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THE NEED FOR ARRIVING AT THE FULL-GROWN MAN

Numbers 21: 4–20; Romans 8: 1–14; Galatians 4: 18–31; Ephesians 4: 7–15 

RT  I read these scriptures, dear brethren, that they may be a guide to us in speaking of what it is to arrive at the full-grown man. Paul writes in Galatians “until Christ shall have been formed in you”. I thought of a verse in Isaiah where God says, “thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel—Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine”, Isaiah 43: 1. If God took us up, as He has done, He has something in mind for every one of us. The forgiveness of our sins was an initial matter to free us from the guilt of our conscience, but He had a great object in mind for every one of us. We were reading the other night about the curtains in the tabernacle, every inch of those curtains was serviceable, they were all measured very distinctly, as the boards, right down to the pegs, all the items were useful and all had a purpose. I would like that we should all have a deeper sense in our hearts of God’s purpose for us in saving us from our sins. That was basic and essential but it was because He had a purpose in mind for us. We see it very much in Jacob, he was a man who had the sense of belonging to God but he settled down very quickly in his own arrangements. That is something that is not unknown to us, we are apt to settle down in the arrangements that we make and seek to bring God into them, pray that God may help us in them, but all the time it is our circumstances. That is like Jacob in Laban’s house, but something came into his soul so that he said, This is not God’s mind for us. That happened when Joseph was born, some ray of light of Christ came into his heart and he says, These are not the circumstances that God has in mind for me. He did not call him to be under Laban, toiling and harassed; he began to move, and it was in that journey that his name was changed to Israel. 

The passage in Numbers 21 is a type of Romans 8, so we read them together and we see in it all God had in mind so that we come to rely no longer on ourselves in our arrangements, but we begin to rely on the Spirit. One thing, if we are going to be formed, is we need an object outside of ourselves, which is Christ. If there is not such an object in our life, we are not really in the Christian path vitally. We may have appropriated the work of Christ and attached it to ourselves, but God’s desire is to draw us away from ourselves and give us confidence in the Spirit and Christ glorified, so that there is something being formed in us. In Galatians Paul says that he travailed that Christ may be formed. Sometimes much less is in our minds, like Abraham saying, “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!”, Genesis 17: 18. We are all prone to settle for something less, but I would like to exercise and encourage our hearts that God’s mind is that Christ may be formed in us. 

In Ephesians it says, “until we all arrive”—I used to think that would be in the future, but it is now, we are to arrive at the full-grown man, “at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ”, in our lives and in our localities. There is something being formed that owes nothing to this world, but it is the pure product of divine workmanship, I have formed thee—thou art my servant”, Isaiah 44: 21. Well, as we proceed I think God would encourage our hearts to give ourselves over to the patient grace of His hands, forming us and bringing us into conformity to His beloved Son. So as we read Romans in conjunction with Numbers we will see it is a love matter. They were really telling lies saying, We have no food, no water, and it was all round about them. This state of murmuring had persisted with them for forty years, and it had to be ended. God moved of Himself to end it in this serpent lifted up, typifying our Lord Jesus on the cross, delivered up for us all. There in that One, who should never have been there, God condemned the working of sin in the flesh so that it should no longer have dominion over us. 

JTB(Gr)  God arrives at something in Jacob where He says, “At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!”, Numbers 23: 23. It is what God has in mind, it is an objective that has been arrived at in a substantial way. Do you think that is really the effect of what we have here in chapter 21? 

RT  I think so. As this is arrived at in the soul, we begin to journey. They had been wandering all those years, but from this experience they turned toward the sun-rising. That was Jacob, he had wrestled with God, he was a man who was limping, he had no more confidence in the flesh, but as he passed over the beautiful verse says, “the sun rose upon him”, Genesis 32: 31. Did the sun not rise on the whole universe? It did, but it rose upon him; a man limping, but there was the warm sun shining upon him. That is like us, as we come to see our weakness, we have no confidence in ourselves, we prove divine favour and grace strengthening us as moving forward. 

JAB  Could you tell us what the difference is between having an appreciation of Christ as the One who has saved us and washed us from our sins, and having Him as our object in the way you are bringing Him before us? 

RT  Well, I think we need help to keep the object before us. These people had already known the blood on the lintel, they had known what Christ did to get them out of Egypt. I think we need an object to deliver us from having confidence in ourselves. The One who died for us is also serving us that He may bring us into conformity to the object He has in mind for us. 

JAB  I feel the importance of what you are bringing before us, I was just thinking of the verse in Revelation 1, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood” (Revelation 1: 5), then he goes on immediately to say, “and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father—to him be the glory”, (Revelation 1: 6). Do you get that progression of thought there in that one verse? 

RT  Yes, it requires a movement in our affections. The work on the cross, His blood being shed is never to become historical, the current appreciation of it keeps us in touch with a glorified man, drawing our hearts to Him where He is. I think it requires movement in our souls. These people had known the blood, they knew the manna, and there was plenty of water, but they said “our soul loathes this light bread”. That is an unsettled state that persists until we get clear of the dominion and the power sin would have over us in the flesh. 

TCM  So, there is a measure of repentance when they say, “We have sinned, in that we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee”. Do you think there is a facing up to the departure there had been, and then they see the bite of the serpent, then the great relief as they look upon the brazen serpent? 

RT  God showed them how awful their condition was, “Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, which bit the people”. Now, I do not want to press this too far, but God allows certain things in our lives, in our localities, and universally, to show the bite of the serpent, if we are in an unsettled state like this, telling lies, discontented, and loathing the light bread. God sent these fiery serpents to show the source of it is in the serpent, which bit the people, so that they died. Well, the next verse is, they say they have sinned, God would show us the awfulness of the thing to bring us to ourselves, to see that this is not in line with the blood that was shed for me. It is not in line with Romans where it says, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death ... God, having sent his own Son”. Instead of coming in in judgment, He has sent His own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, and He has condemned sin in the flesh in order to break its power over us. 

TCM  It is interesting that after this is all faced you get the thought of the singing, the song and the thought of princes and nobles. Does that link on with your thought of arriving at the full-grown man? 

RT  Yes, I wonder how long it was since they sang. Well, we can apply it to ourselves, dear brethren, how long is it since we were really lifted up in spirit, and in the joy of rivers of water springing up into eternal life? That is what Paul is 

teaching in Romans 8, in minding the things of the flesh, there is no singing in that, but in the things of the Spirit we are brought to know life and peace, and brought into the joy of the sons of God. 

NJH  In chapter 14 God shows the generation or type of man that cannot go into the land, but those that do, in principle, have to have their state attended to by God, is that right? It is a new state in Romans 8 and it is on that basis that formation takes place. 

RT  Very good, so there is no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus, that is where God has placed you, in Christ Jesus. You may not have arrived at the joy of it, but it is not His mind that these other things should have dominion. So, he goes over the ground to show that we will never meet things by trying to improve ourselves as in the flesh, God has met all that in His Son, and has given the gift and power of the Holy Spirit so that we may walk in newness of life. 

RJC  I wondered whether we have to be convicted to look. God has provided an answer in the death of Christ, but we have to look to be healed; so that a certain responsibility is on us, although God has provided everything that we might come into the enjoyment of these things. 

RT  We can just apply it to ourselves. Why is there an unsettled state in my soul? 

Why is there an unsettled state among the people? Well, God brings in these serpents to show why it is so, that we have been deluded. They had lost the taste for the manna, they did not appreciate that for thirty-eight years God had provided for them; they did not need new clothes, nor their shoes renewed, the manna was there every morning, they did not realise the goodness and grace of God, they began to live to themselves and they became discontented. God says, I will show you the source of that, it is Satan, the devil, the fiery serpent; but how He meets it is, I will send my Son; He that knew no sin was made sin for us that we might become God’s righteousness in Him, that we might be formed in a new order of things altogether, and it has not to be put off, dear brethren. 

DBR  I was thinking that it involves the judicial glory of 

God, that is how the thing has been met. God has shown His glory judicially and there has been One equal to that in manhood, able to take in the whole matter, not only the guilt, but the state that was necessary, to remove it. God has done that gloriously, has He not? 

RT  The judgment should have fallen on us. Think of God in His goodness all these years and they are saying these things, the judgment did not fall on them or upon us, it fell on Christ. One who was able to bear that judgment, so that the dominion of sin, the power of the devil and all his artifices, may be broken for us. 

DBR  The necessity that lies on our part is to look and live. I was thinking of what you said as to the state amongst us, we cannot ignore it, we must be honest about it, but really the relief comes as we see that God has met the condition, that we accept it and work it out amongst us. 

RT  Yes, and it is individual, no point in speaking generally about the state among us, it is the state in me, because the state of the company is the state of the individuals. So that is what it was here, they were all saying these things but God is exposing the awfulness of this line working, and how much it cost Him in that He sent His own Son to meet it, so that the power of it over me may be broken for ever. I think God would win our confidence in the way that He has met this line of discontent so that it should not continue. Underlying it is the previous chapter, deliverance from the power of sin, through Jesus Christ our Lord who has met the whole thing. 

DCB  In the first verse of chapter 8 of Romans there is a great statement of truth, so then Paul goes on and speaks about “has set me free”, that is what is needed, is it not? These wonderful statements can be made but “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free”. 

RT  Yes, you may say it is objective, but it is not unreal; there is no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus, that is what God has done, and now He says I want you to come into the joy of it. So he goes over these things, according to flesh, and the mind of the flesh, these things are working, they that are in flesh cannot please God. Then he says, “But ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you”. You notice he is seeking to bring us under a new authority, a new influence and power, so that we are able to walk in these very circumstances of the wilderness in the power and joy of being sons of God. 

DBR  Do you think it is of interest that this comes near Numbers 21? It comes really into the final stage of the wilderness journey, and it is just where we are, and we can be assured that the enemy will seek to use any means to divert us, and use any means in me to divert us. Do you think that would need to be faced? 

RT  Yes, that was in my mind in reading it, after this there are other enemies to meet, there is Moab tempting us to settle down in a social, comfortable order of things as the two and a half tribes did; they began to say, I like these present arrangements, I have plenty of business, my family and my own comfortable circumstances, I will settle down here. They came short of the mind of the Spirit. I do not think there was any singing in the two and a half tribes. The singing of the service of God was going on over Jordan. This experience is to quicken our steps so that we move in triumph; if Moab comes, as he does, we are able to triumph over him, and over these seductive influences of the enemy, to come into the area where we are in normal heavenly relationship with God. 

JS  Do you think we need to come to a definite recognition of what operates in our flesh, sinful flesh, and definite recognition of the power there is in the Spirit? 

RT  Yes, I think that is why God sent these fiery serpents to show them. What they were saying was so awful, but the awfulness of it is not for you to turn over a new leaf and say, I will try and do better next week, it is to see that this power, God alone can meet it, and has met it and He has met it in love. He met it in One who is able to break its power and authority so that we become amenable to the mind of the Spirit and the things of the Spirit and the leading of the Spirit. Is that what you had in mind? 

JS  Quite so. I think as we come to a definite recognition of the Spirit individually it helps us to make way for what the Spirit is doing in His leading in a collective sense. 

RT  Yes, that is right. Abraham said, Will Ishmael not do; he says, Things have been difficult so long, cannot I get a bit of peace, will Ishmael not do? Sarah says, That cannot do, it has to be cast out, cast out the bondmaid and her son. What is in mind is brethren after the pattern of Isaac, a new generation coming in that is according to the mind of God, and relying on the power and grace of the Spirit to be formed in the features of Christ. 

CKR  Help us in this look—‘looked intently’ the note says. You wonder perhaps if we consider enough the glory of the work of the Lord Jesus from this aspect, for it must also cause us to value deeply the gift of the Holy Spirit. These things could just become truths we can easily quote, the question is what is reaching the inwards. 

RT  Yes, the first effect of it is self-judgment, I begin to see that I am in that state, and God in His love met it to free me, so that I may come into the joy of living and walking in the power of the Spirit. He has condemned it that we may not fall back on it again. The ‘looked intently’ is that we come to a final judgment about it. We are still in flesh, until the Lord comes, but the power of it has been broken, and our outlook has been fixed on Christ, and to know the power of the Spirit of God. 

CKR  Do you think it is instructive too that the Lord brings this into John 3? It is one of the ‘musts’ of John’s gospel, and that is immediately before the gift of the Spirit in chapter 4. 

RT  Yes, I am glad you refer to that, the Son of man must be lifted up, it was a public matter, it was not something done in a corner, it was a spectacle there. Christ was lifted up, and it was shown there that He bore the judgment that was due to us, in view of the power of sin being broken, so that we may come under the influence and power of the Spirit of God. 

NJH  The fiery serpents were not removed, and in principle the serpent of brass was not removed. It can be drawn on today. We can look to Christ in this character today. 

RT  Neither was removed, they are working here, but the power of the fiery serpent has been broken for me as I look intently. 

NJH  It is condemned, as we had in Romans. God could not remove it, it would not be in keeping with His nature, would it, for Him to do that? 

DAS  Does the look really involve repentance on my part, it is every one, every man, it involves repentance, does it? 

RT  Yes, and what we are saying is intensely individual, and it is a necessary experience to enjoy Christian ground. We are not unchristianising anyone but it is normal Christian experience to be walking in the power of the Spirit of God, no longer serving sin. These people told lies, they were distorted in their view of things: Think of what God had done in giving them the manna, in bringing them out of Egypt, and they say, Why have you brought us out? See the power of the flesh, dear brethren, it would delude us about God’s thought as to sending His Son and shedding His blood. Why did He bring us out of Egypt? There is the power of the serpents working and God exposes it in its fulness, as I believe He would do to us all, and we come to see that we cannot live under that bondage. 

GBG  The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, is that another regulating principle for life, so that the flesh does not regulate or govern us? So we can ask ourselves, Do my actions have their source in the Spirit, my motives, do they have their source in the Spirit? We have to take it to ourselves, do you think? 

RT  The contrast is, it is either in the fiery serpent, the devil, or else it is coming from the Spirit. 

GBG  In John 3 you get the work of Christ as lifted up, and then whoever believes on Him, that is Christ where He is; that is the need, the work of Christ, then Christ is the object. 

RT  Yes, and in Romans it is clear that the work of Christ has made room for the Spirit. These words, “according to” in Romans 8 are of interest, “do not walk according to flesh”. The propensity of the flesh is still there, but we do not walk according to flesh, but according to Spirit. See how the things have been superseded, according to flesh and the things of the flesh, and then the things of the Spirit. There is a whole system of things that God would bring us into, where something is being formed that owes nothing to the flesh, but owes everything to the grace of God and the Spirit of God. 

DBR  Would you say something about verse 6 in that way? “The mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace”. I used to think the mind of the Spirit is the mind of the Spirit Himself, but it is the mind of the Spirit in us, and that is really the triumph, is it not, that persons who could well be governed by the mind of the flesh are able to deal with that by the mind of the Spirit? And then the Spirit acts as a new power to give us new motives and new regulations, do you think? 

RT  Very helpful. Maybe you will say more about it, the mind of the Spirit is the Spirit in us, in contrast to the mind of the flesh. So that when tempted, dear brethren, what do we resort to? Abraham said, Will not Ishmael do? We are apt to resort to that, but then you see in his wife the mind of the Spirit working. That will not do, the son of the handmaid will not inherit with Isaac; that is the mind of the Spirit working in Sarah, do you think? 

DBR  She had her ideal in Isaac, did she not? So we need to have an ideal. God’s ideal. 

RT  Yes, I think so, we need to have an object and the power to reach that object. How beautiful is the mind of the Spirit in us, life and peace. So that what we express in our actions is this formation that we are talking about; there is a new mind working, a new authority that we are under, that is tending to life and peace. 

JSp  After that verse you have quoted, “the mind of the flesh is death”, the next verse says, “the mind of the flesh is enmity against God”. Where things are not according to God they will turn against God. I was thinking of Ishmael persecuting, he not only mocked but he persecuted. 

RT  We know what we are talking about when we are saying these things, it is experimental, “the mind of the flesh is enmity against God”, it has all come from the fiery serpent. God would show us the source of some of the things that may be said among us, in our attitudes and dispositions that are the mind of the flesh. In contrast to that he says, “ye are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit dwell in you”. That means that He is there in residence. He is a power in residence and Christ is in expression in the walk of the believer. 

Rem.  The covenant in Malachi was of life and peace; I wondered if this leads on to priestliness. 

RT  Well priesthood is in contrast to the flesh; you will never make the flesh holy, it can never be improved on, and I think the mind of the Spirit is connected with holiness. The fact is when the Spirit of God is spoken of in relation to us He is referred to as the Holy Spirit, to guard our minds, so that nothing of the flesh can intrude. In fact it says, “having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”, Romans 6: 22. That is all part of the formation, dear brethren, that there is another character being formed, so that we are not governed by these other things, but we are holy brethren that Paul speaks about. There is something being formed of a new character working in the believer. 

DBR  Later in the chapter you get the Spirit of Christ, “if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him”, that is the new character do you think? We are not only in Christ but we are of Christ, that could only be by the Spirit, do you think? 

RT  Well, the verse goes on, scripture helps us to put it simply, “but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin”. That is, we know our state and our propensities but then it says “the Spirit life on account of righteousness”. So that there is the formation, if Christ be in you, what a change, what a formation, that there is something being formed that owes nothing to the flesh but owes everything to our links with God through His Spirit. 

DBR  “The body is dead on account of sin”, does that mean that there is such a character there that sin has no power over it? Is that how you understand that? 

RT  Yes. We are tempted by all sorts of things, maybe right things even, but if they are drawing us away from being formed in Christ’s character, if they are taking up too much of our time, and are drawing us away from the circle of the fellowship, these are temptations to which the Christian does not respond. What temptations are put in the way of the people of God today, the world would make alliance with them, and say, We can see that God is with you, come and join us and bring what benefit you have among us. That is current in the world today with disastrous results, but “if Christ be in you, the body is dead”. That is the Christian follows the leading of the Spirit and the appeals of the grace of Christ, and we come to know the Spirit is life on account of righteousness. 

JAB  Is that because if Christ is in me then I am satisfied with Him and I do not need anything else? 

RT  Yes, satisfied with Christ. I wonder if we are really, you know. God allows certain things to test His own work in us. Think of the divine pleasure in seeing persons who do not answer to the temptations, the body is dead. I think you can see it in Abraham; the king of Sodom came to meet Abraham after the conflict and he wanted to give him certain things. Abraham says, “I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah, the Most High God” (Genesis 14: 22), what can you add to that? He was satisfied. I think, if we look back on certain things that trouble us, it is because we are not satisfied. I often think of Naphtali, he was satisfied with favour and full of the blessings; he would not be tempted, he would not be tempted for another field. There was that man Naboth, he was offered and refused another vineyard, he was satisfied, living in divine favour. 

TCM  Is the expression, “God, having sent his own Son” a great lever and appeal to the affections? 

RT  It was a love matter, He sent His own Son. He saw the plight we were in, the power of the devil working, and He sent His own Son to meet it. So God’s Son is the object for our hearts, then if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. So you find such people, like they were in Numbers, journeying forward, singing; they are in the joy of their own salvation, as it says here, “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”. 

JMar  Could you help us in what is involved in being led by the Spirit of God? 

RT  Well, one thing is that you are obedient. You have more confidence in the Spirit than you have in your own ideas. You can see that is what this chapter is leading up to. In Numbers 21, instead of their murmurings they are taking the journey and they are facing toward the sun-rising. Another day dawns, being led by the Spirit is, we have heaven before us, we have Christ before us, and we have the assembly before us. 

JMar  It seems to be linked up with sonship. 

RT  Yes, sonship is the formative side of it, seen in our wilderness experiences, “these are sons of God”. This is not sonship on Lord’s day morning only, it is the practical working out of things in the daily exercises of the path where we are led by the Spirit of God, and we are in the dignity and power of that relationship. 

RJC  It says, “but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. Is that like the singing in Numbers 21? An outgoing of affection to God Himself as we make way for the Spirit. 

RT  Yes, instead of being in bondage they are overcomers. All these temptations come in, but they are moving in another power that takes them right over Jordan into the heavenly land. They begin to realise how much they have missed and how much is before them for present enjoyment, the land and all its fruits; here is the earnest of it, you may say, in this well, they are rising up and singing to it. 

Rem.  Could you say something about the digging? 

RT  It involves exercise, the word ‘travail’ in Galatians would be in accord with the digging. Paul says, “I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you”. The digging, I think, is that we are not going to settle until we are in the full enjoyed relationship; it is not just a text of scripture to me, but the digging is in my soul exercise so that I do not rest until I reach the well of water springing up into eternal life. It is interesting that Paul had this exercise for every local company. Corinth, to be a chase virgin; Galatians, he wanted Christ to be formed in them; Colossians, he speaks about Christ being in them; and in Ephesians you have that too. What is our desire for the brethren? What is our desire for ourselves? That we might be nice, kind people, that we might prosper, that we might have good health and all these things? No, Paul says there is travail needed. He went through the travail, that was how he ministered. There has also to be travail in the Galatians, and in ourselves. He is encouraging them and us to take up the exercise that we are not content until Christ is formed, not only our knowledge of the Saviour, but Christ is formed in the believer. 

AMB  I suppose the digging that has been referred to would involve displacement in me, would it not? The travail might relate to our exercises as to one another in prayer in that way, do you think? 

RT  Yes, that is very helpful. So the mother comes into the travail, she has an ideal and she wants it to be perfect. Abraham says, Will Ishmael not do? No, the mother says nothing else will do, whatever the travail necessitates. That is like Hannah is it not? Think of the travail she had that a man-child might be there, a man for God. 

AMB  If we were to take up this exercise, in travailing for one another, then are we putting ourselves in the way of the work of the Spirit? Would it be right to associate the thought of travailing with the work of the Spirit in each one of us? 

RT  Yes, I think it would come out in our prayers. Epaphras combated earnestly in prayer for the brethren at Colosse that they might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God (Colossians 4: 12). If we were more like that it would help our prayer meetings. Dear brethren, that is one of the meetings, I observe, that is carelessly attended. Lots of the prayers are about our needs and our circumstances. How much is there combating in prayer that Christ may be formed in the saints? We all need help in our circumstances and there are daily prayers for that by us all, I am sure there must be, but how many are combating in prayer that Christ may be formed in us? First of all, we start with ourselves, is there travail with me, combat with me that Christ would be formed in me and in my brethren? 

GBG  I was thinking of what our brother was saying as to the feature of the Holy Spirit in ourselves. The apostle says to the Thessalonians, “Thus, yearning over you”, 1 Thessalonians 2: 8. I wonder if that is ourselves taking on that character, the Spirit was marked by yearning as hovering over the face of the waters, we can take that feature on ourselves. 

RT  Yes, I think the Spirit would strengthen us if we set ourselves like that, as Epaphras for Colosse, combating in prayer, primarily there is something expressed in ourselves, we do not rest, we have an ideal. What exercise it must have cost Abraham to “Cast out the maid servant”! We do not compromise about it—“Cast out the maid servant and her son; for the son of the maid servant shall not inherit with the son of the free woman”. 

Well, the application of it is that we are walking in the light of the assembly. Jerusalem above is free which is our mother, heavenly light has come in that is to govern us. Many other influences are abroad in Christendom today, insidiously at work to becloud the enjoyment and expression of assembly features. Many things may seem all right, but they are not of the free woman, but are elements that would bring in bondage that would be short of a full formation of Christ. They need to be watched by us, brethren, these elements are at work, so the word is “Cast out the maid servant and her son”. Abraham was the father, she had some link, but that will not do, it must be the son of the free woman. We have to come into the full joy of the heavenly position. That is what we have in Ephesians, we will just speak of it for a moment. It says, “until we all arrive ... at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ; in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of that teaching which is in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error; but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ”. There it is put very concisely, dear brethren, there are the influences of the maid servant, tossed about by every wind of that teaching, the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning; these things are at work today that would lower and hinder us from to coming the full-grown man. We tend to put this off, saying things will be all right when the Lord comes. He will put things right, but He is looking and He is serving us tonight that we may be arriving now at something of the full-grown man, the stature of the Christ. 

JTB(Ed)  It is really Christ as model in that sense, is it? The measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. I was just thinking of the psalm, “Thine eyes did see my unformed substance, and in thy book all my members were written”, Psalm 139: 16. Does God look upon us potentially in that sense, does it help to get the divine perspective? Is that the great lever then as we consider the cost to God that we might be introduced into these things? 

RT  Psalm 139 was all done in secret. 

JTB(Ed)  Yes, I was thinking of the fashioning, but travail was necessary to bring it to the birth, do you think? 

RT  That is, our links with the Spirit are largely in secret. Our link with Christ too is a secret link, but it is powerful. I am glad you referred to Psalm 139, I thought about it. It says, “in thy book all my members were written; during many days were they fashioned”— 

‘Long proved in secret help 

With thee alone’ (Hymn 160) 

something going on in the soul in our secret histories with God, and the result of it is something being fashioned that is going to shine in its own lustre in another day. But in the meantime we are arriving at the unity of the faith, at the full- grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. 

JTB(Ed)  Yes. God looked, did He not? “Thine eyes did see”, just to think of God looking, then we are required to look and there is a result, is that right? 

RT  Very beautiful, and this I thought would give us confidence. This is the Man that descended to the lower parts of the earth, but He has ascended above all the heavens and from that position He has given apostles. We are to continue steadfastly in the teaching of the apostles that is all part of the formation of this full-grown man. The teaching of the apostles remains; the prophets of God bring in a living ministry to sustain us—all flowing from a glorified Christ. And then He has given evangelists, and shepherds and teachers for the perfecting of the saints, not to make anything of man. Some persons have had these gifts and attached them to themselves and there has been a malformation, but this is all proceeding orderly from a glorified Christ, with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ. That is going on today, I trust it is going on in this meeting, something flowing from a Man in glory that is forming us, no longer to be tossed about, but bringing us into conformity with this glorious Person. 

JS  Would you say something about “until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man”? I was just thinking that until we all arrive at the unity of the faith would mean that we have unity before us in relation to the knowledge of this Person, so as to arrive at God’s ideal, do you think? 

RT  Yes, this whole section is something to be arrived at now, so that there are resources in the ministries, and what the Lord gives in ministry is to be respected, and it has to be received and searched out like the Bereans did, to see if these things were so. It has to be tested and it has to be bowed to. The authority in the teaching of the apostles is to be persevered in, and as we come under that influence formation goes on, and we are established and formed in measure to the full-grown man. 

JSp  In connection with that, as to the expression used in verse 16, “the increase of the body”, it seems to me that it runs alongside that. I was thinking of Epaphras, he was “one of you” (Colossians 4: 12), an assembly man. Do you think the test today is if we are real assembly persons? Are we working on the same line that God is working, for the formation and the expression of the assembly locally? Do you think that is right? 

RT  Yes, I think that is the application, it should be working locally. The scripture goes on to refer to the joints of supply, that is the local brethren, so that they are all working together so that the local meeting is improving. Can we say that about our meeting? That the brethren are pulling together under the influence and ministration that is coming from a glorified Christ. That is the body working and growing up, so that what is in expression in the company, is the Head as expressed in the body. 

DAB  The expression, ‘the full-grown man’ has been used, what is that, what characterises the full-grown man? Is it our appreciation and formation after the character of Christ? 

RT  Yes, the full-grown man, he explains it in the next verse, “that we may be no longer babes”—we are not immature; the enemy gets a great advantage through immaturity, he brings something that appeals to our flesh. The full-grown man is able to resist the wiles of the devil. That is only one side of it. I think we should be able to reflect Christ, something that acts and expresses the character of another kind of man altogether. 

DAB  I just feel for myself that it is fairly easy to settle for something less than that, but we need to stretch out spiritually, to realise that this is the divine ideal for each one of us, and the Spirit is the power to enable us to reach this, do you think? 

RT  That is my exercise. You feel the temptations there are today, in the prosperity of material things, to settle for what is short of the full-grown man; but there is power in the Spirit and what is flowing from an ascended Christ so that the divine objective can be reached. I think the scriptures themselves show, if we read carefully what we have had today, the supply of power there is to reach this formation now, in these very bodies, in our very localities, in our very households, as we maintain ourselves in self-judgment of the power of the flesh, and make room for the power of the Spirit of God, so that we reach normal assembly conditions. 

DBR  That would lead to power to refuse anything else; we need that power too, I know I do anyway, power to refuse an alternative. If you look at the whole history of the recovery you see how this thought has been expressed in men, men who were full-grown in that sense, and were able to bring the living word of God to bear on us. One of the things, perhaps, we need courage and conviction about, is not to go back on it, do you think? 

RT  Yes, I feel that. I think that is the encouragement of the Scriptures, it is the One who descended, who has ascended, all is flowing from Him, and that is not going to run out, it will go through the dispensation. He has ascended above all heavens, beyond the reach of what Satan can interfere with, such is the power flowing from a glorified Man into hearts that have the mind of the Spirit, and no longer mind the things of the flesh. They are overcomers, with an ear for the voice of the Spirit, and the grace of Christ that is flowing in the power of the ministry for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

TCM  So there is what proceeds from a glorified, ascended Christ in these gifts that would give definite direction as over against this wind of that teaching. Do you think it would lead in a definite positive direction all with a view to something? 

RT  Yes, they are given from a glorified Christ. The work is proceeding in all its power and authority, and, as has been said, it needs to be made room for. There are many voices today that are not coming from a glorified Christ, but the opened ear of the mind of the Spirit can know who is speaking. That is the test, that the mind of the Spirit in me, and in another, can discern what is coming from Christ glorified that is leading to the edifying of the body. So that there is some reflection in us, locally and individually, of the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ. 
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Scripture references

Numbers 21:4-20 (JND) [4] And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to go round the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became impatient on the way; [5] and the people spoke against God, and against Moses, Why have ye brought us up out of Egypt that we should die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and no water, and our soul loathes this light bread. [6] Then Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, which bit the people; and much people of Israel died. [7] And the people came to Moses and said, We have sinned, in that we have spoken against Jehovah, and against thee: pray to Jehovah that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live. [9] And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, if a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. [10] And the children of Israel journeyed, and encamped in Oboth. [11] And they removed from Oboth, and encamped at Ijim-Abarim, in the wilderness that is before Moab, toward the sun-rising. [12] From thence they removed, and encamped at the torrent Zered. [13] From thence they removed, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that comes out of the border of the Amorites. For the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. [14] Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of Jehovah, Vaheb in Suphah, and the brooks of Arnon; [15] And the stream of the brooks which turneth to the dwelling of Ar, And inclineth toward the border of Moab. …

Romans 8:1-14 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; …

Galatians 4:18-31 (JND) [18] But [it is] right to be zealous at all times in what is right, and not only when I am present with you [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you: [20] and I should wish to be present with you now, and change my voice, for I am perplexed as to you. [21] Tell me, ye who are desirous of being under law, do ye not listen to the law? [22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons; one of the maid servant, and one of the free woman. [23] But he [that was] of the maid servant was born according to flesh, and he [that was] of the free woman through the promise. [24] Which things have an allegorical sense; for these are two covenants: one from mount Sinai, gendering to bondage, which is Hagar. [25] For Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which [is] now, for she is in bondage with her children; [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. [27] For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break out and cry, thou that travailest not; because the children of the desolate are more numerous than [those] of her that has a husband. [28] But *ye*, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise. [29] But as then he that was born according to flesh persecuted him [that was born] according to Spirit, so also [it is] now. …

Ephesians 4:7-15 (JND) [7] But to each one of us has been given grace according to the measure of the gift of the Christ. [8] Wherefore he says, Having ascended up on high, he has led captivity captive, and has given gifts to men. [9] But that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? [10] He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things; [11] and *he* has given some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, [12] for the perfecting of the saints; with a view to [the] work of [the] ministry, with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ; [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ; [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error; [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ:

Isaiah 43:1 (JND) [1] But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou art mine.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Genesis 17:18 (JND) [18] And Abraham said to God, Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!

Isaiah 44:21 (JND) [21] Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for thou art my servant; I have formed thee: thou art my servant, Israel; thou shalt not be forgotten of me.

Numbers 23:23 (JND) [23] For there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!

Genesis 32:31 (JND) [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,

Revelation 1:6 (JND) [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 6:22 (JND) [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.

Genesis 14:22 (JND) [22] And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah, the Most High God, possessor of heavens and earth,

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 (JND) [8] Thus, yearning over you, we had found our delight in having imparted to you not only the glad tidings of God, but our own lives also, because ye had become beloved of us.

Psalms 139:16 (JND) [16] Thine eyes did see my unformed substance, and in thy book all [my members] were written; [during many] days were they fashioned, when [as yet] there was none of them.

Psalms 139 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off; [3] Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways; …

Psalms 139 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off; [3] Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways; …

Colossians 4:12 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God.



EXTRACTS

Now as to what involves the Lord’s glory down here, we get three things mentioned—“My word, my name, and the word of my patience”. Just think soberly before the Lord of those three things. The Lord is not here. From the standpoint of this book He is absent, but His word, His name, and the word of His patience are here, and those three things involve His honour and His glory. The Lord approves those in Philadelphia, and encourages them because they have kept His word and have not denied His name. That was true locally in regard to that local assembly in Philadelphia, but speaking of that assembly, which existed one thousand nine hundred years ago, is not enough, the message of the Spirit to that assembly must have an application to the very end, because it goes on to His coming. He says to Philadelphia, “I come quickly— hold fast” etc. The whole construction of the message supposes that this assembly continues to the close. No one dies in Philadelphia, there are no deaths. Philadelphia is here till the rapture, hence it is He says, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee”. How does He keep them out of the trial? Just the same way that the Lord kept Enoch out of the flood by taking him away before it came, so He will “keep” Philadelphia by taking her away before the hour of trial comes. Enoch was never in the flood, God took him before the flood came, and so it is here; Philadelphia goes on to the end, until the Lord comes to take His assembly to Himself. 

Pressure may have come upon you to let go, to give up the truth of the assembly, but this message is most encouraging, for this message of the Spirit is the assurance that the Lord is going to maintain the truth of His assembly to the very end. I am in sympathy with Him about it, and I would like to be in the testimony of it. Would not you? God maintains it. 

Philadelphia presents that which the Lord approves, and which the Lord encourages, and which the Lord vindicates. It is not a question of the Lord approving you and me, but that He will maintain the truth of His assembly to the very finish, and He encourages our hearts to be in accord with His heart. God’s people often get their eyes on themselves, or on some one else, and they get into confusion and trouble—doubting and fearing. We want to get our eyes off ourselves and off others, and to have our eyes fixed on Him and to get back to first love and hold fast the truth as involved in My word, My name, and the word of My patience, because in keeping those three things we hold fast the honour and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ at the present time. 

The Closing Ministry of J. Pellatt (Vol. 2, pp.133–135) In these meetings the thing is to aim at something; even in our ordinary meetings, our ordinary reading meetings, as we call them, let us aim at something. It is not simply that we are reading through a certain book, a certain chapter in it, and certain verses, but aiming at something. There is something there that the Spirit would fasten on our souls, and be sure you get it. What is needed in any way, be sure you present it, that you are certain in what you are doing, for Christianity is a system of certainty. The devil would make it otherwise; certain persons in Christendom are uncertain all the time, the devil has made them so; their doctrine has made them so. Thank God we have the Spirit of God, and He guides us into all the truth. 

Then moreover there is a certainty, there is a point in the doctrine, for every week is distinctive. Every week at the Bible readings, there is something fresh for us, because we are dealing with infinite things; what is inspired by the Spirit of God; what the Spirit is operating in the gifts, whoever they may be, the Spirit is operating in them so as to accomplish something. Hence Christianity is an institution of accomplishments. The Lord Jesus has gone up into heaven, angels and principalities being made subject to Him. The way is clear, nothing can hinder it, and He is operating down here, not in regard to the nations, but in regard to the assembly. The whole period of the dispensation is marked by accomplishments. 

I have no doubt that the middle ages were different; I believe there was something done however; and since the Reformation and onward, the Spirit of God has become free among the saints and there are accomplishments day by day, and these accomplishments require skill, they need ability, and hence the importance of young men acquiring skill. In the days of Jeremiah the skilled labourers were captured by Babylon; Jeremiah 24: 1 and Jeremiah 29: 2. 

We cannot get on without the skilled labourers, and it is for each one of us to be skilled, to learn how to do things so that some end is reached in all our meetings. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 60, pp.192, 193) 

JT  It would be a lesson for him, but his experience would also be on our account; as being the father of all them that believe (Romans 4); the result of his experience would extend to all the family of faith, to the end that, however tested we may be, we should not allow our circumstances to govern us, but abide in the place of privilege, i.e. in the land. In Isaac’s case the error of Abram was prevented by God’s direct intervention, showing that if God sets out a principle, He helps His people in later days to be governed by it. He not only shows us what we should be governed by, but helps us to conform to it ... The principle had been set out in the earlier experience—that the believer should not leave a divinely given place because of adverse circumstances. Isaac, of course, should have known that; but God forestalls his natural inclination to go down to Egypt, and enables him to keep by right principles, which saved him from doing what his father had done. 

CAM  So that we not only have experience, but also a word from God as a preservative, in that way. 

JT  I think we may infer from this scripture and from Isaac’s experience, that although divine lessons are clearly set out, we need divine help in order to profit by them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 16, pp.146, 147) 

Rem. This matter of service among the brethren, involving a responsible matter such as an address or any service among the Lord’s people, necessitates that those who have it in their hand should be acquainted with the moral state, as well as the ability, in the one selected. 

JT  Quite so. It is very important, and to take the best advice you can get. Timothy had a good name, a good report among the brethren; and when it is a matter of a large number, it is all the more important that any person who is to be entrusted with a service should be reliable, not simply the brother who can speak well, but who is reliable as to the truth. That is the principle that is to be set out. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 76, p.99) 
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Scripture references

Jeremiah 24:1 (JND) [1] Jehovah shewed me, and behold, two baskets of figs, set before the temple of Jehovah, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive from Jerusalem, Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, and the craftsmen and smiths, and had brought them to Babylon.

Jeremiah 29:2 (JND) [2] (after that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the craftsmen, and the smiths, had departed from Jerusalem);

Romans 4 (JND) [1] What shall we say then that Abraham our father according to flesh has found? [2] For if Abraham has been justified on the principle of works, he has whereof to boast: but not before God; [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. …
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