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THE INWARD CHARACTER OF CHRISTIANITY

W. Lamont 

2 Samuel 5: 1–10; Revelation 3: 7, 8; 2 Timothy 1: 14 

One is thinking of the matter of what is inward or inner; both expressions are used in Scripture. Paul in writing to the Romans in chapter 7 speaks about persons delighting in the law of God “according to the inward man” (Romans 7: 22). Writing to the Ephesians he speaks about being “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man”, Ephesians 3: 16. There is a proverb that has often interested me, “as he thinketh in his soul, so is he”, Proverbs 23: 7. That is, what a person is inwardly is the real person. It finds its expression outwardly in what we say and do. Paul came to that, he referred to the kind of man he had been (see 1 Timothy 1: 13), but God had wrought in him inwardly, and he could say, “by God’s grace I am what I am”, 1 Corinthians 15: 10. It is important for believers to come to that. God has wrought inwardly in us; He has brought about in us something that reminds Him of Christ, and speaks to Him of the reliability, and also the beauty of His own work. 

There is nothing so reliable as the work of God. I suppose every one of us in our experience has proved that we cannot rely fully on anything other than the work of God. As you observe the work of God in the brethren there is a beauty about it that could not be humanly produced; it is obvious its source is in another world altogether, and it is patterned after another kind of man. 

In 2 Samuel 5, it was a critical time in the history of Israel and Judah. David had been king in Hebron over Judah seven years and six months, then these tribes of Israel, all the tribes of Israel, it is a whole thought, came to David to Hebron, “and spoke saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh”, they claimed kinship with him. It is a wonderful thing to realise in your soul that you are kindred with Christ. We are of the same order of man as He is. There is nothing more elevating, nothing more stimulating to the soul, than to realise that you are kindred to the heavenly Man, “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren”, Hebrews 2: 11. Do not be afraid to use the word brethren, not in a sectarian way, but in the way the Lord speaks about it, “go to my brethren and say to them”, John 20: 17. There is a dignity about it; Christ’s brethren. His companions, it says He is not ashamed to call them brethren. A milestone in your history as a believer is arrived at when you realise that you are kindred to Christ. It is not only that He has shed His precious blood to save you; not only that He has died, having borne your sins on the cross; but you are kindred to Him, you are like Him, of the same order, and God views you in the same light as He views Christ. He remains, of course, in His uniqueness, anointed with the oil of gladness above His companions (see Hebrews 1: 9).

There is much detail in this passage. I will touch briefly on some of it. There is Hebron which speaks to us of what is brought out spiritually by Paul in the epistle to the Colossians; in that through death known morally you are on the way into another world; you are reaching towards something that is inward; in the principle of death morally you are going out of this world into another world, and you are leaving behind you all the moral characteristics that belong to this world. What an experience to have, but there is opposition. Dear young persons, you will find that you are just going through the very same exercises (I would encourage you by this) as we who are older have gone through before, and the enemy is continually on the attack. So here are persons claiming kinship to David and anointing him king over Israel. He had already been anointed, he was anointed by Samuel with a horn of oil, not a vial. It is an interesting point that Saul was anointed with a vial of oil, but David was anointed with a horn of oil; a horn was the result of suffering, the result of death. So they 

anoint David king over Israel and his position becomes established. It is a wonderful thing to grasp in your soul that there is a Man in an established, impregnable position in the presence of God who can never be overthrown. Not just for these forty years, but for ever, eternally! 

But then they went to Jerusalem and David built from the Millo and inward. There is an area of things where Christ is building, “on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”, Matthew 16: 18. David is building round about from the Millo, the fortress, that impregnable position, and inward. But there is opposition. These Jebusites inhabit the land. It is like the powers of spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. There is opposition all the way and it has to be overcome. It says, “the blind and the lame will drive thee back; as much as to say, David will not come in hither”. One thing the enemy cannot do, he cannot alter one whit the position that Christ fills above; He fills it now and will fill it eternally for the praise and glory of God. But then the enemy will attack what is down here. 

So it says, “David will not come in hither”. I think it means that the enemy is opposed to what God is doing in your soul and in mine at the present time; he is against Christ dwelling in your heart through faith, and will use every means in his subtle power to prevent the formation of Christ in your soul. How many lame and blind there are, persons who cannot see rightly, persons who cannot walk rightly. It is significant, if you go through the gospels, the number of times that the Lord heals the blind and the lame. Then the man in Acts 3 who could not walk properly, became incontrovertible evidence of divine healing as he was walking and leaping and praising God. 

The Jebusites would have had no power against that man. The blind man in Mark 8 that the Lord touched, at first saw men as trees walking, he saw things all out of proportion. Now that is another thing, the enemy would 

try to make us think irrationally and see matters out of proportion, see persons out of proportion, greater than they should be. Then there is the second touch; I think that would involve for us the gift of the Spirit. The man was restored and saw all things clearly. O, what need there is to see all things clearly. There is a great need for persons who have spiritual vision to see in what direction things are heading. There are some things today, and brethren are being deceived by them, that are leading to the world, and to what is open in principle. 

The enemy would use that line of things. We need to be warned against getting support, either privately or publicly, in anything that would prevent Christ, the true David, from entering into the territory that is really His. The record in Chronicles gives us Joab’s part in the matter (see 1 Chronicles 11: 6), but in Samuel which deals with what is inward, Joab is not even mentioned; it concentrates exclusively on David. That is, the Spirit of God would fasten our attention on Christ, to see things from the divine standpoint. 

So David went to Jerusalem which refers to God’s great thoughts in purpose. Zion coming in here is the assertion of God’s rights in sovereign mercy. Paul could say, “but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us”, Ephesians 2: 4. Think of all that has come out in the history of, the recovery to the truth, the great thoughts of God. Mr. Raven advised the younger men to lay hold of the purpose of God, if you do that you can see all things clearly. If you approach matters from that standpoint, everything else falls into perspective; your own affairs, family affairs, affairs of the local assembly and of the saints universally. Then it says, “David became continually greater”, typical of Christ becoming continually greater in the hearts of the saints. There is no change in His position above, because when He ascended far above all the heavens, when He sat down with His Father in His throne, His position was established and, from that standpoint, could never be added to nor taken from. But in the 

appreciation of the people David became continually greater and is typical of Christ becoming greater in the hearts of His own. It is like Saul of Tarsus, whose appreciation of the light became greater till it became a light above the brightness of the sun (Acts 26: 13). 

This assembly at Philadelphia was obviously very precious to the Lord. Each local assembly is precious to the Lord Jesus, and it is significant that after Ephesus there is no reference to the lamp. In Revelation 2: 1, He has the seven stars, He is holding them in His right hand, that is He was recognising the whole position at that time. When it comes to Sardis, He presents Himself as, “he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars”, Revelation 3: 1. He is not recognising publicly the assembly as united, but what He is doing is to support fully persons who walk in the light of the whole assembly and are faithful to it. I am sure this assembly at Philadelphia was much loved by the Lord, and He presents Himself as “the holy, the true; he that has the key of David”. I think this is an indication of the Lord building from the Millo and inward. The holy and the true would be features that marked Him in His perfect manhood, and He uses this key, “he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”. That is an absolute prerogative; what the Lord does, whether it is opening, or whether it is shutting, no one can interfere with it; no one has a right to interfere with it. We often speak about franchise, that is the right to act, and the Lord cherishes that. Over the history of the recovery there have been attempts by persons by way of interference to remove the franchise from certain places, that is to remove the right from them to act as a local assembly. God will not have it; unless, of course, there is continued, and obvious, and total unfaithfulness, then the Lord Himself may act, it is His prerogative to remove the franchise from a place, and it is a very serious matter. 

Then He says, “I know thy works”, that is a great 

comfort and yet it is very searching. Probably some thought that they knew the exact conditions in some of those local meetings, but the Lord knows every detail, you cannot hide anything from Him. He knows every detail of every exercise in every locality. He knows the inwards, the thoughts and desires of every person in every locality. So He says, “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door”, not an open door, but an opened door, that is the door has been deliberately opened, showing it had been closed. The Lord has sovereignly operated in recovery to re-open the way for entry into the greatest thoughts of God as indicated in His message in John 20, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (John 20: 17). It is the ascending line into the enjoyment of the best that love could provide, the things that God has prepared for those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2: 9). And the Lord says, “and no one shall shut”. It is a wonderful thing that no one can alter God’s thoughts; no one can alter the way into them, the door has been opened and it has been kept open right down to our day. 

Think of the cost too in the recovery of the great truths that have come to us. Some who ought to know better, who have professed to have cherished them over years, are now giving them up. It is so sad. The Lord would help us, and give all of us here a greater desire to maintain what has come to us at such great cost. Not only the Lord Himself, the prime example in all things, but others too have suffered in order that these great truths should be brought to us. Beloved brethren, let us not weaken them, let us not give them up, let us 

“contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”, Jude 3. Now that does not contradict what Paul says to Timothy, “a bondman of the Lord ought not to contend” (2 

Timothy 2: 24), but the way we stand fast in faithfulness to maintain what has come to us as to God’s thoughts is important. The value of these great things; Christ and the assembly; the great truth and enjoyment 

of the Lord’s supper, which is like an opened door that leads into the service of God; in fact the service of God commences when the Lord comes in. These are wonderful things, let us cherish them. It says, “because thou hast a little power”, do not let us stress the little, let us stress the power—a little power. And “hast kept my word”, it is a wonderful thing to keep His word, it is a great privilege and can only be done by the overcomer. And the Lord says, and hast not denied my name”. We had that this afternoon—“For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”, Matthew 18: 20. 

Now I just say a word in closing as to Timothy, this young man to whom Paul was writing. 

The enemy is making a great bid for such, he is making a great bid for the young people, and he will use any means in his power, worldly things, earthly things, whatever you name, all the weapons in his armoury, he will use against you. He does not desire your welfare; he has no thought for your blessing, none whatever, but he wants to destroy you morally and make you useless for God. Paul says, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”. In the first epistle Paul says, “O Timotheus, keep the entrusted deposit” (1 

Timothy 6: 20), but when it comes to the urgency of the second epistle, in the light of so much apparent and coming breakdown, he says, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”. He says to the Corinthians, Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you (1 Corinthians 3: 16)? But when he is speaking to Timothy, an individual, he links himself very intimately with Timothy, and says, The Holy Spirit which dwells in us. Think of that, how intimate that is, Paul linking Timothy with himself in the word “us”, and no doubt others. 

We will never keep the good deposit entrusted by mere tradition, not even the fact that we belong to a line of recovery, commencing in Mr. Darby’s time. Mr. Darby 

did not begin the recovery, let us be plain about that. The Lord used Mr. Darby and others in the recovery but the Lord began the recovery Himself. So the good deposit has been entrusted to us; the great things that have been brought down to us. Most of it is on our bookshelves; if you want the answer to most things you can go to the bookshelf and find the answer; but if you want to keep the good deposit entrusted, the only proper way is by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us. There is no greater gift for man, woman or child, than to have the knowledge that the Holy Spirit dwells in us. He can be quenched, He can be grieved, but Paul says to Timothy, I leave this word of exhortation to all of us, oneself included, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”. The force of Scripture speaks for itself. 

May the Lord encourage us all for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

2 Samuel 5:1-10 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel. [4] David was thirty years old when he began to reign; he reigned forty years. [5] In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah. [6] And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land; and they spoke to David, saying, Thou shalt not come in hither, but the blind and the lame will drive thee back; as much as to say, David will not come in hither. [7] But David took the stronghold of Zion, which is the city of David. [8] And David said on that day, Whoever smites the Jebusites and gets up to the watercourse, and the lame and the blind hated of David's soul ! Therefore they say, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house. [9] So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from the Millo and inward. [10] And David became continually greater; and Jehovah the God of hosts was with him.

Revelation 3:7-8 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

Romans 7:22 (JND) [22] For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man:

Ephesians 3:16 (JND) [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man;

Proverbs 23:7 (JND) [7] For as he thinketh in his soul, so is he. Eat and drink! will he say unto thee; but his heart is not with thee.

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

1 Corinthians 15:10 (JND) [10] But by God's grace I am what I am; and his grace, which [was] towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured more abundantly than they all, but not *I*, but the grace of God which [was] with me.

2 Samuel 5 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel. …

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Mark 8 (JND) [1] In those days, there being again a great crowd, and they having nothing that they could eat, having called his disciples to [him], he says to them, [2] I have compassion on the crowd, because they have stayed with me already three days and they have not anything they can eat, [3] and if I should dismiss them to their home fasting, they will faint on the way; for some of them are come from far. …

1 Chronicles 11:6 (JND) [6] And David said, Whoever smites the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. And Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and was chief.

Ephesians 2:4 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us,

Acts 26:13 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me.

Revelation 2:1 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps:

Revelation 3:1 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Jude 1:3 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

1 Corinthians 3:16 (JND) [16] Do ye not know that ye are [the] temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you?



LIVING BY FAITH

D. Robertson 

Habakkuk 2: 4 (from “but”); Deuteronomy 8: 2, 3; Galatians 5: 25 

These scriptures all refer to the thought of living, and the verse we read in Habakkuk says, 

“but the just shall live by his faith”. I have been thinking of this matter of faith, and it is interesting how it is put here, the just shall live by his faith. It is a personal matter. A similar expression is quoted in the New Testament at least three times, but Habakkuk gives this peculiar touch to it, “the just shall live by his faith”. It is a precious matter to be the possessor of faith. Scripture says it is not the portion of all (2 Thessalonians 3: 2). It has been said it is light from God operative in the soul. It is a very great matter that in my soul and yours light from God should be operating there. 

What I am thinking about is not exactly faith in relation to our righteousness before God for salvation, but the principle of faith entering into our daily lives. Elsewhere it says that the just shall live by faith (Romans 1: 17); that is, Christians are not living as ordinary people live, their horizon is not bound like the horizon of people who do not know God, but living on the principle of faith would mean that our outlook is governed by the fact that we know God and that our resource is in God. It is a very testing matter, beloved brethren, as to how we live. O that it could be said of me that I live on the principle of faith! This very precious touch, “the just shall live by his faith”, is an active matter. I sometimes think that many believers view faith as a kind of gift given to them by God at conversion and never again active, but I believe it is God’s intention to sustain the believer in the energy of active faith. 

It is a great privilege to be possessed of faith. Peter writes to those who have “like precious faith” (2 Peter 1: 1), that is, similar faith. We are here today in the company of persons of whom it can be said that we have “like precious faith”. It governed the Lord Jesus in His path here, He truly was the Man of faith. He set it on and He completed it. Faith was seen in perfection there, He was the Man of faith; one speaks reverently for it says, “I was cast upon thee from the womb”, Psalm 22: 10. How precious to think of that, indeed it is food to think of it. We have been speaking of that today, how the Lord Jesus, especially in Luke’s presentation, is holy food for the soul. So we can think of His faith. Even on the cross, as He hung there, they were compelled to say that He trusted in God. At that solemn time the testimony was rendered, no doubt by profane lips, that He trusted in God. He was the Man of faith. 

It is encouraging to read that the apostles asked that their faith might be increased (Luke 17: 5). So faith can be increased and it may be we need to be revived and increased in our faith in God. It enters into the whole structure of the believer’s life, because through divine grace we have been brought into a system of faith. Christianity is a system of faith, not a system of sight. When the millennium dawns it will be a system of sight, all will be there to be seen. 

Christianity is a system of faith, it is called indeed, “God’s dispensation, which is in faith” (1 Timothy 1: 4), that is, God is operating in men and women and introducing them on the principle of faith to the secrets of His mind. The secrets of His mind are not displayed in this day as they will be in the world to come, but faith is the means God would use to bring us into the system where His secrets are known now. The scripture says, “By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God”, Hebrews 11: 3. The great scientific investigations do not mean much to Christians. We can accept the fact that the worlds were framed by the word of His power on the principle of faith. 

I want to speak of it as it relates practically to us in our everyday lives, first of all in relation to our circumstances, because we live in a day when there are peculiar tests in the circumstances of men and of the saints. There used to be a term used amongst men, job security. It no longer exists. We feel for each other in these things and especially for our younger brethren. To speak simply, a young man is about to be married and he loses his job. 

What does it mean? It emphasises in one way the need for faith, because while we cannot speak of job security we can surely speak about security with God. There is nothing insecure about God. You may say, Well my faith is very weak. I would agree that mine is too. But what encourages me is that it is not the strength of our faith that matters, it is the strength of the One that your faith is placed in that matters, it is God. The word of scripture is, “Have faith in God”, 

Mark 11: 22. Circumstances are difficult, but they have been difficult before. Some of us are old enough to remember something of the years of the depression. These were difficult years, but God saw His people through, and God will see us through again. I am not speaking presumptuously, I am speaking in some experimental way. God will see us through, indeed He is pledged to see us through. Mr. Taylor said somewhere that God can look after your affairs better than you can look after them yourself. What a God He is! Can you tell me one reason why you should not trust God? If there is a reason it is in yourself, it is not in God. 

God can be trusted. Moses said, “Ascribe greatness unto our God! He is the Rock, his work is perfect”, Deuteronomy 32: 3, 4. You say, I feel tested in my faith by my circumstances and sometimes feel almost overwhelmed. The Psalmist felt that way too, and he said,” when my heart is overwhelmed: thou wilt lead me on to a rock which is too high for me”, Psalm 61: 2. 

That is God, beloved brethren. May we be persons who know what it is to have faith in God, not mere professed faith, but active faith. 

This man Habakkuk had it so long ago, and he speaks of his circumstances in a most affecting way. We could just read a few verses at the end of the book where he says, “For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, And the fields shall yield no food; The flock shall be cut off from the fold. And there shall be no herd in the stalls” (Habakkuk 3: 17). What a catalogue, we might say, of tests in his circumstances! Habakkuk says. The just shall live by his faith, and he has it; he says, “Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength” (Habakkuk 3: 18, 19). I would like to encourage the brethren to have faith in God as to their circumstances, especially younger men and women, and the boys and girls growing up too. Things will not get any easier in this world, and Christians have no visible means of support; we have no trade unions to fight for us, no 

professional associations, none of these associations of men who operate for the benefit of their members. It might be said that we are very vulnerable. We are very safe, more safe than with all the associations in the world, we have God to care for us. May young men and women learn early what it is to have faith in God. 

I also wanted to speak about faith for continuance, because we have been brought into the path of the testimony and we are tested as to continuance. God is set to see us through the whole way. God has not brought us into the path of testimony to take us half way, or even three-quarters of the way. God has brought us into the faith system, into the testimony to take us the whole way. He is committed to that. Paul says, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded”, 2 Timothy 1: 12. What a thing it is to have a persuasion! Persuasion comes through experience, it is not the fruit of reasoning. A person comes to a persuasion because they have proved God. He says, “I ... am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him”. Paul had put a deposit there in the keeping of God, and God would keep it for him and keep Paul in relation to it. Paul says, “My God”, think of Paul being able to speak of that, “My God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”, Philippians 4: 19. 

You take Simon, like ourselves failing often, but what he proved was that the Lord’s service was going on in relation to his faith. We may feel we have little faith to continue, but the intercession of Christ goes on all the time. He said to Simon at that point, “Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat; but I have besought for thee”. Think of that precious word, “I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and thou, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren”, Luke 22: 31, 32. There was no doubt in the Lord’s mind that Simon would be secured to continue. That is what we would be set for, beloved brethren, set to continue. I trust there is no one here who because of discouragement is thinking of turning aside. The Lord is beseeching. Think of His intercession, and we too have concern for one another that we might have power to continue in the testimony. I trust our faith may be strengthened, that it may be increased, that it may be active, and that it may be centred on God and the greatness of His resource. Think of the power of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, all available to us that we might continue as the word says, “but the just shall live by his faith”. 

Now I come to Deuteronomy 8, and another matter comes in here as to living, “man doth not live by bread alone, but by everything that goeth out of the mouth of Jehovah doth man live”. 

The Lord uses this scripture in Matthew and in Luke; in Luke it says, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke 4: 4). I think “every word of God” involves that God is able to bring in His word to strengthen us, to sustain us in every circumstance. 

The Lord Himself proved it in what we call the temptations. I think He was strengthened by God. Satan tested the Lord, but he was testing One who was perfect in faith. He said, as it were, You are in the wilderness here, there is no bread for You here. The Lord says, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”. Matthew says, “by every word which goes out through God’s mouth” (Matthew 4: 4), a most intimate thought, as if God in His tender consideration, would bring in just the intimate word that we need to sustain us in the test of the moment. The word is not only light for the moment but He gives us that touch of strengthening through the word which is food for the soul. 

Moses in this section is referring to the time when they received the manna. They found that God had just what they needed for that time. God brought in a new resource, a resource that the people had never heard about nor had their fathers heard about it, but God had that resource and He brought in the manna from heaven. Oh what wonderful food that speaks of, it speaks of the perfect dependence of the Lord Jesus Christ on God; what food that is! 

There is not much time to go into all I would like to say, but you can look through the whole of Scripture and see how this matter of “every word” is illustrated. When God put new responsibility on man in Noah’s time, He gave him new food, He gave him flesh to eat; he was set to govern, a position that was never given to man in responsibility before. God gives him food that will strengthen him in this new situation. We may think of Elijah when his faith wilted and he lay down to sleep. (I would hesitate to say anything against Elijah, a man who is to be admired because of his faithfulness in recalling the people in that day, to the rights of God). Then it says, “an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water”. Just where it was needed, it was available. God had provided the food; and then it says he “lay down again. 

And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee”, 1 Kings 19: 5–7. Think of God’s consideration for him! It says, “And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights” (1 Kings 19: 8). That is the kind of food that God provides, it is every word of God. Whatever the situation, whatever the circumstance, it is every word of God. God can bring in the needed touch. 

Many have been faced with a situation where they have found that God is able to bring in the word, and bring it in just when it is needed to strengthen. In the shipwreck Paul exhorted them to take food “for this has to do with your safety”, Acts 27: 34. We need food for safety, we need food for preservation. If we are going to stay the course of the testimony we need food. I believe a great deal of wavering at the present time is because of being impoverished in soul, it is because we are not feeding properly. One would exhort the brethren to take food, it has to do with our safety. Then the most wonderful food of all is the Lord’s supper; what food that is, what holy food! The Lord says, “Take, eat” in Matthew 26: 26, and “Take this” in Mark 14: 22; it is to be eaten, it is to affect our constitution. Week by week we are provided with that holy food; it is the presentation of a Man who was here entirely for the will of God. Think of feeding on that kind of manhood. I just touch these things briefly to show that “man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”. God has the word for us and He is faithful to provide it and see that we have it just when we need it. Men want a system of materialism where everything is sure, but we come into situations where we find the natural resource is not sufficient. Those are the situations we come into as the people of God in our individual, in our household, and in our collective exercises; we come into situations in which God alone can sustain us. He has a word for every moment and we find truly, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”. 

Now I want to finish with a word on Galatians where it is a question of living by the Spirit as it says, “If we live by the Spirit”. What does it mean to live by the Spirit? We have talked about living by faith, living by the word of God, but think of living by the Spirit. I think it means that we are held in the consciousness of our relationships with God. There is nothing more important for both the older and younger brethren than to be in conscious relationship with God. It is not enough just to turn to God when we need God. He will not fail us. He is a gracious God, but we need to learn what it is to “live by the Spirit”; not only to go to God in times of need, but to know what it is to retire into the presence of God for enjoyment. Have you ever had that experience? There may be no pressure, no immediate need to ask for, but you can go there and enjoy the company of God. That is “living by the Spirit”, a wonderful matter. I cannot say more about it than that 

because I know so little about it, but it is something very wonderful, and very much needed by all of us, that we learn what it is to “live by the Spirit” in the precious, holy, inward enjoyment of our relations with God. 

It is in this very book, Galatians, where we are told about the Spirit of God’s Son being in our hearts and He is crying, “Abba, Father”, Galatians 4: 6. In Romans the believer cries it (Romans 8: 15), “Abba, Father” is a term, I believe, that can be only used in conscious enjoyment of inward relations with God. 

The secret of Christianity is in our living relationships with divine Persons. The Lord Jesus said, “As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”, John 6: 57. Christianity is not merely grappling with problems and everyday exigencies. Christianity is enjoying what God is as revealed in Christ, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. May we know what it is to “live by the Spirit”, because the result surely will be as it says, “let us walk also by the Spirit”. The only power for right walk in responsibility is to live by the Spirit. If we are not living by the Spirit we will falter. We need the power of this inward enjoyment to sustain us in the responsible path. 

These are the things I had in mind and I trust that the word might be useful to us all and that God may bless it. 

Address at Edinburgh
18 June 1994 

 


Scripture references

Habakkuk 2:4 (JND) [4] Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Deuteronomy 8:2-3 (JND) [2] And thou shalt remember all the way which Jehovah thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments or not. [3] And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with the manna, which thou hadst not known, and which thy fathers knew not; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but by everything that goeth out of the mouth of Jehovah doth man live.

Galatians 5:25 (JND) [25] If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit.

2 Thessalonians 3:2 (JND) [2] and that we may be delivered from bad and evil men, for faith [is] not [the portion] of all.

Romans 1:17 (JND) [17] for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith, to faith: according as it is written, But the just shall live by faith.

2 Peter 1:1 (JND) [1] Simon Peter, bondman and apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have received like precious faith with us through [the] righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ:

Psalms 22:10 (JND) [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly.

Luke 17:5 (JND) [5] And the apostles said to the Lord, Give more faith to us.

1 Timothy 1:4 (JND) [4] nor to turn their minds to fables and interminable genealogies, which bring questionings rather than [further] God's dispensation, which [is] in faith.

Hebrews 11:3 (JND) [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear.

Mark 11:22 (JND) [22] And Jesus answering says to them, Have faith in God.

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 (JND) [3] For the name of Jehovah will I proclaim: Ascribe greatness unto our God! [4] [He is] the Rock, his work is perfect, For all his ways are righteousness; A God of faithfulness without deceit, Just and right is he.

Psalms 61:2 (JND) [2] From the end of the earth will I call unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: thou wilt lead me on to a rock which is too high for me.

Habakkuk 3:17 (JND) [17] For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, And the fields shall yield no food; The flock shall be cut off from the fold, And there shall be no herd in the stalls:

Habakkuk 3:18-19 (JND) [18] Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. [19] Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, And he maketh my feet like hinds' [feet], And he will make me to walk upon my high places. To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments.

2 Timothy 1:12 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

Philippians 4:19 (JND) [19] But my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Luke 22:31-32 (JND) [31] And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift [you] as wheat; [32] but *I* have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and *thou*, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren.

Deuteronomy 8 (JND) [1] Every commandment which I command thee this day shall ye take heed to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and enter in and possess the land which Jehovah swore unto your fathers. [2] And thou shalt remember all the way which Jehovah thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments or not. [3] And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with the manna, which thou hadst not known, and which thy fathers knew not; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but by everything that goeth out of the mouth of Jehovah doth man live. …

Luke 4:4 (JND) [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

1 Kings 19:5-7 (JND) [5] And he lay down and slept under the broom-bush. And behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, Arise, eat! [6] And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again. [7] And the angel of Jehovah came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise, eat; for the journey is too great for thee.

1 Kings 19:8 (JND) [8] And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.

Acts 27:34 (JND) [34] Wherefore I exhort you to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety; for not a hair from the head of any one of you shall perish.

Matthew 26:26 (JND) [26] And as they were eating, Jesus, having taken [the] bread and blessed, broke [it] and gave [it] to the disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.

Mark 14:22 (JND) [22] And as they were eating, Jesus, having taken bread, when he had blessed, broke [it], and gave [it] to them, and said, Take [this]: this is my body.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Romans 8:15 (JND) [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.



NAMES CONNECTED WITH BELIEVERS

F. C. Mutton 

Acts 11: 19–26; 9: 13–16; Genesis 48: 14–16 

These scriptures relate to the matter of persons’ 

names. In Acts 11 there had been a remarkable work of God; the saints were being persecuted, and God used this for the spreading of the gospel. This has often happened in history, so that these scattered saints announced the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus, and the preaching was very effective. It says in verse 21 that “the Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord”. I trust every one of us has turned to the Lord. 

He was before us during our earlier meeting, the One who suffered and died for us to deliver us from the power of sin, so that we might have salvation and liberty and the gift of the Holy Spirit. So the work of God went on in this place, Antioch; first of all Barnabas served them, and then he sent for Saul because he could see his help was needed, and so these new converts had the great advantage of the teaching of Saul (whose name was later changed to Paul, Acts 13: 9). It says in verse 26, “for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly”. Now this really is an outline of Christianity. We learn about the Lord Jesus, we trust Him as our Saviour, and then we have instruction for “a whole year”, the full course of teaching. 

I would encourage the dear young brethren to go in for the teaching, the great truths of Christianity. Paul says to Timothy, “Have an outline of sound words” (2 Timothy 1: 13), that is we are to have an orderly understanding of the truth, but Paul adds, “in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus”. We love the truth because we love Jesus, otherwise intelligence can become something cold and legal. The truth relates to a Person, but the truth also relates to the assembly, so for a whole year these new converts were together in the assembly. What is the assembly? The assembly is formed of believers indwelt by the Holy Spirit; the assembly is the body of Christ united to her Head in heaven. For many centuries the truth of this was lost; it was in the Scriptures, clearly set out by Paul, but it was lost. Now I think one should qualify that statement, I believe that there were some all through the centuries who had some light as to Christ and the assembly. We do thank God that there has been a recovery to that wonderful truth. 

Now the result was that in Antioch there was a body of persons different from anything that had been known in Antioch before, and people said, What shall we call them? These believers did not claim any name for themselves, so that other people gave them a name, and that name was Christians. What an honoured, privileged name to have! Now, am I a true Christian? I do not want to make things appear difficult because Christianity is really very simple if we love the Lord Jesus, but this scripture shows us what the first Christians were like. First of all they turned to the Lord, that is they viewed Him as their Lord and Saviour, and I ask you, Have you turned to the Lord? That is the beginning of everything, to turn away from myself, my sin, and find cleansing and blessing in the Lord. So that I can say, he is my Lord. Then He loves to give the gift of the Holy Spirit, it says that Barnabas was full of the Holy Spirit, a wonderful thing to see a man like that, and he would have taught them about the Holy Spirit. To be a real Christian involves the reception of the Holy Spirit, and that means that a person is now part of the assembly, the most privileged company of men and women. May we have a greater sense of what the assembly is; every one who has the Holy Spirit belongs to it, though we do need to be exercised to be governed by the truth of the assembly. 

One other thing I would say is that we always need teaching; that is why we come together so frequently, because there is so much to learn. God has prepared the most wonderful things for those who love Him. The Holy Spirit’s service is to teach them to us, and to guide us into all the truth. Let us be interested in all the truth in its many departments. There is the kingdom of God and the house of God, then the wonderful truth as to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, all these are the subjects of teaching in the assembly, that we might grow by the true knowledge of God. 

Now all this had a powerful effect upon these Greeks, they were used to Greek teaching and education, but now they had come under the influence of something infinitely better, and people said, What can we call these people? And the only answer to it was Christians. Jesus was no longer here, but there were people here, Gentiles who were like Him. What a wonderful thing, that these persons were such that the name of Christ could be put upon them. Christ Himself had been crucified but He was still here, in character, in those who loved and served Him. I say again, what an honoured title to be a Christian. What a privilege to bear that holy name, and yet what a constant exercise to be in accordance with it. 

Now may we turn to our scripture in Acts 9 which relates to the conversion of Saul. Saul of Tarsus was morally like a leper. If you spoke to him he would tell you that, he would say, I am the first of sinners, the worst of lepers, but he had been cleansed, he had been converted. I think we are all familiar with this section. Ananias was very hesitant. Had this leper actually been cleansed? Could he be trusted? And so the Lord said to Ananias, “Go, for this man is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and the sons of Israel”, I just wish to stress that word, “to bear my name”. This is what every Christian is called to, a great and high privilege to bear the name of Jesus. As we go through this book we find Paul is bearing the name of Jesus. We find him before great assemblies, Agrippa for example in Acts 27, and he is there in the power and authority of the name of Jesus. What an honour! and this honour is yours and mine to bear His name in our lives, in our conduct, in our speech, in our dress, in what we do, to bear the name of Jesus. We speak of the testimony and this is an important part of the testimony that Christ is expressed in His people wherever they are. 

People should be able to look at us and say, he is a Christian, in the real sense that Christ is expressed. 

In fact, Paul says, “and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me”, Galatians 2: 20. What does that mean? It meant that Christ was in Paul’s affections, and was the spring and motive of all he did. We need to think about that. It is not just that Christ is in me, but Christ lives in me. 

He was in him actively. Now I have to ask myself. Is Christ living in me? Those who have to do with me would soon know. If I behave in a selfish, unkind, unchristian way, if I cannot walk happily with my brethren, there is no evidence of Christ living in me. But positively what a blessed thing it is to look round on the saints and see the expression of Christ. So Paul had been converted for this purpose, to bear Christ’s name, “for this man is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name”. Now Paul was specially chosen, he was an apostle, but each of us is elect, “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (1 Peter 1: 2), elect to bear Christ’s name. It would involve suffering—“I will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name”, let us be prepared for reproach; our sufferings are really very, very small as we think of what many have suffered in church history, but let us be prepared for suffering and reproach. There are those spoken of in this very book who rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for the Name. So may those we meet, those we work with, know that we are Christians, and may we bear His Name; not only in what we say but in what we are, so as to have part in the glorious testimony of Jesus in the world from which He has been rejected. 

Our last scripture is in Genesis 48, and here Israel is blessing his two grandsons. He was very near the close of his life. His life was one of ups and downs, as we speak, but he was a wonderful man of God. He finished as a worshipper and as a blesser. I really would love to have those features, to be among the worshippers of God, and in some measure to be able to bless; to bring 

in enrichment among the people of God. So Israel blesses Manasseh and Ephraim, placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, reversing the natural order, showing that God is sovereign in His blessing. So he bestows this very remarkable blessing. It is really a prayer to the God whom Israel had known, that the knowledge of that God might be experienced by these two young men, the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and the God that had shepherded Israel all his life long. These things are to be very real to us; things are to be maintained at the height at which our fathers maintained them, that was Israel’s great concern. His son Joseph had been greatly prospered, now he was concerned about his grandchildren. The Lord is concerned about young men and young women. The fulness of what previous generations have enjoyed is to be yours. What a man of faith Abraham was, extraordinary faith in God, and obedience to God. He began his path in obedience, when God told him to leave his father’s house, and he went out not knowing where he was going, because he believed God, and God richly rewarded him. That same God was the God of Isaac, speaking to us really of resurrection, life beyond death, and our life as believers is beyond death; our life is hid with Christ in God. Then Israel had known that same God, and he prays to God to bless the lads. That surely is our prayer, that what has been known by men of God in the past might be known by you, beloved younger brethren, known in power and experience. 

Then Israel says something very remarkable which links with this matter of names, “let my name be named upon them”. What does it mean? I think it means that people would look at Ephraim and Manasseh, and would say they are like their grandfather, not by inheritance, but through soul exercise. Well, I leave this as an exercise with myself. We think of our fathers, think for example of Paul and Peter and John; think of those whom the Lord has used in more recent years. Could their name be named upon me? Is some measure of 

their faith and devotion found with me? Israel was longing that what had been experienced in the past should continue to be experienced. So he says, “and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers’ Abraham and Isaac”. I hope this is understood. People would say, There is a young Abraham there; I can see the features of faith and obedience in him; someone who is a stranger and sojourner, whose hopes and outlook lie beyond this world. 

May the Lord help us to take on these features. We respect and admire these great men of the past, but such manhood is to be continued. Paul says to Timothy, “But thou, O man of God”, 1 Timothy 6: 11. Let us long to be men of God! It is the greatest thing we can have before us to be here for God, growing by the knowledge of God, and thus promoting prosperity and blessing among the saints. May the Lord bless the word to us. 

Address at Endbach
3 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Acts 11:19-26 (JND) [19] They then who had been scattered abroad through the tribulation that took place on the occasion of Stephen, passed through [the country] to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one but to Jews alone. [20] But there were certain of them, Cyprians and Cyrenians, who entering into Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, announcing the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus. [21] And [the] Lord's hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. [22] And the report concerning them reached the ears of the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go through as far as Antioch: [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord; [24] for he was a good man and full of [the] Holy Spirit and of faith; and a large crowd [of people] were added to the Lord. [25] And he went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul. [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Acts 9:13-16 (JND) [13] And Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; [14] and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name. [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel: [16] for *I* will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name.

Genesis 48:14-16 (JND) [14] But Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid [it] on Ephraim's head now he was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh's head; guiding his hands intelligently, for Manasseh was the firstborn. [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day, [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land!

Acts 11 (JND) [1] And the apostles and the brethren who were in Judaea heard that the nations also had received the word of God; [2] and when Peter went up to Jerusalem, they of the circumcision contended with him, [3] saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and hast eaten with them. …

Acts 13:9 (JND) [9] But Saul, who also [is] Paul, filled with [the] Holy Spirit, fixing his eyes upon him,

2 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 Peter 1:2 (JND) [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Genesis 48 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick. And he took with him his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim. [2] And one told Jacob and said, Behold, thy son Joseph is coming to thee. And Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. [3] And Jacob said to Joseph, The Almighty God appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, …

1 Timothy 6:11 (JND) [11] But *thou*, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit.



EXTRACTS

The great point of chapter 15 (of John’s gospel) is vitality as shown by our affections one to another; so in fruit-bearing there is proof of vitality. I think you must begin with that, Christ dwelling in the heart by faith, the affection of a bride for a bridegroom, of a wife for her husband, that is properly the position of the church down here, you want all your affections put in order and strengthened and maintained. People put the social before the meetings; if Christ were dwelling in the heart by faith we would be devoted to every interest of Christ down here. I do believe we would get on a great deal better if we let everything be secondary to Christ “ye believe on God, believe also on me”, the bride comes down as the public witness but in the meantime the bride is left down here as witness to the bridegroom. We do not live in ourselves, it marked the Lord, but no one of us can have life in himself. All vitality is by the Spirit of Christ. If we live in the Spirit let us also walk in the Spirit. Vitality comes out in the way of fruit-bearing; fruit-bearing is for God. It comes out in our relations one to another, it is the product of the Spirit of Christ, fruit really consists in what characterises our relations one to another in love and joy. I think saints are trees of God’s planting. The peculiarity in an ordinary tree is that it lives by itself, but saints do not carry their life in themselves. Christ is the source of fruit. It all depends on our abiding in Christ. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 15, p.445) 

I am obligated to the most insignificant in the company, as well as to the most prominent; and so I say, ‘How does this or that matter affect the Lord? and how does it affect the saints?’. 

Indeed the Lord and the saints are bound up together, and if I ignore them, I ignore Him. In provoking Him we have to consider as to whether we are stronger than He. 

In the types the law is to govern everything; well, this chapter is really the law governing our public relations. “The things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. The epistle is a standing statute, governing our relations here. So that the saints can enquire into my affairs. They require wisdom in such matters, of course, but the fellowship involves it; and if you seek to evade it you are wanting in intelligence and consistency. We cannot escape the Lord in these things. The apostle says, “Many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep”. And in 1 Corinthians 6: 4, “If then ye have judgments as to things of this life, set those to judge who are little esteemed in the assembly”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, p.336)
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

1 Corinthians 6:4 (JND) [4] If then ye have judgments as to things of this life, set those [to judge] who are little esteemed in the assembly.
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