of the God whose throne it is, who gives the Holy Spirit to those that ask Him. You will never have power for the true enjoyment of life down here unless you have received the gift of the Holy Spirit. You need to be sure. I do not know as I look round this room; all I can say is that I am seeking to set before you the long-suffering grace of God who is the heart-knowing God. Christ was buried; think of the Man who had given the Father supreme delight in His pathway here going out of sight, buried, but never seeing corruption. As to us, Paul says, “this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility”. How blessed that will be! 

You might say, ‘I am a little afraid of the judgment-seat of Christ and what will be raised there’. When we are there, friend, we shall have put on incorruptibility. The flesh, which is with me still, and with you, is a corrupting element if we allow it to come into expression. 

There is One who helps, and that is the Spirit. Have you sung 

that and meant it, ‘Holy Spirit, Helper nigh’ (Hymn 453)? You will find in Him all you need. 

Are you troubled about your future, as to how you are going to find your way through this present evil world? how you are going to earn your living? how you are going to get through? 

Go to the throne of grace. We have liberty of access, free, and at all times. You know, you go into the holiest when you go to the throne of grace. 

We do not use the presence of God as much as we could and should, but the blessedness of it, the attractiveness of it, is that after His burial Christ was raised, according to the Scriptures. 

There is only one Man out of death, risen and glorified, as yet, but there are going.to be multitudes. The first resurrection will raise believers, right back to Adam, and they will all come out, each in his own rank; the firstborn rank, that of the assembly, is the first rank. 

Christ, of course, is out as the first-fruits now at this moment, a Man in glory, and we do homage to Him. We did that this morning, in this place, homage to the Son of God. He came out of death and went up in glory without one of my sins upon Him, and I have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Is there any fear, therefore, as to the judgment-seat? The Man that I shall see at that judgment-seat is the Saviour whose precious blood redeemed me. In John Newton’s beautiful personal language— 

‘Amazing grace! how sweet the sound! 

That saved a wretch like me; 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see’. 

What do I see? By faith we see Jesus, the Man who went down into death at Calvary. Every one of the redeemed is going to bow to Him in glory; they are doing it now; but every unbeliever will bow the knee to Christ in that day. They will not be just spirits, they will be raised with a body, but alas, 

as with Belshazzar, the time of God’s grace will have gone by. So it is very solemn and yet extremely powerful that the time is coming when death is going to be overthrown. Paul says, 

“but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ”, 1 Corinthians 15: 57. 

I love to speak in closing of a remarkable happening in the Falklands war; men were on a Royal Navy ship, many of them going to their death, and there was no official chaplain, so they got a man (who was obviously converted) to write a prayer that could be used before they went into battle. The end of that prayer is magnificent; it was in the ‘Daily Telegraph’. I have not ceased to rejoice in it; these are the closing words that those men heard that went into battle, ‘Through the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ’. When I think of what the grace of that Saviour could do for those men who might suddenly be taken from life into death, I rejoice in the saving grace of that Man. If they responded to those words, and trusted in Him, we shall see them in glory. What an unfolding of the grace of God there is going to be in that day! May our hearts then let the power of this come into our souls. You know what Ezekiel’s resurrection scene was like; they stood up upon their feet, once only dead bones, but now men, an exceeding great army (see Ezekiel 37: 10). I would like the power of Christ’s resurrection to come into you and me tonight, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Redbridge
2 January 1983 

 


Scripture references

Daniel 5:20-30 (JND) [20] But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit hardened unto presumption, he was deposed from the throne of his kingdom, and they took his glory from him; [21] and he was driven from the sons of men, and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses; they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was bathed with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the Most High God ruleth over the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. [22] And thou, Belshazzar, his son, hast not humbled thy heart, although thou knewest all this; [23] but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of the heavens; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou and thy nobles, thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know; and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: [24] then from before him was sent the part of the hand, and this writing hath been written. [25] And this is the writing that is written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. [26] This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE, God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it; [27] TEKEL, Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting; [28] PERES, Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. [29] Then Belshazzar commanded, and they clothed Daniel with purple, and [put] a chain of gold about his neck, and made proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. [30] In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.

1 Corinthians 15:3-54 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures; [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the most remain until now, but some also have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to James; then to all the apostles; [8] and last of all, as to an abortion, he appeared to *me* also. [9] For *I* am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called apostle, because I have persecuted the assembly of God. [10] But by God's grace I am what I am; and his grace, which [was] towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured more abundantly than they all, but not *I*, but the grace of God which [was] with me. [11] Whether, therefore, I or they, thus we preach, and thus ye have believed. [12] Now if Christ is preached that he is raised from among [the] dead, how say some among you that there is not a resurrection of [those that are] dead? [13] But if there is not a resurrection of [those that are] dead, neither is Christ raised: [14] but if Christ is not raised, then, indeed, vain also [is] our preaching, and vain also your faith. …

Daniel 5:19 (JND) [19] and for the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew, and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he exalted, and whom he would he humbled.

Psalms 49:7 (JND) [7] None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him,

Luke 16 (JND) [1] And he said also to [his] disciples, There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and *he* was accused to him as wasting his goods. [2] And having called him, he said to him, What [is] this that I hear of thee? give the reckoning of thy stewardship, for thou canst be no longer steward. [3] And the steward said within himself, What shall I do; for my lord is taking the stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg. …

Daniel 4:37 (JND) [37] Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of the heavens, all whose works are truth, and his paths judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.

Daniel 5:5 (JND) [5] In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

Hosea 1:10 (JND) [10] Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea which cannot be measured or numbered; and it shall come to pass, [that] in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, it shall be said unto them, Sons of the living God.

Hebrews 12:23 (JND) [23] the universal gathering; and to [the] assembly of the firstborn [who are] registered in heaven; and to God, judge of all; and to [the] spirits of just [men] made perfect;

1 Corinthians 15:12 (JND) [12] Now if Christ is preached that he is raised from among [the] dead, how say some among you that there is not a resurrection of [those that are] dead?

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

1 Corinthians 15:57 (JND) [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ezekiel 37:10 (JND) [10] And I prophesied as he had commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.



MATURITY

J. N. Mather 

Hebrews 5: 12–14; 6: 1–3; 1 John 2: 13, 14 

I am exercised to say something about maturity and about that which has to do with full growth. When I was young I had some difficulties with the early verses of Hebrews 6. It says there, “not laying again a foundation of repentance”. When we read through these verses—surely these are all right things—repentance, faith in God, the doctrine of washings, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. The truth in these things is very important, and yet the writer says, “not laying again a foundation”. This was a difficulty for me. I felt the great importance of repentance and of faith in God and asked myself why the writer said, “not laying again a foundation”. 

We must learn that there are exercises which belong to our early history. These should in no way be given up. But there are other exercises which are connected with full growth. Perhaps these Hebrew Christians remained too long at the initial exercises. The Lord has a right to expect from us that we progress to the greater things. At the end of chapter 5 the writer distinguishes between food for a man and food for a child. A child needs food which is appropriate to its age, but a fully-grown man should not continually eat food meant for children. A fully-grown man can, according to chapter 5, on account of habit, distinguish good and evil. What is needed is that this develops with us. If we reflect on the history of the testimony in our time we will find, I believe, that many mistakes were made because we did not reach maturity. On the one hand, that should be observed. On the other hand, brethren who are here this evening could say, ‘We know that already; we know the need for maturity. There is not much help in saying that maturity is necessary!’ You have a right to ask me, ‘How do I reach to maturity?’ 

For this reason we have read in 1 John. The fathers are such as have reached maturity; the fathers are fully-grown men. Each time they are mentioned the scripture says the same thing about them. It is a fact, I believe, that the scripture reports nothing else about them. As you all know, many things are said to the young men and to the little children, but the one thing that is characteristic of the fathers is that they have known Him that is from the beginning. I believe that maturity grows with us as we begin to get to know Him that is from the beginning. That is a reference to the Lord Jesus Himself. John’s letter begins with ‘ That which was from the beginning’. (The Gospel, of course, begins with Him that was in the beginning, “In the beginning was the Word”). 

I wish to bring before you this evening that maturity and fatherhood develop with each one of us as we are occupied with “that which was from the beginning”. I wish to say, in a simple way, dear brethren, that there is one lesson which we cannot learn out of books. I like to acknowledge that there are many lessons which we can learn from books. There are many lessons which we can learn from one another. Every one admits that we are, many times, indebted to the brethren for things. But I appreciate, as each one knows, that there are some things that we cannot learn either from books or from one another. These can alone be learned from the Lord Jesus Himself, and can only be learned in His own presence. Thus we grow in acquaintance with Himself as He is and where He is. 

Although Mary was possibly a young woman, it appears as if she had had this experience in that she sat at His feet and listened to His word. When we speak of maturity and fatherhood we are not speaking to old people only. The Lord Jesus has in mind that with each one of us maturity should be in evidence. The Lord Jesus does not expect a boy or a girl to behave like an old man or an old woman, but in mind and in our thoughts, in heart and in desires, maturity can come into evidence in a young person also. That is, dear brethren, the way to maturity. 

It is interesting that the fathers are not exhorted not to love the world. Such persons, with whom maturity is in evidence in the knowledge of Him who is from the beginning, will for the most part be delivered from the world. They have not only come to another world, they have also come to Him who is the centre of that world. May the Lord Jesus help us to recognise that there are further lessons, and may we be encouraged to go in for these greater things, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Bad Endbach
13 July 1982 

(From the German in ‘ Neues und Altes’). 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 5:12-14 (JND) [12] For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have again need that [one] should teach you what [are] the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of milk, [and] not of solid food. [13] For every one that partakes of milk [is] unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe; [14] but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil.

Hebrews 6:1-3 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, [2] of [the] doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of [the] dead, and of eternal judgment; [3] and this will we do if God permit.

1 John 2:13-14 (JND) [13] I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked [one]. I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father. [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one].

Hebrews 6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, [2] of [the] doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of [the] dead, and of eternal judgment; [3] and this will we do if God permit. …



SATISFACTION

A. C. Craig 

O Lord to be 

Just at Thy feet, 

Hearing Thy words of love. 

Tender and sweet; 

Food for the heart and mind, 

Comfort and joy, 

Strength for the path to find— 

Blessed employ! 

Just at Thy feet, 

Lowly and true, 

Be this ever my place 

In all I do. 

Here I can safely rest, 

Tasting Thy grace, 

Happy, contented, free, 

Seeing Thy face. 

Still at Thy feet, 

When all’s complete, 

As myriads around Thee 

Worshipping meet; 

Songs of eternal love 

Swelling Thy praise, 

Filling the courts above 

Through endless days. 

Airdrie 

 


MUSINGS

‘ HOMEWORK’ Everyday happenings often have their lessons. Recently a schoolgirl told me she was not doing so well as her brother in their studies. ‘I suppose I’m not so intelligent as he is’, she commented. A little later came another comment, ‘I have thought of another factor that might affect my not doing better than ... I do not do as much homework as he does’. 

It is sometimes like that in spiritual things. I may see someone making headway in the things of the Lord and think that he, or she, has some special advantage over me. But the real reason probably is that I have not been so keen on my ‘homework’—prayer and communion, reading, and going over with the Lord what He says to us in the comings together of the saints. Paul says, “To each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ”, Ephesians 4: 7. We have each had a direct bestowal of grace from Christ. 

Let us be diligent in using it so that our progress may be manifest to all (see 1 Timothy 4: 15). In that passage Paul is really urging Timothy to be diligent in his ‘homework’. 

FCM
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Scripture references

Ephesians 4:7 (JND) [7] But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ.

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.
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