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SPIRITUAL GROWTH

C. F. Dadd 

1 Samuel 1: 26–29; 2: 18, 19, 26; 3: 19, 20; 1 Chronicles 4: 9, 10; 1 Timothy 4: 1, 2, 10–16 

I have read these scriptures as having in mind to direct our thoughts toward the, subject of spiritual growth. It seems to me that it is a subject which should interest all of us. Young people here are growing physically, but the thought is that we might get some impress of the necessity of growing spiritually; growing in our own links with Christ and making greater room in our hearts for the Spirit of God. 

I have read about these three personalities, Samuel, Jabez and Timothy. Samuel is well known to us; Jabez maybe is not so well known; Timothy is often the subject of consideration amongst us and rightfully so. I could not help but be impressed in the readings we have had, especially today, with the challenge that has come forward as to what our testimony is, and whether we truly manifest the features of Christ as we move amongst men, and as we move amongst the saints. Christianity is to be not only in words, as we have been reminded, but it is to be manifested in us; even our faces have come into consideration. I am sure you will agree with me that when we are tested most is when we are away from each other. While we are with each other we are in a sphere of protection, and we have a certain influence with each other and we understand how to move. Most of us have grown up amongst the saints, so we have had opportunity to observe the older brethren. The challenge that came in at the end of the meeting this afternoon is something we really need to think about. The greatest responsibility of the moment lies with us who are older as to whether the true principles of Christianity are being set out by us, whether we can be looked at and considered to be as amongst those who rightly represent the glad tidings. 

It is the intention of the Spirit of God to form in us the features of Christ. In the glad tidings the great end is that Christ should be reproduced in each one of us. If we are falling short of this, it means that the glad tidings are not having their intended effect, because we were reminded of the apostles how it could be said of them that they had been with Jesus (see Acts 4: 13); something was in expression that was like their Master, the One with whom they had spent three-and-a-half years. Paul was not here at the time of the Lord’s public testimony, but when he wrote to the saints at Corinth, where there was much in the way of exercise and concern, he could say to them, “Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ”, 1 Corinthians 11: 1. Could we say that? Would that be our testimony today? Paul said, “as I also am of Christ”. What a beautiful thought! Saul of Tarsus had been an over-bearing man, one who had brought so much pressure on the saints, casting them into prison, giving his vote when they were delivered up to death, yet he was converted, and the Lord proceeded to work in him, and produced a vessel that was a reproduction of Himself. That is the grace of the dispensation in which we live. It is the same glad tidings; it is the same Man at the right hand of God; it is the same Spirit, so that these things are open to us and they are possible. 

Timothy was a reproduction of Paul, because Paul could say that when you see him he will put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ. What a fine expression Timothy would have been! He was the kind of man to whom the testimony could be committed. The challenge to you and me is whether we can be numbered with the faithful; whether we are here truly setting out the great things that God has in mind for man. We spoke about the glad tidings today. They are the very foundation of things. We want to see to it that we do not let the glad tidings slip away from us. After the Spirit came the first thing that Peter did was to stand up with the eleven and preach the word of God. It was not a long preaching, short, concise and to the point, which I suppose points to the fact that we can be brief yet effective in service. 

These are some of the thoughts that were going through my mind this afternoon as we spoke together. It certainly was a challenge to me and maybe to you, as to what kind of a man or what kind of a woman are you? How do you represent the testimony when you are amongst men? We were reminded of what it says in the early part of the Acts, how Peter and John could say, “Look on us”, Acts 3: 4. Could we say that, beloved brethren? What would they see? That man saw something new, he saw something that represented a new power amongst men. The old line of things had left the man lying exactly where he had been for years, the old system had no power to meet his need, but as Peter and John stood there they represented a new dispensation, a dispensation marked by power whereby persons can be healed, they can be given the gift of the Spirit of God, and they can have part in the service of God. 

I read about this fine woman Hannah. I am sure we have some appreciation of the value of our godly sisters, their prayers; their labours and their affections amongst us. Hannah was a godly woman. I would commend that to every sister. I would seek to encourage you to have your own links with the Lord Jesus, and develop your own links with the Spirit of God so that you can be a pillar of strength in the locality where you are. I know women like that; as we say sometimes, they are worth their weight in gold, and you can be one just like that. What a woman Hannah must have been! As another has said she is possibly the greatest personality amongst the women in the Old Testament. Why? Because she was in the secret of the mind of God; she knew what was needed for the testimony at that time; a man was needed. Someone was needed to come forward to strengthen the position, to maintain things, to hold 

things. She knew that in her own link with God that this was what was needed at that time, and she went through much pressure, sorrow and tears. I appeal to the beloved sisters, that it might be in your own personal link with the Lord you will come to some understanding at the present time as to what is needed in the testimony. We speak about the tests that are amongst us, the exercises, the concerns; the needs are great, and it needs the mothers, women such as Hannah, persons that can carry these exercises into the presence of God. It is a great thing to desire that you might have power with heaven. Brothers stand up in the prayer meeting and seek that we might have power with heaven, and you can go through Scripture and see the women and the men that have had power with heaven. I would like to be numbered amongst them; those that can move heaven. Go into the presence of God and speak to Him, and let God speak to you. What a fine thing! It is open to us by the Spirit. Think of how accessible God has made Himself so that we can go into His presence at any time and speak to Him, make requests of Him, and get our directions from Him. Is this our pattern? God has made the way clear for us to go in and to speak to Him, to speak to Him as His children. Never has there been a time like it! Never has there been a family like the one to which you and I belong! We belong to the family of God, and we belong to it because we have received Christ—“but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”, John 1: 12. What nearness! Are we in the enjoyment of this? Beloved, let not our Christianity be just notions to us, or just going to meetings, but may the Lord help us to develop our own personal links with God. 

Hannah did that and the result was a Samuel. Samuel comes on to the scene, and she becomes a worshipper. What she herself says in 1 Samuel 2 are glorious words, in the way she worshipped God and the way she could speak to God. You read something like this and it makes you feel very small, at least it makes me feel like that. But this is open to all of us, because as being believers in Christ, and having received the gift of the Spirit, the wherewithal has been provided where we can have liberty with God, and know what it is to come into the understanding of His mind. God wants to share His thoughts with us; He wants us to understand what He is doing testimonially. Take a man like Enoch; Enoch did not live in our day, he did not have the Spirit of God as we have, but he was a man who could walk with God, he was sympathetic with God in what He was doing. This is open to you and me, and this is what Hannah filled out, a woman that knew God and knew how to get into His presence. 

So Samuel comes on to the scene, and it says of Samuel that he “ministered before Jehovah, a boy girded with a linen ephod”. I had never noticed that so distinctly as I have today, because we spoke in the meeting about priestliness and this suggestion came forward that young persons can act in a priestly way. Maybe they would not be able to explain to you all the terms, yet they can function in a priestly way. Samuel at this point could not have told us very much, I suppose, he might have been able to tell us that the ephod was a priestly garment. He was just a boy it says, but he wore the priestly garment. Tomorrow morning you young brothers will be coming up to the Supper. How will you come? Will you come fragrant with some impression of Christ and ready to bring it into expression? One of the greatest things we can ever have part in is the service of God, and that is open to us now. We want to bring something for God, even if it is small, typically even if it is just a pigeon or a dove, we would want to come up with something in our hands for the heart of God. I think that is what is suggested in this lad. It says, “Samuel ministered before Jehovah, a boy girded with a linen ephod”. It does not say how old he was, he might have been ten, he might have been less or more, but he was girded with this priestly garment. So we can come up with thoughts that would 

be precious to God. Do we realise what is within our range? May all our hearts be released for what is to be for the pleasure of God. 

After Samuel ministers in this way it says, “And his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with her husband to sacrifice the yearly sacrifice”. How did she know what size to make it? Every year she brought this little coat it would be bigger than the year before. Something is going on with Samuel, he is growing spiritually, he is being built up. It says of him, “And the boy Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with Jehovah and also with men”. I think it gives the older brethren a thrill when they see younger brethren coming forward in the locality and see the evidence of them growing. They come into the readings with questions and suggestions which would show clearly they have started to read the Scriptures, or they have started to read the ministry. 

Nature itself suggests that it is a normal thing that we should grow, and when it comes to spiritual growth it is something we never get away from, or should not, while we are down here. Now there is one school that you never graduate from, which is like the school of Tyrannus (see Acts 19: 9). It would not be an easy school. It is a school that you attend all your life, until the time of your departure, because it is where we can grow spiritually. 

Samuel, no doubt, as coming under the effect of the hand of God is growing, and his mother sees this and appreciates it, and she makes a fresh coat every year. What are you mothers looking for? Maybe you want to prepare your children for business, you want them to be able to make a living. That is legitimate, but what is number one on the list? We have to look over our priority list and see what is most important. As you get older you realise that priority number one is Christ and the assembly, because everything else has to go. We have had two burials in the city of New York in one month recently, and you come to a conclusion as you consider this that everything else has to go. We saw a sister in hospital a matter of a few hours before she was taken, and we had a distinct sense as we looked at her that nothing else counts except what represents new creation, the formation of Christ in a believer. In the end nothing else counts, and yet we spend our effort and our time on many things that really count so little. What we should do is to put our investments and our time where we are going to get the greatest return. Do a little reading every day and you will find you will acquire an appetite for it and you will be built up, and like Samuel, you will grow. 

Now I want to say a word about Jabez. He is a very interesting character; he is thrust on to the page of Scripture here in these two verses, a man that represents sterling qualities. One of the things that was uppermost in his mind was enlargement. He said, “Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border”. Here is a man that wants to grow spiritually. This is what I would like to entice all our hearts over to, that we generate this desire in relation to the things of God. It says of him that he was “more honoured than his brethren”. His mother named him. You say that is normal, but the Spirit of God records that she bore him with pain. 

There was exercise behind this man Jabez coming in, and then he himself speaks to God. 

Between those few words there is a long period of years, and then he says to the God of Israel, “Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border”. I think that is wonderful that here is a man who wants his spiritual border enlarged. God must have been delighted to have a man coming and saying to Him, “bless me, and enlarge my border”; I want to grow spiritually. This is what Jabez is saying. What delight God has in a man or a woman who wants to become spiritual. 

He goes on to say, “and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!” 

May that be the desire of every one of our hearts, that we might be kept from evil. It is an easy thing to drop into evil. You are not much different from me, and I know what my heart is, and I know my own tendencies. A brother said to me not too long ago, You put yourself in wrong circumstances, and you see how fast your foot will slip. Here is a man who wants to be maintained in what is right, saying to God, “that thou wouldest keep me from evil”. That is a fine thing that we might be kept from evil. Paul says, “Keep thyself pure”, 1 Timothy 5: 22. Now, this is something that you and I want to think about even as older persons, that we protect our minds. Thoughts will come but be like Abraham who scared the birds away; you do not have to entertain wrong thoughts. 

So Jabez says, “that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!” It is interesting that he says that. He does not say that it might not grieve God but, “that it may not grieve me”. How do we feel about things that are evil, things that are wrong, things that are said that are not right? Do they grieve us? What is our reaction? He is saying here, “that it may not grieve me”. Think of the man’s sensitivity; his own senses operating that he might not be adversely affected and grieved by evil things. I appeal to my brethren along that line. I am not suggesting that we are going on with evil, but I know the tendency of our hearts, and I am appealing to all my brethren that we might be concerned that we stay clear of evil. 

So it says, “And God brought about what he had requested”. How delighted God must have been with a man that could come to Him and speak to Him like this. It is like Solomon, God said to him, “Ask what I shall give thee”, I Kings 3: 5. I wonder how that would affect any of us here today if God were to say, Tell Me what you want Me to give you. This is what God said to Solomon. He was thinking of the Lord’s people, he was thinking of how he could administrate as a king, and how he could represent God. So he says, “Give therefore to thy servant an understanding heart, to judge thy people, to discern between good and bad”, 1 Kings 3: 9. We have been given the Spirit and thus are able to judge good and evil; that we might know what is right and what is wrong. Therefore, you and I have little excuse for not being able to arrive at a right judgment. Solomon was a man who had great consideration for God’s people. He was tested right away by two women who each claimed the one living child. How did he get through? He got through by the word of God, he said, “Bring me a sword”, 1 Kings 3: 24. That is the way we get through by the word of God. We have to remember the truth is our bond. Paul exhorts the saints at Ephesus to hold the truth in love, but the truth is our bond, and we want to hold on to the truth at all cost. Our brother suggested that to us today—we do not want to let anything go. The devil is a deceiver, he just takes away a little bit at a time. Beloved, let us not give up the truth. 

Whatever it might be that the devil is challenging at the present time, if it is the principles of the fellowship let us not give them up; if it is the principles that govern the house of God let us not give them up, let us not give ground to the enemy. 

I want to refer briefly to Timothy, especially to verse 13, “Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching”. Timothy was a young man and there are a lot of young men here today. It is good to see them, and to see a lot of young sisters too. You young sisters do not rule yourselves out of this. Let us put ourselves into this “Till I come, give thyself to reading”. He is writing this to an individual; you might say it is Paul giving Timothy instructions how a spiritual man will get through, so he says, “give thyself to reading”. It is a very important thing to lay hold of the Scriptures. Put the Scriptures first on your reading list. 

We do not have Mr. Darby with us, we do not have Mr. Raven with us, nor Mr. Stoney, nor Mr. Taylor Snr. These may just be names to some of us, but when you read their ministry you find that you can appropriate what they ministered and you can be formed by it. We cannot read a lot at one time, I realise that, it takes time and we have to develop an appetite. 

Some of us who are older would be sympathetic with that. Put the Scriptures as number one on your reading list, then take up a volume of Mr. Taylor’s ministry, or other ministry the Lord has given through His servants, and begin to read a page a day. You will find there is something profitable on each page. I would appeal to all my younger brethren; Timothy was a younger man. Paul said to him, “Let no one despise thy youth”. You know what that means, it means you act older than you are; you younger men act older than you are. You may say you do not want to act like an old man, but you act spiritually as older than you are. What you find then is that nobody can despise your youth. 

Titus may have been a little older, so Paul says to him, “Let no one despise thee” (Titus 2: 15), but he says to Timothy, “Let no one despise thy youth”, and I tell you, do not let your youth slip by without getting the most out of it. This is what Timothy is being told by Paul, “let no one despise thy youth”, conduct yourself amongst the brethren in a way that will bring about respect and the brethren will respect you for what you are. I would say above all that you learn to respect the older brethren. If we do not respect the brethren we will not love them. Then Paul says, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all”. We have a great legacy that has been left to us; we can have as much of it as we want, and our progress in the things of God can be manifest to all. We have not much time left. Our brother has said this two or three times today and I fully agree with him. 

The Spirit is indicating that the Lord is about to return. So, “give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching” desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet Paul could say, I will show you a way of “more surpassing excellence”, 1 Corinthians 12: 31. He shows us the way of love, and as we work out the way of love amongst the brethren, it results in spiritual growth. As we grow spiritually we become 

more like Christ, and that is really the most important thing. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Edinburgh
25 July 1992 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (JND) [9] And Jabez was more honoured than his brethren; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him with pain. [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

1 Timothy 4:1-16 (JND) [1] But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons [2] speaking lies in hypocrisy, cauterised as to their own conscience, [3] forbidding to marry, [bidding] to abstain from meats, which God has created for receiving with thanksgiving for them who are faithful and know the truth. [4] For every creature of God [is] good, and nothing [is] to be rejected, being received with thanksgiving; [5] for it is sanctified by God's word and freely addressing [him]. [6] Laying these things before the brethren, thou wilt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which thou hast fully followed up. [7] But profane and old wives' fables avoid, but exercise thyself unto piety; [8] for bodily exercise is profitable for a little, but piety is profitable for everything, having promise of life, of the present one, and of that to come. [9] The word [is] faithful and worthy of all acceptation; [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe. [11] Enjoin and teach these things. [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. …

Acts 4:13 (JND) [13] But seeing the boldness of Peter and John, and perceiving that they were unlettered and uninstructed men, they wondered; and they recognised them that they were with Jesus.

1 Corinthians 11:1 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ.

Acts 3:4 (JND) [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us.

John 1:12 (JND) [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

1 Samuel 2 (JND) [1] And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart exulteth in Jehovah, my horn is lifted up in Jehovah; my mouth is opened wide over mine enemies; for I rejoice in thy salvation. [2] There is none holy as Jehovah, for there is none beside thee, neither is there any rock like our God. [3] Do not multiply your words of pride, let not vain-glory come out of your mouth; For Jehovah is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. …

Acts 19:9 (JND) [9] But when some were hardened and disbelieved, speaking evil of the way before the multitude, he left them and separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

1 Timothy 5:22 (JND) [22] Lay hands quickly on no man, nor partake in others' sins. Keep thyself pure.

1 Kings 3:5 (JND) [5] In Gibeon Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

1 Kings 3:9 (JND) [9] Give therefore to thy servant an understanding heart, to judge thy people, to discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this thy numerous people?

1 Kings 3:24 (JND) [24] And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king.

Titus 2:15 (JND) [15] These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise thee.

1 Corinthians 12:31 (JND) [31] But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.



BONDMANSHIP

F. C. Mutton 

Luke 7: 6–10; 2 Timothy 4: 5, 9–11; Colossians 4: 16, 17; 1 Chronicles 25: 1, 2, 6, 7 

This scripture in Luke 7, I always find very affecting. The Lord Jesus was affected by the way this centurion spoke. The Lord said about him, “Not even in Israel have I found so great faith”. May the Lord find faith in us today! We have been together in this happy season, and a measure of faith has come before us. May whatever the Lord has said to us be received by you and by me in faith! If it is the Lord’s word it can produce wonderful results. We cannot produce any fruit of ourselves, but if there is faith, what we receive can become abundantly and richly fruitful for God’s pleasure. 

Now I desire to link on with what came before us as to bondmanship. It is remarkable that this centurion discerned in the Lord Jesus that He was under authority; He was under the authority of His God and Father in perfect sacrificial devotion to the Father’s will. Dear brethren, let us contemplate more and more, in contrast to our own natural waywardness, wilfulness and independence, the glory and blessedness of a life which was wholly devoted to the Father’s will: as we sang, ‘He no service thought too lowly, And, no sacrifice too great’. 

He who is at the disposal of men and women and children 

was at the disposal of this man, a man placed under authority. Now the bearing upon you and me is this—Are we placed under authority? I think it is one thing or the other—I am either independent and lawless or else I am placed under authority. I come under authority in receiving Jesus as my Saviour and Lord. You remember the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, that proud man with his imperious will, nothing could stand in his way, how at one word from Jesus he was broken down, saying, “What shall I do, Lord?” Acts 22: 10. His will was broken and he became a bondman of Jesus Christ. What an honourable position! He says later, “for I bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus”, Galatians 6: 17. He would appreciate the privilege of bearing in his very body the marks of suffering for Christ. He says, 

“I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body”, Colossians 1: 24. How near he came to his Master. 

I want to ask you, dear young brother and sister especially, Are you under authority? If not, I would beg of you to place yourself, as we are together now, under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. This centurion said, “I also am a man placed under authority, having under myself soldiers, and I say to this one, Go, and he goes”, just like that, it is immediate, no questions, “Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my bondman, Do this, and he does it”. Now that is to prevail among us as bondmen of Jesus Christ. You and I no longer have a right to a will of our own. What a blessed thing it is to come under the will and authority of Jesus and, as presenting our bodies a living sacrifice, to prove the “good and acceptable and perfect will of God”, Romans 12: 2. I can tell you this, that your will and my will, will always get us into trouble; subjection to the will of God will lead us into what is good, acceptable and perfect. 

Obedience is an immense test to us. Are we obedient? Are we subject? Are our movements under 

the Lord’s direction or are they independent? If they are independent they can only do damage; if they are subject to the Lord they will be beneficial and fruitful. Think of this word, I say to my bondman, “Do this, and he does it”. One thing I cannot refrain from saying is that the Lord Jesus said, “this do in remembrance of me”, Luke 22: 19. Are you doing it? 

Are you doing what the Lord Jesus has said? He said, “this do in remembrance of me”. What comfort, what joy it affords to Him, in a world which has rejected Him, that you love Him and show you love Him, and by putting your hands to the emblems, publicly, show forth His death as you eat and drink. The Lord would count on your love for Him, and your obedience, to express, and show itself in the breaking of bread in remembrance of Himself. 

Now we could go on to our scripture in 2 Timothy 4, where we read Paul’s words to this young disciple, Timothy. Comments were made in the reading as to the urgent need for younger men and women to be available and committed. The Lord takes one and another who have been faithful, and the responsibility for the maintenance of what is for the Lord’s pleasure until He comes will of necessity depend more and more on the younger generation. 

This is a direct word from Paul to Timothy; but from Paul to you and to me, and I would emphasize as Paul does this emphatic “thou”. We are so apt to be influenced by others, to look upon others and what they do, whether it be right or wrong, and if what others are doing may be a bit doubtful, I may say. Well, others are doing it why should not I do it? That is not the point. Whatever anyone else is doing, Paul says, “But thou”, you yourself, you have your own responsibility to the Lord. Someone quoted today Paul’s word to Timothy, “be a model of the believers”, 1 Timothy 4: 12. That is not that you strut about displaying yourself in pride as ‘it’, not at all. It is that in all humility you represent what is normal in Christianity, that you are what you should be by the grace of Christ and the power of the Spirit, according to the age which you are. Jesus was perfect, He was always perfect, of course, but at the age of twelve He demonstrated the perfection of a boy of twelve, what should mark such a one. At the age of thirty He represented what was normal and perfect according to God in the maturity of manhood. 

So Paul says, “But thou, be sober in all things”. How important to have a sober mind. Paul speaks of that in the first chapter of this epistle, “For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion” (2 Timothy 1: 7), and that word for ‘wise discretion’ means ‘A quiet, sound, or sober mind’. Be sober in all things—let us take on sobriety. If you are twelve act as if you are fifteen; if you are sixteen act as if you are twenty. I do not mean to be unnatural, but take on maturity, leave childhood; childhood is right and delightful in childhood, but it is humbling and pathetic if it is prolonged. I like that word of Paul, “when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child”, 1 

Corinthians 13: 11. Let us take on manhood, and this is a pointer to manhood, “be sober in all things, bear evils”. If you are reproached, and the young people know this at school and at work, “bear evils”, do not give up, do not faint under them, do not be discouraged by them, bear them, the Lord will help you to bear them because He bore more evil and reproach than any ever did. 

Then, “do the work of an evangelist”; I fail in that I confess, I am not as evangelical as I should be, but let us be more available to help others, to bear witness to them. Now, “fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. Something has been committed to you in the Lord’s name, in His purpose, some measure, some capacity spiritually, some place has been marked out for you in relation to the testimony and the service of God—“fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. I know a boy of whom in his report from school the form master said, So-and-so could do very well if he tried. In relation to what is spiritual, the Lord has imparted something to you, given 

you a certain measure; Paul pleads with Timothy, “fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. 

He says to him elsewhere as he writes to him, “Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers ... Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching ... Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all”, 1 

Timothy 4: 12, 13, 15. Now I would encourage my beloved younger brethren to heed Paul’s counsel. Do not make Christianity a part time interest, a kind of hobby to be taken up and dropped. Paul says, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all”. Few things are more encouraging than to see a young person making spiritual progress. 

I would just add as to the end of 2 Timothy that it was a critical time. Paul had been forsaken by many, by all in Asia, and he says, “Use diligence to come to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age”. I trust there is no Demas in this company, 

“having loved the present age”. What a fatal thing that is, sapping away at spiritual vitality. 

Others had gone legitimately to different places and he says, “Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”. May we be like Mark at this time available to be brought along and to be serviceable. 

Now I just want to comment in that connection on what we read at the end of Colossians, a very personal word. This letter would be read out in the local assembly at Colosse, and it was also to be read according to verse 16 in Laodicea, and yet Paul mentions the name of Archippus; this would be read out. I think it shows the simplicity, purity, sincerity of Paul’s longings as to the work of God, “say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it”. Well, that is a word to us; a word to me, a word to you, “Take heed”—it is a faithful warning and exhortation. I trust we have all received some 

impressions as together, “Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord”, you see it carries with it the Lord’s authority—it may come through this brother or that brother, it matters not. What blessing, what profit to ourselves and to the saints there is as we take heed to what we receive in the Lord and fulfil it. That would mean it becomes divinely fruitful for the pleasure of the Lord, the profit of His people and the prosperity of His testimony. 

May I pass this word on? “Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord”, go over what has been before us, if I may speak simply and humbly, go over it with the Lord to the end that thou fulfil it. The ministry is not to be like pictures on the wall, just there to be admired. We are intended to take heed to it so that it becomes worked out in you and in me to substantial, visible, fruitful result. 

We may just finish with what we read in 1 Chronicles; this relates to the service of God. 

David in his closing days was arranging for its order; it was to be a glorious service, a musical service with singers and instruments, the instruments of David, and each of us is to be like one of the instruments of David. In chapter 25, David and the captains of the host separated for the service certain persons. I think it shows how what is inward, for David would represent what is spiritual and inward in the service of God, and what we have been speaking of as to contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, how they link on together, because the captains of the host would be like those who contend earnestly, they would at all costs stand for the truth, but the great object is the service of God. So they 

“separated for the service those of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun who were to prophesy with harps and lutes and cymbals”. 

This is not so much a matter of bondmanship, though it is a matter of committal and devotion. Are you 

and I among those who are separated for the holy service of God? They were to prophesy with harps and lutes and cymbals. What a choice service! If the Lord will we shall enter on it tomorrow; we shall hear what is typified in the harps and the lutes and the cymbals, and there will be holy order. If you read through this chapter the names of all these people are given, and in verse 6 it says, “All these were under the direction of their fathers ... for song in the house of Jehovah, with cymbals, lutes and harps, for the service of the house of God, under the direction of the king”. Why are all these names mentioned? Because each one is valued, every name, every individual separated to the service of God is precious to the Lord, precious to the Father. So I can ask simply, Is your name in the list? Is my name in this privileged list of persons for song in the house of God. May it be! May you and I be prepared to sort out in our lives, and deal with, any element whatever which we are conscious is hindering us from being available for the house of God and the service of God, and the praises of God! 

I just leave these impressions. May we have holy desires. It says of these separated ones, “all of them skilful”, verse 7, “the number of them, with their brethren that were instructed in the songs of Jehovah, all of them skilful”. You may say, or I may say, I do not feel very skilful. 

Well, the Lord is the Chief Musician, and the Spirit will help us, and there is ministry and teaching to help us to be not only fervent and affectionate, but also skilful in the service of God, to know what is appropriate at any point; to know our way through the hymn book, for example, not mechanically but with spiritual discernment. 

May the Lord bless these impressions to us, and may we know what it is to be subject, “I say to this one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes”. We are invited to come into the choicest blessings which God has for us, and may we be available for it for His 

glory. Amen. 

Address at Bendigo, 15 April 1989 

THE LOVE OF JESUS 

P. van den Berg 

John 13: 1 

I want to say a word on the love of Jesus. It is a love that surpasses knowledge. Paul could say, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. We read in John’s gospel of the stoop of divine love; the stoop of Jesus when He came into manhood; the stoop when He went into death. In John 8 the Lord Jesus stooped and wrote on the ground, which relates to His coming into manhood. When He stooped again the second time it was in view of His death and when He lifted Himself up it was in view of justification. In John we have this presentation of the way divine love came down in Jesus; the glory of His Person as the One by whom the world was made; the way He came into manhood; the love that led Him into death; the authority He had to lay down His life, and to take it again; the glory of His ascension. The glory of all this is seen in John’s gospel. It is the way in which Jesus moved in the glory of His own Person. In John it is not so much what the Father did, or what God did, it was what He Himself did, in virtue of who He was. He is the creator of the universe, the One who upholds all things by the word of His power. Think of the greatness of the Lord Jesus! He is the One that in purpose and divine counsel committed Himself to come to do the will of God. “Lo, I come to do thy will”, Hebrews 10: 9. Love moved Him to do that. It was the divine arrangement that He should be the One that was to come into manhood and die. This, I think, is typified in the Hebrew bondman. 

He says, “I love”. He came in with his body (see footnote ‘b’ Exodus 21: 3). It says in Hebrews, “thou hast prepared me a body” (Hebrews 10: 5). He came in in a body! Oh the uniqueness of the Lord’s coming into manhood! It was His own act, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”, John 1: 14. It was in a body prepared for Him that He did the will of God. 

That is before us in the Lord’s supper, dear brethren. We are sanctified unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. The obedience was seen in His body in which He fulfilled the will of God, in perfect subjection to the will of the Father; and His precious blood is represented in the cup. The Hebrew bondman said, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. That was love’s committal. I believe the love of God was in divine purpose desiring an answer for His own heart and pleasure eternally, and the working out in divine counsel was in infinite wisdom, God taking a certain way in the fulfilment of it in ways that are beyond our understanding; ways that are inscrutable. His ways are higher than our ways, His thoughts higher than our thoughts. There are depths of wisdom involved in the way that God has taken in bringing His thoughts to pass. It says of wisdom, “Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way”, Proverbs 8: 22. It was in infinite wisdom that God was working out His thoughts, and they all centred in Christ. They centred in the One who said, “Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. So we see in Abraham and Isaac moving together, the love anticipated in what was to come about in relation to the economy, as we speak of it, the Father and the Son moving together. You see that in John’s gospel. Abraham loved Isaac, and they moved together to the appointed place, and Abraham said, “God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering”, Genesis 22: 8. Christ was the Lamb foreknown before the world’s foundation, it all looked on to Christ, the coming in of the One who in love committed Himself. 

In the scripture we have read, it says of the Lord Jesus, “knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”. The footnote says, ‘“To the end” does not give the full force, for it makes it refer to time; whereas going through with everything is implied’; it is dispensational. 

It is a love that is the same today as ever it will be; the same as it was on Calvary’s cross, the love of Jesus that led Him into death—‘I love, I will not got out free’. 

Oh, dear younger ones, this was the Lord’s committal. What is our committal? What can we do in response to such a love, but to commit ourselves to such a One, to Jesus. What a place we have in His heart; what a place in the breast-plate! We need to have a deep sense of that present love of Christ. He is not here now, He is in glory, but that love is the same, operating on our behalf; that love is in activity right now. It speaks here of the way He washed the feet of His disciples. Think of the way the Lord Jesus has in view that we should have part with Him; He has the assembly in view. He has in view to secure the assembly without spot or wrinkle or any of such things, that He might present it to Himself glorious. Oh, dear brethren, what cost, what love, that the Lord as loving the assembly not only gave Himself for it, but He serves it, He cherishes it, it is His love that is ever operating. The ministry that the Lord is giving is to have the effect that there might be in result what is of assembly character for His own heart and pleasure; that He might have a present answer to His love; that there might be a present answer in the assembly to what was in divine purpose, that the assembly should be the vessel in which the manifold wisdom of God might be displayed, according to the purpose of the ages. It was in divine purpose that there should be a vessel in the scene of time, in the scene of confusion, in such a scene as we are in, in which the all-various wisdom of God should be seen in expression. How sobering that is for us! What 

we have been speaking about shows the need for wisdom. 

Then there is the priestly service of Christ going on throughout the dispensation, a service of love. Love motivates the Lord Jesus in His priestly activities. In Hebrews the Priest goes along with the Apostle. He is “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession” (Hebrews 3: 1). 

As the Apostle He has brought out the mind of God. He is the One in whom God has been declared; the One in whom God has spoken, God has spoken in Son. He is the Mediator on God’s side, and He is Priest on our side. We have Him as Priest on our side in a love that ever intercedes for us. However weak we may feel, the word of God, having its own edge as it comes to us, being received in obedience on our part, would be followed by the priestly grace the Lord is ready to minister in all the weakness in which we find ourselves. There is nothing impossible in what we have been called into, what the word of God may present to us, however testing it may be, we have the grace of Christ in activity in His priestly service for us. Such is the love of Christ for us. 

Then there is the shepherd service of Christ, and that is His present service too. He is the great Shepherd of the sheep; He is the chief Shepherd, too, and His shepherd service is ever in activity. He has laid down His life for His sheep. What love is seen in Jesus! What the Lord Jesus has in view is the assembly. You see it typified in Jacob; he was with the flock and the house of God was in view. In Luke 15 the shepherd brought the sheep to the house. It is a great thing to see that the Lord has the assembly in mind. He loves the assembly, He has given Himself for it, He is going to have it eternally, but what the Lord is seeking now is a present answer in the light of it. May we be committed to what is so precious to the heart of Christ, and maintain conditions with His priestly help that are suitable to Him, that are according to the divine mind. 

There is nothing impossible, and we can count on the faithfulness of the Lord Jesus to see us through. 

There is not much more I have to say, but that we may have a sense, dear brethren, dear young people, of the Lord’s personal love for us; not only what it was, but what it is, and what it will be for ever, that we may have a sense that His love will do the very best for us—“having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”. We can count on Him absolutely—the Father has given all things to be in His hand. So may we just close with a fresh appeal to be committed, that our committal may flow out from the sense we have of the love of the Lord Jesus for us. It is so great, it is infinite, it is a love that will motivate, that will set the whole universe in movement in the eternal day. The breast of the ram of consecration according to Leviticus 8: 25 was given to Moses, the mediator, showing that in the eternal state where the mediatorial side will go through, the whole scene will be set in movement by the love of that Person, typified in the ram of consecration, the Lord’s unswerving devotion to the will of God, securing the will of God. You remember when Abraham offered up his son that there was a ram caught in a thicket. That refers to the devotion, the availability of the Lord Jesus in view of giving Himself to secure the purpose of God, and this will affect the universe eternally. May it affect our hearts now in our committal for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
5 September 1992

 


Scripture references

Luke 7:6-10 (JND) [6] And Jesus went with them. But already, when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent to him friends, saying to him, Lord, do not trouble thyself, for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof. [7] Wherefore neither did I count myself worthy to come to thee. But say by a word and my servant shall be healed. [8] For *I* also am a man placed under authority, having under myself soldiers, and I say to this [one], Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my bondman, Do this, and he does [it]. [9] And Jesus hearing this wondered at him, and turning to the crowd following him said, I say to you, Not even in Israel have I found so great faith. [10] And they who had been sent returning to the house found the bondman, who was ill, in good health.

2 Timothy 4:5-11 (JND) [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry. [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing. [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Colossians 4:16-17 (JND) [16] And when the letter has been read among you, cause that it be read also in the assembly of Laodiceans, and that *ye* also read that from Laodicea. [17] And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in [the] Lord, to the end that thou fulfil it.

1 Chronicles 25:1-7 (JND) [1] And David and the captains of the host separated for the service those of the sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun who were to prophesy with harps and lutes and cymbals; and the number of the men employed according to their service was: [2] of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethaniah, and Asharelah, the sons of Asaph under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied at the direction of the king. [3] Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Isaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, [and Shimei] six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the harp, to give thanks and to praise Jehovah. [4] Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkijah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth: [5] all these were sons of Heman the king's seer in the words of God, to exalt his power; and God had given to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. [6] All these were under the direction of their fathers Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman, for song in the house of Jehovah, with cymbals, lutes and harps, for the service of the house of God, under the direction of the king. [7] And the number of them, with their brethren that were instructed in the songs of Jehovah, all of them skilful, was two hundred and eighty-eight.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

Galatians 6:17 (JND) [17] For the rest let no one trouble me, for *I* bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus.

Colossians 1:24 (JND) [24] Now, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly;

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

1 Timothy 4:12 (JND) [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Exodus 21:3 (JND) [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him.

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Proverbs 8:22 (JND) [22] Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Genesis 22:8 (JND) [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Leviticus 8:25 (JND) [25] And he took the fat, and the fat tail, and all the fat that was on the inwards, and the net of the liver, and the two kidneys and their fat, and the right shoulder;



EXTRACT

Thank God, Naaman had wise men in his retinue of servants, and he doubtless did thank God many times afterwards that he had such good servants. They treated him respectfully, but they were truly evangelical 

in spirit. They wanted to save their master, and that is a word for every Christian. You want to save a man, and in order to save, it is well worth humbling yourself. 

I remember hearing of a man who got converted by a little tract that was handed to him. 

Speaking of his conversion afterwards to the person who gave him the tract, he said, ‘It was not exactly the reading of the tract that helped me, but I was affected by the great exercise I noticed in your spirit when you gave the tract to me. I saw that you were genuinely affected on my account and it was your exercise that led to my blessing’. I mention this so that we all may be more concerned about the need around us, and seek to meet it. 

The incident shows what God does when people see you are in earnest, you are concerned about them, and it is not natural with you, but against your will. As the apostle Paul said, “If against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me”, 1 Corinthians 9: 17. It was against his will. He did not like it naturally, for he was proud. Yet as an evangelist, no one was more used than Paul. Think how he reasoned with big people, such as the Roman governor, Felix, and king Agrippa! What courage he had! It was God who helped him to speak to them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 13, p.149) 

Erratum: Issue No. 239. October 1992, page 1, para 2, line 1—‘Pharaoh’s’ should read ‘Potiphar’s’. 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 9:17 (JND) [17] For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with an administration.
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