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THE OBEDIENCE OF THE CHRIST

John 6:38; 10:17,18; 14:30,31

While thinking about this occasion, the scripture came to mind where the apostle Paul, speaking of what is lawless and what is proud, says, “leading captive every thought into the obedience of the Christ”, 2 Cor.10:5.  That expression has been in my mind as pondering this occasion: “the obedience of the Christ”.  You see in the Lord Jesus a standard of obedience in man that we do not see anywhere else, the obedience of the Christ.  It is the divine standard of obedience.  Now, obedience did not always apply to the Lord Jesus.  I say that because He was not always man.  As He came in to manhood, He came into circumstances in which obedience was appropriate.  Before then, He existed in the greatness of His Person in eternal glory; no human eye, no creature eye, could comprehend or even take account of the glory of Godhead that was His.  There would have been no need then for obedience.  His word carried power.  We have been reading in the beginning of Genesis and we see that His word carried power, even in relation to the creation: “Let there be light”, Gen.1:3  If the Lord Jesus, in the greatness of His Person, said “Let there be light”, it was inevitable that there would be light.  It could not be otherwise.  How great He is in His Person.  

Think of the greatness of the Lord Jesus as God.  Even as to the creation itself; we are told that “the worlds were framed by the word of God”, Heb.11:3.  Think of the greatness of such a One, and He was the One who was instrumental in the creation.  How great He is!  And yet in coming into manhood, He came into a condition in which there was something He had never known before, because He could not have known it before, and that was that there were moral glories to be displayed which God was looking for in man.  No mere man could effect creation by his word, and yet the Lord Jesus came into manhood.  Think of all that that means.  It speaks in Hebrews of how “he learned obedience” (chap.5:8).  It was something new to Him to be obedient because of the greatness of who He is, and yet as in manhood He never disobeyed.  The Lord Jesus could never have disobeyed because of the perfection of the manhood that was His.  Think of His moral excellence and all that He brought into manhood! 

In chapter 6 of John, He says “I am come down from heaven, not that I should do my will, but the will of him that has sent me”.  Think of the Lord Jesus coming down from heaven.  What came down?  He brought into this world a feature that had never been seen before – absolute obedience.  He brought into the world the kindness and love of God that had never been seen so perfectly before – the kindness and love of God to man.  He manifested all that God was looking for in man – dependence, subjection.  He came down out of heaven, and in “taking his place in the likeness of men” (Phil.2.7), He brought obedience into the world.  He brought it into a world where men had been pursuing their own wills.  What a terrible world we live in; we are often reminded of that.  In this world, there are so many billion people, that means there are so many billion wills operating.  Soon there will be a day when the only will that shall operate is God’s; it will have its way over the whole earth.  When Jesus came in, He came not to do His will but the will of Him that sent Him.  Think of the Lord Jesus in John’s gospel continually taking the place of the sent One in His public service here.  This is the gospel that brings out His greatness as the Son of God, and yet in wonderful grace He took His place as the sent One.  He was sent out by the Father after His baptism, and why was He sent?  It was not to do His own will.  No, He was sent in order that He should be obedient, that He should know what it was to live according to the will of His Father.  

Think of what that meant to the Father, as taking account of one blessed Object here upon the earth who was living for His will, who was obedient in everything, who brought the element of perfect obedience into the world.  It had never been seen in its perfection before, and the Lord Jesus brought it into the world.  He presents Himself in John 6 as the One on whom we are to feed.  He had come down having brought with Him all the moral glories that God looked for in man – brought them into the world, and we can feed upon Him.  How wonderful to take account of the Lord Jesus.  Let us feed upon Him.  What does that mean – to feed upon Him?  We all have moments when we can let our minds range over what interests us, the things we like.  Let our minds range over the Lord Jesus, let our minds dwell upon Him, on the moral excellence that was seen in Him, the virtues, the qualities that were manifested in Him.  And among those great qualities was obedience, the obedience of the Christ.  It was demonstrated to this world.  The disciples did not understand: on one occasion they said to Him, Eat, consider for Yourself, You need food.  That is the way the natural man thinks – you need food, consider for yourself, you need to be built up.  But the Lord Jesus says, I have other food, My food is to do the will of Another, it is to be obedient to the Father’s will.  Think of the satisfaction which that gave Him, the joy of knowing that all that He did was perfectly in accord with the will of His God and Father, and to know the joy that His Father had in taking account of that pathway of dependence and obedience.  These are two great features that God looks for in man and there they were set out perfectly in the pathway of Jesus.  He says, “I have food to eat which ye do not know”, John 4:32.  

The disciples did not know it.  I suppose that might mean that either they were not aware of what He was feeding on, or that had not been the food that had maintained them until then.  I am sure they came to it in measure afterwards, because they went out in apostolic power; they would have realised then that there was food for them.  The food was to do the will of another, and that is food for us too.  Jesus says, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4:34.  What was His work?  The Lord Jesus came to do the work of God; that is to make Him known.  God had always desired that persons might know Him; that is because of His nature.  His nature is love.  If there is love, then the one who loves desires that their loved one should come to know them and understand them, understand how they think, understand what suits them, understand the things that please them.  God had been working for a long time, many thousands of years, but man could never come to know God without the Lord Jesus.  He was the One who was the expression of God Himself, yet found here in manhood’s condition in obedience to His God and Father that He should do the will of Him that had sent Him and finish His work.  

Oh beloved, think of how well He did that!  We have been reminded recently of the completion of the work, the Lord Jesus having finished that work.  He did it all in obedience to His God and Father and that was what sustained Him.  It was food to Him.  He could go in the strength of that.  As His life upon earth proceeded, you might ask – what could sustain Him?  There was hostility all around Him, He was rejected by His people, even His disciples could not understand Him.  Even at the end of those three and a half years, it was obvious that the disciples really did not understand what He was speaking about and yet what sustained Him was His obedience to the will of His God and Father and the consciousness of the pleasure that God had in Him as the obedient One here.  That was food for the Lord. 

I go on now to chapter 10 because His pathway here was for a very short time.  The Lord Jesus says in Luke’s gospel, “the things concerning me have an end” (chap.22:37).  Think of it; there were people in the land of Israel – Judæa as it was then – and Galilee who had an opportunity, a tremendous opportunity, but that opportunity was coming to an end; “the things concerning me have an end”.  Those three and a half years were going to come to an end.  Now we are in a different day, but this day will have an end too and we have an opportunity in this day because the things concerning the Lord Jesus are preached in His absence.  This day will come to an end, but today is the day of opportunity because of the work that has been done by One who was obedient to the Father’s will.  In John 10, the Lord Jesus looks on to what was before Him and He says, “I lay down my life that I may take it again”.  He was going to lay down His life.  There were many things in the life of Jesus which can be viewed in different ways.  If you think of the resurrection for instance, you find that, as He says here, He had authority to lay down His life that He may take it again, but elsewhere it speaks about the Father raising Him (Rom.6:4), and that He was “made alive in the Spirit”, 1 Pet.3 18.  Divine Persons were active in relation to the resurrection.

But when it came to the death of Jesus, no one took His life from Him, He laid it down.  Men were responsible and the Lord Jesus says that plainly in Matthew’s gospel, that the Son of Man would be delivered up into the hands of man and they would kill Him (Matt.20:18).  That is, they would have their responsibility in that, but “Pilate wondered if he was already dead”, Mark 15:44.  He laid down His life and He delivered up His spirit; He had the authority to lay down His life.  No other person on earth has ever had that authority, but Jesus did.  He had the power to do that and He did it there upon the cross.  And He says “I have received this commandment of my Father”; even that was in obedience to the will of His God and Father.  Think of that.  He was there upon the cross and it was a protracted time, those six hours.  What a day it was, that terrible day.  We have a hymn that speaks of that ‘day of days’ (Hymn 347), and what a day it was, that awful time when the Lord Jesus endured so much. 

I have often thought about the Lord in John’s gospel saying, “Are there not twelve hours in the day”, John 11:9.  Think of that day.  Three hours of unjust treatment at the hands of men, justice abandoned, and for these three hours He suffered in the court of the high priest and in the court of Pilate.. What hours they were when every semblance of justice and uprightness was forsaken; “In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away”, Acts 8:33.  And then the three hours upon the cross, exposed to all, lifted up as an object of ridicule and scorn, suffering in His body all the worst that men could do to Him.  And then another three hours, in darkness suffering from the hands of God the terrible penalty of sin, all that God’s holy claims of justice required.  There was perfect justice in these three hours.  Sin had come in and God’s wrath against sin had to be expressed, and had to be expended.  The Lord Jesus bore it there upon the cross.  He bore God’s judgment against sin in its entirety and exhausted it.  And then for three hours, for the remainder of that day, He was in death.  He actually went into death, He laid down His life, He delivered up His spirit.  He went into death conscious of the Father’s love for Him.  “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”.  That day of days stands unique in the whole history of time, it stands unique in eternity, that one day when the Lord Jesus effected a work upon the cross that none other could effect.  He bore God’s judgment against sin, and He also bore the sins of every one who puts their trust in Him.  

Have we all done that?  I have to come to it that I am a sinner, I have to do with God.  There is no option about that; I will have to do with God at some time.  I cannot face God in my sins but there is One, the Lord Jesus Himself, who offered Himself in my place.  He knew what I deserved as a sinner.  I deserved nothing but judgment, the judgment of God, but He offered Himself in my place, He took my sins upon Himself as if they were His own.  He had no sins, but He took mine upon Himself as if they were His own and I know that because my faith is in Him, that blessed One.  We all have to come to it that there is only one way of blessing and that is repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21), the One who was the Sin-bearer there.  ‘Himself He could not save’, as Hymn 240 says, ‘justice must be done’.  Our sins’ full load was laid upon Him, the sinless One; 

‘For nothing less could God accept

   In payment of that fearful debt.’.

Why did He do it?  ‘Love’s stream too deeply flowed’.  He could not leave us in our need without a way of escape.  Could God do that?  Could the Lord Jesus do that?  No!

‘Himself He could not save,

   Love’s stream too deeply flowed; …

Obedience to His Father’s will

   And love to Him did all fulfil.’.

Think of Jesus’ obedience going “even unto death” (Phil.2:8): “even unto death” was the extent of it.  He was not obedient to death – death had no claim upon Him – but His obedience went as far as that, “even unto death”.  It could go no further.  There is nothing more extreme than death.  Jesus’ obedience was tested and it was not found wanting; He was obedient “even unto death”.  And so He said of His life, “I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again.  I have received this commandment of my Father”.  In His death, He was obedient, in His resurrection it was obedience too.  Think of the Father’s feelings as the Lord Jesus lay in death.  He had effected the work upon the cross, He had borne the judgment, His precious blood had been shed.  The testimony to that perfect life laid down had given God a basis to come out in blessing to man, but Jesus was in death.  Think of the Father’s heart when Jesus was in death.  He could not leave Him there a moment longer than was necessary.  There He was for those three days and three nights, and the Father was deprived of that perfect life that had been manifested upon the earth.  Jesus was truly dead, He was truly in death.  I say that carefully, He was really in death, but on that third day the Father was active.  The Lord Jesus could not be held by death.  No, He rose!  In a sense, the Lord cast aside the restrictions of death, while the Father acted in raising Him by His glory (Rom.6:4).

All that the Father is was involved in the resurrection of Jesus; every divine attribute and the Father’s very nature was involved in the resurrection of Jesus.  The Father could not leave Jesus there.  One reason that He raised Him from among the dead was because of you and because of me, so that we should have an Object in heaven for our faith and for our affections, so that we should be delivered from all that there is in this world that has rejected Christ and have our affections bound up with Him where He is now.  The Father was involved in that; He raised Him from among the dead.  Think of the greatness of that resurrection morning.  It was the first day of the week.  No wonder we hold that day precious.  It was the beginning, the beginning of things for God.  In the first creation, when everything was completed, God rested, for He had not had any ground on which He could rest before everything was complete.  But in the new creation everything has been completed and on that first glorious day of the week the Lord Jesus was raised, triumphant even over the power of death.  God has set aside that day, He regards that day as special.  No wonder believers hold that day special.  It brings the new light of a Man who has overcome every hostile power and He is now risen and ascended; He is now at God’s right hand.  

Oh beloved, all this was in obedience to the Father.  I have been speaking of the Lord’s obedience.  In John 14, He says, “I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes”.  Do you know who the ruler of the world is?  I am sure we all know who the ruler of the world is: “the whole world lies in the wicked one”, 1 John 5:19.  Satan is the ruler of the world.  Men do not realise it, they do not like to think of it.  I would not have realised that Satan had a power over me before I came to the Lord.  He blinds your eyes, that is something that he does; he blinds the eyes of men so they do not realise what power they are under – they think they are doing their own will.  But “the ruler of the world comes …”.  Was Jesus obedient to him?  Never, not for one moment.  His obedience was to the Father.  He says, “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”.  Satan could not get an entrance into the Lord Jesus, but then Jesus adds, “but that the world may know …”, two things, “that I love the Father …”.  Think of the Lord’s love for the Father, His absolute devotion to His Father.  He could never have been disobedient because of His perfection, but there is also this motive for His obedience, the obedience of love, so He says, “I love the Father”.  

And then He adds, “and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do”.  This  was the moment when Jesus was about to go to the cross, and this is what the Father’s commandment was.  His obedience was not a legal obedience; His obedience was the obedience of love.  He would not be diverted for one moment from the will of His God and Father.  Oh beloved, let us take account of the Lord Jesus, let us feed upon Him more, and the more we feed upon Him the more we will grow in this feature ourselves.  By nature we are disobedient creatures.  That is just our nature.  That is the first thing that we see in man in Genesis, that he was disobedient, and that is part of our nature.  But we see here the One who manifested obedience in perfection, absolute perfection, and we see the pleasure that God had in Him.  It was all out of love for His God and Father in order that He should secure for God an eternal response in those who have been formed after Him by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit having had His way in the hearts and souls of men, women and children in forming that character of manhood which is like Jesus.

The enemy comes along, the tempter comes, and he might say to you, Why do you not do this, why do you not go there?  We know what it is like, we have all been young, although the test is not only when we are young, but also when we get older.  Why not do this, what is wrong with it?  Just say, I belong to the Lord Jesus and I cannot do that because it would be disobedient to Him.  Oh beloved, what solid ground the believer has to stand on.  And as we feed upon Him, as our hearts and our minds are occupied with Him, we find a greater desire to be like Him, and the Spirit is the power for that.

Well beloved, these are my simple thoughts.  The obedience of the Christ is the divine standard and God is going to bring every proud thought down.  We were reminded recently that the only people that God is against are the proud (Jas.4:6) and God is going to bring every proud thought down so that everything is secured to that standard, the obedience of the Christ.  May we feed upon Him more, may we become more like Him, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Buckhurst Hill

25 October 2020

 

 

Andrew Martin

 

 

STRENGTHENING OURSELVES IN GOD

1 Samuel 30:6;  Luke 22:41-44 (to ‘intently’);

Acts 16:23-25;  Revelation 3:1,2 (to ‘remain’)

I was impressed as I read this verse recently as to David, who “strengthened himself in Jehovah his God”.  The other scriptures speak of this in some way, but I started with this one because it is God Himself that comes into this passage.  It is well known what David’s pathway had been up to this point and the place he was in at this time.  The Philistines were not the company for a future king of Israel to be in, and disaster had come upon David and his men as they had made a raid, and had come back to find their own place burned with fire, and their wives and sons and daughters had been taken captive (vv.1-3).  All that was precious to them naturally was gone and it appeared that out of all of David’s men, no one sympathised or would encourage him.  Out of all the men gathered around David, not one was supportive  It was a scene of absolute disaster, and David had suffered himself because his two wives had been taken captive.  He was not immune to it – he had been with his men in the raid and now he experienced suffering.  

But David knew where to turn; it says “he strengthened himself in Jehovah his God”.  He drew near to God, you might say he sought Him out.  God was not a strange God to David, he knew Him well.  We read of that in his history as a shepherd boy; God was not a stranger to David, so it was not unusual for David to turn to Him.  Scripture tells us that “he that draws near to God must believe that he is”, Heb.11:6.  David knew, and was sure, that God is, and was, and is to come.  How great David was, but it does not say that he strengthened himself in his own abilities, he did not immediately sit down to plan a strategy to retake what was lost, he did not seek the advice of those who may have counselled him, but he turned first to God.  

What a lesson that is for us, for me especially, beloved brethren.  How often when things come up, whatever they may be, whether in assembly life, in our local meetings, or practically, how often I may turn first to those who are close to me, and then maybe I pray.  But David turned to God first.  May we be helped to do that, because He is always there; we are told He is One that never slumbers or sleeps (Ps.121:4).  We have not suffered as David suffered, but beloved brethren, we find ourselves in this scene at a very, very difficult time.  We may not suffer so much as David, for he had suffered much loss along with his men but I think the present circumstances weigh on the minds and spirits of men generally, and no doubt very much on the saints.  Normal practical fellowship is almost absent, as a brother said recently in prayer, and yet God is always there, and we have to turn to Him first, as David did.  May God be the first Person that we turn to.

In Luke it speaks of the Lord Himself being strengthened.  You might ask, why did the Lord need strengthening?  We know who He is – Son of God, God in His own Person.  We know the power that He had.  Why did He need strengthening?  Well, I am sure there is much that could be said about that, and if we are left here we will get help on Lord’s day in the reading, but I thought it gives us an impression of the reality both of the pressure that Jesus was under and the fact that He was a real Man.  It is interesting to me that it says “an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him”. Think of that!  What a mission given to that angel to stand by and be with the Lord as He prayed.  How great those creatures are, and I believe they are a divine resource to preserve the saints as those that are precious to God.  How precious the Lord Jesus was to God at this moment!  

A brother said recently that Satan assails those who are on their knees; those who turn to God in prayer are assailed and attacked by Satan himself.  There is nothing more he hates than to see any one of us on our knees in dependence.  How much more so the Lord.  How Satan was driven by hatred and malice against the Lord.  We cannot begin to understand what must have assailed the Lord Jesus, and yet as a Man, as a real Man, heaven's resources were open to Him and shown here in a very distinctive way.  Angels were available to the Lord.  In divine grace and compassion, such resource is available to us, and how much more we need it than the Lord Himself.  We may often be the objects of angelic care and prove it without even praying; I think most of us can look back and see when God granted us angelic care and preservation.  

This strengthening for the Lord was while He was in prayer, and we can strengthen ourselves in prayer.  How difficult it is sometimes to pray and pray effectively.  Sometimes we may feel we cannot speak to Him about something, but that is not the case; we can speak to God about anything.  Sometimes we may feel that what we are concerned about is not something that we should pray about but He sympathises and knows it all.  The Lord was in prayer.  Think of the Son Himself kneeling as a Man in prayer to His Father!  How affecting to take account of it in such circumstances of extreme pressure.  You might say that He had the power to move onwards, but no, He did not, He first committed Himself to His Father in prayer.

In Acts, it mentions the apostles praying like their Lord and Master but I thought that there is strengthening for us in singing.  It is precious when we are able to sing in praise to divine Persons alongside those who love Him.  When we are able to be together and to sing, let us not just sing; let it be singing directed by the Spirit of God.  I think it brings much encouragement to the spirit.  It is not just to be something we would do to start and end the meeting; there is real uplifting and encouragement in it.  Singing is a very real and important way of praising divine Persons.  Paul and Silas were doing that, they were praising God with singing; there was a purpose to it.  I wondered at how they could do it.  They were not just put in prison, it says they were scourged.  We often speak of that in relation to the Lord’s sufferings; He was scourged before He was crucified.  This scourging would have ended with the backs of Paul and Silas being covered in stripes; what pain they would have been in and yet they were singing.  It is something that each one of us can be engaged in, sisters and brothers together.  

I finish with an exhortation as we are together, to myself firstly, that we might be helped by the power of the Holy Spirit to simply strengthen the things that remain.  The Holy Spirit is with us in all the things we have spoken of, strengthening ourselves in God in prayer and through singing.  He speaks to the assemblies, and the word is to “strengthen the things that remain”.  We may look around and sometimes wonder what remains, but we have been taught that what these last four assemblies represent goes right through to the end of the dispensation.  There is much in these verses to the different assemblies, but in relation to my impression, I was just affected by this word, “Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain”.  May we be encouraged to do that.  It may be that we can only do it in a small way locally at the moment while we are denied larger gatherings for fellowship.  We feel that, but we do have one another locally, we have been allowed to continue to gather for certain occasions and I am sure that is a result of much prayer.  However feeble things seem outwardly; may we be helped in our measure to strengthen what remains and be encouraged in that.  There is divine resource and support and help for all those who seek to do so.   May the Lord bless the word and may we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry, Strood

4 February 2021

 

Richard A. Smith
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James 4:6 (JND) [6] But he gives more grace. Wherefore he says, God sets himself against [the] proud, but gives grace to [the] lowly.

1 Samuel 30:6 (JND) [6] And David was greatly distressed; for the people spoke of stoning him; for the soul of all the people was embittered, every man because of his sons and because of his daughters; but David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God.

Luke 22:41-44 (JND) [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Luke 22:41-44 (JND) [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Acts 16:23-25 (JND) [23] And having laid many stripes upon them they cast [them] into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely; [24] who, having received such a charge, cast them into the inner prison, and secured their feet to the stocks. [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

Revelation 3:1-2 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God.

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

Psalms 121:4 (JND) [4] Behold, he that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.



“I WILL FEAR NO EVIL: FOR THOU ARE WITH ME”






Psalm 23:4-6

The brethren may have noticed that there is a division in this psalm between the first three verses and the last three.  In the first three verses David is speaking of what the Lord had been to him as a shepherd.  In the last three he is speaking to the Lord directly; which gives a particular touch to them.  I was impressed in a fresh way with these words, “I will fear no evil: for thou art with me”.  That is a very wonderful thing to be able to say.

He says, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death”.  I do not think the valley of the shadow of death is something that persons are called on to face only at the end of their lives.  It is something that persons may face at different times in different circumstances throughout their lives.  How often David’s life was in danger.  The shadow of death means that death is near, beside us or before us, casting its shadow over the way.  There are many who have been conscious of walking in that dark valley, especially at the present time; it is a very real thing to face.  Yet he says, “I will fear no evil”.  He does not say, No evil will befall me.  The saints are not immune to many of the things which take place in the world.  The virus that is abroad is a further evidence of that.  But David says, “I will fear no evil”.

It is a great thing to know present, practical, deliverance from the fear of death.  Someone might say, Well, it is easy for you to say that, standing where you are; you do not know what you may have to face.  That, of course, is true.  But we have to remember that in these words we have the language of a believer.  This is what David had arrived at through experience.  “I will fear no evil”, he says.  It is a wonderful thing to know present deliverance from the fear of death, so that we do not allow ourselves to give way to the doubts and fears that afflict our fellow men and women.  The fear of death can be very subtle.  It might mean that we hold back when we should go forward.  It might mean that we do not face things as we ought to.  But we are to be delivered from it.  In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul speaks about the great final victory.  He speaks of the time when it will be said, that “Death has been swallowed up in victory” (v.54).  That is because of what the Lord Jesus has done in going into death and coming out of it triumphant.  While we have to wait for the glorious change that Paul describes in such a wonderful way, we are to have the victory now.  He says, “thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ” (v.57).

So David says, “I will fear no evil”, and he adds, “for thou art with me”.  That was the secret of it.  He was conscious of the Lord being with him.  I would like to draw that to the attention of my beloved brethren, and to raise the question as to whether we are conscious individually of having the Lord with us, and of walking with Him in our pilgrim pathway here.  It is not something we can pretend to.  As I said, this is addressed to the Lord Himself.  It has to be real.  But I believe it is something we are to know.  I have the impression that one of the things which the Lord has been seeking to draw to our attention over the last few months is as to what our individual relationships with Him really are.  If we have not the consciousness of the Lord being with us, we could perhaps use a scripture such as this to exercise and to stimulate one another to cultivate greater nearness to Him.  It is very important and blessed to be able to say, “for thou art with me”.  One of the last things the Lord said before He left the earth was, “I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”, Matt.28:20  “I”, He says; “am with you”.  How blessed that is!  It is something to be proved practically by us.  

Then David says, “thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”.  The rod might be an allusion to the Lord’s ways in discipline, while the staff would be that which He provides for our support, something that can be leant on by us.  How much we need that.  But you notice David says of both, “they comfort me”.  If we think of the Lord’s discipline, some know more of it than others, but even that is to be for our comfort.  You may say, How can that comfort me?   We naturally recoil from it.  But it is evidence of the Lord’s interest in us.  The Lord Himself said, “I rebuke and discipline as many as I love”, Rev.3:19.  His ways in discipline, though painful at times, are evidence of His special love for us and His personal interest in us. They have in mind that we might be drawn closer to Himself, that we might be drawn into a deeper knowledge of His blessed love, and a closer walk with Him while we are here.

So David goes on to say, “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies”.  David was conscious of the Lord’s consideration for him.  Evidently, David had the sense of being treated almost like an honoured guest by the Lord.  He says, “thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over”.  Think of him being conscious in principle of being the subject of the personal service of Christ in this way.  Again, dear brethren, it is to be known by us.  It has been proved.  Our brother was speaking about Paul and Silas in prison. What a table the Lord prepared for them there, you might say, right in the presence of their enemies!  It says that they, “in praying, were praising God with singing”, Acts 16:25.  That is a description of men who are conscious that their cup is full.  It seems that they started to pray but as they went on it turned to praise.  The more they went on the more conscious they were of how full their cup was.  It is a wonderful example of the Lord preparing a table for His own, right in the midst of their enemies.

I thought of this in connection with the Lord’s supper.  We can think of the breaking of bread as the Lord’s provision for us.  That is one side of it.   The other side is that our partaking of it is really an expression of our loyalty to Christ.  We do it out of love for Him, out of loyalty to Him.  But on the other side we can think of it as the Lord’s gracious provision for us.  I think we can say, humbly, that it has been quite remarkable to experience on that occasion the Lord’s tender consideration for us.  His readiness to draw near has been most sweet and blessed.  But it is in the presence of enemies.  Think of all that is against Christ in the world.  Think of all that is ranged against the testimony, all that is ranged against the saints.  Yet in the presence of opposing forces the Lord makes this blessed provision for His own.  How thankful we have been to know something of that provision all through these times.

Then David comes to this, “Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life”.   He might not always have appreciated it at the time, for there were occasions when David became very downcast.  But as David looked back, he can say, Yes, I can see now that goodness and loving-kindness were following me.  They had been following him all the way through.  I think the point of it for us, dear brethren, is that this is a true saint of God.  If it was true for David, it is true for us too.  We have not finished our journey yet, but we should be able to look back – and we will be able to look back and see how the Lord has entered into our pathways here.  

Then David looks forward; he says, “I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days”.  And we too can look forward, dear brethren.  What a blessed prospect of glory we have to look forward to: a place prepared for us in the Father’s house.  That is wonderful!  We need to constantly remind ourselves that there is a place that has already been prepared for us.  The saints are just waiting to be translated into that place actually.  The Lord Jesus says as to that, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”, John 14:3.  

I trust these few thoughts may serve to renew our strength and, in particular, that they may stimulate us to renew our personal links with the Lord so that we might be more conscious of His personal service to us, and His provision for us; and that we might learn more of what it is to keep company with Him as we have to work out our pilgrim journey here.  May it be so for each one of us for our encouragement and blessing, and for His name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry, Strood

4 February 2021

 

 

Richard M Brown

 

 

 

 

THE PRECIOUSNESS OF HIS SAINTS TO THE LORD

Psalm 116: 15

In the Authorised Version of the Bible, this verse reads, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints”.  The One spoken of as Jehovah or as the Lord is the One whom believers in Him know as the Lord Jesus.  This is a very comforting scripture: “Precious” in His sight “is the death of his saints”.  That is the Lord’s view, His estimation of the matter.  The death of our sister, one of His saints, is precious in His sight.  Different ones may say, In our sight her death is sad, it is a sorrowful matter.  Others may say that there was mercy in her being taken home by her Lord and Saviour, for her life, particularly at the end, was limited and she was frail in her mind and body.  That would be true too.  But the Lord Jesus has a view; the scripture speaks of what is in His sight.  In the Lord’s view, the death of His saints is precious.

It is the Lord’s view which is the most important one, and we can hold on to it; it is an established view.  This scripture was written perhaps three thousand years ago, but the Lord Jesus does not change.  That view which the Lord has of the death of His saints is unchanging, and the Lord Himself is unchanging.  Some of us were reminded of that in a preaching of the gospel on Lord’s day, that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”, Heb.13:8.  What comfort that brings to those of us who know Him!  Our sister was comforted in the knowledge of her Saviour as One who did not change.  She put her trust in Him early in her teens, perhaps seventy-five years ago, and she believed in Him as her Saviour, the Son of God who saved her because of the work He had done.  She relied upon Him and leant upon Him for the whole of her life.  She spoke of Him, she bore testimony to her Saviour and Lord.  Our sister changed as she grew older, she matured in her knowledge of the Lord Jesus, she married and she had family and they grew up.  She had sorrow in the death of her son, and other sorrows that came upon her, and yet she trusted in the Lord and she proved that He is the One who does not change.  He was her Rock!  That is a wonderful matter.

The death of one of the Lord’s saints is precious in His sight.  Our sister is one of His saints and she has gone to be with Him.  Her spirit and her body are now separate – her body lies here, and shortly we will bury it in the grave; but her spirit is with the Lord Jesus.  He is the One who gave that spirit and He has taken it back.  She is His also by right of redemption; that is, He has paid a price for her, a price reflecting His valuation.  Redemption’s price was paid at Calvary in the precious death of the Lord Jesus; His life was laid down and His blood shed.  That was the price that Christ paid for every one of His saints.  The work of redemption is available for all.  The scripture says that “he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but for the whole world”, 1 John 2:2.  How great was the work accomplished by the Lord Jesus at Calvary.  In that work He has secured myriads, but He did that work to secure one saint for Himself, so that the Lord as spoken of in this scripture can refer to “his saints”, and our sister was one of them.  He paid the price for her, she trusted in Him and she is one of His saints, which is a blessed matter.  

We who know Jesus as Saviour know that He paid redemption’s price for us and that means that we belong to Him.  Our sister belongs to Him, and I trust that everyone in this room belongs to Him.  As believing in Him and belonging to Him we accept and believe that He has borne our guilt, as we have had in our hymn.  He has borne the guilt of my sins, and those of every one who believes on Him.  What a blessed matter it is to know One who loved us enough to suffer and die for us.  The Lord Jesus can say, ‘This one belongs to Me, this one who has placed his or her faith and trust in Me belongs to Me’.  Our sister belongs to Him and I trust that everyone who is listening to this simple word can say that.  If you do not, friend, now is the time to reach out in the faith of your heart and place your trust in Jesus Christ as the Saviour for you.  He is the Saviour for me, the Saviour for myriads; uncountable millions of people have placed their trust in that blessed One.  Our sister placed her trust in Him all these years ago, myriads have done so, and you can do it if you have not done so already.  I trust that the soberness of the time would speak to our hearts.  It would be our dear sister’s intense desire that anyone who has not yet trusted in her Saviour should do so, and do so now.

The name given to those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus is “his saints”.  A saint in His sight is not somebody who has gone through a process of investigation and accreditation and beatification; it is not a human process that produces a saint.  The scripture tells us who saints are.  The word means someone who is sanctified, someone set apart for holy purposes.  Scripture speaks about that in Acts 26 – those who are “sanctified by faith in me” (v.18).  Those who are Christ’s saints are those who are sanctified by faith in Him.  It is wonderful to think of all those whom He can take account of as having faith in Himself.  He can speak of all of His own as ‘My saints’.  It is not a narrow circle, it is a very large number whom the Lord can call ‘My saints’.  It includes every one who has trusted in Him – a blessed company.  

Soon we who believe in the Lord Jesus will all be together with Him.  Our sister has gone ahead in her spirit to be with Him now, but for those of us who remain, our prospect is of being with the Lord when He comes.  What His saints will hear is His voice.  It is spoken of in Scripture as His “assembling shout”, 1 Thess.4:16.  Think of the direct communication of the Lord with every one of His own!  “We, the living who remain”, as that scripture says, will be changed and taken to be with Him, while those who have died, as our sister has, will be raised and a body of glory given to every one.  The Lord is able for that.  What tenderness in His relationship with every one whom He calls ‘My saints’.  In John 10, the Lord says, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”, and He says also “no one shall seize them out of my hand” (vv.27,28).  

Our sister has been put to sleep by that One who looks upon her as one of ‘My saints’ and ‘my sheep’.  The Lord has a personal relationship with every one of His own, and what a comfort that is.  We are not speaking sentimentally, nor are we imagining this.  It is what we have in the Scripture, which give us God’s words revealing His mind and disposition to humanity.  They are words that speak the truth of God, yet full of sympathy and comfort and compassion and care.  So full too of hope, for the hope of the believer is to be with the One who suffered and died for us, and paid the price at Calvary to redeem us to Himself.  

Dear friend, what a blessing to be numbered among those whom He calls ‘My saints’.  What a blessing and a comfort, even in this time of death, that it can be said, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints”.  It is a time to be sober and to recognise and accept the reality of death, and yet in the midst of that, there is great comfort and encouragement in dwelling upon the Lord’s words and the Lord’s view of His own.  And there is now a fresh opportunity to come under the shelter of the precious work and the shed blood of the Lord Jesus, and to become one of His saints as our sister was.

May we find comfort and encouragement, and stimulation and exercise of soul too, through these words, dear friends and brethren.  May we all be stirred up in our affections towards this blessed One whom our sister knew and loved, who has taken her to be with Him and in whose company she now is.  May our hearts be comforted, for His name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a burial, Bo’ness

2 March 2021

 

 

Alistair M Brown
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Scripture references

Psalms 23:4-6 (JND) [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. [5] Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. [6] Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for the length of the days.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Revelation 3:19 (JND) [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent.

Acts 16:25 (JND) [25] And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing, and the prisoners listened to them.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first;

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …
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