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CONDITIONS REQUIRED FOR THE SPIRIT OF GOD

John 14: 15–17; 16: 5–15; 2 Corinthians 3: 17, 18; Acts 5: 29–32; Genesis 8: 6–12 

NJH  Though these scriptures are well known, I thought we should read them in the light of the conditions which are required for the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit has not changed, neither have the conditions for His presence changed, and I thought in John’s gospel we see how the Lord, in His service, provided the conditions for the presence of the Spirit. 

Possibly His greatest service, having revealed God and accomplished the great work of redemption, was to provide the conditions for the Spirit of God. I wondered if it would be something we should consider, because we are coming near the end, and we are often reminded that the Spirit and the bride say, Come. Therefore our relations with the Spirit are a vital matter, and the occasion of that being so close, there is no time to lose in recognising that the Lord is working with us, so that conditions that are due to the Spirit are present. Some of these scriptures refer to a collective view and some individual, we need to touch both. But I thought first of all, in John 14. He says, “If ye love me, keep my commandments”. 

Now, the keeping of the Lord’s commandments would be the basis for the conditions in which the Spirit would be present. It is over against the world, it says, “whom the world cannot receive”. The world in all its ability and intelligence, there is no place there for the Spirit. It is not given to the world; so you can understand if it is selective it has not just to be a casual matter, but it is intended we consider soberly the conditions that are due for the presence of the Spirit today and realise it. I know there is the side of the gift (we will come to that) but in chapter 16, again it is over against the world. He says here, “But now I go to him that has sent me, and none of you demands of me, Where goest thou?”. Thomas already had questioned that in chapter 14, but in chapter 16 conditions are getting closer, in the Lord’s mind, for the presence of the Spirit, and He says, “But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you”. That is a very blessed thing, to get a sense that He has persons now, sanctified from the world, ready for the coming of the Spirit. 

In the reference in 2 Corinthians 3 I think it gives some impression of the proximity of Christ where He is, and the presence of the Spirit here effecting liberty. It says, “Now the Lord is the Spirit”. Well, you might say He is the Spirit of the covenant, He is the Spirit of scripture. You get the key for scripture from Christ, involving where He is, and then “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”. There is beautiful proximity to the presence of Christ before the Father, and the power of the Spirit known where there is liberty. That liberty is that “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord”—what liberty we are given, beloved brethren, where the Spirit has His place, where conditions for His presence are provided. 

In chapter 5 of Acts it is obedience. There are two references in scripture to the Spirit being given. One is asking the Father (Luke 11: 13); the other is on the basis of obedience, and I thought that points somewhat to the conditions in which the Spirit is free. We start our histories by the obedience of faith, but the principle of obedience in the lives of believers is the condition in which the Spirit of God is free and His presence is known. 

In Genesis 8, Noah had no exercise with the raven; the raven went out, that speaks of the flesh. It had no place really in Noah’s life, though both the clean and the unclean were taken into the ark; but the raven had no place, it went out and never returned. We are often told it fed on death. The scene was full of death and the raven found its appetite there; that is the flesh. We know that, however spiritual an older person gets, the appetite of the flesh never changes, it feeds on death; and if we give any opening for it, it is to our sorrow. But there is a waiting with Noah when it comes to the dove; the exercise involving the presence of the Spirit. The dove goes out and comes back; no resting place; goes out again and comes back with the olive leaf plucked off, the sign of life. And then, after seven days he sends it out. I think at that point, speaking figuratively, the Spirit now was in an area which was clean and Noah was about to enter into an area where the Spirit was free. 

It was a cleansed earth that Noah went out in shortly after this. 

DAS  I think it is very wonderful. I was wondering about John 14: 21, it says, “He that has my commandments and keeps them”, there are two verbs there, ‘has’ and ‘keeps’. My mind went to Numbers 15 where God spoke to Moses and told them as to their dress, “bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue ... that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah”, Numbers 15: 38, 39. So this would be a witness, a testimony; he that has it and keeps it would be a witness and a testimony; the blue would be in evidence, do you think? 

NJH  Yes, because the Spirit gives the assembly its heavenly character; its refined heavenly character comes from the Spirit and that is a wonderful thing. I think what you say helps because He gives them His commandments—He is not speaking to the world—He has addressed the world already in testimony—The service of Christ in His ministrations to the world are past at this point; Judas has gone out. You might say it is a broken number but He has the saints where He wants them; He has them to tell them of the coming of the Spirit. 

You might say it is the greatest thought in the divine mind, that the saints might receive the Spirit and here He has them in an obedient state. He says, “He that has my commandments and keeps them”, and these commandments are preparing them for the presence of the Spirit. 

So He says, “I will beg the Father”. The Father will not hold that gift back; and He will not delay it. He says, “I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter”. 

GBG  There are commandments related to the inside position and there are commandments related to the public position; is that the case? John gives us the 

commandments related to the inside position and Paul gives us commandments related to the public position. 

NJH  Yes, I think John is working inwardly and the Spirit was going to be received inwardly. I know as together in the upper room there was the witness of the Spirit’s coming, the parted tongues as of fire, but the great thought was to strengthen them inwardly, and therefore commandments of Christ would be stored in their hearts. That is what we need, we need to hold and keep—“He that has my commandments and keeps them”, that is one way to receive the blessed fulness of the presence of the Spirit. 

JCG  “If ye love me” would be the basis of the Spirit, the holding of the truth in love. The disciples loved Christ and the saints love Christ; does it form a basis for which the Lord goes to the Father to ask for the Spirit to come? 

NJH  That is helpful. Christ as Comforter formed affection in them, He is comforting, His service to them was to develop love in their hearts for Him. So here, having been with them three and a half years He says, “another Comforter”, and I think the more we make room for that we will learn to love the Spirit. The Spirit and the bride means not only the bride’s love for Christ, but I think it involves love for the Spirit. 

CKR Say a bit more on the value of the indwelling, the service of the Holy Spirit. It is such a distinguishing feature of this dispensation, is it not? 

NJH  Well you can give us help. 

CKR What you are saying about conditions is very exercising, very real nevertheless in what God has wrought inwardly through divine operations, and also through redemption and the gift of the Spirit. The operating of all that inwardly gives some real appreciation of divine things, which are only really by the power of the Spirit. 

NJH  That is right, He is the power for everything. Chapter 16 is the power of witness because the demonstration of the Spirit is in the saints. I like the thought of what He is inwardly; where else can He dwell? He dwells in persons; the assembly involves persons and the Spirit is dwelling there. I think the indwelling Spirit is an immensely powerful thought. 

CKR It is God who is here in the Spirit, is that right? 

NJH  A habitation of God in the Spirit, exactly. How could this thing be maintained up to now? Think of the time since the Spirit came; how are saints going on in their own links with the Lord, and how are they going on together? It is in the power of the Spirit. The very fact we are here together and loving one another is an evidence that the Spirit is here in the company. 

JCG  The inward side is stressed in “ye know him”. It says that the world does not see Him nor know Him, but He says to the disciples that “ye know him”. They had seen the Spirit in Christ. Is the knowing a big challenge to us? It would involve communion with the Spirit, would it? 

NJH  Yes, it would. That is interesting, because the Spirit was in Christ; as a dependent Man He did everything by the Spirit. It is remarkable that He came into that position to do things, to be justified by the Spirit. It says, “ye know him”, so they would realise that what they were receiving was the same as what was in Christ—the same Spirit, it is wonderful. He uniquely speaks of His body as the shrine. We should be saved from being loose in our view, if we are going to receive the Spirit, there must be conditions for it. 

RG  I was just thinking that is borne out by what He says, “for he abides with you, and shall be in you”. The Spirit was there in Christ as the Lord was speaking, and He is going to abide; the “in you” would be something new. The Spirit would find conditions in them, if they kept His commandments, that were the same as were in Christ when He was with Him and in Him. 

NJH  Yes, it is “my commandments”. Now, He had received commandments. He says, “I have received this commandment of my Father” (John 10: 18), so He was one that was under the principle of commandment as here. It is remarkable the manhood of Christ as being under commandment. Now, He says, I am going to give you My commandments; it is a privilege to have the commandments of Christ, is it not? 

JTB(Gr)  So we are told “be filled with the Spirit”, Ephesians 5: 18. While the Lord had His own distinction we are told to be filled with the Spirit. Do you think if we realised the potential there is in having that divine Person within us, it would help us to go on in our exercise to be filled with the Spirit? 

NJH  You are cautious in using these words as to those that are in flesh and blood. But it means that there is no room given for the flesh in its moral features. Beloved brethren, our brother spoke about being filled with the Spirit, the potential is limitless. What is within our grasp is so great; I challenge myself. Do I realise the opportunity of what is within me? If we make room for the Spirit and the flesh is kept out, what glories are brought before us. 

WMP  In the service to them after Judas has gone out, what He says immediately is, “that ye love one another; as I have loved you”. I wondered if that would make them consider how He loved them, that service of His for them. 

NJH  What an advantage they had. They saw everything displayed in Christ, and “as I have loved you”; think of the fulness of love that made up for the differences; His love for each one, how full that love was. They learned from Christ and we now learn from the Spirit, we have not known Christ according to flesh, we have to learn from the Spirit. 

JDG  It says, “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me”, that would be the Spirit’s day. I was thinking of what you said about coming into the fulness of what tends to be limitless; the enjoyment of Christ being in the Father and “ye in me, and I in you”—the bond between the disciples, between us and Christ to live, in a sense, in this living world. 

NJH  That is good. It is the bond of affection, the bond of love that holds us together, and I think what you have said is right. “And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one” (John 17: 22), the oneness is by the Spirit, it is in the power of the Spirit. 

We go on to chapter 16 because it comes in there that the application of the bond that was referred to is, “All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said, that he receives of mine and shall announce it to you”. The whole thing is brought in in a living, practical way, is that right? 

JDG  “Ye in me and I in you”, is an organic thought; it is life in the believer responding to life in Christ but by the Spirit. 

NJH  It is good to bring in the side of life, the Spirit is the power of that life, and its quickening power should be known by us now, that is the power of the Spirit in life. 

RT  It was referred to as the Spirit of truth in the section read; have you something in mind about that? 

NJH  You give us your thought. 

RT  It says, “whom the world cannot receive”. He is speaking about the conditions, the world cannot receive the truth, it does not want it, does it? It is Someone in whom the truth is embodied that is to engage our affections as we come into it. 

NJH  The whole canon of truth is brought to us by the Spirit, and He is there, the Spirit of truth. The Lord speaks of the men that had been given Him out of the world, and in principle, they had been taken out of the quarry. Mr Darby said that was the first act of sanctification; and the Spirit of truth maintains everything that was in Christ. It is a real matter. As a divine Person He cannot deny Himself, He abides faithful; He is faithful to Christ, and the Spirit of truth carries everything forward that was established and set out in Christ. That is a blessed thing. The period of two thousand years has not altered that; the Spirit of truth is no different in the day we are in. I think we need to be brought up to date in these things. 

TCM  The Lord Jesus speaks about leaving them and going to heaven, but the Spirit of God was coming from that environment. Do you think the need for keeping these commandments, is that we would keep and enjoy the heavenly environment that the Lord brought down here and the Spirit brought down? 

NJH  The Spirit was ten days with Christ in glory and He brings the wealth of that. “He receives of mine”, not only exactly what belongs to Him but 

“receives of mine”—He brings the thing so real into our hearts as we make room for Him. That is, the Spirit brings that heavenly side in, that the world does not know, and cannot know. 

RT  Does the Spirit take the place of leadership in the wilderness position? It is true after Numbers 21, they began to journey after it was recognised. Here He shall guide you into all the truth; we have our Leader above, but the Spirit has the position of leadership in the wilderness. 

NJH  That is good. Numbers 21 involves the leadership of the Spirit recognised, that takes them forward. There is death before that as we know. Aaron dies; then they are under new leadership and going towards the land, and all that the Spirit has in mind is the end in view. He takes of Christ where He is. He had been with Him in the days of His flesh; but now He takes from Christ where He is above and He has that end in view. We need to have the end in view, beloved brethren, keep the goal before us where the Spirit is directing. 

JMar  Would Antioch be an example of conditions that are required for the Spirit of God? I was thinking of what characterised them; there was liberty for the Spirit; He was at home in their presence; He enjoyed in Antioch what He enjoyed with the Lord Jesus, in complacency. They were first called Christians at Antioch as well. 

NJH  Yes, it is interesting to bring that in, because these references we have read in John was the Lord’s service in providing conditions for the Spirit; but when you come to Antioch, the Spirit was actually maintaining them; it was prayer and fasting. That can only be done in the power of the Spirit; it is not religious fasting (that marked the Pharisees), this was prayer and fasting in the power of the Spirit, and as that condition existed the Spirit says “separate me now Barnabas and Saul”. 

CKR When you referred to conditions were you thinking not just the affections but the mind, the whole vessel in that sense? He shall guide you into the truth is both by way of intelligence but also is it by forming affection? So the truth, therefore, becomes resident in the souls of the saints. 

NJH  When you set your mind on the things that are above, the affections soon follow. The whole person has to be held by the Spirit. The mind is to be controlled; it is the renewed mind in Romans, but the issues of life are out of the heart. So, the Spirit must be known wholly in the believer. 

RG  It is interesting in that way that in Ephesus, when Paul spoke to them, they had not heard the Spirit had come; it was after they were baptised that the Holy Spirit came upon them. Do you think that indicates that persons were now in a condition, through baptism, the removal of one order of man, for the Spirit to come upon another order of man? 

NJH  I think that is right. You get disciples in Ephesus and then you get the elders, and elders involve experience. You never have fellow-elder said of an angel (fellow-bondmen but not fellow-elder) because I think that goes back to experience with God, or we might say in our time experience with the Spirit. These disciples received the Spirit at Ephesus and then came out with the features of elderhood in Acts 20. So we need to have experience with the Spirit, even our bodies, the whole person. In Corinthians, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit?”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19. Not only the company as together there, the local assembly, but it comes down to their bodies; they are not their own, their bodies are held. He says earlier, “Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”, 1 Corinthians 3: 16. That was a collective thought, and then in chapter 6, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19. 

So, I am glad that has come in, that the body is held. How can we place our body on the altar if it is not held in relation to the Spirit? It is a living sacrifice; we cannot lay it down in death; only Christ laid down in death His body a sacrifice; even martyrs did not do that; but with us it is a living sacrifice you place on the altar. 

GAB  Regarding the matter of fasting; is that appropriate to the present time? it was not appropriate when the bridegroom was present, but in the absence of the bridegroom and the Spirit here, fasting seems to be the appropriate thing. I am just wondering in connection with being filled with the Spirit, there has to be the displacement of certain things, even things which might be legitimate. 

NJH  I am glad you have gone back to that, because it is an appropriate attitude of heart and mind that we are marked by prayer and fasting. It becomes the characteristic of the believer, or should be, that he acknowledges that he gets no gain out of the flesh, he has seen it all gone in the death of Christ, and he is now related in life to the Spirit. So, it says here, “he shall guide you into all the truth”. The Lord says, “I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now”. I think ability to bear in the believer is because the Spirit is present. 

JAB  I was just thinking of the way in which these things work together; initially the renewal of the Holy Spirit. We were reading in Titus 3 about the washing of regeneration, which is something we come into the gain of in salvation, and then the renewal of the Holy Spirit. What you are really saying is that these are conditions that are new, not according to what is old at all, and they bring us into a whole new area of enjoyment, and that is where the fruit of the Spirit is going to be seen. 

NJH  Yes, that is good. The renewal where you are brought to new ground, new circumstances—the old has gone, the washing has dealt with the old and the power is there to do it. We speak about the new man; it is in the place of the old; that shows the power that is available in the Spirit, that where the old was in expression, it is put off, done with, and the new man comes into expression. 

JSp  I was just thinking about the necessity for the full position of Christ. The thing was there in Christ in a very wonderful and concrete way, but it is until Christ goes away and establishes His position in heaven; that is really the full position; we require that for Christianity in its fulness. 

NJH  That helps, because all power was given to Him. He 

looked forward to and anticipated the coming of the Spirit. Only then would that give the saints capacity to take in what could be brought to them from heaven where Christ is. That is Christianity, and that is where service in the assembly flows out of. 

JS  Do you think this matter of guiding us into all the truth involves very sensitive conditions? Guiding seems a kind of gentle, tender character of service of the Spirit, do you think? I wondered if what the Lord says to each of the assemblies in Revelation, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies” (Revelation 2: 7), would have something of that character in it, do you think? 

NJH  I am glad you have said that, because when it came to the Jordan, it was said to the people, “ye have not passed this way heretofore” (Joshua 3: 4); and when it comes to spiritual things we do not know, we have no direction as to ourselves; it is the Spirit’s guidance, and therefore you are subject to the Spirit. It is a gentle directive we are given by the blessed Spirit within as to the way that we should go, both in truth and as to our life practically. The Spirit is a guide to you, it is light to your feet, it is not forced on us, but He is there to guide us, as it says, into all the truth. That should be proved in every meeting, it should have something of that character, that we are moving forward and getting guidance from the Spirit. 

RT  Is there something very living and current about this speaking, it says “he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak”? It is coming from heaven what He hears. It is a very beautiful touch that all He speaks is directly coming from heaven. 

NJH  The Spirit was intimately connected with the life of Christ. Then at His death, by the eternal Spirit, He offered Himself spotless to God. Heaven is not silent at the moment. (Heaven will be silent for about half an hour according to Revelation 8: 1, but that is because of what will transpire on the earth in a negative sense). What is happening in heaven is full of conversation; Paul heard things that were unutterable when he was caught up. Now the Spirit brings what He hears to us. I think that is a precious service of the Spirit, and the nearer we are to the Spirit, and the more room we make for Him, the more will flow down from a heavenly Christ. The things of the Father that Christ is bringing by the Spirit, into our hearts, what a quickening effect it would have on the company JCG  That would be emphasised in the Lord’s words to the seven churches, “He that has an ear, let him hear”, and having an ear involves whether I am obedient and subject, ready to be guided, and have love for Christ in glory. Would it involve all that? 

NJH  You mean the state of heart is there in the one who has an ear. A worldling does not have an ear. I think it is a feature of the new man that the believer has an ear and he listens to what the Spirit says to the assemblies. Therefore it is a great scope of things available to the overcomer, which is very precious. When you go through the churches, referred to in Revelation 2 and 3, there is so much to get you down; Christ is moving there in the midst of the churches. You might say He is passing His judgment, a fair judgment. You would be despondent at the ruin publicly, but you can be assured what the Spirit says to the assemblies is beautiful, words of refinement, so that the bride is ready for Christ at the end of the book. 

AMB What is said in verse 14, “He shall glorify me”, that must mean glorified in the hearts of those in whom the Spirit is working. 

NJH  Christ was glorified above and, as you say, He is now glorified in the hearts of the saints, “I am glorified in them”, John 17: 10. 

AMB I think that is a great aspect of the Spirit’s service, that He brings about on the earth a response that is sympathetic with heaven and a state that is heavenly. I just thought that it is a fine thing to be exercised to have Christ glorified in our hearts, and that is by the Spirit. 

NJH  Very good, “Christ in you the hope of glory” (Colossians 1: 27), and that is relating to the nations. Maybe we should go on in what is said about glory in 2 Corinthians 3. There is a parenthesis between verse 7 and verse 16, and in verse 6 it says, “For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens”. And then verse 17, “Now the Lord is the Spirit”, there is an interchange of divine names there; they never cease to be three Persons, but, in a certain sense, things are brought very close together, and I think that is because all that Christ is as brought to us, is made operational in the hearts of His own. So it says, “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”. 

JCG  Is it brought in to magnify the service of the Spirit and to magnify His Person amongst us, because of the way in which He brings in transformation and a change? 

NJH  Say more of what is on your mind. 

JCG  Well, it is bringing out the glory of the Person who is there, and although He has taken a comparatively lower place in the divine economy, nevertheless His Person is unchanged. This scripture brings out the glory of the One who helps us in the service. 

NJH  Exactly. It is “even as by the Lord the Spirit”, the authority is there of the Spirit. I do not want to sound derogatory, but two thousand years would be a very long dispensation if the Spirit had not come. Just think about it; nothing formed, nothing quickened, no ability or power to look on the glory of the Lord with His unveiled face. Nobody getting the gain of it! What it means to the Lord to have the Spirit here, having this sphere operational and persons changed, by looking on Himself with unveiled face. So by the Spirit we can look on the glory of the Lord with unveiled face, and be transformed according to the same image from glory to glory. How living the dispensation is for Christ when we consider the Spirit operational here. I would love it to lay hold of my life constantly, but I think it is a good thing to keep in mind what it means to Christ. The blessed Spirit, effective in the hearts of the Lord’s own people and bringing in this quickening effect, so that as they look on the glory of the Lord they are transformed. 

CKR That would also again show the value of what He brought out through Paul, “this man is an elect vessel to me”, Acts 9: 15. He would bring out what was going to further the operational activity of the Holy Spirit in the bringing out of the truth of the mystery, and that worked out in localities. 

NJH  That is good. It is very true what you are saying, what the apostle Paul brought in. He was arrested from heaven so that all this order of things in the power of the Spirit would quicken and transform according to the same image. 

JDG  Is that the normal function of the Holy Spirit in the believer, “transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”? Daily we are being formed after Christ, awaiting the body of glory. 

NJH  That is good. It is a moral and spiritual thought, so that we are becoming more like Christ and more like one another. It is not just one person; Paul set out something extraordinary as an elect vessel, and no doubt he showed extraordinary light as to Christ in his suffering way, as well as his intelligence in the mystery, but also that there would be a whole order of things becoming more like Christ. 

JS  Do you think the fact of so many different persons being occupied, beholding the glory of the Lord, would allow liberty and conditions for the Spirit to bring about the change according to the same image from glory to glory? 

NJH  If you go with some poor view of the local brethren in their smallness you will not get much, but if you are related to the Spirit a whole order of things related to the Spirit is open to you. 

RG  Do you think you get the essence of this in its ideal conditions through Christ by one Spirit we have access to the Father, transformed from glory to glory? These are the same persons that, through Christ, by one Spirit have access to the Father. 

NJH  That access is available to us now. We have liberty, through Christ by one Spirit; a whole order of things open to us, and it is because, more and more, we recognise conditions for the presence of the Spirit. 

JTB(Gr)  So it is presented earlier in this chapter as the “Spirit of the living God”. Does that bring us into the system of liberty you are speaking of? 

NJH  Christ as the Son of the living God was revealed by the Father to Peter, and He said He would build His assembly. Here, it is the Spirit of the living God. It shows there is now a sphere capable of the operations of life. It is a living organism and the whole thing is under the touch of the Spirit to bring us into the immense liberty that is available to us. 

RT  Would looking on the glory of the Lord here be a full view of Christ? It is not just as He was, or as our Saviour, it is a full view of Christ, the place He has in the courts above in relation to the living assembly here. 

NJH  That is good. Settled conditions, beautiful; you might say it is an answer to that life and pathway of woe and pressure and suffering and eventual death. It is His exaltation, and the glory that surrounds that blessed Man. I think what you have said helps. The glory of the Lord; who could place a limit on that? 

RT  We would never have known Him as Head apart from this view that the Spirit would give us. He is the Head of the assembly and all that flows from Him as an ascended Head is available in the Spirit’s grace to us. 

NJH  That is the operational side, it is from the Head down, the whole wealth coming down; and the oil, referring to the Spirit, in Psalm 133; everything coming down from that exalted Head. 

DTP  I was just thinking the evidence of it is amongst us at the present time, of life, is it not? We find it in the first day of the week particularly, but that is maintained with us. Has there been a great sense of this liberty known since the ministry came to us as to the worship of the Spirit? Has that not set the saints more together in love, in view of these conditions finding expression? And it brings forward the glory of the Lord Himself. 

NJH  Yes, it does say that we are changed, or transformed. I do not think the change means that on Monday, or Tuesday, we change back. We know by experience we sometimes drop with the pressures of life. You have to keep in exercise to maintain what the Spirit has effected in the transformation. You are transformed according to the same image—it is from glory to glory; that does not involve going back to the world. From glory to glory is a great ascending, wonderful line when you think about it. 

JCG  Paul, when he saw the saints, thanked God and took courage. That is, he was ready to move forward. Help us more as to this matter of liberty in relation to being changed; it would involve helping us so that there would be a flow in the service of God, would it? The Spirit would not hinder in any sense in moving forward. 

NJH  No, only the covenant comes in as touched in the cup; the covenant is recognised in the cup; we are moving forward in a heavenly direction, and I think this should affect us in every occasion, and even in private meditation, because the covenant is here. While the Lord is the Spirit of the covenant where He is, setting us free in every area in which the saints will be taken, I understood that the covenant is very much our relationship here, so when this is set, the Spirit available, we should be progressing spiritually. Would you agree with that? 

JCG  Yes, so what you are stressing is that the conditions continue. It is stressed in the ministry of Mr Taylor and Mr Raven that the effect upon us of the Lord’s day, and particularly the manifestation of Christ at the Supper, should influence us throughout the week, and bring in the effect of spiritual impressions that would increase love and increase room for the Spirit amongst us. 

NJH  That is good. We have to admit that very often on Lord’s day morning we do touch matters and very soon drop; we are flesh, we are not able to sustain very much, but in the Spirit we should be progressing, because the Spirit remains with us. He is power in the service of God. He is power in our devotions, we pray, and fast. As we come up to the meeting the Spirit is with us. 

AMB One of the services of the Spirit is to help us to know the things that have been freely given to us of God (1 Corinthians 2: 12). So there are things that have been freely given to us that are for our enjoyment, but we need to experience the help of the Spirit to really know them, and knowing them would bring us into the Spirit’s liberty. 

NJH  Yes, it is freely given to us of God; God’s side is that He has held nothing back. I think that brings out what lay behind the giving; it meant so much to the Father that He could not hold back such a gift to us, in having the Spirit with us and in us. We should look at Acts 5. 

RJC  God must be obeyed rather than man. We are governed by divine thoughts and divine principles and divine giving, it would all control us, do you think? They were not turned aside by any opposition here. 

NJH  Exactly. It is put differently in what Peter says earlier, “as for us we cannot refrain from speaking of the things which we have seen and heard”, Acts 4: 20. Now it is obedience; God must be obeyed, and then the Holy Spirit is given to those that obey Him. I think that involves conditions in persons. When it says of the Lord that He learned obedience, that was not that there was any disobedience in Christ, but how He met circumstances in manhood. For instance, as waiting in John 11, although He had the power of life, the power of healing, He waited till after the death of Lazarus; he learned obedience because He waited for the word from the Father. With us, we have to obey. Disobedience is in us according to Adam’s nature. The Holy Spirit is given to those who obey God. 

RG  It is a remarkable thing that we have not to be behind the apostles. He says, “And we are his witnesses of these things”. The we is in italics, that was the apostles, but then Peter brings us in; “and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those who obey him”. So we are not to be behind in our entrance into what the divine mind has always been for all, from the apostles downwards. 

NJH  The witness comes in the Spirit. It is very remarkable that the Father comes into the principle of witness, or bearing testimony, and now in our time the Spirit comes into the matter of witness. So, it raises the whole matter of witness, of testimony to the world. 

RG  You think about the glory that Peter saw when he was on the mount of transfiguration, with the other two disciples, “such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory” (2 Peter 1: 17); we are not to be behind in our experience. They had a tremendous experience of glory on that mount, but we are not to be behind in that. The Spirit is here to give us an entrance into the same sphere. Would that be right? 

NJH  Exactly. I think that helps. 

Ques.  It says the Spirit bears witness with our spirit (Romans 8: 16); what would you say about that scripture? 

NJH  That is what our brother referred to as to the Spirit’s leadership, and Romans 8 really is that; the persons as led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. It shows the cognisance or adaptability of our spirits to what the Holy Spirit is moving in; witnessing with our spirit. I think the believer, as indwelt by the Spirit and having a new state, his spirit can be linked with the Holy Spirit. What do you say? 

Rem.  I think that makes the matter very real, “with our spirit”, a part of us. 

NJH  Very intimate; not only the body, the mind and the heart, but the spirit; we are very close to the Spirit in that regard. 

JDG  In the one who obeys there is no perverse will active; it is a state of subjection to the Lord, is it not? 

NJH  That is good. It comes out in this chapter where the challenge is to the Spirit, and there was a perverse will in Ananias and Sapphira, and then, in the high priest. Then it comes to this point that the apostle witnesses to such, and he says, “and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him”. I think that is the state of soul. 

DAB  You referred to the witness in John’s epistle and, on Thursday night in our reading, we spent quite a bit of time talking over the importance of the water. The water is for cleansing; it may not bear on this scripture, but I just wondered as to the conditions that are necessary for both the reception of the Spirit, and the maintenance of the liberty of the Spirit in our souls. I think it is a very important point, particularly in the immoral and corrupting days in which we live. Not only the initial aspect of the water applying to us in relation to the death of Christ, but it needs the constant application that we might be kept in this state where we are obedient persons to God. 

NJH  The Spirit, the water and the blood bear witness as one (1 John 5: 8). I think it comes up again as to the conditions for the presence of the Spirit. Now, what is public in Christendom, and we are part of it, is that they separate the witness of the three, they take one and leave out the others. They leave out the water aspect, which is essential if we are to know the divine presence. 

JTB(Ed)  I was just wondering why it says here, “Which God has given”. In John it is the Father, but here it is God. Does it bring out the importance which God attaches to the use of the Spirit by His people here? 

NJH  No doubt it was the purpose of God that we should have the Spirit; the purpose of God is linked with the name of the Father. But it must have been always in God’s mind. It is referred to in the blessing of Abraham that the Spirit should come to the nations (Galatians 3: 14), so it would be in the heart of God; but the Father being brought in earlier must be as to the purpose of God that we should have the Spirit. 

JTB(Ed)  I wondered if it is set out in Caleb’s history, do you think? He wholly followed Jehovah, a man of another spirit (that is not the Holy Spirit of course). But there were clearly conditions in his own heart, in his own circumstances which were conducive to his following Jehovah and coming into possession of Hebron; he was brought through, he would be guided into all the truth, he would follow the ark over the Jordan, do you think? He would follow the Spirit’s leadership (in type) from Numbers 21 and then he takes possession of Hebron. Is that really the culmination of all that comes out in John’s gospel relating to the purpose of God? 

NJH  That is good. Because “another spirit” links with what we had in Romans 8; there is unison there, but immediately they come into suffering, because following with the land clearly in their heart, which is typical of the objective of the Spirit, the people were going to stone them. So, it shows that that will come, but let us keep before us what the objective was with Caleb; he goes right through and he makes his claims. He says he would take the toughest part of the territory of the land; he would take where the giants were, he was not frightened by them; the spirit of cowardice did not mark him. 

JCG  Cornelius was one who obeyed. In relation to the conditions it says he was “pious, and fearing God with all his house, both giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually”, Acts 10: 1. When he addresses Peter he says, “we are all present before God to hear all things that are commanded thee of God”, Acts 10: 33. And while they heard the word the Spirit fell on them. Do you think there was the condition of obedience there? You were stressing the conditions that are there before in which the Spirit is free to operate. 

NJH  That is a very good scripture. We do speak about the results, what comes out characteristically in the believer following the reception of the Spirit, but Cornelius is one where there were certain conditions marking him before the Spirit was given. Cornelius is quite remarkable. There was something there, in Cornelius, that justified God giving the Spirit. He was giving alms, he was before God and there were requests, there was prayer. It says of Saul of Tarsus, “behold, he is praying” (Acts 9: 11); he did not have the Spirit at that point, but there was some condition in that person that the Spirit could be given to. 

Reading at Grangemouth
15 September 2007 
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Scripture references

John 14:15-17 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you.

John 16:5-15 (JND) [5] But now I go to him that has sent me, and none of you demands of me, Where goest thou? [6] But because I have spoken these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you. [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: [9] of sin, because they do not believe on me; [10] of righteousness, because I go away to [my] Father, and ye behold me no longer; [11] of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. [12] I have yet many things to say to you, but ye cannot bear them now. [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you. [15] All things that the Father has are mine; on account of this I have said that he receives of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (JND) [17] Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Acts 5:29-32 (JND) [29] But Peter answering, and the apostles, said, God must be obeyed rather than men. [30] The God of our fathers has raised up Jesus, whom *ye* have slain, having hanged on a cross. [31] Him has God exalted by his right hand as leader and saviour, to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins. [32] And *we* are [his] witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him.

Genesis 8:6-12 (JND) [6] And it came to pass at the end of forty days that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. [7] And he sent out the raven, which went forth going to and fro, until the waters were dried from the earth. [8] And he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had become low on the ground. [9] But the dove found no resting-place for the sole of her foot, and returned to him into the ark; for the waters were on the whole earth; and he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ark. [10] And he waited yet other seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. [11] And the dove came to him at eventide; and behold, in her beak was an olive-leaf plucked off; and Noah knew that the waters had become low on the earth. [12] And he waited yet other seven days, and sent forth the dove; but she returned no more to him.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Luke 11:13 (JND) [13] If therefore *ye*, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give [the] Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

Genesis 8 (JND) [1] And God remembered Noah, and all the animals, and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. [2] And the fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were closed, and the pour of rain from heaven was stopped. [3] And the waters retired from the earth, continually retiring; and in the course of a hundred and fifty days the waters abated. …

John 14:21 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.

Numbers 15 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of your dwellings, which I give unto you, [3] and will make an offering by fire to Jehovah, a burnt-offering or a sacrifice for the performance of a vow, or as a voluntary offering, or in your set feasts, to make a sweet odour to Jehovah, of the herd or of the flock, …

Numbers 15:38-39 (JND) [38] Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue; [39] and it shall be unto you for a tassel, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah, and do them; and that ye seek not after [the lusts of] your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye go a whoring;

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Ephesians 5:18 (JND) [18] And be not drunk with wine, in which is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,

John 17:22 (JND) [22] And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, that they may be one, as we are one;

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

1 Corinthians 3:16 (JND) [16] Do ye not know that ye are [the] temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

Titus 3 (JND) [1] Put them in mind to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient to rule, to be ready to do every good work, [2] to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious, [to be] mild, shewing all meekness towards all men. [3] For we were once ourselves also without intelligence, disobedient, wandering in error, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, [and] hating one another. …

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Joshua 3:4 (JND) [4] yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Ye shall not come near it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore.

Revelation 8:1 (JND) [1] And when it opened the seventh seal, there was silence in the heaven about half an hour.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

John 17:10 (JND) [10] (and all that is mine is thine, and [all] that is thine mine,) and I am glorified in them.

Colossians 1:27 (JND) [27] to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory:

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

1 Corinthians 2:12 (JND) [12] But *we* have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which [is] of God, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God:

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …

Acts 4:20 (JND) [20] for as for us *we* cannot refrain from speaking of the things which we have seen and heard.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

2 Peter 1:17 (JND) [17] For he received from God [the] Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom *I* have found my delight;

Romans 8:16 (JND) [16] The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 John 5:8 (JND) [8] the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one.

Galatians 3:14 (JND) [14] that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Acts 10:1 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic,

Acts 10:33 (JND) [33] Immediately therefore I sent to thee, and *thou* hast well done in coming. Now therefore *we* are all present before God to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.

Acts 9:11 (JND) [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying,



THE WALK OF BELIEVERS

A. P. Grant 

1 Thessalonians 2: 10–12; Colossians 1: 9, 10; Ephesians 4: 1–3 

These three scriptures refer to our walk as affected by our knowledge of divine Persons and divine blessing. We were reading recently of the man who was lame from his mother’s womb, but through the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean was able to stand and walk and leap and praise God (Acts 3: 8). He was an example of one who was given power to walk, and what would be suggested in that is that he was walking in a way that was pleasing to God. There is a word in the prophets that it was God who taught Ephraim to walk (Hosea 11: 3), not walking according to the way the world walks, but walking according to God’s pleasure. 

We think of the Thessalonians as young believers, who had been recently converted as it says, “how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens”, 1 Thessalonians 1: 9. Our brother has been speaking of change, what a change for the Thessalonians as turning “to God from idols to serve a living and true God”. 

There is no doubt that turning to God would influence their walk, every step of their pathway from that point onwards, and as Paul says where we read, “that ye should walk worthy of God”. It was God they had turned to, they had proved God’s love. Paul speaks of them as “in God the Father” (1 Thessalonians 1: 1), an affectionate reference. The place they had in God’s heart would have an effect on their walk, so that Paul is exhorting them to “walk worthy of God”, a walk in faith with every step depending on God; a new source of guidance for them. God would have a place in their affections; idols refer to what has a place in the affections of men, taking God’s place in their affections. We are exhorted to keep ourselves from idols, which would be in keeping with a walk that is worthy of God, ‘walking in faith’, as we sang in our hymn (Hymn 87). The Thessalonians came into the good of that and not only turned to God from idols but it was in view of serving God, “a living and true God”. Our walk would be changed as we consciously have a link with the living and true God, “God is a spirit; and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth”, John 4: 24. Systems of idolatry are marked by deadness, and it is encouraging to see believers, even in countries where idolatry predominates, who are maintained in the living character of serving a “living and true God”. 

Their walk is marked by life and what is pleasing to God. May we be encouraged as this is a word for us all and especially for those who are young. 

Paul refers to the walk of the Colossians, “walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing”. 

We think of the walk of the Lord Jesus as John speaks of it. John took account of Him as He walked, every footstep in the pathway of God’s will, involving sacrifice, and saying, “Behold the Lamb of God”, John 1: 36. Persons were attracted, John’s disciples were attracted to the Lord as taking account of His walk; our walk too is to be influenced as being occupied with Christ. What a difference it would make to our walk as being attracted to Christ, and as learning from Him. Paul refers to confessing Jesus as Lord (Romans 10: 9), and I think walking worthily of the Lord would be in keeping with our confession in a practical way, 

“unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work”. I think there would be some fruit for God in the walk of persons who could be described as walking “worthily of the Lord”. So we come to know God and serve God, and come to know the Lord Jesus, a Man filling our affections, and there is no doubt as we are enjoying our links with divine Persons that our walk would be changed and we would be marked by features of Christ. What a model He is for us! 

Lastly in Ephesians, Paul again speaks of our walk, “I exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called”. The first three chapters are very exalted, and they would elevate our thoughts to the level of divine purpose and counsel. In chapter 4, Paul turns to practical matters as to our walk, and I thought that Ephesians would especially relate to how we are walking with others. The man in Acts 3 held on to Peter and John, he walked with them. 

What a blessing it is to have others to walk with. There is a verse in the prophets that says, “Shall two walk together except they be agreed?”, Amos 3: 3. 

The apostle draws attention to our heavenly calling in such a full way in this epistle and our heavenly blessings, “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies”, Ephesians 1: 3. As enjoying these blessings our walk would take on a heavenly colour. The Spirit would empower us to enjoy these heavenly blessings with the saints, especially on the first day of the week, and cause our walk to be coloured by our experience. Paul exhorts to “walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love”. I think these are the features that enable us to walk with others. 

They are features of Christ, and persons marked by these features can go on with others who have a bond in the Lord. They are very attractive features, and I think that as marked by them we can go on collectively, pleasing to the Lord and pleasing to God. So may we be encouraged and maintained in this walk like the Thessalonian saints, who were awaiting His Son from the heavens. Our brother has spoken about the coming of the Lord, and I think as we have the coming of the Lord before us it would influence our pathway here. So may we be encouraged in it, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee, 14 August 2007 
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Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 2:10-12 (JND) [10] *Ye* [are] witnesses, and God, how piously and righteously and blamelessly we have conducted ourselves with you that believe: [11] as ye know how, as a father his own children, we used to exhort each one of you, and comfort and testify, [12] that ye should walk worthy of God, who calls you to his own kingdom and glory.

Colossians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God;

Ephesians 4:1-3 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Acts 3:8 (JND) [8] And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.

Hosea 11:3 (JND) [3] And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk, He took them upon his arms, but they knew not that I healed them.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,

1 Thessalonians 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus to the assembly of Thessalonians in God [the] Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to you and peace.

John 4:24 (JND) [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

John 1:36 (JND) [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Amos 3:3 (JND) [3] Shall two walk together except they be agreed?

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;
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