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LOVE AS THE BASIS AND SPRING OF SERVICE

F. C. Mutton 

Deuteronomy 15: 12, 16, 17; 1 Corinthians 13: 1–3; 1 John 3: 16, 17 

I desire grace and help to seek to speak of love as the only right basis and spring for all service. It is a very blessed matter, but a very serious matter, because what Paul says in 1 

Corinthians 13 is drastic, almost devastating, that a man could have tremendous ability, and tremendous knowledge, you might say towering up like a mountain, and if he has no love, he is nothing. Now, I think it would be easily understood that God, being love, and having moved out to us in unlimited grace and boundless love, everything for His pleasure must spring from love; must spring from His own divine nature being formed in the saints. 

Anything which springs from any other source is valueless and is nothing. I do not find it easy to speak of this because it searches me very much. What is my motive in anything I do and in any service I seek to undertake? “All things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”, Hebrews 4: 13. What a humbling thing it is, if the Lord has to look at one’s service or activities or part among the saints and say, It is nothing. Like Paul says, wood, grass, straw, to be burnt up (1 Corinthians 3: 12). Now I do not want to be discouraging at all, I rather would, I am sure the Lord would, encourage us as having each of us learned the love of Jesus, and having God’s love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, to be on the love line which is immensely fruitful and yielding to God. 

So I read this well known section from Deuteronomy, though I suppose we more often use the parallel scripture in Exodus. You remember that we have the law given in Exodus 20, and then in chapter 21 we have the Hebrew bondman, and it says there that he has the opportunity as the sixth year finishes to go free. 

He has a decision to make, Am I going to stay, or to go free? In Exodus, it says, “But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, (Exodus 21: 5), which is a powerful expression of love working. Now, that follows the giving of the law, and it means that love is the fulfilling of the law. You have the law set out in Exodus 20, but here is a man who loves, he is fulfilling the law. 

So here in Deuteronomy, what follows chapter 15, where we have the Hebrew bondman, are the feasts of Jehovah, three of them, the passover, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tabernacles; three occasions in which all the males were to appear before Jehovah, and they were not to appear empty. They came up, you might say from north, south, east and west, three times a year with their hands full to give an answer to God, and it means that that was not just a legal obligation. They would not say, O dear, the seventh month has come round again we have got to make that long trip to Jerusalem, O no, they would go there with alacrity, with holy zeal, with fervent love to appear before their God with love’s response. 

Then in chapter 18 it begins, “The priests, the Levites, and the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no portion nor inheritance with Israel. Jehovah’s offerings by fire, and his inheritance shall they eat, but they shall have no inheritance among their brethren” (Deuteronomy 18: 1). Well, what does that mean? It means they are serving for love; they have forgone what is material; they have no portion nor inheritance with Israel, they had not got a bit of territory marked out, but what did they have? “Jehovah’s offerings by fire, and his inheritance shall they eat”, that is they were going to feed on Christ, as the hymn says, ‘Heaven’s choicest store’, and their motive in all their priestly service was love. I am sure that is the meaning of these chapters in Deuteronomy. 

You have the Hebrew bondman who has the opportunity righteously to go free, but if he says, 

“I will not go away from thee”, then his ear is bored through 

with an awl into the door. You say that is painful, well, it means sacrifice, it means a deliberate solemn, irrevocable committal. Why? Because he loves. I would like to ask every brother and sister, and myself indeed. Have you reached a point of irrevocable committal to Christ and the assembly? In Christianity think the Lord takes great pleasure in definiteness. 

The scripture in Exodus says, “If he shall say distinctly, I love”. Have you spoken distinctly to the Lord Jesus? How distinctly He has spoken to us! How distinctly He speaks to us every Lord’s day—This is My body—This cup is the new covenant in My blood. Has He not spoken distinctly? Has He not given Himself for us in total sacrifice and surrender and in love, the like of which we can see nowhere else? He has distinctly said, I love. What has been your answer and mine? I want to emphasize, and I think the Lord would emphasize it among us, that such committal and such genuine love to Christ and to His people, must be the soil from which all service springs. Without it activity is not only valueless, but I think it would be damaging. 

So we come to that well known chapter in 1 Corinthians 13. Paul was a great lover; how he loved Christ! How he loved the Son of God! He says, “who has loved me and given himself for me”. He would say, Such a wretch as I was, persecuting the assembly, an insolent overbearing man. He loved me and gave Himself for me; he does not even just say there, He died for me, but He gave Himself for me. O, may the love of Christ constrain us! It constrained Paul, and He loved me enough to give Himself for me. You say, He loved the assembly and delivered Himself up for it, that is blessedly true, but He loved you. What, has been your answer? What is my answer to such surpassing love, the love of Christ which passes understanding? 

Now Paul yielded himself to that love, he became a true bondman, he did not want to go out free. His previous course had been disastrous and he was ashamed 

of it. He says that of sinners, I am the first, I persecuted the assembly. But now he is on the line of love; he loves Christ therefore he loves His people, and he loved the Corinthians. I think if ever there was a test of love, it would be to love the Corinthians, but how he loved them. He loved them, you might say, as Christ did, in all their unlovable character; it really was the love of Christ expressed in Paul. Were we lovable when the Lord Jesus set His love upon us and gave Himself for us? Indeed we were not. Despite all the trouble, and division, and sin, and wrong doctrine that was prevalent in Corinth, which almost swept the place, apart from a few it would appear, Paul loved them, and served them in love. Indeed there is a passage one might well have read toward the end of the second epistle, “Now I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved”, 2 Corinthians 12: 15. What a heart-breaking thing for a man to spend and be utterly spent for a local assembly, and it was possible that they might love him less. You might say, heart-breaking, utterly discouraging, but Paul would say, I am going to love whatever your attitude may be. Why was it? Because the love of Christ was constraining him, and he was actually loving in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I think it is probably safe to say that he expended more on the Corinthians than on any other local assembly. He appeals to them you might say from the depths of his heart. Three times in this second epistle he goes over his sufferings, and in chapter 12 tells us the sufferings and sacrifice and danger and peril of which we have not another similar record; really it was to touch their hearts, to demonstrate the genuineness of his love. It should not really have been necessary for him to say all this, and I think he hesitated to say it, but he expends everything that he might secure in love these beloved Corinthians. If you look at 2 Corinthians 12, “in labours exceedingly abundant, in stripes to excess, in prisons exceedingly abundant, in deaths oft. From the Jews five 

times have I received forty stripes save one. Thrice have I been scourged, once I have been stoned, three times I have suffered shipwreck, a night and day I passed in the deep—in journeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from my own race, in perils from the nations, in perils in the city, in perils in the desert, in perils on the sea, in perils among false brethren; in labour and toil, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness”, 2 Corinthians 11: 23–27. Why? Because he loved. Nothing else will strengthen a man to face such an intense course of sacrifice and loss, except that he loved Jesus and he loved the saints. Now we are not, in God’s mercy and His ordering, called to face such extremity of sufferings, but are we prepared in love to devote ourselves to the Lord and to His people? What a noble life was that of Paul—what a path of excellence and distinction. When men in the world were climbing higher in their ambition and glory, here was a man in the spirit of his Master; marked by the mind that was in Christ Jesus, a suffering mind. He says elsewhere that we are become as the off-scouring of the world (see 1 

Corinthians 4: 13), that is what men thought of him. I can assure you he was distinguished in heaven and why? Because he had distinctly said, I love, and all his service sprang from that precious motive which has its origin in God, and has reached us in Jesus. 

Now that is why, I am sure, that he speaks in 1 Corinthians 13 so sweepingly. I do not want to dwell so much on the negative aspect of it, but there is a warning in it because pride is natural to us, it is in all our hearts, and we may take on what is spiritual and adorn ourselves with it; the Corinthians were doing that. God had given them gift, and tragically they were using it to adorn the flesh. I am sure they were having the most impressive oratorical words, profound knowledge being expressed, but Paul would say that without love it is nothing, it is sounding brass or clanging cymbal. Graciously, of course, he applies it to himself here, he did not spare the 

edge of the sword, he was constantly applying it to himself. In writing to the Corinthians, he says, “it is the very smallest matter that I be examined of you ... but he that examines me is the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 4: 3, 4. O, what a safe thing for our innermost motives to be under the Lord’s scrutiny! If you brought that scrutiny to bear on Paul to find his innermost motives, the answer that would come up would be love—pure, selfless, sacrificial love—I will not go free. 

After this somewhat negative beginning in chapter 13 we have a wonderful positive section on love. In one way it is more enjoyable to dwell on that, but I think it is necessary, because of what each of us is in the flesh, to stress what Paul stresses first, that apart from love I am nothing, and apart from love whatever I do, whatever I may appear to sacrifice, I profit nothing. That is one side of the balance sheet, but then when you come to the other side from verse 4 onwards, you find the blessed, attractive, positive features of what love is. Perhaps we should seek to go over them now, let us dwell on them. “Love has long patience, is kind; love is not emulous of others; love is not insolent and rash, is not puffed up”, and so on, but that love rejoices with the truth, bears all things, and so on—“Love never fails”. So may we be deepened with our roots going down in love. A servant of the Lord used to challenge the brethren. What is your stock of love? One index is how I regard and speak about my local brethren. If I am marked by this love which marked the beloved apostle I shall greatly value my local brethren. I am not saying, I am speaking generally now, that they are faultless. The Corinthians certainly were far from faultless, but Paul loved them, and in that love he would not be deterred from serving them to the utmost of his capacity. Why? Because he wanted to present them as a chaste virgin to Christ. He loved them, but even more he loved Christ, and wanted Christ to have His portion in His beloved people in Corinth. May this be our outlook, and the spring of all our activities in the localities in which we are set, as set among the people of God. 

Now we come to John’s epistle, which was written by another apostle who knew the heart of Jesus, who had been in His bosom and had leaned on His breast; you might say he dwelt in that resting place, that source of love, and he says in 1 John 3: 16, “Hereby we have known love”, there is a footnote there, it is the perfect tense which means in effect we have known it in the past, and we are keeping on knowing it, that is the experience of it continues. “Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us”. We need to ask ourselves questions and answer them. So here is a question I might ask you or you ask me. How have I known love? Where did we get our conception of love from? From Jesus, and “we have known love because he”, that is emphatic, such a Person being who He is, having what He had, in all His worth and His glory and His perfection, that life so rich and full, and fragrant, so full of grace and love and power and compassion—He has laid down His life for us. O, may the love of the Christ constrain us; it constrained Paul, no longer to live to himself but to Christ, the One who died for him and has been raised. 

John says, He has laid down His life for us, “and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”, you notice these two emphatic words—“he” is emphatic, “he has laid down his life for us”; now there is an emphatic “we”, a blessed but very solemn obligation lies upon us “we ought”. This is the only right and fit and suitable answer to the sacrificial love of Jesus—“we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”. This is the intended effect of our knowing the love of Christ, I wonder if we have answered to it. John is telling us here of the only suitable answer on your part and mine to our experience and knowledge of the surpassing love of Jesus, and what is it? That we ought, you and I, for the brethren to lay down our lives; for the brethren, those of whom the Lord spoke, as soon as He was out of death, as His brethren. 

They are a distinguished company. He did not go to the temple, He did not go to the sanhedrim. He went to that little room where the doors were shut where His disciples were and honoured them with His company. Thank God we have the privilege of being among them, constantly. Let us value these privileges highly, and regard the brethren highly with something of the affections of the heart of Christ. 

But then love is tested. The love of Jesus was tested more than any love ever has been, and it met the test, I need not say; it displayed itself in the utmost sacrifice and sorrow and suffering. We ought for the brethren to lay down our lives—it does not mean nowadays, for some of us at any rate, that we are called to go to the stake or to be burned. It will mean reproach certainly, and it does mean sacrifice, but what does it mean? It means that after Christ Himself the brethren are to be the object of our love, or our service, or whatever sacrifice is needed for their benefit and profit—“we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”. My life is not my own, nor is yours. If we belong to the Lord Jesus, our bodies are not our own. Every one of us of responsible years should have reached the experience of Romans 12 and presented our bodies a living sacrifice. So that our bodies are not our own, and we are not our own. All that we have, our whole lives, are to be at the disposal of the brethren, that they may benefit through whatever sacrificial service can be rendered to them. I cannot tell you what form that will take, the Lord will tell you and the Spirit will guide you; but I think there are a thousand ways in which the brethren can be served, in which they can be comforted and ministered to. 

This goes on to what is material, “whoso may have the world’s, substance, and see his brother having need, and shut up his bowels from him, how abides the love of God in him?” I do thank God for the spirit of liberality which. I know is among the dear brethren in what relates 

to the meeting of material needs, and the needs of the Lord’s service; how pleasing that is to the Lord. But then we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives; to find another centre, instead of being my own centre I am to find my centre in Christ, very true, but also in His beloved people. When He was here He served them, they were the object of His constant love and care and ministration. Take John 13 for example, “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”, (John 13: 1); then He washed their feet. In principle He was showing there that He was laying down His life for them. You know any service that we can render to the saints is a privilege and an honour. The Lord Jesus said, “But I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”, Luke 22: 27. Is that how you and I are among the brethren? O, may the Lord help us to take on His own spirit; not to be selfish, not to be self-centred, but to find our outlet, and the object of our love, in those for whom He laid down His life. It is a great privilege. May the Lord help us to answer to it for His glory. Amen. 

Address at Dundee
7 December 1985 

 


Scripture references

Deuteronomy 15:12-17 (JND) [12] If thy brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, have been sold unto thee, he shall serve thee six years, and in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee. [13] And when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not let him go away empty; [14] thou shalt certainly furnish him from thy sheep, and out of thy floor, and out of thy winepress: of what Jehovah thy God hath blessed thee with shalt thou give unto him. [15] And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and that Jehovah thy God redeemed thee; therefore I command thee this thing to-day. [16] And it shall be, if he say unto thee, I will not go away from thee, because he loveth thee and thy house, because he is well with thee, [17] then thou shalt take an awl, and thrust it through his ear and into the door; and he shall be thy bondman for ever. And also unto thy handmaid thou shalt do likewise.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing.

1 John 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives. [17] But whoso may have the world's substance, and see his brother having need, and shut up his bowels from him, how abides the love of God in him?

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

1 Corinthians 3:12 (JND) [12] Now if any one build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw,

Exodus 20 (JND) [1] And God spoke all these words, saying, [2] I am Jehovah thy God, who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. [3] Thou shalt have no other gods before me. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Exodus 20 (JND) [1] And God spoke all these words, saying, [2] I am Jehovah thy God, who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. [3] Thou shalt have no other gods before me. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Deuteronomy 18:1 (JND) [1] The priests, the Levites, [and] the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no portion nor inheritance with Israel: Jehovah's offerings by fire, and his inheritance shall they eat,

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

2 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] Well, it is not of profit to me to boast, for I will come to visions and revelations of [the] Lord. [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven. [3] And I know such a man, (whether in [the] body or out of the body I know not, God knows;) …

2 Corinthians 11:23-27 (JND) [23] Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as being beside myself) *I* above measure [so]; in labours exceedingly abundant, in stripes to excess, in prisons exceedingly abundant, in deaths oft. [24] From the Jews five times have I received forty [stripes], save one. [25] Thrice have I been scourged, once I have been stoned, three times I have suffered shipwreck, a night and day I passed in the deep: [26] in journeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from [my own] race, in perils from [the] nations, in perils in [the] city, in perils in [the] desert, in perils on [the] sea, in perils among false brethren; [27] in labour and toil, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

1 Corinthians 4:3-4 (JND) [3] But for me it is the very smallest matter that I be examined of you or of man's day. Nor do I even examine myself. [4] For I am conscious of nothing in myself; but I am not justified by this: but he that examines me is the Lord.

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

Luke 22:27 (JND) [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves.



RIGHTEOUSNESS, FAITH, LOVE, PEACE

J. R. Surtees 

Matthew 1: 1–6; Genesis 38: 25, 26; Hebrews 11: 31; Ruth 1: 14–19; 2 Samuel 12: 24, 25 

I have in mind to say a word as to these four remarkable women in the genealogy in Matthew’s gospel, and to show a little as to the principles of the kingdom—righteousness, faith, love and peace. They are in these four women, I believe. It is not new, of course, but the Lord will perhaps help us to get a fresh impression of how these things can be set out in the most unlikely people. 

We have these persons brought in in a distinguished way in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus. That is God’s sovereignty, there is nobody’s name here by mistake; God has not been taken by surprise. We can see that, can we not, in the Scriptures? God orders things to serve His own will. We read in Ephesians of the counsel of His own will; not many things are more interesting, it seems to me, than the will of God. It is a wonderful subject to trace in the Scriptures. Do not be afraid to speak, and to think, of the will of God; it is not a prohibitive matter. Sometimes we hear it spoken of as though it were some kind of restrictive thought, but that is not the case; the will of God is that the saints should enter into their place. The Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light (see Colossians 1: 12). It does not say that He will do so, in the mind of God it is so. The saints have a wonderful portion, the best of heaven is reserved for the saints of the present time. Did you know that? It is where Christ is—“I go to prepare you a place”, the Lord says (John 14: 2). Not prepare the saints for the place, the Lord does not emphasise that, but prepare the place for the saints. What the saints are in God’s mind! 

So I would just like, with the Lord’s help, to speak of these four women. The first is Thamar in Matthew 1: 3, who is the same person as Tamar in Genesis 38. She had a history, like many of us; we would have written her off I do not doubt; she deceived Judah, but he said, 

“She is more righteous than I”, Genesis 38: 26. More righteous—you see the first principle of the kingdom is righteousness. God is righteous to forgive men their sins; God is righteous in doing that. It is not that God has overlooked anything. God has meted out the judgment of your sins and of mine upon the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ; so that if we believe, they are dealt with, they are finished. God is perfectly righteous in forgiving men their sins. So it behoves us to consider the righteousness of God, as we read, “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all who believe”, Romans 3: 22. That is the righteousness of 

God. But this here is practical righteousness—“She is more righteous than I”, he says. 

There is no deceiving God. In fact the scripture says, “God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap”, Galatians 6: 7. So it would be for me to ask myself, What have I sowed today? We are sowing all the time, “For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh”. Perhaps we all know that. It may be that in the course of our lifetime however long, or however short, we have discovered that he that sows to his own flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption. God is not mocked. He sees all things. Another has said that anyone who reads the Scriptures is impressed by the fact that they present realities, they do not disguise the truth however severe, or shady it may be. Those who have helped us, even to the present day, in my observation, have all greatly valued the Scriptures. 

So Judah comes to it that things are different now. He thought he could hide something. One thing led to another; he thought a kid of the goats would deal with the problem, it would all be covered up and that would be the end of it. But not so, he comes face to face with the matter of righteousness, and that is like our histories, that is how we find things are. The time comes when we have to pursue righteousness. After this, I believe, Judah began to pursue righteousness. He went along, of course, for a time with his brethren in saying that Joseph was no longer alive, but eventually he came to it that they had been practising unrighteousness for something like twenty years. Possibly more than that because Joseph was thirteen years in the prison it would seem, and there were the seven years of plenty, and then there was a year or more of the famine. All that time they had been living in deceit. The time had now come for Judah, and it comes in our histories too, dear brethren, when we must pursue righteousness. There is no other way; there is no liberty, no confidence 

amongst brethren, no power in the locality, no power in testimony, and no help in the home, unless we pursue righteousness. This is an important matter. So we would be impressed by the way that things took a turn for the better; Tamar here established the standard of righteousness and it helped. 

Now the next one is Rachab, and I think with Rachab we have faith. With Tamar it is righteousness, but the next thing we need to pursue is faith, so we look to Rachab, who is the same person as Rahab. She had been a pretty shady person; there she was with all her sin. It struck me once that she had no difficulty in finding a scarlet line, I suppose much with her would have been a matter of show. That is the kind of person she probably would have been in times past, but the time came when she hid the spies. I do not think Scripture condones her saying to the king that the men had gone away, but what she did by faith, which heaven took account of, was that she received the spies in peace. She received them, and covered them up under, the flax, and it says here, “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace”, Hebrews 11: 31. She knew that laying hold of this in faith would “mean the end of the world morally, the end of all that Jericho stood for, the end of everything she had known and lived in. She had faced all that, yet by faith she received the spies in peace. She said, It is clear that God is with you, that God is with the people of Israel, we must have our faith in God. 

Now faith is not a thing that is only used at the time when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, it is not intended to be a once and only matter. The Scripture says, “the just shall live by faith”, Hebrews 10: 38. Believers are to live on that principle. So do we pursue faith? Do we have our outlook in relation to what God is doing in our localities? Do we look at our brethren, old and, young, in all their circumstances, and look at things in faith? Have we faith that God can act in relation to difficulties, that God can bring in answers to the prayers of the saints? Do we pursue faith? I would encourage those that are prepared to take on responsibility in relation to needy souls to have faith, that God will come in and answer them. The joy of seeing people, for whom you have prayed for months and years, getting help, is a wonderful thing. We know some little of it. There is scarcely a joy like it, to see the plant growing, to see the plant flourishing, to see it coming into leaf and bearing fruit. This is the answer to faith. Rahab laid hold of the matter in faith, and God was pleased with it, and she comes into the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 

Next we come to Ruth. I think love is emphasized in Ruth. Pursue righteousness, faith and the next thing is love. We have to pursue love. So Ruth clave to Naomi. She said, “Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. We might say, Well, that is committal! Yes, it was committal, but what was the origin of committal? Love! That is what brings about committal. Love is the basis of everything. Unless there is love in my soul towards the person to whom I am speaking, then it is not a lot of good speaking at all, because what it does is create a situation of confrontation. Whereas love, active love, would bring about this sort of committal. She clave to her. There is no suggestion throughout the book of Ruth that they were apart. Naomi and Ruth go through the history together, and when Obed was born there was Naomi to hand. Naomi, I suppose, would speak of God’s mercy towards the saints. 

Everything had gone wrong after she went to Moab; the whole situation was in such a plight that only God could do anything about it, and so she is a subject of mercy. We may feel oftentimes that there is so much to learn, there is so much to be done in us, and it will take so long. That may well be true, but God is towards us in mercy. He is righteous about being merciful to us. So Ruth is committed to Naomi, and to her people and to her God. Divine love was expressed in the way that God dealt with Ruth and she responded to it. 

So we need to pursue love. It is not always the most easy thing to do, because sometimes things come in that make it difficult to show love. There might be remembrance of things, or personal feeling, and we all know how dreadful these things can be. There is scarcely anything more negating of liberty in the service of God, as far as I am aware, than personal feeling. Yet it is our responsibility to pursue love. It does not say that Naomi was the most attractive of people; she was in much bitterness; she felt that God had dealt very bitterly with her, but nevertheless, Ruth proved that this was the way of blessing. She clave to Naomi; she demonstrated what it was to pursue love. 

I would just like to refer to the scripture as to Solomon. The matter of her that had been the wife of Urias was a greater departure than any of the others we have referred to, I believe. 

Responsibility in David waned, great man as he was, and although he had all that he needed, I suppose, yet he still failed. Bathsheba had been the wife of Urias and we know a little of the history as it is recorded in the Scriptures. God sent Nathan with a prophetic word that touched David in his affections and conscience in chapter 12. He said to him, “There were two men in one city; the one rich and the other poor. The rich had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing at all, but one little ewe lamb which he had bought, and was nourishing; and it grew up with him, and together with his children—it ate of his morsel, and drank of his own cup, and slept in his bosom, and was to him as a daughter. And there came a traveller to the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that had come to him; and he took the poor man’s lamb and dressed it for the man that had come to him”. Then eventually Nathan says, “Thou art the man!” We get the gain of his experience in the Psalms. We get some impression of the depths that touched David’s soul in Psalm 51, but God’s answer to it was peace. He called his name Solomon, which means ‘peaceful’, and Jehovah loved him. This was a fresh turn in David’s history. He had to face much after this—the insurrection of Absalom, and, the numbering of the people, and all that happened consequently. Nevertheless the Lord touched him by divine grace, in relation to his failure, in such a way as to bring in peace, the fulness of which was reached in Solomon’s time. It says in 1 Kings 4: 24 that Solomon had peace on all sides round about. So we need to pursue peace. It is on the basis of righteousness, with faith and love in full activity. God will bring in the blessing. May the Lord help us for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
28 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 1:1-6 (JND) [1] Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham. [2] Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Juda and his brethren; [3] and Juda begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom, and Esrom begat Aram, [4] and Aram begat Aminadab, and Aminadab begat Naasson, and Naasson begat Salmon, [5] and Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse, [6] and Jesse begat David the king. And David begat Solomon, of her [that had been the wife] of Urias;

Genesis 38:25-26 (JND) [25] When she was brought forth, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, By the man to whom these [belong] am I with child; and she said, Acknowledge, I pray thee, whose are this signet, and this lace, and this staff. [26] And Judah acknowledged [them], and said, She is more righteous than I, because I have not given her to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.

Hebrews 11:31 (JND) [31] By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace.

Ruth 1:14-19 (JND) [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?

2 Samuel 12:24-25 (JND) [24] And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her; and she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon; and Jehovah loved him. [25] And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah's sake.

Colossians 1:12 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light,

John 14:2 (JND) [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place;

Matthew 1:3 (JND) [3] and Juda begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom, and Esrom begat Aram,

Genesis 38 (JND) [1] And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a man of Adullam whose name was Hirah. [2] And Judah saw there the daughter of a Canaanitish man whose name was Shua; and he took her, and went in to her. [3] And she conceived and bore a son; and he called his name Er. …

Genesis 38:26 (JND) [26] And Judah acknowledged [them], and said, She is more righteous than I, because I have not given her to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Galatians 6:7 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap.

Hebrews 11:31 (JND) [31] By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with the unbelieving, having received the spies in peace.

Hebrews 10:38 (JND) [38] But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him.

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

1 Kings 4:24 (JND) [24] For he had dominion over all on this side the river, from Tiphsah as far as Gazah, over all the kings on this side the river; and he had peace on all sides round about.



THE LORD TAKING UP NEW POSITIONS

J. Spinks 

Matthew 3: 13–17; 4: 18–22; John 20: 17–20 

These two sections of scripture set out the Lord taking up certain positions that He had not been in before. Previous to this, He had thirty years of unbroken communion with His Father, in which He afforded Him infinite delight. Scripture does not record much of this, but enough to show us how much the holy perfection of that blessed humanity delighted the heart of the Father. The Spirit would help us to contemplate those hidden years, and increase our appreciation of that blessed Man. 

In Matthew we see Him taking up a new position, relating to the testimony of God, and in that position associating others with Himself. It is a position which involves suffering and reproach, because it is clear that the enemy is against all that is of God, and anyone who commits himself to the testimony is sure to meet opposition. We, read in Luke that the Lord advanced in favour with God and men, but when He moves out in testimony, it immediately brings out the opposition and they seek to kill Him. 

Here, in Matthew 3, He is acclaimed from heaven, marking the beginning of His public ministry, but He must first do something that no other man had been able to do. He binds the strong man! In the temptations He shows Himself superior to the enemy. Think of the power of the devil, who had had the mastery over every man up, to this time, having to yield to this blessed Man. The Lord meets him at every point, not in divine power, but in the moral power of His holy, sinless humanity. Of course, the complete annulling of the power of the enemy required the Lord’s precious death, but is it not a great comfort, dear brethren, to realise that we are associated in the testimony with such a mighty Victor. 

Where we read in chapter 4, we see the Lord calling His disciples. No doubt these beloved men were divinely chosen, and fitted to fulfil a unique place in the testimony, but I think they set out a principle that is true of every believer. That is, they are not in it by way of volunteering, they are called into it. It is questionable if anyone is rightly in the testimony unless they have a sense of being divinely called into it. You feel that these men would have a sense that nothing would ever be the same after this, and so it is, dear brethren, the call of Christ changes everything. Their whole life was to be governed by another authority, another source of direction, another source of supply, another source of comfort. Think of what the Lord was to these disciples for those three and a half years. Every need they had, 

He met it! How full is the resource we have in Christ! Everything that is needed for the testimony, both individually and collectively, is in the hands of one blessed Man. 

The Lord’s committal to His disciples was total. It was a time of education and instruction. 

They were being educated for great things, and I think that in this respect also, our position is similar to theirs. Think of the position of the assembly in the world to come. The Lord would undertake to educate us in view of that day, the glorious day of His public reign. It may be that they were sometimes fearful, as we all are, but that is not recorded to cast any reflection on the disciples, but only to show that the grace with which He had committed Himself to them never failed at any time. Think of the wonderful committal of divine Persons to each one of us, that can never be revoked. “If we are unfaithful, he abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself”, 2 Timothy 2: 13. 

When the children of Israel passed through the Red Sea into the wilderness, they had to learn that they were wholly dependent on divine resources. How full they were! The daily provision of manna; the assurance of divine guidance in the pillar of fire by night and the pillar of cloud by day. They also had to learn that there was no provision made to return to Egypt. After they had passed through the sea, the waters returned. It was a wonderful testimony to the power of God in completely annulling the power of the enemy, but it was also a testimony that God jealously guards His rights to His people. We read in Romans, “For sin shall not have dominion over you”, Romans 6: 14. The death of Christ is the means by which God has exercised His claim to His people and He will never let them go. Some, alas, seek to go back, but it is a futile and sorrowful exercise. As we accept the death of Christ as governing our position in this world we come in for wonderful blessing. It is a position that divine Persons have committed themselves irrevocably to, and calls for full committal on our part to 

the testimony of our Lord. 

I read in John chapter 20 because it sets out the other side of the Christian position. This relates to a sphere of privilege, and again the Lord delights to associate others with Himself. 

It is wonderful to read through this gospel and see the desire of the Lord to have His own with Him. Would that we could get a greater understanding of the depth of the Lord’s desire that we should be with Him, not only in support of the testimony, but in this great sphere of privilege. “Go to my brethren”. What precious words these are! This is the first time the Lord uses them in this context and no doubt there would be joy in His heart as He did so. 

In the typical scriptures this section may relate more to the crossing of Jordan, the death of Christ providing a way to the enjoyment of heavenly relationships and privileges. I think the key to it lies in affection for Christ. Mary sets out this feature in a wonderful way. She needed adjustment, as we all do, but she had a deep love for the Lord which was altogether trustworthy, and the Lord entrusted her with the greatest message ever conveyed to human ears, feel that formed affection for Christ is the only way into the enjoyment of heavenly blessings. This wonderful passage culminates in the Lord coming into the midst and showing them His hands and His side. It relates, as we have been taught, to the purpose of divine love, that Christ should have a suitable counterpart, that God should have a people in relationship to Christ, brought into His very presence, in the full enjoyment of His love. 

I feel we need to lay hold of the importance of the divine call. It is a once and for all matter; it does not allow for, options, and there is no provision made for going back. It is not a call for volunteers, but for those who have been so affected by the love of Christ, that they yield Him undisputed rights over them. I think the 

disciples discovered the blessedness of association with Christ in the testimony, the blessedness of finding every resource in Him. Then there is the joy of having part with Him in the sphere of privilege. I believe there is a distinct link between them. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
15 October 1991 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 3:13-17 (JND) [13] Then comes Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptised of him; [14] but John urgently forbad him, saying, *I* have need to be baptised of thee; and comest *thou* to me? [15] But Jesus answering said to him, Suffer [it] now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffers him. [16] And Jesus, having been baptised, went up straightway from the water, and lo, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him: [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Matthew 4:18-22 (JND) [18] And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishers; [19] and he says to them, Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men. [20] And they, having left their trawl-nets, immediately followed him. [21] And going on thence he saw other two brothers, James the [son] of Zebedee and John his brother, in the ship with Zebedee their father, mending their trawl-nets, and he called them; [22] and they, having left the ship and their father, immediately followed him.

John 20:17-20 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her. [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord.

Matthew 3 (JND) [1] Now in those days comes John the baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, [2] and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh. [3] For this is he who has been spoken of through Esaias the prophet, saying, Voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. …

2 Timothy 2:13 (JND) [13] if we are unfaithful, *he* abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

Romans 6:14 (JND) [14] For sin shall not have dominion over *you*, for ye are not under law but under grace.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



ONE ANOTHER

D. L. Stewart 

John 13: 1–5, 15; 21: 15–17 

In John’s gospel as is well known we have matters that are not in the other gospels. I think it has been said that John is writing for the last days and his gospel is possibly the last of the Scriptures. The saints already had Paul, and his epistles, and John has a unique place to fill in that things would already have broken down publicly or been weakened at any rate in the assembly. But John is distinctive, and brings in what the other three evangelists do not touch at all. The other gospels, as to the cross, speak of the forsaking and the darkness; John alone speaks about the blood. The other gospels give us the setting of the Lord’s supper, a matter that we have had great help about in our days. 

John does not give us that, he gives us this service of feet washing. He says that Jesus rises from supper; the Lord no doubt had in mind what was ahead. Knowing that He is about to “depart out of the world”, He introduces this service of feet washing. He rises from supper, no doubt the Passover, and lays aside His garments, and girds Himself with a linen towel. He pours water into the wash-hand basin and began to serve His own by washing their feet. 

There was nothing official. I suppose it would be right to suggest that after the Lord’s supper something should be different with us, perhaps there should be a greater appreciation than ever of what the saints are to Christ, where He has been rejected and refused and cast out as worthless. All that Christ has here at the present time, He has in His own, they are so valuable in His sight. So it says, “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”. He loved them through everything (see note). It is not a question of getting us ready for the Supper, that may be necessary, but that is not the setting of it here. It is what is to come in in the week as we meet the problems of this scene and the world from which Christ is rejected, refused and cast out as worthless. In the end of the gospels, the Lord had so few, but they were so valuable to Him. He knew that He was departing and they would need one another, one another. That is what we have, beloved brethren, in this scene; in a certain sense we have got nothing else. 

We have light of course and there is still what is to come; the kingdom and the glory, all that is yet to come, but at the present time we have one another. We have the Spirit also, and He, the Spirit of Christ, would enable us to take up this unique matter of serving one another. 

Then it says, He “began to wash the feet of the disciples”; what was in His mind was, no doubt, refreshment in a contrary scene. These feet were to tread the path that He had trodden, in some limited sense, and would be in need of refreshment and strengthening. The Supper is always ahead of us (but also it is behind us), and so as we are in contact with the world and its doings in everyday life, there is a need of this washing. Young people need this, we all need it, every one of us, this service of feet washing; in view of another Lord’s day; in view of another Supper; in view of His coming for us, in fact. So that we may be treading this scene with refreshment in our souls, our steps moving onward and upward. 

Then in John 21 we have another matter that we get nowhere else. In the other gospels we get what the Lord did in various ways when among His own in resurrection, but in John we get this service of shepherding. It is perhaps on a similar line to what has already engaged us, but it shows how much it was in the Lord’s heart. He Himself, of course, is the great Shepherd and the good Shepherd, able to succour His sheep and supply what they need. But that is not the way it is put in John 21. He lays the service on Peter; He lays it three times upon Peter, and this would surely have some bearing on us. He speaks about the lambs being fed, and the sheep needing shepherding and feeding too. There is a greater need than ever in our day for this feature of feeding the lambs that are precious to Him. Young people and older ones too, are so valuable to Christ in the midst of a scene like this, they are His lambs and His sheep. In John 10 He says they hear His voice. That is the character of His sheep, that they hear His voice, and they follow Him. There is the need of shepherds, the need of those who care for one another. How precious are the words one another! All we have here in one sense is one another. So the Lord would encourage us as to this matter. May the Lord bless His word to us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
10 July 1990 

 


Scripture references

John 13:1-15 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, [4] rises from supper and lays aside his garments, and having taken a linen towel he girded himself: [5] then he pours water into the washhand basin, and began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to wipe them with the linen towel with which he was girded. [6] He comes therefore to Simon Peter; and *he* says to him, Lord, dost thou wash *my* feet? [7] Jesus answered and said to him, What I do thou dost not know now, but thou shalt know hereafter. [8] Peter says to him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast not part with me. [9] Simon Peter says to him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. [10] Jesus says to him, He that is washed all over needs not to wash save his feet, but is wholly clean; and ye are clean, but not all. [11] For he knew him that delivered him up: on account of this he said, Ye are not all clean. [12] When therefore he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, having sat down again, he said to them, Do ye know what I have done to you? …

John 21:15-17 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …



EXTRACTS

In chapter 11 the reference is to what is local, and again we have prayer. What I have said so far is general, but when you come to chapter 11, which is preceded (as already before us today) by the Lord’s appointing seventy others also, and sending them “two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come”, we are in the presence 

of truth that refers to a local company. If you are not exercised about your local company, you have no part in “the angel” of that locality. You will find that as you progress in the truth you take up your local responsibility. 

One longs that everyone should have a sense of responsibility, for unless you take up the sense of obligation you are of little moral worth. The absence of moral obligation paves the way for the building up of clericalism and has led to the handing over of religious affairs to a committee of men. Here the Lord is praying, and one of His disciples said to Him—“Lord, teach us to pray”. It is as if our local brethren need to be taught how to pray. As they pray, they will find abundance of local furnishings, which are really heavenly furnishings. 

The prayer has in view the bringing out of heaven into your locality what you know to be there. So the Lord ends the passage with the thought that the Father who is of heaven (not in heaven as Matthew) gives the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. I refer to it now in a general way as applying to a locality, for you cannot have things right in a locality without the Spirit. 

It is the Spirit, not for yourself exactly, but for the locality. You want the Spirit with all the brethren, and you must never rest till all of them are characterised by the Spirit of God. You will never have peace nor conditions for Christ locally unless all the brethren are imbued with the Spirit of God. The way to reach this is by prayer—“How much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 

In this way your local needs are met. You have secured a place for the Lord, like David—“I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for Jehovah”, Psalm 132. In order to have a place for the Lord, the saints in the locality must have the Spirit. You may say, Every believer has the Spirit, but you want to see the results of that in your locality. 

The Lord knows those who have the Spirit, but the evidence of this is in the fruit of the Spirit. 

If you do not see this, ask the Father in heaven and He will give the Spirit. Get the right idea in your mind, and do not rest till it is realised in the fruit being there. It is realised through prayer. “Ask, and ye shall receive”, Matthew 7: 7. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, pp.115, 116) 

You may say, Well, I never follow men. That is not true of any of us. Young believers, normally, follow those through whom the light comes to them. But if the vessel through whom the light is given is spiritual, he will direct his converts to the true Model. “Ye became followers of us”, the apostle says, “and of the Lord”. You may think it should be that they became followers of the Lord and of the apostle, but that would be declension. They became followers of Paul, the one through whom the light came to them, and then of the Lord. The line is upward. If it were the other way it would be declension. Many have started out right, following the Lord, but they quickly turned aside and followed others. Indeed, it is the snare of young people to become followers of men, as you will find in the epistle of John. In writing to the grades in the family, there is more said by the apostle to the “little children”, than is said to the young men and the fathers, and the burden of what he has to say to them is to beware of antichrists. It is all well if you are following those who love the Lord. They will soon put you into touch with the Lord. They have no pride in your following them. They delight to aid you to follow Christ, but the antichrists are the dangerous ones. There are many of them, John says, even now. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, pp.451, 452)
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Scripture references

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Matthew 7:7 (JND) [7] Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and ye shall find. Knock, and it shall be opened to you.
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