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THE PRECIOUSNESS OF THE ASSEMBLY


Matthew 13:45,46;  Genesis 24:1-4, 10-25, 54-58;  Revelation 21:2; 2:1-7

I seek to speak of the assembly and its preciousness, particularly to divine Persons.  The assembly is the most precious vessel on earth and in heaven.  I desire to convey an impression that the assembly is the most precious of any group of persons that you could think of on the face of the earth, or in heaven.  Anyone here who is sheltered by the precious blood of Jesus, and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, has the great blessing of being part of that precious vessel.  Let it affect your heart, beloved brother, beloved sister, that you have part in what is most precious in the sight of God.  Every one of our fellow Christians, if they are covered by the blood of Jesus and are indwelt by the Spirit, is part of the assembly, this precious and beautiful vessel.  It is particularly precious in the sight of divine Persons, and I would like us all to have that heavenly view.

I would like to think that for me, the assembly is already a very precious thing to my heart.  We know the love of the Lord Jesus, we have spoken of the love of the Father and we know the privilege of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  These are very precious things to us, immensely precious.  But we also have the great blessing of belonging to a vessel which in the sight of these divine Persons is very precious.

The scripture in Matthew starts with the Lord Jesus who Himself has secured this vessel.  The Lord Jesus stands at the centre of everything that is for God.  We could not speak of divine things as we have done today without very quickly realising in our affections that at the heart of everything for God stands the blessed person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He came to this earth to seek and secure a precious vessel.  It involved your salvation, thank God for that, but your salvation was just the beginning.  What Christ was seeking was that He should secure a vessel, the assembly, which was to be precious in the sight of heaven, not just for now, but for ever!  We will touch that when we come to Revelation.  I would desire that we might be elevated in our affections in pondering Christ and His assembly, because the assembly is precious in the sight of God Himself.  His Son came here to seek it and secure it.  It says in this parable that the merchant was seeking beautiful pearls.  When the Lord Jesus was here, He was seeking an answer.  It would have answered to His heart, in part at least, if there had been an answer from Israel.  How much it would have meant to the Lord Jesus if there had been an answer from His own people, something that responded to the fact that their Messiah had come.  But instead, they cried out “Away with this man”, Luke 23:18.  I suppose it would also have gladdened His heart if, from the wider mass of humanity, there had been some appreciation of who was here as their Creator.  There was some answer; there was one of whom He said that He had not found greater faith even in Israel (Luke 7:9).  How that pleased the Lord’s heart, but apart from one or two such souls, there was no answer.

So Jesus was seeking beautiful pearls, seeking that which under His intense scrutiny was pleasurable in His sight.  It says here that the merchant found one pearl of great value.  It does not say that he found the most beautiful pearl.  I am sure it was, but it was of “great value”; the assembly is so precious to the heart of Christ that He gave His life to secure it.  It could not have been more precious, it could not have been more valuable.  A coming day will show exactly how beautiful the assembly is.  In the divine sight it is that already, but we shall all see it.  Whether we will ever fully understand the preciousness of the assembly to the heart of Christ, I do not know, but what I do know is that we shall see how beautiful it is.  Now there is something in the divine affections that responds to the value of what has been secured in the assembly; He “sold all whatever he had and bought it”.  He held nothing back; He “sold all whatever he had”.  How precious this vessel must have been, that the Creator of the world itself “sold all whatever he had” – that is how precious the assembly is to Him – “and bought it”.  He has secured that precious object, He has taken possession of something that is for Himself for now and for eternity.  It is ever precious to Him, beloved brethren.

Do you find yourself actively part of the assembly?  Do you find yourself actively taking part in what the assembly is doing at the moment?  Maybe you are just a passenger.  If your sins are forgiven, praise God for that!  Maybe somebody here is not saved; I trust you will be as result of what we speak of today, but if your sins have been forgiven, then we thank God for it!  Have you received the gift of the Holy Spirit?  Then we thank God for that!  Again if you have not, ask Him for the Spirit, He loves to give that gift.  But if you do, you are part of this precious vessel for which Christ died.  He “sold all whatever he had”; He was not going to buy anything else and He never will.  He has bought what is most precious and He owns it, He has claimed it for Himself, and in a coming day He will present it to Himself.  The scripture says “glorious”, Eph.5:27.  It was of great value and He bought it, but He had been looking for what was beautiful, and He will present that to Himself.

At the present time, the assembly is here on the earth, and we cannot encompass that.  The assembly is composed of all those who love the Lord Jesus, are sheltered by His precious blood, and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  It is here in the scene of testimony at the present time.  A testimony to what?  We know that it has been said that if we are a testimony to anything, we are a testimony to the ruin1.  We have to accept that – we feel the public breakdown immensely.  It bears upon our spirits, and we know the effect of what Satan can do when he gains inroads into Christendom; it comes very close.  But from the divine view of it, the assembly is not part of the breakdown, neither is breakdown attached to it.  The assembly is to be a testimony to that which will be displayed in a coming day.  We are to have our part in that testimony here until the Lord comes.  It helps me when I may be tempted to attach breakdown to the assembly, to think of her as the body of Christ.  From that moment when the Lord Jesus spoke to Saul on the Damascus road and said “why persecutest thou me?” (Acts 22:7), was there any breakdown in the body of Christ here on the earth?  Was there any failure?  It cannot be.  The Head in heaven is our Lord Jesus Christ, and His body is on earth; it cannot be that it is partial or that it is broken.  That is the beauty of what is precious to divine Persons.  They see the whole assembly.  The Lord Jesus, the Father, the Holy Spirit see the whole.  Christ has the assembly.  May we find our part in being actively in what is for Him at the present time, and with a sense that the assembly is active towards Him now and is functioning, is precious to Him at the present time; it does not await a future day.

One of the reasons that we can be assured of that is because of the service of the Holy Spirit.  I do not want to go through every detail of what we read, but I would just seek to speak of the preciousness of the assembly to the Holy Spirit.  I have not thought of that very much before.  The Holy Spirit dwells in the assembly.  It is where He is at the present time.  Let us allow that to fill our hearts, that the vessel to which we belong and in which, I trust, we have our active part is indwelt by a divine Person.  The Spirit is here, and what He dwells in is precious to Him.  How could it be otherwise?  There is nowhere else for Him; the world cannot receive Him, it never has and never will.  He has come to the assembly, and Genesis 24 gives us glimpses through the types of how precious the assembly is to the Holy Spirit.  He has come as sent.  We read of that in the first verses, “thou shalt go to my land and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac”.  It is divine ownership; that is beautiful, is it not?  The world has no claim on the assembly.  Everything that nourishes and cherishes and beautifies her comes from a divine source.  Nothing I bring can add to the assembly.  I can only come with what God has wrought in my soul and in my life and in my affections, and bring it into the area of the assembly.  Nothing of this world can add to it, nor can it function in it.  Abraham says “my land” and “my kindred” and “take a wife for my son Isaac”; the whole area is in type under the guidance and control of divine Persons.  This is the area to which we belong; you might say in the words of Hebrews 11 it is our “country”, Heb.11:14.  Are you seeking that country?  It speaks there of those who have died in faith and it says that they who confessed such things “were strangers and sojourners on the earth.  For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek their country”, and in verse 16 it says “but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly”.  Of such is the assembly comprised.

Are we actively seeking to find our part in what is heavenly?  The assembly is heavenly; it came from heaven, will be going back to heaven, and its character is heavenly.  So the Spirit came at Pentecost.  What a journey by the blessed Holy Spirit is depicted here in type, what length and detail is gone into in this chapter.  The servant is going out to find a wife for Isaac.  In two verses (vv.10,11), we have three different types of the Holy Spirit; the camels, the water and the servant.  How important it is, beloved brethren, that what is being formed in the assembly for Christ at the present time is under the control of the Holy Spirit.  Teaching, administration, affection, fatherhood, prophecy – all these things are to be under the control of the Holy Spirit.  The camels provided strength for movement, there was a well of water for refreshment and for life, and there was a servant who was doing the Master’s bidding.  The Holy Spirit is to be in control of every single element of activity that proceeds in the assembly at the present time.  You may ask if that is so.  We see so much going on around us, but for those living in the true gain of it, the Holy Spirit is in control.  He has the resource, we see that here, He has every resource, but may He have this control in our lives.

So the servant stops at the well and he prays, and then there comes this beautiful word in verse 15 “And it came to pass before he had ended speaking, that behold, Rebecca came out”.  The Holy Spirit has such full feeling for what is being secured in the assembly, not just for Himself, although there is that which is for Himself, but His heart is filled with what is to be for Christ.  His heart is filled with the preciousness and the calibre and the glory and the worth of this precious vessel for the Lord Jesus.  And you and I have part in it!  It is not too much to say that our activities in relation to assembly features and activity, both our movements and our part in it, can make divine Persons rejoice.  How much more when the Lord Jesus comes at the rapture to claim her for Himself; the glory of what has been secured by the work of the Holy Spirit will come out then, very shortly, to be displayed.  But the Lord’s heart is already rejoicing.  Let us find our part in that at the present time.  Let us not be side-tracked into other activity.  What is of the assembly rejoices the Lord’s heart.  So Rebecca came out and her activity was vigorous.  This was no small feat for a young girl, giving water to ten camels!  The activity within the assembly at the moment is vigorous.  It must be, because the Spirit indwells it.  Is He going to allow activity within the assembly towards divine Persons to decrease before the end of the dispensation?  I do not think so.  Let us be in the area where such activity is vigorous.  She said “I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have drunk enough”; not just to a certain point, but until they have drunk enough.  So “the man was astonished at her”.  Think of the Holy Spirit finding in the assembly more than what He had expected.  I speak reverently because He is the Spirit of God, and He knows the end from the beginning, He knows everything, but there is that about the activity of the assembly which fills His heart with joy!  So the servant remained silent for a moment because of all that he saw in Rebecca.

I think we tend to lose sight of that because of all the breakdown there is.  I sometimes lose sight of divine activity and its preciousness, but divine Persons see it in its entirety.  And so when the camels had drunk enough, the servant gave Rebecca the gold rings and bracelets, but she had something to give to him; she said “There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge”.  This is another thing that is precious about the assembly; there is always room for the divine word, the divine presence, to lodge.  It is the only place on the earth at the present time where that is so.  If the word of God comes, where is it going to find a place to take root?  It is in the assembly that these things can grow and activity continues so that more assembly features might come to light.  But at any one point, divine Persons see the whole, and they see it as perfect.  So there was room, there was provender, there was straw, there was a place to rest, there was food to eat and there was room to lodge.  It is a very attractive feature, is it not?  We have our own local assemblies to which we belong, and may these features be characteristic of them, that there is activity that is guided by the Holy Spirit, that there is room for divine Persons, which all pleases their hearts, and in which they can rejoice.

The Holy Spirit never forgets why He has come.  It says that after they ate and drank and lodged, they rose up in the morning, and the servant said “Send me away to my master”.  This brings into my heart the words at the very end of the Bible, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”, Rev.22:17.  I think there is a joint feeling and affection, a desire to go to the Master.  The Spirit would engender that, but there would be that in the assembly which instinctively looks for the Lord’s return.  So the voice is one, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  How precious that is.  Where else on the earth is there a desire for the Lord Jesus to return?  Nowhere save where the Spirit is active in the assembly, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come”.  Let us join our voices, join our hearts in anticipation of what is about to happen when the Lord Jesus comes.

I just touch on Revelation.  We have spoken of the Lord Jesus and what He finds in the assembly, and of what the Spirit finds.  The first scripture we read speaks of the pearl with its beauty, and now Revelation 21 verse 10 speaks of the millennium and what will be seen.  It will be a wonderful time when the beauty of the one pearl is seen in display.  Will you be part of it?  I think the vast majority of those in this room will be part of this display, “coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”.  We sang of this in our hymn:-

‘Descending out of heaven 

            To fill with Christ in grace,

In blest administration,

            As bride and wife, her place!

Jerusalem, eternal!

            The city of Christ’s God,

Thine origin celestial,

        Thou art His blest abode.’       (Hymn 221)

The hymn goes on to say; ‘O residence of glory!’  You see that at the beginning of the chapter.  How pleased God is with the preciousness of what has been secured by the work of the Lord Jesus and the labours of the blessed Holy Spirit.  When it is seen in display, all of that beauty will be seen.  Every eye will behold it; they will see the One who was rejected from the earth, and they will see His counterpart reigning with Him.  All will see it!  All will come to bow down to the Lord Jesus.  What a time it will be!  There will be a thousand years when the Lord Jesus will rule the world in equity.  I believe that it will be pleasing to Him to do that, but I am not sure that I could attach the word precious to it; certainly not in the same way that we attach it to the assembly.  The assembly is precious and unique; she is the counterpart to Christ.  She answers to His longings and she is for Him.  So when she comes down out of heaven “from God having the glory of God”, her shining will be like a most precious stone.  Her shining will be displayed, it will be radiant.  Then at the beginning of the chapter, we have what will be eternal and we find there too that the assembly is in relation to Christ; and why?  She is adorned for her Husband because she belongs to Him.  But why is the assembly in relationship to Christ for eternity?  Because that is where God is going to dwell.  Now we can see why this vessel is so precious to God Himself, because He is going to dwell there – a place where He can set His name, a place which will be His tabernacle, as it says here “the tabernacle of God is with men”.  They will be with Him and He will be with them; how precious that God should have a place where He can dwell.

We often speak of the assembly as the vessel of God’s praise.  That does not just refer to eternity; it is also true now, and we can have our part in that.  Is that not precious?  Would you not want to have your part in being associated with and active in the vessel of God’s praise?  We will have an opportunity, if the Lord leaves us here until tomorrow morning, to take up our privilege in that respect, and to be active in God’s praise.  May we do that with all our hearts and with all our affections; you might say that divine Persons are waiting for it.  I wonder if you are waiting for the Lord’s supper with as much anticipation as divine Persons.  I wonder if you are waiting to take part in the service of God as much as God is looking forward to receiving the praise and worship from those who find themselves active in this area.  Are you looking forward to that?  When the saints assemble, the focus of heaven is upon that assembling, and the pleasure of heaven is in the response that comes from it.  May we find our part actively in it.  Think about who is looking on and listening.  How precious it is to God that a young brother should get on his feet and offer up five words of praise and thanksgiving.  It is a most precious thing because it is of assembly character and it is pleasing to God – this will be what God will have eternally.

I just finish by touching on the scripture in the second chapter of Revelation.  Whilst there is enjoyment and activity, there is also responsibility attached to having our part in the assembly.  There is One here who walks in the midst of the seven lamps.  There are seven assemblies written to in this chapter, and they mark different aspects of church history since Pentecost.  There are seven of them; it is a complete thought, but there are features in all of them that mark Christendom at the present time.  The Lord Jesus Himself is walking in the midst of these seven lamps and He has a right to do that.  Where He walks, He finds where there are things out of keeping, but He also finds those who overcome.  The brethren in Ephesus had had the whole counsel of God announced to them; they knew the truth and they knew the teaching.  The Lord Jesus says to them, “I know thy works and thy labour, and thine endurance”.  They had tried those who said that they were apostles but were not; they had acted correctly, but they had left their first love.  This is our responsibility, beloved brethren, to show that we cling to our first love.  What is for Christ, what belongs to Him, and what is for the divine pleasure now and forever, is to be what fully occupies us now.  It is our responsibility.  We are to find our part in praise, we are to find our part in activity, and we are also to take up our responsibility in holding to this great truth, the great purpose of God to secure His own dwelling place in the area of Christ and the assembly.

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

Address at Strood

5 October 2013 

A.E. Mutton


Scripture references

Matthew 13:45-46 (JND) [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Genesis 24:1-58 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; [4] but thou shalt go to my land and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac. [5] And the servant said to him, Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land: must I, then, bring thy son again in any case to the land from which thou hast removed? [6] And Abraham said to him, Beware that thou bring not my son thither again. [7] Jehovah the God of the heavens, who took me out of my father's house, and out of the land of my nativity, and who has spoken to me, and who has sworn to me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land he will send his angel before thee, that thou mayest take a wife for my son thence. [8] And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be quit of this my oath: only, bring not my son thither again. [9] And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore unto him concerning that matter. [10] And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; now all the treasure of his master was under his hand; and he arose and went to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. [11] And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water, at the time of the evening, when the women came out to draw [water]. [12] And he said, Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, meet me, I pray thee, [with thy blessing] this day, and deal kindly with my master Abraham. …

Revelation 21:2 (JND) [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Revelation 2:1-7 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love. [5] Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works: but if not, I am coming to thee, and I will remove thy lamp out of its place, except thou shalt repent. [6] But this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the Nicolaitanes, which *I* also hate. [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Luke 7:9 (JND) [9] And Jesus hearing this wondered at him, and turning to the crowd following him said, I say to you, Not even in Israel have I found so great faith.

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Acts 22:7 (JND) [7] And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:14 (JND) [14] For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek [their] country.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,



THE WORD OF GOD


Hebrews 4:11-16

We were occupied yesterday evening in the prayer meeting with the Lord Jesus as our great High Priest.  We are very thankful for the service He renders in that way, and we often think of it, and rightly so, in relation to dear brethren who are going through testing circumstances.  It may be in their bodies while they are going through illness, sometimes affected in their minds as well, and going through circumstances here that come upon us individually.  We prove the service of the Lord Jesus in relation to these things; we prove His sympathy and love and comfort and support.  That is a very real thing, and I think it is intended that, as we grow in the knowledge of Himself, we should come to know Him better than we have done before.  As the Lord Jesus comes into our circumstances, He would intend that we come to appreciate Him, not only for what He has done, but to appreciate His love.  That would produce a desire with us, I think, to be with Him where He is in His circumstances.  Thus, as we learn Him, we desire to know Him in His own circumstances, the goal to which we have had reference in our hymn and in our prayer.

In addition to that, I want to speak of the sympathy and interest and love of the Lord Jesus in relation to the word of God.  In this section from which we have read, the children of Israel fell because they were “not hearkening to the word”.  What was before them as God’s great objective was that they should arrive at God’s rest in the land of Canaan, and enjoy that rest as God intended in His purpose.  However, they fell in the wilderness; they lost their way in the testimony.

Now, it would mean for us that we are to be engaged with the word of God as we go through circumstances in the testimony down here, that we should reach through to the purpose of God for us and the enjoyment of a heavenly inheritance – Christ in His own circumstances.  So the apostle says “Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest, that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word”.  One of the things that was needed in hearkening to the word was that it should be mixed with faith (Heb.4:2).  The word needed to be mixed with faith in those who heard, and this is an important thing for us too, that we lay hold of it in faith and believe that the Lord has something for us in it.

The word of God may be very testing at times.  It may test us in different ways but it has a very important effect; it is “living and operative” because it comes from God.  It is not just some kind of theory or some kind of philosophy, but it is “living and operative”; it has that character in us.  It is living in us and it operates in us, and the effect of that would be to induce life in ourselves.  And then it goes on to say “and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”.  That is, it has a very discerning effect, a penetrating effect “to the division of soul and spirit”.  That calls for very fine discernment “both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”.  The reference to “thoughts and intents of the heart” is very important, as it tests our motives.  There are the thoughts that come into our minds, but then the intents of the heart involve, you might say, our thoughts before we think them, our motives.  So the word of God has that kind of effect as we allow it to have its way with us.  Then “there is not a creature unapparent before him”, that is God, “but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”.  A very important aspect of the word of God is that it is not only a word that comes to us, but the effect of it is to lead us into the presence of God.  He is the One with whom we have to do, One before whom everything is apparent.  The word of God leads us right into His presence if we allow it to have its way.

We may find all that very testing at times, but it is then that we prove the reality of the service of the Lord Jesus as our great High Priest.  I think that it is very assuring that He would support us in view of our reaching the end that God has in mind.  We go through this world as a wilderness, but we are to reach through into the enjoyment of our heavenly inheritance.  We have a “great high priest who has passed through the heavens”; how wonderful that is!  He “has passed through the heavens”; think of Him going up through the heavens.  He has passed through them and He is sustaining us from that sphere.  He has gone that way, He is completely victorious and He will help us to be victorious too.

Now, “let us hold fast the confession.  For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner”.  The Lord Jesus is fully qualified to serve us.  As we come into His presence, His love and sympathy will sustain us.  So the apostle says “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”.  We will be encouraged on this line if we allow this to happen.  We know that He is ready to serve us, so that we can “approach with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”.  It is all very encouraging, dear brethren.

As we were sitting here before the meeting, I thought of Peter in John chapter 6.  There were those who were going away back; they were tested by the Lord’s word at that time.  The Lord was graciously opening up the truth, but some were tested and they “went away back and walked no more with him”.  The Lord said to the disciples “Will ye also go away?”, John 6:66,67.  That would be a challenging word to them, but Peter replies “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal”.  Peter knew Jesus as the “holy one of God” (John 6:69); he knew the Lord in this High Priestly character and Peter came to it that there was no one else to go to.  The Lord had the answer to everything and was able to give the support that was needed to persons who wanted to follow the path of His will in obedience to His word.

So may we “find grace for seasonable help”; that is, we get grace just at the time when it is needed.  What great comfort there is in that, dear brethren, that we get “grace for seasonable help”.  We do not get a supply of it, you might say, but it is for seasonable help.  The Lord comes in, and He knows just what is needed at that particular time.  I think it is very encouraging that we can prove the service of the Lord Jesus as our great High Priest, not only in His love and sympathy in regard to the pressures that we go through, in our illnesses and our circumstances, but also in relation to the testing that may come to us through the word of God.

May the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee

3 December 2013

J. Strachan


Scripture references

Hebrews 4:11-16 (JND) [11] Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest, that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word. [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do. [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 4:2 (JND) [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:66-67 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

John 6:69 (JND) [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.



STABILITY


Hebrews 13:8;  John 6:66-69;  Acts 1:13,14

This verse in Hebrews 13 was read in the preaching on Lord’s day where we were, and it remains with me.  What is in my mind, beloved brethren, is the matter of stability.  Before looking at such a feature as it is to appear in us, surely it is always best to look at it as set out in perfection in the Lord Jesus.  Our opening hymn rather confirmed these thoughts in my mind.  The great “I am” is the same yesterday and today and to the ages to come.  When the Lord was challenged in John’s gospel as to who He was, He said, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58); not ‘before Abraham was, I was’ which of course was true as well, but ‘I am’.  We were reminded recently that the scripture says, “in him sin is not”, 1 John 3:5.  The tense is important, I think, in these scriptures.  John did not write that sin was not in Him, which of course is also true, but it is not; never was, never will be and never could be.  So the One who is before us in this passage, dear brethren, is One who is.  He has always been the Same.  In grace, of course, this blessed Person took on a condition which was different.  He emptied Himself, took a bondman’s form, He was found in figure as a Man and humbled Himself (Phil.2:7).  He is glorified now in another condition; not flesh and blood, but a body of glory; but He is the same.  Oh, let us learn, and if we have not learned already, let us learn more and more, to put our implicit trust in that blessed One.  He will never let you down, you can be sure of that.  We sang in the preaching of the One who is

‘Changeless through all the changing years’

                         (Hymn 15).

We live in changing times, dear brethren; all around us is changing.  Those of us who have lived longer than others can say that this world is a different world to that in which we were brought up.  Kingdoms change, they come and go; governments come and go; great men, figures in history, come and go.  It is a changing scene, but here is One who is ‘Changeless through all the changing years’.  Oh what a One, dear brethren, to put your implicit trust in!  You can always go to Him; He will always be ready.  He is always there to listen to you, to listen to you in your need, to listen to your appreciation of Him.  He is always there; He will never let you down.  That is stability.  One of the titles of Jehovah in the Old Testament is the Rock.  We have seen recently the waves pounding upon the rocks with terrifying force and power, and yet the rocks stand.  Jesus is the Same yesterday, today and for ever.  That is our blessed Lord.

But what about ourselves?  In John 6 there had been some very, very deep matters spoken of by Jesus which rather baffled the intellect of those who had ostensibly been disciples.  They went away back and walked no more with Him.  We live in days like that too.  Many have gone away, some even at this present time.  The Lord said to the twelve, “Will ye also go away?”  Think of the feelings of Jesus as He asked them that.  I believe He would address every one of us tonight in these same terms.  If the worst came to the worst, if severe persecution arose, whatever may happen – and who knows what might happen – He would ask us “Will you also go away?”  Peter utters these beautiful words, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”.  He was Peter’s Rock, and Peter himself is spoken of elsewhere as a stone – of the same character.  It was not that Peter was not going to fail.  We know he did, and none of us is beyond failure at any future time.  Who knows what may lie ahead if we are left here?  But let us get this into our souls, that there is One that we can always trust, and He has His eye upon us and He is not going to let us go.  So Peter said, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou hast words of life eternal”, then he refers to Jesus as “the holy one of God”.  There was such an appreciation in Peter’s soul of who this blessed Person was, that he says in principle, ‘I am not going away, come what may’.  We know that Peter boasted about that and let the Lord down, but he was recovered.  That is the true worth of believers; they can be recovered, and perhaps the better for the experience.

In Acts 1, you have a company.  In Peter, we saw his individual attachment to Christ, but now we have a company of persons in this upper room where they were staying.  They went up to the upper chamber, “where were staying both Peter, and John, and James” and all these other names.  I do not go over all the names, but what a company it was; there were sisters there, several women, and Mary the mother of Jesus.  What a wealth there was in that company!  The impression I have is that they were staying there.  How that worked out in practice I do not know, but we have to take the words of scripture as divinely inspired, and this is what it says, that they “were staying”.  Dear brethren, in a day when there are those who are going away, let us be committed to this company where Jesus is loved and honoured, and let us stay.  Are you going away?  The Lord said to the twelve, ‘Are you going away?’  Peter said, ‘No, we are staying’.  So we see here an expectant company.  They were waiting on the incoming of the blessed Spirit to form the assembly, to produce body feelings.  What wonderful potential there was at this moment!  Here they were staying, waiting with bated breath, you might say, for the moment when the Holy Spirit would come, and their bond together would be settled and fixed.  Their love for Christ was what bound them together, and in the power of the blessed Spirit, they were staying, dear brethren.

May it be so of us until the coming of the Lord.

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

7 January 2014

G.A. Brown


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

John 6:66-69 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

Acts 1:13-14 (JND) [13] And when they were come into [the city], they went up to the upper chamber, where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the zealot, and Jude [the brother] of James. [14] These gave themselves all with one accord to continual prayer, with [several] women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

John 8:58 (JND) [58] Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

1 John 3:5 (JND) [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not.

Philippians 2:7 (JND) [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …



MEETING THE ENEMY


Satan will try to ensnare us.  He will try to capture us.  He will try to rob God of the portion that He has a right to in each of the souls of His own; ... but whatever the form of his attack, we have got to learn to meet him.  The way we meet the devil, dear brethren, is by just maintaining what is right.  Overcoming in spiritual things is not a matter of something heroic, it is a matter simply of not surrendering or compromising what is right.  And God’s support and the support of the Spirit are proved as we are on that line.  You remember how the Lord met the devil in the wilderness.  He did not meet him with divine power, but He simply met him in a way that is proper to a man.  He says “It is written” and He would not allow for a moment any departure from what was written, and He met Satan on these lines, that He maintained what was right in a man in His relations with God, and Satan was thus completely defeated.

A.J. Gardiner ‘Education in view of the testimony’ p.22,23 


THE YOKEFELLOW


Matthew 11:28-30;  1 Samuel 6:10-14;  Philippians 4:1-3;  Romans 16:1-4

You will see, dear brethren, that these scriptures refer to the yoke.  I had an impression about that, and about the importance of being under it.  We are not left to our own devices to do as we wish, or to do what we think best, but we are under yoke to Christ.  We are to know what it is to have come to Him, to have been called by Him, that we might come to where we might be useful to Him, an area where work has to be done.  You will remember that the Lord called His disciples from various circumstances to Himself, but it was in view of working along with Him, learning from Him and knowing what to do under His direction.  That is my simple thought in regard to the yoke.  Although it is testing to us, I am sure that it is something that we would all wish to be involved in as persons who are subject to Christ.  We love Him, and we seek to be here pleasurable to Him.

So I have referred to this very beautiful section in Matthew, and I think this is an invitation of love, “Come to me”.  It is a wonderful thing to know that there is One to be able to come to, One who can impart something to us.  We all know in some measure what it is to labour and be burdened.  Some burdens are more severe than others, but there is One who knows and understands.  He says “I will give you rest”; it is a very fine thing to be conscious that the Lord is the only One who can give us that rest.  We do not find it in ourselves or in our circumstances, unless we are with Him and He is with us.  So that He is able to impart something to us; I think that is very blessed.  I am sure we have all proved it, and I would like to encourage us all to know more of it.  I was very interested to see that this followed on immediately from what the Lord had previously said in verse 27, “All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal him”.  I thought that it was striking that immediately following that, He gives this invitation.  These are very blessed things of which we are let into the secret.  We touched that on Lord’s day at the Supper.  We had some fresh impression of what Christ is to the Father, and His own special distinctiveness, glory and uniqueness; “no one knows the Son but the Father” is a very fine thing to understand.  No one can know Him better, we might say, than the Father.  It says, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand” (John 3:35), and “nor does any one know the Father, but the Son”.  What secrets these are to be let into, very wonderful secrets; we touch that in the area of privilege.

It is very blessed to fall back on the experience of knowing something of these precious secrets.  But then there are things to be done; we are in the area of testimony and the Lord needs workmen, He needs persons to be with Him in relation to the testimony here.  I think that is why the matter of the yoke comes in here immediately after this wonderful reference.  Jesus said “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart”.  There is no one like Jesus!  The Hebrew bondman said, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exod.21:5.  Think of Christ’s yoke, how He understood what the yoke was as He was here for the Father’s pleasure and to do His will.  He was meek and lowly in heart; what a Man He was!  What was displayed in Him was the meek and lowly Man, here for the pleasure of God and here to serve God as a dependent Man, doing the Father’s work, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17:4.  What pleasure the Father found in that!

Then He says here “and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  I thought that was a remarkable way to put it, because we know that things were not easy for the Lord.  They were not easy in the sense that He was here in a scene that rejected Him; He was rejected by all around Him.  He was cast out, His own people rejected Him, He was criticised, He was opposed on every hand.  It could not have been easy for Him, but He says “my yoke is easy”.  I think it was because of His link with His Father that He could say that.  He drew all His resource from heaven; He went through as dependent and doing only the things that He saw the Father doing (John 5:19).  He is a wonderful example for us, and so He says “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  May we be helped and encouraged by that.

Then I thought of these two milch kine.  The ark as we know was taken captive by the Philistines, and that is the situation today publicly.  The Lord Jesus is not here, of course, but His name is here, and that would relate to the ark.  The time came when it was sent back to where it belonged.  So we find that the milch kine are a very wonderful example for us.  What happened must have all been under divine direction.  It says they “took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home.  And they laid the ark of Jehovah upon the cart”.  The striking thing about it is that “the kine went straight forward on the way to Beth-shemesh; they went by the one high way, lowing as they went”.  What an example, beloved brethren!  We might say that they were in type facilitating the movements of Christ.  I believe that is something that we can do.  When the Lord came into Jerusalem, there were persons who facilitated that movement.  Well, here were the two milch kine; they were suffering.  It could not have been easy for them because their calves were shut up at home, and they were lowing as they went, showing how much they felt that.  How difficult it is to go against our natural instinct and how much it can hinder us, but it did not hinder these two milch kine.  They were ready, and what wonderful instinct they had, that they went by the one high way.  What a thing it is to be on the one high way!  We have all been brought into that one high way by divine grace; that is the high way that leads to life, the high way that leads above.  It says that “they turned not aside to the right hand or to the left”.  Oh, dear brethren, how often I am diverted.  How easily we can be diverted, but they were not diverted; they “turned not aside to the right hand or to the left”, they went straight forward.  What an example they are for us!  May we be encouraged that we can be dependent upon Christ, to be here for Him.  We can move on the one high way which is leading upward and onward into the enjoyment of the purpose of God as centred in Him.

When we come to Philippians, we have a person called a yokefellow.  I think that it is very fine to be yokefellows; that is, persons who understand what it is to be under yoke.  So Paul refers to his “true yokefellow”.  What a wonderful way Paul writes to the Philippians; “my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown”.  What delight he found in the company at Philippi, persons who had learned to appreciate Paul and to love him, and to love his ministry.  What wonderful things he had brought them into, and so they were formed by his ministry.  There were two that were out of line just a little, and Paul told them to be of the same mind in the Lord, but it is interesting that he wrote “I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow labourers”.  So I ask myself the question, Am I a true yokefellow?  We are not in the pathway on our own, but we are yoked with one another.  How blessed it is that there are persons we can go on with in the truth, dear brethren.  Many localities are extremely small and things can be very difficult, but we are extremely privileged in this area to have so many that we can call true yokefellows.  These are persons to be in the yoke with, to be here for Christ, to work things out together, and to be maintained together in unity and able to help one another.  How fine it is to be able to help one another.

When we think about Paul, we think about Priscilla and Aquila.  They are wonderful examples, a couple who were very intimate with Paul.  They linked themselves on with Paul early, and they knew what it was to be in the yoke along with Paul.  It is a remarkable thing that Paul said about them, “who for my life staked their own neck”.  They were in it together; you could not have separated Aquila and Priscilla.  Brother and sister, man and wife, you could not have separated them; they were together, and they were together with Paul.  They were prepared to lay down their life for the Lord, and for Paul also.  Paul appreciated them so much.  He must have had a very blessed link with them, “Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not I only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,) and the assembly at their house”.  How very wonderful it is, dear brethren, that we can be in this position, happy to be yoked in relation to Paul and Paul’s ministry in a broken day.  So much has been given up and how much the Lord feels it, that so many believers have departed so far from the truth.  Dear brethren, let us stand fast, let us hold to Paul and Paul’s ministry in a broken day, that we might be faithful until the Lord comes.  That is what we are looking for, is it not?  We are waiting for Him!  We are looking forward to being with Him eternally, and to be like those of whom it could be said, “Well done, thou good bondman; because thou hast been faithful…”, Luke 19:17.  May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy

14 January 2014

Marshall Cowan 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

1 Samuel 6:10-14 (JND) [10] And the men did so, and took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home. [11] And they laid the ark of Jehovah upon the cart, and the coffer with the golden mice and the images of their sores. [12] And the kine went straight forward on the way to Beth-shemesh; they went by the one high way, lowing as they went; and they turned not aside to the right hand or to the left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh. [13] And [they of] Beth-shemesh were reaping the wheat-harvest in the valley; and they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. [14] And the cart came into the field of Joshua the Beth-shemeshite, and stood there; and a great stone was there. And they clave the wood of the cart, and offered up the kine as a burnt-offering to Jehovah.

Philippians 4:1-3 (JND) [1] So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in [the] Lord, beloved. [2] I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in [the] Lord; [3] yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow-labourers, whose names [are] in [the] book of life.

Romans 16:1-4 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

John 5:19 (JND) [19] Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing: for whatever things *he* does, these things also the Son does in like manner.

Luke 19:17 (JND) [17] And he said to him, Well [done], thou good bondman; because thou hast been faithful in that which is least, be thou in authority over ten cities.



EXTRACT – THE GREAT AND HIGH WALL


A.J.G.  I thought perhaps we might … see how the testimony as established on earth met with opposition, as we might expect, it taking the form of threatening in Acts 4, and how that was met, and how opposition only served to bind the saints more closely together.  And then how the enemy seeks subtly to counteract what is of God by the introduction of evil, and how fully that was met, chapter 5 serving to bring into prominence how the Spirit of God is spoken of – the Holy Spirit, God, and the Spirit of the Lord.  And then further, how the result of all that is an increase of holiness among the people, and complete oneness of accord with regard to the dealing with evil, holiness among the people being built up, so that “Of the rest” it says “durst no man join them”.  So we have in principle the great and high wall of the heavenly city in what is built up in the souls of the saints ... 

V.B. You referred earlier in your outline to the great and high wall in connection with this…

A.J.G.  I was referring to chapter 5.  In verse 13 we read “Of the rest durst no man join them”.  That is, there was such holiness characterising the saints, that no one who had not the Holy Spirit dared attempt to join them.  So that the wall, the true separation that should mark saints, was not a code of regulations, it was simply what was built up in the souls of the saints.... 

A.J Gardiner ‘Education in view of the testimony’ p.93, 110
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Scripture references

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …



Notes


	[←1]
	 F.E. Raven Vol.6 p.237
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